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THE FISHERMEN OF THE UNITED STATES.

A.-NATIONAI>rrY AND GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS.
1. GENERAL REVIEW.

In 1880 there were 1011G84 professional fishermen in the United StMes. In adlhtion to the

professional fishermen there is a large class of men who lIU"C been called " semi· professional ftsbcr·
llil'U/' inclUding the men who deriT"e from the fisheries less tha.n half of their entire income.

In the class of sboresmen may be placed (I) the curers and rackers of fish; (2) the vessel
owners and fitters wbo furnish 8upplies and apparatus for the uge of the acti,e figlwl men; (3) the

shopkeepers from whom th('y purchase provisions and clothing; (4) the skilled ]ahorcr~ who manu·

factnre for them articles of f1ppareI and slu·lter; (5) tbe manufacturers of boxes, barrels, refrigera­

tors, amI othpr appliances 118ml ill packiug and preser.iIlg the catch i (6) the .esseI amI boat bnihl·
ers and artiSfLIlS who keep the fleet in repair; and (7) the fish dealer!; and market men. Tal;. ing
iuto account all those p~~rSOllS wIw are direetI.y employed ill the fisheries for a greater or le~s }Jort iOTl

of the year, those who Urc lIependent upon the fiabermcn in a commercial "ay for Sl~l'Jlort, antI ihe

members of their families who dqJend on their labors, it cannot be extravagant to f'stimate tlJc
total nnmber of persons deIlcndent upon the fisheries of tbi!'! country at from 800,000 to 1,OO{l,000.

Tho total TalaI' of the fis)lerie·s of the United States to the producers ill 1880 was $14/~(jt05,.I,

and It fuir cstiml\te of the wholl"/:;ale market ,alue of the prodncts wouhl inure-as\' the llffionnt W

nearl~' $90,000,000.

Of the twe:uty-nine States amI Territories whose citizens are engaged in tlH' fi~bm''y imlustr;r,
Ilixteen haye more than a thousand professional fishermen each. The most importuut of tllesc
is llIatlsllchusetts, witll 17,105 rueD; second stands Maine, with 8,110; utlIess l imleetl, the 16,000
oystermen of Virginia anti tbe 15,000 of Mar:\,land nrc allowed to swell the total~ for thol'e States.

Maint", howel"er, stands second so far as the <x:ean fisheries proper are eoucenwtl.
In geographical areas the Southern Atlantic States rank first in the number of fishrrmelJ, with

38,774 men; followed by the New England States; with 2!\838; the Middle States, exclnsi.e of
tbe Great Lakes, with 12,584; the Pacific States and Tl'I't'itoI'iN/', 11 ,613; the GJ'{'at I,akes; 4,493;

and the Gulf States, 4,382.
The number of 'professional fishermen in each State and Territory is all fulloWEl:

i~&:~:~r~~~~lI~~-.~:J_~umbe~J ~~~~_~_~~~_~~':1~f~' !_~um~~~~ I: Ohlo8~~~~.o_r_~~~~i.~~~ ... : : ~.:mb:~:
! A1&I!k& ••••. _••••••.•••••. : 6,000 Maryland •••••• - .•••...•-.--; 15,873 Oregon " ..••.•• i 2,78l>

I
I CoJlfonilil. -. - i 2,089 M....aachu.ctt" __ -- - -: 17, 195 Pelln.yl nl - -. _.. , Sil

Connecticut __ ._.". _----- 1 2.li85 I MIchigan - - - - _: J,OOO Rhode 18lll1ld __ _. I l,IXI2ID~la._re_ -.--, 1,56:l. Mlllnesol - -- ao 1180llthcnrolllla - -... 9Gl
I10rldn --j 2,2841 Ml",,'••ippi ---" .. -- --_. 100.1 Ten.a-.- .. - .. -- .. ·, 4111
.Georp. ...•.....•.. _ _.. m New H"1np.bire ~_.... a711 1

Virginia - - -- .. - 111, 1»1
lllitIoa & •• ~~ ••••••• .+&. 265 NewJe"t8e::r,--_ .. ~- .~~._~. ~G5I Wuh:.i.u.gWu 'terrlWtJ'r .. -~~ 721
lDdllQUl 45 Ne.. Torl< ·G.600 WI.-.lD .. >0 ••••• - -_ ... --~ 780............... -..... I -_......... ---
~ •••••••.•••••• ,.... 1.!lOO I North CarolIna _........... 4. 1W Total ..•......•••.... , llll, til

o



6 FISHERMEN OF THE UNITED STATES.

The majority of our fishermen are natiYe·lJOfU citizens of the United States, although in certaili

localitil'.'s there are extCllsi,e communities of foreigners, clinging to the traditions of their father·
lands, and conspicuous in the regions where they dwell by reason of their peculiar custom!' and
plJysiognomies. !tfost numerous of these are the nati,es of the British Prodnces, of whom tlll:we

are at least 4,000 employed in the fisheries of l\ew England, Gloucester reporting 1,600, Pro\'hICe­
town 800, New Bedford 800, aDd smaller numbers in other minor ports of this region.

There are probably Dot less than 2,000 Portugucse, chiefly nativcs of the Azorel'i and the Cape

de Verde Islandll. In the New Bedford whaling fleet tlJere are about 800 of these men; at Prov·
incetown 400, many of them on the whalinA' vessels; in Gloucester 250, and on the e038t of Cali·
fornia,200. MOAt of the Portuguese have brought their families with them and have built up

extensive communities in the towns whence they sail upon their fishing voyages.

There are also about 1,000 Scandinavians,1,000 or more ofIri8h and English birth, a cOllliiderable
II umber of French, Italian, Anstriau8, MinorcanR, Sclavs, Greeks, Spaniards, and Germans. In the
whalinA' fleet may be found Lascars, Malays, aod a larger number of Kanakas, or natins of the
various South Sea Islands. In the whale fishery of Southern New Engla.nd a considerable number

of men of partial Indian dC5cent may be found, and in the fisheries of the Great Lakes, especially
those of Lake Superior and the vicinity of Mackillaw, Indians aud Indian half-breeds are employed.

The salmon and other fisheries of Puget Sound are prosecuted chiefl;y by the aid of Indian
fishermen. In Alaska, where the population depends almost entird,Y upon the fisheries for sup­
port, the lJead of every fa.mil~· is a professional fisherman. Though upon a very low estimate one­

fourtli of the inhabitants of Alaska should be considered as fishermen, few of them catch fish for

the use of others than their own immediat.e dependents.
OlliS olle Chinaman has as yet eUi'ollerl himself among the fishermen of the Atlantic coast,

hut in California and Oregon tht'r(\ are about 4,000 of these men, all of whom, excepting about 300,

are employt'd as factory llaIllls in tIle salmon canneries of the Sacramento and Columbia basins.

TIle 300 who ha,e the right to be c1uflscd among- the actnal fishermen live, for the most part, in

Catilornill, and the vrodnct of their inuustry is, to It very great extent, exported to Uhina, although
tht·~· I'lupply the local demands of their countIJ'men resident on tlJo Pacific coast.

TI.H.· Ilegro element ill the fisbing population is some'what extensive. We lJave no means of
R.' certaining bow many of this 1ace are included among the native·born Americans retumed by the
cetl'!lUS reIHlrters. The shad fh\heries of the Sontb are prosecuted clJiefly by the use of negro mnscle,

Rlld probl1uly not less than 4,OUO or 5,000 of the!:\e men are eroployed during the shad awl herring
fIt'alion in setting and hauling the seines. The only IOClllity where IlCgroes participate to a largo
extent in the slwre fil.'lheries is Key West, Fla., where the nath'es of the Bahamas, both negro and
white, are considered among tlJo) most akillful of t.he BpOnge alld market fishermen. Negroes are

mfr.-J.r 1ouud, however, upon the sea·going fishing "essels of the North. There ill not a single negro

among the 5,000 fisbermen of Glouce5t;(~r, Mass., and their absence from the fisJling vessels of

otber ~ew England ports is none the les8 noteworthy. There is, however, a considerable sprink­
ling of negroes among tlJe crews of the whaling vessels of Provincetown and New Bedford. New
Bedford alone reports over two hnndred negroes: these men are, for the most part, uath'cs of

Jamaica, St. Croix, and other of the West India· islands, and also of the Cape de Verde Islands,

where American whaling vessels engaging in the Atlantic fishery are accustomed to make lwrbor

for recruiting and enrolling tbeir crews.
.AB a counterpart to the solitary Ohinaman engaged in the Atlantic fisheries, we hear of a

solitary negro on the Pacific coast, a. lone fisherman, who sits on the wharf at NeW' Tacoma,

Washington Territory, and fishes to sllpply the local market.
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The number of foreigu fisllermGIl ill till' 1.; llit('d St.l tN" (·xclllding the .'),000 negroes and the

il,600 Indians and Eskimos, who are cOll~idcred to he ml1iv~~-botIl CitizCllS, probably does not
exceed 10 to 12 per Gent. of the totalllumber.

As is shown by the fl,!.,'1lres ginm above, cousiderauly more thun one-half' Qf thc fishing popu·
Illtion of the United States, E~xeludillg the Oystt>rilll'U of Vir~'inia aud :!Il:lI'ylallll, belongs to the

Atlalltic coast Dort h of tlHl Oapes of Delawarc. Of this num bel', at lea sf. IlJUr- fi f\!J s, or 40,(Kl(), ar{',

of English descent. They are by far tbe most interesting of our fishel m('ll, sinCE' to tLeir numbers

belollg tbe 20,000 or more men who may properl.}' be desig nated the I; sailOl' til'hermen" of tIle
United Sbltl~S, the crews of the trim and beautiful ves~els of the spa-going fi"lling-fiect, w1Ii{\b

SllOUld be the chief pride of the American marine, and which is of such importanec to onr country
as a training school for OllU'iners, and a.s a medium through which one of the most ,aluable tOoo.
resources of the continent is made available.

The fishing population of Maine, Masllachusetts, and Connecticut is composed, for the most
part, especially in the country districts, of native·bom Americans. In the large fishing portfl
there is, bowcnr, an clttensiyc admixture of foreigners, among whom the natiw!'; of the British

PrOVinces, chiefly Nova Scotians and Newfoundlanders, are largel)' in tbfl majority. The BmTcrly

bankers are manned to a large extent by Nova Scotians, who arc ehipped at the beginning of the
summer by the vessels Which proceed for that purpose to tbe seaport towns of that Pro,inec. Th£".

PI.YJtlouth fleet, before 18Gl, was manned almost wholly by Americans, then for SODle ;yrars chiefly
by X ova Scotians, lIOW al most enti rel~- b~' Americans. Part of the crews and several of tJl(' ea ptain s

of the Bucksport fishing ,'essels are Provincials, and there is a limited number of these meII, prin­

cipally from New BrunSWick, engaged in the shore and vesSel fisheries of RaMport. III additioll

to thde, there are mallY rro>incial fiehermen at different points along the COrlst of Maine.
Gloucester has 140 men of British birth, a large proportion of whom am Irish, whilp tlle BORton

market fleet is manned principally by lliahmen.
Gloucester has uearly 400 Scandinavians amoll!5 its fishermen and about 70 Frenchmen. The

New Bedford whaling fleet, with its motley gathering of sailors from every port of the world, has

individuals of nearly every race. In 1880 the crews of this fleet were compof;ll:d as follows: 000
Americans; 800 Portuguese; 2!ID English and Irisb; 200 British-Pro,incinls; 200 Germans i 200

South Sea Islanders or KUllaka.s j 200 Negroes j 50 French, and 50 Swedes.
In general traits of cbaracter fit;hermeli cannot be distingnished from the .population on sllore.

In some special branches of the fisheries, as the boat fisheries of :Maine, the men 1h·c a compara­

tively Eloolnded life, and acquire, after mllny rears, a hearing' and physiognomy peculiar to them·

selves.
The enterprise of :New England fisuermen is well known. TIley are not cOQsermtive, bat

eager to adopt inventions and discoveries that may promise to benefit them iu their 'Work. This

trait is manifest in the readiness with which th£"Y hayc adopted -tIle purse·seines ill Ill:We of the

nook an.d liue in the capture of mackerel; and, again, ill their readiness to experiment with and
then to adopt gill·nets in the 8110re fisheries for the (lRpture of cod.

'rheyare aha,rdy and daring race of men, particularly in New England. Their powers of

endurance fmd tkeir skill are noteworthy. The highest type of seamanship is attained among

American fishermen. The whalemen of Nantncket and New Bedford have pursued their prey in

all oceans, and have add~d greatly to the geographical 'knowledge of the world.
In general education the iuhabitants of the fishing towns of New England are among the m06t
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intelligent. The Plymouth coloui$ts, soou after their rurh>al, set apa,rt by law a portion of the
revenue arising from the sale of fishing licenses for the support of pUblic schools.

The school.s of New England fishing town 8 are attended by th e boys until they are old enough
to go to SM., anll by the girls until t.hey urc of a marriageable age. It is quite usnal for boys to
enga~e ill fislling in summer and go to school in the winter; some do tbis uutil they have arri\"ed
at the age of manhood. The girls are generally better educated than the boys, and the intelli­

gence and refinement of the women of the fiBbing towns seem to a stranger quite lloteworthy.
TIle excellent education of wives and mothers of the fishermen cannot be WitllOut important eft'ect8
upon the intelligence of the class.

The people of most (If the fisbjng villages, froUl the Bay of Fundy to New York, are generall~'

as intelligent and refim>,d as in the average agricultural aod mannfacturing communities of the

adjoiuiIlg ill tflriOI'.
The fishermen of tue Soutuern States are not remarkable fur their intelligence j in fact, the

thousands of oyster {lredg<"rs of the Chesapeake Bay are bj' reputation a degraded class. Their
very lawll'ssness is supposed to recommend them to the senice. The oyster,tDIIgers in the same
n,gion are of a higher class, yet ilJ(lolent and improvident. B;r law of the State of Maryland the

revenue from the sale of oyster-tonging licenses, amounting annually to about $20,000, is given to
the public school commissioners, who apply it to the support of schools-, license-money from colored
o~-!Itermell being for tile support of colored schools, and from white oystermen for white schools.

TRAITS AND CUSTOMS OF .NEW E:iG-LAND FISBERM:EN.-Tbc system of discipline upon a New

England .fi8hiug schooner is such tbat it requires extraordinary tact aUlI judgment on the part of

the commanding officer. The captain or skipper is the sole officer, and, except wben be has some
order to give in relation to sailing tll(\ n'lssel or catching fisb, be has no special authority o't'er the
crew, and the respect with whicll he is treated by the men is only that which his personal char­
acter obtains for him. This system of officering the -.es~els is attended by many serious disad­
,'antages, and it woulu be a great benefit to our fisheries if the crews eould be organized more ill

accordance with tbe usage of the merchant marine.

The peculiar dialect of the fishermen atfords Oppol'tunit:y for studies of great interest. or
course. their language is not free from a considerable nIDount of slung and technical phrases pecu­

liar to their profession. Manr of their words were bronght to tbis country by their ancestors two
huudrNI years ago, and, although at that time common tbronglJOlIt England, have now become
obsolete or are regarded as pro\·incialisms. On many parts of the coast a 'Very pure idiomatic
Engli<,L is spoken. The peculiar words \vlJieh one conBtantly hears add force and interest to their
con....ersat,ions.

AltllOugb thc sailor fishermen of New England.are not as a class religious, in most of the tlmaller
titlhiug towns a high tone of morality prevails. Profane language is almost uIliversaUy prevalent,

but in otber respects moralists·would ill general find little to criticise. In very many places the
8kipper of a vessel loses caste if it is known that be allows his crew to flBh OIl Sunday, and for
two consecutive years the Menbaden Oil aDd Guano Association have passed resolutions forbidding
their employes to fish upon tlte Sl\bbath. In the early part of the present oentury a barrel of ram
was an indispell sable article in tlte outfit of a fishiug vessel; at present it is extremely mrefor
ardent spirits of any kind to be found on board of the vessels, and popular sentiment is greatly
against its nse. J\.f08t of the fishing ports along the oon~t have prohibitory laws, which are rigidly

enforced.
Bearing in mind tbe ditliculties wet by fio!lherWflll in obtaiuing supplies of reading matter, the

quantity and quality of tbeir literature if! somewbat remarkable. Hundreds of copies of &ncb
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paperll a8 the Kew York \Yeekly, Saturday Night, Fireside Uornpauion,l\ew York Ledger, Harper'll
Weekly, aud Frank Leslie's Illn strated Newspaper are bought weekly by the fishermen of Glouces·

ter. On their vessell:! a number of volumes Dlas always be found j Dicken~, Shakespeare, Byron,
and Abbott'!. Life of Kapole-on being among the most popular work>l.

'Ihe foou of the New England fishermen is usually of an excellellt qua1it~·, amI to this improve
meot during the paRt quarter of a century Ulay be attributed tLe iucrease in the longe\-ity and
period of active service among tbese me» j this j!3 so notewortby :016 to attract the attention of all

observers. 'the cook is uften better paid than the captain, am] ii" in fact, the most important
member of the crew,

Di~ease-s are comparativel:r rare, the most prevalent being d,yspepsia and rhcumatism. In the
largt<r ports, where tuere is much competition, cases of nervous exhaustion are lIS no means infre·

quent. among tbe skippers and the most ambitions fishermen. Vessels carry a plentiful supply of

medicines, allil some of the skippers are- quite expert in the application of ~Ttain simple remedies.
Ports which, like Gloucester, engage in the willter fisheries, haye tlH~ir fishing population

decimated enry year or two by severe disasters, but the fishermen do not feel un~' hesitation in
going to sea, neYer admitting that the disasters whic11 have befallen their commdc-s can aflect

themselves.
To descriUI1 the routine of life 011 bmlrd of 3. fishing ,essel would be interesting, since it i:-;

vt:'Q' unlike tlJat of other men, even mariners of other classes. Three months or more spent on a
Ye8~1 ulICbOl'el1 ill itl,j solitar.y berth on tbe banks, hundreds of miles from the land, i8 an experi­

ence wbid} nHcessarilj' develops many peculiar habits among those who foVuw such :t life. From

daybreak until dark they pIS their lines from the deck or from littll;\ boats, a,nd half of the night

is often devoted to preserving the fish wbich have been caught durihg the day. Storms are con·
staDtly occurring, and the dangers to which these WeD are expo,sed are numerous and 8evere,

A system of mntual insurance, or rather provision fOI'the welfare of their fumilil's, is practiced
by the fishermen of Gloucester lly which a certain percentage of each man's earning/:; i~ set a8id~,

to !.xl applied for the lwnefit, of tbe wives and cbildren of those who have been lost, at sea. The

financial profits of the fishermen are extremely uncertain. A common fisherman JIlay make IU,noo
a year or may find himself at the end of twelve months deeply in debt for the ~Il[lplil''' wllich banl

been advanced to hi~ family by tbe shopkeellers during his absence. In 1::l59 tlle average yir-Id to

the 6shermen of Marblehead was $50 each, and in other years the profits hu,,>c heell evcn less. In

some rare instances Gloucester skillpers, who were owners of vessl:'ls, have made $10,000 to $1:),000

a year.•
One of tho most interesting topics developed b)' tbe stUdy of fi:;hermeu is tllut of their super­

stitions. The most common ofthese is that relating to "Jonahs." Certain articles of apparel, such
as a black tl'llveling.bag or a pair of blue mittens or stockings are thought to be "ute to bring ill

luck.. Some f1.!tberlllcn think it ,I Il- Jor-ah" to lel1ye a bucket half fuli of water ou deck, to driw a

nail on Sunday, to keep tbe <1~ck cle-an, or to break a looking.glass. Superstitions nsages are wQ'

little prevalent; the practice of wearing ear,rings, SQ commOn 'among othl"r mariners and bt'lie\Tcd

to be beneftcial to tile sight, is rarely met with.
UertaiIl curious customs might be referred to, but these are Mualls carried ont in a joking

manner. The fisherman wl10 nails a hor8eiihoe on the end of his bowsprit bas usually 110 more
faith in its supernatural power than tbe yonnA' ladr who hangs it 0'"('1' the door of her parlor.



10 mSHBRMEN OF TilE eXITED S'l'ATES.

2. THE SHORE FISHERMEN OF MAINE.

GEXEHAL CllAll.1CTEl:lf>TICS.-TLc mell "ho arc cllgag0u ill the tihore fh;lwl'i{'~ of l'..raiw:

nre almost wlwllj' of A llH'rieall lJil'th. l'hv. IIwjority of them have bl'{'!l brought up hom their boy­

lwol1 to a life Oil the ·wateI'. Eecauf;c of the dl'cliuu of the coastiug busillr.~s in which t heir f~.ltIH'rHl

to 1). great eX(t'llt, werc cmpJoyeil l,('fore tllelll, many of th('rn have engag'PII ill tbis particnli1J'

branch of the J1,,;IH'ries as t he olll~" oPJlnrtlluit,r left t hem of milking' a living frolll the prodncts of

ihe sea.
HARIHllOOll,-,TudgiIJg- fl'OlLl the cxpol'nn.; to whieh tLt'.~e J],.,Ill'rmt'll (lrr~ frcqucntly ;;llbjeetetl,

and the abseJH:c of ill efi{'ds llPOIJ tlJ('ir Ilealtli by reason of ..nch t'XpOt;lll'eS, it may sa rely be t;uid

that they are a har,ly dass of llJell; pC'rlwp:;; l!Ot as uarillg" ~uul YigorOllf', IJowl'wr, as an; the mel!

l'Ilg-aged ill (1C'rp ,,(',1 fislling m~d wlw are oft ell (l bSl'nt. from shol'e for weeks and mouth;,; togtlther.

The l'hore fisl!I'l'Jll('u nre frequ€J1tly compell"ll to 1;!wml tllC night in th('jr litik 0ill'll Loats waiting'

for tlll; turn of tlw title or for a Hl\'orah](; wind.

St:lnnSSIO.\ TO DIFFICULTlltS.-'l'lJcseiiBhrrl!lt'li an' dlrOllic grlllublcr:;;,:lllliliot a]tngptIJeJ' ,vith­

ont l'e<HHliJ. TiI<' ternhle fS(:al'cit,Y of bait, partielllarJy IllJIlOj·ing whl'l1 good tishing is l'l'llortl'l1 b,\

the mon' fort ll11atl'-eOIlJ hillell with the miserahle prices tLey sometimes olltaill fill' their fish, i::; not

ealculat('d to ma];t'. a mall juhilant or mouse dormant energies, if sucll exist. Each is largE"ly Ill'·
pCllllcnt llllDll lii" ,; hllj'el'," wlw, accordiug to Ole state of the market, or for other reasonl'l, lllflJ'

llilTet the tldlC'rwl'u eithN to go fi;;;hillg lwxt mOl'uing or stay at IlOmt'. 1f he g(we contrary to the

alh'iee of hi" llatrOIl lle has a Hl'Y poor <:!JHllce of l'ecI,jdng from him alloY 8um for hill fhill wllidl

will COmrH.'I1sate t lie 10.';R of (imc anu labor. ':rhe wish to acel1nJula te mellnR is therefore absent by

reaS01l of i ts iIllJl().~sibility, auu the time uevoteu to fishing is ouly so much as will provide hirus{'] f

aull faUlilJ' witli-surnctlliug- to eat and wear. Some of these fi':shel'illCn, however, are C'Jlterpril:;ing

nud ilulnstl'louH, alld profi ting' IlJ" the inaeti \-ity of tlleir fdlows they acquire a fair competellce.

It can hardly he :;;idtl th,lt tLe "chrollic grumbler" is lazy, for when se~l'cldng for bait or tra·y­

eling to or from the gmllillh' Ill' will row a large boat several miles and thillk nothing of it. This

apparent coutmuietioll ill IIi:;; Ilature is due to his illahilit.r to change the exist,ing state of £lffairfl

or to earn a liy{'1ilJ()OIl ill allY Dtltl'r way: thns IJardsllil' £lUll privations fire calmly fmhmittpd to

as a wntt"l' of COUl'.'1{!.

J.JACIr or JexTElU'lnsK-)loncy seems to hilve out swaB powers of attraction when otfen'l.l

to these fishprlJlP!l I'HI' ,,"or];: not connected with fishing. A lllembel' of onr staff, who visJted thp

CWlst in 18S0, fOlllHI comlidemble tremble in sccuring Uw serdces of some oU(J who was willing to

row him from place to place, and thcrchy earn good wages, tbout::'h many of them were doillg'

nothing'. A largo,'r l'dlll'll than COIllIll(l{l from sdlillg' fish i1; usually spent as fane;rma;\" first dictate

or serns aR a reuson for Ill'ferring, as long as ])08sihle, the llCxt fishing expedition.
)fAUmAGE AJ>D JIOJom LIPE.-)Iost of these well marr;y at an early age, generally fmlll eighteen

tD twenty ;\'ears: llIe~: tlms become respolI::;ibie for the sllpport of a· familJ" :llmost b('/Qre arrh'ing

at mllulloou.
Tile ltOllSPS OCCUpil'd by the families of these Maine shore-fishermen fife usuallJT old-fashiOtwd

WOOdl'll huilding:;, one and II hal f stories high; ill some cases neat amI home-like ill a.ppearalwr,

hut more gt'nerally lackillg in tMlc and orLIer. .Most of these ilOLUIt;S llnl ~llrf(lUnllel1hy a .. pMeh ..

of gT011lul from three quarters of an acre to three or fonr acres in area, which, if properlJ' attended

to on tbe tla~'s unpropitioul:l for fishing', might prD'('ide largely towanl the support of the family, tnt.

ll('gligC:JCll ehar'leterizes the appearance of many amI weeds :fiOllri"h undisturbed. The families

snbsist, for the most part, npon tile products of tbe sca-ft/ilh, lobsters, and clams-and upon the

vegetables from thf'ir gardens.
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When at home the fisherman of tbis class pa8ses most of bis time ill lounging about with Lis
companions, relating personal ad\'(~nture8 and talkingsllperficiall;y oyer the outlook. Xot possess·

ing a "busiuess head~" he docs not carry these speculations furtber Illan to "llOpe for better luck."
The same time spent, in hunting for bait, scarce as it is, migbt bdtcr serve 10 realize his bOlles.
He mlly, detpite his failings, be considered as bonest, g/)ou'!leartcd; find cmdTHted willl llh lot,
or perhaps We may better express it, resigned to fate.

EDUCATIO:S.-Education i!! not in all advanced state. There arc school,,,; in alnlOi;t all of t111~

fishing towns; where winter and summer sessions are heM, attemled by the youug of hutb fie-xes.
The boy!:! are taken away permanently from school as flOOD as they are considered useful, leadn~ tbe
infereilce a filiI' one that the girls lire better educated when they l(>ayc school tlnlIJ the boys. 1'1]('

means of supplying food for tlle boys' minds being 80 limited it is not f':tl'ange t!J[lt their head" are

undi.sturbed by constant planning of great schemes haYing for their eud the accumulation of wealth.

FINANCIAL CO:'IDITION.-The fishertneu of the llfCscllt time ha..-e lost the priyikge of obt,ain·
in~ on credit articles of fou(l, &c., from the storekeepcl'll, who, on account of the tendency on the
part of the former to avoid tbe payment of their bills, hu\-e in tbe past lost hf':l\"ily. ,Formerly tlJe

fishermen were good customers, lJU.ying extensivel.y and making exertions to fuUiIl tlwir obligatiolls.

A fair lWerage return per anllum to the fisherman, since 1875, when bait began to 1)(' scarce and
the price of ihllI to diminish, iii estimated :.l,t $175; in 1879, howcwr, the majority dill not realize
$100 apiece.

FIsHmUIEK AT GEORGETOW:N.-Tbe shore-fisberulf>n of the Keullebee "idl~ nf G-eorgetowll

aro mostly engaged in pounu fishhJg, but a few are interested in boat fishilJg for cod, haddad"

hakf', and pollock. They are almost wholly dependent fOr their support upon the IllOl1e)' obtained

by the sale of their fisb. In summer, howe"er, a few weeks are Rpent ill pic1dllg amI shipping
berries, 'and in digging eIam~ or cutting ice in winter. They do not (',n~age iJJ lIny one partieu­

lar kind of fishing, but turn their attention to that whieh they believe tu lIe the most profital:tle
at the time. SQme of these meJl always return at nigllt; others, kllown as "campcrf</' start in tlw

spring with a small sto,e, hlanl.etf\, and some cooking utensils, staying away until some neeessil~'

comp('Js them tt) leave for home. The returns earned in this way mwd to {'qual 11m aYera~w,

returns of the deep·sea fi~hermen, but for the pa!'it tllTf'(' or fonr :Yf'ar~ tIll' en"f' 11M. becn Yt'ry

differclit.

BOAT.FISIIERMEN OF PORTLA.ND.-Thl:' boat-fishermell of l'ortlantlli\"e, [(,r tbe most Iltlrt, Oil

tile island!'. in the vicinits of the city and at ea pe ElizaDet Il, DO! h for economy awI for COIl nmimcc

in getting to and from tile fishing grounds. This class represeuts the better element, being lI.~ry

largely composed of married ill{'TI, who prefer to undergo lone~omc hardship in tllcir little boatl:'
remaining near home to being separateu from those dear to them in larg-e Hssels for a long time.

It is estilltuted that the married boat-fishermen of Portland number one hlJndrrd and ten, and that

they posses!'! an l\"\"eroge of about thrM children cacho

8. THE VESSEL-FISBERMU OF JIIAINE.

GENERAL CHARACTEltISl'lGs.-The fishing vessels of Maine are largelJ'manned b;y men of
Americllll birth, most of them llutiycs of this State, who have followed the fisherif'S from their yonl h.

Their habits of liftl are in many respects the same as those of the "hore·fishermen. They baYe, as a

class, all t.he enterprise and daring of the fishermen at the larger ports in MaS83ehu sel ts. Tltt·y are~

however, more conservative and CQntellted, and do not care to risk the great daugers aUending the
winter ftllhetics on t.he Banks, preferring rather to follow the fisheries during tbe summer months,

ap.d to remain idle or engage in other pursuits during the winter. Many of them, howe,er, follow

the shore fisheries in winter Ilnd the vessel fisheries in summer.
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Tbe r(:aSOll whS Hw JlIaine fisbermen do not engage in thi:l ofi'shore wintel' fu>llbti~ can prob­
ably be found in tlJe faet that they ha,e not the ss-stem of mutual insurance which prevails in
Gloucester. The prohability of ,essels being lost on winter trips is so great that few individnals
or firms care to in<:ur tIJe risk without insurance; and the cost of insuring in stock companies is
too Iligh to leaw all;\, profits. It is~ therefore, seemil:Jgl,r a question of tbe profitable employmNlt
of capital, and 110t a lack of courage or €nterprise in the fishermen, iliat hus commonly prevented
thc winter fisheries from beiug esten:sivel,r prosecured from Maine.

In l',ub8tantlRti<ln of this statem(lut, it can be said that a large percentage of the most daring
and efficient lil"hPTlllClJ f'ailiug from Gloucestcr are natives of !Iaine. In lhe sbafll competition
wh:ch exists alllollg tl1e fishermen of this port, those from Maine hold a prominent plooe and are

second to }lone ill blW,PfY, hardll1O\)1,l, an(l seamanship-qnalitic$ which are pte-eminently required

in the winter fisheries.

The following notes, communicated to :rtIr. Earll by a close obsernr, for mallY ;years living in
one of the Ilrincipal fishing ports of "Maine, inuicate the- hllbits and trait5 of those ftsberiMn at.
some of thc fishing ports of this State:

"E..utLY TRAINIl'lG.-A mun about to ship in it vessel will make arrangemcnt.s to take bis boy

with him. The boy i!:l taken out at the age of ten to twelve years. At first he may be kept aboard
tbe vessel cutting sounds and fishing oyer the rail, or be may be allowed to accompany his father
in hi!', dory; amI Emu he. adds to the father's. catch. He returns in the fall and again enters scbool
for the willter tl'rm, but is. taken OLIt again early ill spring to go orr another trip. By the time hI'
i.'j fifteen, or sistern at most, he lJas a dory of Lis Own aud forms onc of the crew, catchiIlg hill
share of the triV. \'lith hi.'j boyi8h desire to be a man he readily takes (0 any vice oommou to
others of the crew, and is. soon led to he as rongh !lS any of his companions. Bis chillf aim
now is to be a fisherman and to be with the fisbermen, and he returns in the fall feeling that
he is too olu for ",elwo1, ami if he enters it is h'tTge\y tha.t he IDa,y bs,\,e a good time. He now wishe,:,
to stndS only gcogrnpb.r antI arithmetic, tbinks reading and spelling beneath bim, while, to use bis
own langullge, 'grammar will do well enough for the biled-shirt fellers and the girle, but as for him
he has no time for such tra~b.' Tlw onl,y way now to reach him ia by a general black-board exer­
cise and course of oral iustruction in those branches against which be is prejudiced. This is be­
ing introduced with f.womble results, but the average fisber-boy takes so little interest in schools
after he bas been away for two or three SlImmers that he will improve but little. The fisbennan's
da.ughter fll:rcs better, for tlwre is little to keep her bul'y outside of school, aud she, if once inter
ested in tbe work, bas the cbance of gratif~'iDtr her desil'~s beyond that of !loy other clalls. As
a result we find lier ofti'n a ,ery bright and intellectual young girl where the school privileges
will allow and where ~hc h~ not kellt back h:l-' the liome infiuenc.-es.

l/ MARRIED LIFE.-1Vben the fi::;hcrman marries he soon has a large famil,y, var,Yiifi.with the
locality, the inferior comlluudties anraging more than the more intellectual and well'1&-doones,
1)1 one section of twent,y families, taken in order as they chanced to live, tbe average 'Was exaotly ri,

the extremes being 11 atld O. The hard times seem to have no influence upon eitber tbe marry,~ge

or birth rate, for in 181'8, the culmination of a series of adverse years, there were more marriages
than for an;r ,ycar since 1814 by considerable, ana tIle birth rate was unusuallY large.-

.. HERftl"OS A]l:tJ 1>lI\Ul"llA('.Y,;l\.-" The connootioll between. b.~n:il.lgl\ !IoUU mllornagell may not 00 ob'fio'll!. tl.l aU, bat
tho Bcotl'h regi~tel'll tMke it c,lcar roough. 10 thll returns for the t,hiJ"d qllltrterof tlnl prerront year (18H) thll regilltnl;r
of FrMerburgb Irt~tell that the berrlng llllhery 'l';ll.1I very I5Ucet>.hf\.ll, lind the vMll6 Qf th'5 eateh. \llcluding (Ifl,11kB snd
curing, may be lIOt down at £t30,000 sterling, and the marriage\l were SO per cent. above tho average, One regbrtrar,
ill hhl return for tbe qUlloTt~r, Npo-rt.. ~~eI!o iu hi@; \liatrlct ' like IUrl.' .,-i.it&, f'5'W lIDd fo.-r btt1l"Qqn.' A.t the fish·
wg villorm it may be pnt more briefly-no herrin;:. no __edding,"
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II LITERAnY TASTES; ASSOClATlOKS.-The fisherman reads but little, ill fact almost !lotb­

ing in tbe way of books, amI connnes himself almost wholly to story papers, thong-It no one paper
seems to ha'7c a pref\.'reuce.

,( The /!lC<'~rnan, b€ be f1.sbcrmun or not I lUl..,,} from long and COllstallt i1,~SodatioH wi~ 11 }Jjs fellows,
h'Town to be It man w IIo is llisconten ted in solitude. He has been so lun go alld eOIl.\>ta II t1,Y in the eOlll­

J)auy of oth"rs that be cannot endure beiIlg alone .. and jm,t here we find a partial cX]llallation of
]lifl discontent with the ordinary shore life. \"heu at home in willter he is llot I:\atisfied to remain

hy llimself; he must ba\'c othe,r meu aroullll him, aud we sec him congTl'gating with others at,

;m old wharf wh«re they Illay while away the time ill jestillg tog~thcr and in eOlJ\'erf;~ttioJl about,
things pertaining to their vocation. If one is going to the .illage half a IJIl1e away he will wait

au hour for the sake of having !lome one to walk down with, and, Mn,ersiIlg' only on subjects con­

nected with his work, he gradually comes to enjoy himself lmly in the sOl:iely of fishermen. Who

lJas Dot o\'(:l'Leard a conversation between two old salts and o1>sel'yetl how ml,;i1,r iI d rifuu.l into

things connected witb the sea and how persistently it clung there'
"HOME LIFE.-The man beiug away so much his wife learus to act as his agent, anti generally

being the more capable of the two she controls matters at bome, and he COmes often ill tllt' capacity

of a boarder. ITer word is considered better tbtn his, aIld she is not infrequcutly the ltmuer. HI'

Jleglects work about the house at the proper time nud Cllts his wood in the snow, &e. Dnriug tlle

hard times be haE! mortgaged his bouse, and often two fawiJief', live togetlll'r wilL litth' or Tlothillg

attractive about them.n

4. THE FISHERMEN OF THE ISLES OF SHOALS.

THE ISLES OF SHOALS FISHERMEN IN 1873.-Concernillg the fishermen of tilt'S!.' ishlllds oil'
the coast of :New Hampshire, Celia Thaxter, in 1873, wrote:

it They lead a life of the greatest hardship and exposure, during the wiutt-'r c';lwcially, settiug'
their trawls 15 or 20 miles to the eastward of the islands, drawing them lJext da;\- if the sturmy
winds and wa,,'es will permit, and taking the fish to Port~mouth to sell. It is dt-'spcmtdy hard
work, traWling at this Beason, with the bitter wind blowing in their teeth and the tlsing spray
iree:T.ing upon en>rything it touches-boats, masts, sa.ils, decks, clothes completel,\-' cased in ice, <trul
fish frozen solid all soon as taken from the water. The inborn politeness of these tislJermell tn

stranger women is somethilJg delightflll to witness. I rememher once lamlillg ill 1'0rtl;[JIonth and

being obliged to cross three or four i'!CllOOneT/!o just in (with tbeir freight of frozen fish Jsing opell­

mOlltbed in a solid mass on deck) to reach the wharf. :No courtly gentlemen could have Ilispla.yed

more beautiful behavior than did tbese rough fellows, all pressing forward with real grace-because
the feeling wbich prompted them was a true and lofty fet·lin/.:-tb help me OWl' the tangle of nlpes

aud sails and anchors to a safe footing on ghore.
'''I

"Very few a.ccidents happen, however: the islanders are a cautions people, Years ago, when
the white wls of their little df;et ofwhale-boats used to tlutter out of the sheltered bight and stand
out to the fishing grounds in the bay, how many eyes followed them in the early light and watched
tbem'ill the dist.1noo through the day, tm, toward sUDset, tlH''y 1il1'read their wings to fiX bac~ with
the evening wind! How patbetic the gathering of women on the headland8 WbCll out of the sky
swept the squall that sent the small boats staggering before it and blinded Ole e....es, alread,y

drowned in teltrs, with sudden rain that hid aky and sea a.nd boats from their eager gaze! • What
wringing of handij, what deijpBiring cries, which tbe wild wind bore away while it caught and flut·
tered the homely dra.peries and unfas-ooned tbe locks of maid and mother to uluw them llbO(l t their
Pille faces and anxious eyes! :Now no longer the little fleet goes fortb, for the greahlr part of the
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islanders ha,e stout sohooners, and go trawling witb profit, if not with pleasure. A few solitaries

fish in smalll1ories~ and euru a slender livelihood thereby.

H )Iost of the men ltre more or less round·shouldered, and seldom row upright, with head erect
aud shoulllcl'S tIJrown back. 'I'hey stoop so much o,er the fisb·tablcs--cleaning, splitting, salting,

packing-that tlwy aeqnire a permanent habit of stooping."·

5. THE INDIAN PISHERMEN OF NEW E:NGL.A:ND.

TnE INDIAJliS 01' T'A,SSJ..JlIAQUODDY DAY.-The Passamaquoudy Indian!l ill the neighborhood

of Eastport, Me.~ are cllgagl'd in TariOllS fil,'berics, the chicf olUeet of pursuit being the porpoise,
wlJieh is taken 1'01' its oil. TLe pursuit is an exciting one, the Indians in their slender birch-bark

calloes approacbillg" to wit1..dlJ gUll-shot, when the animal is killed, and afterward sccured with a
Jam'e, awl ..ither towell to laud or taken into the boat.

INDIANS OF SOInm.mN NEW ENGLAND.-Tbe Indians of Gay Head, a well-knowD settlement
at the w~stern end of Martha's YinC"yard, and of other points on the south coast of New England,

l.wve in U<lY" past been famous wlwJemen, amI were often found filling the position of boat·steerer,
particularly on the Xe\, Bl'dford ships.

6. THE BRITISH·PROVINCIAL FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND.

There were in 1880 about 4~OOO men, natives of the British Provinces, emp1o.red on our fishing
vNlsels. They aJ'e, as It rule, natin~!l of Xova, Scotia, though there are many from Cape Breton

and PrineI' El1wHrrll",land, and a considerable number from other parts of Canada and from New­

fOHlJdland. Tlw :Kova Scotians are, for the most part, of Scotch descent, while the Newfound­

bullers 11 re Irish. :rtfaIII frum Kova Scotia and Cape TIreto n hav.. a share of French blood in their
\·('1us. They are aU known by the gClleral name l( Nova Scotians."

SEAMANSIDP.-A great many of the most skillful fishermen and skippers are from tile vicinity

of Pubnico, Lockport, Lc ITave, and Lunenburg, Nova Scotia. These mcn lJave an hereditar.y

knowledge of maritime sl1hjccts~tor tilere has for a long time been a considerable fleet of bankers

owned in that Pro,ince. Many otbcl' excellent men come from other parts of Soya Seotia, Cape
Breton, and Prince Edward Island.

IMMIGRATloN.-Aeeording to Capt. Epes W. Merchant, of' Gloncester, the first Noya, Scotian

calile to that port about the sear 1828, on the fifhing schooner commanded by Capt. Elisha Oakes.

As will be klhown hereafter, the practice of enlisting Newfoundlanders was common as early as

Hl4S, and bas doubtlcss continued ever since to greater or. less extent
Capt. Fitz J. Babson, tbe collector of customs at Gloucester, in a letter to the Chief of the

Burean of Statistics in 1875, says:

"For some years there has been a large immigration of male adults coming from t.he Provinces

to enga,gc in the :fisheries of Gloucester. They arc mostly young men and unma,rried. Tlw supe·
rior class of ,e8sels belonging to this port employed in the fisheries; the liberal and excellent
q l1aIity of plOyisions furnisued by the owners, the prompt set-tlemen t and payment in cash for the

fares obtailll~d instead of payment in goods, &c., which is the usnal manner of pa;rment to fisber·

lllell at otber places, the rapill promotion to the command of a flne schooner consequent upon skill
amI sUC(less, all conspire to draw tile ambitioulil young seameD from the Provinces.

"These immigrants make up to a large degree tbe crews of our fishing Yessltls, and lienee the
loss of life falls principally npon them. If the 1088 of life were confined to the native population of

thf> town, Gloucoow ~ould Dot long maiutaiu the fishing bm;iueBa.

• Tha:xter's hIes or Shoals, 1873, p. 74.
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"The ca,pital of the Provinces finds better im'estment ill building, equippiug, alld runlliug

vessels in the foreign trade than in the fisbing business. MOf:;t of the filihing (If the Provinces is
pursued in :mall hoats off' shore. Many fishermen of the Provinces do not lla\"(\ 8n01cic11t capital

to build and cquill \l's$('18 to carryon the fishing business as it is dOlw here. l"'.rsDns Mshing to
eUg'dge ill the tisberies usually appl,r first at GloQc(·$ter. Of tlw senoD tllOuS3UU we'n employed in
the fisheries at this '[lort three-fourths are not natives of the town) awl thi" seaSOll tile Provincial

fishermen baye come direct. in "essels to Glouccster rathN than b~< can" or via Bostoll :md othcr

p(lrt8. Vel'S few of these persons rdurll to the Proyinees to make tlwir !Jorne illBI'I.\ again."
M:litly young women come from the Provinces to tbe States Oil the AmerilJUli flo;lting '-essels,

ill parties of from two to six or more. 'rhe passage is generally given to them free, alid they
are kindly amI respectfully trl;\ateu. Manyeome as passengers OIl the same vesi'ocls with their

husbands or brothers. I.Jarge numbers come e,ery ycar to Gloucester to fwek emJ)10yment, and

many of them ultimatel.y marry their countrymen alUong the fishermen"

THE CAtrOlES OF IM!>HGRATION.-T1Je causes of tlJis immigration may he found JJl'imarily in

tIll) poYcrt,r of many of the coast distriets of that Prm'ince. 1/1 certiliI! of tllest' coast l1istrit;ts

the people are to a large extent dependent upon the summer viflits of AmCrlt:,11l ti~lJermell. Iu
tho winter of 186i and 1868, for instance, tbe suffering for want of food among the :s'om Scotian

fishermen is represented to ba,e been very intense. Govcrument, a.ill a nil the charit.," of intli\"iduals
"l'l"ere iUflufficient for its relief.·

Another inducement to the enterpri8illg .YOUllg provincials i~ tbe 0p!lortullily for rapiu

ad.ancem(\llt which may be found in a htrge American fish in g port. A man of ('nergy amI com"a g~'

may in a very f{-'w years become the skipper of a fine schooner) aull be earning a good subsistence

for bis family, who, had he remained at home, would still haw been plying his oan, auel line ill
the monotonous, profitless shore fishery.

"Among the Nova Scotians," writeR .1\11'. George H. Procter, "may be fount! SOUle of tile

smartest skippers of the fleet. These ha\'c malIe good use of the opportuuitil"S prci';ented, and by

their good qualities as seamen; capacity to handle a .essel, and possN-ised with snffieient darblg

to rull the risks of winter fishing, they ba,e attained good positions.. MaDy of them, 'who caDle

here 'With .!Carcel.r a dollar in their pockets, are now OWllcn" or part owners, of Yc"se.]s, showiug

an cnergetic spirit of imlustry and perseverance, which has surmounted difficulties and brought,

as a reward of tlH.lir toil, good returns.
"These men, a.s a class, are natnrally fitted for the business. Born and reur(>u by thc sea,

most of them of POOl:' parents, it became a necessity for them to earn their own liVing at lI. "cry
early age. Fishing was about thc only occupation in which tlleY could ~nga-g~ in the Provinces,

aod in this branch they commenced, bringing to it all tbe energies of youth, ana 11y its pursuit
laying the foundation of robust health, which enabled them to bear the toil it demanded, and

preparing them for the more ad.anced pogitions Which were offered on hoard the American iisbillg

Yf'ssela.
"The yearly yisits of our fishing fleet into the l'ro\illciltl waters show theSe men the contra~t

hetween the two olasses of vessels, American alld Nova Scotian; the one, clipper·bnilt and we]]
allpointed in every particular, and the other, cluIDlSy and far behind in an the mouern illlpro\'eml'llt~

aut! fittings. It is not strange that they had a desire to conned thelllsd.es with the better dn.'>s
of vessels, where opportnnities for becoming masters and owners ",ere so temptingly held out as

tile reward o(imlustry, fidelity, and daring to ven.ture for a trip of fish at the most dangerous and
inclement seasons of the year. They caught the inspiration of tlie Yankee fishermen, as they
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associated with them ill their summer visits after mackerel, and learned of the winter fishing on
Georges and the Banks; of the chances to make profttable trips; the opportunities to get ahead
in the States; nud the atiYantages for their children to obtain an education. They also learned
how well the 'w'ssels were provisioned. All this led them to see~ for cbances on board our vessels,
aud we haye drawlI from the Proyinces hundreds of their population, representing all grades, with
a good proportion of really ...aluable men, who to·day are numbered among the energetic and
thriving citizens of (i 10ucester.11

Again, the sy~tem of opPl'eSSiOll, to which the fishermen of many parts of Nova. Scotia are
subjected b;y the fi."her.\' capitalists, has had a \-ery important influence in inducing them to seek
other hornell.

CANAnIAN FISIlER:\1E~ AT ROME.-Napoleon La\'oie, esq" a Canadian fisher;yofficer, in his
report made in 1875 npOll the Gaspe amI Bonaventure divisions on tbe Gulf of Saint Lawrence,
gin>s the following account of the condition of the population in that region, which explains in
pll rt the causes of the exteusive immigration:

" Changes aTC so few and tbe rate of progress 80 slow on the extent of coast placed nnder my
charge, that it is a very difficult thing to pre8entmy annual report under a new dress and to lmg­

gest matters which lmve not already been a frequent snbject of allusion. There arc, howeYcr,
certain things which require urgent action and which demand continuous public attention. If the
large divisions of Gaspe and Bonaventure, with the exceptional advantages presented h,y reaSOli
of their location on the rich shores of Bay des Chaleurs, ha,e only a population of 30,000 souls,
most of them neglectful of agricultural pursuits, such a slow rate of progress must be attributed to
causes which I baYe in several instances already brought nnder your notice, and to which I must
again call your attention.

"The actual settlement of the coast of Gasp6 and Bay des Obalenrs hardl,Y dates one hundred
years back. Scarcely bad it begun when llowerful firms repaired thither from the Island of Jersey
to take advantage of the labor and resources of the growing population. The ignorance and

improvidence of the settlers, which repeated experience has not yet cured, unfortunately made
them easy tools to the cunning and cupidit.y of merchants, who took advantage of their own

supremacy to keep them in a state of comparative bondage. Tbe policy adopted b,y the founder of
oue of these firms, that of Hobin & Co., could possibly bring no other results than thotic witnessed
at the present time. Tltis far·seeing man understood at once that in order to keep these people
under his power they should be prevented as much as possible from followiD~agricultural pursui1s,

wlJicll wonld ha"e insured a certain amount of independence. He therefore became purcbaser of
tho seigniories of Pahos and Grand Ri"er, and subseqnently deeded this land to the people at the
r...te of ten aores each. Iu spite, however, of the endeavors made to keep settlers tied to their

fishing boats the soil is so fertile and the climate so favorable to 8~ricu1t.nralpursuits that remark­
able progress has been noticed iu late years. The returns, howe,er, of the last four or five years

show that agricultural products have had a tendency to decline rather than to increase, although
there has been no decreMe in tba population. It must not be lost sight of that public works, lum­
bering operations, railways, salmon and lobster canning establishments employed a large number
of hands, which thus wero lost to agriculture. On the other side the want of markets for the sale

of farm produce is a further impediment to the progress of agriculture, the onl,y purchasers being
the Jersey merchants, who bnyat low prices in order to supply fishermen. Even farmers them·
selves dare not sell on credit, as they would be sure to lose the amount of their debt, the merobant.s
r,ompeJ.liog fishermen to give them all their fish.

14 Another reason why agricultural purl!mitB are mora neglected now tha.n they UEU'd to be is the
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~J,d syl>tem of cugaging Ashermen. Up to 6Y~ or ~ix ;rears past the majority tof thil> da£" hired

llmwseh'es only until the l;'jth of August, for what was eallel1 snmmer fi5bing~ the proceeds of
wbh:ll went altogether to l\wfch'<l1tb,; ill paplleut of lWcOUlit:;. On the 15th of August~ let the bills
lJe o;eukd or not, fi8hermen he~\u "''\Itldug; for tuelllsel,·cs, and were tlHlS enabled to purchase tbeil'
winter I,rovisjonS wbe.r\''''J:'" they Jik(~d~ tll(l .t)sh lWjllg l],';ll;l.lly sent to Qut',}J(>c. TIl1l!> tbey f'.ket1 £Jut

It In'illg, ~vd, woikillg at hnnw, were l;\1\u\Md VI cultiyitte a little plot of groullu, which :yielded a
;;l:HIJl retlll'll for tlJeh illuustry. TllC nobius, llowe,er, ~oon found out that tlliiS system madl.l tiw

ti,;!Jel"lneu a little too hlilept'lllleni l llUll antidpating n dlall~e of tigIlteuing (he bonds under which

(tier were kept, gradual1y eltanged tbeir t!1(Jd~ of e'lgagmw,mt to ;tuatuar, Il'jJidJ the impro-rj\i(mt
lln;l too c(jllfiding tishenHejl adopted withoat l}Jlyjng ~l!mdeDt attention tl) its ('±feet, Tbe m{){}(' of

l'I1g-agcm{~nt /.lOW fOllo\Ted on tlw coast of Gal'p6 is the halftime 8ystem. M.,,,t of thc, U"lhertlJeu

are :lent to the large establishments of Percc, SC'fflQrtl PaboB~ a.nd of tile North Coast, tl'l fish there
until tbe eno. of A.ug\l~t or September, 151) that wlJeu the fishing is over tLere ill hardly al\~tuiDg

ldt for them to do. The v;e\\thcr ~B allt to tl~ flO stormy at Lilia period of the refJ,T that weekS ma:r
('lapse before tbe.r are enu}.JleU to tllSll, aud theRe i81H) oC<JIJ1>;iJ.!i0l1 for tlwm Oil shore,

"l'lJili! 8J'gtem, which at first 8igbt lImy "Ct>lU U,h:illltageous, is :\lc\'erthclel'lS disastl'OlIi'i to Ole

Ilslwfmcn, as it- preH~llt8 them from culth'uting thdl: smaU l)lots of hmd l and cOU1pl'ls them to Ill'O­

eUl;'{) everstlJing from merchants, whQ ar~ tlm.s enab\ml to t'.\,k~, ~\t'l\'\littag~of the position ill wlticll

tIley are Maced. This systclU is stin mote Jltt'ju.l.1i6al itl so far as it. iucreast'H tIte eX[J(lrt~ of Je/'sf',r
tinIJ,",. thcrehy diwinil';hing the supply o-u our lllarkds au<l €au,aflelllg tile priec of melfisll. It i/o(

al~o, as ill;},)' be easily understood, ruinous to the cOJ)sth,g tradtL

.. TlleJ:e 1.'1 no need to repeat here what.! '\'rotelalSt J~nr abOllt t'h~.~ {lrm~, their IUod~ of trailing,

nllil 'Il\eir llanow alld ambitil)us views. 'What I thell 8!tiu and ",bn,t I write tG-dM' "ill, 1 W'Jlture
to saJ; be lSufUciellt. t\l enablt\ IOll to understund the po~ition of a large :JIHl weaJthy wrti\Ju ot om'
J)Qill irduu1 Ole ..ituation in wbtco jg [I[ac,,'<1 a wuolo tJOIJlllaCiau reduced t<J an lIno;i';goi$f'd si:lie of
v1lllSabg(\ tbl) wfllJt £if rMOllrces and education aJfor~JJn~ them nO mMllS of resisting ,bis 0J'lm~&.

Hioll. It i8 cert...-'dnlj' uot uselesS' COD my Dart to try Once mote to urge Sour solicitQ.Uc tow:tru8 t.bil\

l.Jhfortuvate class of oor own JleoJlle, wh%e "ositiou iii Ull a1loUlaly of the age ill ,~'hit~h we liY(\,"·
In th~ Will tel;' of 18G1-'02 there was great dl2'",titnti{ln i~Utl 'll1ffering among till.; 1\ewfoulldlaml

ih;[}eftnCD, particull1tly those Hviug ahout Pl:lcimtia Ihy, (tWitl!; cllierlr to tlw pOQr n"lliug jjl tHe

,!\ummer tJf 18Ul.t

TR)..~81ENT Ii'lSJiERMeN.-A. gn'at llulIJJ' fj,o;beJ'JI)l'lI art' {,ycrS year shipIWd hy Amcricull ve/>sels

ill Hw Pn"dllcia1 seaport... allll fl, considerable pJ:Oportioll of t.hese mell, tbougb )·"lldy muldug \lP n

IHlrt of the creW& of our fi&hillg deet, lle\'er uec,ulllc tesiut!uts of the l1uittl<l States'l
T:UE l'ISHER~:U~?i OF :NEWFOUNDL-AXD.-The followiJIg nCl'Ount of t1l!~ 1'iml'foulJJJa:uu 1hd.wl'·

11l(~O giW8 an idea or their peculiatities, most of "Mell are retlJ.iued by th€ merj (if tlmt Ngion who

euter the AroorlcaIl .t1sbing fleets:
•• TlIo speech of the ]i(l1vfotllltHanQ fis'ucrlli~1.l\ is fntl of tlhrases deriW'd from lIi8 ~H'r~,·un:,:

emplo.yml.'nta. To 1J,)ake an enga.gemt!0 tfor It tenn of l'.e~"("iw i!l, to 't\bip' "-ll h 1\11'. So-alld-f.lo. I'~"ell

f;I'\"Ylill.t girhl UTe said to ; ship 101' six months' whetl tnt>,1 cllga.ge with. a mislresJ;:. -i\ S(Hltlg Ill/HI

I ",hil)!>' hilll6etfto a tlweetbeart when they are affiallceu; and II chuf('ll i<; 8ltid io bare. 'sbiJllle<1' II
.. ---;'-R~\)fC<!mllliM~~ ofC~p~~··~--·- ~_ ...~--_ ....--... --_..-._- ..

t CaplJ A..nn .ldvtlrlllii'r, J,g.Ullftry 24, 1662.
t The (}}(lueellrer Ti)legtll.llh of June 8, 1871), r"""'l~yk.lI: " (jar cort'ellpoodllnt ~t Pun H!1~til1:;" C"~I,e ~ret..ol), ~eDd~

lIS ~be fuUowlDg fiwiug item!!': Sehttonel' YaJlG-O, of pl'ovio(:ct"",'u, Captain )lon'illon, r,rri~'l'd hl'1'C 'May 2l i 'Wok ffi<.ltl

ant1 8n,Pll)ie5 ADd BlIHoo. D,onn. on 8. &hing voysl{;f) 27th. Sdl0011el: J nlian, of l'l'o"inl'''ttI'W~,c",~t1l,(n DonJ in, 81"1'i"OO
Inl>t ODd toQk tWIn and lmppli98 fm: Jl iJlihing 'VDrupe' to OnwiJ lllllllr.. f',,,b(>\,,,,,,r Qri<Jla., of T'l,,,vil,cet,'l'\vll, (;°I,hil1

Donlin, /l.f.tiV/:!d ~l.t.t 1M t()(lk lI\etl al\d supp1iell for a. \illhing "'t>:ilv,l;~ to Gmnd Buuk,"
B}l:(J tv-2
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new parson, or perhaps he is called the' skipper' of the church. The master of the house, what.

ever his occupation I is invariably 'Ow skipper,' and the mistress is 'tbe woman.' •How '8 the
woman" is the mmul way in which a man is asked regareiing the health of his wife. Gaining an
auxantage OVer a man is called 'g(~ttil]g to windward of him.' . •lIr. Blank is a terrible knowin'
UMO; them's no gettin' to wind ward of him.' Is a man proslJerous, he is said to be making' head.
WilY'; if the reverse I he is 'going to leeward.' 1'0 iuitiate any undertaking is described as 'getting
it under waJ'; and to live meQnl;· and lJarsimoniously is to' go very near the wind.' There is Ii

world of weanill g in the Newfoundland pro,erb, l the big fish eat the little ones.' Thus pithily and
with a sort ofrnournfnl cynicism do they at times describe their own forlorn condition at the end
of a. fisbing seasoTI) whell , in payment of their debt~l the whole proceeds of their toil go to the store
of the wealtby me-rebant, while they are half starring during winter.

"Of profitless talk) it is said ill reproof;.' words fiB no nets.' A dull, plodding man. who sue­
eeeds in spite of deficiclley by honest industry, is saicl to 'get, on by diut of stupidit.y and hard
work'-\\ mo~t "'~llre5sive deserilltion.

"Another pccnliarit.y of the Newfoundland fishermen, uCl'h-ed from their sea-faring habits, is
an inordinate fondness for flags. Every merchant has bis flag flying on his storehouse or wharf,
as though a state of acti,e warfare existed, while at the- principal harbors the approach of each

vessel is signaled by a flag, be it schooner, brig, briganti!lc, or ship. On Signal Hill, O'-erIookiug
Saint John's Harbor, three masts are erected, and at times,.,when a number of vessels arc approach­
ing the port, these, with their yards, look like a uraper's shop, with the various flags streaming in
the, wind. Flagf>, however, are uti.lit;ed in other wass. "'hen ans important personage bas 'crossed
the bourne whence no traveler returns,' the flags are boistedhalf.mastj but when a wedding takes

place, all the bunting in the place fioats in tbe breeze. Dig 'sealing guns' [used in shootin!r seals
on the ice], whose report is like that of small cannon, are brought out and fired continuously, and
evidently afford the greatest delight on these joyous occasions. In the lontports,' a8 all places
but Saint John's are named, it is usual to catch the happy couple in a not as they emerge from a

church-a symbolic net, perhaps-indicating t,bat both are netted for life. In thl'se •outportil,' too,
church bells are few and far between, and the time for each service is indicated by hoisting OD a
pole a flag, on which is emblazoned the miter or the cross. Each school-honse, too, bas its flag­

staff, and when the flag is hoisted the urchins ure seen cOl)ling along the pathe, 'creeping like snails
unwillingl~" to school.'

"Near the shores Newfoundland is rock~', the ground being everywhere covered with stones of
all sizes. The word 'stone,' bowenr, is rarely used, the smallest pebble and the largest bowlder
bt:ing alike called a'rock.' Boys iovariably sp"a'k of 'firing roCKS,' but never of throwing stones.
A servant was asked how she had been Sllentling her time lately. Her reply, 'Why, I have been
heavin' rocks out of them raisins for tIle best part of an hour.' Thus' stoning fruit,' is 'heavin'
rocks'in lTewfoundland. S\} abundant are the rocks in SQme places and SO scanty the soil that
suitable gronnd for the Imrial of the dead cannot be found; and amid huge bowlders the gra,\,es
~Pe made by 80iI'brollglJt from a disbmoo; or, where this is not possible, the coffin is laid upon the
rock above ground all/I then walled in aDd col·cred. It is not very uncommon for graves to be dug
les8 in depth than the coffin. Of coulse this is true only in certain localities.

"Among the primiti.e population of the' outporis' there is, among the Protestnnt portion,

8. wonderful passion for choosing llames taken from the Old Testament, and these at times the

oddest and most uncommotl they can select. Israels, Reubens, Daniels, Aza-riahs, and Isaiahs are
plentiful as • rocks.' Bnt it is rather startling to be introduced to Mi88 LoRuhamah Tuck&', or
Miss Lo-Ammi Squires, and to be told that the little flaxen-headed girl yOll are trying to make
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friends with rejoices ill the name borne by one of the daughters of the patriarch ,Tob, Kereu-hap­

pnch, or that the baby's name is ,TcrLlsha. To tLose not quite f:.lIniliar with Script ure names it Dlay

be well to t:>ay that the first two are to be founu ill llo,;ca, I, G, O. It is Oll n~coru tLat OtiC child
was baptized Beersheba, entered in the marriage ngistcr in lhw time as BatLslleha, but alwaJI';
called Bertha by Ler neighbors. A clergyman of the 0hun:h of Ellglanu relates tLatJJllcc in

beginning a ser"ice ill a private house in an ' outport' a W01ll1111 Ill'ar him, illtPllding 110 offensi,e

familiarity, lifte<l up a corner.of hi~ surplice, and, aner CJmnlil;illg it with finger amI thumb, pro­

nounced it aloud, 'A beautifnl 11iece of stuff.' Under similar circuDls!;Hlel'S l1e was startIl'd 011

another occnsion, in the middle of Lis sermoJl, 1).)' an (Jld woman in the chimney corner calling out

to some young ones, 'My gracious, gil'Is, l'n~ for~ot the Ioaf! Julia, go ont to tho next IHll1M' aud
hang 011 the bake-!l..,t.' Jt mnst be understood that these instances occnrrcd in some of iIll.! prim­

ith"e outlying settlem.ents, far from the center of chilizatiou, wheTe tLe people seldom sec a clcrgr"
man, alld are quite unaccustomed to the solemnities of religious a.'lsemblief'. They we!collie ('agl'rly
the rare visit of clergymen in these scattered lmmlets, and whole hatches of childrell of \-arioI1S
ages are balltized by him at, the same time. So eolll is weather in wiuter, in the more northerly
})arls of the island, anll so wretched their lJOusel', IbM, ill order to keep the JOllf from fl'el'2:hlg at

night, it is a practice to wrap it in the hhm];:et Hlld take it to bed wheII retiring.

"'The populution is 11 mixed oue, 1](>UI'1,y llalf hein>; tLe (]ef',('('ud:mfs of Iri;;h sl'ttlers, til(; re~t

English; most of them sprung from progenitors wllo camp orig:illally froJJl l)e,ollsltil't', 1)or"'et­

shire, and Hampshire. 'Ihe descendauts of the latter retain lIluny of tlll' peculiarHks of ;;pl-cdl

wlJieh still di8tinguish the peasants of De,·onsbire. Iher say, '1'.-; took llO notice to s1le,' tlJut is,

110 notice of ber. ' Did 'ee want anytbing wi' If' 'Ihey sJll·ak of tlleir' 11:l1l(Jsec; awl posi,,;c;; j' 01'

their cows being' alossed,' and their bread' amade.' TIH'y will say' JlIllllhe 1'1'1 gnnn home.' Tile

parson is l pareson,' and they ask him to "bide a spurt' with thrill. A' f;]lell' is diLer short con­

tilJUllnCe lit labor or It time of rest. SlJOrt distaucl's !lrt', in common s }If'('(~II, me:Hmrl'U liS 'SlWU",.'

Thus 'two shonlder spells' is a distance a mall wOlllll ordiuurily carry a burden on lli", shouhkr."\.

resting once ill the midst. The word' obellience' is 1';0 metim('l'! nsml for' oheii':m('e.' Thu,,;, ell il­

dren are directed to 'make their obrtlience,' that is, to bow courtCRY. The illlwllit:wtloi of a settll'

ment are called' liders,' and if any district he uuinll:]hite.l there are ,w i<l to be uo ' liviefl.;' in i!.

An expressin~ phrase is used to indicate a fall in the ternperature-' To-di1J is II jadi:et colder th:lll

YC!lterda;y.' 'How do times go"ern in Saint Johu's! l is a common qncstion which is answered hy

recounting the prices of fish, oil, anll provisions. -, Praise the fair day at e'fll,' is the Scottish

proverb which has its counterpart itl Kewfoulldlaml,' 'I'raisc the l,ritlge thnt carries ;you m"er:
The folly of lazy, shiftless expedients i8 well eXpn\SHeU by sa;yiug 'He liits in onc of the tilt and
burns the other.' When admiration of a benevolent man il;\ expressed, he is (ll!scribed fiS 'a tC\'l'i­

vie kind man; 1 or the weather is commelldl'u by sa.ring, 'It's a s1Jockil)g line day.' Clever,in

"Kewfoundland, means strong or large. A j clever man' is a stout j large man. A 'clever bab,\--'

if'. a hearty, big baby. .A. singular USe of the word' aecolllUloo,tlion' is COillmon. A person of had
l't~IJllte is said to have '3 very bad accommodation.' Or a servilnt QIl leayillg tis master reqtw,,;ts

'au aeoommodation,' evidently a corruption of recommendation.
a With all their primitive and often amu:,;ing peculiarities amI local cllstoms the ftsherfolk of

NeWfoundland have many sterling qualities of head and heart; UlHl all they waut to put them on :t

level with corresponding classes in other countries more a{lmnced ill the lirts of ci"ilized life i.,

edUCation. No one conld live among them without liking them. In simplicit.y of cbluacter,

Warmth of heart, kindness, and hospitality, they are unsurpassetl.-

• C..pe Ann Adv('rtiser, .Tanuary 15, 187~,_
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FISllI);G YILLA(a;~ or ).:-:h;WluC-"lH.A;:.<Il.-A l\'liter ill Harpe)"'/{ M:lgazine fur IS;;-t writes:

"Fishing, or SOUle proccs,'l COlI!H'('lP(] II·itIJ it, is tile oecul,atioIJ of allllo"t eq'T.Y man, woman,

l\.lJtl child in the coulltry. Out. of Sltlllt ,John's, eillJCT DiSh or "owc sign Df tlJl~ finny t)"ihr~ yidble or

odoriferous is nwt witil w!J('l'en~r tlll'l'l' i~ a l'OllulatioJl. At a lli~ta!lel: from tlw eapilal~ in the

~Illa]] l'e.ttlenwllts, tIle fio;herlUen ]iq: in IlIJJlainf(~\l wood,'1l cottages, scatllo'l'('lj in tIle coyes, now

llere}l(,tl UpOIJ rocks or hilhlell ill tlil' WIll];S, tilt' Ilt,jghbol'lJOod s]wwiJlg SllJall ]Hltches of ellitinltlo'd

garden gl'OulHI aud cnjlf\CS ()f stun tcd wood. EadJ cabin lws it IS fish ilal,t" a kiwI of ]'(Hk platform,

dc\"atetl 011 ]loll'S ten or t\H,i\'C feet Ligh, t:oH:I('ll wilh a matting of "ticks alHl honghs~ OJI which

tIle fish arc laid out to ory. At a eOUY\,lliellt point Oil lL\' <;Loro is a st:lge, umdl morc "trungly

constructed, jnltiug on I. oyer thc water. It forms a small pirr, made in part to sen'c the IHlllI0;,;('

(>f a ladlkr1 at wldell a landing fn~qll(·utl.y is 1l10llt' pOfl"illle on the stecp UlHI rock-hOIljJ(l coa,,!.

.• OIJ rt'lllfJJiIlg from the i1shillg gl'OUlHl, the lloat is hrougbt to the l!tagl' with tLc e:lrgll, :mli

~tiekilJg- a l'nHig ill the lll'ad of each fish, ILl'S llre thrOIYlJ UpOll the stnge Olle b;r oue, as lilly is

pitclH'd into a. carl. ~nw operatioll:> of euttiIlg opeH1t:lking oul. the eutrails, prcsen·illg the li\'cr lor

nil, remo\'ill~ the IHlckbouc, llnd salting, arc iWlliC'(}iately jJcrfnrmell upon file stn gt', in which

Ihe younger mem lwrs of the family are ('1YIplop:d. 'rhe dJ'jing Oil 1110 itakcs is tIle bst process.

"It is tllO inshore fishC'ry tLat is pro:::;rl:ut('{] by till' :Dritisll, Jlot cxtf'wlilJg gl'llcr,llly J1Inre tlmn

a JJlile or two froJJl the harbor!', that of the Great nank being' ahaudonrtl to the Yanl,res awl

V rt'nc1l."
EARLY KNLISTlIn;';';T O}' ~EWJ'Or:I'iDLA:-iDERS lei TilE FlJ:1111;!l·IES OJ.<' XEW E~GLA""D.~T!.le

1'1I11owillg rxtrae! from IInhlmnl's Hifltor)' of :Xl'W Engla.nd, referring to e\'eut~ whieh took place

ill 1648, sIJOws lhat fi"IlerrtwlI fl'Om the reg-ioug llO\\" (le"ignat(,ll as tlll' J~rit.ish PrOyill("ci;, partici­

]latrd ill the !l"llf'rirs of :Xew England at that tillJe:

"SOllill of tb(',se petitioners being bOll nu for England, IIIt'ir 1',lpel'8 wen~ seHr(;hed h.r the

au thorit,y of the gOYCrmJI' a.nd (;ouncil, amongst which were fOUlul t1w copies of some pl'litioJls and

queril's to be presfllted to tlle comn.Lissioners for lllantatioll8. Qlle prtitioll waR from "olUe non

fn'em('n, pretended to be in the name, and npon the sighs and tears, of lUan;y lhous<lntl8, &c. In

tlw IJl'l',LUlble they sllOwed how tlJe.y werc drireu out of their natiyc cOUIllry by thc tyraulJ.r of the
lIi:,;]JOps, &c. Gil{; of their petitions was fur libl'rtr of conscience and fol' a gctleral g(r\'C.Tnor. The.y

bad "eut their agonts IIIJ amI down the conn try to get hanos to this [)ctition, but of ti.Jc many thou­

S:HII.l.S thes spake of, t!w,Y coull] find hut tW('lJt,Y·fj\,c !Iamb 10 the dlief petition, amI tlJOsc wen',
for tlle llJost IMrt, either young: IIII'll who came oyer sel'Ya.nts all(l II('n'r had O\,('TJIllleh silew of

religion in them or, fislwrmcll of l\farhleheall, feared to he llrofanc Jler80m~, divers of' whom wcre

!'I"cllgbt the last ;year from NewfouJl()Ianu for the fj,.;hilli,i season, and so to return again. Others

\H'n~ Ilrl1wll in hy their rdlltioll<'i, flwl thoS(' tl,'pendell 1I]101L for llJ"ans how to li\"c."·

7. THE IRISH FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND.

Jlllsu;,.mN IN TilE GLOrCEfJTEll A:,;n BOSTO:-r FLE~;TS.- Tllere are muuy Irishmon ill ille

c;.loul'(·.~tel' fleet; among them arc imHddnals who haw distingllisllcd Ihemsel.es by their skill

as ih;JWTDJl'Il. As a rule, hOWl'\·CI', th(~iSe men, as well as those of Irish descelJt WllO ha\"c eome

from Xl'wfoll noland, are from tile peaS3.1l t cl3 sses, all d II re remarkahIe ra ther fo!' "tolitl it;>, i nd iffer

l'IW\, 10 d,11l;:-el', omI endurance of hardship, than fOT enterprise and actidly, They are mo!>!

likely tt, hI' found amollg II,I' l']"('WS of Ihe George's-men, the llullmollotony of hand·lining' being

lwttpr suite!l to their tCllllwr,UJll'll! lS 111<lJJ 10 Ihat of tlH' A IlIcl'lcam" who pr'l'f('J' the eleaner, safer,
------_. _.. _-- ._ ...._-_._--_._--- --_...- ..._~_.__._-_._. ---- --_._--_._-_.__ . -.- .._._- ...__.
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vminule, auu mOil' t1(~l"\·0t1:i ('J)JjJ]n,nJH'JJ t of JlW('J,ITt') (';l/l'!);l):':, 01' 1111' JJWH' rmlllll1t'1'atin" ::lIlU f'scit­

iug experieuces of tJle fre",h·1I:l1ibllt lis]l('r~·.

Till' 11 i1ili 1hshel'lul:'u are of!~'n d:llllliJ';h, uruJ all hitih 15kil'per SVUl) g;lUwrs ;mlllwl h!m II CHm"

of his OWll llation:llity, Yef;s{·l~ tlllm nlallned an' Hot not(·(] for their ll·imllCSs nUll llcutuess,

A t ]~os\(1ll 1111:'1(' L~ :I cOllsidcnJhh· fh:d of mnrkd boat.,; 0\\J)j'11 ,lJul mlJJlllf'U f'lJlird,Y hy tt~!Jer­

well from tLl' \\"I'-"t eoa.':>t· of In,JalHl, TJwir hO:1tK :11'0 built. prccil';(·ly Ii lie tilo~p or Galway allu tlH'y

emJlI()~ tlwir OWIi 110llW llletLmb. TlJis Jisher.y is Jescrilwd at ]",ngtlJ l'l"'{~WJWH'. .:\ mlmber of

t hesc lrish boa Is lOny be seell at allY time in illl' (lod,:" :tl Commerei:ll or "T" \V ltarYcC\: Boslou,

aml it b tIoulJtfnl if nnywbere ('be in tLis conIlt ,.,' (~:lU 1)(' ~t'l'll gil lllHulllltef;l/{,(J a H'JltPH'llt~tioll of

Irish peasantry as in tile (Jl!l ti"hprmen who C\it abou t the (lods ('ou u ling" tht'ir fb]1 and ellattin~ ill

Gaelic.

8. THE SCANDINAVIAN FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND.

SCA:r:..-DIKi\YIAKf,; IN TilE GtOUC:LS1'Err FLEET,-'l1JCH' lllay be fouuu among tilt' Glo]le(!Ml'r

fis]lcrmen It large !Jcrccntag<:> of S,'andimIYialls, J]J(lstly :Korwegiml, a eflnsilh'rahh' 11 HIll her or

Sweues, antI a few DaueR.
Thr'yare intelligent, eul el')wip.ing IIlt'll, :t large proportiou of wJJf)\n rii'(' to flu, {'(\\lllllaIH] of

\"l~ssds. rII lllan;\" of tlll'ir trait~ tllPY n'J;l·mllh' the fish,'l'Ilu"n of N (·w Eug]:l1](l hirt h.. Stl"Ollg,

accLlstomed to bal'lh-;Jli p, ~ki1!el1 in tlH~ mftnagemeut of slJIall boats from IOllg eXpel'jplwe iuhf"riteli

;l_lld }It'H:oual at hOHle, tlwy ;U"C lwst t;mited for trawling and hand-liuillg from dori,'s. TlJe p.dlOo!i'l

of Norwa,Y aTIlI Swcllen 11~(Ye tanght til,'1ll 11:tYigation thoroughly ami wo.~t ()f thel]) ;11'(' l':'\(~f'Il~'llt

Railol'S, haYing s~rnO!l1 fl't'qnell( ly ill Ihe 1Tl0rdJant marine. Man:,! of the!>e mel! IJ an' familie>:, IlHdllg

lJrooght their wi\'es wil h them from hOHH') or married thpir cOIllltrywolLl(' n who han' eome 0\'1'1"

alone. ThPf IOoon ll'am to sJlcak Engli"h,

9. THE PORTUGUJ;SE FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLANll.

l'ORTtJG'CEsr; 1'1lO:lf TIlE AY,Ol~g h':].A:'\lJs,-The so·caned rol'tugnese jl,;heruwu of l'\t~W Ellg"

hud are, with f{'w ('xceptioDR, lwt)W'S {If the Azores or 'Yest{'nl·'lsland.s. Thdl' altenticm TI-:l1;

(loubtlefls uil'ectell to thh; eOllldrs hS Illl' dsilf; of Uw Cape Cod yessels to Iheir islands. A fayorile

ernising ground of tve Prol';lH~do1rJJ "'lwrm-wlmJI'I's was tue <; 'Yestern GrolIlHl/' whieb is situuted
oft' the Azores. These Hsspls, as well as tllO";(' of ~ew lkdfonl and Kautud:d, haY{~ for m'arly

t.llree-quarters of a eent llIy l!t'el! <lI~eustomr'(] to tOllcll at F;lyal to recruit, to bwl Nick men, Ilml fo

~hip hOlDe oil. Extra hUllaS wele oftt'n .::bipped at Ihe j~hll](li:1 to fill up tlw complclllelll or the

eI'OW or to .fill tIw I,laces of !Jt'.serfrI8. Man;r were brought lJOmc ill tlj{~ wlwJI' sLips: !!lld, ns a

cOllsequence, SOUle of the ruore {'uterpl'ising beg-an to liring oyer thdr families, A gn';lt impnhsc

wns giwn to tLeir emigration ill 18,j3, wuelJ the. grllWlh of a fnngm: (le\"flstfltC{1 lue yjllPynrtl~ alH)

the Wille crop of the Azore" lJeg-un raphlly to £\li1.
. .
l'Oll1'FGTTESB COLOl'i1BS IX NEW ENGLAXD.-1'JJ(' largest colonies are at l'n)\'ilJcelmn)~

where t1Wl'e arc Ilnmerons fand!ics established, and 10tU lmndred of the fis]wrmen from this pprt

nrc \VcsfcfJJ Il'lallliers. At GI{Jllcesfert also, there ill a c{llIRiuer;lble coloIly at l' I'ort Ugt'l~ II ill,"
and about two hUlIllred null fifty Portuguese tisllermdl in t be fjpct. 'There are lllally Porlug-uese

families lidug at New Bedford and about {'ight hllndrNI of the wlH\lemen saililJg from IH'f(' arr of

this nationality.
CIIARAC1'ERISTICS OF PORTUGUEf:;E FISITER:ln;x.-Thc Portuguese at sea arc indu~lrious

and daring, hrwing been accustomed for generntions to lives ofha.rdship antI advcnture in the boat
~sheries at home, and by instinct stnftl:,-" labo:ri'I'R ana frugal economistR. They IDa];:p good cooks
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,)1' ';l't"w~ll·th," and an, oft('ll l"oulJd ,,;('nipg ill that capacity. On shore tJ..18y Ji.e ill litih~ Lome"

of tlwir OWII, huilt to~dll('l' ill ,~l1I:lll COHlml~lJiljc;;, nll'J mingling scarcely at all with tlleir AUlel'i­

"all IH,iglJ1wri'; alll!ran:l.r, if l"l't", gOillg: 011t to ",'rviee. l\lCll are abSClIt iu sumwcr at spa, amI ill

1111' ,rill [l'r t'IJ.:'Jlge ill the slwJ"l' fL~IH'l'ie", TLw IIOIJl!'Il a /Ill children contrilmtc to the gelwral pro,~·

11(,)·it} Il.\' g;ltlJ('l'iug 1,t'l'l'it,,, and ll("~l('ll phllll;; for ;;all', aliu hy fmall hou8cholli inuustric8, III l'ro\­

I iH:etO\\n theJ are rathpj' Iooh.pd dOI\1I Ul'0ll ;I1lLl a'l"oide(l !oJ tlw nati,c population, but ibis is appal'

l'lltly tlw r('bnlt uf l':W{' pl"t~jlllli(·(', I()l' tJl('J are I1011 est a!HI ullobtrusive. TIH',y are alwa;i's self-Slip,

purtiug I!IHI lJfiell \l'dl to du, ~\.t ],'t'll tlH' JlI('1I are rceoguized all equalii h.r tlwir JSldJJillates, JlltI

11'l'l'(' are few yebH,ICi \\lti(,h ],al-e llot alll{lllf;" tlJeir cn~w", SOlIle "Jlallue!'1 or ~'Allloll('." wlio talk" a

(Ii,lll'd oj' Lati1J- Ellgli.~IJ allll ~WITl'S as a st i1l1111mlt to etlJilolngkal speculatiolls anlOllg IIi;;; suijJllwtvs,

Tile II"OIlWU Ul'(' ]JOl ,~o lllileu ill illk]'c()IlI"'~' wit!J ~"-IlIe]':CilJl-" a,~ Hl\' men, and u,",wdl'y speak Ellgli"h

\,- illl diflieult ~'. Tiley an' a h\-a~'s lIeu,!! t. Ca t 1101 i e~ a wI liwl", lip at I'r(l\'iflcptowll am] G JOIl('('St1'1'

a larg'(' j):ll'1 of tlt,e tOJl~-rq::ati(l1l iu iL,' l"!llln']u,s oj' t Iii" ,~vtt,

Of j;' ;,' .'('IOS a lllllii bl'I' fJr J '01111 g'rw~e JI:I \1' 11('l'ouJ{' sl; ippel's of (~l(lllt'('stu' \l',~"d" ;1Ilt! puJ'l

u\\llt'I"~ :IS \',(·11, Tlwn' Wil" j()r;l1l"l"l~-;1 Jln~i(\(lin' :lg:ail::,;t a'llolI'illg- \.llem to talit, Iht'i\l' po"itiollS, uut,

tlJIS i,; llOW ,'ani"lljllp:, A Po]'! n;tll(','e sbPi"'!, r.i1'c!y klS :l1Iy lmt l'Ol"IUg'IW"I' ill his en~w. A~ a

d :If,, il]('y ,,('('111 to l'l'..h'1 the U ('Ul';1.l"C ("lid li,,!wry !l, tll(~ pOWl" fbllt'l'it'8, mon' tll:Ill two- j hinls of

:111 tin' I'nl':ll.L;'lII::"{' ti>;]l('!"1II1'1l (if (;j;'iu"',d 1'1' in ] :-;70 lll'iug ill til(' Gporg(,'f; Ih'd.

10. THE NEGRO FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND,

S EG lWl';S .AS W!1ALL:I[EX,-~ell ElIgI:llHI has 1"1:\\" nvgTo U"lll.'l'IlH'1l except ill it::; wlJaling" Jkd,

tuou;:!J oeea"ioiJilll,I ou\' j~ fuulld '~('J"\jllg llf) euo\;: OIL n COlI or miwli.t:l'd SuhoOlll'r, In ]~8(1 j]J{'f('

1I':lt' Bot:1 ]l('~Tn alllOllg tIl<' .l,;JOflw(,t, ill IIw (;lorw(',~tl'l' fI('('1.

'1'11 t' \\ll<l1illi,:" ill-,-I of );l-\\ ];(,(l!(rltl lw" allJOllg it" en'wl; milliY llt'gloe~, some sljij)!'ed in tIl("

"'('M lurlil's, lit Iwl'.~ piek!'IJ 111) ;j t Z;llIzi ",II' alltl otlWI' n'el'uitiJlg stations. In 1880 llJPrt> Wl're two

lnlll,!lT<! lJt:;.;'t"lh'" ill ihe iket.
Tile J'rol' i11('1'1'"\"11 ,v!J:t1I'I'S oft ell o;hip a pnl'l of 1h,i!' crew at Jallilliea, St. Croix, 01' otller 01"

III\' \\"e"t IJl(lia l...d01 J1(i,.;. Tll("iw 11l',~I'IH:.~ :U't' ran'1,.. of llIixed bloOll, and are aelivl', !lO\H'rfnl men!
S]H':l1jUg a ]!lilois IlanJ! ... 10 hI' lllj(lE'I'.~i('Ull PH'Jj h,\' i]IOH' who lire fmlliliar with the ~IweelJ of tb.,
IH'P'Ol'~ or ! bd]' U\\ll ~l<l ft's. X('~TOl'S S(lIIIl'! i nil's a ita ill to tLc jll/sit ion of boat·steerer, hut I have

!11'l'1J ull~lhlt' to k~lrll of iu,.;l:11U'('S \\']Il'I'" Ult'y ha.e beeorne captains or ('YCll mates.

11. THE ';BAYMEN" OR FISHERMEN OF LONG ISLAND,

THE HABITS OF "nAYMEK."-Till' t'11:1I',wtN of tlw fii;heries of Long Islantl, New York, i,.;

~ll<;h lim! it is a most di1lieult waller to ,let,'rmillC how UlaU)" men are professionally cngag(·d in

ilwltl. Tile IIH'1l \\'h(l JiSll are also llJ' tiiIl!'S oystermen, farmers, clannners, yachtslllcn, UTld gunlJers,

following eitlwI' (If thelill oceullatiolis a1; lltt'y lUay f't.ld at (lifi't',nmt times inc1iu('d. On the i'loutIJ

OlllOre, aml ill ;;01lle other Jlarts, HlP:' f;l,yh~ ih('lUseln's "b;l,}'men," :Many of them own ,}'a,'hls of

fww ;1 jo :.;n tOll", an' gllou sailors, awl I,ecp their boats neatly painted, 80 that wlien taking out

parties of :lllgl'Ts to iish for hludi;;h lJr otlier fishes tLeil' hoat trouJu hardly be thougbt to have

been cugaged i II oy,~terill;; most of ill{' will tel'. This class of 11ICll are ver,r numcrous ill all part,s,

lllUI whil{, ill(li\'id II all y OWS taI;:e but few fh;LJ, collectin~J.\' till'll' catch amounts to conf;iderahle ill

the (Jouri'll' of the ye:ll', Thew" bayllH'Il" ~f't from $:, to $5 pel" da;J' for sailing a part,}', and u811aJl~~

gl't, all tbr- fish, although tlH'y do not dl'mJwd il as part of {hi' t'on tral't, a.il is the case at. Borne plu('('s

on tlll' Xl', II' .TI '\''\('Y (~():l sf,



PLATE 3.

Portll~Uf'ae fn'lU Cape 11" \'(\rolo hhwh, "ngnl!."ctl in ,,"hal<- ti~ll('ry from )\if,,,, jl,.<lf<l:rd, Mass.

From, l,hotol;tPjlh by 'I. W.lllJlillje.
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The men engaged in the menbaden fisheries are drawn from all parts of the island, are gen·
erally SO[lS (,1" farmers, anll, with tlH' exception of tbe captains of tne steamers, engineers, and the

snperintendents of the factories, are not usually in the business more tban a season or two.
MORA-LB.-The people who arc engaged in the Islaml fisheries hn,e more the manners and

appearance of farmers than of the illhabitunts..of the exclusively fh;hillg towns of the EU5tern
Stah$, and they will compare favorably ill regard to edncation, thrift, and moral!> with most rural

populations. I think that thel:5e virtnes increase with the number of miles between the villages
and New York City, and that there is also a difl'erence between the llorth and south sides in tbis
respect which may have had ~ome illfluence on the sdection of so many places of rcsidence by
wf'altu.y New Yorkers on the south side, with its flat, low, barren hUlds, and Oll tue wuters of the
uninteresting Great South Eay, in preference to the high, rolling" nortb side, with its charming,
deep, romantic bays j here there hal'c been more deeds of violence, - and among the majority
of the native population the language of ordinary intercourse is a sbade more profane and loose.
We do not mean b:,!" this to aSSl'I't that, even in the dilltrict spoken of, these unprofitable .ices arc ill

excess of what one often finds in the interior, for most obBcr.ant men must have noticed that iu
small villages and country places there is, e-s!leeialls among young men, nn affectation of prof'lIlit.y
and its accompall~'ing ,'ulgarity which seems strained to a eity.bred mall, and at first asUmis!lf's
him when heard from allY but tbe yilest of men. To those who have been much among soldieril,
sailors, and fisherIlH:ll, it. i~ not at allsul'pl'ising to hear bad hlllguage frcm men who arc gO well
known for their llOnest and upright eonduct that they think that thc.r CUll afford to he carcll'i'is in
respect to this, a point which, boweycr, impresses the stranger uIlf~vora1J]y.

HOMEs.-The dwelliIlg13 of the fisbermen arc generally neatly llUiIltt.'d and comfortable; their
families well dressed j and ft is rare to see an exceptlon to this rule, for the YHricd llUrsuits illduded
in tht l1l'ot of labors by wllkh a LGl\g 1s1al"Id fisherman earns his ll\'illg affonl him a l.:hallge from

one which is temporarily dull to something better and find him CmI)I()~-ment of some kind the
yEmr around. When fisbing is dull he turns his IHtlld and boat to oystering; am} if these ari' ont

of Beason the hard or soft clam offers him remunerati"o employment.

12. THE OYSTERMEN OF l£ARYLAND.

OYSTER DREDGERs.-There are two diBtinct classes of oystermen on the Chesapeake Bay,
namely, dredgers, and scrapers or tOllgers. The business of oyster dredging is carried on by abou t

5,600 daring and unscrupulous men, who regard neitlJer God nor mlln. The characteristics :Jud
habits of these men are discussed, in conncction wi th the oystl'r fisheries of MarJ'land, in Section II I
of tbis report. Mr. Edmonds there descl'ibcs them as among the most depraved bodies of workmen
to be found in the country. ~hey are" gathered from jails, penitentiaries, workhouses, and the

lowest and vilest dens of the city."
OYSTER TONGERS.-Tbe oyster tongers or scril!'ers are l botll sociall.y atld morally, sDmewhat

superior to the scrapers, though, as a class, indolent amI improvident. Mr. Edmonds, in tlIC sec·
lion above referred to, also discusses the characteristics of thiB class of osstermcn. The oystel'
laws of Maryland require every vessel and boat engaged in gatbering oysters to be licensed. The

amount received from tonging license must be paid bJ' the clerk of the circuit court of the county
~{to the 8chool commissioners for the public gehools of the respective couuties where snch license
is issued j provided, the sum received from white tOllgcrs shall go t-o white schools, and the sam

from colored tongers to the colored schools."
DREDGERS .AND TONGERS COMPA-RED.-The two classes may thus be briefly contrasted:
Th. oy,ter-dredg-e.ftshermen of the Chesll,peake are almost entirely whites of the lowest order.
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The oyster tonger13 at'e oJlc,tLinl llegro('s, ami til(' other twoilJirds wllite fishermen, smail farmers,

nud trudel's.
Tile numher of meu in a crew of' 11 dredger a\·('rDges t·ight; ill tbe crew of a scraper, Dot more

tLan thre{'. The total IIIl1llucr of men emplnyt'd ill dredging equals 5,600, and iu scraping fJ,148.

The anragc returus for a season for each drcdgw is $17U; for each scrllpcr, $225.

13. THE OYSTER·SHUCKERS OF MARYLAND.

OYSTER SIIt:CKlms.-TLerc am nearly 10,000 lll'r1'.Ollk cllJplo;y('d in o,Yster·suuckillg; ill Mary­

land, about twn-thirds of tIle number being mulet'l, amI the rest fcmaks. 'Their aggrt'gate annual
('arnings are alJDut $800,000. About lLrec·fourtbs of tbe lllen are II egrocl', rlIld thl'S fife, as a rule,
steady workmen, while the whites are disposed to be idle :llJu int('mperate. ~('ar]y all tbe females

ale emr,loyel! ill tbe steam oy:ster·bollses of Baltimorc. Tlley are mOMI.y wLite girls of foreign

parentage, antI range ill nge from eighteen to twt'llty·fin' y('ar", the pro!lortioll of older oneR, as of
colotNl, being small.

14. THE FISHERmEN OF FLORIDA.

BY SILAS STEARNS.

FISIlERME)[ OF KEY "'EST.-The majorit;y of the fishermen of Ke.y 'Vest are descendants
of the Dahamiam; who llUve Iiycd un 1he island for many yl'alf'l, or arc quite l'('cently from the

Bahama. Islands. '

The remainder arc Cuban Spaniaru~, Degroe~ from the \Vest Indies, and the lUHlHI Foprinkling

of Irish, French, Germam~, alld Swedes, wbo :Lre found enrs",bf're in this country.

There aft' !,;()lllC few fhshermen from the North Atlantic Statl'f'., lJtJl' tile;}' do 110t form ""0 promi­
'I('llt a class as tlw H Bahama CondH,,') or tile I' 'Vest Indian negro('!;.'"

The Bahamiaus, both blmJk fwd White, have bnm bronght np on the water, aUll are probably
the best boatnwn and fishermen in tbis r.-'giotJ. Tlwy knew 110 other professions than fishing,

sponging, turtling, and wrecking; and it may be i'uid to lJe nIl h('rfdilary profession; since their

fathers aIHI forcfhlllCrs followed the same profession and no 0 1b('I~. With the other classes or
nationalities it i!; quite different. TLey are men who have been driftiug auout the world us sailor....,

aud haye bern left here by vessels of all the nAtiofJs, rn:d for the preS('llt haye lHloptcll the
profession of fislJermen.

I c<ln not learn of any dil:>aster haIlpelJing to UlC Key '''tst fi~h(,lmen, beyond an ocCasiOlWI
wTeckiug of some l,lmall "essel where no lives wtre 10~t. No smacks sailing out of tbis port have
evcr becn lost.

The manner in which tl.lO fishermen live 011 shore is plain) yet comfortable. The better class,
or well-to-do fishermen, are the Bahamians and Ameri caus who ha,e families. TIley own small,

comfortable b~use8 in the city, and hanl all to cat and wear that other clasees of people do.

III societ,Y the;r occupy a good standing, and wry oft('u hold n'sponsible and honorable offices
in thc local government.

Anotht\r cli-lss, consisting chiefly of ;youug llUll unmarI'ied meD; who are disl;ipated, aDd when

ashore lead::In unprofitable and low life, are looked down upon with contempt and considereu a

public nuisance. Tile temperance reform bas done great gocd here, and is r3pidl~" thinniDg' out
their numbers.

The older men of all classes arc generaH,Y nry ignorallt, but ftow being able to write tlleir

names, but the young lleople, having fair school advantages, are, as n, rnle, qnite intelligent, and

can now transact their own business as their fathers never eoul(1.
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Fn;llER:UEN or ClmAlt Kl':Ys-~eatly all of'tIle two IJllIldrf.'d and "i."t;". tisllermen of tllis

place are Americans or of AUlf'rieun lJi!'th. TIll' lIJajorit y nf tll'!ffi ate men who hun:l heen pngaged

in the diflerelJ t lJranehes of tlle fisherics on the Atlantic coast, in such places as Chesapeake Bay

and coast of the CnroJiIlHs, aud the balalJcc are natin's of 'Ve&f. Florida, wlto Iw VC, in most ellSt'S,

takclI up tbis lmsiness quit<, recelltly. 'l'aken as a dass thl'.Y are quite illtdligl'llt, ille!u!>lrion>" aue!

fJl1ick to allopt !lew methods that will tend to fadlitate their wor];:.

'rue SIJaliish, Italian, and Frcnch crcoh's, wlw an: gl'nerally laz~', ignorallt, HlHl iudilH,d to

k"I'!l up old st.ylcs of fi"Ling, &e., and are fOIllHl ill (he majoril~":lt many of tile otlwr 1i;;hiug

comnllluitiet; west of Cellar Kess, are not oflen met with among tl,e fisllermen, iIIlll are not fit nil

l)(JJlular.
FINaNCIAL I'ROl'nS Ole FlbHElnmN.-Allhough tlJ('~" work steadily amI wdl, the 8t'USOliS fill

llrofitabJe fi~Lil.lg are 80 short tbat tb..S do not gain more thUIl a bare subsistence.

1'iJere is great wcar and teal' to the nl'ts al:;o, one man Ol"tl'll USinloi up thn'l' ('I" four lJd.s in one
season. 'Nhcu these uet~, perhaps a lWW !loat, and Uwir hon~elwld expenses are paid for there is

little or llotlJing Idt to support them ullrillg the time that fillhing is not e;uTi('d on. SOJlJt' are

fOl'tullute ellough to get other em}Jlo'yllif'Jlt., or to be ena"flged in tlw turtle fishing, hilt rnalJr an'

lIot, and 81l vb IJIlt'S gt't so dCt'ply i n debt to the stol'l'kl't'pers that t be profi (i'; 0 I' (he ensllill g year

are takl'Il to pay them, Nearly a11 flre in llt\ht from various canse.'l, with no pro;;:pee! of en'r gl't.

ling clear ngaill.
FISHING I'OPULATl 0 N OF ApI'ALACIIICOL /1..-TJl e fish ing porulation of .A PIlalae iJ ieol;\ iuel mil's

representations of nearl.y all t.he llatiulls of the world, t.ile Americans and Spanish cr('olr;; ht'ing ill

the majorit.y. Of the older mell in t.his lm~ine~s here, sOllle are Enrop(>llllf'l who eaull' in \"E'·..,s('L~

when Appalachieo]a enjoJed It larg-e cotton trade i otLers are New Englanders, left by men·of-war II t.

various times, t1nd the l'e8t are Ilft!i\'cs of Ole Southern States. M;\lIY of tlle .young lllen aI"e of that

class of rovers fOHml aboill"ll all the llwrchant 'essel.., of thiJ,\ eouuhy, who have tlriftl'd ht'fI' in

some llIHlCcoulltallle IIlt~nnel', to stay 1mt a seasoll or two and tlum to continue j heir wanderings.

Those of the fisllt'rmt'll thilt are rrally inhabitants of the place are, as a ml(', good eitizens i 1\

evet)' way. There are hut fl'\\" ;Hllong them whose fathers had u('cn ill the fh.hillg' llllf;iness befon'

them, hut t1Jo risiJJg gelJl'nttJo!J "";\"iIl probahly adopt their part'nts' profession, perhaps llIore frnlll

lJcC.(!ssit,Y than choice, Their health is Yer~' good, ill spite of the POlmlar snppo~itioll that men

engaged ill f<pongc·f\shillg' are Hllhpal thy. Sielmes.'l is a rare Yisitor, a toU{'h of hiliollSlJes.'! 01" iiI igllt

atta~k of "chills amI fl'Ter" heing tlw ouly funus, One captain told me that hc had lle('n ll('n'

ten ;yearR, and believed there bad not been over a {lozeu d,'aths of childrEIl from sidmesfl ill til('

whole lilDe. Tn the fall a few casps of fewr and aglle occur. ,Vltile 011 thc 'll"Hter, in the bay, 01'

Oil the "sponge reefs" a C!lHfl of sickness is a very rarc occurrence. They arc Hut espcciaJl;\' re­

marka.ble for longevit.,y, but many of the old men of seventy, eiglJt;\·, and cigllty tll'e ~'ear8 of ag{~

are still hale and hea.rty, and iu some cases perf(lrm hartl lahor. VVitll tbe WOllle}1 it is different.

They marry young, and when thirty five or forty are hroken down, and apptnr liS tl.JOugh of twice

that age. They '"ery seldom live to be on'I' sixty years of age, fllld the greater number lIo lIot

reach their flftietlt Jeal'. Nearly ever~' mnrried eouIJle hus a large family of from four to twelvt,
children. Their dwellings are uTIusnallJ good, bein~ iu 1ll0~t caSt'S housl's that were lmilt for mcn

of wealtb, when AppalachicoJa was in its prime j tbey are 1I0t kept IIp in their furmer good

condition, ~:ct make "ery comfurtable babitations; Hlld there b,~illg a small garden attached, arc

811ppHed with vegetables and fruits at little expense or trouble. Orange trees thrive well bere, and

llearl~' e\'er~' ~'ard has some of tbem.
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T11e thou ulled by these people on shore is plain and oflering little varietYI consisting mainly
of fish and oysters. Fresh meat is not much used, salt pork taking its place. While fishing
the men generally li\'e in beth,r st;rlc, ha,ing all tIle best articles of food that can uc Lought at t11e
stores. The reason of this is, that all the provisions are ad"am~ed on credit, and the storekeepers,
having the vessel or boat, gear, and catch as security, are willing to advance llJore than to any 01le
of the oruinllr~' fishermen with a furnily, who has only his share of the catch wherewith to pay all of'
UJC neccssar,}' household bills.

The school system is Yer.y poor, onl:r the childron of the ricller IJeople attending, the tuition
amI outfit of hooks being too expensh'e for most of the poor. However, all the children receive
some education ill various \Va.ril, lcarnillg to read, write, and figurc a little.

Of amusements there are but fewl beyond an occasional gathering of olJ and young at some

privatc house; wbere dancing and games are enjoyed, with refre8hments at the end.
It is a quiet and orderly place. Every one conducts himself in public in a manner that would

stand the senrCRt scrutin,Y, Even the wild young men who, having "knocked abont'~ over the
world, are accustomed to aM dees, here seem to be awed by the steadiness of oUJers, and carry
tlwmst:'1YeS accol'llingls.

When auy olle commit8 an act which b.r the authoritie8 of the town is cousitlered di:,lgracef'ul,
or not in lWcordlUlce with their ideas, they furnish him all old "bateau," amI give bim but a short
time to choose UIC directiolI which he shall take.

There are aile or two bar rooms, where the old Rill! middle· aged lIleIJ ootaill their" toddy:l

without COillmellt £toU! others, but if 11 young man indulges too freely it will nenf be forgotten
or forgiven. Many of the population, comprising the Spanish, Italians, and French, are Roman

Catholics; provided with a priest and church, which they attend with their usual regularity.
'l'here are two or three Protestant churches, hoth white amI colored, which are also well atteuded
by old and young. It was said by a stranger, who was rather disgusted with the dullness of the
place, that "because of having nothing else to do, the people wcnt to church." The funeral of a

young man took place since I have been IlCf('~ and I mnst Ray that the men ftnd boys tnrned ont
to attend in a manner that surprised me.

I ha'+e not met a fisherman yet who can gi\'e me an exact statement of his ye;trl~' earnings, for
the~' arc engaged in many kinds of work, and are idle part of the time. Dy putting sC\'cral state­
ments togetber l I believe I have arn"\"ed at a reasonable estimate of the profits of an acti"\"e fisher·

man for one year, Let tis suppose snch a man is vcry fortunate and bas work at all the fishing
trades of tlJe }IIace in succession. First comes the sponge.-fl.shing, beginning in March and ending
in September, out of which, with good luck, a man may clear $200. He then is several weeks idle,
when he joins a crew fitted out for the fall mullet·fishing. At this he works until the hlt of De­

cember, perhaps, clearing $40 01' $50. The s{'ason for shipping oysters has by that time arrived,
and as soon as he is back from mullet-fishing he is offered a chanctl on an oyster·boat. It is prob­

ably the last of December before he gets fnll.r to work at oystering, which be follows until Marcil,
when the sponging-vessels again fit onto He will make on the oyster·boat about $75.

Summing up the year's profit!'!, it will be seen that this man makes $300 clear of his own

expenses; with which he clothes himself; and clothes and feedR his family.
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15. THE FISHERMEN OF MOBILE, ALABAMA.
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BY Sll"AS S'!'EARNS.

3Iobile smack and Dp,tt'f li ..lwrL!JL'll ~JH; ~}8 fJ dU8S so mixed in l1<ltionaJit.r Iba t there arc lJardly

two inuividuals of the sallie general charadeI'. Among tUCID onc finds a majority of sOlltbel'll
Enropeans, while the minority are natives of tlH' United States alJd northern Europe. There are

,"ery few negroes in their llllTTllwr, and wlien such all olle is emplo;yed it is as cook on some small

oyliltl'r·boat or bay fishing-boat. Tune are but ft"w eases wh{'rc tIte profession is heretlitarJ, and
ill such cases tIm man is quite 15111'('. to be of Spanish, Italian, or Greek dcsCl·nt. The oh]",r men
in the business are, as a genera] mle, of ford gil hil't1l, Ull t the young awl midlllt'·aged ones arc

Americans. Their health is good, and tllry arc a strollg, !Janly class of people; I think there is

far less sickness among them than Ulll(Hlg' the planters and lahoring" men on htll\l, who are trolluled

with aU the forms of malarial diseases.
Consumption bas claimed Wllll,}" of the Ililllll;k fi",nermcn !.lul'iug tbe last four 01' nrc jCilI'S, but

wbethel' the disease is brou ght all aBd aggra"ated b~' cold and exposure or h.y dissipat ion is hard

to say. Rheumatism i::; It common affliction among the> th;hermcn, and mallJ of them are nearly

helpless with it. The fishermen of this section, when not brokell down h:r di::;sipatioIl, live to a

considerable age, retaiuing actin mental and pll~yr,;kal powers to He Ilge of eighty or ninety yeai8.
The women, marryillg )ol1ng antI rearing large f,lwilies, are worn out ill early life amI seldom U,'e
be.yond their fiftieth :rear. As the greater number of the fishermen ha,·e their homes in the city,

they live in abOllt the same manner as otber lahorlIlg" men and mechanics do. 'l'hose who uavc

enterprise enough to make a hom e are of the bettcr·bebavcd class, and they IiYO q Il ite comfortalJl,r,
though in sommer, when not much fishing is dOlle, the family have a hard time to obtain the Ill~C('S·

saries of life. The majority of the fi sh crmt'.fl ,] 0 IIOt. III arrs at all, amI spend their time m~hofi'. j Il

carousing and in the" )ock·up."
Very few have ans education, amI it rare],r necurs that a tlsberman is found who can read or

write. Their children, if t.heir parents live ill the tHy, have good school advantages, and will

probably make a better class of citizens. Nearly all who profess any I'l',ligion arc Catholics.
It is impossible to learn the exact profits of actjye /i1Shcrmen, bot a close estimate can be made.

Some months tller make $40 or $50 amI tbere are many montbs when they make nothing. Several

intelligent men tell me that they average $1 per day auove their own expenses of board thronghont
the ye.CJ.r, with which they clothe themselycs and care for their families, if they have any,

16. THE FISHERMEN OF NEW ORLEANS.

BY SILAS STEARNS.

The New Orleans fishermen and oystermen are nearly all deseendants..,f the Mediterranean

C08St i1sbermen and sailors, who came t.o this country ;rears ago to engage in the fishing or fruit

trade.
Frenchmen, Spaniardl', and Minorcans [Ire probably in the majority, the balance being malic

IIp of Italians, Portuguese, Sicilianfl, Corsicans, Greeks, and there are eyen a good many Malayans

ill their numbers. In nearly livery case the fathers and forefathers were fi8hermen or sailors, and

these men follow in their footstepn as neal'l~' as they can in a conntry so difi"eront from that of their
ancestors. They even presB.."'Ve the old style of rigging their boats--a· style seen nowhere els6 in this

oountry.
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t}uit() comfort nlJ1;y, but ill rather a peculiar
There s('emll to lw no rpglllar lime for any·

Thc olu unll middle· aged men, afl a rul(', firc very ignorant at' llnythi lig ~utl;hle of tbt ir pro­
fl:ssion) and it is quite rare to fiml one who can read or writ('. Th(' French arc generally more ill­
telligeht than th~' olhtr>1) ha,'illg been longer in this country, Hud scem to gain lil10wl(~dge mqre
readilJ than tlle t\paJli~h and Italian creules. The Malayans aTC all:;o I1otieeabll: for t heir industry
and prOlllptness in husilH'SS matters, and for their quickness to learJl. 'I1ll'y nil rdain much of

111\:' supcrMiliolllmes" of their ancestol's, which often inf!u('nccs them to their los;;. For iustanct, it

party of xeim' fbherllll'll go iuto the marsb-baJous at Ili~ltt for the pllTp081' of seining out SOJlW

g·ooU Ugh f(>cding.groulld. \Vbile theJ- arc in the act of hauling- the Sl:'ille, tlll'J I>ec the I>lltipcnded

balls of Jig-ht COllllllOIlly calktl "jack-o'·lanterns," and which are often fuulHl ill the liwamps or
marslH's WIJCll Jlt~culiar gUl,\es amI state of atmosphere arc favorable, ~h('rcupon tlwy become

pa ra]Jz('ll with fl'ar, and af! soon as possible hasten from the spot, believing the lights to represent

wme evil heiug. "-hen once frightened from a place in this way it is hard to entke them there
again. The clolHls, the I'\ky, the "ind, &c., han each their peculiar significatioll tu tbem at. times,
and th('~- will run no risk when the signs are unfavorabh'; llot that them call be allY grt'at ris]. of

tIleir lin:>s, uut tlIPJ seem to fear illYisible objects, or that, if the signs are this wa~' or that, till'.\'
arc sure to catdl no fish, and therefore do not try.

Xearl,}" all 111('8e people nre devout Catholic!':, nnd aUelICI the !':er\"ices of their chllrclJ as fpgn­

larly antl promptly as llIly dnss of IlC,ople.
On tlH-ir hcu ts or at fishing camps thl'y lh-e

\\':1 y in ('OmpariMln with oth f'r A Dl eri en n fi SIWl'lIli?n.

t iJi Hg, cit her "COIl.: or rt>cre,lt i OIL

TIlt,;'}' work part of tlw nigLt and !lleeJ' a part of thc dnS, and huye their 1ll('als thrown in at

allY and all tiflH'.!o\. The usnal pIon is to JIll.ve a lunch at daylight-tilat is, coffee, bl'ead, and fish­
allcl Ihe work (III hand ig attl'udccl to until about. 10 o'clock, when :l. hearty bteakfast is prepared

am] eall'lI, after w1li"h thl'S sJef'p lll.ltil about 4 o'clock ill the afteruoon, "'ben clinuer is served,
From tlinllCr·tim(-, nntil midnight, or aftl'r, considerable wOlk is tlolle; then COlliC a lunch 3tHl

lllore sle(>p. -While at home tlH'}" Iin~ in much the fame 8t.yle', even if working In the lllorkets.

'Take'n <lS a class, tlwse [leople llrl.:' hartly anrI strong, l';l'hlom haYing sickn(;ss of any kind; Hell
tlll;l coiltagions fi)Tms of disense whieh nre so prevahmt heTe ill I;\Ullllller are ullfearel1 hJ them, 1'h6
mClI liyc to tl t!(lll~illera1Jleagf', and retain tIleit aetiYil.y tu a r('markllble degree. But, Ui5 is till)

case ill most watm cHmatQ-s, tlle women llel'<l bave e(llllparatiYely short lives. Tb(\~- gl'nerall~'

marr~- at fifteell or sixtCt'll years of age, and, having perhaps Teared lar~c fumilit>8 , are worn-ont
old W01O('"11 at tlH~ age of furty-five or fifty sears.

17. THE FISHERMEli OF THE COAST OF TEXAB,

BY SILAS STEARNS.

The fishermen of the Texas coa!>t are of much the Salne claBS as those of the ,Louisiana coast,
though therc seem to be more of Spanish descent than at the latter place. These Spaniards aud
Mexicans come froUl Mexico and represent the. wandering fiet of fHihermen to be found in c'I"{'ry

community. As at New Orleans, the 1I-[(>diterr,lllcall countries are wl'li Tepresentt:d.

There arc bllt few llegrocfol to be fOlllld among Texas fi~]J('rm('n, and hnrtlly a mall from uorlh·

em Eurolle or tLe llortllern part of the Unitell States.•

From all tImt C:In be learned it is evident tbat the fishermen of tlilS Ct)1H,;t :Ire Yery similal'

to those of New Orleans and vidnity, and therefore it wjJ[ hardl.y be necessary to repeat what
has already been said. It is probable t.hat the Louisinila fishermen are better off finflncially, Rnd
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!i\'e morc comfortably than those of this coast, yet there o;eellls llO goou reaSOIl why thi" should lit'

so, for fish are more a bumlant iu TI'XUS, au(l bring" as g'ood prices. The mnjol'ily of these mell ate

married and Jun'i' HIt'!r homt'!> in fbe cities or tmTlJ$ Rcar WJJ('I'C tJJl~J s{'ll tlwir catdl.

18, THE A.MERICAN FISHERMEN OF CALIFORNIA.

The llumllCr of Americaus cngagetl ill fishing on the eoa~t. of CaHfolllia i~ t-xt~('e(lillglylimited,

as Prof. Jor/lan points ont ill his discussion of tIll' history of the fisheries of thi" State. The principul

fishing towns, Sau Buenan~lltllrnl San Diego, anu 'Vilmillgtoll, have grolvll utI entirely within the
last twenty.\'ear8. The ADlf:rie~uls illtnllluced till'. casteI'll !$~'I>tem to SOllie e:x:tcu t, but the mOl'\\

fruga! habits of the Chiuese amI Hali a,u..-, wlio ell tel' the nell! us their rinll..-, lllln; ell abled them tn

occupy the fic](l to the e,xc]U,f;iOll of the former, who prefer to tmu their attention to rnort1 lu­

crative indust.ries. As is dscwlll'I'C pointed out, the markets in this regioll are \"pry poor, and

there h bnt little encouragement for euterpl'isiug lTlen to engage in the figherics. TIlll fishing of

AIllerh~alls has been, for the most part, contined to seal hunting, shark fislJ illg, "Lale fi"hiug,

trolling ill the barracuda season, amI similar iudl1Rtrics wltieh promiHl' greater rdurns thau ordi·

llary fh;hin g. The fi rst house in Ball R UCIlH H'J Iturn. wa,; huHtin 1860, and in 18TO it,; lllJUses WCl'e

nearly all of adobe. The first house allom S:1I1 Diego was built. about 18GS, while Witwingtoll

:J.l'Ose abont 1870. The growth of tlJI','<e roast t/lWllS was nlt1hl for a few year.'!, ..'\ hout 1875 it

became fC\Tel'i(;h , and each of th(l town::; weut ttnough u l'real {'statc perimlY Speculation wa::;

ulliverfs:.al, llwl ll11Ddreils of people I:Jl-ID{\ to caeh lown llOping to make tb{'ir fUl'tllllt'S. J'ricc'"

were high, anu in eyery departmmlt. of work abon t fifteen men were engaged where then, ie< HOI;"

ouc. Then came it relapse aud a collapse with harder times; there was tess o:pN,ulatiou alHlle8s

demand ior it. Tlw wlJalc flslwries declined; tllere wem fewer mOllths to {(JOtI awl les.,> casU. to

buy food, uml t1e fishermen left tLe reg-ion.

19. TIlE ITALIAN FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

}'ROlll NOT};S nY DAYID S. JORDAN .

.1n the sIJOl'(' fislJ.erieN ot' Ill£' Pacific con;.;t them are eDgilged three bUlldred aud three Halluu

fi:-;herillell.
SAN DIEGO COV:Nl'Y, CALuomUA.-In San Diego County, wbere iormerly there was a COll

sitkralJle [lumber' of Italiau" cngagctl ill llslJiJlg, tlww are now none, tbey IwviIJg been ,starnou Ollt

hy tLe Chinese', who furni81lcu. fisll to the local lIltuket of San Dit·go at such !ow rates all to rerH1('r

cOUJlwtition on the llact of the Italians impossible. It is not Dlor~ tban ten ;years ago that tho

ltaltan .fishermen hau tbl'> entire Ll18inesg at tbis place in tllt-ir OTrn 1l.1llfls, WIJ('lI tlwj-" left; lbt'J'

t!'in-cIerI in a northerly direction.
Los ANGELES COUNTY, CALIFORNIA.-In Los Angeles Counts, at 'Vilmingtou, there ar(\

eig-ht Italian fishermen. The.y flab in two boafs. These boats are nDt prodded witlI li\-e·hoxesj

tll~ fi8h are therefore thrown in It heap on the forward part of the deck.
VEl'TURA AND SANTA BAUDARA COlJN1'IES, QALtFORNIA,-There is (llllr (IllC professiollal

Itali'UJ fisherman iu Ventura County; at San lluemwc-ntura. He has a !Small lateen-Jigged beaL

He uses two seines, each 240 feet brIO feet, and one gill·llCt. His fish he peddles about tbe to\\"ll

at Gcents Iler pound. Au Italian shoemaker bU;)-:S up the catches of some Chinese and Califoroiaus

'Illd peddles tbem lJ.lrough tbe lown alld lU1l0ng th(' VetltUffl, Valky farrnerll, who gin' n~('tablt\s

ill ('xchange.
The fishI'TIll(,'1l ill Santa. Bal'lJara Couut,y file chleflj' GeUQeBe, who speak English, French, nnrl
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Dallish. They neaTly all came here from San Francisco about eight ,years ago. Most of tlJem are

Roman Catholics, and, as a rule, are, a "imple, hearty, honest class of people. They lite in
reasonable comfort; better than the same <'lass ill Italy. MallY of tlwm lJut"e families, and tlj('y

are quiet, industrious, order-loting citizens. Tli('ir pronts are small, fwr could tlwy be incI'eaM'il

much ]15' cutclJing more fi8h. Their cllilureTl arc generally brigllt llwl active. :Man~' of them
speak English and Spanish well, he8itles French and Italian. The first Italiun fisherman who

callie tltere-, Fraucesco Cu,ugleri, arrived ill 1835. He maue UlOlJes by sappl~'ing l't Spanh;h family

of wealth with fish. The Italians with tllt'i!' lateen-riggru vessels came tll San Francisco in 1848,
alHi spreall southward. The winter storms were too sen'n', and there were no whan-cs from

which the)' could fish, so the:r left, and the Italians now tlH:'H', fiyc in number, have uoue of t.hem
beC'1l residents more tlwn eight JerrI'S. Their profits are I<mall, and ha,e been sinee the flush times

of IS74--'76.

~IONTEREY COl..'K'l'Y, CALIFORNIA.-'l'he Italians JiYlllg ano fi:;hiug in Montere;y Uouuts ure
1~lIl1,~j)iClWUS ill their costume, rrbicb consi.~ts of black i!m1 wJlite check('d ~llirt,", red flannel llUtler­
shirtfl, grny trouserR, black felt hats, golden ear·rillgR, and IJigh rubLer booh.. On clear days a

IUl'ge Italian fla!-:, waves frolll their principal hOllf;C inscribl'l1, "Roma, la capitale lr ltalia." Two

or 1hree of thc nine ItalialJs compm>ing this comJl1l11)" at .:\lllntcrf'y are married. This company

eawe from San FnHldseo and ."eWed lWff' ill 1873. Georgin Viguosi, the captain, sass that some
80rt8 of fish, eRp(~l'ially 1he flOUntler'l l JJan~ dilllillisL~d in number, Hud that the bay has been o,cr,

ih<lu"d. They rnlmuge to make u Vroiit,ou all average, of from $5 to $10 apiece per week. As
will be feen b.y comparison, they nJu];e more than the Italian fishermen in San Frauci~co. Thf'~'

!lm'c fin sail Doats, averaging tllfl'('·fonrths of a tOIl, and of the usual pattern. One is lateen­

riggnl, the otlJeJ's sloop·rigged, Resides thcse, they own three skiff~. They own two hundred
l'i!'(~e~ of seine, caph 240 feet long; SOfie tine-meshed, for the capture of smelt, and some coarse­
meshed for taking salmon. Tbf'Y own, in addition, twenty gill-lle-ts, NH:h from 240 to 250 feet ]Ollg,

alld fort.y hunchf's of set-lincs.

SA~'1'A CUUZ COUNTY; CAL(lo'(111!\lA.-JIl S.mta Cruz, Sauta Cruz County, tbcr~ are fourteeIl

fishermen from Italy. Ther Jive ill the l:ioutheru part of the city in detached houses, IlOt forming

a fl"herman's quarter. They lash their boats, when not in use after hQisting them, to the dooks;
th('~' do but little fislJin~ in winter, except at certain fu\'omble times, on account of rough weather.

At Soquel arc three Italians. These own four bOD!". Tllf'.y ship to San FraIlL'.isco, alld make

gr('<lter profits than arc made elsewhere on the coast.
SAN FRANCISCO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA.-First ill importance as the abode of Italian fishermen

on thc Califomia coa~t comes San Frallei"co Count:.'. III the city of San Francisco there are prob­
;; hI)' alit less Ulan 220 rpgular fishermen. About 70 boats are in use here, In 1876 tbe" paranzellc"

WH!; iI/traduced, a drag-net of common use in the Mediterranean Sea.

The fishermen of other nationalities threatened to burn up these nets and the boats used

wIlen they were first employed. San Francisco is the only place in this country where this 8t:,'1I)
Hf fishilJg has been introduced. There were formerly two rival com panies who used these nets; the~·

have now consolidat-ed and dh·ide the profits equally. Each company has three boats and emploj'l'J

e or 13 men, olle of whom is constantly engaged in selling fish in the market. The stock is owncll

chiefly by men not aetuallr engaged in fisbing. This is divided irregularly, one man owninA' a net,
another a boat, &c. Out of the gross profits are I,aid first the entire expenses, including provisioDs
of the men, wear of the boats and nets, &c. The remainder is divided into shares, one share to

each hoat, one to eacbactuaI1h:herman, and ~ne,half abare to eacb net actually in UBe. In these..
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two companies1there being six boat1!, two nets, and 25 men, the whole is dh'ided into thirt;y·two
shaTes. The cuptain sometimes re{',eives one and one·fourth shares,

MARIN AND Hl:lIWOLDT COUK'l'IES, CALIFORNIA.-Ill Marin Count~· Ulere are three points at
\Il.lich Halian fishermen may be found: Point Rt'yes, where are 2 Italians Hsblg one boat; at
MarshaIl1s1 wbere 20 Italian fisl'lcrillt'll liw~, using Hix boats; and on the west side Df Tomales BaYl
opposite IIurnlet, where there are tllree companies of fishermen, chiefly Italians112 men in all,

nsing six boats. TheS ship their fish to San Francisco. The total numher of Italiau fisllcrmeTI ill
this county iB 34.

A bout Eureka1 Humboldt COllnt~·, there are 3 Italian fishermen. At certain :::eaSOTlS sOllie of

those engaged in Salmon fisbing on tlJH Cohnnhia River; Oregon, come down here for a short time

aud join in the fishing.
VVASmNGTON TERRITORY ANI) OlllCGON.-In \Vashillgton l'erritory t.here are flltalian fislu'r·

mell: 3 at Port Madison, 3 at Utsaladu;r, and :l at Port Towll8eml, fi shill:;:- with uoat for 1wlilmt
amI dogfish; whieh they ship to San Fra.nci;;co or Portland, or (·lse sell in OWlr own tOWII.

In addition to the numbers of Hili III H:lltcrmen abore cHumerated and distrilmtcd, therc are
SllO Hali allS engaged in the Oolumbia Ri \'"er salmon fi.'lh eries, and 400 more in otlL er saImOll .Ii sheries,

including those of Sacramento HiveI' in which 345 Italian fisllermen are elIlplo)'Ct1.
Th(>se fignres gi ....e a grand total of 1,513 Italian flslwrm('n in all fht' rt'giom; ahove discussed.

20. THE PORTUGUESE FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

'fIlE CAUSES OJ:<' mMlGRATlOK.-The presel1ce of tlle Portuguese lisbermeu ill California alllI

Xew En~land is explained by Sir C, Wyville Tbomsoll1 who, in Ilis" Vo.yag{~ of the Cballl'lIger,""
pointed out the cause of the extensive emigratioll>l 0 f tlH' Portugnese from the Azol'l-'f', f',IlOrtly aftl'!'

18,';3:

"Formerly l'ico Wll.t; the vineyard of Hw Azores. Prcyious to the :year IS!J3, 20,000 to 30,000
pipes [from 3,000;000 to 4;500,000 galloDs] were. exported from the islaud of a dry, rather higb.
flavored wine, which commanded a fair price in the markets of Europe under the Harne' )'il'u

maueira.' In 1853 the wretched Oidium 1'uc~'(:ri denl.stated the ,'ilwrards and l'edUCl'd the IWPU'

lation of tbe island, who depended mainly on their "illl' production for their subsistence, to extreme
misery. Not.hing would stop tbe ravages of tM fungus. III sllccessi\'c ~'ears tIle crop was reduct'd

to one·fourth, one·eighth, one· tenth, and the-II entirel~' ceased1and the inllabitants emigratNl ill
gN'at numbers to Brazil and California. Some few llttempt.s have been made to restore the ,inc:;;,

1)[(1. up to the present time there is'pmctienlIy no ma:Ullfadure of wille in the AzoreB.'·
Doubth>BS Illany of tbe emiWltnts also seWed in New England, especially the sea·faring IJOrtioll,

where they could havo every opport \lllit)' of pl:dng their vocation, and tbeir success is referred to
ill the article on the Portu~uese fishermen of Xcw England, while the agricultural llortion settled

in Brazil and California, countries in ('\"Cry rCf'pect suited to their tastes.
TIlE MORE41'S A.T ROME.-The l'orlngUt'se,jndging from the allusions to some of their jl{'CU·

liarities made by the same author in vol. 2, chap. 1, pp. 45-49, are at borne an indufltrioUll, UTlRQ·

phisticated, merr;y, and extremely religious people.
"Their industry and simplicity of li f1.1 are evinced by the ncat appearance wbicb pCfvatletl

thcir 'steadinga' and their primiti\'e method of thrashing whellt, wbich is briefly liS follows: The
wheat is spread on a baked,clay floor l llnd two Bledges; drawll b;o; a pair of oxen apiece, go round
and round' treadin.,g out the corn.' The operation is accompanied b;o.· "iolent good.natured exertions

• Voyage of the Challenger, lOI. ii, chap. 1, p. 29.
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Oil the lJult of the urh~ers urging the oxen to rIo tLteir duty, and by a .\It-eady resistullce OIl the part

of the ft,llimah, "TIllkll, being \mmllZzkd, nml it more aHraethe to ,muffle l'Iffi(}ng the straw fOT
gTains of wheat. The sledgcs arc freqnently weiglwcJ down 11." a Illoth('r or allllt holding a lfmgh·
jng, lllack·('yed babe."

Th(> big-h esteem ill wLieh they hold religious ob,'<('nunces is ~thered fl'om the following par·

agraph taken from I'P. 48-[)O of the satne work:

"Ill Olll' of tll(' ehlll'ehes of t he town· jhtn' is an imago of our Sa,·ioul', wl.tich is regartled with

extreme llcvotion. The illhahitallts, ill eases of difllcllU,Y or d,LTlger, bring it rich ofteriJlgs, and

thc wealth of tIle ima;:Y ill jeweh, WUlS \'arionl\l~' stntetl to 1.1S at from £1,000 to £100,000, ill propor­
tion to the fait hand pip1y of our informants, Then\ h~1(l been gmat wlInt of rain in the ilSland for

sOllle llIontLt." past, and it had 1)('811 determincu 10 tal.:c a step which is olily takcn in extreme cases­

to parade the Image r0l11111 to~n in sohmm procession. • • • The square and streets below us

were, for llOll!'S before, oue sea of cararHlga8 .mll capotes, miLlc autl ft~male, but chiefi,r the latter,
their "eart~rs sitting on the hot pat"emellt, chattering quietly. About 5 o'clock a large number of

acolytes in scarlet tunics left the church amI formed a double row, lining the streets in the path of

ILc procesiiion. ThelJ callle a long double row of llriests ill violet chasubles awl stoles, repeating

t he responses to a portl~' brother, who leu tbe colunlU, intoning from llis breviary. Then a l1..ou1l1e

row of priests in whit('" and then a g-roul' of the higher clergy in cloth of gold and richly 'appar('Ied'

nstmentl', prt'ceuillg the image, which was ca,rried aloft under ~1 Crilll."(1ll canopy. The image was

ecrtainl,r not a high work of art, but it seemed to be loaded with Yilluable ornaments, Behind the
('auop;) walked the elyil governor (Count de Praya de Victoria), the nlilitar~· governor, and some

of the high State fnnetiouaries, amI the procession was dosed IJ,Y a column of monks. As the

image approached, the people knelt eycr~'wherewithill sigbt of it, and remaincd kneeling until it

wall past."
A fa..orite wa~r of !1.lIctHli.ng the hour lJf recess from work at noon is thUH portrayed:

"'Within the housc, whither most of our party had retreated frow the roasting sun, the first

large entranooroom was encumbered \VitIl the beautifltl ripe ears of lllaizc, of all c:llors, f!'Olll tile

purest sih'ery white to cJeep orange awl red, It was high noon, bowe\-er, ana a lot of bright-eyecJ

girls, who had been hllSkiIlg the maize, la:ul lmockeu off worl.:; and on the arri.Yal of t11e lltrangers

a lall bl'ougLtt out a guitar, Hnd they got up a dance, H~r~' simple and merr:i, and perfcctls decorous."

The general ~i,ppellrancc of the IlcUsallt8 of the Azores is llescribed briefly as follows: "The

llwn arc generalls gooll,lookiug, witll 8parc, litbe, 1IronzctI figurcs, dark eyes, antI wide, laughing

mouths, with fiue white 1t'l'th. 'fLe Womt'll in the Azores 3¥e usually inferior to the lUen in

appearance, but at tlli" farm t SOllle of the gir-ls were wr;r good-looking also, with clear complex­

ions, and more of a Spanish than a l'ortnguese t.Hl('."
Their dress is very peculiar. "The girls, lUI Boon as ihe;y can afford it, purchase, if they haYe,

ltot alreao)' inherited, a long, full 1)luo cloth cloak, coming down to the heels, and terminating in an

enormons hood, wlJich projects, when it is Illllled forwaru, a foot at least before the face, The

cloak and bood are thus a complete disguise, for if the Jower part of the hood be heltl together by

the hand-u very common attitude, whilo the e:res can be llsed with perfect freedom-both figure
llnd face are entirel~' hidllt'l}. Thf'se cloaks and hoods a.re very heav:r anll close, anu itseelllS

strange that sueh a lushiou can hold ita grounll ..here the conditions are YeTJ' similar to those hi
the extreme south of Spaiu or Italy. The head·dress of the men is singular, but it has a more
rational relation to the exigencit's of the clhnate. It is also made of dark blue cloth, n round cap
-------_.•..._----

• Ponta Delgacla.. t Tn the. hOIl~ at whi,~h tb .. !laml'r', j11St allfull'd to, took place.
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with a long projecting peak, and a, deep curtain falling over the neck and Mhol1lde1.'8 , all excellent
defense, whether from rain or .sun. The odd thing about it is that where the hat I!> made in tlte

extreme of a by-gone' mode,' Which still lingers in the remote parts of the island, the sides of the
peak are I.\!l,rriell up on each !:Iide of the head intolollg curved points, like LomB. The horus are
'goi[lg out; ]lOwever1 aJtJwngh & general fesb},· sucu as WH were fOI'Wnate enough to see, I>till

brought many grotesque pairs of them into the city."

These strange forms of dress havc1 of course, been abandOllmI with their emigration, aud tlw
CalifOl'llian Portuguese fishermen of the present da,y, whose phwes of 8ettlcmeut on the l'ac·ific

(Joast are here mendonell, resemble in appearance, RO 1111' a~ dress is cHllccrned, tho fishermen of any
other natir)uality.

PORTUGVESE FISHERMBN AND WHALE:~1EN OF C1I.I,Il'OUNIA.-Ill Sail Diego Oounty thtlre is
but (Jrw Portllguese 1J:slterruan, as i~ a,ls(I tile case irI1...os AllgelcfJ, the county immediately ltdjoiniug'.

[n this county, at Porttlgu~seLauu, llortll of ViTilmillgtou, forwerly exist-etl a whaling fishery, but

it was ahUlta(lU0U four or five :"Ioars ago. The difficulty of obtaining fresh water was the chief Clt>lli!e

of tim removal of this compuu'y.

In Santa Barbara County the sallie nl1mber of Portuguese as reoord-ed for Sau Di-ego and Los
Angeleg Countie8 is not exceedeli. .

In San Luis Obispo County them are fort~··ioul'Portuguese fishermen; one of these, a.t Port
Harford, fisbe.. at tbe llloutlJ of San Luii'! Creek, nsitJ~ a seine of 1-iueh mesh, ;100 bS 16 feet 1 now
worth $25, when IHlWI $75. He R~l\(ll:l hi", fi.:lh f,wiee a. week, ill wagons or by train, to San Luis

Obispo, whertl hB se1l8 them at 6 cellh~ pcr pound. The fis)J which llI'e not shiplled he salts and
cxc!Jallges with the fanners for produee. III tId" way he exchanges about 100 pounas pel' week.
rIlle amO\l1lt salled it) l>ummer i8 gt'eat~l' than that !!\~lteJl in the ...':inter.

Three miles north of this point 1 OIl Pt'c10 Haucho, there at"e two more Portuguese, who spend
their time in 11slting and hanting for abRIQrwR: and 1l~'6 miles stiJJ farther north are two more Por­
tuguese fishermen. These last ship to San Luis market, salting what they do not ship.

In Bummer three of the whalers are engaged iu fiflhing fOr the Bau Luis market, salting the
surrlus. 'Ihey h still"ftsbI' amI troll in tIle San I,l1i:~ Bay.

There are two compunieH of wltaler~ ill Sail Ijuis Obispo (Jount;y--one at San Simeon, which is

commanded by Oaptain Clark, aud the other at Whalers' Point, about half a mile north of the
landing at Port Harford, commanded by Oaptain Ma.xshall.

The company at San Simeon consists of tweut;t· men 1 all Portugnese but one, and most of them

from the Azore Islands. They are hired by Oaptain Olark, who owns the entire outfit. This camp

has existed for sixteen years past.
The camp located at Whaler's Polnt conSIsts of twenty-olle well, aU but Ol.lt~ of whom .are 1'01'­

tngnese from the Azores. This company was establisbeu in 1868 or 1869.

The men at both ca.mps are discharged in summer and a MW set hired in the fall. Some of

·the lnen, when discharged, engage themselves in fishing for the San Luis market.

The outfits, &c., of these whaling companies are discussed in another section of this report.
In Monterey County there are forty-seven portnguese fishermen, diatributed as follows: At

Monterey there are six, divided into two companies, between whom cOllsiderable rivalry exists.

They use set-lines, and consequently catch little else but red rookfish. Some of theae Portugaese

have been there since about 1860, others having joined from tilDe to time. They own five boats
and three aktifs. They supply the hotels in Monterey and ship the rest to San ~anci8co. The
----.---"-._-~-
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rllliug prjce i~ (J ceuts pt'!' poulld. \V1HnJ the whaling IiCUSOIl is o\'cr, the wlJalclLltm juiu ill t.lw

work of Oluppl,villg t1Jo local markets.

There is ollePortuguesl~at "100.;1'i ]~all1]iu g, Cusuudlle. III this county arc t.wo ",haling com·
pan les-one at Cal'uwlo, .'onsi,;tiug of >'!""cntel'lI mell, ull r~!'tuguese, (~om lJIalJded by Captain
Mariano. 'flH'y 1m ve t.wo boars, alitl t]lIl'iug; the past year took oue fillbaek, thn'e lllllUl'back, and

three gray whalE)s. L~tJ';t yeHI' this cornpalJ'y was at I'oint SUI', farther sonth ill 1\:Iolltere,Y County,

During' 11 gl'l.'at portioll of tlw willter t.he sea J'llIlS so ltigh that tbe men dare not go out.

The Jllollterey \\haling campau)" consists of tWCIlty-tlll"'C men, all Portugu('S(', and all but oue

fr'om t.he Azorc~. 1'lrt·j1' eOll1l1JlInder is Captaill Veri8silllo. This cOlllpany has been in JvlOlltert\y

l>ilJ(:t~ Ul;)u. 1'1w,Y own thll'l.· boat~ of Sew HetlfiJr(j Ilmkl·, amI tl uring Ow past y('lU' tlwy bave t.atam

f()lll"tecu whale~ and t\HJ ou,;kjilg l:lharkl'i.

I H :::lan :\tateiJ COllllt,Y t1leJ"e j,-; one l'Ol'tUgllt~"W, Iv,;id illg' at, PeJScadm·... lIe O\l'lHi a goilJ -]jet wltieh

he ,;t'ts :It, the wouth at' Pescadero Creek, eatdJi ug the ,;a)1Il011 a~ they run lill to spawJI. He sellS1lis

fhill ill l',!"ea,uero, ant! tiud8 the JIlarkeL so sUJall t.llat, altJlOugh witlJout, family, hc wakes but, a
pour lirillg.

III San Fl"i.JlIdolL'O UJt~I'e are b\'l'Uty Portugllf'f,t\ engag-ed jll tho shore fisheries. ])t\ta.illS of their

Iw,lljL'i alit! motIl' or Jil'illg will he found ill alluther paragraph below.

'l'lwrt' are ah,(l lhirtt:en l'ortngne8e I'ngageu in UlO San :Fra'llcisco ('oll tleet, and fort)' lllorf\ hI

tIle 8ml Francisco off'.shOl't! wbitll.' fleel.
I 'OJ~1TG t'miE 1)/ ,VASHIJ'I(i-T(il.\" TERHlTORY A.l'm ()RL(}(r~.-In \VaElhillgton Tt>ITitOI'Y t.,here

arc 1)J'(JbHh]~' 1I0t mOl'l! thalJ Ulree I'ort.ugnese, wlw, at Gig Harbor, art~ occupied ill catchillg

dogtisll.

Oil the Columbia lliw~1',engagpd in the l:lalwon ftl:lhery, there are about oue llllI ldred Portugue~e.

21. THE SPANISH FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

SPAJ'llSH l"ISHlm:Ml~J'I I.]'I CALIFOH:NIA.-Thl.'I'e are now bnt few tislJermen of Spanilllh de8cen!,

ill Ualifonlia, tlJOllgh o(~eal>j()llalIJ' the,Y IlIa-.r be found among the mixed fishing popuJution of the

large!' pla(·es.

".A bout ont:\ hundred years ago," writes Jordan, "the various missions of California were
founded. Later tlw l'tlUlltry became the abOth\ of Sparlish grandees, who became tbe owners of

large tra.etl5 of land, dt'pentlillg chiefly for subsistence OIl their herds of cattle, and paying but

littll! attention to fish ing. Tlwir descendl1ll ts and sucoessors, the •Cal ifhrnians,' men, for the

most part, of lI1ix('(l Spallish and hHlian blool!, flRhed alld still fish only ",ith hook and lino. To
the pl'e8cIlt uay th(\y compose t.he larger portion of tlHlRe who sit on the w!la,rveR in the sun catch·

ing sculpins, bn t tileY OWIl no boats and lire not trul,y fishermeJJ."
There are at pres~lJt llOt more than twenty Spaniards on the Pacific coast who can properly

bc termed fisbermen. ]i'our of tbis number are in Santa Cruz Oounty, fifteen in San Francisco

County, and OIlt'. ill 'MaI'in Connty.
The Spaniard.s of Santa Cruz Count;}' have ill use t,wo boats. The~y live in the southern part

of SaIlht Cruz City, llnd fish for rockfish, sea basR, arId barral~uda, Little fishiIlg is done by them
or the Italian fishermen, their neigh hoI's, in the winter on account of t,he rough seas which at that

tieason must he encountered in the fisheries,
Uf the Spaniul'ds liTing" ill S;lU Francisco Cit.,Y nothing can be stated as t,o their pecnliarities

of life, 'rhoy Jive at the west end. of Vall€!io Ht,reet, about the Van~jo street wharf, with fishermen

of St;lveral other nationalities. They are employed in fishing with the drag.net.
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At Smith's rauch, near the head of Drake's Bay,Marill County, is OIlC Spaniaru wllO, together

with two Italians and oue Aushiau, i>; engab"(~d in .~eine and gill-net ii"hillg. The joint (~atch of

tlw~e four fishermen will probably eq ua-l ::;O,OOU pounds per allIlum. TlH''y scud thei r lbh en:r,\'

mortling to 1\Jarshall's, from which place tllesl' mell (~aIJl{' to Drake';; Hay, ,lIld whitller tJlI'~' will
return as soon as the fisbing in 'romall·.'''' Bay illlprovl'~. The)' ca,tdJ chiefly" "llIeH."

22. THE GREEK FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

There are in all fifty-five Greeks emplosed as tisbmnH.lU 011 Hw f'aeijjl~ (:oasl. of till' li II itl\ll
States.

Fift,y of them live in San Francisco, wbere, witl, fishermen of lIl<luy racc~, they fish with t1w

drag-net.

At Seattle, Waflhington Territory, there is ,b company of three Greeks, who fi~h with seiues
along the shore, obtaining )'on ng sallUon, flounders, &c., wLicII urI:' l'.old iII a RtnII in tbe town.

During the ~aI1l1011 season these Greeks go to the Columbia l~iver to engage in the salmon fi~hel'};.

The other two Greeks l.tave settlt"d at Port Madison, \V:uihington Terril,ol','\'.

23. THE AUSTRIAN FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

In Marin County, California, tlH'I,<, h; one Austrian engaged ill th;hhlg with one Spaniard lind
two Italians at tite bead of Drakes Bay.

There am elevell Austriauf' engagl\tl in fisbinJ::: in 'Washington ~rerrjtory. Three are at Nc\v

Tacoma. They either salt their fish or ship them fl't'l-;h to Portlallu.

At Seattle there are fh'e Austriaw,l 'l'l'ho fish with hook aud line in the Ih'l'per watera of the
Lmr, obtaining halibut, black bass, ltorse·maekerel, merlueit, pollock, tomcod, &c. The remainill~

tllree fish at Port Madison, Washington Territory.

24. FRENCH FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

In Los Angeles County, California, at Wilmington, then', are 6 Frenchmen, who eombiue
hook·a.,pd-line fishing whll the gatherin~of abalones. Titey own two boats, the \Vild Region and

the Josephine, which average about three·fourths of a tOil each.

In San Francisco County there arc 15 Frenchmen. The remark made concerning the Portu·

guese in San Francisco will equally apply to the French fishermen of that city.
There are 2 or 3 I?renehmen employed i,n collecting frogs in M&rin, San Mateo, and Kern

Counties. These frogs they sell at from $1.75 tf) $4 per dozen.
In Washington Territor;}', at Port Madisoll, there is oue Frenchman engaged in flehing. The

principal fish sought at that point are perch and floulldeni, which are dried by the Chinese and

Indians. Probably tills French fisherman joins them in their work.
On the Columbia River, Oregon, engaged in the salmon fisher,y, there anJ 200 Frenchmen, and

on the Sacramento and other salmon rivers there are about 50 more "Frenchmen.

25. SOUTHERN EUROPEAN FISHEUEN OF SAN FBAJJCISCO.

A writer in the San Francisco Bulletin in Mayor June, 1875, thus de~cribed t.he European

fisherltlen of that city:
"Their dark faces and sanguinary shirts, their hall-rae voices, and,l'tbove all, their picturesqne

latoon sails have a decided fiavor in them of foreign waters. In fant, almOllt to a man. at some time
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they have sailed or fislled upon the Mediterranean. They are mostly lta.Iiaus, but among them
arc Portuguet-ic l Sia vOJliau ~l Greek!:\, anll Austrians. They all understand and can convcrse ill

Italian. Althongh lUauy of thew belong- to benevoJent societies pertaining to their ditJ'erent race'll
tlJt\y af(; all hOll1ld t(,/.;'etut'r in what might. be called the Fishermen's Union. It is a protective

association. Each boat has CCl'taiJl right;.; and privileges not to be infringed npon by otbers. :Eacb

Hlall COlJtribules towanl a COlllllJOn fuud for the purpose of protecting the fishermeu's interests, and

to aid the families of deceased l1lemben;. Toe association has regular attorneys, wlto are supposed

to look after its interests. 'l'lw,Y h;l\'t~ a place of medillg at No, 32 Olay street, called the l~isber­

lllell'S Ronse. Here is a eht:'ap I'CfStulll'ant, where the single fishermen board, all indispensable bar,

ean] tahles, a billiard hull', and a H,w bed;" 'Yben allYthing unusual oceur" among them they

;lSSCW1,le ht"l'e a lHl 1101 <l a gr::llHl pow· pow.

"Tht:n~ an~ a1JUut t.wo hundred boat,s alld nearly 1,000 IUel! eugaged in the business. The

gnmt llllluhm' of their boats 1I0W lie in a »lip near the Front-street wharf, their old place at the foot

o!' (~Iax street, having heen rel.Jl:'Iltly i mprovetl for lL ste;UUOI" lauding. l~ach boat pays $1 per wook
liH' 1I'1wl'f'lge, Tlle!r l'rcl;cnt I]uarters ~mtil>fie8 them ,ery well now, bllt the;y are fearful that the

wintel' uortlH'J's sweepill/,:' in from th(~ GolUt'.Jl Gate wil-l destro.r their boats. l'heir attomey8 arc

t'udeanlriug 1,0 ha\'c their qua,rlel's iwproved. l\lans of the fishermen are married and have fam­

iIi e" lJl'.I't', un t til C illajori t..r are ,'Ii II gle men, Wlio in tend some ti me to return to their native COUll troY,

of eOlll',;e, l'ieh. TIll' marl'iml wen live Oil Tph~graph liill, ill bOlll'lel'l perelled like gulls' lIests 011 the

ltdl-!:1..t t,,.; allovo the wat~-J'. 'rhe h,)Us('/o!, thOllgL smaIJ: are kept very neat. The fishermen's wiveI';

are n<;nally bright.-eyml, little Haliau \Vowell, hn t somo have heeome cosmopolitan in their tastes
am] tal,IJll to wife wlllltevcr ofl'emd it1iclf. 'rho boats, as it general tIling, make one fislLing trip pN'

day, :llld the profit" pel' boat are from $10 to $30, and even $100 is sometimes realized from a
single trip.

"Abont fort...· hoatH are engaged in fishing withont the bay, and go ail far u::; the Farallonl1
IslalHls. l'hese llOats, of (~Ollrl:!t\, m:tk" Junger trips, and the receipts per trip, jf not the profit!'! pel'

day, an- gre:.tter. The hoat;; wl:icll ftsll ill tht~ hUJ UtiC the seine almos_t exclusively, but outside it
ii< l11>e,l hut litth" the hook t :tking- its plaee. TIlt' lllPH are very reckless, and their lateen sails are

often seell beating' agaillst a wiwJ WhOIl our pleasure yachts are glad to find a barboI'. It i" not
infrel]uen tJy th:tl. nrw of thgc boat.s sails out earl)" in the morning and never retUrJl8 nor i!i heard

from again. They are a very iudm;trious people; and some of them ,lI'C at work at all bours of the

day :lnd lJight. Some put out in the small hours of the morning and return at nigbtj others put

out in the evening aud return when the sun is well Ull. Sundays they mend their nets and rig

their boats. They are nearly all nominally Oatholics, but their religion does not interfere with

secular duties in the least. If you wish to see the whole set forget their English in an instant and

appear as inscrutable as the sphinx, go among thom as a missional'Y and inquire a,s to their spiritual
condition. They make considerable money and live well. Macaroni, they find, is not an all·suffi"

dent in t,his elimate, aDd they take very kindly to pork and beef. As is usually the case with

fishermen, they have a great contempt for fish and never eat it when anything better is to be had.
They use a great deal of tobacco; chewing and smoking, and a great deal of liquor.

H Tiler are the heaviest" consumers of our California wines, although on extra ocCll8ioDs they
indulge in imported articles. In spite of this liberal nse of wine and whisky, one rarely Bees fl

drunkard or a noisy man amon~ them. Around the dock and upon the water they have 11 business­
like air and SSJT but lit.tle, but at the ftsherme~'1:lhouse they appear very different. At the latter

place they I'ue noiRy and merry amI often drunk. Few of them, except the masters of the larger
boats which cruise outside of tho bay l are citizens. The boat!! a.re registerod, and, according to
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Oll!' marit,ime lawK, it ill necessal'j' that the masters ;;llould he uaturalized whrll !lot natiYe titizens.

A few ,rt'fL1'8 ago, lwforn owners of boats thought wdl enongh of tll(> eOllllh)' (0 illJOpt if, fLf.; thril'

own, rather than be nat,uralized they would hirn SOllJl~ lazy Yan!{I.'p 01" I ri,,,IIIIl;l1l to 1~l'Uif;e witl! tlwm

aK'master.' 'I'hey paid as lJigb alii $100 per month, and all that waf; n'qnil'l'll of tIl{' fignrp,]wlul

W11i:\ to kl'ep (lut of the way ltnci fumish hi::l OW!) wlJi':\ky. Dut t.illW" !lave ullallgl·cl. 'flley have

fOllnd tJmt Ca,lifornia is not I'lueh a had pliwe after all, and the "uppl} or t"t:,al !Il;lsteJ'M is now t(jllal

tn the demand."

26. THE CHINESE FISHERMEN OF THE PACIFIC COAST.

FRO:;>,! :NOTES nv DAVID S.•TOUD.AN.

On t.!w Paeific coast, of the United St<tt\'s, <tnd Oil the l.mnk" (If ri V"er~ 011 whieh KallllOll tall­

neries al'lI {;"f,abliKLlIcl, tlwre M'P, :lllont 400U Cllinamf'n eug;lged in eakhiug fi:,;11 l or ill lish-dl'.....

ing and fish-eaulIiIlg. or tbis nnlllbel' ahout.in:; C1Jiu::ww!l fl.re Iiviug ill tlll' lIIaritime "(!lItll iI'S or

C~Iifnrllia and ,Vashingtoll Territor:,>" wIIHe Ow n'lllaiudel' are ('ugafi(~(l ill rhl' ,,;lIItJl'1l l,aIIJl{'l'J"iil,

proballJy lJ?t less than ~~OOO being elOplo;yed Oil tlw (Jo]nmbia Hiver, On-goon, HIlII allont 1:00 ~lJ tlw

S,II:nnrUl1I to awl other ,~ahuOll l'i \-en.;.

SAN Ih:EG-O COUNTY, CALIFOHN1A.-ltl Sall Die-go f:ouuty, CaJiliH'llia, arc tllil'ty-sl'well Chinese.

TIll')' set tleel ther" about Un; YllM J8;n,;( Jill by lhe Ilse of very fiUe-IlJ('i'hml SdllPS La \"(~ (lrivl'll out tll('

Italianti who were, there at, tLe time or tlH_,ir aclveuL Tlw} are divideu ill to eight I'(lmpaui('~, whir;jl

<tl'(, seaU",rerl along the clm"t between Sail Diego aud Cerros 1;:;]aull". At Sail Di('~q all till' th,lwr·

mell, excepting tilUr Allll'l'ieans awl their employes, an~ C!LiJOlllWIl. U pOll tht'ir anival t h,'.y \H'1I t

tn work at C:1telJillg th,ll, wlJieh tlHi,Y "altel1 and dried; Illest' OW,Y o:lliPVI~jl tu Chilla, tlU'il' lIwtllndH

of fishing being probably the same as thOSfl now iu use ill Chi n:l. They !,wek ('sl'!,(~ia]j,\" sh~'lterp(1

bays, wlJieh the•." sweep cleall with their Heineo;, usually cOlnmeneiug' ojll'l"ati(lllS ill the I'arl~- part

of the night. SOble of the Chinamen Ii \'c Qullt,,!y on tlleir boats, yj",il iug tupir h()Il"(~'" 011 laud pcr·

blllls OlJce a monO!. 'The upr;clting or tlwir junks· il'! a matter of frequPllt oecurrellce, tbe rcsult

uSllall~y being a redtwtiOlI hi tlJe !lumber of that partklllal' CO!OIl." to wIdell tlll.' junk bdollgl'd.

The Chinese take ri"ks ill stnrlll.Y weatlwr Wllidl no white mall ill till", rl'gi01I would llrl'um (}f takillg.

'rIw two colUlliell hen~ were ~'",talJJi8hed with a Hpeeial view to ti"lJillg"-olle at RO>;('YiIll' ill ls;S,

and the other in t.he town of l:3~tU Diego about, 1870. The latter eOllsi",t" of aLJilut a Ilozcn 1l("I1~I''',

arranged in t.wo rows, nearly at right angles to each ot.!w1', while ill dn,.;e pnnilllit,\' aI'l' Nt agnl\llt

pools, stands for dl)'ing fi"h, outhouses amI piles of rot/('lI tlil:ll, allli ,Il! lila IllWI' of II lIollliJl<l tiolls 1'1111

of tlfawling maggotll, all of widell tend to give the colon,\" an ext n'lne!~- Illll,ayor.\" OllOT. Tlw lH~ad

man of tile colony f"nrnishes the greater part of tlw flshillg' eal'ital, aud tlw fblu:TlIl1"ll rep<1'y llilll

out of the proceeds of their cat.cbes. The Chinese of the"e two COIOlli(',~ use· i>eilH's. impoj>(l'd froll!

China, about 300 by lU feet., with a ]·inch mellh. V'i'llen llew these arc worth ahout. $1lI0. Along'

the coast of this county a.re gat.herell, priucipaHy by the Chi()('f';,', nbout 700 tOtH'- of ahaIolll:'S.

:Worth of Cerl'Os Island the Ollinumcu 1111ve stripped the whole coao:i ,~r thie1 shell. Until htely tilE!

Mexican GuYe-rmnent paid 110 attentioll w the depredatiuns of the Chiumnen, l.mt now a. 1ie('u"~·

of $60 for each boat i.., charged upon all coming from the Unit.eu Statel:l in seurell of ahalones, aTlll

to Colltmt that tax a Mexica.n {lonsulatc has hcen est,tblished at San Diego. The origin of the

abalone business was as follows: '1'1111 Chinese ill Uhiml llr~' the flesh or Haljn/ix (or sOllle otllel'

related genus), and, finding that llnimal ill California, thes eOlumeneecl the sallle indu::ltry there

about the year 1873. Later, white Illelt began to gather up tlw i:lhel1s thrown uwuy by t.he Chin:l­

mell, and the use of them for ornaments soon created a demand for them. Thereupon the China·

• TlWI oo1ony in 1881 owned four large junks, besides throo emoller boa.tiI.
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men saved tlle sbells, amI for tllrec years or so the abalone-shell businem,; jms hren 1't'1:r exte111>il't'.
B.y the excessive WQl"kiug" of tllis illllnstrJ the abaloUl\8 han:l boon nearly cx:t.erJtlhJah~tlilJ all aCCW·1­

.'1ible place», :ond American 11e.'1lerl; now ship UlliJJalllcn to the neighboring i,;lano.'! difficuJt. of
access, reeeiviug in return the shells, the ChilJeSe retaining tbe. meat.

IjoS ANcmLl";; AND VEc.TllUA COlINl'IER, qALIFORNIA.-In Los Angeler:; County are about·

30 Chiuarnen, all of whom are engaged in (',ollecting abalones. They ship to San Fmnci,;eo

aunH:1Ily about 150 tOIl.'! of _..uel1s.

In Veutura Count.y, ai, J'oint Magitl, H mH('s south of Hueneme, is a colony of 6 Cl1inamen.
They Rettled UII"l'e in IS';7. Two of this number were reeentl;y drowned by the upsetting of a
junk.

At Sail Bllcnanmtura there aTe :t few Uhincse engaged in fishing from the whar"es.

SAN'fA BARBARA COUNTY. UALIFORNIA.-There are about 25 Chinamen in Santa Barbara

County engaged in fishing. At Goleta there is a part.,y ()f 3 employed in fishing with the seine.
Man): colonics of Uhiuameu are transported to t.he neighboring islands in the schooner Surprise,

belonging to Rogers Brothers) for thfl purpose of collecting" abalones, th(·, meat from which they

salt, dry, and Hltip to China, paying for their transportation t.o and from the islands with shells.

On the Santa Cruz Islands ll'l great a quantity a,8 50,000 pounds of fish have be('ll caught in a

season by Cbinampn.
SAN LCIC! OBISPO COVNTY, CALIFORNIA.-At. Port Harford, San Luis Obispo County, there

is a colony of oS ChillalIJell 1 6'Illen and ~ women, and at San Simeon and other places there are

flO Chinamen engaged in collecting abalones, the Abells of which they ship to San Francisco,

retaining" the mea.t for shipment as food.

l'tIONTEREY COUNTY, CALIFORNIA.-There arc two extensive colonies in Monterey County,
one at P('~e;HI('ro, Hwother at Pnnta. AIOlJCR. 'l'he colony itt the former plaee, which is in the

Ilort1Jwe~t, cOI'lwr of Oarllwlo Bay, W,t!; PAtablished in 1868, and is composed of 40 Ilersons, living

in eight hOU'!(1A. A eOllsillprable proportion of these are fishermen. The others attend to bouse·

work and to flrying and prt'IHt1'ill~ the fil';b. They UIlC boats built by themselve8, obtaining at
Soquel anchovies for bait.

Spaniarthl, wbo never til:\U, arc hired to cart the fish from the boats to the drying shores and,

again, wben dry :md Ilrepared, to the point of shipment.

The co10ll)" at Pllntl~ ",l101WS, which is Il mile and a half west of Monterey, settled there in

1864 and consist" of 25 fishermen. This is a somewhat larger colony than tbe one at Pescadero.

Some of the women herl' go fishing v.'ith the men. Others sta;y at home and dress the fish~ which

operation is aided by a heav.y hatchet-like knife. One of the Ohinamen at Punta Alolles ill an
American citi7.en nllt'l ~pea.kl1 Buglish well. OtberR have been howl cooks. This colony compares

iiworably with any other 011 the COI\8t. They ship daily to San Francilmo, in nne weather, froIll

200 to 800 pOUTldl;; of /ish. The members of thi~ colony, as well as t.hose at Pescadero, dr,Y and

slJip to China an unknown quantH,y of abalone meat and sell the shells. At certain aeasons they
also dl'y many tons of different devil-fish, squids, &c.

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY, CALIFORNIA..-Between Soquel and Aptos, Santa Cruz County, h~ It

large cololl,\' ofCbinese. There are about 50 of them, all men and all engaged in fishing. They ship

to San Francisco and to San Jose direct, especially in SUlumer. Those not so shipped are sent

to Soquel, whence they am taken to San FranciscA) by steamer. The Soquel fishermen make great

cOlllplaint of the violation of the fish la.ws by the Chinese,- as the latter use fine-meshed seme8 a.1~

take large quantities of young fiOUDdet"li and 8had, which a.re never returned to the watt'r, tbc
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Chinese caring nothing for the future fislH'ries. These tisl! arc either salted and dried, or aM left

to spoil on the beach. The wa~te i~ said to be CIHll'lnous.

SAN :\[A'FF,O ANn RAN VRANCTSCO COUNTms, CALIF'ORNIA.-Iu the tOWIl of San .l\'1ateo is a

compally 01' 7 Chinamen. They fish wit,II seines and Hhip their tii'\h to Sail FrHllChwo or lll'thlle

• t,hem frellh in t.he lwighborllOm1.

In San FranciRco County the Chincse fishermen deyote their a!t€utioll to catcbing sllrimp

with purHc-uets. 'Vith the shrimp Rlllall Jish of ot11("r spedes are taken and aflerwal'd.~ ,,,alted amI

dried. At Bay View there is a Chinese colony cOll~istillgof about. 24 lllf'll, who, with a huudred

seines fwd eh'vl;m junk.~, arc engagl~d ill .'llJrimping. There 101 anothrr cololl,\' of ] 0 Chinamen 2

miles fa.rtber south. The ClainameJl arrange tIl(' In,rgc 8ltrilllp~ after I"emo,iug the carapace, on

two st.il\ks of mme placed lmrallel t{J ead.! other; these stil~k~ pas"illg through the Hesh nf the

shrimp. Thesl\ tbey sell for 30 cents per ponnd. Others are 80ltl with tile carapace and legs

relllove{l, simpJ...' as meats. The total catch -of O1hrilllP amI pntwll for thi" couuty is estimated at

30,000 pounds.

III former sears the ChinaflH'1l in Sa~ Francisco Uount~ were accustomrd to eat shark fius,

110tll fresh am} dried, which wen' hJ them estl:'emetl It gn'at d(\Jil"u·X. The ('!lUre hm,illes~ of

8hrimpillg wal> then in tho hamls of t.he Chillese. '1'IJell' opNatiom, extended frmll Mare hland to

Ang;:! Isll1nll. Tho hulk of the shrimp eanght hy Hw CLtili(>se with t,heir une- ltlPSlll'd IJets was

.-hipJled to China ill RacklS. Longe quanti riel; of shrimp W{'W !:>old alllo to oylder dealc!"s in San

F'rallciseo who~ after boiling them, would fwt tlWllI before their eUlSblllH:,rK whil.~,t waiting for oyste1'01,

thllf; to tl'mpol'lui1y satis(y their appet,ites. The slwlls of the shrimp were shipped by Chinumen

to China, who paid to thc OWlleTK of tllrir fisb1ng-grouud" a tax nf from 50 cpnts to $1 a mouth.

They also used to catch stllrgenll, from whose backbone they would llUll with a hook the inside

nerve; this, which resem 111£'01 a pie{~e of macaroni amI is nearly;) feet long, i01 dried and sJlipped to

Ohina as a rare tid· hit for the epicures_
In 1876 the ltalian FilSherrneu'8 Unioll of Sail Frafl(~isen :tddl"Cssed a Iett-er to one of the State

Renators, the main ohjl~ct,of which wa.:,; to direct attention to the ruinous methods employed ill fishing

h~' the Ohinese, their total tli"reganl of the size of the fish lhry caught, aud their waste of all tlw

st.urgeon they took, excepting tIlt' oue nerve in tlw hack ahove mferred to. Tbey fished so exces·

sively that often they woultl ship to China w, much lHl $12,000 worth of shrimp and dried fish per

month. The Italians, therefore, asked that; the Chinese fishermen be compelled to adopt a system

less destrUlltive.
ALAMEDA. COUNTY, CALIFOR1<lA.-In Alameaa County there were established in 1870 CLtitl(~fle

fishing colonies which are now deserted. These Jislleries wl'rc principalJ,\' lor the eapture of Rmelt

and. herring from the wharf, which they Cotrrietl Oil by the aid of v~wy fine square lletfl, from which

not even the very smallest millllOWl' could escape. They would drop their llet ahout ever...' twenty

minutes; when bauled up, a hoat would be pushed out UlHler the net, and the contents of the net

dumped int-o the boat. ThouSUIHls were thus taken en~ry day.
MARIN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA.-"Near Point San Pedro, l\farin County, there are two colonieg

of Chinese, nnmbering in all about 112 persons, who fisb for -shrimp. 1'hese they ship to Sail

I<'rancisco, after having dried them on tlle hillsides and thresbNl them, in Chinese st,yle, in order

to separate the hull from the meat.
As will have been noticed, the peeuliarity i u tb e coust,ruction of the nets used by fhe Ch inamen

is that the meshes are extremely fine, the end in view being the capture of all fish, large and arnall,

young and old; and many complaints have been made regllol'dhlg their use of this st,yIe of nett

es,peoill.Ily by the fishermen at Soquel, Santa Cruz County.

. ",·c:
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AVARICE OF CHINESE FlSHERMBC",-"'ith a view to illustrate the extreme llvarice of the
Ohinese tislJermen, flS shown by their exclusive U!HI of Vel)' fine-mc."hed llel'81 it rna,)' De stated here
tllat the Mexican Government has fonnd it; necessar.." to station a eomml at San Diego who is
iust-runted to charge every boat {Iomillg' ill search of abalones too per aunum, tbeir depredatiol1f; •
ill this fillhery IH1>ing bet:n so extellRiw~ as to almost exterminate the species.

SURP·FISHING.-Thc l)ceuliar method of Rurf-fishing a,t, Punta Alones l'tlld Pescadero in vogue

amongst the Chinamen is one eutirels unknown to American fishermen, ami is deseribed by Pro­
fessor Jordan, as follow.\;: HAt PUllta Aloncs and l'escadero the Chinese fish(,l11len carryon Ho

fisherj' for the capture of I'urf·fisb [Embiofoca la,leraU8, I)a1l1alichthys 'vacca, &c.]; BIllI their tn(ltllOds.,

being cbaracteri8ticall.r orienta,l, fire of mnch iutcrest to a stranger. Tho gill-nets are placed
among the kdp·coYercd roeks; Ilot far frolll p,llOre, and the boat, goos around among the nets to

frighten the fish infO them. The old IlJan plies the oat', sculling the boat. The young man stanus

in the. hOW, with a long Imlc1 whieh he throws into the water at such all angle that. it L'Ctn1'llS to
him. The woman sits in the middle of the boat1 with the haby strapped on her back. She is
armed with two drum-stinks; with which sho keeps up an infernal racket h.y lJammerillg Oil the

seat in front of bel'. This is supposed to fi.'igllttllI the fish so that they frallticall,}' ))lunge into the

n€ts. Occasiona.]l~· this is varied by the womau taking the oar and the old mlln the drum·l.,tieks."
SHRIMP AND ABALONE 1,'ISlIERIES,-Thn principlll fisbing hId uslries E'llgagl,fl ill by the

Chinese are tho capture awl preparat,ion of Sll ['impt; and abalones. The greatet' part of thfl shrimp
are dried, threshed, awl sent. to market. The hulls ;l,re shippe-d to Ohina and sold at $20 a ron for
manure. 'Ihey llr(1 considered Uj' the Chinese to he an excellent fertilizer.

A minor occupation of t.lIe Ohin~se is that of collecting seaweed.
A colon,,"' of Chinamell~ numbering perhavs twcllty,fivc fIlen, is Ioeated at San Pablo, llcar thl'

moutl) of the Sacramento Hiver, on the ba,j' southwest of San Pablo, Thb,}" are engaged in shrimp

fisbing, their methorlr; being the saille as thosc emplo,}'cd by the Chinamen about San Francisco.

FISHERMEN'S no-usEs.-Tlw houses of the Ohinese colony at Roseville, San Diego, nUluDeI'

about ten. They-are low, unpainted, dirty-looking buildings, an dare 8urrounded by hen-coops,

whose occupants are fed, to a great extent, upon the small fish which the Chinese capture in their
fine, meshed 80ine8.

CHARACT};RISTlCS OF CALIFORNIAN CHlNESE.-lt is noteworthy that the Chinese, perhaps
ill mistrust of their OWII race, never consign their flsh to Ohinese dealers in the cit-ies, preferring
to transact bm,iness with the Americans.

A writer in the Sail Francisco V"'eekl~- Bulletin of January 27, 1871, says of the Ohinese fish·
ermeu of Oalifornia:

"Tbe'Ohinese fishennan in Ohina is very different from the Chinese fisherman of Oalifornia

a.nd far alJove him in equipments, habits, and scale of work. Oonfident of his seamanship and skill

lie dashes around in hill lateen-sailed juuk ill a :rookless manner, and in hours of NJcreation indulges

his fllndllesB for gambling, while the latter tugs )lainfullyat the oar and finds his brother fisher­
men too poor ro gamble with him. The Chinaman is a good sailor in his native craft, but in other

vessels, when difficult duiies are to bc performed, needs some one to direct him constantly.

"On the southern bank, at the entJ.'ance of tbe San Antonio Oreek, is a small Chinese settle­

ment, consisting of some dozen wooden honses, called Ohina Point. The sbores of the creek are
covered with smelt a.nd herring, dryIng in the sun preparatory to being compressed inro compact
bales to be sbipped away j the nets, pa.tched and old, are lying around everywhere drying in the
SlIll, and the whole is dirt)-', filthy, a.nd ill,smelling.

''-The fisherman's boQt is: a long, unWieldy, o)umBily-oonstrueted craft, with heavy, ill.sha.ped
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oars. They are. not shipped in double rowlocks after the American method, but work on a 8ingle

pin which pasBes through the loom of the oar. 'With the' nets pil(\d up in tiJe stern, and th~ crew
at their places, the cockswain, using a large steering·oar, guides the boat to tht~ long fiats of tbe
Oakland and Alameda shores, tht) principal fisbing grounds, where the shoall:' of smelt aml her­

rillg, which abounrl here at high water, are encircled by the nets. Stational',\' net-I:! and spine" are
also uBed-one to la;v all night, or for some hours, amI the other for immt'diatt< amI actin', work.
At, sunset, after drawing the neb;, tiles row hOllJe and spread the cllt(jh IHl the shore~ I'('ady for

the next da;r's drying. The jDnrJleJ home is accompanied b;y a song, if the catch has been It largt~

one, or only a grunt, if poor.
"The shorel:l of Isla,y Creek are the choice of t.he. Chinese fishermen who liw\ Oil the SaIl Fran·

cisco sidB of the bay. Chlmo;, 8I11Clt, and shrimp constitute their c<ltch at IIIW tide, :lJld tbeir man·
IH'I' of llrocuring the former iEl extremel,Y remarkable. Either a long plank or tell ;;,quare piece;; (If

wood are planed under the fel:'.t, :md using tlWlIl iu the same manuel' as SJllIw.!,dIOl'!i tIle fif\henn:ul

makes very fair time over tlIP mud. His basket, 01' light boat is pushed along to rceei VI' the slll'Jl­

fish as he pick8 them up, and ul\fore the tide baH quit falling his shrimll-net tIoes good service.

Their cabiuB border OIl the creek, ami have the "arne charaetcristicl:l, though perhaps OJ] a la:rgcr

8eale, as their fellows at the entrance to the San Antouio. But in addition to pI'('paring figh for

transportation to China, they supply, in a great measnrtl l the market ill tllC Chinese quarter, but
their fi8hing ground lIas not the 8awe 8ize or quality of smelt tIUlt arc foullt! over the fiat.s Oll tht\

other side." oil-

CHINESE IN WASIDNG'I'ON TERRI'l'ORy.-lll V\TalllJingWn Tl\rritory there are thirt;y·tbree

Ohiuameu engaged in fishiug. About Cape Flatt,ers and Quartermaf',h~r'ii Harbor them are
twelve; near Port Madi~oll there arc fifteen engaged ill dryiIl:;!' fish. They also buy from the
Indians. Especial .'aluc is set upon flounders,. but. salmon m'e held hy them jn SllllllJ cJ>teeill. At

Port Gamble and Ludlow there are six Chinameu who oecup.y t,lieir time in fishing from th('\

wharves. The;y catch a large quantity of do~flsh.
CHINESE IN THE SALMON CANNERI);;S OF OREc-ON.-On the Columbia River, 01'eg'on, aoS many

as three thousand Chinamen are cllgaged in the /lalmon canneries,
After the saJmon have been throwll iutu alJeap on the wharf; the Ohinamell (lut off the heads,

tails, and fln8, and remove the viscera. Some Chinamfm become so expert at tbi" branch of the
work that they ClUJ thus clean ],700 fish pel' day. After tllt~ fish have been wa!3hed and cut into

sections the;y are split into three pieces by the Chinamen, OIle piece being largf\ enough to fill a

can, the others smaller. These fra.gments are placed on tables, I't whieh the Ohinamen stand
ready to pack them. Other Chinamen put on the covers, while yet others soiller them, where thi8

operation is not done by machinery.
The Chinese thus do the bulk of the work at the sa,lmon canneriel'i. The supervisors, foremen,

and book.keepers are, however, white men. The fisiJ,cutters, if expert, receive from $40 t<l $45 per

month. The majority receive $1 per day of eleven hours, and work as required; that is, lea,ving
,--- --------~--,------------ -'.-.

• WORI!Il 'l'HAR SIl.t.-LWNs.-Ollr legislature has attempted to protect the tlll1mon in our rivel'll by repealiug the
Jaw protecting seale. It is lWIe"!'tOO. that the llflalB destroy the salmon which come down annuaJly from the upper riveTll
to salt water. This may be true, but opiDiona o.re con1licting. However that may be, there is an enemy to the Kalman
far more da.ngerous than the round..eyed 8eoJ aDd that is the bllay Chinaman. Only a few days SiUM ~'e watched
the modlUllperllftdi of eatching flah in our San Joaquin. Two Chinese junb, or sc.ho01leI'll, appeal'ed in the rivet, each
holding an end of a remarkably fine not. The OOhOOnOM theusepa.rate and ..weep the wawra witb tho net to tho shore.
Fi8h of nil aite8 are thUII caught, llnd none, not the 8malleBt ijalmon trout, are ever return6d to the wa.ter. ThO!le too
"mal] for ma.rket are thrown on the l'Ihore or fed to poultry. It is said by thoee familiar with the Chinaman'a mode of
bhiu/iC that thell6 fl.ne netll IllaTa no young aaJulon behind, and are far greater ene!lliC8 to their propagatiOl\ than
8Eoa.le.-[Autiooh Ledger, California, July 6, 1876. . ....,
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nud eorning at ally bour that lUay he set, time during which they are actually at work alone being
COllutrd. Xo oth~'r rllee of people could work at such rates and UP0l! such terms as these, and in
tbp present state oj' tbillgs but for Chille8e labor tIlP canneries mU8t needs bc closed. They come

ill April amI h,llYl) ill Augu,;t, find ycry few return. They are -employed directly and without the

aid of any agent. The Cilinei'it', as a rule, work YeI''y faitlJfull~'. TheJ-' are never engaged in any
dnmk(·Jl riot, and their worl> is Ullifol'lll. OJI the other hand, they are not de'\'otoo to their

emplayers. 1f dissati"fied, "they IIrc the hardest class in the world to lJl anage." :.rhe.y would

"use a l,niff' for two ccnts." If their pay should exceed a day's indehtednes~l they would _ery
proballly resort to timl, mean work. They are in,eteratt\ gamblers, and their wages l as earned,
go from one to aIwj]u:"r to pay t.rleir gaming debts. A Chinaman dare not fish in the Columbia, it
beillg HlJ lllldrrstood tllillg that lie wnuld die for hil' sIwrt,. Ther are onl~' tolerated becauf\e the.y

will work for t'llch low wage". I~ach cannery employs from one bundred to two hundred Chinamen.

27. MISCELLANEOUS FISHERMEN OF THE 1"ACIFIC COAST.

Th(\rc are fift)' Siavonians on the Pacifie coast of the United States, employed as fishermen.

The.}' all live in San Franci8co.
In Los AllgeJes County, California, there is one Chilian fisherman. In the same county one

Irishman il'i engaged in fishing.

In Santa CrttZ CouJtty~ at Soquel, there are fOUl' German fishermen.
At New Tacoma, "\Vashillf,rton Territory, there is one negro fisherman.

28. THE ARCTIC WHALEMEN OF SAN FRANCISCO.

Professor Jorclau says, concerning t,lH'l men on tht' Arctic whaling f1e,ct, that the crews of aU
the Y{,!'os!;'ls, whether owned ]~ast. or on the Pa(\illc coast l arc lUade up in San Francisco. The offi·

cers are usually ..\.1rlerican, but there arc very few American foremast hands. When an American

ships hl!fore the mast, be seldom stay:,; there long; lie either g'ets aft or leaves disgusted. Portu­

gnese~ ScandinaYiall8, and Germans form the bulk of the crew, and are all very hardy, and like

the hU8iness. Now and then an Irishman is ill\'eigled into the service by the boarding-hollse

keepers; but Irishmen are never at 110me OIl a whaler.

29. THE FISHERMEN OF THE COLUMlIIA RIVER.

There are upward!'o of 2,500 men engaged in salmon fishing OIl the Lower Columbia; about
haJf (If th('tr! i.u A~toria, the rest at the other cannery rowm,. A few of them, not one-tenth, live
permanently in the towns where employml; the rest eome from the interior, from San Francisco,

and from the crews of various vessels along the coast. The;\' come to the Columbia in April and

le~l\:~ in AllgU~tl periJa.p... )}O~ balf of them returning the' next :rear. Some of them, especia.]Jy

SNmdinavians, Qwn 8mall farm% in the interim lJf Ore,goo and Washington. Many ofthe Italians
allll u-reeks fish in San Franei"co Bay when not upou the Oolumbia.

As to nationalities, exact information is una.ttainable. Looking OYer various lists of nllmes and
making illquirit'j;\ indicate the preponderance of SCl1ndimwiaus and ltalialls, with Gr('eks, French,

:FinllS, Irish, lind a few Americans. No Chinamen are emplo,yed in thii'J fishery, though they work

in the canneries. 'fhere are very few Indian fishermen on the Lower Columbia, none of them of

pure blood.
Abont. one-third of the mel) are murried, and two·thirds of these, chiefly Scandinaviang anti
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FillllS, lead sober, industrious lives; the rest are, as it whole, a. reekles" awl impl'o,"ideut. set of

men, spending their money as fast as earlH"d upon drink amI prostitutclI. Tbe proprit'lor of a "divc"

in Astoria is !laid to have begulL Il short time ",illce wit.h lJotbillg', am] to be IW\, worth $:m,oo(J, his

cstabli;;ilment boing elJiefly fn'(IlU'nted hy fishenucH. Many have !JOt. elJough Idt ;It the end of tile

~ea8on to pay tueir debts and to gd away. .Mall} of them, thl:'rt'fol'f.', lean' tli")r dt'lJts ull})a](l.

Most of the mcn board ill various establislllllCllt" fit tell up lI" fi"benUCll'f\ boanHllg·houF,cs,

'rhese are of many grades, tlle usualI'ati~ being $5 per '...·eek.

The few fishermen who can read perusc eLiefly tile Police Gazettl' alJ(I similar pubJicat,iollk,

the sale of which on the Pacific eoaflt is far grl~ater in proportion than Oil tlw Atlantic.

30. THE INDIAN FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

There are at present no IndiaTJ fi!>hermen employed on t.he coa!it of California, 111t1IOUgh eert.ailJ

hibes living inland, for im;tancc the McClond Indiall!,;, depcllCllargf'ly UpOlI tlle fi;;h,>ries for .'Suppmt,
Jordan has observed that 111 l:'arlieT times, befnI'e the l;eUleuH'llt of Cali1'nrnia by while men,

Ule Indians of tlle <loa.st mu!>t Lan' suhsisted I'll til>h to a vel'," large extent. SpilJn: of "I(rtrk:s fUlll

I'll,yS ll,re found among the Indian remai u.s on the Santa Barbara I8Ia]Jds~ and somt' aI'(' UJOught to

lm....e been used for fish-books. Fish·bon\\s are fouIHI ill the refuse lleaps of kitdH'lJ ]('H'vings on

Santa Cruz I"Iands, where t.he illbalJit311ts must lHW(' livpu ebiefly 1m jh;lles al1l1 lIlollu."k~. The

Santa Barbara. Islands give evidence of ha·...-ing been OIlCl', dcn:sely populated. Scarcely lllJ,Ything

eatable now grows a·Love tide marks.

At the present, time the Indian fishermen on the Pudtie com,t are an seated ill '\Vashington

'Territory and Oregon. There are about 380 of them scattered ill groUJlfl throughOllt thm:e reg-ions.

Two hundred Indians a·1'1' employed in the Oregon salmon fishery.
At New Tacoma" 'Va8h., are twenty llidiallii t>ngaged in fi ..hing tor dog-·fish, the oil of WIlicll

is relldered chiefly ill keWes.
At Steilacoom are about twenty IndiallS (SiwlJf;bes). They do not, to aJJJ· extellt, sell tlJeir fi8ll,

hut reserve them for their own consumption.
Near Seattle are thirt;v IIJdians who fish elJie:fiy for f;a,lmon-trout (Sah'dinuR), of wIlicl1 ihf''y

bring boat·loads almost dail~' int.o the town.
Twenty Indian :fishermen Imve been reeorded from Port Madison.

In the northeast part of tbe sound, at- Utsaladd'y, are twent;y Indians ellgaged itl salmon and

dog-fish :flailing.
Ten Indian ftabermen iiVI:' at Muekilteo.
At Port Gamble 8,rn twenty Indians (Siwashes) engaged in fishing f{lr d(J~tiIJl, and othel'Rlll~n

shaJ'ks. The oil is rendered bJ' putting the liYers into wooden troughs, llno which hot stones lire

thrown; finally the oil is drained off.
Near New Dungeness, on the way toward Cape Flattery, Ilre some ten Indians enga.ged in

fll:ihing for dog·fish.
At Neah Bay there is a ooDsiderabll! reElervation of about twent;y Indians, wlJo are exr.1nsiwly

engaged in fishing and sealing,

31. THE ll'CLOUD RIVER nrnIAXS OF CALIFORliIA,

(JonceIning the McCloud River Tmiiaus, who Are emphatically a race of fillhcl'men, Mr. IJiv­

ingswn Stone, of the UnitoP-d States Fish Commission, writes as follows:
" The Indians themselves are a good-featured, hardJ', but indolent race. I lonnd them always
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plea;;aut, gocnial, am] ;;ooiahle, though, like onler Imlians, very "NISi tive whtn their pride was

wounded, 'I'lll:'y at fint adoptl'd Ole pIau of onleri ll;! aU white mell out of their country, and wm'('

the 1:1;.:t of tIle t.:a,lifOI'llia Iudiall~ to ~'ip1l1 t(l the eueroadllllents of ei,·ilizatioll. Even now they

arc Ilot .'ilow to say to the whitt' straJlg-er, 'These anI Illy lalJ(l~/ and 'These are llly salmon'; hut

till' :,;tt'I'U eonseQl1t'llt~l'f\ of cOlltlier with tlJl' wldtes ha\'(, taugllt them to ab.!ltain from any violent

illdit:atioll of their rights, 'rhe,\' still always reVl~Jlgl~ :~ wrong iuflicted OIl tllem by tlJeir own

people, amI th~,t'm it a tlut,'- to a,VCIlgC the murder (If one of their kindred, hut I think the} am a well­

diliJwsed race IlY t1it1ure, alltl have lJO mali('" naturally in th(:,ir heartf\ towartl any OIle, and will

not, illjure anyone who (loes not fiI'"t illjllJ'P them, EverJ tine told me, bet'on~ my ulTi,-al and

dnring m~· lib) on HII' ,!\'ld']lIIHl, that tlle 1JJdiullB woul([ "teal every'thing that they could lay tbeir

haJuh; 011. J am glad llIal tlltli opportullity iii Hl't"orded me of 1wurillg tPf\timollY to tht', contrary,

Wllidl ] "'h,;b to do wry emphll tieally, ] wonlel trust .tlle l\1({iloud Illdian" with all,i-,tlliug', We

Il"c~ll to Ipa n' our t.hlllg'" ('VNy day around the hOUIWI lwd pv('u down Oll tilt' riVf'T-hank, 1'01' wl,do;

togetlH'T, wlwrt· tile IlHlialls (~onld ha\'f~ stolen them with J1el'ft~et safety, anl! w]len' !lwy would not

It" "(' remaillC.tltl.lllJlilllltefiinlIwhite1tian•.~Jiettlfwwnt.am] yet I do not kilO\\" of a single iIJ:,;taIl(~('

of' thdl of thl~ I'llJalle"t thiJlg' 011 tlleil part, during all our stay 01' two months among them. 011

1,11(' cOJlt,rary, ill one illlitaJlee, <Ill Illtlian travelel1 "ix miles OHe hoi dil,:; 10 n,tUl'll IlJt~ a W,ttcll.gllard,

wllieh Ill' fOUllt] in tilt' poeket of lJ gllrmcnt whieh I /lola him, aml whkll Ill' mig-hI, !Jan; kt'pt witL

Jlerj(~t;1 inJIHllIiiy. Ami OIl auotL{~r oeel!"ioll, 011 the arrival of' "om.. p;oJ<! eoiJl, wllen I hail reascm

to I'xl,ed an attrwk from 11'hik men, 1 ga'·e the gold to one of my IlJ(liall~, ami lolll IJinl t1mt, 1

d('pellllt:'tl Oil hilll to pWTl'et that aud me till morning. I ~lept !iClU!H1!y, alltl the next. TIlOl'Uillg' tIl('
tjlitllful Indian handl'tl Jllt~ lhe gold just Uti 1 gave it to Lim. 1 wish on t,he:;;e aeeollIltf\ In bl' V(,r.v

l~mJl"ajje ill silyillg thaI tIlP eIHI,rl,!'l:'N ag,tius!, tht:'SB IudiallN of 1J(~ing a race of 1.lJil',Vt'l'l1 an~ 1Illtrne

amI lHljuM.

,. '\Vith all rlH'ir g'oml tmit.~, however, IJIllnlel' (lid IlOt ~l;leJll to ha,ve the obnoxiol1N eLaracter

tllat it ha.'; <HIlOllg IlIore eulig-llWIH'd people. Almost evers )1cOloul1 IudiaJl Wt' III('.!; Lat.l killed OIW

01' ltIon' m!']), wIlitl' or H'd, ill tIre eOllrfie of hi:; life. hut it was mmally becauow they were goadpd

to it b.\- ll11gonomahle .kalousy or revellgl.'. It was not from motiyes of gain or e,lll."leless maliee.
•• TI!" l\!(·('.II'IH] Tlltlian;.; lin\ amI ;;Ieop ill the oven air in the Sllmmf'r. In rhe. rainy Sea."lOn

tltt')' huiltl wigwam~ or hut"! of driftwood aUI} dr~· hl~N, which they inhabit pret.t.r comfl'rtably

thl'OIl~11 tIlt' winkr. III the summer and fall Ow,\' [iv.~ mainly Oll tlH~ ."lal mOIl and trout which tlH'Y

!ipear. In tiw wint(~l" they Ji,c Oll tilt' salmon which tlH'Y catelJ and dry' in the fall j am1 011 aeOl'1Jli,

whielJ l!wy gatl1er in great quantities in till:' wood,,;. 'l'Ill'Y hUllt witll ho\\'>\ and arrow", with which

t.ht')" ol'ca!'lionally kill a hear, thoug-L a few of tlJe more enterprisiug' bave I'itleil. The,i-' trap a very

little, but. the ..aImon of the riH:'r an1 so ahunduut tlmt they arc lIot obliged to resort to lWTJting"

and trapping' at all, alld do not dn much of l"itller,

" I han~ writ.t-t'll thil" long aCCtmllt, of t.he )1 cOlolll1 R.iver Indians partly beea,lIse their presence

hen, if; :-;0 singularly eomlected with Uw ahtlll\lance of the salmon iu the S<wramento l{in~l', Had

whitt: men eOllle llere, and req uirt:d the salmon for food, this main artery of the supply s,vstem of

He riycl' would have heen stopped; or had wbite 1l1(\1l come and engaged in mill ing, as they Imve

done on tIJ(· Yulm aud Oil the Feather and American llivers, the spawning'b(~d8would have b('eIl

CO\·f'TI~(i with mud and ruined, a" iu those r]\'IO>rl\, and ill les!'; than three rear" the !'lulmolJ supply

of t,\Je Sat~ramt'ntowould ha:n; !!hown a vast th'emuRe. rrIle pr~sellce of the Indians, therefore. in ,,0

nlr a" it irnJlliel> the absence of the wbite8, it! the great protection of the supply of th('. Sacrament.O

salmon."
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NATIONALITY AND GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS.

32. THE FISHERMEN OF THE GREAT LAKES.

45

FROM NOTES BY LUnWIG KUMLIEJ>.

NATlONALITIES.-Vcry llla~IY natiollaIi ties arc represented aillong t.he fishermen of t.lJe Great
Lakes, nor is the diYerllity of origin confined to the tisherJlH'Il alone, for Jllan~· of He owners and

managers of the fisheries are (>f foreign hirth. Next to tlll' IHttin' Amcl'ieans, Geflnam~ and Cana­

aian·French pn·dollliuutt>. The SeandillllYiaJI Ilatiol!$ are also well represellted. III S(lIllC loealitips1

particularly at the west ellll of Luke Superior amI ill the vicinity of Sault de Ste. Marie, the Straits
of Mackinac, ami Sa,ginaw Ilfl,~·, Ulauy l~un', aIHI half-breed IJl(lians anl ')lllJlloYl~d. At Sault .1(\

Ste. Marie, Imlialls arc the }lrillcillul th;lIeruwll. III the majority of tlll' tOWllS the uatioualities are

vcr:,:' much mixed. A eatalog1H~ would indude Americans, Bnglish, Fnmell, G-t'fmallO<, NorwegialJs,

Swerl"s, Russialls, Pole~, Be1l!imlS, Swiss, Dnteh, Irish, and IndlHlls. At tlll' ea:st end of Lake

Ontario, Lowen,j', all are eitlJ(~r AmerieHnf', or Ualladiall·Ji'rcneh. In Green 13a;y the 8wedec; all;]

N orwegia us arfl Miid to bt; the Jll ost sueeessful ll;;;l!errllcll. ·W ith the Iu dhtnfl, fislJ i IIg i8, of {,(lUJ'f'l',

all hcreditar.y l'l'()fpsf>ioll, IHwded (10Wll from father 10 0:011. 'fhe WCHt€l'll portion of tIw lake

region hail beeu so recentl.v settled, and by /,\0 mall .... II ifferellt dasses lind natioualities, that ii, io.;

llighly probable that the father" awl graudfat.her<l of the llJajorlt;\' of the prescnt fisherme!l wm't'
I',ugaged in other occupatious. On the 1\'(\",t ghore of Lake :MichigHll, howeYcr, especially hpf,w('('!l

Porte am; :Mortes and 1\!anito'l'{oc, among the Frcnch-Canadiall<t fishiug: is hcrpdihH·Y. 'file hoys
begin to assist while yet llIert' d.lildren, and naturally beeome expert l>na.1l1J(-H and skillful

fi.."bermen. The fishermen at tlw cast enu of Lfl,ke Ontario/ about, Chaulllont, Saehett'i'; Harlwr,

and Heud.lfson !la.y, are said to lHI:n\ eorne ol'igillalI~' frOD! UOllllecticnt., where they had bel'll !ish·

ermell, anu were the fir8t to illtrodllCe IJ(Jllud awl traIl Hels.
IlEAL'.'H.-As a class the fh;berlllen are fltrong aud I'ohust, and well 8uill',d for their occupation.

Fi:-;hillg is considered a healthful pursuit in all respects, and, aside from t,lu' disaI>terll caused by

"Ionus, cOlldllcive to Ion g('.vit';j". Yery many of tIw better class of fisherm en are married, an d in

IlnlIll~rom. instanee:-; favored with remarkably large families.
DJSAf'l'l'lmf3.-'l'h('. sUlldell and violent storms whieh visit the lakes, particularJ.y ill fall, vause

many l:1(\r1ou8 disastflrH, resulting frequclltly ill los8 of life. The Illlll!l>er of 10SSI';;, ltowevf'I', i,o.;

!iInaller than oue would suppose at first thought" for it, must. lib takl'll into ('..oJl"id~I'a.tion that the

fishermen are expert seamen, amI calltit'u" withal, and tlmt as a rule their huat" are staueh and
seaworthy. During the last decade onI:,:' abont p.event;j··flve from all the lake to'wIlf~ have been

drowned. The ueayiest. los!:'es have occurred at Saint Jmmpll., near tbt\ head of Lake lIlichigan.

On t.he 29th of April, lS1.''i, eleVf'1l boah. were fishing far from shore, a light wind hlowing from

the Dortheast. Suddenly it yoorod to the northwest, and a violent squall struck HIe flel1t. Some of

the boats were returning homeward with all canvas up, and were unable to drop thl'ir Rails hefore

the storm struck them. Four w~nt down, carrying with tlwm eleyen fishermen. Few of tile fleet

real\hed shore in safety; Aome were driven upon the beach, many miles from t.heir harhor, ami
nearly aU sustainell some illjuIJ', besides the loss of nets, and !m.ils and other parts of apparatus
and rigging. From 1869 to 1876 twent.r·one liyea were lost in all. Thest\ disaster!>, togethel: with

the scarcity of fish and low priccl:!, have discouraged many fishermen ill tbis loeality, and they !.lave

left fishing to follow other occupations.
At Milwaukee as many as twenty fishermen have perislJed within If; yean;. They \'V,'re

accustomed to visit fishing grounds distant from fifteen to forty miles from shore, ill boats, fre­
quently remaining two days and nights. The sudden storms oftentimes bewildered them, especially
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wlu~rl cwen rrillg' ill the (larkueols of Hight" and their boatl::! were driven far out into the lake where

tlwy could not lin', or were cast lIpon a dangerous shore,
Fi,dllTIIlCJI an' sOllll'times dnlwllPd in "iuter while tisL iug ou tlw iee, eillwr tI.JI'OUgl.l careless­

lie"" ill apl'i'o:whijlJ; tll!' hole:;; wllich nrr llIade wlH'H t"ettiIJg' Hln]' hauliug lids, or in venturesome
t~Xlwditiollt'i on~r icc too thill to lleur Hwir weight, Olle mUll perililJel11l1U8 Ileal' B'l)'field, Lake
SUjlerior, ill 18,8, alill another ill ];-;,11 at tile GllllIslaml:;;, at the t'ntr;lIW(1 or Orrell Buy,

FnSHI"u "II.LAG,,:<;,-A i; a latge pl'OportiOli of th!:> fi~LerlllelJ live ill villagef; and cities whose

interest ill the ti"lwrk:;; is of minor importam:e, the~y dwell in houses in nowise ditren'llt from those
of the S:lIllf~ class of mell engaged in ot.h(T p\lrsuits, partake of the same food and comport them­

"el"eo: in ",<f;clltinlly Ow i'nml' maUller. In f;ome localiti~,s, however, titlhing is the only importalJl:
itldns(I',\-, alld ill tiles.' plncel:\ it ifl possible to trace some pecllliaritics in the character <llld slIr­

l'Olllldil!~s of the fisl.tel'men, Some such villages exis!; in Greim Bay, llartlfmlarly 011 the west
shore, north of Cedar ]{.iH'I', 'I'lli.' fishNfilCIl (IWf'lling hNe, as fl. I'ule, are well fitted for their oecll­

1,al ion, tf)mpl~rate and intllll;triolls. 'l'he gailJB of many, however, fot' tIle past fi Ye "'ear,,,, have been
Iiardly i;ulli';ient to support them, .llsli lmvlIJg beell scarC'j and prices low. Thl'lr houses, wbieh are
hard,\' (~omfortahle, aTe alwa:\'s huilt ne:tr the fislJery, dose to tbe beach. A fllW lJa·ve cleared
tiehls llf considerable extent arOU[H} their dwellings, lint t.he mujorH y have tilled onl.r ISl1ffieient

htlHI on whidJ to raise pot.atoes and some ot.ber Yegt\tahles. A few milt'S north of l\Ienominee tlw

mnlI lermi nutl's north ward, amI the only eommulliearion hy liJnll hetween t.he villages tIS hy an
impelfeetly IJlarke(j trail leading through all almost imp(metraule pine forelSt, COillmunication

\dth the Hnt-sid!' world ii< earried 011 eutjrel~- hJ' water. Tlie Menominee dealer!' send boats along

the shon' ('-\,pry day during tll(' ht'igbt of tllP l'eUSOIJ ;Llld goa tlwr U}I SHell fresh filSh alS the fisher­
luen Ina)' lnt\'(, ill}' !'iale. 'I'Ill',\' !Stop at eycr;y fh;ller,v and the lh;hernwll In'iug out, tlJeir fish in the

pomul boati', Tlw u:-:lt are weiglled and the dealer" give receillts ..tating the lllllllher of pounds,
tlie kiwl, alltl price, and at th(', llext trip bring lUll requi8ite amount of money. At tbese times the

:tisherillell "end to town for wuateyer supplies the~' need, receiving them Itt, t.Le Ilext visit of tbe
dea.lcrs' boati'.

At Ureen Bay City and the 81mthcrn end of Grecn Bay generally, many fishermen UJ'C well-to­
flo amI Heveral in very good circumstanceH. SOllie others, us one Illigbt (>,Xpl'ct, all UCOOUllt of tbe
variet.,\' of nationalitieH, are shiftless, alld seem to uave little tact, ill providing for their families.

LI mauy ca"es their gainH arc sufficiently large to enable them to live well if they but used judg·
went in eXllentlillg them. Nearl,}' all tbe fishermen are land-owners io som(l extent, Heveral pos­
liIel;siug valuable farms in addit.ivn to their fisheries.

At. Two RivCI'$, situated on the west shore of Lake Michigan, 011 the Green BllY peninsula, the
ti.o;hing poPUllttillll-nearl,,· all Frcnch·Uunadiuns-live in one locality at the mouth of the two

riverf;, fOl'IlIin/,r quite a eolon)', known ill tbe vicinity as "Canada." The men are apt to he

extru\'ag'allt during profitable s('asons, taking little thought for the future. It has heen stated

that, (I'; a t:hlf;~, the fishermen of this localit..y were formed:,' quite intem!lerate, but reoontlya
deci(led improvement has tulwn place ill this resIlect.

In t.h(\ Yicinity of the Straits of Mackinac the fishermen a,ro of all grade&, nationalities, and

conditions. 'rh(~ leu!lt induRtrious, perhaps, are the French gill-netterB. About two-thirds of them

har(~ly ~ucceed in gaining a Iiv'elibood. They sometimes allow their nets to remain in the wat.er

for seveml weeks untolwhed, Ih" fi$1l mmght in them becoming putrid. During seasons of plenty
t.llesl:', a-t> wdl as some ill other localities, are apt to indulge in extxavagl1nt hYing and comparative

idh'ueHs, retnrning wh(',n their means are expended, to activity and bumble living.

The fishermen of Huron arc generally considered a better elMS of men than the Lake Erie
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li;;hl'l'l\)t~ll, Tlw majOl'lt:f hllst' enteretl tb:~" 1ls11i.ng bl1sine-S1l at a matnre ~ge ami ,II'\:' lei;,; 1'd.~I;.\~lM

a1l(1 imjJrovicll'llt and mon, energetic and hardworkin;!. than in sonw ot,her 10ca.Iitil:'l>. Fishing- is

not uow 1JI'oSI'tlth',i on 8nnda;r ;IS it f(.rlllel'l~' was ill this vicinity.

CREDIT SYS'J.'EJl.-Tlw "yst'~1ll of credit, ulltil n'ti'lltly ill operal iou in llHllI,Y of till' ti"lling

10\\'11>;, llad a demoralizillg dleet arnOllg tIle fi"h"I'llll'll ami Inl to I-:tmeraJ fillalleial di"a"t"r IHllOlIg"

tLe out· fitters. It was eu"toUlaI'y for Ih(, e1lpitali"tJ,; to fUJ'Ilii;h the fisherlllt'JI wilh outfits a1l(1

lll'OYisioJH> on credit am] til ke pay ill tile /ish eaught. This "p;tem elJ(~OIll';I!-':,'(~il tlle tishermen

to t,llltraet large debt..., aud to live cxtranlg:mtl,\\ "lli1;' they eOlltinually 100ket1 fm'wanl to t,LI~

ti IlU' whell the eaptuI'l.l of fahlllou~ qUaIltiti(·s of lbh sLl.Ould relit',,!, t ilPlll of tht'ir irlllebteullPsi;.

'i'lw ollt·fittenl, Oil t.lw otLer haml, disenveretl iu tim (JOIIrSI' nf ti me thaI tlw ntillt' (If t hI' fi,.;h "ang'ht,

WilH frequently k~s th;J.n that. of trw Olilfits tll('~' fllrlli,.;lled, and w/;i11', ont or charity jin' t1w. fj"l!er.

men, who Wt'Te tlejJuntlcut npoll tl10m, or fhr laek of the knowleu;:::p Ill'e" ...sal'y to (,iilahlislJ a, hetter

,.;ystem, thp~' eontinul'd t,(] gi \'I' lI11liJuited cl't'diL, Ill:l,ny hl'came involn'd in 11naueia I II if1i(m!ties

which l'esultt'd ill utter ruin. .At, pn~:,;(~nt, liU"YH\r, exeept ill a few localities, dealer.~ will not takl'

lllleaught fisL in >;eeurity, and finances are in a lwHel' eOllditioll.

FINANCIAL I'H.Ol<'ITH.-H is a lmo.~t imjJossilJlt' to gatlwr any inforllJation in regard to tue

limHlCial proJitf; of iudiviilnal {isIWTIlH'lll exeppl of those who I"(~t:pi\'(' salarip.... III lJl(mr localities

Ilshing ii'; tllOtJ~ht 1.0 lw lw('muillg lef;s ami less profitable evcry .year, while in otherI'! the prtJlit" are

eotlsidered to he lal'gto'l' tLmu fOI'wt,rly. 'I'll(' opini(.ns I'xpressed, 11OWl'VI'r, llrt, hru;ed ,,0 largel,Y

1111011 till' SUl:m~ss or failnre of the iUllivilllwls [ul'nisltillg' UJeJD, rathel' than Ill)on ;111 average of till'

profits of all tlw fishcrit'.~ of ally ~iV(\fl loealil,y, thllt the,\' lllllst be taken wit.L allowaIw,'. ':\{(lH'­

m'er, flO few statemellts of the nJ.lllt' of the lake iislleries have. been JlU1;li.shed ill past yean; that

t,herc is llothing with which ttl ('()lIlpare the figure" ohtaim'd for tlle preSt'll1: l'eport. It HlUt:lt he

the work of t.he next eellsm~ to make !5ueh comparisons and to cletermine whetLer the 1<11,e fisheries

am increasing [II' deereasillg ill importuuce Hud profi1:<lblt~lle::;s. More ill regard 1,0 this subject will

be found jll the section of thill report which treats of the methcds of the fisheries.
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R-rrHE SAILOR FIRIJRRMEN OF NEW ENG-LAND.

33, SHORE EDUCATION.

HnlO(lLK A""in GIIrlWrn;~, -hi tIle ead.v duy" of tLc IHilssachusetts colonies the. eom,j jjl;hery

W;IJ' ow.' of tlw mo"t impOl'tant IlldlHltries UpOll wLieh tlu' IH'Dllic rclied 1'01' l;uPIHlrt. In tilli' early

rpeonb or til(' Plyrnoutll col (my ,llHI, later, ill th(~ variow, town l'ceonl.'l may oe found onlinaIJet's

tin' t1H~ ,'staoJi"jmlt'lIt of in..c ,,('!H)ols, the teachers of which were to be I';upportetl II)' <lPllropri:thom~

fl'OlJI iii(' pnWl'cdf' of certllill pnillie fil>l.telT Jlri"'il(jgefl~ amI "irnilar pr()\'h,icms were much· for tIw
llJailJt.'ll;)lJC(' of "au able, g'odly minister':' an ageJlt of equal iUljlOl'taIlee ill the ~'(lneati()llal "ys/(\1lI

of tilt' culonists.
'nll.' i(l!lowing order is OIl record:

"\VlwTcal>, at {,lw Geneml Conrt of HiH JlajeHty 1lOhkll at ;\1:',\, T'l.nlloutb, in JUlw, lH70, tbe
(,OUI'I, U)lOIl d Ilt' utJu «eriour-; eOJlSil!l:~mtjoll, (lid freely givl~ am1 grail t all <:\11011 proJir.M a,~ milllJ t, OJ'

1,1 lOll 1(1 aJlI1IlHll~' :weru(' to the eololly, fl'Ol)l timl' to time, for fisIJilJ~~ with IIph; or "ehJcf' at C,lpl'
Cnd for llIaek<:'fel, Iml'll'l, or herring", >10 '" • to b(' improved for and toward H free ;..;ehoo] in
"Ollllo\ t·OWJI."

'The l't'eonls of the I'J~'lll()Ulh eoltllly foIhow that. ill J nly, ](;7" tlw Capf' Cod fil:ibcry war-; let, for

Sl~,erj Yl'nl'~, at ,£;W per annum, to ('c'T'talu illlii villuu Is wllo are naillI'd, to l;"illP llla,'kerel ami hail".

TII('~' Wl:~l'(' l'el'ltrieted to lal,(~ jlJ tlw Plymouth enlonil'lt", with tlwJll; amI if nOlle offer to admit.

«1 nUl getJ3, amI a portion of tlw pl'ofi tl:< of tlw lJin; w h i(;h ac:eI'ued to the cololly ...ven~ d i!:!t.l'i bll teu t.o

tll(' sehool.".

For tlw mailltenaJlf:I' of a miuiiS!;cr :

;; '1'110 111'''i, Con rt, tJ/' A;;sistant.r-;, holden att. Charle8towIl, Augu.\;t 2:.\, 10;)0, Oramen, that 1\1'
f'hiJlip~ [,I, llIllli"f"rJ ,;houltl JJaY;' aflowed him .3 IlogsJwad,.; of llJeale, 1 hogsueatl of maJtt:', 4 busheliH
of Indl'ull conH', 1 hUiShell of oatl:'llwalc', lmlft' all ]l\lllc1l'ecl of salt!:' th;lw; fill" apparelI, and nther
pJ'll\'ir-;iollS, £:;0, or 1'1;< to Ilavl:' £40 gin'll him ill 11IOJl(',Y per allll\lIll to make lli," ownt\ llrovisiolls il'
lit'" ehuf'1' it tlJe ratJI<lr, the yeare to h<,!~iII the 1ir8t of ~eplemhel' llC~xt(,."·

Iu lHi;:~ iill' th(' >;uP])Ol't or a ministel' ill tlu; Plymouth l;ololJ.\' tiIe following order '\1'''8-

,; :'Ihul(\ am! eOlldllllp(! hy rue GelleraH Court JleM att Plymouth foJ' Ow ,JurisdietiOll of New
PI,Y JIIIIII (/1 tile Ulil'd of ,lunl:' Anll" W62. Thc' COl(!'! propo:.,;c~tl;it aH a tIling tlw.y ,Judge wonld bee
\'l'ry eOIlIIJlldahll:' and heniticiall to the 'j',)'WIW!> where God'!:! l'rovideulJl:' ",hall east aIly W]W,h'8; if
tlwy s lwu III agree to M'tt apal't sonw piut of e vcry such fish or oy le for the lncorl':lgl:'men t of an
a~ll(' (';'O(I!y .MillllPsr.er anHJllg"j, thelll.'~t

Frnlll tbat time until /lOW the New Ell~lalld coast towns, like tho"e of tbe intCI10r, have as a

rnk hefll weU lll"oyidell with frt'e sehool". 'l'lJese are -aMended by the boys until tht'y are 0111

C'llOUgll to p;o to f't'<t, and h.y the girlO! until t,hey are 8ixteen or seventeen ;veal's old, and sometirne!i
slill lon:;:;cr. It. if; (jnitt' usual for boy~ to engage in fishiug' iu i"llmmer and to attelld sellOol ill

winll'1', allli 80me 110 thi;; until the;y arrive at the agi', of manhood. Af'l a da!,;s the girls are alllloHt

alwa.~·1'\ hetter I:'dueated than the bo:,s, and the intelligence ilIld retitwment among the women alollg'

the coa;;t, some of WhOlU are always sC:hool teachers, seem!'! to a stf'll.llf:{er very noteworth;r. 1'he

l.'xedh'llt education or the WiH't' .1Ild mothers of the fi<ihermen cannot, be without a very important
dT't'ct. 'l'lw people of HlO".t of the fishing yilJage,;; from the Bay of I<'uudy to New York are intel,

......_---~--~ ......_--
• Reoord~ of MMl<ll.obufItlttA, vol. j [lro&-164l), p. 73.
t PlymQuth Colany Rlloordfl, vol. xi, 16::s.-1682, LawOl', p. 186,
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ligelll awl l'l,fiIlPt] to a, llotim~ah]e degree, and ill IlHHly illl,tancN; to a i!l'lOfllt.'l' degT('('. than thost' of

Uw ll,erag\' agricultnral awl wmlllfactul'illg: eorllltllLlIiiies nf Hil' inU'riol",

FLTILle LlnJtA1UEI: A.'i]) J,yr,Bl'I1IH.-lll JlHlll~' of these villages Jj!fl'iil'[I'S <Iud l'euding'l"oOIliS

,Ire sn",tain,d th("otlghout the yt'al'. COllr,,(·s of Iyt~elllll h'ctlll'l'i<. al'l' k('pl up alld wdl atlelaj('d ill

Ihe winter.

III SOIll(' YiUag;r/!;, such, for iIl$tllllce, aN Pl'Oyilleetowl1, lit,erary "oeil'ties art' k('pl up iII til!'

wiuter, and readings, f'I';,~a.ni, alld h~etlln'.'\ by IIlt'rnlJel'." prm'idt, f'nt"rlailllllt'lll lin 11](' wN'kly IIlt,(,!

jug;;. III I'wYineetown keveral Ipdure;; Oil tile tisiwrie" IJan~ be('1) gin>1l h.\' olle oj' the old tislwr­

mell of the place. ThnJUglJ tilt' ildha'IIt~e of 111(\ pmnors of tlj(, chul'dw>;, "i<otiullh·s" an' "t'tl'lJ

11t'1l1 iu couueetioJl witL tile chnn~li, a lal'~(' part vf thl' cyeni ng'" (',HI erl <l i lJllH'I1t eOllsi;;tillg of I'ead­

iug ami music fllrllilsbetl II)' /tlt::'JII1wro'l of till' dWI-d1 (~olJjlJlullit.;.. 'fhe illt~]l"dH,d graue of till'

li.,;hilJg" toWJj" of MmikaclluH'tts and ::'Ilailw Jllay liP jlldgetl frolJJ til(> fa-ct· that Iht' dJUl'elJPs of tllNH'

\OWIlII are able to 1I(\I~Ure and kt,t'p in their Sen-il\tj clpq;SHlt'n of Hue E\tlueal iOl!. Iii ::'Ilaiue al~tl

Ma1'l"llch Ill;dts tlle 1l1l'tllOUit<t (;Lun;h is tHW of tbr most popular, «Jill the apllOintlJwnt!> ill till'

)lriUcipaI fisbiIlg COlliuJUllities an' tlemlll..-d to be aUlOlJg the be!;'t ill the t'onfereuee~ within who,"f'

Ii III i tl5 tht'l>l' town.'! ll-ll.\ emuraeeu.
\Ve have Rpoken thn" hlI' of the lIuwllt'r lowm,l and UlllJing Yillago.,;, III eitie:; like Glouec"ter

amI :Kew Bedford, which are I'iUll!Jortet! ciJietly by the fi"'hill/: intern,l.', tLen~ ill ,l large proportioll

of the )J0jllllatioH whidl, t IIOUgh in a eertiliu Sl'n"p l]epeud(:,nt 'HI t,Iw ti"h ..riPII, ('<I II hartll~- 1)(' C()lI

,;itIen'(l as helotlgillg to the Sea.6lring ('.1a"~1(',,. III these comTlmnit!<II; th(' opportunitie-s for iute!

ll~tt·ual tmIture are TD{Jrt, C'xtensi ye til an ill 8m aller ph:U~(js.

Nautucket il:\ still to be rf'gardetl a" it fishing town, alihollglJ it~ inter(,o.;t iu t.ht, fisheries if;

l'ut.irl'l;r retrospective. 'fht' illtellig-etlllt> of the inhabit,ants of thiB and otlH'1' wbaling ports is too

well kuown to require ment,iou.

\Ve haY(>, spoken of t.he attnoHphr,l'f' nf iJltpllect and culturo iu the a'l"erage tbbing tOWllE\ in

Ol'dfJr that the home influenceR of the youllg fisIH'rmt:'1l ma:-.- be pmperly Ulu}prHtDod.

FOREIGN FISHERMF.N.-TIl(' ti"IHH'Ille1] wilo t'.(llllf\ to lb., Ulilt('l] Slnll's from certain tOWIl!> ill

Nova Scotia are noted for t.!l('ir iuteJligl'llCf', whilr tho~e fWIlJ other IOC~llitit:,,,,, ,ludique, for ilJ"tauce,

an~ equally noteworthy for their i!!:lJo\'auee ami urutality, Amollg t.llf\ heU,,'r town" of Nova Scotia

rna,Y be ment.ioned Yarmouth autl Plllmieo. nIld nmu:\I nther ports on tiJc sontlwrll (',OUl>t of t.be

l:'ova Scotian peninsula. Y IlrllJonLh if; ,veil known to be ~t town of intelligpIlcl' and enterpri~, and

has, in proportion to itR size, Vt~rlIalls the large,,;t fitjt:~t. of Hquare'l'iggetl w·""el", in );'orth AlIleri~l,

The BClIooIs of Nova Scotia, especially tilO"e of the Hnuthern pnrtiolJ, are Hltirl to be excellent,

comparing favorably with those of New :Eh~lalld,

Certain districts on the island of Cape Breton ba\'e a reput,atiou "Io'ry difl:i.n't'llt froUi tlJat of Nova

Scotis, and the fishermen from these distri(\ts, especially iu past, .)'ear8, 'have had a, very had nawe

in the fishing fleet. The nslJerll1eu of Newfoundland are remarkable for their Jack of iutelligeucl'.

and gentleness, Thi8 is la-rglo'ly due to the fact. that. ou the coast of thill island tbl\ .fiBbermen do

not gather together in commuuitiei:i t,o D.n;y great extent, Their houses are scattered here. antI there

along the coast, singl,y or ill sUJali cluster'l, and it is impossiblt:\ for the peopl!!, with the best of

intentions, to provide educational faei1itie~ for thelr ehildren,
We have referred to the education and the hOllle influem'·eB of the PrOVincial tish')rmen because

80 large a number of Glouooi".ter vei:iRl'ls are mallllPd b;y them. Unt.il wit.hill thiJ'1~' yean~ the fishin~

I1ol'111ation of Gloncester was almost t'utirely ull,t,i"-{J bonl, and the remarks wbioh hav(! already

hef>,n made regsrdinJ( the other tOW01'. Oil the New England coa!',t would apply with equaJ fore."

to Cape AnD, At present the large foreign element t.here llIust ht' taken into a·cconnt in estj·

SEa rv---4
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mating the intellectual and llloral (\OIHlitioll of t1liO' eit)'. The influenee 01' tll~' C loue('I;!\'l' eduell

tional institutioll!> i", howen,r, i-lOOll fl'lt by the fureigner;.; who i-lettle then',

J<'UlHERMEN'S CHILDR~~N.-'l'lH'ehildrea of the fnreignborn ti~lwrmt'll flailing f]'olll Ghltlee:;Il'I"

as well :1H tllOse wllUse p:tr~'nts aT't' native" of New England, h:ivl1 profited mn(,h hy the t'xI'ellent

i-lJ'slero of sclwoh; which iiS as marked a feature of tui;; port as of UIl,,! other city of its size itl 1\faf'.­

saehuseJt;;. It is a COlnIllOl] ol:currell0e to IWf\ children of fishermen-both of forpiglJ and natiyt'

borll partmts-carrJ'ing of!' tilt' hml()r!' at Hw ReLools, and a few yea,rs bter oeeupying respollsibk
positillllS, As a matt..r of fad, 80me of the llH)>;t eompetent-. teachm's in the (;loucpster IIchools­

if not, inlleetl, a majority of them-aN, tl.lt' dangllters of fislll'rmen, nor is thi~ specially HurpriH

ing" in a city which bas oftt'Il ueen reprNa'nteu in the l\1al:;saehuKett.g legi,;latlH'c hy lIIell who llll(l

formerly been fishermen, while it>; city government, mayor included, lIas bl'en largely drawn CrOUI

this c1u.ss,

BIGH:ER B])'l1CA'oo')l.-ThuB 1t ""HI b", ",,1:\\,11 that whi\~ till', majQr'it J of :N{.'W E1\~lal\d 1il;h{'t'

Illt'll genera.lly acquire only 'lducatioll 8ullkient t.o eua.l,le tbem t.o PUt·sllt:'. t.hdr voca.tioll,

there are, m·vert.hel(!Hs, a eousiderable numl'l'r whll, profiting by the opportUlJ ities of g-oiug t fl

school iu winter, ael!uil'p SUfficient. knowledge of books to rmahle them ill after yellrs 1I0t. only to

take command of fishing vessels, !.Jut to enter into fields or labor, aud to :wcept rf'spollsibil iti('."

wLich req I,lin' 110 ordinary anwuut of intelligence and Judgment. It. is by IIf) lIIean~ IIlWOmrrlOll

to find fishermen wbo ha\'e a remarkable store of general blOwlcdge, and SOltl<' who hitye come

under our personal Clb!>ervat ion could Quote at lengtiJ from WililY of th('. poets, history, and the Serip­

hu'cs, In more Own one instaut'e that. might Ill' IlWlltj()J]NI, fisbermen IHtVt, sohown tOIl8iderallle

taste for art. TJds usuall,\' exhibit,.; itsdf in making varions kinds of scrimshaw work, 8jwh

as miuature vessd,.; and carving on wood or bone. In rarer instlHwe,;; tlt ..J· learn to paint or draw

and 80lnetim£'i-l produee v~~rr credit.able work.

Man} of the songI'; and brtllads pUhlishelj ill tJte local papers of t.he fisl) illg town8, and ill a e.ol

ledion of such, called "The Fi,;;herlllen's Soug Book," print,ed in Gloucester, have been writren by

fisbermen.

34. SEA EDUCATION.

TRAINING OF THE YOUTH FOR l<'ISHERMEN,-TIll' youug fisherman enten; UpOIl his career with

a store of hercditu.ry and acquired attainment.s which render it possible faT' him soon w becolll(\ an

excellent mariner. Along the coast of Maine, where the old methodl;l o£ fishing are still pfac·

tiood by the boat tlsherrnen, small boys are taken out t.(] help their fatller!'! and brothers as Boon fl·l'

they are old enough to b(' of practical assistance. It is not unCommon to flee bOyl!! of eight 01'

nine handling fish almost l!8 large a~ themsel,es. On tllfl COlI and halibut Yessels, and upon muck·

erel ve~sels wbich u~e the purse Seinl~, hOyR are of litt,Jf\ URe until the.y are la,rge enough to do it

man's work; consequentl;v, at the present time they are rarely shipped nnt.i] fiftee,n 01' sixteen,

This chal1ge has many adHtntages, yet there can be no doubt. that its effect is derogatory to the

general grade of intelligollce among the fisbermell, Boys, who at the age of tml would be will i Ilg'

to ship on It fi"lJilIg vessel, when five or !>ix years older have obtained a fair erlncatiou j ll,nd tht·

taste for SOUIf' oecup:ltioll on Bhore bas created a dislikl1 in ttw.ir minds t<l the ]i.fe of fisoer

men, whom the;y consider to be their inferiors in ability and educatiou i conllequent.1y, they do not

become fishermen, and, though they make uSt'ful memhers of the shore community, tho fh.bing cla88

lOBes. These remarks appl.y partiCitlarly to large ports like Gloucester and Provincetown, where,

at llreseut, it is rather unusual for the !lOll of an intellig-ent fisbennan to be l\ fisherman himMelt'o

though, until within the lallt twenty or thirty yearll, the occupa.tion of ftshiuR" had been for several
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generatio11s lH3reditary ill their families, '1'Iw fiSlli:>rmeu of these portN who R,n) IlOt for~j~lJer.s, are,

for the Il:JOst ]J~lrt, drawn from the coast of:;\l aine :~nd t,hE:' smaller ports of Cape Cod and Southern

l\llls~achw,etts, where tIm oil! ClistOllli'l are still somewlmt j:ll'('valent. The fad that Hit:' SOllS of

well.to-do fii',lll'rm~\ll do llllt follow in t111~ fooistl'ps of their fat.\wrs is ill part due to tlw fael that tbl'

fisheries of till:' U !liteII States al't~ HOW IIllieh le,<1> pI'ofitahle than t1H\'I' rnrmel'J,\' wen', the eXi,.ting

trt'11ty witb GrcM Brit.:liu lJitvilJg l'e(~futlJ' giVl'lJ fill unfair advHntngl'_ to t1JI' iisheripl'> of :British
~'\ortlj Ame.rican Provillees.

The YOllngster sailing upon a flshilJg "t\s':1{']-whether he be ten Or sixteen yetl}'.'" of age-r~Jlters

(JCl a (XJurse of prlwti(Jirl tmining ullder tile di1't!(Jtioll of the ,~kiIlP{)l' anu hi", I'hil'lIwtl:'s. If illtelli­

gl'I1t, 3rnbilioul:I, and indu01hi olls, he, in t'HI or three yt\ars. thoroughly ulldt>rAtundA how to fuo;h

amI how to manage a sehmHler, and what 18 1l1Ort\ he has lli'arned to pertin>w SUell duties as are

within the limits of lliK strt\lIgtll by pun, force (d· habit, He bas aC(}IIimd lllilIl." flf thmw Iloint~ of

skill whicl1 become more and mol'l:' a second uatnre with l1illl UfO JI(' gro 1"8 older, being able to lflo~t

!J is haud on any lope in tbe dark, tn f';teer a "esAd at night b.,' tin, feelillg of tbe wiud OIl bilo! face,

jl(J ease a ,esseI ill a seaway by all involuntary m(\n~mentof thl;' lJalHl 111' it rests ulJoli the helm,

to safely ent.er varioLlti harbor,.., either at ni;:.:ht. or 11a;\", awl to know by illl,;tiud jnst what, tiaih:; to

('lJallge with yar,ving eirculll"bul{\l's, Ht\ has 1(oarl\ed to lIistingui,.h lwtween th(, dim'rent i"lJecies

of fi~h tL a t b\~ halJituall y ~t·ei". hy Pl:';~llliari tir" of their lIIotioll as tlwy ::\ w im a t'lHi ud the vessel at

uight) leaving shining' traek,; of lin' \whillll them itl till' watlll'. and to 11 etlo'l'milJe tb(' p'·e"enee \If fish

by tIle movements of the \'es~I'l~ ill Hit.' rrfliHg", by tile action of flocks of llinh;, (\I' by nll'differf'nt
,;oullds which some species of fj,;h make m,; t!wy fiill witll tlll'ir fiu,; at tilt' 8urfuee. Ill' KnO\\'S how

to rtrcss mackerel, cod, or balihnt, ill daTl(IH'.~"', g-nillell hy the SelJS" of feeling', Tht'i'\e t'l:'ats of 8kill,

which are soon learned hy the Obl;;t'ITUlIt and t':lsil y iUlPl'l~:;OIpd mind of the ;\-'Ollilgel' lIo,\', n~(luin~ a

much longer time for acquisition by a boy of fifteen 01' sixteen, wlJOSl' powers of obsen'ation, a!ol

wdl as his intercl:lt ill toucb matters, have dOllhtles<; been dnLLerl 11:,,' Lis trainilJg OlJ o;hon', howl~ver

much hi" reflective powers may have lwen illlI'rt)\'ed. Au experieJl(Wd ~killpel' states from his

own kuo~'ledge that boys Whfl hl:'lve gone wit,h him at the age of fourteen or l'lixteeu caunot u;sually

be trusted to take their plat:~(1 at the lJelm or OIl tue watch until they are eighteen or lliueteell, but

that. tho!>e boys who went at the age of ten year"l ~n geueraJl;\-' perform the dutiefl of the watch

when fift€.en, and in some cafOes a8 ;yOUlJg ag tbirtt:'t\l1. Many bo~'''' trained ill the old manner, have

become skippers f)f ve8$els WDBD from 81\Vcnteell t,() 11illetecn ;~:ears of age, Some of tbe most sue­

ce8sful "tl.tters" at GlolwellUlr had command whillj sWl in their tl\eus.

These IDeu have generally acquired a fa.ir c(lQcation by their own eft'orts; and ill strength of

charuCU:lt; ability, and general intelligence tbe:y ,tre to-day by far the best men in the fishing tleet.

These are the men who have been trained from elH'ly twybom.l to face danger and barusbiI), and to

meet and o\'erCOIDe emergencies, and exhibit trait!> of quickness, brayers, and presence of mind.

It ma~'1 indeed, he stated as a fact that a fisheTJuan neYer attains to tbll highest excellence in hi~

profession who hllB not been accustomed to a seaful'ing life trom ear15' OQylW(Id,

TRAINING IN ~AVIGATION.-Aboy ill tra,ined in navigation precisel,Y lli\ ill the management of

the vessel and in the methodt'! (If the fisherief\. He first learns to steer, perhaps by ll. lamlm&l'k,

then he loom!> the compass, and, later, how ro sha.pt; the course or to mea$ure distance on a, cb<lrt, by

obaerving the ootions of the skipper. In tbis way he also learns to take the beorillgs of tile land

and to estimate its distance. 'rhe skipper often gives illRtrnetioD to those of his crew who desire

it in taking observations and calcula.ting latitude and longitude.. In former flays it wa,; an accom~

plishtnent which every ambition" boy waR a.JlXiOll~ tl) learn to hE'. able to e~timate the velocits ot
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tbe \'e8sel by obsprving her motion tilrollgil the water. The old·fa8bioued lo~ wa~ selduLlI cani,,!l

OIl the fiRhillJ; H:'8"el, thougl.l at pI'Pseut tlw pate.llt log is ill general use.

ATlOthf'J' ill1}lortaut accolllpJisllJUI'nt which is !;UOller or later acquired b~" the }'0I111g' mall who

i,.; ~ulxiollS to lw a skipp!"r is to be('OIlH\ familiar wit b the BII:lll'"' aml charadeI' of t1w bottom Ill! the

fish ing-grotllld8 and alcmg 1he nppro:wlws to tIw portR wLich ht, fn'qlleutll, This if.< leamed hy

;;onnding ami thus ascer! ai.lling" tile llepl II of watt'r ullfl tIle natnn, of tlle bottom, alld aguin hy
II stllcly of tht> eharts. All of 1L(,Sl' bnuwlH's oj' Jill \'igatiOTI a tmlart ho~' If'an}.'; long Iwfore he is of

a~rt·; aull, as a rule, tlH'y are aetjuired ou hoartl of till' \"('ssel al> opportunity offerl:' from day to day.

I Jl some of tIle larger ports, sudl as Pro\lncetown, UlPre are, in winter, l'eboolf.< of l];wig'ution whieh

oll'l'r opportllllitiet; to i'itlldy this scienee. Tlw:',!' 8el1001s are llfiually well attended; but, of e~mn'l',

11',.;;;olJR tlwrt' givell are of littlc yalut" lllJles" they are pl'llcticallyapplied 011 Khiphoard ill the

;;lIJ1lllwr.

Be... ide;; the "kipper who illsrruet:,; hi,.; eTew in navigation, there are frl'qtwntl.y expl~l'i(,llc('(1

Ililvigators among' till' erew who uecome tht~ iIlstrnetor" of t!Jeil' yOl1nger :u;sociatpfl. tllleh imstnll'­

tioll is always given <11:' :t matter of good fellowsbip and without, remnneratioll, The fi"herwen of

New England, fiR :oJ clagg, are acknowleuged to be pxcellent navigators, and from tIle fh;;,lling COIll­

munities have be{'u drawn thousands of lllilsterK of IDl'rebant and COit-Ktlllg veSt;eJs in all parts of

Ow {JIJiteu Statt's.

During tLI'late war uet,\\'eelJ ihe Statel:', fil'hermen were, in some iIlStaJICCS, employed in the.

'Ka,·;'r' ag tlailin/!clwu,tI:'Tk, tlJiK pOSitiOII w'tIUlriIlj:; tJw higllt>kt gradf' of keaIIIH.IJ~Lip amI i'<kill in IJuvi­

g-atioll. Some of them msp to fltill higlH'r pmiitiOlII'. Front their illtirrmte I.nowle(]gc of the coast­

Jine tisllermen arc rel'oguized to be tIw befit 100~al pilots: and th{1~' are often called upon to act in

that <:llJlflCit;v h~' \"('~~",11' Iluabl(' to T!l'OClll"(' regala!' pilots.

A Ithongh the resuItR of Hie IJl'esent sYl'tem IHWH been ill the main satisfactorY1 it ()<lIlllOt be

denied tilat there arc maIlY mash'r" of fi10lhing \·psf:'!'ls who lift' ~;]Hllltefully (Jeticient ill their knowl­

edge of na\'i~ation,and who are unable to a~certain tlwir posit,ion at ,wa wit-h eYell It fair ,l('gree of

aeeurl'cr or to Hlmpe their cour"e with a detinite knowledge of when> they will strike the coast.

There arf' illst,lnces of vessels bound for Gloncel>ter from t,be Halik/:! or Bas of ::3t. Lawrence

llJ:J.king land south as far as Montauk Point or tile month of the ChesapcB ke,

Tht.< seiJoolR of uavigutioB should I'll' more gent'ralJ;\' encouraged and RUPlltlrtl.'(l. A Rystem of

examining aud licensing the masters of fishing ve!iosell-l would be of gTPat importaJlce. There is no

rt'a!':on wby tbi!': should TIOt. bf' insisted IlpOlI in the fishing fleet, ali well HI'> ill the case of the rueI'·

chant marine, for the, fif;hillj:t schooner carries a larger crew in propnrtion to it13 sizf>, and is generally

a morc valuahle piece of property.

Tn.Ul\ING o}' CAI'E COD FISHERMEl\.-J<'recman, ill his !listor;yof Cape Cod, thus speaks of

the training of the youug fil'hermen of that distriet:

41 ,"VhaleR, that former I,}' were so eommon 011 tbi8 eoast, mURt now, if 8ought, be looked for in

distant \vaters. 'l'he other fisheries are prosecutf'd with slIceess; and the merchant service bas

from the first been indebted to 'l'ruro for sOllie of its most ahle ship·masters. The youth of tIw

place are oftell searcel~" of age when they rise to tbe command of a vellsel. It has been remarked

that tltouj:('h'the youth amI strength of a phu:e he employed two-thirds of the year in obtaining, by
hardy and audaciolls toil1 the wealth of tht) loIeas beyond the line, antI evell on the further side of

(jape Horn; and, tlJough t'a,rly babits and the love of voyages oceal;\ionally prosperous induce the

employment,. the busines;.; il> often precarious. Great dangers, and hardlihiplol, too, are often encoun·

tel'ed; but they who survive them an: gl~llerall.y suceessful in acquiring good estates. ,"Ye wust

here btl indnlged in quotiDg from the English trayeler of 1807 bill relation of an incident tba.t
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illustra.tes the enterprise of earJ;\' yonth. lIc sa;\'s: 'In passing from 'l'ruro to Provincehlwll,' by

lhe bay route, 'I had in compall;\- an inllabitant of tile latter place. A,; we approached the mouth

of the inId, Ill\: vf'ltdmt", of it 13tuall "peeitO\ of whall.', here called the blacktish, Iwcame frl'qUl"llt

OIl tllt· bl'adl, togBtlH'r with ollll"l' fiigw; of tbe ibheries. BOOll after, at tlH' oJ istaw!t' of half a lIIilt~,

Oil tltf", l'allCl~' flat front which tlte fica waR lJOW fa"l ret,iriJJg, we discoyen'tllt lmy, awl Ileal' him

appea.l'ed to he a g-l't~at fhill. 'fhp solitadm'I''; of tI[(> boy aud IJ is sUlalluess compared with tile

!1,,1I, j()rwed a cowhiuatiOlJ "ufl.h:ielltly rCllIarkable tu tlmw us to HII.' ISPOt; awl Wl' fiHmd our thshCl'.

Illall of about teu yt~arO'- of age [LRlride a pOl'poise ahout 10 ket long', in the midst of a sea of blood

colh:ded ill the hollow of the fialld. Alulle, with a eODllllOU taLlc-knife for hi~ iustrllment, he Wltl:\

l~utting tbe hluhLel' frOID tlw rib.s of the monster,:1 t ....k ~\Jich he ]'l\rforlllcd ill a v(~ry WOl'klllauli1.e

mamll'l'. C pou iuquiriug, WI:' Il:'arned that he alnllc bad killed tile fi;;It. BiN employment ill the

lllOl'lling' Llarl Ill'C-ll tilt.' tc-JI(Jillg' vf hi .. lllOtJJer's t:OW8; allu from till· bills Oil whi.eh lIe Wlllii he IHul

I'WCIl a ,,>I1Oal of })orpoisei:i ellter the illle!. As tIn! t iue was ehbing, <llJU the ..bore flat, many of

them were 800n elllbanusseo by tIlt) want of sufficient water to movl' ill; alltllw fiattercu binH,elf

that by leaving: tlJe eow,'; ami conJillg down tu the Leadl, lie llIig-l1l he able tu make a prize! So

~oill~ illto th(l waWr as til l' llf; Ill; dall,tl, he selected one struggliug to regain tlel']l water. 'fbi/:>

nsh lw IJoltll.y (~allght, ji'om tilllt to time, by the tail, thereby imrea.sing its tlifliculticli, till at. last

Uw ",'ah~r ruuniug ilway left till' I10l'}loi"e UIIOll tlll' sand. lil' staid L,Y illi:' fh,h till lw. was sure

that el;eape was im jlllssilJlt,; alill tlll'li rmllliug hOllie, a di8talH~e of a mile, pt'ocurPlI a knifi.~. Thus

arllled, lie IJroceeded to wound aull kill tIle jj~b-lt tl.ll;1. of t\OllJe lahor and dauger; and, ul:cordiug

to hi" accouut, he hall aceo.l.\l}Jlislwll it OllIS bS watchiug OPIlortuuitie~altcrnately!Striking IlllU

retreatilJg'. My cowpauioll said it wou ld ~'iehl 10 gallonll of oil, aIld giye tIll' littlc eowheru 110
for his exploit..'

"01' e\'ell childrCll, Oil the lower vart" of the Capt:, tLe little porpoise· killer at Truro is a fail'

I'Iwci men, Boys are oftell llt fie:l- lit a ,'er~- early ag(~. MallY of them at ten have ])ccome expert

llshcTlllt'll; and all WIIO havc a mind for prolllotion timl their way from tLI) forecastle to the cabill

ill due tillJl'. MalI~' of our best commauderl' ill foreign Yoyag-p8 a 1'1', fUl'llillhed here. Tbe testimony

of Burke, ill tbe House of Com mOils, before the }{eVUllltion, 1,74, ill regard to the mariners of ~ew

E1Jghllld, walS efipeciall,y Hpplicahk~ to thil,; and otller 1mrtl> of Cape Cod. 'No sea but what is

vexed h:y their fillhl'ries; 110 ditllittl' tiJat. is llot witllCIS8 t.o their toils. Xcither the per.severance of

Holland llor the activity of Frallc~e nor the dext.erous lIud firw sagaeit;\, or I~llglish euterprillC, C\'er

carried this most perilous mode of lwrdy indu8try t.o the exteut to which it has been pursued by

this l'('cent people. • • • A more hardy or enterprisiug race of mariners is nowhere to be met

on the wateIJ' element.'"

35. MENTAL AND PHYSICAL TRAITS,

CHARACTERISTICS 01·' AMlmICAK 1,'lSHER1fEN.-It lIas becu the cll8tom of many writers UJlOn

thf' fh;heries to consider llJe thshcrmeIJ as a pelmliar clas" of men, with striking mental character.

istics by which tlwy couM he distillgnishetl frotll thE' population of the shore. This may be justi.

fiahle in calles wbere the protb,sioll of fisbing is IJereditarr, in which event those who pursue it. are

prf'vented b;y !Social limitatious h'Oill t'nterillg UpOll (~oUlmcrcial or other pursuits upon land. It
bas been quite a common practice to eODsider the fishermen of all countries as Ilol3sesl3eu of l:limilar

traits.

In Sa,bille's well.known report on tbe Ameriean fisheries he devotel'! a cha})ter to t.he pnblie
:-;ervices and character of fisbermen,· in wbicb 11 e giv('s InanJ in ter{'st in g facts {'oncerning the Iilerv·

.. Report on the l"TinciplIol Fisheribij 011 thIJ AlJleriClW Sell3, pp. 198-210.
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ice_.; of the fishenncn of New Bnglaml in time of war. At its concLuijioll, however, hiO falls into the

\-ein ()f thought alluded to, ,.ad bring" illstances from the pa,ges of history t,o prove tha t the fisher·

Illall i:o; of" m'ee~sit.Y a gruteful man, a patriotic mall, a benevolent man....;.his proof of this, perhapR,

heing derived from all atlnmture of Mungo Park in ODe of thl:l" fishing villages of Africa-a sym,

pathetic Ulnn, a law-abiding IlIa,n, and a man who is loyal to duty. He illustrates the la,tter poiut
hy ref'en-lJet' to tbe fi<lbenlICIl of Galilee, anu incidentally enlogizes the fishennan'ts wife by quotill~

inst.auc.:s where fish-women ill Fnmce, England, a,ud Italy have performed charitable deeds, or,
standing UpOIl the sca-I;hore as evening lLpproachea, chant TlLelodie~ amI listen until they bear

nnSWer1:'i frow their hnslmuds, 'Who are guided by the sounds fl'om their own villages.
A study of tlJe fi~lIeI'men of Nurth America forces Uile to the conclusion that. the fishermen are

ill all respect,; n~rr l'iimiJar to their neighbors on "hore in the regiun in which they were born and

edueateu. 'fhe Cl'ews or the cod amI mackerel schooners of Ma,ssachusetts and Maiue, whl:'IJ once

they set thdr feet, npon lh.- shore, caIlIlot be distinguished from their brothers llond cousins who are
clerks in the ShO}IS and mechanics in their native villages. The ignorant and lawless natives of
certa-ill parts of tht' British Provinces mas be precisely matched among the agrieulturiMs of the

8ame district, whill~ t,he enterprising and skillful Provincials, who are in command of a large numbe l

of ycssels ill the A III ericall fleet, tire very Iit,t.le different from tbe bette,r clasl'i of' fanners and shop

kcwperl> of their old llOhles. 'I'be llegroe8, by whose strength the Iolbad flsherielol of the Sout,herli
riycrs art' caniecl Oil, art:' Hot to he distinRuisbed from other negroes of the same distrieL; ill fact,
except ;luring- tlu.' limitetl l;eaSOIl of the fisheriel;, the;y are engaged in the Samtl pursuit" as their

neighlmfs. 'fhe Portuguese 1ll;bermen retain the prejndices and habits of their native Azores.

The l\Ietlitt~rranean fil'lu:-rrneIl, of whom 1;0 many are to be found on our Soutbern and 'Vestern

eo.lsts, might lw trnnsplantNI with their boats to the coasts of Calahl'ia, Greree, or 1,1w 13alearic
lslandl'i, and would there be at home. The lrisbmen uf Boston, witb their I;loop·eutters amI primi­
tin' fishing-tankle, an', west,eoast Irishmen still. AU retain the peculiar melital characteristics of

the tli"t-rids ill wllidl tlw;\' were trained, tbongh all are more or less hroadened and developed by

the greater freedom widell the,r find ill the United States. A large percentage, probably more

than a, half, of the number of thO/,e enllmeratoo in tbiR report as fishermen are aetna-nyengagecJ
in the fisheries cml:y a few months in th~ y....ar, lUld at other times are occnpied in farming or any

ot,her Imnmits 011 l'ihore.
We refer bore Ilot to tho crews of the fillhiug Vel:lBeh3 belonging in the larger porw, but to

many of U1B fishermen on til(' mast of Maine, and to almost all of those from Cape Cod l>outhwaru,

e:Kcept. tiIe Connccticnt tishermell, who supply the Illarkets of New York and Havana, a few men
engaged in the market th,bcriel> of the large Soutbern States, the oyster fishermen of the Ohesa­

Iwakl~, and the sponge and oyatel' fiijhermen of the Gulf of Mexico, and the rue:ll who fish habituall:y

for the San Francisco market.
The fishermen of New ]~llgland are of special importance and interest, since they correspond

more clo~el.)· to the professional fishermell of Northern Enrope and constitute the class usually
tlJOngllt- of whell tIle fiahermen of the United States are spoken of. For them especially treaties

arc lIuHh~, tariffu are imposed, and from their ranks the merchant marine is recruited.
FlSHKRMEN AS CAPITALISTS AND MEROHAN1's.-The eaae with which the New England fisher­

mall, accustomed to the constant sea-raring life, adapts himself to changing circnmstalloos, may ,be

jlHlgcd frolll the fact that many 80 often abandon fishing and enter Imccessfnlly upou other pur·

8Iii~'l, 1\Iost of the fishers capitalists of Gloucester and other fisbing ports are men who have been

tnliuetl tiS fishermen. This is a.}!jo till' case with the fitt-ers of the whaling fleet in Bout,bern New

Euglaud. In lllil.Uy pOl't", these mell carry Oil, in counection with thelr fishing business, a genend
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Jlltrcantile llimillet;S. In ProvilleetowlJ, fur illstallce, all th(~ pl'iJlcipnl HllOpl:i are loeatt'd upon the

wlHtJ'Yes, and art! carried on hy tb(· fisher", eapitali."ts. The hanks and in;,ml'ancc compani('8 iIi the

tL'!lling pOI'tr-; mmally bave IJUllIY retif{~d fi~lil'rIlJon upon tIw IJOanl of d in'otor,,, aDd other ollirers.

Thonsunds of UWIl from llift'eJ'('llt paTt:i\ of the COI1>'1 ha,v(} aumuhlfl('d tbe Os1ling: intert'M entirely,

and haye heell t;uccelisful in farming, ill business, aUlI ill nHlllY ntlWI" bra llclwi' of iudl\Rtf,\". It. hal'

alreads been mentioned that a H'r., large numher of Illl'rehant H'sspI" !l1't' ofllel'r1'(1 hy fi~her[lH'IJ.

Jhtm' fi:;iwrnH'Il ba,e entered tile Chl'isti:m miuistry ami have been SU(!CI'i'<st'lll.Mr. ,1011ll.J. \Vat­
S()[I, a well-knol'l'll musician of XCII' York City, wIJO has met witb cOJliBil!(,rah]p Sllere"" upon the

eOllcert stage, began his eareer as a tislJenlJan OIl a GJOllce"kr /;choOlJl'r at till' llg'-' of eig-llt ~'ears,

and continued fi"hing until after llf~ had l'eal~hl'U lllllllhood."

P ATRIOTIS:l\'I.-Dnrilll; the If) t l' WHr I'e,eral com paniel' of ill nIH t I'y \\·(~n~'· organ izt'd .1 t G 1001CP.~tt'T,

p{)wpose<11argf:'ly of fishermen, amI tlwi!' rel'onl WUI' ('xcl'lJent. !Ll!o\tmH~1'1' of tIJil; 80rt might Iw

given by the page.

l'EcuLIAR1TIES.-The fj"hcrman rarel,r Ill'quires lill,Y p('('lllinritll'" of pluriagl' or addI1',<j'\ by

which he ca·lJ be distinguished from Ilis neighbors 011 l>!Jurl:. \YlH'll be. Ilil" 11'1'1, !liH H'I'"d and

niil'nm('d his "shore tog.>.;" 110 OUl' wOlllu SIHIPCl't Lilll of heiug n ~wa-f;ll'ilJ~ mall. \YI~ "lleak Il('l"(~

of tll('. !Jetter men, whoDl we (~hooi'1' to T("gard lil+ l'epresentatin:1; of the elaN'. Of (~OUJ'l'W tlwre art'

l\·lIlong tishermen many men who hay\, tbe mamwrf; :lllli appe:Jl':IIWI' or ColJllUOn la hor('Hi, :llHI who

n('\,cr cha,nge th('ir costume or minglE witlJ nH'1J .engaged iu otlll'I' PU\"Ii Ilit... TIH'se aI'l' (~olllmonl'y

Jl)lm of foreigu birth, whose lwculillrities Ilre tlJol'e of their llatiw' ('Olllltl,\" ratllPj' tliaH iho,,(~ apper.
tailling to thpir Ilrofcssjon.

A certain class of fi"hermen, howevC'I', must be eXef\pted frolll tht'''I' rPJIlarks. \\'e refer to

thoi'e men who are engaged ill the shore fishcQ' from liale hoat~, and who spcull their Ii \"1:':- ill soli·

(IH1I" fishing among the ledges near their llolllefi. l'he"r meu are st'ldom hrotl!!ht iHto cOlltaet with
the world, amI acquire II61~ll1iar mental traits, amI ill the eOllrSl' of dozPIIs of years of solitude
de.\'clop a bearing and pb:ysiognolUy whith IU<lrk them lHJJlllstaI'Il.hly as TU(>II of a }ll\culiar clal;Si.

These men a,ro uSllaU:r to h(\ fOLlnd lipan isolated part!' of Uw ('ollSt, ",ueh ll!> tLl" Isles of Shoals,
Bloek Island, No Man's I.-antI, and i~olated ishwds 011 Ill(' eoat:'l of ?Iaiul'.

Ce-lia Thaxwr, in her charmiug' little monograllh of tlH~ ]sle~ of S1Ioals, tim." ~I)!\aks of the car­

riagp of the fishermen: "Most of the Illen are mor~ Or les!> roun d-O\llOulilPr('d , aIllI seldom upright

with head erect aud shoulders thrown hack. ThcJ' stoop so lllueh (weI' HIt' fish·tables-deaning,

l;JIlitting, salting, packing-that they acqllirf:\ a permanent hahit of "'hoping-."

These same peculiarities of hearin g W('I'C also lJOtiCt'ahi e among: t he Ell nk end flsbprm(lIl of tJ.w

olden time, who were a,censtomed to fish o,er the rail of Hit' ve;;:-cl, aUll w"re eonSpqul:ntIy, Jor a

large part of th e time, in a stoop: ng posi ti on. '1'lw ill trml uet iOll of j I'a wling Itas had the opposi til
tendency. The hauling of tbe trawls and the COlJstaIlt exereiw ill rowing the l)l}ats til anu from

tbe vessel bas a tendency to expand tIle chest and tllrow tbe "IJOuhlerR lJnek, 1<0 that the fh,;l!rrmcll

are now uI,nght, broad·chested looking men. The crews of the whaling \"{'ssels are also marked

examples of a fine physique and good muscular dewlopment.
The following paragraIlh from the book just quoted from describes ycry pieturesqul;ly tho

conditions and eircumstances of the life of a boat fisherman of t.IJe olden time:

"Till Bennaye grew vcry feeble, every summer night hI; pa(lIned abroad ill lJis dory to fish

for hake, a.nd lonely he looked, tossing amon~ the waves, wIleD our boat hore down and passed him

with a hail which he faintly returned as we plungrd lightly through the traek of the m0011light,
,young and happy, rtl,joicing in the beanty of thc night, while poor Beulla;ye only counted his gains

---- ----._.__._---~----

.. Fiaherman'8 Memorial and Rl'C(Jrll BOllk. pp, 149-15:1.
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ill the gri~l.y hake he caught, nor considered the rubies the light-hoUlw scuttl~red OIl !be waves, or

how the moon spriuklel! down ;,;;ilveI' before him, He did not mind the touch of the' halmy wind

that blew acrolls his weather-beatell face with Uw Hallie .'\weet greeting that so gladdened us, but
fi,;h(~d and fished, w,lkhing his liuf' through the short gummer night, and when a ulu:;h of dawn

1'Itoll' lip ill t111~ f'lH,t flInOIlg- the "tan. wOIlJl(I Ull his tackle, look his oars, and paddled llOme TO

Xabba~-t\ with his hooty-his 'T\w' of fish,' as the uati"es have it_ Ilakr-nshing- after this pietur.

esque and tellious :Iashioll i" done away with uow, 'rhe i1'llands are girdled with trawls, which
catch more n:;l1 in 011(' lIig-ht thun could be obtailled ill a \Hwk',; Lard labor b.v halld.'~ '"

POWEn~ 01,' OBSEllVA'l'IOS,-Tlw ti!,ihennen of the l)re~eJ\t. day arc, mentally, iJroader and nlOn~

vigorolls t!J:U1 those of forul(\J' time8, The management of the vessels requires more skill and
presence of miud; Ow various laboN;;av-illR appliance8 ill the rigging of the ves8d, slH~h as the
patent, wiIHllas~ and the patent Llocks, allli variOlls other contrivances or the same kiud, lluve

dimini81JCd the necessity for l-lenwl' muscular exertion and tbo consequent exhflustioll which, often
repeated, 111ll1:\t havI~ a tewleuc,Y to i;lug'f,":isbne88 of mind. The training, alread,y described, t IJrougiJ

which a mall must Imss to become a Oluceessful 1ishermau, ill a ver.-r large degree strengtlH'ns the
mental faculties aud develops at the SaJG.O time great readiness and promptness of tLoug'ht. Tlw

fishermall in :-1 sllwller vessl~l, to be suceessful, also needs to develop great Jlowers of 0 h~el'Yati OIl

t.o protect hiTllt\clf' and llib boat, from sudden changes of weather, and t.o follow the changes in tbe

Imbit" a.ncl 1Il0t,iOlI,,; of tlw fislt from one ~easoll of the year to another. Jltany fiRhel'lllen whom Wl'
lHlve met ha"l~ exhibited great aptlles8 ail observer.; of nature.

FISIIJ<iRl\11::K AS INVl<iSTIGA1'ORS,-We need ouly ['efer to the wonderful contril)Utiom, to

scicuee which hav(~ been made h~T the :Iishermell of lobe Gloucester fleet IILll'ing the past tbl'll«

,vf'ars, to demonstrate the int€rest wbich they have taken in matters which illcidelltalJy elHnt'
lHl(]er their ob8cr.atiou, Mow titan thirty Gloncester sehooners hayo habitually for three ~'ea]'>;

e:ll'l'il'd ali their voyages a eolll:'cting tauk full of alcohol, in which they preserved c\'cry unusual

I>Jll'ciel:i of allilllal whieb the,\' obtained 011 their !ines or from the stomachs of the fish as they
l]n'8sell tllem. Their interest ill the l'ubjuct 110\ an in teUigent, oue, and tile,r SOOIl learn to tlhwl'im"

illatc between sveci~,s and to SR\'e olll,r those things which they recognize to be IlovcL Our lists of
donations by the fishermen to the National Museum are published weekly in tile Cape Ann paptWs,
After specimens have been sent to Washhlgtou for identification the.}' ha.e l1TIXiously awaited the
letterll whieh annoulice the result of their examinlltioll, and, after theS ha\'e learned th!'ir llamefi,

adopt them into their vocabulary. They quickly become familiar with the English names which

are applied to certain speeieH, allll ill some instancel:' adopt the Latin nomenclature, Tlw llUl10m;

fish known to naturalists by the generic lJamtl chimera, is also known to the fishermen b)' tIle
same name. There are at ICllst a hundred men in lite GJouooster fishing fleet who klWp track of all

the new disco\'eries on tlJe fishing banks, and are interested in lea.rning the opinion1S of naturaJiHts

on the subject. When a vessel bas brought in a ta.nk full of specimmls, the majorit;y of the crew

of ten to fourteen men aTe interested in knowing about their identification. Such an intelligent
illtere:;.;t, ,Hi tid:;, is by no means confined to GJollee"ter, for fishing vess(\ls from several other ports
earl';\' eollectiug-tanks, Some very important contributions to the natural history of the well"

haden, for instance, the dil!covery of the fact, that thifl species feed upon floating erustfWeaus, a fact

wbich had long been sought after b~' trained naturalil!ts, was brought to light last Summer by;T.

V. Fowle, the engineer of one of the menhaden steamers. One of the Connecticut vessell; fishing
fol' the Oharleston market, has rendered important ser.ice in collecting. Gertaill f1shennen have

• Tbu:wr'H IHlell of Shoalll, 1673, p. 76.
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attained It national r!'lputation as obl>flrver8: meTl like Capt, 1'. E. At.wood, of Provincetown, the

~mccess of whose course of tweIvf\ lectures 011 iehtb.yology betlll'e the Lowell Institute, of Boston, is

a matter of record; Capt. U. S. 'l'reat, of Eastport, Me., who was for several :--ears employed by
the Japanese Government to instruct their peOI)lc in the methods of Dshing; Simcon Clmn(~y, of

Grand Manan, K. B., and others whose pov;'t\rs of observatiolJ fire 110 le::;s remarkable, fllthollg:h tlll'y

have not come 80 prominently into notice. In the in vcstigatiolJ the rcsulb of whidJ m'p detaiJcl]

in the present volume, as well as in the previoui> work of the United States PislJ COHlUlission, Cil'­

culars containing from fifty to eight.y qm'stiolls ha<;'(1 bnell seut. out t.o fishermen all a loug the coa8t,

and itl this mauner information hao; h(>fm sought reg-aNling: the general dw,ractl'l" of the fisheries of

the coast., the natural history and methods of capture of the c{)d, the mackerel, tbe IIlullet, the

menhaden, the lobster, and s(;v('ral other species. In few inst.allces haw' tlH' I:ircnlar;o; failed t,o

I'(~ceive answers, and in the arcbin'$ of the Fish Corumi"siolJ may be found many thousands of l)ages

of manuscript, written uy the hand.s of fishermen, in which are gi,~;u prohably IJlOt(:· important amI

previoul:lly unobserved facts eOlleerning tLw Balural hil:l!tlry of thes(J species than bad ever hitherto

been hrought to ligbt by the labors of all tlJc traiued Batura-listl> of Auu'dea, Tlw Pi.sh Commis­

sion ba;; published a report of over five hundred Jlll.gf'S upon the natnral llistorr of tLe menhaden

fwd the menhadeu fi8heries, tile materia] for w hidl W;J!'\ l:;ul'Pli,~d in larg'\: part hy men elJga~{'d

directly in the fisheries, A similar r{'port., the material fbI' whidl wa:-; obtained in tIll' l'>ame

manner, hal:' rec::ntly been publisbt'd. In preparing the e!mpter on the whale fishery for thii>

report it has b(>.tlll necessar;y to correspond with man.. retired whalers, and tile alllo>Wer" have bctllJ

explicit and satisfactory In the extreme, far luore so than <lIJswers to circular,,; relatin!; to aIHlt.!Jpr

f;nbject which were sent out to sportsmen and prof('"siolllll melJ tbmug]JOut the interior of the

country. In flWt, it 18 hardly possihh' to l'rai,sl>, in sufticimJt.ly high tl'rnl" the intt'lligent i11tl'l,<,,,t

a,nd the valuable cooperation wbich onr fishermen ha.ve eV('r~'where f;]JOwn in tlJl:' preparation of

this report upon the fisheries. They rarely withhold inforlllation, (1)l1 ahono;t without, excepthm,

even at great inconvenience to thetn8elves, rtmdt~r ('Y(lry aid in their powt~r, If "p:we would allow,

all interesting illustration of thfl intelligence of the IlJen engaged in the Aml.'l'iean Ji,,;IH'rie,~ mig;ln lw

given by printing in full ROllle of the letters ill l'eRpolJ'*' to cireularf>. Xut (llJ I~' llo tL l'} (~Ollw'y ip

a very concit;e and intellig:ible manner the infOI'watloll wIJlch was >'lought, for, uut tIm laJlg'tJa!!.'I~

is strong, idiomatic English, tIle grammar and Ol'thogl'a}lh~' are faultless, und the hUlldwritillg

graceful and legible,
In respoll8C to the invitatiou of the Vommlssiouer of Fisheries, many fisllerrncn of Gloucester

ano SOBle from other ports have kept journal::; of their vO,\'a;.:-e8, noting down tile UlOyements of

their Ve8seJs, the loou,tionl:\ of the fishing grouud s :).,., they dl:llJ!-iC from day to da~-, untl t ht' pt,,:ulill r­

it,ies ill the movements of tht' fish which fall uuder their oh:,;ervatioll.

There are before Ull at, lea.st, thirty journals of I,hi,,,, deRcl'iptim], !:mill e (If tlwUJ covel'i Ill: ,t period

of three or four years, and, in additioll to discussing the poillt" already 111l'ut.iOlH'll, Ill'8crihillg the

peculiar methods of fishing employed by them. Many of the!;(: lIlen: all(1 1llany of th(' nWIJ 011 the

menhaden steamera, have voluntarily kept reeor(h: of tho teruperature of tlll' watP1' tlJ\'l'B tim,,!:' a

day during the entire fishing season, appreciating the importance of placiug upon l'eeOl'U llIforma­

tion of this aort for the use of those who are studying the habits of the fishes uml TllI!tbods for

improving the tisheriClI. The records received lJan~, a!! a rule, been kept iu all accurate and 8ati~­

factory maDner,
Three or foal' representatives of the Fish Commission have been sent out UpOli long triIJI::\ on

board of dsbing vessels to atudy the methods of the fillberies and the natural history of the regions
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\'isiteu. Mr. Seutlder went to Greenland OIl a three months' Cl'Ul!'\e; Mr. ORborne to the Grand
Dalik oD a fhrt't) III 011 IIJs' cl'uise; 1tlr. Newcumb tll the Western Bank on a three weeks' cruise.

Other rCpT(osl'llfiltivcs of the FisJJ COillmi8sioll ha\'e for three years been accustomed to visit almost
every w'8sel :If; it I'll/prell the harhor of Gloucester on its return from II fishing voyage, and thli

I'hnw sy;;fem of visi1 iug tLc H'S"e!S has been, to a 1esI;; extent,'canied on upou every part of th(.

ena.",t; :lml, :tllllo;;.t wi\ \lout eXI'\:'pti()l\, the~ gl:>lltlemcll lia,e beel.l received with courtesy, all infoI'·

mation g-jYl:'lI them wbieh tLey desin~d, and ul:;uaIl.y intdligent interest abown ill the work in which

they ltaYl' he('11 engaged,
It il'l dm, to the fj •.,Jlcruwn to sa.y that theS gave their tiervices without tbe offer or the hope of

H'llluneration of an}' kiwI. A Humber of the fishermen of Grimsby, England, two or three year&

ago, kt'IJt Jog." of thpir YO}'ltges ill a similar manuel', but il W<tS iu cunsequence of offers of vitluable

prizl's. it is but iilir to ;;ay\ hOWt'VCf, that manr English fisherml\n and. boatmeu have manifested
the saml' hpirit of Il-ppredation of scientific work to which W1I hayti just referred as haVing been

disJ!hl~'etl by tIle ushenllen of tbe United Staie6, ami l>Om.~ of them, Hkl'> Capt. David Gray, of
Pl'terhead, ha.\'(~ llJad(~ for thl.lm8(llve$ excellellt reputatiol1s as observers.

EN'l'l'RPRtSE.-'rhe enterprise of tbe New Euglall{l fishermNl if; strikillgly manifested by thl'
rnanuer ill wlJieh they stalld ready to adopt new improvements in the methods of fislJ.ing. Then:,

ilre, of l:()OrSe, eonservati\'es among them, but tlte most enterprising of tlto clas!l arc read~' to adopt,

at once <lny deviee whieh 8eeml:l t{) promise greater efficiency in tl](l jlro~e(jutiou of their business.
It is not in tlJitj pla(~tl lllOCI'-o;sa·ry to describe in delail the wanuer in whieh improvements have ooel]

iJt'llUght aLI(ml. ~'(\ tw""d only refer to the rapid and general adoption of the patent windlaSIl (Ill

the off,i,lllOll' yessehi; to t·hl\ IlUlhlell changes from the'old methods of urailing for mackerel to that.

of caklJjn~ them with jigs, and again from that met-hocl to the use of the pu rse· seine ; to th!'
,,"tt'llsi,-e and Slwt'tly adoption of !Steamers ill HII' menhaden fishery; to tile improvements Wllidl

(J uriu/! the past olle Lundred years Lave beell brought allQut in tlJe model of the whale-boat, awl

within ouc,quarter of th:tt time in that of the seine, boat; to the energetic manner jn which gill'llet",

IHln~ been brunght. intu nse in the cod fishery, and the equalIJ' great iUlprovem~nt01whieb have of
la,le .y".a,rs bpen made in other fisheries,

HAItDlll00D AND DA.1t1!'lGj S'EAMA1iSllIP.-Th.ere 1<', l.\{l hardier or more daring race of ~eamen Ul
I il., worJ(1 tlwll till' sailor fiEiherumn of New England. Their training begins at an early age and

t.heir eoustOJllt occupat.ion on board the boats awl YesseJs soon gives them a. p0rfect familiarity

with t.hl\ Waye" [l,lHl the winds in all their phases of manifestation. There is no ooast upon wbieb
IIJe willdJ:> ami weather <trt~ lIlore changeable and mOre trying to the endurance and skjll of f.lw

"l'lHIWll that! that of Sortit America from Flol'ida to Davi8' Straits. There are no fisbermen in a,uy

oUler Imr! of the world who venture so far from the shore at all sefl.80nS and ca~' on their fislJer i !.'8

to 80 lnrge all extent in the 0Ilen sea, hUlJdreds of miles from any harbor. TlJen, too, there is lln

yessel wbidl reqnires so much skill and judgment in its management as tbl> Amerirnl.ll l;chl)On~r;

VODe which is, perhaps, mOte capable of remarkable achievements when properly managed, and

110]1£1 wbich is more liable W diliaster when ill the llabdl! of the unskillful. In the same way t!JI;l
favoritt, AllJ~ric;t1l fil'ibing boat, the dory, is peculiar ill its demands upon the pluck, strength, amI
keenllt'1S6 of tIle per/Soll who i1:l controlling it<! movemeuts. Certain other boat6, such as the whll.)e­

l)(Jat and the 8eille·uoot, which are eXclusively used in eertain branche.s of the APleric.an .fisheries,

require lCils skill to prevent dil:lasoor in tbeir use, but quite as much in their proper llUd 6uooessful
management. The last·menti()ncd boat~ may be regarded as the special development of the inge·

nuit,\' and obser\'l1nt experieuC(l of the fishermen. In nO iDliltanoo have tbe fishermen of other



SAILOH, FISHERMEN OF NEW B5GLAND.

('oUlltries essl'nt.iaIly modi'it>d, wiHlin the past ceJltury, tllp gmll1ral form of tlleil' fishing hoatK and

t 11(' appliance" which helong t,o t helIJ. Excl'ption should be mad(·, perhaps, wilu n'fef('Dl~t> to Hie

introduct.ion of ketch ·rigged cutten; :mu steamers into tlle f18heries of Northern Europp, remarkable

progress having tecn maul', I'l'pecially by Great Britain, Germa'ny, and Bolhmd, during thp p:H;t

tw('nt~'-.five ~'ears in the fJdoption of fleeter awl lIIore llIallllgeuble ,'(,s8el" fur the herriIlg, cod, and

heitm-trawl fiRheries. The numerous labor-saving ap}Jliancelii, which may he fUUIllI on board of Hle

American fishing vessels and tisl1ing boats, arc, for the most part, peculiar to the UnitEd Sblte8,

A t the 1JJteruil,tiollal FiHlll'ry Exhibition at BerliII, the (){)ntrast, hetween the appliances of this

kind ill tile European and A meriCfJJl exhihit;; wall ver.y Iloteworth;\' amI waH Hlf~ Hul\kd of eOIJlltant

remark among tlw EuropeHn fiHheI'lllt'lJ who vi,dted the American section. The demaIJ(I for tlw

speedy atlo,.tion of so many appliarwes ill tIle rigging of "ci<l;;e18 aIllI hoats may he fair'~' at,c~omlted

for by t11e fact that our fish('l'men 1'e('l the neeciisity of every aid that ca,1l he n'IlI!t'I'!'d them ill the

trJing circuIIlstances to whieh tll('~- HI'(' 80 oftell exposed. It should also be mpn tioned that the

]l('ce;;sit,v. whkh is eSllccially felt by our fishermcn, of attaining grcM, R}leed for their :filShing vessel IS,

]Ja8 led t.o thc dl~veloImJeIltof a high grade of seamanship, and has It·d ulp,o to thc adoption of

man;y labor-saving aplllianees, by the aid of which mortJ saillS and larger saillS can be managed with

ease and rapidity by orrlinary crews.

There can be no question that sea.manship of a very high typP i~ fOlInd au·ong the fishermen.

·While D1all~! methods are common to the fishing fleet. and t.o Hw mcrchaut ftP,-\t1 the fishing veAfH·li<l

are often obliged to execute maneuvers which wonld be imp081'1ible to the heavier vcsl'ie]s in the

merchant marine.
The fishing vessels are smaller, sharper, and carry sails whicll Rrc larger in proport.ion to the

l'iize of their hulll;, They are, therefore, swifter, and1 as the fishermen expresN it, "!..Jalldil'r."
Relying upon the "'peed and" handiness" of hiH vessel, the fiflherman takes great-cr risks in running
fot" harbors ill heav,Y weather and is con~equellt,ly frequently exposed to emergeueie~which put to

the utmo.st tel>t his own seamanship and the stunchnefls and manageahility of hiN vess('!.

Many of the most !Skillful maswrK of merchant vesself:1 Ilf1ve been trained in the fiKhing school i

and during the late war between the Stares it was not unusual for fishermen to enter the Navy and

to rise to respolli.ible pn8itions.
As might naturally be expected, the fishermen are cc)urageous almost to a fault, both in the

performance of ordinary duties and in rescuing- Olell or YeRsels ill peril. Some of the reSCUCH

lU',complished by them will be mentioned in the chapter 011 public senices.

"'I'beirs is a life of toil," writeI' Mr. Prot'ter1 "amI although fort!uw smiles lllWll them occasi'lIl·

aUX and sends & good SCIIOOI of fish, yet they spend hourll. ami hours at the !"ail, ill tlw hit,ter cold

of'winter, waiting for a bite-' g;rubbing,' as it is termed-with a, famil.y at llollle, wboU! the,)' love

as well as aIlY oue loveB his own; and the bread of this family dellt'lHliIlg npOlI tlw cMeh of fish.

Oft-t:mtimes tll(\/ffi fathers will lie awake at nigh t ill thrur berths, tossed up ami clown h.y the waveI:'

of Georges, e.aeh hoping that he may do w~lI thi8 trip for the sake of his 10\'('d onm; wbo are in need

of many thingll for their comfort,. This is 110 ffl,ncy picture, but t,he eaTIlel>t faets in the H'"e" of the
married ftshennen, who cannot IIta.r at home ill winter, because tlwn) is bread to win, awl t.hey must

win it. Theirs is no holiday existence, hut a continued grappliug with the elements, a I'.trngg]e for

life, with storm and old ocean in its auger to moot; and with pluck and daring they wring Huece~l';

from the ver;y verge of the grave."
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36. SUPERSTITIONS.

THE CA1.'81;8 OF SUPER8'L'!'1'1 ON,-It is cu!';tow ::11',\' amollg writers to give fishermen credit for an

l~xtraordinaryamount, of crl~ulllit,y and superst,itioll. There are .among the fishermen snperstitious

mell, just as tLfTl' are atlJOug their kindred on shore; \'i'hile, on the other lland, the more intelligent

and practical men aWOl)!; t!WIlJ, ('SIJi'dally thost:l horn in the United States, arc, perhaps, among the

h'ast superstitious of me1l: cer1.ainl:-,' as little credulous as any class of sea.fl'l.ring ruen. It is not

1lllu;mal to lind tlJe muster oj' a fishillg vessel, while humoring the prejudices of his crew, himself
thoroulZhly incredulous as to the power of a·ny supernatural in:tluenees over the movements of the

Vl'fHle! or ilw sucee"s of tIl(' voyage.

1\'1 r. ,J. P. Gordy th Hi'! writeo; concerning some of th e superstitious DotioDa among the Glouce6ter

ti~hermell:

"I will not undertake to say to how man)' causes superstition may be due, but one cause, at
least, every OIJC will admit,-a weakness of imagination and reason. 1\-'"'benever you find a mind

too weal' to form fmch a concept-jOll as law: you find a mind which, jf left 10 itself: will hn l:lUpel'·

t'titions. The de'\"elopment of the religious notion ma..\, modif,y the form of t.he sllilerstition, but

witlJ tlw t I dll Tlot propose to deal, since it i" at presHllt. among fii,1lwrtlwlI in too vltryiog propoftiollfl

t.o make. valid an;\' conelusiolHl that rna;y be drawn therefrom. Now, in most circles of society tlt(',

weakl?r mimI/; are not left to tbem~e1vc8. They borrow the opinionfl afl they do the manners of t1le

hight'st ('llItUrl' and the hest iJltellects in the circles in which they move. 'l'hose pronounce super·

stitions ridiculous and they echo their laugh. Even then the tboughts in their minds answering

to abstract. terms hnvt' a grotesquene~~ t.lJat. would del;erve to be called l;uperstitious bad not tlJat

n:tIllt' eome 1.,0 indicate a pr/luliur class of grot.esque ideas. Now'fisbermen are very empbatically

left to thf'illl:lelves. They imvlJ all little eult,nre, a" little (illntact with culture, as any eIfts!;; in the

hUH1. Thl' most, intelligent among them are prevented by tiJeir limited opportunities for inter·

eourtlc from wielding the influence which naturally belongs to power, and superstitioll, as a rule, IS

the natural result. This is especially so when you take into consideration another cause whieh

workH with peculiar force among" fisllflrmen. I think that ~ lIlong people whose mental structure

iTI(~lillt'>; tlJeJll that Wlt:-,' flUperstitiolli'! aTe more or lesfi prevalent according to the frequency with

whidl theJ COlIif' iIi enntaet with variablc and incalculable events. Supero;titions are due, in part

a.t.. If':tst, to the eau>;e·sf'f:'kin~ iIlstiTH~t; and when a Ilew phenomenon appears, or an old one at time~

and under circum~talle"Swhich cannot lJe predicted, this instinct demands satisfaction. Now, of

all dasses ill Uw world, fislwrmell deal witlt phl;lllomena with the cause of which thtS are most.

thonmghJ:r llTmefjuaiuted. When aml from what quarter tbo wind will blow; when and whyJish

will he abuudant; wily tile sdJOols are lal'ge at IIOJlJe times and small at others-are qnestions they
carmot answer. Theile are tIw I':wLs which determine their SUCceSlol and upon which their observa­

tion is COll1>ltll.lItly directed, and unless the fi8hermau has the balance of mind which enables a mall

of strcugth to hold his judgment in Husllemlc, he ill likely to assign a cause which, if realized in

his imagillutioll, i" ,limOJ,;l certain to be a 8uperstition. Fr(llU these three causes, therefore-their

lack of int.elligence and culture, their lack of contact with these, and tbeir constant observation of

irregular fll.cts-fisbermcn a1:l 11 dll,SS are extremely likely to \)e /,lllpen;titious."

'Witbout fW'ther discLl:;sion as to the causeN of superstition, we will consi{ler some of the most

common and widespread l;upel'st.it.iollfi-lSuch as ma.y be found on an;y fishing vessel, sud such as

are aJwa,Ys firmly believed in hy many of the crew. ,Ve shall Mpeak particnlarly of the supersti­

tions pn·v,~hmt, among tbe COloncester fishermen. Among the fisherroeTl of European lJirlJt, 8n

maTl,\' of whom may be fouud 011 the whaling and other vessels on the coast of Oalifornia, entirel.'
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anotber class of superstitions uonbtles8 l)reva,il, similar to or identical with thoR(! current ill tlw

countries whence, tiley came.

The 8uperstitious of the fisherroelJ may be roughl,\" eh.lssitit~(l iuto three group.';: (1) O:mwR fwd

jlHlicatious of ill Iud;:; (2) ~uperstitioll8 regarding' the \n~atller and oHler lJatllraJ plwlIolflelJa Wllidl

ma,,!, or may Ilot roillte to ernll'leS; (3) snpefshtiolli; usages whicll han' lJO sIwei;J1 hearing npou the

welfare of the fisherman.

CAUSES AND I]'I;DICATI0NS 01; II.!, u;cK,-A .IOIHill is ~1Il'y per80U~ thiug, 01' aet, which i .. sup·

posed to hring ill Inck upon a vo~'age. 11 j1; dHlI'aeteri.'!tie of the feliTlef,Slleo;S of UI(' G100we"tel'

jj"hermlill and thf; energy with 'which he throws lJim"elf iuto his occulHltioll tlmt thdw jJl'ejm!i('e"

0[' ill Iucl;, arc rarely applied to Hie fate of the ,e1;8('] itselt: UOllcernillg' t lliloi the weli ll:l\"t, hut lil (h~

',\tlxicty, tl).",it whol", iutt'rcI:\t bl:'ing in H1C, ,su\:ccB:;,ful COUll)lctioll of the vnY'1ge, Tlww an: many

Idllds of Jonah".

Certain persmlS are often seleeted by the fisht'flllcn ati ,JollahB, ueillg' tllOlw lIIell whQ IHI\'C bt'PIi

nlllucky in their fishing voyage;;;. 'Tbe belief in lnek i", vel',\' UPCjH,w<l,tpd. \YhCII a w:;;;;;l:\l lbi unlucky

011 one of its voyagcloi some of the crew are pretty eel'tain to 1('1l VI,; amI to sLip OJl other v('''Rel",. III

the COUrl:>8 of coustant challging from Due vesllel to another certain llH'lJ dlU1Wt' for a IllUllhel' of

,~llcce8sive voyages f,o ahiJI Oll hmtrd of U1I snccef\st'1l1 vC$seJs, The" ill I[wk " tJf theRe men 150011

heeOllll'S known amOIlg tlwir comrades, and tllpy al'e Ol'alJdtld as .rOlla.J.l:';. A llIali may \ll' llxtrewely

successful for a number of years antI later lJe ilia)' fail Oil a few voyagt'''': ami it i:,; at Ql.we lSaid of

him that his luck has changed a.nd that Iii' i.las heeoultj a ,Tonah, Mell are sometiuH;s discllflrg('(l

from vessels because of their reputaf,ion ill'\ .lollah~, although Ull other fault eun be founu with tut'>lll.

Sometimes when a. ve0;8e1 i8 unlucky lht" ern\' re);\oyL til a 8tt~lllg(\ metbod. of deh'rmil\ill~tlw uuh\cky

otie. They induce the oook to put a nail or a piece of wood or coal ill a loaf of bread, amI the man

who happens to get tMI' is declared a .lOllah, It bas been ob8erved, lww(wer, that wlu.'n thl' e')(lk\;

verdict has been pronounced against a man who holds a good reJlutatiOll as a ll;,;heI'lU:l11 amI lncky

lIlan it has little effect. "I.uck" is eVt.1rythilig', alld no kiwI of divillatioll will emlllt.emct it.'! influ­

ence upon the reputation of its llappy possessor. Sometimes tlle flsbel'IIlHll resorts to struuge

expedients to free himself frOIlJ the odor of" i1I lurk" wbieh ding'S to him. l~or iusbuwp, 11(\ will

e(l,l'ry hi" l:.w,<l·saek 1m dee1<: and ~t, it Oll tire, and fumigate himself thoroughly, for tIle purpose of

eXOl"Cising t be t\t'"iJ influence,
Vessels sometimes get, the reputlltiotl of being Jonahs. 'fbeHe "(~Hsels ba.ye eOllside,rahle tliill·

cnlty in gfltting- crews until their luck changes. They are sOIUctiruelS withdrawn fmm the 11s1l·

eries on this account. The schooner Florenet.!, whi(~h was sold from Glollcesh.'r t<1 Xcw LmHIon, flUlI

afterwards madc excee(liTJgly "uctlcll);;ful fur'l:'>eahng trl.}):', ill the AntaTctic O;:,e~,H, \m(',~ had a had.

reputation as a Jonah, which perhaps influenced bel' owners to t.ak(, her out of the fisheries. The

!lallJe vessel subsequentl,)' trani'Jported the Howgatf' expedition to Cumlwrland SOllud.

Certa,in articles of personal propert~' or apparel are thought to be .Jollahs, .A mall C11ITJillg­

a black valise or wearing whit.e woolen stockings or blne mittells would find much difficulty ill

1:!hipping on boa.rd of a GlouCQ<lter vessel. .A. hla~k va-Ii ,,8 is f(·gu I'(le{l wi tll special tl lafaVOl', awl

the :.tlmost llni"ers.'11 use of white mittenS and Ilipllers is largely due to this COUllllon prejudice

regal'dillg oolor. It is not unCOlilUlon for the more influeutial /tnd skillful fishermen to carry with

them sOlUe of these suspiciouR articles for the purpose of overcoming the llr~judic~sof their assn,

\'lates, and tbe inftuence of 8uch mell 'is lmsillg f.\"ood e;!fect. 'rh{,f'(', are oth(',r ki.nd" of J\mah;; wlJ.i<lh

arB not so generally belitwotl iu. SOllie fh;h{\rullm, fur ins.t:l..llce, thi uk Unit it is a ,TOWIll to make

tn,Y boat.. or models Oil board tlle YI:'S"ef; ol!lern, tbu t a tlU(IJ{\ or a cheeker·lmard is a JOllah; fJthel'<l,

t\\'en, that it, is a Jonah to leave a bucket half-full of water 011 deck; or to soak mackerel in a bucket,
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Rayillg' that. "RO long as you soak tbem in a bocket, you will never get enotl~h to Roak in a barrel."

Some thillk it iR a Jonah, when a n'ssel is coming to anchor on the Banks and is "sticking out" her

cable, to have a splice 8tOP in thc hawilc-pipe, amI it is frequent.ly remarked h.r Rueh that tue vessel
will not be RuceeRsful ill tlJat berth, and the H'snlt will he tuaf. flhr; will haye to change het' pOlidtioll.

It il> also thought, hy a verJ- few how~Yer, that it is a .Tonah to have a. <lor~', ill leaving tue veSlSel,
turn ronn(} from right to left or in a direction l\ont,rary to that of the SUll. Some skippers think it
is a ,Jonah to keep the Yessei's deck clean when on the fishing grounds, and they will allow olily

slwh dea,ning af; is abHolutely necessary. Others, on the contrary, are very particular in the matter
of having their ve8.'lcls kept clean.

The ]lrevahmt helief in "luck" has already been mentioned. OHrtain vessels and lien acqHire

the enyiahle rpjlutation of beIng the luckiest itl the fleet, alld it is alway" thougllt a piece of good

fortuile to be able to ship OIl board of snch vessels or in company with such mell. Oel'taill article~

also gain the reputation of bringing good luck. For instance. during the past t,wo or three years,

since the United States Fish OOllJIlliSRion hal' been sending' out collecting tanks full of alcohol on

somc of the vessels, it has come to be regarded bS many of the fishermen as a matter of good luck

to have one on board. One of the most successful Gloucester skippers went out on a voyage in

]880 without the tank which he had beeu accustomed to carry and was unsuccessful. Upon his

return he came to the headquarterli of the Commission and beg-g'cd for a tank, i;aying that, be would

not, OIl J.my account" go out again to the fil'ihiug grounds withont collecting materi3ls Oil boanl.
Such insta HC,cS ,HI these are mentioned simply to indicate how great importance is given to little

thiHg'~, and to show bow the 8uperstitiollS instincts of these men lead them rapidly from one belief

to another, while the general skt'ptical tendpuc,Y of the age prevents allY very strong and penna­

nent belief in any particnlar form of supers titlltion ,

UNLUCKY DAYS AND ACTs.-The belief that Ii'riday is an unlucky day still holds among­

many of the fishermen, but the old illea i.'l fast dying out. A quarter of a century ago few

Glollcester fishermen would go to :-lei!. 011 <~Pri(lay, but at the present time littln attention i8 paid

to this; and in this respect the fishing vessels are perhap~ in ad vance of many vessels in thl:'

merchant marine and in the Navy. This revolution ill opinion... has been brought about sirnplJ
through the influence of a few independent and determined men.

Certain acts are considered unlucky; for instance; to kill a "Mother Carey's chicken" or

pet.rel. This superstition is also going out !'!inco many of the vessels during the past yean; IU1YC

been obli~ed to kill these birds for bait. It is regarded unluck;\' by a great many l1sherlUelJ to

drive a nail on Sunday. To combat tbil'l idea certain skipllers have been known to amuse them­

selves on that day when at sea by driving nails. It is unlucky to leave a hatch bottom side up
upon the deck; such an act is supposed to be the possible caU8e of some future disaster to ill,!

vessel.
Accident!!ll too, are unlucky and a,re sometimes regarded all sufficient reasons for disaster. '1'0

let a hatch fall dowII into thfl hold is considered especially unt'ortnuate, whilfj to break a looking­

gla!''\; i" disa"treus not only to the vel'lsel but to the person, famil;Yl and friends of the man who is tIle

caust' of the hreakage."
Fishermen are not a" a rule given to fortloodtngs of til. They always go to sea with brave

heartii, the idea that they rna;\' never return to port seldom being allowed consideration, no matter
how many of their comrades have beeu lost within a few day!!.

-------------
• TIll' 1'IlIl''''''''Utjon regarding tut' ill offeet~ whiel, WIO~- rCAult from breaking a looking-glass is very wide-spread on

rill<>rl' ll" well H'" Il"lI>Ug aeamen. In variou~ pn·rtb of t.b.. Fui~ed StMes-in the eities a·s well as in rnral di8t.ri"ts---thfl
fNUal'k i~ uftc\l) h"nrd that the Lrea-king of .. gll1!lb indiclltt'b " !Ie,en ycar~ bard lock," It will be seen that this belj,,(
i~ 1lot coutine,l to fisbermen, hut, Hke man.\' olher l'Iupel'!ltitioDI'I with whicb they are credited, is doobtll'lllll bOlTOWell
from l'eo}llo Oil shore.



SAILOR VISHERMEN OF NEW ENG-I.JAND. 63

Hm.JEFS REGARDn'G NATrRAL IJ HKNOMEr\A,-Amollp; fii>hermcn we find til" oniinar.y

ul,]ieJ,; regflrdiug the influenee, of changeR of the moon UpOll thl.' weather. The fish('I'JlI1m, like

auy vtuer sailol', will often whistll' fo!' 11 wiutI or wi]] .-tiel.: hif; l'IJ'itE, into thl; aft f;i(lf· of tlH' IlJaf;t to
ill,,;Ill'IJ it fair ·winu. Thp fisht'ruwn nb8ern! earefuJly tlle direction of i>lJootillg·;;!m''', lJlillkilJg jJJ~!l

the wind will tome from tlw direct-iUT! towanl 11'hiel1 tbe stars ",hoot. Thf>n, is a C('llJIllUli hplief ill

:\laine that the flood· tide bring's ill a wind, that th~ wind is lib,];>.' to die out with its {'hh, al"u that

it is lllore likely ttl raiu Oll tbe {'UU than {Ill the flood; and tlJis belief i" man' or 1I~;;," COl1ll1101l all

aloug the New Eugland coast.. III .l\1a.ilh\ tlw fhd.wrmcn helim'e that children are alw:I.n; bol'll WhPll

the tide is at the full and die wlwl1 it it' ehbing, a.nll tLat only at tbis !atWI' sta~t' of nil' tide do

deatll'" occur,

""Vhell the sun 'I sets up itl' hanksta:",.,/, or I'uraws water" in t hc IlIoruing, it is 11 ,~igll or fOlll

wliather; at night, of" f:tir weathcr; "sun-dogs," or parLelia, indicate fonl w{'ather.

When tile win(} back.'!, or 'Veers fl'OUl right to heft or against the 81U1, it is believl'd t11<~t it \\'ill

1I0t contiuu{) st-ead,r. This bdid' is so COlllil101J ;lwODg seamcn tha-f aD old dist.ich te/l.~ UK thM;

,,",'hen t.h,'. \\'illd l>aek"l1~ against. tl", Slll'

Trost it nol, for ba,ek it' J1 rnn.

If the wind moderates with the setting of tLe ",UIl, it will rise ag-aitl WitI'll the "un rises.

The peellliar appearaneo in the water whip,h the fisllermen llescl'jlH' as ":1 crack in til(' water,"

l'efJll ill ea1m weather, is tht; sign of an lJaskr]y winll,

'I'be fir!' of St. Elmo, t]w "(\omposant.s" (Nl7p(l wnfo'f), as tbo fh,lJerlll('lI eall it, i" fpg-al'tle,1 as

a lla.tnral phcnomeuoD, It iR 1H'lirvcrl to rise lligher upon the rua~t as the "torln illl'relHwR. and at

t:,lH' eulmillatioD of tlw storm f,() readl thl' highe,.;t point Oil fI v(!ssel's f'.JlHrfi. or rigging.

Backing winds are generaU,,· followed by nnsettIed weather; hauling wind" are thought to

illdjca.te settled weather.

The following are oIt1 saw.., of general prevalence:

~l<1cl;erd ~k~' <llHI u.u.n·~' lail~,

:!tlakc lofty ~hil'~ eun.,\, low ~ail~.

.HainlH.nv in t lw· morn ill~)

Sailor::l-' tah.t~ 'YH,rn ing;
Rninbow nt nighl,

SaIlor~' <1 d i ~·ht.

EVBuing rN1 t 8]1(1 mornillf.!; A"}la.l'~

Is & .foIlln~ !':'ign of n. pl~m.-:a.llt, an;.-" ;
But. tl~'elling gTa~' and lHornjng rf1fl,
Will hrillg (\<)\\"11 rnill "I",n ynnf lwHd.

It' t.he Ioorn ing i~ lIi.:u·},,:!ld l~~~ an ~~:ud.(Itl~~ g:liu,
'rho ovening \Y j 11 bring r~dn to Wl~t :yOlll:' KkitL

If ill t]lt' ~01J1..hW"Kt you ~",... _n, arr," Bk:-,
D~}n~c .yonT flying l\ite.~~ for n. ~tnt'lH 1~ nigh.·

SOfie of the/:l(l belief~ 0011Cerllillg" the \Vcather doubtll's,", han~ mal'll or lesi> iouudation in fact,

an d are based on a close ob.<;ervat.iOll of rCRu11 s groWing uut of IIatural causes, tb ough till' II weather,

*011 the eaat eoa.at of th" Unitl,i[ Slat{\a ano Bdti~h Nort.h AnH'ri"ao l'rnvinc.." stonn~ f(mwrall~' follow more or
t,,~, cloaelr the ilirection of tho Gulf 8tmam, which, 1'01"1 II of C".1'" HlItt"ru,~, e-1rn;;ely appr"l(iJnat,,~ Tu " nort hell. at
~o"r.~e. The.refoffi, an e:1sterly <>1' nor~h, lLSterly st.orll •. bp;;in~ to l"ew~rd," ast.be ti~hernw,ll~uy; i·hat i~, it gradually
llH>VeH Lo thl' lIorthe&lltwarU. not wit,h~talllIillg t,hl' wi ad ma,'\' be bluw ing headly from tbat direct-ion. As a result, the
Hrat indication of "' ~torm, partiouladY in wiut.~r, i" gtlnl"rully noticed in til<.' c.hanges that. :l.Pl''':u in 1:h" "k~' to tlw
..;oath aud wcaLwar,L If the sky ll.a~mn"H a lla~~', gr<,,;~~' hnk-enlle-.] "' SllJt'flT" l>~' tI", fi~henU<Jll-withsOLa]1 pntch~",

of J""ilOll ;>r ink;" lllollds, ,1 .t,or;n ;. illlmill~nt.; h ..r,> li".R tIll' fOr:tl" of Ibis diRl-ich. Tlle RaUl" rnl11 &Pplje« to the fir~t­
(Ii ,1: ieh ill f!'j.\",'1Td to lhe " ~1l~t.eI'].1' g] in:" ~i ne", if t h" murning "kr h ~pc')iall)' cl":H in the eURt, so liM t.o form n glin, it
i, g"1JO'mlly thick wiLh llll apl'1"Ilaellillg ~t,{;Tm in tlw "l'l'oKit", dir"<Jl iOll.-./, 'IV. C.
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wise'; obsen'ers may not alway6 be able to explain the relation between the t'signs" and the
chalJgci!i which they predict.

SUPEIUiTlTlQUS USAGEs.-Some fi""hermelJ will not have their hair cut exoopt when the moon

is illereasing in Hizp, fparing that oth€'rwise their hair will fall out. This idea, whil;h is akin to the

COlllIllon oue fOUIlll thrOllgllOlJt. the rural ,1i~tricts of the Eastern and Midule States that animals
killed in thp, waning of thl' moun will shrink when cooked, is by no 1nt>}1ns Jl,~culiar to the fisher­

lllell. TIl{' fishermeu of former dayH, like other sea-faring UJell, were accustomed to wear ear·rings

tn illlprOye their e:p,sig-ht i but tllis cust{)lll is almost, if not entirely, extinct among the Amcriean­
born tislwrIlwn. Once ill :1 while a veteran is still to be fouml with the pic turesqup old ear-l'iugs
ill hi>: ear$. 'l'h,j Europ,mn fishermen of Oalifornia amI the SrmtlWrJI Statm, still adhere to t,hih

l'raetie,·. Sorne fisllermen carry Ilotat<wi'. in their pocketi'. ai'. a. pre'\'"entive of rheumatism; and Weil!'
llutlUegi'l f(luwl their necks to cure scrofulollf'l or other humors. These usages are also shared by Illlll­
drel1s of thousauds of our shore population, who carrs ill their pocket!'! tile "lucky.hone,," of fil'llJl's,

ef'rtain hOllt'S of animals, as \'7ell as horse·chest.nuts aDd other '\'"egetable products as prop1J:ylactic!:\.
"fally of the lZoman Catholics among the fishermen of courso wear amulpts as pefsonal safeguards.

A fisherman who has wounded his finger with a fish-hook will illlmediatel~' stick t,he hook into a

piece of pine wood, thinking that he thus may ha;;teD the cure ot his wound. "'arts are supposed to

be removed by cmmting them and pronouncing O"tl1' thew a certain formula of words. In dressing

eodfish l <lom" ihlherllJell always save the largellt fish to dress last. It iH a ve~' common (JustOlll

to 11ail a horse-RhoI' 011 the end of the howsprit for good luck. Among the Frencb Canadians em­

ployed on onr fishing vessels there are a few who still retain their ancestral belief in spirits and

fairies; and tlle Scotch and Scandillu"ians and otberB have brought onr with them the folk-lore

of tht>ir fatherland. 'I'hey SOOll beeoIIlP ashamed of talkiug about such belieft:>. "-'hate\'er tbeir

pl"inHe opinions may bel th,'y l-1pldom rt'ft'r to them after having been associated for a few years

with their uupoetical and sk,~ptieal shipmateH.

A cnrions cUl-itom is foulJd otJ many of the cod vessels, especiany those of Capt> Cod, connect,erl

with the !11'OeeSS of dressing the fish. After a fish haa been decapitated, its body ill passed by the

beader to tbe splitter. If the bod~' still exhibitll lligns of life, the splitter will usually ask the

header to kill the fish, which he -does by a blow upon the back of the skull. This act, performed

upon the l>{>T('r",d head, iii. supposed t.o hM"e au immediate effect upon the body, which is in the

hands of another man. A Gloucester fishing captain of thirty yea,fs' experience, who sits near us

while we write, remarkH: "It iH a singular thing, but it ill surely true, tbat when the head is treated

in this manner the body always straightens out."

37. DIALECT.

l'ECULlARJTlE~ OP lH.ALECT.-Among the native-born .fl.shermen of New England; particil'

larl~" those of the rural districts of Cape Cod and Maine, a very pure, forcible Englit:>h dialect is

spoken. The inhabitants of thii> region retaiu the peculiar modes of expression in use among their
]~Ilg-tit\h alJ(~IJ,;tor"l who came to this country two hundred years or more ago. It is estimated that

80 JIll!' I:t'llt. of tlw inhabitallts nf Cape Cod at the present day are lineal d~cenda.lltsof English

alHWS ttn·s whn ~t1t1lcd the towns of t hat district between 1620 and 1750; aud the peroentage if>

prohably eqnally Uiol great, if not Iarger, on the coast of Ma,i nc. As is well known, very many of the

Bug-lish iWUlir:rants t{) these regions were Dlen of education and good family. As a cotl6equence

tile Englillh of the shore popula.tions and of the fishermen belonging to those districU! is pure,

idiomat.ic, awl I'tTOllg.Many provincial words, or words which were in common use in England

two ct'llturil'" ago and are now marked as obllolete in the dictionaries, are still in use among"
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them. T1.Ief{l is now ill preparation, in COIll1cction with tlle work of r,be UlIit.f'd StateR Fish Com­

mission, a dictiollu,r.r of wo1'l18 :1lal phrus('s ill use alllong the fi81.wrmell of t1w United States,

which, whmJ IHiblis"lJrd, will atford lllueiJ matmial l1l'servjng of Ibe attentlOlJ of J!hiJolo~i;.;ts. Tllere

are mall.y expn'l;si VI\ won!" a.nd phrases ill uc;e among the usherllll'll-tlw technical Ja~gllage of

thl'ir lnlllllieraft ll}lplie\l tn the operatioll:> of \\aily life-wlJiqh liTe fl111 of llw,ming 10 those wlHl

]i llOW NJOugh of fishing to ulIdl'rstaml thplJ!. V lIrjolL~ U:lUH'S fbr tool<l aud operatiol.lS counected with

Ilwir trade baye been {'oiBel] by t!]('lJI which' nre jJl'wliar amI ba\'{~ IWH'r found place in diction·

arie". Slang i.~, as might he expected, wry popnlar, and the slang- pllra:ws irlyeJlted by t]Je news­
paper paragrapher, the negro millstrel, and tlw aetor in the variety theater an', as ('Ilrreut amoug
tlWllI \l." ill tim street\; of Oil, town~ ;md ',iliap:'cfl. The O1'di.nary pl'Ofcl;sional fI]allg: of 8cam\'cn 'it>

also prc\'ulent amoug them, its ,-o('abulary beiJlg greatly inereased by 81ang u;.;ed OIl],Y hy the

fishermen HI em sehTes.

Mr. Charles Nordhofl'~ ill :t l\olledioll of short stories published lImIer tbe title '~Cape Cod and

All Al(lllg ShOl'(lt has giYCu t'xeellellL iIlu."tration~ of the Calle Cod tlialect. particnlarly that of
Chll.tha\l\, Har~iell, 11nu the lWll,!;llhol'i\lg t\\Wl\\'., tlw trnthf\tlne\\s of whieh is all th<- mono appa'Nlt

wlwn compared with the diaket in ~Ii.~,,, )IeL(~all\; "Capl' Cod Folks." "Peter Gott, the Cape Ann

FislJermllll/' a story by Ill'. Josl'ph Rl'YIlOlds, is also a treasury of good old Cape Ann lallguage.

'l'he "Fisherman's Own nl)ok," tbe "FislJermaJl;:'; Memorial amI nl~l'oI'(l Book," and" The Fisher­

wall's Soug Dook," three !ittll' '·OllllIWf: }11lhli><lH'd II,\' Proet.!'.r Brothers of fllmwl~f:ter, eOlltain many

wmws in difl,lect.
The following lilies by Hiram Rich, of Glonepster, represent a fairly satisfactory attempt-pel"

haps the most successful yet made-to record tbe diuleet of the fishermen of the olden time:

THE SKIPl'EH-IIER~fIT.

For thil't.y year l come herrin'· time,
Through many kind 0' weather,

Tbe "Wren" an; me h,t\Te come an' gone,

An' held our OWl) together.

])0' know as she is good as IJ(\W,

Do' know as I aID, nut,her;
But she is truer'n kW an' kill,

Or aoy but a mother.

They're at me now to stay fl!lhore,

But while we've hand an' tiller,

SiuyH stick to me an' I to her,-

To leave the ""'Yrell" wouitl kill bel'.

M:\" feet ha'"e worn the deck; ye see
How watches leam their t,races,

An' write on oak an' pine as plain

As winters on our faces!

But alier all is said an' done,

There's 8ometbin' 801'1. 0' human

About a boat that takes at last
The plaee tY cbild and woman;

BEO IV----5.

An' .yet whou ll1ave seen some things­

Their mothers let me toss 'em-

]\Iy boat, she seeml\d a barnacle
'I.ong"id('> a lWf\ll-new hlol';MID.

Sometimes to me the breeze off-shore

Comes out npon the water,

As if it left the gtlWC of her-
No wife to me nor daughter.

Lor! jf I kuowed where groon or no

The turf if! f'1we(~t ahoye her,
I'd 1m.\' a bit 0' ground there,-wido

As a gull's wings would cover.

We know the tril~ks 0' wiud au' tide

That mean an' make disaster,

An' balk 'elll, too-the" Wren" au' me­

Off on the 01' Man's Pastor.
Da~' ont all' in the bhlCkfish there

Go wa.hblin' out all' under,

An' niA'ht.s we watch the coasters creep
From light to light in yonder.
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An' then ag'in we lay an' lay
Off WOllflon'll Cove or Oakses­

Sone go b:y our compas/;-!igIlt,
Sor we by other folkse!:l.

ABhore, the ball·room winders shiue
Till weary foot are 'warl.lin',

But here an' there's a sick-room light
That winks awa;y till m01'llin',

An' Sundays we go nigher in,
To hea.r tl10 bell;; 8-rillgill',­

1 aint no hand for '1crmons, ,','OU,

Bnt sing'in's allors '1iugin'.

The weatuercock!o\-IlO two agree­

Like men they arg' an' differ,
While in the cuddy-wa.y I Bet

.An' take my pipe, an' whiff her.

II

My pipe-{lh! p'ison' might,y s·l·o-w;
It makes my dreamin' clearer,

TliouJ:;h what I fill it with now-days
Is growill' dearer 'n' dearer.

I tak~'s iny comfnrt when it comes,

Tlwn no lee-lurclJ can spill it,

An' jf IUy lIet is empty, Lor'!

'Yhy, lwwean gl'owlin' fill itf

All' SO we jog tlJe hours away,
'I'lw f',Tllls th/;.f coo tm' t~ttl€,

Till on tlie hill the sundown red
Start,; up the dnlwl;ill' c,title.

The seiners row their ji~ger8 b.y;

1 pull the r:;]iJe half over,
An'shet rlJe !Slwrc out, an' the smell

Of sea·weed swedeI'n cJov~r.

The following '1&ewh, Quoted from a ltosum ncw8paper, contains a fair example of the tisher·

man's dialect: •
"'Wall, you, I 800 anuther fisherman has gone down,' said a rugged, weather-beaten veteran

of the sea to a reporter who, as was his wont, ha.d invaded the quarters of the old salt near OOlll­

mercial wbarf. The spea.ker flat on an npturued keg, aud Imd just tilli8hecl J't.'ading the accouut of
th(l loss of the Maud S., which bad gone down Dear Ha,lf- WilY l:oek, oft' Portland Hl1I'hor, not JOllg

betore.
"'It's cur'ous. Sometimes a vtls8el '11 go down ',; ea,,;y's 11Othin', 'n' tlWIl agin she'll live whar

you wouldn't say th' wus a ghost of a show. Xow, thaT was tIle Rattler, pitchpolcd over the
shoaltl off Cape Ann at midnight, some thirte<>n rears ago, in a galt\ of wiud, 'n' come right side np
'n' got into port safe with every man on board/ and the old man paused and IlutientJy waited for

the usual-
". How wa.s that, cap'»'"
"With a preparatory' wall,' while a satisfied look overspread his face, tLe captain continued:
'" Oue of the wust shoal", on the New Englull' coast is 'bout twenty·two league off Ca,pe Ann,

called Cashe'li Shoals; yet fill' aU that th'r ain't much said 'bont 'em, which I never could explain,
fur more vessels uv gone dowll thar than on any ShOI\l of the Bame size alollg tile coast.'

.. 'How large are the sh,lalllY'

'" Wall, sailin' either side a quarter 'v a mile an' ;you're in sixt;y or seventy fathom, but right
uIl the shoals, Which is only a few rod across, the waUlr ain't much over twenty feet deep. Wh,Y,

Wi' 60 shaller I've Been kelp growin' Ull on top 0' the watel', an' when thar'~ a blow ltD' the big
seas come rollin' in thaI"s I've seen 'em-a hundred feet choppin' down on the bottom-I tell you
it's cruel. No shil' could Iivo thar in a storm, an' only smaller vessels can go oyer ill calm weather,

Wall, the Rattler, as I was a spealrin' of, WUl! comin' 'long down the coast from Newf'll'land

loaded with frozen herrin'. The night wus a black one, 'n the cap'n waa off hit> :reck'nin'. Least,-

• The faetll in the mlotle are truthfully d'18criboo. The Rattler, while returning to Gloucester ti:om a voy~e to
N"wlollUdland, in J.:lUll&rJ', 2867, W3l/ oVtlrtll.k;eu by Ii fnriOi'.lB glile in the viciidty at Cash,,'ll Loogti. iShtl w.-s Btrllck
by a heavy Ilfla, thrown on her OOiloill emu or roll..d OV6r, and finally rightod with the loSll of both muUl. She arrived
in Olouceawr a ftlw" days later.
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wars, fu~t thing anyone knowed, a big sea lifted the vessel !ln' 'pitelH~llller forr:lI'd. SlIe 6trucl;: her

Iloseon the bottom, an' jUl>t then llllotlwr big Ol,l' >:l.l'uek her f'<dr in the llI:ern, au' lifted it clean o.er

tho bow; hoI' masts struck all' I:iJHljlf/l"d off, all' l:ill<.~ went over the shoah; <tIl' floated in deep water

on the other side, fair an' I;quare 011 her keel, with both masts broke ofl' to 'ithin fifteen fect 0'
the deck.'

" "Vbere were the crew"

'l' Oh, tbey were down l,elDw. TIley l:iaill j twa>: a.ll over afore they knew \I'hat was up; the;y

didn't sense it at ltll at first. They saitI; :lll it wa~ llwy was Bettin' tLar 'll t.lJt~II/ ilhH;tratiug h,)' a

motion of the h,md t()wanl tIle ceiling al)(1 h:lek to tJll' 1](,0J'; • they I:itru(;1;: lile dt,(~]{ 'll th(m came
down agin an in a heap on Ihe floor_ 'l'lJe~' got \11' 011 t1l(' (t(·t-1:, ki11(l 0 ' <.lnz(-d like, an' thur she
W'UB , a complee wreck.'

," How about the mall at t.he !wJIlJ ~ 1

'" Ob, he was lashed. But he Sill(] arterwerds, when he felt tbe old craft ",piIJlJin' over, he

thought it was a.]J oyer with llim. Ill' In~ltl 011 tel' the wlwel fur <.leur life all' neH~r 10l>t IJis gTip;
but 1 ten .you that.'s f1 tremelldous :;traill Ull a mall.' A lld tll(' old C:'1,taill dt'llthed lds large liUIl­

(lular bauds as if he thought ht~, too, ihr a, tllJlP, wll." being Btlbjl'd ell to tLt, f;ume I>traill. • IIe wns

lJI'ctt.;y nigh gone; but thl'y ulIlasht·tl hUll, took him down l't;Iuw, and dnl 1'ot· him all they could.

Arter the~' got into port, he Wl,H laid up fur a long time, but tirJ:l.JJy come rouud all right!

'" How did thcJ-' manage to g-t't into port with tJJeir n~,,;sd a. wrf'ek ?'

" ( They had a fair wind, the current was ill their favor, all' they finally fell ill \vith a vessel
that towed 'em in alll'ight. That was the llar're"t 'scape 1 C'\"('r Leerd of fur a yessPl.'

" 'Their good angels wert' watcLitlg over til« erew th,lt llight" I:illl'C. If allY OlW but you, cap"
laill, had told me that story I lIIu:,;1- .~a'y I lo;LoulJ ha,w\ tlOlllllt'tl it.'

,I, \Vall, you ueedrh douLt it, for iUt:' gOl:il't'1 tlUill, all' the lllall who oWlled the yelll;e! was
Andrew Leightoll, of Glo'stC!\ an' the cap'/) who Hailt,d liel' was Hampel Ht\:lrsP.' AmI 01(' yelerau

fi8h·dealer brought down his clinched hand upon all iCl'-che.st that stood within readl with an

pmliuasi8 tha,t 6ett!ed aU debate lllore efli,('tll;J.ll~· than the mod sllccesshll gag law eYer put in

practice by the most astute politician."

DIALECT OF MARBI,RHRAli VIBllBRM.Br-;.-'l'IIC' £I',,;t settlCI's of Marhlvheal1 eame from the south

of Eughmd, and many of them froUl t1l(l GtWI"IlSP,Y HUtI other Cllfllllwi i;;lalH.ls, and the !w(',uliarities

of the diall',cts of their llneestms am still oLl:ierY:l lJle ill t,his old town. Hanus, in his IIir:ltory of

1farhlehead, sa,rs:
"So broad and quick was their prollullciation, and so stmnge were the idioms characterizing

their speech, that a nati{'tl of the town was known whenwer !Ie Wl'nt. Nor was this l)Nmliarit~'

confined to any class or conditioll of men Iw;iding in the tOWIl. All t>hared it alike) of whatever
l'ank or condition in life. '.rht.J words were cllpp(\d ufl' very shorny, awl in ..Ollie bedions there was

II "light difference ill the dialect noticeable. The' Cuny Laue' lwoph, always dwpped the (h 1 in

!;jleakil.lg, and their vernm:ular was much like that of a cuc!,ney Eugli:;hman, ill adJition to that

whilJll betrayed them 'to tIle manner born.'
"Rardl,)' a family in the olden time (-"scaped with a eorrect ]lronllIleiat!oIl of its name. The

llame of Crowninshield became (G rounsel;' Orne Wl18 tranlSformcd t,o ' Home j Trefry was variously

prouounood 'Duvy,' 'Tevy," Tnwye,' and 'Trefl'tIY;' Qlliner became 'CooDier;' Florence was clipped

to' Flurry,' and Thrasher W31i abhreviated to 'Tm~h/

"So accustomed were many of the inhabitants to the cognoml.'l.l bJ' which they wen', known that

ill Borne instances they did not recognize their own names whcn called boY tlH~m. Au instance, of

this kind is rolated in the 'Lifo and Letters of Judge Story,' who was a llati\'e of the toWll. O~oo
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while Iw wus trying' a case in the circuit court, in Boston, the clerk cllllNl out the name of one of

the jury as )liclIal'1 Trdl'rey (it heing 80 S11elt). No answer was given. Again hll was caBell, awl
BUll there was siletJ~e. lIt is very strange,' said tile· clerk, 'I saw that man here. not two minutes

ug'o.' '\Vhere does lw come from1' asked the Jndg;e. 'J\larlJ~ehelHl, rna;,-' it J,lease your hOllor,'
l;H,itl the elerk. 'If that'" tIle easl',' said ill(' jnllp:\'. 'Il't nw see the Ii>;t.' The ell'rk i.JlUJ(h~d it up to

him. Ife looked at the SH me a wi !lutp aIHI, llilIJding- had. the ]jr-;t, Io;aid, 'c,iu l\Iike Tn'vyC' (throw·
ing the aecent on the laM 1,;;Y.llahI,'). '1\1ik(' 'fl\'\~'ye,' caH,!l1 tltl' eh>rk. 'Here,' llllswered It gmff

voice. 'Vfll'y did 'yon !lot UIJSW{'f before ?' uskeu the derk. 'Tl'e1IreJ jf:; lJO way to pronOUlIt;e Iny

uame,' suid the jllrYIJI:.l.J1; 'lHy llalllf~ is .Mike TreY}e, as the jlllige know$.'

"AllOtlllJr HlH'ellote ill the ~mne pnrpose is related in the work: IOn one occasi(m, when !o;OlJJC

of OUI' Ii:;!lel'IJwlI Wt'l't' ill court. to settle a mutiny which had taken lJlace on the Grawl Danks (of

KpwfoumllHllll), alit', Oll 1If'jllg: l~al1t'll to slate \vlm! he knew, saill that the i>kipper awl olle of his

IIhipflJatt's hall wlllit II.' call,~(l a Ljor of ilp.' The 11residing judge in YaiH f']llleavoTcd h' get a more

illtdIIg'ihle a Il,.,w~'r, ami fillallr JutlgP, Story W311 call.'l1 npoll, as usual, to act as lIltel'l'retl'r to his
towllsmun, whkh he did, telling' the court that a Ljor of He' in the i\brblt'lwatl dialect. was 'uja\\',

II II'hile,' whi(~h, beiug interpreted, moant that till' two men ahused each otber grossly for some time.

"Thoug-h the diah~et onec so general amoll/; t he peoph~ is now almost extinct, tl..w!"C are many

words UOlNI oeca:sionally to know the meaning' of which wonltl puzzle a stranger. Often whon any
of the natiH's fed cold or chillS tbey will say they are 'crimllly.' If they lo:.e their way in the

dal'k amI become eoufuserl or l)('wilrleretl, flip)" will sa·,Y that they were' pixilateu.' In spealdug
of tIle ceiling of a room maTl)' of the ohler 1l{'llple still call it 'planchment.' When a lady OJI

examiniug a piece of sewing finds that it is carelessl,r or impmperly dOlle, it is not unusual for ber to

call the work a 'frouclJ.' 'Wben food has 'been improperly cooked it is spoken of as 'cautch.' ,,"'hen

"el'Y angry for any reason it is a COlllmon OCl~urreucc to bear some one exclaim, 'Squeal 'illl np!'
'Squeal something at bi Ill!' or 'He ought to be squealed np I' wbich being interpreted means,
'Throw something at him l' (He onght to be 8tonetl!' 'Stolle him l' A crumb or a small piece of

anything is called a 'gTnmmet,' and a sulk." or ill·natured person is said to be 'grouty.'"

FISHER)!E:;[ OF GHA.,....,n MAKAN.-A writer in the Gloncester Telegrapb of July 16, 1870, says:

,; The .fishermen of Urand Manan have a patoUi of their own. ,"Yhen one of them speaks of

his' brush' you do not at first suspect that he refers to his bllir. His boots are '8tomperll,'

while Ilis knif,~ is 11 • throater,' and his apron It 'ba.l'vil.' His hook is a 'dragon,' and his boat"

'pinkies,' 'pogics,' and' jiggers.' He wonts time by the tide, and covenants with the parsoll to
marl'''' him to Suku about' slack water.' The various .preparations of flour aml meal are known

as 'fish-smotbl\r,' 'duff,' and 'joe·floggers '; hard bread and apples are 'grunt.' He applies

• sbe' to o,el'ything, from his wife to a cart~wheel or duck."

38. LITERARY TASTES.

Through the great abundance of cheap pnblications, at the present day, the fiBhermen ate
enabled to provide themselws with liternrr entertainment at small cost. The liability of baving
valuable books impaired or destroyed is often a reason for not carr.ying them on shillboant "\Ve
quote the statement of Mr. A. Howard Clark concerning the general chflracter of the literatore

AOld to fishermen by the newsdealers of GloucpsWr. He writes:

"I ha,ve called upon the newsdealers to a&certain the character and quantity of' reading mat­

tel' sold to the fishermen. The result as to character is a little better than I 'expected. They do
not read magazines, such as Harper's Monthly, ScrHmer's, or the Atlantic. The great favorites

w~th them. used 10 be trasbj' dime no vcIs, but the large nrietyof story papers now published
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has largely taken tbeir plaN,,! altbough some are still sold. The following are the wpekly pRperS

taken by Gloucester newsdealers and read mostly by the fishermen: New YOI',4 Vleekly,100 copies

per week; Saturday Night, 90 eopit's ller week; Fireside COIllllalJiOTl,90 copi<>s Iler week; Kew
York Lt'dger, 70 copies pel' weck; Police News, 55 copies per w(>('k; l'amily Story I'uper,;;O copies
per week; Yankee Blade, 2i:i copies per week; Harper's "\Vccklr, 20 copies per week; Frank Les·
lie's Illustrllted,:!O copie;.; pl'r week. About 350 copies of thu Va-pe .Ann Ad,crtii;{,l' arc sold to the

fisLll~rmen; somB daily paperl';. wlJen the fleet is hI port, for home reading; am} about 1,000 copies

yea.rly of dime noYels and cheaJllihrary stories, sueh as make up Seaside Library."
It hi bJ' no meallS tlIHumal to iilld Oil ooard fishing vessels some of tlte ehoieel[;t oooks ill the

Bil gJish lab g'uilg"l'--his tory, poetry, and biography.
Dickens' works are \'ory popUlar among WililY of the fh;hermen; Sltake1<peare, Byron, Cowper,

awl Abbott's" Lif(\ of Nal'0leoll" ar(\ among t he works which we ourselves have seen on yesscls.

rhiiantlJropists might secure a Y(;ry great iuf1ueJwc 0\71'1' the fishermen of OIOlH'ester amI other
ports by systematieully supplying the vesse},; with a slllaJilibrar~· of well-sdeeteJ hool,,;, or, better
8till, by -c8tablit5hillg for the Ui\C of the fishermen H well·planned drculatiug library. 'The fit5bermen

Brc mCH of active lUluds, amI lllilll;r of tlJl'Jj) lJ:wc rejjveu illld sllHlious taMes, Such a liomry

sL onld he in tlle ch arge of SOHlI' pl.'l'MJlI who conIII lJ el p tlll' fi sh ermen ill RC1eettng their books, and

who would take llaills to I:!tilllnla~ their illtHe~t iu IiterarJ' slll:jects.
In Ghmcl'ster aloue are oyer four thousa.nd men, half of whom, at lenst, would doubtless

rejoice gre:ltl,y (I\-er the po~>;ef\siofJ of l'tlme sneh facilities fur mental improvement.

39. MORALS AND RELIGION.

The quest.iOlJ of mor,tl" and religion is extrenH'IJ diffi(lJllt to diseu8H. The fishermen are,
doubtless, all an arerag"p, far snp\:'rior ill moral character to other eht!'se:s of !'(\u·faritlg" Ulpn. In

larg-e port,~, likl' GJOlwestcr, wJJitlWl' flack tlw Jj$(!QlltN1tcd, tlw dif:graced, and the nc'cr.do-wf\!Is,

us well as tbe 1ll0Ji;t enterprising and mil iJitinns oftlJe 'young men from tlJe whc.le coast, tbere is, of

eourse, leg" Htt~'ntioll paid to the qnestioll of mora,ls tllan in rural cOlllIDmdtjl'll';, and tbe general
mom} tone of the fishiJlg c!aSt'I't' i,;; bl'low tlw aW'rage for the whole eonst. 'I'here are, howe,-er, in

G}uueester huutlrNll[; of ruNI of npright e1Wl'lleter all(l ul1impeadmble \'eI'aeit~" and IllllHlreds more
w!J?se charaeter for honCi.;ty amI truth i~ 1J1HIUl'stiolJell, hut whose "i('wl'l llPOll other moral ques­

tions Illight be 8ubjeet to eritiei;.;m. Thert~ llre ,"cr~' fcw iml!'{'d of the mell in tlle Gloucester
flpet who may properly he ealll'd n,]igiOil i;. The n'ry faet, that tbey are at, Rea tlllrillg all months

of the :.,.ear, amI nna~le to gh'e attentiou.to any suhjects except those directly COllllected with their
occupaUoll, aeeolll I I" for the fad t.lmt fewer of them are idlmtified with religiou!! organizntions tlJan

iU.t.1lC smaller towns, where the fislll~rltlcn are, on sl101'e for at lca"t half tlw year, aIllI are snT-

rounded h.y influences which would lead tlwlll to such aS80eiatioll. •

OBSERVA:NC1<~ OP 'l'H},: SABBA'l'H,-Tbe oh.ser-nmce of th.~ Sfl,hbath is practically obsolete

among tlw fislJe~lJleJl of G-1ouecst('r, wheu on the fishing ground!!; though whell tlleyare making a.

passage t{l and from port it is not, cllstonw,r:>' to perform auy work except that which is neoossar.y
for the mallageme~lt of the vessel. There are, however, a few Glou, ester fishermen wllo observe

lhe Sabbath, a (Jradiee wbicll'is almost universal among the llshermellof Cape (;011 and the smaUer

ports of ~Ia"8aehusetts,aud SolU~ of those of rttaine. It iH believml that the captains of '\'essels

from certain portiolls of Cape Ood would lose their commands, or would at, least suffer much da,ruag~

to tiJeirreplltation a.s respectable citizens, if the,y were known to fish ou Suuda,y, When the vessels
are in port, Sunday is ver.y generall;y olJserved everywhere along the coast of :New England. The
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familicl'lof our fishermen are almol:it alwa~>1'l itl(>lltifiel! witlt Borne religious Beet, and the churches

of fishing ports are al'! well supported as t !Jose jll any other st'etion of tbe jlOUIl try.· In the whaling

fleet where, as a rule, morality among tlw Inel] is at low .,bb, Sunday iR rarely ob.>lerved. If, is a

matter of bistory, however, that durlllg tlll:' ,wesell/. century the ma.~ter8 of several whalers sailing
fmlll the eastern t'lld of Lon g ll'iland, al tlJOuglJ tll t'y eRme in w itlt fn n cargot'!'i of oil, lo..t tbeir
commands bee:tl1~e thf'Y would not go ill pllnmit of wJmleo; on SUlHhly.

At two Rueeel:isivc annual meetillg''', those of IS8(1 and 18tH, tbe United States Menhaden Oil

and Gnano AssociatioJls unullimolll'lly pasi'ed a rCf'olutioTl to the effect that the steamers and otber

vessel." belonging tf) members of tiJis a"soci:ttioll should not be ullowed to ihlll on Sunday.
Shore fisbing is itlwof1t f'llhrels sn>:pNHled Oll Sunday ill New Englaw], and .it is believed

that the flame. practice is prentlent tllronghollt the \l'llol{~ length of the A Uantie coaflt, extending
even to the Aha(l titllwrmen of the ri\'crs. In f:wt, man;r of the laws which 1Jnve been framffi for

the pfotection of p,lmd in onf rivers, provide a close t ilIJe every week, from sunset Saturday
night to sunrise Monday morning, takipg advantage of the wtlll-known practice of refraining from

ugl\1ng on the Sabbath day.

The shad fishermen of the Saint .John's River, Florida, fish on Sundays, though there is a

general sentiment against this l)ractire among the t1.81Jennell wbo are forced into it by the exa.mple

of one or two of the most powerful capitaliRts.
PROFANE LANGUAGK-Th(l nile of profane l:wguage if; extremely prevalent among fili1hermeu,

and there are but .ery ftlW v(I!;Kds from any part of the coast on which oatbs are not constantly

beard; particnlluly if; this RO on Gloueestt~r Ytl8."df;. A few of the masters nre opPo.,ed to the

practice and endeavor to restrain it, but ordin:trily )10 effort is made in this direction. Almost at!

oommOll is the use of vllig-ar and indecent words. The atmosphere of the fishing vessels is full of

ooarS6 lang-ua,ge, amI the ears of ~'oullg fishermen become so habituated to it tbat, not being

.. One Mid tJ' him, "Wt'Il, Jud, l10w lHany fi~h ha"" t.hey callglJt to-dllY lIot Star'" Jud looked !l.Wnce, llnd
answerefllike one w hI' did not. wi~li tu lit' tritlt'd with, "We don't go ll,-fi"hing Sourlays."-Tha:rler's lales of Shoals,
1873, p. 102.

"Whilt\ Mr. nwc.k resided /lot tI,e 8holll14 btl persnadC{1 t.be people to curor into an agreement thQt, beBi(ks the
Lord's da~" j:he.v wonld ep"nd on" day in every month tug",ther in the worship of God. On II certain day, which, by
t.heir al!N'enient., wa~ to he df'voted to the fl.lI:flroisffl of religion, j,he flRhflrmen camf' to Mr. Brock ll.nd requeated that
they might llllt ll~' thf'ir meeting that day and >,0 a-fishing, IH.'eause the~' hlLd 10llt mallY day'!! by the foulnetlll or" the
weather. nt,' I'oinkd mIt to H,elll the itnpropriety of thf'ir r"'lne~t, and endea.vored to convinee them tbat it would
b<' far ]Ifltter for tllfllU to ,d,ayat, ]Iome and won.bip God, ",CC"C,}jllg t" thf'ir agreement, than to go a-fbhing. Not­
with#ltandinit hil4 r"uwnRtranel', }Iowe\'(·,r. five onlyeonllented to Attly at hOlllfl, snd thirty dewrmined to go. Upon
U,iR, Mr, Brock adilre<;.'!ed them tlJU~: 'A.I! for yon, who lirfl fleLl\rrninod t'l neglect your duty to God and go ll-fisbing,
I tay l}.jtt;; y()ll. catch fi~h if yQlI can.. llill. W< for yon, "1'110 will tllrrj and wor~ldp the Lord Jesus Christ, I will pray
nnto Him for yDU that you may wIck. fw'h lill ~qQ" are wca,.!!.' Aocordingly, the thirty who went from the meeting,
'?,·ith all tLeir skill, clJ'lght tllrongh th" who)" d",~' Imt fnu,· t1~he", while tllf\ five who tarri€'d l\Ild ll.ttended divine
&erviei'l, a.fti'lrwlll'fl~ wcot out ami caughl: l,v" IWlldT"<;d. .

"To a poor m:UI who bad l~~t IIi" l,nat ill a stOlID Mr. 'Brnck sai/l, •Go home, honest mau; I will mention the
matter to tLe I,ord; yon wi1l1mve your Loat a~,~in to-morrow.' Mr. n., now conAideriog of what conllllqoence thi1l
mQttw-, that uf'f'mf'd !!O ~mall "tlwrwi~(" might he 'tmo"g t!lf' nntradable fiRhf'rmen, made the blJat; an article of hie
prfly",m, and \,euo1l1, on the morrow tli", poor mn.n came to him rejoicing that bia boat was founil, tne anebor of
anothoT" "N"""l that was und(ll<ignedly CaI't upon it having: Atrangely hrought It np from the unknown bottom, where
it had been aunl<.

"During tho rninj~try' of j,he R,,-v. :>Jr. Moody at thu Shoala one of tho fiahing ahallopa, with It.Il hands on board,
was loot in a nr;rth"Mt storm in Il'~wich Bay, Mr. Moody, llonxiou9 to impro'O'o thi9 melancholy avent fur the &wuk·
oning of tho~" of hia hL'ilT('r. who were ('~P09ed. t{, the like diaas~r, Il-ddressed them in the following Ianguago,
adapted t... their occupation and uudorstanding: 'Suppo,ung, my brp,thren, an~' of you should be taken short in the
bay in a UOrlh6li8t storm! yonr beans tremhling with fear, and not.hing bnt detlotb before you, whither would your
thought/! turn' What would 10U do" 'What would I do,' replied one of these hardy IlOn8 of Neptone, 'Why, I
IIhould immedilltely hoillt the forMail and Mud a.way for '8qUant.' "-Coli. MaM. HiBt. Soc., Tol. vii, lilt series, pp.
247-252.
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acCtlRtomed to more refined discourse, they tbink nothing whrtte1;'er of it and 1:100 no impropriety

in its use.

TRUTRPULNESS: SOCIAL VICEs.-Concerning other Yirtues) Bl1ch as truthfulness, honesty,

and general reliablit,.", fislH.1l"lUl."1l do not a,ppear to Imve any specj;),} peculiarities, but it is believed
that they "HI compare fuyomhly with oUJf'r mell of similar gratiot> in Bociety.

Social viees arc mud.l Ie:." eommotl aInOllg fi~l.l('rlllen tl.lan amOllg ot.Ler sea-farh.lg mrn, except
in the IllJ'gellt ports; the nlOraJity of the ('ommnnitieR to which fh;hermen belong is :unim­

peachable, or, at least, will eompare favorably with those of any other fiection of the country,
while ill the larger towns the soeial e,iJ is lIy no means BO prominent as in the manufacturing
towns. Them are, of eOllr"l', d('pmved mcn among the fishermen whose virions instincts are
increased by tlw irregular (:haraeter of their occupation, but a large majorit;y of tLc fishermen,
eyen of Gloucester, artl pure in th6ir morals.

The laxity of moralA, which is ofteIl attrihuted to certain dasse8 of our fIshermen and to the
provincial IJorts wIdell they Yisit, in connection with their cruil'es upon the off· shore hanks, is
believed to lJe nwy Dlud.l ('x:1g-;:cruted. Outside of tile larg(>T IlOrl.s, as lIas !Jeen stated, there is

hut little in the practicl' of the men llllOlJ the fishing vessels wllil.'h can be criticised by those who
are familiar with their hallits.

INTOXICA'l'IKG DRlKKs.-ln most of the. fishing towns along the. coast spirits Cannot be obtained
upon any pret(,xt, whate\-N, f~xe('pt in the large eitif'8 which incidentally engage in fishing. There
is no fishing" port eX('I'pt G10lH't',;ter in wlJieh fish('.rmen, or indeed any strangers, would not find

extreme d ifficuIt)' in 0 hhlini II g" intox katiHg liqu or. In Glouee!>ter st rennons efl'orti$ havc been made
to oyertbrow tLe Ii qll OJ' traiUe, hoth hy prollibitiun laws llIltllicense laws, and it cannot be said that

liquor is there t'n..'''-'lJ' ,solu, altllouglJ tho.~e who are familiar wHll thtl town have hut little difficulty
in obtaining it. Druukenn0f:S if: not a vice to which fishermen are addicted.

In the cbapter upon "Life on shipboard," allm;ion is made to the cust.om, once universally

IUcvah"'llt, of carrying a supply of ruIn on .Massachusetts ,'('ssels, amI it was no less common for

the shore fishermen to carry t.hei:r jugs with them when tbey went. out in their boats npon the

fishing gl'OlWrlS, Tllis elll';/om ba.s hl'mme obsolct-D t.o such all {:oxtent tha-t the shipping articles

of evcIJ-' fishing vessel require that .. nn ardent spirits shall he carried on boarll," and many
GlOucester !>hippers ure so oflposed to intemperancA tbat they promptly discharge men who are
known to hayc been guiny of IlrunkrDIless. TIle. medicine·chest is not supplied with liquor, even

though the use of so important a restorative would perha,ps fl'eqnentl~' to be attended with good
results. It seem8 as if pu hlie scutimcnt wprc somewhat, too radical wllen .it forbjds to tbe fisbing
vesAels the privileg(~ of carrying a small suppl,v of spirits for us!:l in cases of exhaustion. Many

experienced men, llOw('ver, agrec that !'mcb benefits are more than counterbalanced by the evils

that would result. from the practice of carrying e"en the smallest qnantity of intoxicating spirits

on board of our fishiilg wssels where discipline is 80 entirely al)sent as it is at the pre8ent time.

Much trouble jg caused hy the free sale of liquor in the POTts of Xewfoundlanil, where our 0011

fisherllwn frequently make harbor, aud until witbin a few years the same difficulty has been met
wit.h in the ports of Nova Scotia f111d Cape Bl:"eton. At the prcscnt time prohibitory laws are thel'1l

enforced with gre.at 8tl'ietneRs, and nowhere sal'e in Halifax and some of the other large ports can

liquor now be bought. In 11Ort!> where liquor is sold, ~essels are often detained on acconnt of meD

wha get drunk and refuse to go on boa,rd, or become involved in brawls.

The" temperance reform" in G10ncester in 18.6 seems to have bad a. wide-spread influence
llm.ong the fishermen-an influence which if! feU to t.he present day. The local pa,pers for some

months were full of the subject. In the Oape Ann Adv6ltiser of February 25,1876, is printed a
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list. of twenty-two 'H's~els from GloueU;;ll'r 1l1:1lIt1cd l'lItin:ly 11.'0' tcmp("l'UIH'i'. men, On the 3d of

Mardi a g:mnd reception was gin'll h.y the "lleylJohb Temperallee I:cfol'lll Club'" of GlouceBter,
and ill the stn'!'t pmecflsion f01l1' hUIllI]'pc] G ('tll'ge~,.; ti,.;lH'l'lIlen llJardletl.

The oysternwll of the Chesn peak(, are~ u;; has alr"lHly 1>l'C1l ren,larlwd, la wIess amlquarrelsollH',

awl tlw 8a IlW eiJaraetcri,.;tip;;; arc IlIet witli atllOug till' otlll'r jisllerlliell of the fo;allJe l'egiOll, m3ny of

whom a f(~ ellga;.:.~d iu tll" o.y"t('r 1.i.~I](.'l'it'" part of tIle ~-l~l'\r, ill Uw ,.;lJacl fishc'ry iu tllC «}Iring, allll

tIle llJ('nhadeu fisher;,>, ill SllllllJH,r. COllilids o('easlOlwlly oeelll' IlPtwl,t'lI fi8hennen from difl'erent

sections. The wal uel.\\'l:l'll the ~lal'ylilud and Delawarc fishermt'n ill 1876 was a seI'ious affair,

resuItillg ill ioj II ric" to ::W\ l'ral 1Ill'1 L

40, THE FISHERMEN'S LIFE ASHORE.

IIo:\u: uFI-:.-TiJe htJll!\' I ift, of illl! fi,,,ltt'l'llll'll has alread;v lwen }lartly de!:wribed under thc head

of education. III Gloll(·.'sft'l', pt'rlwps /i'Olll t\\'t'llly·lh'e to thirty Ill'\" eelJL or the fi~herllleI1 are

married H11I1 ba yt~ bomes of tlwir OWll, wllilt' in other fi"hing pt.rt." !lIP pt'I'eelltage of IIlHl'l'ied lfien

is ;,;till greatl'r, alltl \"ery Ie\\' i mlr'etl :JIllOllg tIle fhihemwll arc homell''''s, 011 Cape Cod mHl in thl'

smaller fif:;hilll-\" ports of lIla,,~ae1l\Hwtt..; awl COllllectieut, ai'\ well as on the C'W1St. of 1\laille, the fi;;h­

enne]), as a nth', 0\1;)] t hdl' 0\1 II IHtllSeii, m:J,n.r yOll ng", :lIHl :lI'C RurrOlllltlpll h,\' large falllil il'i'\ of

ehiltlrelJ. As ha>; Iwl'u aJl'e:uly "aid, tht'ir wi ,'t'S alld '][l.llgII tel'<:3 al"l~ usually wl'llt'dlwah'd aull refim'tI

in tlll"il' 1<J,,!t';,;. E H'II ou remok j,.;l:uld;,; Oil tIll' eoa;,;t of .Maine wanyof thl' fisIl('rmt;>n's hflU.'!es are

eomfortHl,ly and ta::;teruliy fnrni::;hNl. TIll' wall;,; are hung- ...vith eJJgravilJgs~and booI,s anti musical

instl'Ullwllts an' to 1ll' fOlllul. ] L is lJOt at alllllleollllllolJ to find a piallll in the IlOllse of a fisherman.

'l'J1t' earning" of tll(~ ";Ul:·et';;;",flll fj,,;hernl,]fl an' almost alwa;ys applied to tIlt:' 111lilding np of flo

pll'a,«allt hllllli' for hi" fallllly, :IIlU to tIll' l·!Ineatiun of !tis ehildl't'u, for \\-how IHI alllJo/o1t always lias

the ambitioll 1llat t1Jey::;hall be fittell to follow some other oe(~lIpatjO!I tban tht' ouc to wlJieh IIi,;

OIl'Il life Int" lll.'t'll tleYoft-'(L l'hi;,; is true in tlw outJ;Viug ports a;;; wpJ] :is in tilt' larger towns. It

i!:\ alllu;,;i ll:: alld ."l,elllS illeong-nlOu",~ after ma.kiug- the ,tt:qnailltaucc of U rougL-lookitlg old fisht'!',

man, ,,,un·hrowned allli w('al1Je!',beafpll, WllO looks as if lie rarely put foot upon the shore, to he

hlvited to his house, and tll find hilJl p('rfe(~tl.y at IlOme among the well dresiicd and gentlc women
of his tillllily ~ SllITO'I!Hlel] h,v IIIXlll'it~s anu COll'l;"enit'IWt'l> which, thrl'e cent-urie!'! ago, wonlcl hardly

have heel) foullu in the ]l;llaee of a Jdllg.

Tbt' oltl age of Ihe JislwrllJ:m is Ufo;LHtlly I; I)('n t, ph'as:iutl;-.- ill the Lome Wllich Ilis inullstry has

esta hlisllt'll, 1l i;,; daily alTl]l;,;t'lIteJJt being to vi,.;it the whar'Vt's and talk over the experiences of the

pal:'t aud tl i>;t'Il~S the (Ioing" oj' lliii ",U(~e('SS(lr8,

1\-1any of tbe sea-port towm; of ~t~W l~uglal\c1 are made up, in largt' part, of the houses wlJieh

lJave ht~ell rear!'d by fic;ll('l'lllell of t ht' IHJMt, or pre;.;t'nt generation_

~1r, ncnr~' L. Oshorlle mil kl'S tlll' fhllowing ohser'l;"atiollS ou t he routine life of the G]oncestm'

fh,lwl'lllen w!ll',U 011 shore:

"[)KUJADI;\G TITE \T';;;;EL.-Aller the Iishl'!'lll~lIl retums from a -voyage he is not at once free,

but, must work rOIl' a few (lay,.; ill IllJ loadillg I,hl' w'!:\sel's cargo, His first few lJOurs ashore are yery

Iikt'l.\" to hll spt'nt ill crui"ing ahuu t to Il'anl rhe 111'W!.:, amI it is not illlprobable that he may take

a ft..,w drillk8 \\-:Ih :tuX (lltl emnrade W1Hllll he IJWt'ts, whill, the t\\'o 'talk thiIlgi> over' and com­

!)llrc 1l0tl'!S. ill' llIll::it, htl\H'H'r, sl,ttlp dOlI' tl to ,vork uot long after hi~ ret uru, beC:l.ll/,le t.he own(>..r

is llllXious, to Laye tiH: eal'go brought to light, ttl hanJ his Ye~Rel empts, and fhus to be reads for

aus uew ~lntl promising Vt.\lltlll'(~. The wtJl'k of unloading mmall.r takes two or three days, Qr lJven·

morc ill ease of large H'ssel;,;, 'VIII.'ll read~" to hegiu operations, all hands, armed with pews, invade
tile bold, the deck, ana the wbarf, 8ml l/-itdl (Jut HIe fish from the kenches in Ule ve&Sel's hold.
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From below the fisll are thrown OlJ ,leek j the~- are then U'I'OWU to tIw wllarr~ l'1a(~('d on f',(~<d(';;, and

weighed. It is the dut.y of all hands, exeept, llwlil'w\ tbe enok and tbe ~kifllWI', to help hl tbis

work. If tIle cook be a wort.1l,Y OlH', Jill improves tbe oeea"iou to clear on t tLl' fon'Cflstle l()(~k('r,~,

to wlUIh up the pa'lIIl, ketlles, alHl othel' ut(,1Jl!il.~, knin's and forks, I'POOlli" am1 t:rod,er,l", and, ill

sllort., to leave tlJiIlgr,; after lli III ill a d('cent Mate. ]f IL," Y(·ssl'! has ('llIl ..d lit'), 'yl'Hr\; work HUU is

ready to las up for the Will/t'l', he will pad: up the uisbes amI otllt'r IdtdleIl fnmitulT, C]('lJ1l np 1he

galle~' stove and treat it libt'fally with oil to lwt,p awa;y rust, aTH1 will n'!llO\'p to the ston'house of

the firm all of the ship's storelS that ha,e }lot been cOllsmned. The skipller's duty is to direct the

uIlloadill~ of the fi"h. a labor in which he may pOl<~il;l,y bear a hand, though I Iwlien he is nut

obliged to. The work proCPI~lb, en Ii wUl'd by stcries and SllJall talk and o('(~asional Ilotatiolls of

heel' and other liquors, Ullti] all til(' fish are out lIf the v{'lSseI. All l':1JHls are tlH'lJ fl'f{) to do us

tliey pleasc l find, after (hawing tlwir pay, way I:Ihip for another trip, or IlJay dqm-rt, ne,er to be
Rt'{"ll again.

"In some ('asf'S a man may llot ('nre to UlllmHl a cargo, or at h'ust to do his sllare ir ,be unload"

hlg. In sneh a case he is allowNl to ilire flame Olle to do this portion of the work. A man may be

sick when tlie Yes1:iel gets iiI, (ll' till rilJg' oSl' wueil UlOtleJ" coming to him, may feel too lazy to work;

or he may filld a. eLarwc to siJiJl~ aIJ(l, noT. caring' to lose it, engage a substitute t{l do his work.
Hence the Ilractioo of hiring substitutes to work iu the uuloading is not. unusual.

"DRAWING }'A1'.-'VhclI the work of unloading ha8he(~n tini.slled tLe trip i.s con~itlen'd at. an

eud, The market vnJlleof tIll' fi;,;h is t lieU dl'tpI"lIlill('d, and the, projJer sb~rl'of ('ae1 llJall i."a~eertlliHed.

'I'he share of each man is at llis di";pl;,,,al ill tlte form of ,1, ehl'ck pa~-ah!l-j to Iwar!'r. All,.,- lllOlll')"

he mll,y want to use befon\ dl'<twilJg his ..hare h' adranct'd b,Y the firm, and 8ubsl'fJlwntl.y ueductcd,

"TuE BOAIlDING·lIo-CSE.-Oll reaching land after a trip the tlsherlllaIl'S firM IllOH', if uumarricd

or without a. home at Gloucesfl'l', is toward his lJoarding-llOm;e. Hen' his anj\"al i,~ unallliounepd,

'yet its RuddeIlllt~S" create., Lut little surpl'i.,e" h{~eau.sc sueh things arc CH'I)-da,\" matters. Ilis

ambitions for the time ceuter them.,wh·N1 in puil ing on l;OIIlC clean doilIes a lid tl1(\11 ill gdling

a thorouglt renovation at the hands of a \Jf1l'lltJr.

"'l'hese boarding-holll:le8 arc "ailor's institutions. 'I'heyare similar to the sailor hoal'lliug-hon8PfI

which exist in every seaport towIl, yet in morality t,hey are 11igbt'I' tlJUIl these, !Jor nre their OWlll'l'S

such incorrigible rascalf',. Tile price of bnard varies from $a to $V per week, alllI at til{' lattN priee

very good fare i,; furnished. The hoardillg-l\ouse8 Wlry greatl} i [] thl'ir rpl!utmioll, SOIlle arc

pleasant, borne-like places ot' goou. dmra-cteq othPTR are (lingy and tumhkd/lWll lwuses. :mu in

lllany cases of a not alt{lget,her cn"iable rf'putation.

"B;y tile more careful, the hoaru hill is paid at freqlH>Ilt iIlh'nu]B~ hel'ol'(', it {'a n lll'COllle large.
In other instances it is ltllowed to run uutil it has grown to llIl important. nmollIlt. III linelt eascs

the fil'!berman often loses all traek of its amount and he i~ thpn plaeed at flll' IlH'l'(',r of hi" hOill'dillg­

master. If th(\ hJanling-master he dishonest, he may liberall;y iucreaf;(l tIle a1l10unt of tlle bill in

defiance of det€ction, for the cheated man has no means of defending". himself, In this wa,Y the ft;;h

orman is VBr~' often impos~~u upon~ sometimes knowing nothing of it, and at others Jmowin[; it, but

unable to protect himself.

I' TRUSTEEING.-Ill ord.llf to proteet the boardillgma"ters, lest tim lI1:illl'l"lnan deTlllrt witILont

paying his bill, a practice exists ill Gloucester klwwn aH trustee1Jlg, It i,'i, ill dl~d, attaching for

the debt the proceeds of t.he fisherman's trip.. A pmctico !>imila-r to thi1:i, eHllt'd "factorizi]j~," by

which the factory hands are forced to pay their bills, exists in factory town~. The necessity is

qUite evident for snch a law ill Gloucester to protect honest boarding-house keepers agaim'lt dis­

~oneat guests. It would seem that a law to protect the fishermen might also be a WhO!BSOIDO
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thing. I am informed that the hoarding-house keeper cannot trustee for small amounts, it being

regarded as unjust that tll(' fhihcrmaD Rbonld pay the lawyers' fees, unleRS the suit be an im­
}lortauL one.

"AMusE~rnKTs.-DuriIlgllis Rtay on shore, after the vesflel has been unloaded, the fisherman's
Jife i~ all aimlef'B lllillt after ~'xeitement and Ilew form!> of amul'lement. A few dflYl:l a,re enough to

tire llim ntterly of laud and shore doings amI be is looking again for a new chance. During

these IciRUI'f\ (In;ys his day-time wlwlt 1I0t at meals is spent in .isiting the whar.-es, sail·lofts,

\-ariOIlS stores of tllC tirmO'i'l'llerS, and similar places. There he mf'ets others of his .ocation
and with them talks of the tlN~ds of the pUf;;t or the prospects for t.he futuro. With tbem be may
go to 80m£' not far distant: bar·room where they can compare notes onr tlll>jr beer. At tbese times

n circus or any "illlilal' excitement is gladly welcomed.
,. SE:EKIKG A KEW BEl~'1'H.-IIl his pursuit of pleasure ashore the fisherman always seems

somewhat. ill at e3,;e amI anxiouloI to g'ct back to his work. Almost as soon as he is free from one
t.rip he begillS to look about for another_ If Ilis vessel is going ont again as soon all she nnloads,

he llIay stay hoY bel'.

"JIAKING READY FOR .A NEW TRIP.-HaTIll~ 8hipped for hi8 new trip the fisherman's life

again present" to him 3, definite oltieet. The .essel must be put in order for her voyage: the sails,
when the) are, lIot strong enough, must all be renewed; old ropeR, too weak fora blow, must be
rcplaecd uy others; Hew gear IUllst 1)(:' provided for us~\ in case of emergency; complete outfits of
]woks, gangingf', and otlwr l'lmneuts of tra-wl struetUN' must also be laid in j as well as all sorts

of odds ant! emis that may be ncedf'd during a long absence,.
a There is saJt to be procured and stowed in the various compartmeuts of the vessel's hold, and

the watel' banelf,i must b(~ filled. The cook, meanWhile, must 1m!!,)' lJ im self about the .arious stores

llt'eded for the crew dnrmg the entire tiule of absence. He mnst draw from the store of tbe flml

flour, tea~ ~mg:al', molass('8, pork, lard, fish, cLeese, candles, sa.Jt, and kerosene, and a thom~and

articles, cOllvey them OIl hoard, aud BtoW them away aU safely below.

"Each Ulan has stowed in his bunk his 1lPd-sack and otber belongings, and aU hands on
Ilf'ck prest'llt to Gloncester Harbor the familiar f;;ight of stout forms hoisting the hnge mainsail,
heaving up with a monotonous click~ click, at tIle windlass. .Now her bow falls off from the wind,

the llluin"aii drawH, the other sails are quickly set, and she soon leaves Gloucester rar behind."

41. LIFE ON BOARD THE VESSELS.

The life (If the fi~herUlen on hoard their vessel!! is so well discussed by Mr. Henry L. Osborne

tlmt little more nee-rl he I:'a id cOlloerning it. By reading bi~ descriptions, one may form a very vi.id
and accurate mental pictrll'e of' the life of the fiShermen. Mr. Osborne's notes were collected during

a trip to the Grand BaIl k ill the eod-fishing schooner Victor, of Gloucester, in the Bummer of 1879,

in behalf of the United States li'ish Commissioll~

Mr. Osborn(~ discusses the subject under three heads: (a) Routine of daily life on the Banks;
(b) Pastimes on board Sllip; (c) Routine of life at bait.ing Rtations.

;'nOUTINE OF DAILY LIFE ON THE DANKS.

"MEALS.-As soon as the first indications of daylight were noticeable ill the east, the cook

woullI emerge from his berth, rake np hi~ fire, which he never permitted to go out, and proceed
to prl.'pare for breakfast. At 4 o'clock, or not far from that hour, he announced the meal by a

blast with his whistle, a summons which was usually obeyed with somewhat of tardiness.

"Dinner was usuallj- ready at 11 o'clock, though never much earlier. Sometimes it inlet'"
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rlllited the work of cleaning till' 11."h. III tIJifl eilfle tlle men wasllPd tlip gllITy 011' tlJeir doUI{'f' amI
hands and 8011gh~ the tallle. As a rule, the (linner was amlO1llJeed after one gang' of cleaners, at.

least; were done j th esc would then Wllf;lJ up 1mtl go below. III tll is eMil" 801ll!' from eaeh table

would sit down togetller, those properly belonging,' to the "ecolJ(} gang occupying the place of
the absentees of the fir",t dh'isioll.

"The supper waH 1l;;IlUJI~' !:wr\'(.'(1 ahout half pm<t 3 or 4 o'd()ck, comillg diredlJ after the

trawls had been baited U\I for tIle lIig!Jt·set. The meu, jf tlJCy wore th\'. oil-f.Jdn !Suits in 'bait,·

ing up,' did not, take them offbefure sitting down to th(\ table.

"In addition to thr('(' H'gular Itwat", two \'ery defmite informal mcals WN(~ pro\-ith'd, be!!ide~

slight lunches at all times. It was a fixed hallit witb the men to proceed helow to' lJJug np' tlle
instant they came :thoard from a banI or f1l't. ~4.t evening, when he eamc on board from f1etting

the trawl, the fisherman iunlriahly went at once to the disldoc1>.cr and took from it one of the

hrown cartllen mugs. This be flJlPd from tbe tea-pot, wbiell tile cook had left partially full of
teu from supper. Tlu'n tUnJiug' to HIt' l,rovisioJl·l(lckel'; he extracted thence bread: pk" cake, or
meat, according to his faney anll the state of t.he larder, From thest) he linde a very enjoyable

meal, talking ml,anwhile with tllOse who VIer<' gOhlg' throngh th(~ same operationf' in their tUnJ.

~'hi8 'mugghlg up' was also regularly practict'd in the morning aftl'r the return from a bauL

"One might expect that the food of the fisbermen, especially wlwn .fbbing, would consist. quite
largely of fill.v. I had expeeted that it 'l'l'onld ht, 1-'0, but found nothing of !lIe sort. Only once a.
week did the cook fUl'nifih fish. aud tllat was OIl Frida~', 'l'l'hicll ,HLS quite Ilatural, siue!' nearly all
hands were Catlwli(.'s. The thre of the fislwrmlo'll is far bettpr th,tn QllC would suppose who has

heard stories of tlw poor liviJl~ of otber flai1ors. They live fu,r lwttBr than any oth{'r class of sea·

f:lring men, and ha,\'I' provisioJl'-- of a !I.:>!tpI' gra(le and in greater variety.

" FISHlNG.-Aft{·r they lUlII thli"ht..··d breakfast, the erew at once gnt rt'tlll,Y their dories and,
('mbarkiug, pulled away toward their oub;il1o huo;ys. Thifl was mmally jm;t about sunrise; very

often, indeed, when tbe day 1la.~ denr tbe JoI'ieoS were away from the veRst\! hefore the sun came

up. Whcn the weather was fog~~'~aJl(l it was foggy almost all the tilnodnriug July and August­

the !>kipper was ocellpiml, duriIlg tllt' ah~rller of bis men, in blowing a horn and ringing a large bdl

which hung from the mailJ·llOOtIl, just nvcr tlw wheel·box, to gnide tIle IDt'n in tbeir rowing, ilud

upon occasion he u~l~d to fire 00' n- swivel to let t.Iwm kIIOW t,he yeS8el'a position.
"The haul mmally occnpietl t.he time 1m llNI!'ly ~ o'l.'lock, f<ometirncs longer, 'l'l'bell anyone

failed to find his outside buoy or 'parted,' or wa,s ,)yerta-ken hy lln:)' otber a-cciUpnt t,o hiR trawl.

After the dories lIad come back and were unloade(l the erew 'mugged up,' and then dreRsed tbe

fit:lh and salted them down ill the hold. This nsu3IJy k('pt them leismeJJ at work ulltil toward 11

O'Clock, at whkb time tlley <wUl>hed up' and went to dimwr.
"After a bril"f rC!'ipite they began to make preparation for baiting up the trawl!:! for the

evening's set. Auy who had tlwir trawls suarIed took thif:l occasion for' clcahng' them; others,

more fortunate, forgot their troubles in sleep. B~T 1 o'clock or thercaboutti aU ballds were turned
ont by the skipper's' Well, boy!!, let'" bait up,' nUll pre long all were industriously at work getting

bait from the pens, chopping it Into pieces of the proper size or fatltening it to tbe books.
"While the men thus occupied tlJem sclveEi, the cooh improYrd his time b~' 'cutting out' sounds.

This bnaines8 onr cook pursned us!!iuuously, often snatching a few moments from Ilis work beJore

dinner to cut out sonnds while the ~rew were 'dressing down,' and finisbin~ his task while they

were baiting, and his assiduity repaid him when be rl'ached Gloucester to the extent of an ad·
ditionalt20. After supper, which was purposely placed early, the dories were hauled up from the

~J where they had been left fa.stened since morning, MId loaded np with the trawls, five tubs

,'.



76 :FISHERMEN OF THE UNITED STATE8.

in each. Then the men jumped iutu thlo'm atHI pulled strongly away, each in his own direction.

After their departure, the ,"('"sL'l was again left vacallt. The only sound to be beard at this even"

iug' hour was the scrape, scrape, <wrape, thud, thud of the cook's knife, or the traml) of the skip­

lIer's boots as he paced the quul'l.el'-dcel;: fur exercise. Tbc men· usually finished setting and re­

turned to the veH,,1'1 jllHt at sUllsd. The dories were bauled on buard, the men took the bearings

of tLeir bno.ys, amI tbell all was done fur the nigIlt.

"WATCIllis.-Tlte ",ateL Oil the bauk WllS only kept at night, aDJ was much shorter than

wben the vessel was on a passagt'. 1t wa,.:; uilually set from 7 or S o'clock in the evening until 3
the tf)l1owing morlllng-, or late,r, wlu.:m Ow SUlJ rose lat-er duriug the last haiting. A single man

kept the deck during his portion of the watch, then calleu his Sllccessor. The password i:a those

times used often to contain directioIJs :18 to the prnper care of the vessel Eadl man was expected

to pump the ,-esse! out a.t the eud of his watch on blowy llights; one of his dut.ies was to watch

the eable am} 'fieet the strad inl.he hawl'io-pipe,' if necessary; that is to say, 'Veer out the cable a
litthl to Pl'l~vclLt it fnJ)1J l)cillg dtaft;u amI partl-d.

l' The watch was not always \'('I'.y strict ill the performance of his duty. He made freqllent

exeur~ions into the cabin to commIt the dlkk, aud to assnre himself that lie was not losing track

of the t1iglJt of time. Indeed, it is said that tIlt' lDt:U "omdimes regulated the clod;: during' tlleir

watch HO that the llJall of the bst watch fOluHl the dawu breaking much bier thall usnal.

"LIGHTS.-I LJ tile l'yt'lling, as SOOH a" it bt'gall to grow dark, Ow cook ligb ted a large la,ntern,

with convex lenses Oil foUl' side,;, and hung it in the fore· peak halya.rds. This was t.he on]~' light

1l8ed to wam oft' w'ssds: Hl(' n·d amI b'1'eell lights" ere used ouly wIlen tlHl 'i"es8el WflS running,

"131.OWY DAYs.-8ollletiuH'J3 we had ~ blow;y uay~.' .All day_and allnigllt long tile wind would

whistle throug'h tlJe rigging amI the 8Pn, become ..0 rough that t'H'll the standi dories could not

be trusted over the side. Oil ilIlch rlass fj::;hiJJg was illterrupteo. If tiw trawl .. wt>re out the.y must
rewain till tlw Willd moderated. -The men did not seem to enjoy their enforced leilSuH1 at sllch

times. Meals Were served at more suitaIJle boun; than during' modl'rate weather, and tbey slept

much; the seUSe of ennui sf'emed overpowering.

"PARl'IMES 0"" ROAUD SHIP.

•, CO,,"YER:'ATlO.'ii.-'fhe fishennell; for the most part, l'a",~d th",-1r 8pare time, of which they

I)[ul ahulJIlalJn'. ill illiing. In order to hreak Hp Ow lIJolloton;y of silence they talked a ycry great,
. dea I (Ill ,.arioll;;; s11hjeetl'l.

"At SIH~h tim('~ a good stor.y-fdler was a g'n-at blesging', aIHI e'Ven one of poor grade was

willilJg1S liHtened to. All sorls of "IJOI't, ;;tol'ie8 circulatud, also Iri",h bulls, witty retort;;, &c., and

a good ;;tOI'.)-' waR mmally greeted wilh hearty laught"r. Amung' tlle ..tories told one might fro­

qlH:mtly bear tbn,<;e of whieh the Illol'lllity was unq I\t'stiouable, yet it W'}.8 noticed that when.a

smutty story was t61d it was partl,r {,xlm.~abh', Rinee it Wll" usually irre!\istibly ludicrous. [udeed,

in SOUle ea:ses stories were begull ill which the prin('lIlal point lll~c, noli ill fUll, bnt in filth, and

these were growled dowo by morn tlllln Olll~ of the hean~n;. Na.rratives of personal adventnre were
111;';0 ill great dmlJanu. Tho.<;e WllO 1I1HI been in tlU'. merehant sc·rvice; WllO bad e,ailed to foreign

shores, alllI wlJ 0 cou Id :wceptably dese.ribe tb I'llI' scenes 01' t ell of their adveutures, were heard with

a great deal of inten'st. One fer til0 topic of IliSl'nssioll Wat-l the oppression of sailors, particularly

ill the merchant !Service. lnstuuces of ill·treatment were often told, aJid the COIHJ.uct of the cap­
tain roulltlly condemned. "'hen the maltreated sailor CHme off first best the expressions of

satisfaction from the listeners plainly indica.ted the side with which they sympathized. The

oppressions of tlle boardillg·houS6 keepem were alw examined into, and to have left one of these
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houses witlJout paying one'i; bill 'was tl..lOught vcrs praiseworthy. Amollg' the uarratin>s of per­

Ronal adventure there were a great llIanr ;;tori(~,~ of eOllql1er>tl' among the fair f'CX, Nlpccially of

t1irtatioll8 and intrigues in the various l1arlJor-ports fi'equcflted h,'f llshBrmen.

•, In addition to these were yal'IIs, often Ji~t(~IH\U to witJJ chlse attention h.y it crowd colketed

forward. or down aft. The ",tory would 011e11 11..' merel~' the :ulw'ntures of !\Oltlf': sailor or the }llot
of 'lome rohbcr story of dime-noYel cin:ulatioll, SODH'tiilles the hero was plucpd ill tile fin~t pN8011,

or, iu otl1er words, tile story, teller represented Hit:' ad n~llttlrc liS his OIl'll. JI01e oft(,II, JlO'I'r('vcr,

th,,,y belonge~ to an imaginary hero, who was innniahly UllJpd Jack: Hometillle" tlw supcfIlatural
pow!:'r8 were inYoked, thus adding to tile eOlllplieat ion of the plot. AllI(JlJg t heir stories fairy
tales had a pla<;e: ] uot icpd Iwyern} that 1 rl'l'ognizl:'tl l llotwitllstmllliug their lIew dress, ,\,'I

nurser",' tales toM to me when 1 was.a boy. J 1) all tLese t;-l)/,S the imagery Wile< sm'll ~IS It Iislwrmal!

author would imagine. Jt W<lfl homely; comforts Wt'Tt' tLost' ft"garded b,Y him as suell, <Jllll beauti~'!\

were those which were beautiful to Lim. Thns; ill :t version of B(:,llllt~· aud thl' TIeaf\l, the :lather,

all tired fwd wet, was led inlu a warm kitchen, whQrc a dry "uit. wail hUliging- hd'on' t1w fire l't'ucly

fIJI' him. Ho was tLl'D cOJlllnctrl.l jnto it WJjrm tJinilJg-TLU)lll 1I'1wl'c he fOIllHI a goorl HIJ[1pel' of h"pl'­

stea.k awaiting him. After l:\upper he 'tunwtl in.' In all t he fair~" stories J aek used to slay the

dr,lgoll, aml J after he had e.xpost·Jl t he dl~cdls of ilb rh'al, all hamls made a. triumphal lllareh to

tbe churcb, where Ill' was married happily to the king'<-, uHughtlT.

"l\I1JSIC.-Somewbat akin to yaflH,pillllillg w<:!s ba.llad siugi lIg, whieh, !lowe\"er, vow; Jess fri'­

quently indillged in, since singers \ycre f;car,:e, whili' any oue couM tell a "tory. Tile H()IJg was

alwa..V1\ a 8010, and the words, in t.he form of a ballad, the stor~' (If ;;ollie sIJip,-ret'k, of I:'ailor-life, or

of some kindred subjed, to which they listtnetl intently.
,. CARDS.-As might he. expeeted, one of the t'<\.'write pastimes \"\":1.'; card s. On the en:lli::.g of

the very first day out from Gloueester, as I made Iny way forward t.o the knight· tH:-:ulE!, I fOllnd a

gronp of six pla;ring 'fort,y<fivt'" Tlwr -paid five ccnts each for the pri \"jJt:'gt~ of pJayill~, anu tilcn

t.he maD wbo made forty·ft,e points first WOl.l the stukes. Latcr during the cruise the game of

, 100' begau to create a great stir and fnr "ever::tl nighi s the plaJ'Cl'S COlltillupd their game far into

the night, This wag however effectually opposed hy tIle other itlhabit:mts of lue forecastle, who

were unwilling to have their slumbel's disturbeu. Variom, other games of cards prevail.m at

>'WOU!! times) and among them cribbage seemed quite a fuyorite. Utinl-pillying, howeverJ fitlall.\'

dicd ont from the fact that the etudE! bee::nne utterly worn Oil t :llld DO otbl'l' Ilack could lJe PlOtUf('tl

"ROUTINE OF LIFE AT BAlTIKG- STATION8.

"FILLING WATER,-\Yhile in harbor the fi15lJermnnJg duties are t'xtremels light :lIld !.Jis time is

left almost entirely free for :my form of di,ersion tLat may fmggest itl'elf. AllY wOI'k tLat ill the
vessel's economy may need doing he must, however, perform. OlIC of these duties is the replell­

i;hing of the water supply, As often as the vessel goes to land all the hanels arc overhauled

and the empty ones are filled. This process, knowll as 'filling wnter,' was performed several

times by our crew. I remember it most distinctly at Calle Broylp Oil tbe (Jl'caslol! of onr first yisit.

\Ve anchored lit two or three o'clock 'well Ill' the harbor and not fHr from a flhetf of rock, OVCll" whieh a

pure mountain stream ran down into the sea. 1'his stream lh'opped down from the rocks f1.bove ill

a small cascade and fUl"niRhed llice water and a cOIl\"Cllient plae.... for filling the barrels. SOOI1 after

the anchor ba.d been let go and the sails snngged up for a l'ohort sta.y, the t!1dpper gave out the

order to bring up the water barrels and' fill w:l,ter,' "Two or thr~c barrels wt're then put iuto each of

the three dories and the Inen then rowed aWRy to tbis naLural resen"oir. It so chanced that tbe

men forgot to bring a funnel witb tbem from Uw w~sse1. AnS VlW else- ill tlJis condltion would
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have been in trouble, but So .tl.sherman generally can extemporize a. very good one. When they
reached the stream and were ready to begin :filling the barrels, one man drew off his oil-skin trou­
;ers and crumpling up one leg at the bottom, introduced it into the bung-bole. He then held
np the leg of ilie trousers, while bucket after bucket of water :rras poured in, alld found its way
into the barrel. This stream and many othel'S like it running from this natural spout and thu8
eaBy to catch are found in the variotlll oove-s and harbora that indent the shore line of Newfound.
land, and the places where they occur are known among bankers as' good places to .fill water.'

"TAXING IN wE.-Another dut~' of the fisherman while ill ltal'l.lOr is the cure of ~he ice, which
is used in preserving fresh bait. III some cases tbe \,e..S81 can be hauled up to a wharf and the ice
brought down in wagons and slung on board witL v(;ry little trouble, but often this cannot be

done, bccause of the shallow water in the harbor, and it ioS then necessary that it should be brought
aboard in dories. When our vellsel iced at Trinity Bay the dories were uU sent ashore and beached
out of reach of the swell which would have otl.terwise kept them too unsteady. The ice was then
taken from the rude wagon in which the dealer drew it to t1le shore, carried to the dories and pacli.ed

in them. The men handled the ice, for the most part,. without tongs, their bands beiDg protected
by mittens, and carried the huge blocks in their arms. As each dory was loaded it was shoved off
and rowed to the vessel. Coming alongside, the ice was slung on board with a tMkle and dropped
into the hold, where it was received by men and stowed in the ice-pens.

II IOING EAIT.-A third duty of the fiBherman, at this time, is to care for all the bait which is
brought on board, ieing or salting it a" the Hkipper directs. I presume that all kinds of bait are
treated alike, but my personal obs(~rvatioll relates only to the squid as iced at Trinity Eay. When

some thousands had lU:cuUlulated, sllveral of the crew' oiled up' and prepared to 'ice' them. The
labor was divided and operatiolJs beg;l,n. Oue gang brought blocks of ice from the ice-pen, passed

them to the deck and into OIle of tlae huge tub!> used in splitting. The tub wa-8 placed during this
operation on the quarter-deck, just ltft the main shroud!>; aud the o;quid usually lay in one or more
piles somewhere near the tub of ice.

+' Two men stOod by the tub and each one began with hiB pew to pick the ice into small pieces.
After it had been reduced to the proper size! it was thrown into a basket and pa&;ed throngh
the Mter hatch into the hold. Here it was received by a second man who pAAsed it into
the'bait-pen to a tbird, who, re~iving the basket, emptied the ice on the floor of the pen and
spread it evenly in a Ia,yer 3 or 4 inches thick. 'Vhen he bad thus covered the bottom or the pen,
he called for sqnid. A layer ef squid Wa.'l now spread over the ice followed by another layer of

ioe. In this way four or fiYe baskets of ice aud squid were alternately laid down until at last the
bait was an iced. The man in the bait-pen handled the bait and the ice with mitten-covered
hands, standing on the floor till the layers of ice and squid rose too high for convenience and

afterward he stood on the bait.
"It was the regular practice to ice at night all the bait which came on board during the day.

Several times the bait came to 118 80 fast that by noon as many as 5,000 had accumulated. When
this happened all hand8 would turn to ami ice them, al'W icing in the e,"ening tb080 received later.

"VISITING, STROLLING, &c.-As soon as the veBscl is anchored and properly cared for one of

the .first things is to go ~hore a.nd 'take stock.' Soon a dory may be soon lea.~ the v(i88e1'l!I

side. One or two men moe rowing and the others are grouped in the bow IlJld stern. Rowing

toward one of the rude wharves tha.t line the 8~ore, they all scramble up, and, making the dory fa8t,
spread Ollt over the town, generall;}' in little knots of two or three. In aceordanee with the habit
of Newfonndlanders, they enter any house that may soom attractive, and without any introduction

proceed at onoo to talk of the fish, the bait, their trip, or kindred sulUect8 of mutnal interest.
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They are very likelj- to ask if milk call be bought there, or where they can buy it. Quite often

something stronger than milk is asked for, and wines or gin or rod rum are drunk. None of our
men became intoxicated to excess, though two 01' three came aboard in a pretty jolly condition.
Sometimes the men did not go into any of the houses, but contented themselves by talking to the
men they met on the street, or strolled arotlnd the town or into the outskirts, noting the people

and the houses.

·'DANCRs.-One of the f<worite pastiwes of a. crow, while' iu baitin,' is a dance. 80 often have

they had these dances in Newfoundland that one of the first questions that a 'livier'· pnt!> tAl a.
new-comer is, 'Are you going to get up a dance" Usually they hire the honse of some native,
imd when they have no fiddler in the crew hire some one to fiddle. They then summon all the girls
in the place by a geueral invitation. The crow, during our cruise, went to sever.tl dances, two of

which they got up themselvcs. At Bay of Bulls, on our last baiting, they decided to have one of
these dances, and secured it most miserable house for this purpose. There was no fiddler, but only

a boy who sang for them, or, according to the Newfonndlaud vernacular, made ·chin-music.' The
reports from th~ party OIl the foilowing moming made me anxious to 800 one of thos(l dances, and

I was thereforc glad to hear talk of their having ullotber one.

"I went into the room-the living-room of the house-in which the danciIlg was to take

place. The ball had alreal1y opened. 'fhe room was one of the poorest I bad yet seen. even in
Ne\vfonndland. The uneven floor was utterly barren of carpet, mats, or any covering. A 8haky,

crazy-looking lamp on one wall threw it digmalligllt about, and showed the crew and about eight

girls seateQ on benche8 that lined tbe wall. III the immense fire-place sat the mother of the

family, holding in her arms a baby of two :rears. 'Vhen I entered, the host was le.uling off with

au opening break-down. His uuwieldy movements as he tried the doulJle-suuftle ill hit; heavy
cowhid.e boots were very gror~!!'(lu~. The orchestnb furnish(~d 'chin·music.' Thn musician 'tI.'as a
young man wbo hummed in a sort of grunting nalSi~l tone various tunes of proper time for ..quare
dances. It is utterly impossible to describe the sound which this musician lll'odu:-ed; it was a liue·

cession of nasal tones in the kes of C. The minstrel was at intervals iuspired by sudl words as these,
"fhat's it, Thommy, me b'y, gi' de bies a tune,' and kindred exhortations. Their dances were all
the square. dances, and generally the well·known lallcers. The various figures were called off by oue
of the crew. The sailors apparently enjoyed themr;elve8 just as well as if the mnsic had boon ver~'

much better. They paid the old man a couple of dollar/j for his house, gave the I:Iwoot singer it

{be, and were finally on board the vessel at about four o'clock in the morning."

42. PUBLIC SERVICES.

SERVlOES IN TIMES OF WAR.-Tbeimportance of the fisheries to the pl'Ospel·it.v of natioll~ has

frequently been alluded to by the writen; who have taken this subject hlto collsideration. In Sa­

bine's "Report on the Priiwipal Fisheries of the American Seas" t numerous instances are given

in Which the fi.sh~rmen 'Of the Ullitoo Statm. have rendered important i>6rviCl:8 of this kim\.
The peopl", of Marblehead, Gloo.ceswr, Salem, Beverl~')and other fishing ports of New En glantl

were 'among the foremost to meet thB unemy in the Revolntionary war. The privateers which

played 80 importaot a part then and in the war of 1812-1815 were largely manlled by fishermen,

especially thoae from NeWburyport.
"The servi.ooa of the poople of Marblehead," says Sabine, "are entitled to particulnr notice..

They were invaluable upon the sea and upon the land. When, in 1774, the port of Boston was

• A Jellidc.Jut of 1Jlo NewfoWld1all.d ooast Is, In llshermen's w.Iect, 8. "Iivier."
f,PIpIl96-mo.
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shut by act of Parliament, they tendered to their suffering brethren of the capital tho use of their
W!.Hl.f\'eg 111llI "ton'hDIHH'S free of dlllrge. The first. aetna1 ~yowal of offensin~ lJostilit,Y against

Eligland which is to he found in the revolutionurr annUls, is lIU act plll;sed by the l'roviucial Oou­
gress of 11a:;;saehllsdLs ill )itJ\'('llluer, IT73. It was framed hy Elbridge Gerry, a mercl1ant of Mar­

hldll:"all, 'WllOlill hllsilles" <!l'pewled l1}lon tlle fi.~Leric.~. It authorized captures upon the sea.

'Vitii its pream hIe it was priUll:'11 ill tIle LorHloll Magazine !lEI a political euriosity, and .Tohn Adams

calls it' Olle of the 1llOHt importilut docllmentOJ iu tLI~ history of the HcvolutiolJ.' Who' hoisted the

first Americ:m flag~' and t n whom 'tile first British fin;,!" WH." strnck l' are questions in dispute be­
t ween the flil'n(1::i of djtrl~n~nt e1aimant~; but JIlr. Adaills cOllf\'I'1>l both honor!'; ul'nn ,Tohn Manly,

of MarbleLeatl, W[1O captL1n,d a transport hayill~ on board It mortal', wLieu, transferred to Dor­

chester heig;ht~, 'dmYe tile English army from B mltOil , and the Ilav:y from the harbor.' The fish·
erlIlCU of thi~ tOll'll apP('lIl' to lw entitled to the same precedence in !laYHI a:lfairs under commissions

authorizt'll by thc ContilJcutal ()ongTcHt'>, SillC(~ it is stated that J01n Sc!man alld Nicholas Brough­

ton were the first com IIIauu('rs 11Plwiuted hy \V a sLing tOll aftl'r he assulned the direction of affairs.
Auother commauder of merit was Mugford, who tooK a IJowder ship em'ly in the war, and perished
ill the clIterprisl'. AwI still atlOtlier wa~ Samud Tllcl,cr, who, 8uC(~(,88flll bf'~'ond his compeers, is

said to Danl capturetlllJore British gUlliil ami BritislJ Sf'lllllen tilan Paul Jones, or any other captain
ill the Herdee of the thirteen 8t ates. Of tLe exploits of iudividuals of humbler rank, two examples

Jllust sullie". I II 178:3 'tlJree but'>' were put on bonrd of a, brig at Quebec to be !'Ie,nt prisoners to

England; ou the pa-8llage HIPY g:linp(] IHisses8ion of the vei'sd awl carried her safely to Marble·

IH'ltd~ their Dll,th'e tOWll. TLe /;<lllle }Ta.r three other young fishermen-all minors-prisoners in
the British ship Livdy, cOlIl~l:'iverl the Jlhm of capturing her, anu, inuucing ten other prisoners

to join tlwm, \\-efX' 8uCCf's.sflll; and, (:mllllwting their prize to Hanwi:I., made sale of her for a large

sum.

"For seniee ill the fieirl Marblehead raised oue cutire regiment. It has beeuI'emarked of these
'fi"hernwn soldier,,' that, iUUlwl to fatil,tllt' and hanlship, they were not reduced by sickness or

camp dl~.ea.8es lluring tlJe war. 'filiI> 11."g-imellt eOmliosed i1 part of the foroe of the illustrious com­

muru!nr-l11-dlief ill l:Ii1'l rHtreat tln'ol<gll Xi~lr Jerser, .and iu tho crisis of tile Whig {lllU$e. The
AUll'l'lean army, compo81'tl of regulars amI militia, lmrdly tlJree thousand in number, almost desti·
tutl\ of tents allll utensils fur cooldng, hadly armed, nearly naked and barefooted, dispirited by
losses and ,,'onl 11I,WlJ by sufferiug"s, wen' pl11'81Wl1, in Xovember and December, to the Dortherlybauk

of the Delaware, b J· th(' well-appointed army of the CIJemJ, flushed by success, alld panting for 0.

last,decjSI"-(l victory. Ito, a mOIlWl)t tJw l1estrl1ctioll of Wa,shiJJgtOll, either from the waters in

frout or from the royal troops in rear, seemed certain. l'Le heroic darillg of the men who, perhaps,

saved him, and with him their country, is nowhere relateLl.i1l lJistory. But Henry Knox, the chief

of artlllery, wh08e own serdces ou t.he occa.':Iion will ever be remetnbcwd and excite admiration,

ilas done them jllstice. After tile peace, aml while General Knox was a- member of the legislature

of Ml1s,sacbllsetls, an application Wflt' m<trle oy cjtjzens of Mal'hJeht'lld for the charter of a bank.

Their petition Wl~$ oIlpo>\ed. lIe l'Ose and stated their claim!". 'I am surprised,' be Baid, I that
:Marblclwatl should ask so ~mall a prit'ilege as that of banking, and that there should be opposi­
tiOll to it. Sir, I wif;lI the members of this body knew the people of ,Marblehead as well lUI I do.
T conlll wish that they lJad stood on the banks ot'tho Delaware River in 1717, in that bitter night

when the comm alldedll<chit'f had drawn up his littJe army to croSS it, a.nd had S6ClJ the powerful

curren t bearing' OIl wal'll the floating masses of ice wbieh threatened destruction to whosoever
should venture upon its bosom. I wish, that when this occurrence threatened to defeat the enter­

prise, the,\.' could have heard that distinguished warrior demand, 'Wbo will lead. ns ou" and seeu



SA.ILOR FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND. Sl

the meD of Jlrfarblehead, and Marblehead alone, stand forward to lead the army along the perilous

path to unfading glories and honors in the acllieycrucnt.s of Trenwn. There, ,~ir, went the fisher­

men of Marblelwad, alike at homo UpOll lanll or watf'r, alikn ardent, piltriof,ic, 1111(] llllflinehinr
whenever t.lwy unfurlCll tIle flag oft-lie {)OLUltry.'"

Starbuck, in Ids Id~tory ,yf the Alllerieau whale fif.;bery, g+vcs tlle following glowing trihute tr
the publie scnice of tbe whalelllell of thi.q cOIllltry :

"Few interests llUye ex('rfl'd it more mark HI illflllcnce upon the hi.f\tory of t'!J.e United StatN'

tlmn fhut of the fisheriefl. A~i(le from the value tlll''y have had ill a eorume.rdaj ]loillt of viti'''', the,"

llan', 'tlwa,Ys been found to be the DlHB('J'ieS of a har,ly, daring', and illllefatig4hle I'flee of 8t'llllleII,

such liS scarcely any other pnrsnit cuuld llay/, traillt'cl. The pioneers 0(' tlw Ilea, wlm1"meu, WTre

the advanee guard, the fOllow bOlle of dvilizatjon. Exploring e.xpedition~ follow(~d aft e1' to glP,lU

where tbt'y hau reaped. III Ow frozen 8eas of tbe north 3IHI tilt' south tLeir keels plnwed to the

extreme limit of navigatiou, and he't.ween llw fropic!' tht'y puuawd their prl''y tl.rough regions lH'Ter

before tra,erscd by the ve8sP]s of a eivi1izerl t'ommthlity. TIolcliJlg their liyt'~ in t beir lJalld8, as it

were, whether t.hey harpOOlH'd tlle ]eviatLall in t1.w d~'ep or put iuto BOllII:' hi tbel to unknown port for

sllpplic8, no l'xtrcme of 1)(':lt or cold ('ould (lallIlt tllero, nu thOllght uf danger bold them ill e}lt·('k.

'l'heir lives have eveT been OIle continual rOllnd 01 hair-hreadth p8eapeH, ill \\l!idl Illt' rid, Wllf:\ alike

shared b;y officerH and men. :No ~hiI'k eould finu all opportunity to indulge ill l'IJirkill{.!. 110 eowanl

a clmllee to di;lllla~v hif; ('owHnlice, amI ill tllt,jr ]1a7.ar(lou~ life iIH',oIIIlwl,'nti:< W('l'l' HIH·,'dily w('t'dt'd

onto Mati;\' a tall' of llallr.;l'r :\lld toil lLlld snflering, Ntartling:, s('yel"<" HIlll uonihh" iJal> illllmillt'tl

the IHlg'es of th,- history of tlli::; IHlnmit, f1J1(ll>caree all.Y, cyell till' humhh'st ot tllt'!<t' lwnl,\ llI:nilH'l"S,

bnt can, frOlll his own experiellee, mITrale truths ,.;trallger tlUlli fletioll. III Ulany 1'01'1";. UfllPlig

hundreds of i81andEo;, on mUllY seas tlll:~ tl<1g of the COHntry from wLidl tl(('~" HaIl"ll wn", fir,~l dl:>pla,1t'd

from the mast-head of a wlmle-sl.dp. l'nrsuillg" Ihl'il' ll'vo(~ation \vlH,rt'Yl'r l~ l:kllH'l' IJl'I''''('1I11'd, 1111'

AIlH'ricHlI flag was "first unfurled in au Engli",h J1mt from the dl'l:k of Oil\' Aweril:f111 W11H1l'1l11l1l, and

the port8 of the wcsterll COll8t of Sonth Anwriea 1iJ"~t lll'lteid lh~ 811lH.; amI fltril'('H ,.;ho\\'ll ;I,~ I IIf'

staTldard of another. It lIlay he safl~l'y all[~g('tl that, Ullt. till' thf'm the weiltellt ('t'I'all" ,,"unit, 111lh'l,

longer have been compaJ'ati'l'ly 111l1;1l0WlI, Hlul with equal truth may it lIt'1'-aid tl'll! WII:llt'\t'l' 01

honor or glory the Unitetl Stat('1l Ulfty 1m\"e W()1l ill it", exploratiolls of ll!eHe t)t:,'all"'. llll' U(,(,(,,,,,'ly

for tlmir exploratiolls \va,.; II tl'il'ut\, wruug from the Oo\,(' 1'1Il1i{,ll t, tllOugh !lol wit hOllt ('anJt'~l a lid

continued effort, to the intereHt", of on1' maI'ill('r~1 who, for yearl'- hdol'e, lwd llunml'll tilt' wlwlt, ill

these ullchartt'l1 seas, alit! tlll'e[lt1('d their wily wiill vxlreJl1('l't Carl' alllOl'\! tl~(·s(' llllll,";.;,")'jl",<!

islands, reefs, amI shoals_ Into the flell! OpelH'rt by Illl:rn ftowt'd the tTlHlt- or till' cj\'ilizl'tl \\ (lll,:

III their footsteps followl'd Ghrist,jnuit.y. TilleY intro!ll1eed Ihe miilsiollaJ',; 10 lip\\, HI':lt')'("~ ,IIUM·fI(:

Tless, and made his preSCllce tpnil hle. SHyl"; a writer in tht' IJom!oll Qnnrled.Y HI',it'w: ''fl)l' W11,11('

fishery first opened to Great, Britain (I, bf'lll'fieial iuterCtHII'l'e witL tllfo coa"! 01 H!'alJisjl A n:t'l"il':!; it.

Jed in tll{\ Requel to the independence of the SlIauiHll colonies.' • • • 'But for 0111' \\haln,.;, w\'

, never miglJt LaYA fOlluded our colonies in Van Dieman';; Land IIllll AUf:.tra.lill-or if WI) had we ('ouhl

not have maintained them ill tbelk early stages of dangt,r and IJri\'utioJl, }11)reOVer, our illtimue,Y

with the Polynesiaus must be traced to tlJe same Hource. The whaler;; were thl) flnlt that tradet!

in that qnarter-tiler prepared tlle field for the missionaries i and the sallle thing is now in pro·

gress in New Ireland, New Britain, am] New Zertll1nd.' All that the EngliHh fishery has done for

Great Britain, the American fishery has -dolle for the United States-and mote. In war our NaY~'

bas dra.wn npon it for some of itB sturdiest and hra\"cst seamen, sud in peace 0111' commt.'l'cial mariu0

haa fonnd in it its choicest and most skillful officers. In connection with the tod-fl.shery it schooled
the sona of America to a knowledge of their own strength, a.nd in ita protection developed and

BRa lV--6
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intensified that 8pirit of self-reliance, independence, and national power to which the conflict of from
1775 to 1783,.wafl a natural and nooessaI)' resultant."

The Boston J oumal of Commerce of January 2o, 1879, in speaking of some of the old whalers
sunk in Charleston Harbor during the late war between the States, gives the following acconnt of
the capture of oue of them from tho British:

"The Oorea came from England tluring the Revolution, bound for New York with army stores.

Puthng into Long Island in a storm, a small vessel with nearly one hundred fishermen put out to
cJapture her, and, with only four men and a boy on deek, anchored on the fiBbing grounds, and
wem apparently busy fishing when a gun from the Corea summooed her crew to run down to her,
and when alongside a part of the crew were made to bring their fish on board, While the English
sailors werc looking at their prize one of the fishernlen threw some fish on the schooner's dook,
Qnd the armed men swarmed up from the hold and on board of the Corea, which was taken to "New

Bedford, and eventually became a whaler,"
During the war of the rebellion the Xavy'\>f the North, as bas already boon stated, received

large accessions from among the fishermen of New England. Two or three companies of infantry
were recruited at Gloucester, the members of which were chiefly fishermen.

Capt. F. J. Babson, collector of customs for the port of Glouceflter, gives the following concise
fltatement of the relation which Gloucester has held, and still holds, to the United States as an ele­
ment in its system of coast defenses: " For the defense of the Union in the late war it is esti·
mated that fifteen hundred men went into the service from Gloucester, two-thirds at least being
Keafaring mell or fishermen. The availa.bility of fishermen for offensive war on a foreign nation
must be computed on the privatcering basis, At least fifty swift-sailing steamers for privateering

could ohtain creW8 in Gloncester in oue week, while service in the regular Navy is not, and never
will be, popular with our people. Our men desire chanoos for promotion, such M is possible in
the volunteer service in the Arm~', and the country, if she ever fights, mnst fight a war of the
people, by the people, and for th~ people,"

There is an almost complete lack of statistics showing to what degree onr fishermen rendered
8ervice during the late war. It may be taken for granted that fishing towns furnished their full
quota to the Anny for these wars, no diBtinction in the llrafts between mariners and landsmen,
while all of them contributed a greater or less number of men to the naval forces of the north,
Most of the men entering the "Navy, as well as a large number of those who joined the Army,
were volunteers. The extent to which fishermen were employed in the Navy is not under­
stood, even by persons, not residents of fishing communities, who J)rofess to be well informed on
such matters. The fisbermeuUI'Iually went to large recruiting stations, such as those in Boston or
New York, and no record was made of their former aecnpation. After the war had closed, eearoely
a. fishing vessel sailed from Glonct>,ster or any other large fishing port which had not in its crew

several veterans.
The following account of t,he r&'Ii8tance of a whaling captain to being captured by the Confed

erate privateer Shenandoah, as recorded in the newspapenl of the time, servea to ilIuatrate the
dogged determination and courage of a New England whaleman. .

Capt. 'l'bomaa G. Young, of t.he Favorite, of Fairhaven, a man between sixty and 86venty years
old, who had all his- property invested in his vessel, loaded his bomb guns and other weapoDsand

took his stand on top of the cabin of his doomed vessel, and, when the Shenandoah's boat came along­
Bide, drove her oft' by threatening to fire upon her. Captain Waddell; of the Bhenandoah1 ordered
bls gunDer to train a gnn on the Favorite and tire low; but Young's Ilubordinates, having in vain
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tried to dissuade thi.\ old bero from l'esistance, remo\'ed the caps from bis guns, and, taking a boat,
pulled off to the Shenandoah. Another boat. was l;ent alongsille and tbe officer ill charge hailed
the old man and commanded him to o;urrender.

The brief difllo,g-Ile which now took place wm.; too full of seaman's c.xpleti...-rs to be :repeated in

this place. Captain Young defied the privateero;mell, ill the most emphatie words, HInT al; tue men
boarded his ship he leveTl'd his hnge bomb-gUll and pulled the trigger; bnt tLe piece, which had

been tampered with, failed to explode and he was 800D made a prisoner.

FISHERMEN EXEMPTED }'RO:ro[ TAXATION IN COLONIAL TlMES.-WLen the colonies of Massa.­
chnsett8 and Virginia were establillhed, it seems to bave been the intention of the EngljRh Govern·

ment t,o encourage ill every pOAsible maImer the establishuleut of fisheries j in faet, one of tLe chief
objects of the 'Massachusetts colonies in seeking a station 130 far north upon the coast was c\ideutly

to gain increased facilities in the prosecution of this iudustry.
In the early history of the J'l'IassacllUsetts COhlllil's may be fonnd numerous acts whose direct

purpose was to encourage men t.o engage in the fisheries. Many of tbe...e llroviUe for the exemp·
tion of fishermen from military ser\'ice. TIle follOWing law is reemded as baving been passed:

"At tbe Generan Comtc, houldf'n at BORton, the 22t.h of the 3th MO, called 1IIay, 163!J." "All
fishermen, while they are abroad during .tiSUiIlg seasolls, shipcarpentt'rs, w('~ follow that calling,
& miller1S shall bee exempted from training, yet they are to bee furnished with arms."·

Again we fiud another act IJassed:
"Att a Gennerall Courtl' llCltl at Boston, 14 of October,165V' "In answer to y" peticcon of

Edw RailJsford, Gamaliel Waite, JOllll Shawe, 1I1atbew Abd~-, Richard George, John reel,
Riehnrd Hollige, Richartl \Voodhoul:'le, Hobt Linkborlle, Abell Porter, PeteT Till, Abmham
Browne, Jno Mellows, fishermen, humbly desiring that thfY ma;r be exempted from tr.tJ'nings
during time of the fishing SC!UlOIl &c, the Court grants their reguest."t

HUMA.NE SERvlCEs.-Importa1Jt servioos are cOIlstantly being rendered by the fishermen in
t,he way of re1Scuing vessels and men in peril. The medal of thE'> MaS8uchllsetts Ilumane Society

has frequently been awarded to fishermen, and in several instances valuable gifts have been

received by our fishermen from foreign Governments, especially from Great Britain, for services

rendered in saving the lives of British subjects. A long chapter might be devoted to recounting
instances of heroism, where lives have been saved by our fishermen at great ril>ks to themselves:
by acts of daring, which scarcely any but IDen like our fishermen, thoroughly accustomed to the

sea, would hBve dreamed of attempting.
'R is a well-known fact that fishermen babitually take extraordinary risks in rescuing their

shipmates, or others, in peril. Whittier has nnintentionally douo a great injustice to the New

EnglQUd tlsbermen by the implications expressed in his poem, "Skipper Ireson's Ride":

Small pity COl' him J He I;II.Ued away
F10m a }I'aklng lIhip in Chaleur Bo.y­
Sailed away from 0. sinking wl'6Ilk
With hill own town8peopll' Oll her d61lk.
"Lay by, lay by," they 111101100 to him.
Book he answered, "Sink or swim,
Brag of YOul' catch of fiIIh again I"
And oJf he aailed through the fog and the rain t
Old Floyd Ireeon, for his ho.rd heart,
Tarred and feathered fWd Cll,rried in a cart;
By tho women of Marblehead.

-1630. Th4llegUlaturo of MIIIl8lI(lhu8lltta po.llsed an Belt w free from all dutiffl and public taxM aU utatel!l em­
ployM in 0IItchlng, making, or t:rMUlporting Il.sh. All &hennen, during tbe 116ll;80U fol' busiuell8, alld all ahip.boildera
were, by the eame act, ~nllOO !'rom trainiOKi. [Hotch., 1,92.] Holmes' Amariaan Annals, 1riOfi, voL i, p. 312.

tRMordA ofM-aohmettA, vol. iv, Part I. page 3Ul.
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As a ma.tter of justice we print in If. foot-note what is doubtles8 a true review of the fact8
of the case; it appeared in the Marblehead Statesman."

--------_.- ------------"- ---- ------~--_ ... -.-_._-----
~ SKIPPER IRESON.

Many" time when traveling awa)' froID hil< nstivt' heath t,he writer haslIlet individuals whose only knowledge of
onr W'0d old town was that ga;Ut1d from rea<JiIlg: the poem of lIfr. Whittier which is the theme of this EU'ticle. When
l.he formnla of introduction had proceeded far flIlough to II,nnOllnee that we were from Maxblehead, the reply has too
often come, "Oh! yes, Morble'en.d, where old FInd OirflOn for his hnrd hert was tard and feathered and eorrid if' a
eon." 80 often has this been re-peated that t-here grew wilhin us n. feeling of exasptlration, and the very uame of
\Vhit-ticr had an unlllelloBaIlt Bound. l'hi~ oxperience gay,," liS the firm re~olv() that, if opportnnity ever offered, we
wOI1M pllllle upon reccrd th" protesl, vi on" 1>J9rhlebeader agaJn..t- the lillel ~>Qu bill nutive to-WI! and tb" im/UJt npon
tho fair fame of hoI' nohIe wO\n$ll. We haw-, been forf'sta-llcd in our original dl'~ignby t.he publication of tJtO kne story
of Skipper Ireson's ride, by Mr. Sumue1 Roads, jr., in hi.~ "History fl,nd TTilditions of Marblehead." Imm\\diately upon
the pnolics.tion of the l}istory by Mr. Roads, th" lloet seot him a lctkr, in which he gracefully acknowledges the truth
of the ~t()ry as told hy Mr. Roads, and hears t~timoDY to the honorable record of old Marblehead. Mr. Roads's story
is liS follows:

"On Sunday, October 30, 180e., the Bchoonl\r Betty, commandod by Skipper Beojaroin lreaon, lLl'Tived from the
Gnu,,] BanKJl. .8JIOTtl.... after t1leir iLTlivll1 t.hf\ new rllpOHl'rl that~.t midillgllt on the previous Friday, when offOapl'
Coil liF:ht-bomse, they paMed the ~choOIH'rActive, of Portland, wlJich was in a sinking condition, and that the skipper
had refuaed to renl1cr any a~istance to tIl(' unfortunat-e men on board the wnck. The excitement and indignatioLl
of the peol1]e upon the reception of this llews call he better imaghwil thnn described. Two vessels, manned by willing
\'olnnteers, were imme<ljatel~' dispatclllJc] to the scene of disaster, with the llOpe of their arrival in Ume to save thll
shipwrecked saiioTs. But tlleir mi88ion ,"ae a failure, and they returned with no tidiuga of the wreck. The resent·
ment of tll~ peop1" wlU! still furtJ:u,r provoked wlum, on the following day, the eloop Swallow arri-ved, ha ... ing on board
Cllptaill GiLboml, tho llilli!ter of tlll> iJI-fateu schooner. He corrohorate<1 the story told by tbe crew of the Betty, and
stated that the Active apmnR a It'ak at about 11 o'clock on Friday night. An hour later thO! Betty was Bpoken, 'hut,
cODtrary to tbe principles of hum,fl,nit~·,' she sailed away witbout giving any llBIIistallce. On Saturday, Captain
Gibbons and three of the plUlsengers w('re taken off the wreck by Mr. Hardy, of Truro, in a whale-boat, Four other
peJ'l<ons ......ere ldt on the wreck, but the storm incnased 80 rapidly that it WN! founiL impollllible to return to their
rescne. Cltptain Gibbons W8Il! phwed on board the rtovenne cmtte:t Good Intent, and afterwards went on board the
aloop Swallow, in which he Clime to Marhleh<'l1d,

"ThiR statement, by one who hl1d $0 1llloITowly eBlJapf'd II, watery grave, made a deep impreasioLl upon the fulher·
IIwn, and they determined to demollstrate their disaJlI.roval of Skipper lre@on's conduct by a 6ignal act (If vengeance.
Acr_ordingly, on a bright moonlight night, the nnfortunats akipper Wa-B allildenl~· lIOi~ by 6ev&lI.l powerful men anil
sel'l1rely llollnd. He was then placed in a dory, and, beBIllell,~~] from hellcl to feet with tar and feathers, WIUI dr~gged

IlJrongh the town escoTt-ed ]'Y II multitude of men Rnd boya. Wben oppoBite the looality now known lL!I Work­
house RoekR the botUlm of tile dory c'Ime out, anti the pri90u('r linil;hed the remainder of his ride to Salem in a
cart. Th(' anthorities of that city forbade tho entrance of the strango I,rocession, and the crowd returned to Marble­
head. Throng-hout tlle entire proceeding Mr. IT"'lOn maintained a dignified silence, and when, on arrivibg at his own
home, Ill) Wa~ released f"om euatody, hiB only remark Wll.l!, 'I thank you for my riiLo, gentlemen, but yon will live to
regret it.' Ria words ,,·ere ]lro!Jhetic. When too l,'Lte to make rol'aration for the wrong they had committed, tbe
im !,ulsive fialw.rnlcn relllizeil that they lwd perpetrated an act of the grcateat injnatice npon a.n innocent man.

"At t,hia late day, when for Jeare his memory ha.'! ]'een defnmed thronghuut, t-he la.nd, a.nd the fu.ir name of the
women of MIi'l"uldliead hJl<S been <'lullied by the lictitio!lil' iltory of one of \lUT bfflt New England paetg, it is but julft that
the true story oft-he affair ~houh1 he ,,·ritten. Skipper Ireaon W:l8 not mor.., to blame than his crew, and, it is believed,
1I0t lit all. \Vben the ....-reck wall spoken and the cry nf digtre5fl WM beard, a terrifio galo was blowing. There WM a
consultation on board the Betty 8S to the COllTII{l to be pnrsued, and the crew decided not to endanger their own li ....es
for the ~ake. of Having otllers. Finding that- they were re&lluto in their deter:minat,ion, Skippcr Ireson proposed to lay
by the wl'CQk all night or until the al,GI'm abOllld ahate, and th(~n go to the rescne of the uufortnnam men. To this
they also delDlIrred, and insiElted on proceeding on their homeward voyage without delay. On their arrival at Marble­
bf'litl, fcW'i1Jg the jllst indigDlI.tio-n of tlJ8 people, they l~id tbll ell tire blame npon t1le Blripper. This vereion of t,]Jt'

affair is g-el\erally Il.CcepWd a.B true, anu for the credit of the town, be it said, that it i!l one of tbe few incidllIlt8 In it.
entire history th&t its citizens have any TOal!On to regrat."

Mr. Whittier'a liltter ia aa follows:
"OAK KNOU.. D&NVEK5, Fiftll-'r1WRth, 18, 1$.

"My DEAR }'RlIU."D; I heartily thank thee for a copy of thy' Bist-ory of Marblehead.' I have raad it with great
interest and thillk good use has becLl Dladll of the abnndant mat<lrlal, No town In E8Bex County hili! l\ record roore
honoralile tb&Il Marblehead; nu one bas done more to develop the industrial interest of our New EnglAnd _board,
aJld certainly nODe bJl,ve g!vell. such evidence of lItl1f'8lI.Crificing pat,riotism. I am glad tbB story of it bu been at lallt
told, &Ild told 80 well. 1 have now no doubt that thy veralou of SkippeT Ireson 1.8 &, OQrr6ct one. My velll6 Wli8 solely
founded on a fragroent of rhyme which Iheald from oneofmy early schoolmates; a n&tive of Marblehead. 1 ll11ppoMd
the awry to whieh it referred dared back at loaet Ito century. I knew nothing of the particula.rs, aDd thll na:rratlve of
the ballad lV.IlB purel'anc,y, 1 am glad fo:r thellBke of truth and jnatk6 th.t; th6IeaJ fJilcl:8a-reglveII in th,y book- .1
certainly would uot knowiugly do inj'lstioo to anyone, dead or living.

•, I am truly thy friend, "JOHN G. wlIIT'l'lEB."
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Numerous instances of humane acts by fishermen are on reeord; II volume could be filled ill

their narration, and we quote here tW() or three as examplr-s of mUDS: ..

About the year 1863 a fi"hing schooner, commanded hy Capt. '.fl](lmaH Dt>ueh, of ,Gloucester,

encountered a heavs gale on Geurge';; Ban];;, ill wlJich she wail driveIJ from her allcllurage and met

with some damage, losing amung uther things a boat. Soon after tilt) g-ale llr-gan to moderate, and

while ~yet the spa was Ycry rough, she fell ill with a Bl'itish Hssd in a sinking condition. 1'\ot

having any boat, it was a, prol:Jleltl how the fidlPrwen could succppd in rescuing the impcriled crew.

This they did by takiIlg some of the ice-houf;(' planks whidl were in their .essel's hold and nailing'
them to the bottom of a gUrI'y-ppn.· Witll tbis imperfect !loat. theS Hueeeedrd in re8ening the crew

from the sinking ves8eI and hrollght. j,bem to G!oncest,er. For this humane and daring act., per­

formed under such difficult circumstances, the captain was awarded a ,ery fine telescope by the

British Government.

The following paragraph, from the Cape Ann Ad'Vcrtiser, .April 22, 1881, gives an idea of the
nature of the rescues which are frequent,ly made:

"A DA.RING DEED---Two GLOUCESTEI1 MA.RINERS RISK THEIR LIVES TO RESC17E A COM­

RA.DE.-The two men who went from the 8cllOoner Star of tbe Bast, Captain Dowdell, to rescue

Albert :1<'. }<'itch on Brown'8 Bank on the 3d instant, as narrated in our last, issue, were Michael
Doyle HoDd .Josellb Hackett, and they are deserving of grea.t. credit. Fitch \Vu,s washed overboard

while engaged in dressing fish, the schooner beillg at anchor upon the Bank, and was fortunate
enough to catch hold of a l'lhif'ting plank which was washed O\'erboard, OIl which he succeeded in

keeping aflou,t for an honr and ten minutes before being picked up. [This is }lrolJably an error in

regard to time.] It wa~ blowing a. heaYJ" gale from the northwest, with a strong t.ide running to

leeward, and any attempt to go tc> his rescue wa-s fraught with great peril. But, unmindful of the
Ilerious risk.. Doyle and lI>wkett jumped into an oItI dory and st.arted away before tbe wind and sell

to rescue their imperiled comrade. After they got him on board of their frail boat they found it

absolutely impossible to rtlturn to their Yessel, but succeeded in boarding the 8choouer Joseph 0.,
which was also lying at anchor on the Bank. It took 80me three hOllIS ot' constant labor, after

arriving ou board the Joseph 0., ro resuscitate Fitch, and the three men remained on board the

latter ves8el from Sunday night until-Tnesday afternoon, when the Stu,r of the East was signalized

a.nd ran down and rook the men on board."

The Cape Ann Advertiser, of the same date, alBo contains the following note:

"RECOGNITlON OF :BRAVERV.-Collecror Babson haa received the llum of '150 from the Massa­

chusetts Humane'Society, to be handed over to the crew of the fishinll 8cbooJlt~r Laura Sa} ward,
~f tbis port, for their heroic conduct in rescuing the crew of the British schooner Maggie Blanche,

in the midst of a furioWl gale on Georg'e's last September. Two of the crew, James Lord and Dean

Crockett, who went in a. dor;r and took off the captain and mate of the Maggie Blanche, who were

lashed to the wreck, will also receive the medals oftbe society. It will be remembered thllt the

men named have also received handsome watches from the British Got"ernIDcnt in recognition of

their bravery. The Maggie Blanche was bound from Digby to Barbadoes; her owner, who was on

board, and two of' her crew, were, drowned. I)'he master, Cllpt~ John C. '>;linchester, and mate,

Thomas Lewis, were lashed to t,he deck when the wreck was discovered hy the Laura Sayward.

Oapt. James Moore, master of the 1atter vessel, finding that the wreck was likely to sink before

the men could be rescued, promptly cut his cable to allow his vessel to drift, and Crockett and

Lord pot oft' in a dory, at the risk of their Iives; and succored tll e imperiled mariners."

• A gurry-pen is a.n obloug pen on the deek of tbe ve!l8l\l, u~ually 12 feet by 4 or 5 feet, and without any lJattom,
which is lIIlOtIl'ed to the denk by laIlLini&- In thIs ill put the oft'll.l of the &h, or fulh-prry, while the ve/l6el is on th.,
aau..
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43. COSTUME OF THE SAILOR-FISHERMEN.

Fifty years ago the cootume of our fishermen was similar to that of the average European
fishermen of the present day. Indeed, among tlle early records, of tbn I'lymouth colony we find
mentioned a number of articles of fishermen's clothing sent ovor by the English capitalists who

interested themseln~8 in the development of the fisheries. A writer in the" 1~lsherman'sMemorial

and Record Book" describes the dress of the G loncester .fishermau in the olden time as follows: "It
consisted generally of tbe tarpaulin hat and monkey.jacket or Guernsey frock (sometimes both};

the harvel, a stout apron of leather, and the ponderous fishing hoots, of astonishing breadth of
beam, made of the thkkest ofrmset cow·hide, with tops turning ull high over the knees, which,

though cumbrous and heavy, constituted an efficient protection against cold and wet."
The fishing dress t'hiefly in use at the present time if! much lighter, more comfortable, better

fitting, and better made than that worn by any other class of sea·faring men, except by sailors in
the :Navy and on yachts. .At the Fishery Exbibitions at Berlin and London were exhibited a num­

ber of garment8 of muber and oiled cotton which excited much interest. Not only was the excel·
lence of the material a snbject of general remark, but patterns of these garments were requested

by public officers interested in introducing them into use in the fisheries and naval marine of Nor·

way, Russia, and Germany. The contrast between the American clothing and the heavy leather

garments shown in the Norwegian, Danish, German, Rnd Ddtch sections was very striking.
The dress of the fisherman at the present day, with the exception of waterproof articles, con·

sists of trousers, waistcoat, and coat of some woolen fabric. The coat is, however, very frequently

replaced by a monkey-jacket or reef-jacket of a heat')· woolen fabric, and, in warm weather, a
jumper, or loose jacket of calico, gingham, or woo~, similar to tbat worn by butchers. Their nnder­
clothing is nearl,}" alwaYB of some Btout wool, anti their feet are co'\"ered witlt woolen socks. The
ordinary coverings for the feet, when the men are off duty in tbe cabin, or when on deck in warm
weather, are heav;y leather slippers. The head covering is generally a. wide·awake or slouch hat of

felt, though e,cry kind of hat or cap seen on shore is used upon the fishing vessels. A close· fitting

cap of dogskin or lambskin, with flaps for protecting the face, ears, and back of the head, was

formerly commonly worn in cold weather. This cap is still occasionall;y used in winter, but a. broad­
brimmed hat of felt, chip, or straw is in more general use in pleasant weather.

The Quter gannents of the fisherman, worn when he is at work, are put on over' his ordinary

clothing. Since they are peculiar in shape they will be described separately:

Oil traWlers and jacket.-The trousers are made very large and are proTIded with an apron

which covers the entire front of the body with a double layer of cloth, extending high up on
the chest and held in that position b;y straps passing oyer the shoulders. It has wings or flaps

extending back upon each side of the hipll, which are bnttoned or tied with Ii string at the front
of the waist.

The oil.jacket is a double·breasted garment, shaped much like a pearjacket. It has upon the

right-band side an extra flap, called the H weather piece," which buttons over the flap on the left
side, thus effectually excluding the water. The collar is about three inches wide at the back and

is inteuded to stand llJ.l and button closely around the neck. These are sometimes lined with
flannel.

1'Ile ,ou'wlI8wr.-This i8 a hat of the ordinary sou'wester pattern. There are several .hape8
in use among our fishermen. The Cape Ann sou'wester is regarded by the ftghermen 88 better
than any other. .

The juutper.-Tbis is a light oU·clot.h garment shaped like & shirt, bat with the lWl8llest
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poSl!lible opening at the neck and bntwning closely round the wrists. It. exteuds down to thl:! hillS

and i~ worn ontside of the trowsers. This is worn instl'ud of tLe oil.jackct in warm weatbe;,
especia.lly by men dressing .fish.

The barvel.-This is a stout apron of oil·cloth. The harvel is made in tlilhll'cnt shapes:
(a) the barvel proper, which is an apron of heavy oll.cloth, extcndiug from tlll' waist dm·.nward to
below the boot,·tops, and npwa,rds, in a flap, almost to the neck, anu is held ill that position by a
strap passing aI'OllUlI the neck. The flaps almost meet at the back amI aI'!' held ill place by two
strings which cross eaeh other at the Hlliall of the back, passing around the bou;y alld fastening ill

fwnt. It is g{lneralls used .in place of the" pants," especially when cod fishing in summer, and
sometimes when dressing fish, and is occasionally worn ill connection with the jumper or the
jacket; (b) the petticoat barvel, wbich is in general form like the ordinary barvel, tmt bas It IUueb

larger flap, closed at the back and extending under the a.rms. It extends higher up Cll the
waist than tile ordinary barvel. This has but reccntl)' come into ulSe amollg OUI' fishermen, bnt is
essentially the same as the garment worn centuries ago by the I<'rench and English fishermen in
the Newfoundland and Labrador fisheries. These fishCl'nwn used to stand inside of ubarrel
when dressing .fish, and the petticoat hung over Ule outside. 'The petticoat harvel is cbiclly in use
among the hand.liue fishermen and the seiners.

Oil·sleoo68.-These are false sleeves fastened tight about the wrist and extcnding high up
on the arm, generally secured at the shoulder with a button. They are used bS· the men while
dre8Sing fish and haUling the seines or engaged in any other work in which the arms are likely to
get wet.

Monkey-jackets and muJ}'lers.-Therc is comparatively little dift'twence in the temperature OIl the
flllhing grounds in summer and winter, especially on the distant grounds where collI fogs constantly
prevail, and whero, as the fishermen express it; the year is made up of nine months' winter amI
three months late in the fall. The monkey-j:wket is substituted in the coldest weather for the
jumper, and sometimes both are worn together. Tho only special provision for comfort is a woolen
mutfter, or comforter, with which the nock and face are enveloped.

Boots.-FiBhermen's boots are either of leather or rubber, the latter material being in more
general use in winter, while leather is chiefly worn in summer. Ordinar,Y rubber boott>, costing
from '3.50 tU"il5, are commonly used. The hip boots are sometimes, thongh not frequently, worn.
Among the Bank. ft8bermell boots of l'Ullset leather are preferred to the black ones, but whether
red Ot black, the leather fishing boot!;! are generally of thick cowhide or" grain.leather," with \"Ct'Y

heavy sole8.
Quali1i!J of oiled elothing.-The oil·clothes made in New England are acknowledged to bc the

b6l!t in the world. The oil is applied wi~ more skill, the materials are better, and the patterns
the IDOIlt convenient. Both'double and single thickness of oil,cloth are used, the latter chiefly in

summer. All of the garments described, except the barvels, are also made of rubber, and are fr('>­
quently used by the fishermen. These wear longer and are preferred in winter becaUt;e they do not
stiffen or crack ill cold weather; the price, however, is con!iiderably higher. The cost of a j <l,(}ket
and "pants" of oilcloth, in 1880, Walj from $3 to t3.50. A corresponding suit of rubber costl; ~bou t

$10.

IlAND OOVEBINGS.-A variety of coverings for the hands are in use:
tal Woolen mitten8.-These are made of coarse yarn. Inappropriate as it may scem, tlJey are

almost a.lways white. colored mittens being considCl'ed by some fishermen unl ucky or "Jonahs!'
The more liberal fiBhermen respect the prejudices of tbeir companions. These mittens are U800

llOt o.t1Jy for warmth but as Ii protection to the hands when dressing fish. They are always
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washed after the work of dressing the fish is fini8hed. 1I1en going on a long cruise provide

thelD~elvel:l with several llairs of these mittens. They may be bought in the shops for about 50
centi; a pair, but ar(1 often made b;y lllembcm; of a 1!'..;herlllan's family.

(b) Colton mitten.~.-l'hel'le are similar in shape to the woolen mit.tt'llS; the;y are made ofpiec~

of eottoll tIrilling sewn log'('!lwr, and, like the woolen mittelH'!, are whi teo 'l'bey are llsed prillcipall~'

ffl!' dn~:;;:\illg: mackerd ill 1Ill' 81lmmer season amI lWIHlling tue ;;eiuc:;;, llt'ing cooler and wore com.

fOltallle ill warm w{'atht'!' 1han tbose made of wool. The COltOIl olles eost abont 25 cents a pair.

(e) ltulJuer nlittcn,~,-TIJt;se are sometimes lill<'d with flannel, a'fHl whr·u not 80 lined are made

Yer~' laq;n )11 or-ller tu fil OW'. tLe on'lin3.I)' w(,olen mittens. TbeJ am useu to lllimited extent by
tUl' wi lItt']' tl."heruwll II ud eost alwut $1 a pair.

(d) ()i!-mitlen.~.-Th('/o;e aI'''' mmall.y iliadI'. of stout cotton drilling and oiled. They are used in

tIlt; ...,HUle 111;111111:'1' us thlJ uulined ruhher mitten8, being worn over woolen mittem,. .They cost about
;>0 Ct'U ts a JI;lir.

(f) J/IlI;f;l'n:/ ylore.l'.-Tlwsc an, made uf woolen yarn autl resemule mittens, except that the
fording-PI'S ha \'(, st'Jlar,tte con'rings. n.r tIJis nrraIlgmnent l{mater f!'eedom of lHotion is anowed to

fure:":'u!1:ers (If llwn wllo arc l'\'i"eeratin~or "gibbiug" tbe mac.kerel.

(j) IIan(l/,a1t!tn.-TIlPse are tigbt-fitting gloves of woolen ;yarn, with long wrist pieces,

extt'lirliug !Ialf way 11]1 (he (urearlll, and wry short finger and thum b stalls. These are Ufwd b~J the
hund-l i ru, uslll'rllwn in the winter, heing worn with the nippers, described below. 'l'he short
fill~(,N;1aIls are slippot:l'd to IilCilitatt~ the li'ce lise or the fingers in baiting the hooks. Tlle hand·
haulers are not suffieiently common to bt~ kept for sale in the shops.

(0) -,'-ippers.-Thel,1tl re!!elllule wristlets in general appearance, but are worn aronnd theu

lo",'er part of the fingers iUlltead of around the wrist. They are knit of woolen yarn and, like the
mittt'llS, am alwa;ys white. Thl'Y are Ilsed h.r all trawl and hand-line fi8hermeu f but not by mack­
vrel Ili:lllermen. Tbeyare held in the hollow of the ballll, when the line is being hauled, for the
sake of greater t>3.se ill obtaining a g.ip. They are stuffed with woolen cloth in such a manner

that there is a Ilarrow crease ill the center between the two edges, by the friction of which the

hUIld is aided in its efIort .to retain a grasp upon the line. Nippe:rs are for sale in all the shops,
and co!:!t 50cents a pair. Unlike all the other articles of clotlJing and hand wear f the nippers form

part of the outfit of the "essel and are included in the" stock charges," of which the crew pay

ODe-half. The only exoeptioll to this rule is the usage, which occa8ionally prevails, of giving a

suit of oil-elothe,f,f at the- expenIW. of t.he vesMll and cr~w, tc an expert" t>a.ltel'''. for his ~l'viceaon (\
Bank trip. A halibnt vessel f e::qiected to be absent from port about six weeks, carries from a
dozen and a half to two dozen pairs of nippers, and the Grand Banker carries a l'lti1llarger supply,

sometimes four or six dozen pairs. Large quantitiC1! of nippers are made by the fishermen's widows
at Gloucesterf to whoUl this industry affords a partial support. These women also knit some of
the mittens, though the greater pg,rt come from the maritime dit;trict8 of Nova Scotia and Maine.

Nippers are also made b.y the young ladies of seaboard. towns for Bale at chnroh fairs.
(h) Finger-oou.-Tltese are separate finger·stalls of rubber or wool worn by mackerel ftshermell

upon the forefinger when band-lining for mackerel. They are kept in the shops and cost about.5

cents or 10 conti; apiece. ,

OARE OF CLOTHING.-The fisherman's wardrobe is seldom stored in ch6st8 or trunks. The

number of men living in the cahill and the forecastle renders it 1Uladvisable to flJI up the space
with furniture of thi8 dCSCliption. The skipper, however, sometimes carries a chest, or "donkey,"

as the fulhermen call it. The oil clothes, which form the bulkiest pOrtion of the fisherman's dress,
oC which be carries two or more snits, cannot be stowed away in a confined space, but are always
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buug up in some conveniellt place. If they were put away wet they would mold, and if dry they

might heat and ig-uite; aboYe all, it is necessary th:1t they should be ready for use at a moment's

notice. Each member of the crew haa his {)Wll nails or hooks upon which his oil clothes are always
hung. Tht' act of donning the oil·skin suit is called "oiling up." Ever;.' man carries from two
to .five changes of dothefl, wbich ]le stows away in a canvas IHlg called a "clothes-bag." Con\'e.
nience, as well as the fisherman's prejudice against ,alif,;('s, caURes this custom to lw almost mdver­

sall.y obse-nelL 'I'he ba,g ll; about 18 inches in diameter aud from 3 to 4 feet. long, antI is stowell
in tLe back part of the berth. SOIne men Ilse it for a pillow.

BED-CI.OTRlllG,-Allotllcr part of the Ji~berman's outfit, whieL maJ~ proIlcrly he considcl'l'd ill

connectiolJ ",Uh bis wardrobe, is his lred·clothing. This incllldC8 a. mattress, or, more g-euerally, a
sack of a coarse hempen fabric stufI'ed with straw, called a bed·sack. III Gloucester these aro

kept in the outtitting stores alld are fLlrnished by the owners and charged to the llIell j when filled

and ready for ulle they cost $1.25. 'The other bed·clothing, furnislled b;y the men themselves,

cOllsists of bla.nkets or qUilts, of which each man carries one, two, or more. The piJIOWEl are
st,u1fetl with featller.'! or straw, and are IIro\'idml by the men. 'YileIl.'1> man cllangNi from OIJe

ves$cI to aJlOther he carries with Lim his clothes-bag, his uNl.sack, and his' oouclothing; hence

the common expression which is used to describe the man who is lCl1\'ing a vessel and who is said
to "je1'k his straw."

SnoRE CLOTHI1:~.-The clothes which t.he fishermcll wear Oll show are in no war peculiar.
The better classes in Gloucester live at home· 01' ill their llOarding·honscs j and arkr r~turIling

from It trip they cast aside their vessel clothing, and appear well drc&sed and well behuved·

44. FOOD ON THE VESSELS.

Mr. Osborne gives the following list 01 stores carried by a Grand Bank cod schooner with a
crew of twelve men setting out for a three months' cruise:
Beef. ... _.• __ " _•• • " _. .• __ . barrels. _ 5 Coffeil ... . __ ._. . __ .•. ..•. pound._" 1:',
Pork: .• _. ".. ••.... __ " do.... 1 Condensed milk (cana) ' \l11zen.. <I

Pigs' knnekll.l6 _ _._ ...••... do.... 1 Onions .. , '"-'" ,. _ bn~heL_ 1
Butter , pouuds_. 200 Potatooli " " _do.... 10
Lilld ••• _ ' _ do __ -. 1[,0 Beans " _ battd_ _ 1
Flour __ "" . . .,barrels._ 8 Dricc111pples ", . . do. __ • 1

Rioo _"._ bU8LtlJ.. J Dried 11811,8 , llU/iheL 1
Oatmeal do.... t EllSeueo of lemon (bottles) dozen._ 2
Indi= meal _ _•. pounds.. 20 Rlloisins ''''' ..•.•.. lloxes._ -I
Hard-tack crMkcl'll --. "." barrol.: ~ P0l'ller .....••••. ' p(muds.. 2
Cort<.sta.:rch •. •• . " ..... _papen_. 12 Salt .••.• _._._.. " __ " •• __ . ••.. •.•bags_. 3
SII,ICl'lltuS•••.•...• _.•• , ••••••. " •. ,,, ..•.•ponnds.. [j Mru;tal'd _ pOUllds.. 2
Baklng powdllr (packages) c1ozeu_. 4 Clove<l , do.... 1
HOPIJ ' ..•••••• _ __ ••pound.. 1 Ginger _••.• _ ilo.... :.I-
lli'Own sugar, ~. _•.••• .• . -_•.. pounds .. 350 ClUlIliA 0 •• ••• .. do _._. 1

Mol.aaBes _ barrel.. 1 Sage ,,_ _....••... boxes. _ 4
Toa. _ _.. " pounds.. 00 Nutmegs ...••.. " _ " pound.. ~

In connection with his discussion of life on board the vessels, Mr. Osborne speaks of the manner
.in Which th&le articles are prepared for the table. He writes: "From a glance at Hle list of proYis·

ions it is evident that, in the hands of a good cook, there is no reaSOll why the crew should not be

proVided with excellent fare. The table on board the vessel wal,; \'ery goocl indeed; HH' lack of

fresh provif.iioUB was felt, but the bread and the blltter, and, in fact, the fare generalis l was fal'
bettcr.'than that of the P1"Oviuciuls .ill thti ports where wo landed. I was surprised to fin,.] the

fuiliBTmOO living BO well, a.nd spoke of it, asking if it were generally so. In answer to this I was
,informed that on onr vessel living was not better than the average, and that tl1~ crews of many
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vffi8ell'l- fared far better, i>iure, fishing upon groundi3 d~ tf) tht> 8lJ(}l'f>i they hatl lljure frt'qUl.mt

dja.[J~e!l {If Qutai.uing freElh V1"QviS{'lJ:!s."
In f()rmCf ;rear.!l thibenm:ll did lIot faft I';tl wdl u.." at prlO"aent. Capt. Gidoon Bowley, of Prov.

lneetowIl< lIlflJ~ }jis fust tsiiJ to tlt\'. Gra.nU Balik ahout Nil" ,yea-t'1828, ill the :,~llilOIlel' Plant, Up

gl"l.'('t>; the following a;~~"mt <Jf the. p1",-,vi~klml carried by th~ vC&&.<l, l.1nd th(\ t'<IUtiU{; of llfl] Oil bQfHtl
wllile fil:lhing on the Ihwk: "The: sehMIJ/\Y Plaut W:i\!l a. ti>]}BaiJ Ild.loonc-r M 63 tom;. O. ~J., taHSill!;

eight men all<! a u{lJI!{lok, 'Itt, pWWJsi"IJ1lf. fOl' thri!c womhs cO.llsisted ddetty of the f\)l1owhlg artj·

cle..": 1 harrul (If flour, 1 llilTl"d or beef, i I:m.t'!'d oflwrk, 20 hUBhe!t> of mpal, Hi llmslwls of 11<lhlto&>;

tW:1118 i drIed al)pl\~s, J llan',,1 (If ll.lola..>;e,,~ 1 Tnl.lTel of lllllJ, ::! em'dM (>f wool1 fur UIfC in the il:n'plU,fJl\

awl 4.0 barn·ls {If watt'" oometimes Hley earded nt' nour, RJJd tben the Jan1e!' was ulwl1ys 5up[lle­

mented I.W tW{' or t.IHB(~ b~nj:L", l,f HUll, 'J'he '{{.':Sl;e! lltld a hlrge open lltt,p!aP,i" in the fl)J'li'-cr.stk,
ill whicl1 over a· wood- nrc till' c~l;):kiltg Wlit; llnll(',

H Tu'? dailJ" ron tllt(' of mea.l'" wa~ -Rli folluws: llreak fRst at 7.30 1.t. ro., oooicli;,:tivg (If blXIWU bread,
filih chowlim~) ill1d tt>a and Cl)if'ill), lIwl'd_<:rwd wlUI lJ)l)]asl:Ies. V'nJi'tU t.blO"1'(l was lW fish the chowder wa"l

Mpla(wd tty ft di/lh called' l"1motheratiol1,' c<HllpOBilil-of pol3toesl1nd salt.~f. Djul'H-'s at 12_ We.llud

,'W-lU-<'Umel'l l';iIUJl, dther tml.Ue of "ali beef with riw it! it, 1*'fl.. &:mp iJf bean fiOUp. Nothing nutter
beaw.ll but boiled beaus. Brown br&udj voilro Dot.atOfr.8J boB6d beef tWlm, a· weekj \V-ed.neBrlaYl>

and Sundays (when there was ~.er mWIIgh), Wb<lu thN'e wail no fiJlh OIl tbl) table tllcre. Waf> flowe·

Ihiug €1!l~, SLLi.Jh a" corned fr:;b lHld r,ot,atO€s> Of' fried iish, Supper at 6: browIlhread ~nd too fish

or wU<ttevi.'.f l:\lsec wMlleft O\'l'1' fI\\U1 diant.:r,"
Capi;. OhMter :Marr glVl.'J'I the f<.dJowillg des(!l'tprtOll Qf tb('. faM on board the :fisbing vcsge,ls fif

Glouc-e"ter about th€l y~at' 1830; "'{'he Glout"{.'8u,r tlf;\l;:t numbered about My boats, most of them

•Cbehacc-o boot::-' or • dog-lIoJit,'B' au\l Vi ilkiM. Tlw Ina-nUl)l' of ]j \'jng f)J) Dooro at the ve88t~IH

WM nw;y I>impk,; tntl f(loo wail mo:>tly fish, lW meat- at. 11-111 ::l.nll no 80ft. bre4d i Uti butw.\' }tIll' sugnr,

11M kllifto or fork UIIkl;S we lmrrietl thmu ol"lr~·!vei>. Eallh :man hud a Imn and a. mug. \Ve hail

lJlack tea boil\'u ill all irou .!;;.ettl"" vVt:, had our fbotl in onr. tin pan, ;md Mch man had 1) SpOOlJ

and weld all ait'round and uat <JW" ,idu;4JS uut 01 it. We used to make Qur own mf\.tches Qut of

pJne wood and !lulplmr. I "lwllllc,er forget tb~ firilt timti I went t •• the Bay {)f Sai.nt L,'lwrenCf':,

Aloor I Wf:ut Oil ward I asked the t\:hippel' llQ-w lung he had taken stores fl}!'; he -.'lnswel'(jd~ fOl'

abou.t four mouths... Whdll got a ('.han~ I went (lQwn into the hold w !W(', what fl-;, had l and t1:ll;;:

wa" what. I found; 2~ b;-urd8. (If molasse.'!, 1G barrel.. l/f b",td bread; i barrel (If !Salt becl', 9 ronf'l

M pork; ria') potllt(l('-&' l:t<~angl1)epperJ and cbO(ll)late. "

., This was fuT' fQUI' llHmtl.t~. 'We uM.d to biJf! our ehooolat~ with rioo, iu a wIt {If pudding. I

nflV8l' .I>.'iwa bit of 811gm' Oil ye8.'1l'\ll:> jm- ~<Nlt%-nothing bnt ml)I1l~. The WhD[ll outfit did Dot

OO$t $200. W (> livcd jJ~t 80 to b{)lli{~ as we did on ooard of tb~ vefi&elfll llrett.y mU0b."

The tillhenmJllof 10tmer day", emplOyed, at; cook, 1t boy 6f from twelv(! to sixteen ;reats1 "'ha8e
pay WJl.i> almt>$t 1)l}thi1};;', Oil EluDl>&Ul. !i:;;hing vl;'iiliel8 th~ prMtic-c of hariug a bo;y fur I){jok i~ dtilJ

OUiv6rl'la1. TtlI:'> cook of Sew Englallil H*i8e]a Itt tIle Preflellt day, on the contrar:y, is o.oe of the

Dlm>t important m~Il <Ill board; witb th~ slnglu ('scoptioo of tbe ca.ptaill, h<:\ i6 tlm lJ6flt paid mau Qn

tho vl..\Ssel~ arlil ill vftell g-iv&tJ. It "w.~, n- th.at m<tk.~ his remnntmttioll: quit.£! eqnal to that of the ~kjp­

per, He is therefore llspcetoo to he a skillful cook and a gene,rally capa'ble and retia-No man. and
t{l. him i::l usmllls Intrusted the fQBpou&lble duty of naming the quantity of the provisions WIDen btj

wm.ch l:t~ iiUleuts and takM liU hoard for ~tly gi~tn crui~.

All the mernbeM of a l'lC1Joom~I"8 eyew, from tbe captain to the .smallest, boy (if l.101)1 ooys «re

~tTi-ed), eat at the on" table-, :md fara pn'!cim1S a.1ike. Tho -cook &lmoe.t ahvAy& decid~ what be
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shan prepare for each meal, and if he be well qualified for biB work the diEhe<l are sufficiently
numerous and varied La suit any but the most fastidiows appetite.

Sll,lted or torned meats an1lJOW always carrieu, though mostYCs8e!S 011 leaYing" Jlort take more

01' less fresh meat., and some wllich aflJ ellgl1ged ill market flsllillg haye more fre8h llleat than any

other kind. Hard bread is r;1l'Hly 01' lHwer used, ex(~ept, to lllakt1 plld<lillgS, 'rile "soft taek"
made OJl tlll' fishing yesse},: often e{lua]s in excellence till' hest un'ad that e<lIl be ol>taillc(l on !Shore.

UaUlH'U milk, eggc;, fruit, amI otller delicacies art' often carried.

There call he no question that fisilerlllcll, ordinarily, are proyided with llJuch hr;Her food tha'Il

tho }I(,ople of tlw Io;ume claSH l'llgaged in shore pursuits, To the improvemeIl t ill the foou ll< per­

haplS dUtl the grl'atel' louge\-ityof the fishermeu, and the long period. during' whieh they ilia,)' be

adive]'y engaged ill a 8ea·Jarillg life. The changeH in the mallIwr of fitting out the fishing H:ssels

lmve been slow. It is said that the Marblehead allll Beverly fishcnucn bl~gall thl' iUlion),

tions by carrying extra supplies of IU'ovi"iolls, the property of illdidduu'! llJellluers of the crew.

SometillH'1:) e\'ery Illall would havc his owu butter tub aud can of sugar on hoard. Glollooster haK

;tlWlL;Y8 taken the lead in imlJfov iug the food of its fhiherlllell, and, a" early as lK;O, "clSi'ds Wl'I't' fitted

out from that port in much the saHlI.' mantICr as at the prCflellt time. The introduotioli of caIltH\tl pro·

vision" Im8 been of great irnportaIlCe to the fi8lJCrrncn, and, of' courRe, there iii dissatisfactioll at tht,

l'fulllge (llJ thl; part of man~' of the older melJ, ,vlll) think that their ~lIeeessorsare indulging' in need­

less luxury, and also OIl the part of' some ofth,' fitters UpOll whom f'lll" a portion of tllr' increase ill

the expense; such article;,; as milk and eggs are, however, paid fill' hy the erew. TheI',\ is, of

\~()urse, some foundation for the tCelillg that tIll' profit,s of the busin!:'",; ar;> uecreaf:l'li hy tid,; llJore

expensh"e st.yle of living, but it is also true, that, men of the better class wnuM not he willing t,o

OlulHnit to duo privations and hard fare endured by their predecessors,

The ",hl't'wdest fishery capitalistH haHl satisfied themse]ycs by experiment ~lJlll oh,;prvat iOIl

that it is to thtJir interest to pl'Oyjde tlwir Vl'sst~ls with good proViHiolJS and 11 good ('.ook, aud to

keep their vCi:!sels in the best of order gtmeraJ1;y, r;ince by these means thPY secul't~ I,;ood JIl(Ill,

who are eOlltented to remain in their service. Tho;;e fil'IHi'> ill Glance;,;t.er which Luye 1\0 reputatioll

liJI' liuerality han.. no difficult,V" in tllwQl'ing- any men whom they Ular Ile~il'e to b:r\-'l' in thl'il' :-:Pl'\'ict~.

One of tho m08t strikiug ehangl's i.~ that ardent spirits are no longer I-;upplied al' a l)l\rt of tht·

outdt of tlw vessd. The histor;y and til ~niflcance of this ehangl' i:-: tli ,';cussed ciSI',", here.

On 80we of the smaller veAsels of tile New England eoast. "nell as those em ploy co ill the slwl't·

tislleries of ,Maillc, and lIlany of tlw l:ostOIl market b0:1t8~ the Jan\ is probably lit.tle better t.han JJI

the olden times, Some of the vessels ur(\ correspondingly antiquated ill their J'iggillg ano outfit, a.nd

the lhlhermen retain many of thE" charaet.eristieH Wllil:L huve u(;('n referred to ill cOllllt'ctioll with thl'

oft:"hore fishermen of olden da:ys. The fishermen of Frallce 8till live in the old way. Our vessel"

on t,he Grand Banl-; are sometimes boarded by the crews of Ole FreIlcll IJulIkr\rs: wllo look UpOlI

them llJuch as the Lungry school boy looks upon the baker's shop. They eagerly ask for soft t)l'(clltl~

which they consider a luxury.
The Amcrican tllihermcn ulHloubtedly fare better than any other clas" ofsea·faring men, except,

perhapd, the officers of merchant vessels,

•
46. DISEASES AND LONGEVITY.

DISEASES OF FlSlIBRMEN,-The most common diseases among the fishermen of Gloucester are

consumptiOD
7

rheumatism, typhoid fever, and dyspcpsia; but the pure air which the men breathe

ltnd their active liVed save them from many of the ailments whiclJ are c,omlIlOll upon 81][1re, Ab

~iR'bt naturally be expected from the exposure to which they are subjecte,d, consumption is t.he
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mrn>t llwvale,ut dio;;e,.,\Be, but "'luce theyafe well fed this diseaiM'. is much leSB common than would 00
sopposed. Au experienced pb;ysician of Gloucester says that consumpt.ion is especially ]lrevalent

llmong young' men under thirty·five ,years of age.
Colds arc somewhat prevallmt in severe weather, though many fishermen han, the idea that

if they go to sea with a cold it will disappear as /Soon as the:y get out of sight of land.

The occurrence of d:yspepsia is acconnted for, by one who knows, in the following manner:

"Fi!>hcrmell eat from three to five meals a day, aud mug up between meals whenever the.y can get

a cbance, and in rongh weather, when the.Yarc geLtiug no exercise, Hie)' frequently cat a hearty
meal and lie down immedjatel;y; this injudicious course results in many cases ill chronic incH·
gestion."

Rheumatism frelluentl~' results from exposure to cold and wet, and men who Ul'(l engaged in
packing fish in ice are especially liable to tlJi!> complaint•

.As is always the case on shipboard l thore is much inegularity, and bowel con1pla,ints are vcry
prevalent; and this also has its effect upon LllC health of the men. The dissipation into which
some of the crews lliunge when upon land has an injurious effect upon their cOllstitutions, and
breaks dowll many stron~ men.

Cases of nervous exhaustion are not at all uncommon, especially among skippers and fisher­
men who are l1mbitious for promotion or to become wcaltlJ~'. This is particularly observable in the
halibut fislJery, in which the skipper, wbile making pa&83ges to and from the fishing gronnds, is

constantly watchful and wakeful for many da~'s and nights, and sometimes does not remove hi!;
clothing for many da;ys. The immoderate use of tobac(jo is believcd l in some cases, to havtl aggra­

vated the effects of such over-exertion, Strong young men, in this way, break themselves down ill

the course of three or four years, so that they are obliged to turn their attention to less arduous
branches of the :fisheries. The custom prevalent among cod fishermen on George's of fishing night

and day in order to be "high line," or first ill success among their shipmates, is also wearing
in the extreme, and does not fail to tell upon the constitutions of those who practice it. The

exhausting character of the halibut fisheries, indeed of the winter fisheries generally, ma:\-, be
jUdged of from the fact that men over forty-five years of age rarely engage in them except as
masters of vessels, young bloo(l and strong limbs being neces8llJ';r; and those who have not succeeded
in attaining to the dignity of skipper before reaching that age, haviug become exhausted by the

arduousla.bors, !SOOk either WIDt,\ other branch of th~ flsheries ill which there is 1eaB hardship, or
some employmeut on shore.

MEDrcINEs.-.All the first·class Gloucester fishing vessels carry medicine chests, but the judi­
cious use and proper condition of these depend upon the s:l>:ipper, who usually administers any
remedies which may be needed. These medicine chests are fitted up by reliable druggists in

Gloucester, espeoially for the needs of the :fishermen, and are accompanied by a book of instruc­
tions, by the aid of which any intelligent man can prescribe for the-diseases to which fishermen

are liable. Aperients, cathartics, purgatives, salves, and liniments are the remedies most fre·
qnentl~· flaIled for. Next to those come expectorants and other cough medicines. The only surgi­

cal instrument which accompanies the outfit is the Ia.ncet.·

•
".A. typical medicine-chest Willi exhibit-ed in the American Motions at the Inte:rDllotional :Fishl.ll'Y Exhibitions of

Berlin ann London. It is iloscribflU in tho ca.talogllo Ili! follows:
F1BHll:ll.MJl.2S"'6 MEDIClNE-CllEBT.-Thi" chest ie till...:! and ready for UI!tl, The eonlents are: 1, imlphnr; 2, creaID

of tutar j :1, epsom salt;o; 4, arrow-root i 5, chamomile :6owel'; 6, flax_d; 7, t1ax.-seed meal; ~, bioarbonate ofsodaj
9, Turnor's cemte; 10, wercnrial ointment; 11. basilioou ointment; 12, simple ointment; 13, glycerine ointml!lltj 14.
extraot of panlgorio;, 15, extract of Vitriol; 16, landannmj 17, Fryar's balslltl1; HI, _lice of l'eppexreint; 19, spirits
gf :u.iter j 00, baJsam eopaitr. j 21, IRllphurio ether j 22, 8yrup of equil18; 23, _p lli:dm6llt i 24, spirite of laVeDdel'; i!l.
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MARINE HOSPITALs.-There is no proviaion for the reception of invalided :fishermen into
hospitals. VeslSels sailing under a fishing license pay no hO!lpital duea, and so far as we can learn

have no hospital privileges. In enrly colonial days New England fishing vessels wero obliged to
contribtlw to the support of tbo Greenwidl Ha~flitaJ ill RllgJand, but thi~ abuse WSIJ' remedied ill

1760 upon thc representations of Mr, Pairfax, collector of Salem.-

The hospital at Halifax, Nova Scutia, afi'onls a refug'c to our fishermen !:mch as they cannot
find in any of om OWl) ports.

DISEASES 01' WJIALBME'K AND SEALEllS.-SCIll";f appears to lw thc commonc8t disease amollg

tbe creWEl of wlmling vessels. TlJi8 is caused by au excess of salt in their food l and llsuallybegios
to 8how itself ahout six or eight months after HW"H'SSe! bas If'tl tlle llome port. '.rbe principal
f'ytnptOlnS of 8CUl'vy among the men l)eJonging to the Sontll S{~" whaling vessels is in the swelliug

up and 80ftenillg of the limbs of the sufferer. ThiOi disease affects the crews of wbalers in the
Arctic Seas in a very different way, Iht\ limbo; oftllt'.l'ufi'erers turning black and sllriveling in Eolize.
Sourvy ofteu leaves sequel[\} whkh render the vietim" lame for life.

The venereal digea,se is [Jot Ul!l7sual (Hi whal(';1's for a ftlW months after a stay in port: This

cliseasc HI rarely met with ltruOll~ t.he crews of {,he fishing vessels,

Tho sealing erews frolll Stonington and :New LOTHlon t'ugaged ill the eapture of fur seals and

sea, elephants in the Aotarctic, about Capt' Horn, atltl in the SOllthertl I IHlian Occan, arc sUbjcct to
rliseuflc frow m:p<Jsure, an<ll worst of all, nwy are aflUcted. with SCll£'\'Y. .A \"ctcrao Male.t telJ~ us

tha.t in ull his eXIlI:lrience he nen'r batl hi!;; crew snft·('.t' from 8curv;I, hccau:w he required them to
suhsist largely 011 seal m~~a t, whieh lll1 cOllsillel's a Sl1r~' preventive of that diseafle.

In ca.ses of sickncss on hOiJrll of 'Irlwling ,et',M,Jo!l the ctlvtain 8wl mM{, lwvc ebargo of Hie sick.

Mediciue clu~sts are carried, usually larger than those on the Glouet"'l:;tcI' flshing '\'cssels, anll the
patients are prci:\cribl:'d for by the aid of an aecumpanyiu g book, wltieh cont{llIJS instructLOl18

RlJfti(\i~ntly explicit. to f'llilhlt\ any lIlan of intel1igeue(; tt) treat >;lw,h sll·knesst'S :11-1 onlJnarily aftlid,

men at, Rea.

LONG-EYITy,t-Ill former days, when the TlH1ekerei tishe.ry \vas enrried OIl by haudlining, it

wa:;; not infrequent for uoys to begin their fishillg lifc at ten or twrlyl:' years of llge, amI two or
llJree such were usually fO~IlL1 on every lllaeJ.:~T('l Y'~S'fld; hut. at pre"ellt. boys lire raH'l;r t>hipped
until they have attained to manly stature mal the age of fif/eml or sixtPt'll. A Rmart young JUall

of American parentag~ is lilwl:. to IUf\"e won hiR position al'! mastcr llC~ron' lie if; tW(,Tlt~"·fl\·e years

ApiJ'it~ of c:uuplwt'; 26, ~pi1'EtS of hJ1rl~horn; 21, tineUHb of d\ll!.HlrIJ; :!fI, ti"durCl of bm'k; :!9, ",imH'!' :mthllouy; :,0,
mercllrillOl !lOlut,ioll; :\1, murEILtic tinctore of iroll ; ;J2, S,'.idli!.l, mix(.llfn; :1:1. eJ1st01:-Uj[ ; :14, purg-ing-l'ir8; :-l:i, p:lllll arabic;
:16, blue pill~; :;7, opium pil18; :J~, (lwer pow(]er~; 38, cal"mel atal jalap; ·10, DO"cr'~ IH>\yunH; 41, fJllininc ; 42, ipoc.ao;
43, flalomtJl; 4,1, tincture ()f myrtb i 4", rllllbllrh; 4(;, lJHI~U""ia; ·17, Perllyiall Lnrk; 41<, 11lrUlr emdi,,; 4!l, l,,)wflcI"'d
cu1J.to,bs; ')(1, uin'a,!(, of llOta~ll; [)1, Bugar of lea.,l ; ;'2, whit,~ vitriol; f-1, bIn" vitriol; 54, tllt'taric acid; 55, ....'d precipi.
taro; W, "hun; 57, gnm e8wl'hm'; 5,'1, !(>(!jdo of {W'li Illlfl; 59, lUlW r caustic; 62, lnned; W, I<p-ingc; [,4, I1w Mnriner',.
Medical Guide. GlO!1CeBter, MUllS" 1~'1t).

• Sovemher 7, 17;~1.-A }cttpr Jrom JIlt' Gl'ncrn.l COnrt t<', their agent., }'rancis Wilke!!; in London, cont'lius thiR
past>agll: "Eyer sioee th,; tax UPOIl 6elHIlCn (':!lIeu tlw Rikpl'nn~' duty for Grccnwicll Hospital 11118 Iw{'n required bC~'3

there ha.s been Bome nneasine6s, but of late it hu.s iueW·Med. ""'r~' much npon th e .lcmand of it froll) lhhi ng vCll>;"l"
that ge nllt a lishing and many times return at night" lu,,1 lUwer go t,o Il.lJ.V other P('rt, but feturn into tho harbors of
Marblehead, Salem, Gloncegte.." &C. Shortly llCfore thiB time, William Fairf"fLX, collector of Salem, Sllmlnf)lled 80me
of onr fishermen for lwo-compliance with the custom, Snits IIgllihst them were ab1L1cd ill our courts. Mr. Fairfax
sent a representation of tbe rna,Her to the Briti~h authoritks. No' furl·her demlmd of lob" ldml wus made for til<'
h06pital mm:IOY to 1760l aa & IWstoll GAzette of that yeaf c"rtific~. FeW~ ..Al1llaJII of &.!pm, vol. ii, 2(1 ed., IJ. 217.

t Mr. Willill,Dl Abbott, of Ro~kport, 'MllSl$., \14 ~·earB old, is veryactivt:l and lImart. He frequentJy goes out in 1h
dory Bahing, and intlt the woods ntlllrly eve:ty dllY to bring out bill burdm of fue.wood.-Cape Ann Advertiser, AP~ll
15, 1881.

CIlPt. John Paint.' Havender, of ProVUHleto\\,n, hall nu,de fifty·eight v03'ligea to th~ Grand B:lnk.-Qloueeswr
Telegraph, April 16, l870.
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old, and in SOIllP instances by the time he iR eighteen years of age. A rean who halS not become a
skipper by the time he is forty. five years old is usually thrown out of the more arduous fisheries and

seeks emlJloJmentin those Tt'qnirhlg le"s exposure and fatigue. SkiPIJeTS, especially those engaged
in th{\ maek£~rel and summer·market fisheries, often retain their positions until thf'Y baVH attained a

ripe old agf': Capt. Chester lIIarr, for instanct\, over iKn-ent:r years of age, and a great-gram:1fa:ther,
1,'1 !':till actin\l~' engaged in the summer ftslleries, and Capt. King Han1ing, of Swampscott, who is

nne of the most successfll.l masters in thc well-known Swampscott market fleet, still holdlS hi!': promi­

lIent positiOll. It very frequently occurs, however, that a skipper after reaching middle age engages
in 60mC'fIJOre lucrative employment on shore. If he hasoeen sufficiently fortunate in his career
as a fisherman to have laid up the necessary 11mount of capital he may become a ~essel-fttter;

otherwise he is likely to take some responsihle poi'litioll Oil shore in connection with the curing or
paeking of fish. It is estimated that Dot oyer 12 per ceat. of the skippers of the Gloucester fleet

are OYl\r fifty years of age. This is rather fill exceptional caae, for the fisheries of GI()ucester
are more arduous than those of other places. At ProvincetOWll and 80me other ports there is
a much larger percentage of elderly men in command of the vessels and among the crows, In
talking with several eldt~rly fishing captains of Provincetown we have gained the impression that

the career of activity and n:'!cfulness is much longer now among fishermen than it wa.s at the

begin ning of the presen t centur,y. The Pronnootown fisheries are not especially laborious or peril­
ous, yet we are told tha t fift~, years ago a mall fort,','· fi \'e years old wa.s considered aged and only fit to
sit around Oil shore and chop kimlling wood and perform other hClRsehold tasks, while now a man

of fort,Y·five is regarded a.s in his prime. This, of courlSe, way readily be ~connted for b;r the differ­

ence in the character of the accommodations OIl shipboard and the better quality of the food which
i!3. now lINvilled-.- As l'('gards th(' actual longevity of men who have elJogaged for the whole or part

of their liveR in the fisheries it ilS probably not less than that of men engaged in any otber outdoor
pursuits. III Gloucester one JIluy find dozens of hearty old men who have spent thirty or forty Jears
at sea., and gi.milar in6tall\Wtl may he foullIl among the. whaling captains of New Bedi"Qrd o,nd Pro'l."­

incetown; and especially is thil'l true ill the case of the retired fishing captains of Maine, of wbom it

is (l common saying among their associates that ., they never die until some one kills them." Even
ill N:mtuclwt may sti11 he found many veterans of the wha1c fishery so Dlany yeara ago discontinued.

Of cour~e, in considering thes(l fact-Il, we m:tst bear in mind that the g~neral average of longe,ity
bail much decreased in consequence of so many :fishermen having lost their lives by aooident in the

period of their greatest vigor and llea1th.

46. THE FINAllCIAL PROPITS.

DIVISION OF PRoFITs,-In anotlwr section the manner in which the fishing vessels are fitted

out is discussed, and the busilless arrangement or "lay" according to which the expenses of the

<mHit av\,· 11i,'ill\,fl and the pr~8of the years work db,tribnyed. Here it is onlyn~ to
"pl·ltk of till' IllUllIlt'l' in which the fishermen are affected by these various business arrangements

and of their pen'lOual relations to the fishery capitalist,

Tb£' nwrl'l extenai....e alld more profitable the f.81~ery, the more n~sa.ry and natural is the

lli\"i~ioll of the IWfsons engaged in carr.ving them on into two clssses-.the capitalists Ilnd the

fillhermelJ.

~ In 111(> opinion of C!ipt. Gideon Bowley, "r Provinoot<lwn, In bis youth men got. nuaerviceable for IlEtlloaft,et-tnllY
l!tlL j,l forty-five years, ami were thol'lgh told mrll. A mlLn after forty-five eould not get a berth on DIIollk ve8Ilels. Noll'
bl.~~- ):(1) UJ' to sixty_ After faTty-five he atald at llome, made fish and tended lobster pots, Capt_ Bowley &ttrlbol:ell
111 i~ partly to tile llH6 of liquor. He has been on the Grand Bank wboo the vesnlollorried two bane18 Qflledf'or<l 'ruItk
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Prior t.o 1840 almost all the fishing vessels of New England were owned in large part by the
lhlhermen theJr8e~veB. In 1850, in the larger port,s, like Gloucester, Portland, and Provincetown,

the control of the vessels passed to a great extent illtn the haIlds of t:apitalists, or owners, as
they are called. In the smaller ports, iDcluding most of thol\f' OIl the eO:lst of l\.faine and Connecti·
cut, the flsbing vessels are still owned almost entirely by the fishermen themselves. In the whal·
ing fLe..t the change has not been so radical. As might be supposed, tbis fishery bas almost

always been under the control of capitalists. The outlay for boilding :lnll provisioning vessels 80

large and so long absent from port is ordinarily b(\vond tb e meani1 of men ",' ho are willing to underg< \
the hardships of the fishery.

At present" the majority of the ve88els engaged in the Grand Bank cod fishery, hll.iling from

Provineetown, Plymouth, Beverly, alld the ports of Maine, as well as many of those from Glouces­
ter, are manned chiefly by fishermen who are hirt>,d by the trip or paid monthly wfLges. In all the

other fisheries the crew, as a rule, "go upon shares/' receiving at the end of the season (but in

Oloucf'steJ', and occasionally in oilier portl'l, ll,t the end of ilio trip) a specified proportion of thp

proceeds from the sale of the 'Vessel's catch.

The universal adoption of this practice in Gloucester has had the effect of drawing from other

ports many of the most capable of their fishermen. These men prefer to r~alize at once the amonnt

whieh they have earned rather than to wait until the end of the ~eason, becoming indebted to thf\

capitalists for the supplies needed by themselves and families, thus placing tllemsel"es somewhat
at the mercy of the~e men if t:.hey (',hoose to be exacting. Thi@ is e~l)eciall'y the case with the

younger m{'n, who want thmr ruone~' as fast as theJ' earn it.
FISHERMEN'S EARNINGS.-Thl' ;;tatistic8 of the Gloucester fisheries for 1879 show that the

averuge earnings of eacl} fisherman amounted to $175. This amount., however, is below the aver­
•age annual earnings, and does Dot gil-e a fair iuea {if the Rmount that can be earned by a man in

a year, or of the amount that is ordinarily earned by a successful .t1f;herman.

In the" Fisherman's Memorial and Uecord Book" may be found the l'{'{;ord of a large numbet
of "big trips" in t.he Gcorge''l mackerel and haddock fisheries. In many im:tallces the share of

each member of the crew is mentioned. In the Grand Bank halibut fishery for salt fish, in one
inFltance, the vessel was absent twelve weeks, and the crew sLared '286 each. In anolhflr, afu,r
fiv(\ months' absenoo, (l32G; in another, after fourteen weeks, $257 each.

Allusion is a.lso made to 1I big trips" in tbefresh-halibut fishery on the Banks. In one instance

the "high line," or most successful of the crew, realized $1,300 fiS bis share of the year's stock; in
a,notber each of the crew shared *858. On a single trip in 1871 the crew p,bared $213 each, being
absent five weeks, and on another, occupying nine weeks, $3&1. In another instance, OIl a trip of

tbirty·fonr days, $236; in another of twenty dayA, in71; ill another of four weeks, $161.
The largest amount made by one ma.n Oil a George's trip is recorded at $243. These trips

oocupy from two to three weeks. Other instanres are given where tbese trips yielded $125 to

$160. The largest season's share mentioned was in 1865, when the "high line" made in the year

$1,105, and the cook *J,402.
Much larger average shares hQve belln made by suceesflful mackerel Ulf'll. Several instaucR"

are mentioned in which the" high-liner's" share ranged from $260 to $.''i75 for a summer's work.
tn the haddock fishery, occupying four or five months of the winter S('fI,80n, instanceFl are men·

tioned where the crew shared from $377 to $560 eacb.
It should be stated that in all of these instances the profitA of the skipper of the vesBel, inolud·

iug Cll.ptain's commi8~ion, are uFluall,V dOllhle the ;;llllre of flll.' lllf·mb(·f of the ne'L
It will be soon, al80, that men engaging in Rummer in tbe mltckerel tisher,Y. l\nd in winter

:_~... .
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in the haddock fishery, have an opportunity of making a yearly profit considerably larger than

those mentioned.
The various cas(\s jUflt cited are, however, extraordinary ones, :md tbe fishermen were re­

gardf'd as ulltumally fort.unate. A capable fil;hcrman, wit.h onliuaf,'i I';UCCeSIi, i:ugaging in fishing
at. all seaSOlIS of the year, Rllonld make fLt least from $300 to $50U. It is probable that tlle fisher·

TIlen of thoR" 5ew EngluJl(l port>; wbidl do not engage in the winter fisheries do not, as a rule, make

more than half as much.

'1'lH1 profitR of the labors of the shore or boat fiRherman are generally much leRs. In the
winter ,,110ft> tbLerip8 of I'rovineetowll, in some seasons, the fishermen payout more for bait than
t}w ft,1l wlrich they catel.t arc worth. The price of clam bait at tbat port is $(i per barrel, and,

;-iill(~f'· a hand will last n dOfy onl.y two (lays it is m-ident that their fishing lUust be lmifOl'Jtlly sue·

t'('f;"flll to iJl!im"p them till' f\ligbte8t. profit..

CnEIJIT SYSTE:M.-II.l mallS fishing- ports the fishermen lJeeome largely in debt to the men wllo
Hll]lpl.r Hwm with boats, alltl pruviHiuns l.lE'eded by tlldr families whill, the.y are lll'ihillg, and the~'

are oftell obliged to labor [UH!<'r cunsiderahle diFadvHut.ag-es. There is little evidellt'f', however,

that tIle capitalists are to ultlme for this, since th('y are (jni t" ;1il deI)('IH!ent upon tlle vicis;,itntlt's of

tit" jif;lwrie:-; til; the mOIl to whom they sUJlply tb(\ llleallf; of ·c<trryil.lg Oil the aetnal worl;;.

;\1 ARllLEIlKAn FISllRRI\1E]';" ill IH:l4.-Tbe financial condition or" the fililwrmen of Marblehead

i 11 1S:q WfW tlt'f'crilwd by a eOlT6'lllOIl,len t of tho Marhldwtl (I C azetfe, as follows:
"1 !'!'()tllis('ll to lay h,'fore your readers the rel\f;OIlS WllY Ihdlerml"ll of thil'l to\nl Ure unahle 10

g;;lin IlJOTe tlnm a baw filtufiistellce by means of their laboriuus and d;wgr.l'ons octllpatioll. MallY

of the yonng fis!lernJCll an' addicted to gamhling and other bad habit" wbich reduee tbrir circnrn­

"tane'·s. Not so ~ith the older olles; they arc an illd u"trious and p er~eYeTiDg class of IIlen who
(;1Hl!'anH', b~' tlll tile me;lllS in their 1)ower, to gain a livelihood and be independent. These m~n

haq, llially ohstades to COil !.cwl ag'ainst liesidt,s those common to us all; they have to contend

llf"i-lill"t 1Ill' "'Ill'enla torl'l 011 fish; tll('se men often g<'t, the. fish for onc-third part less t.1Jan they are

wlll"th, on aee'!ullt of tllt·it" eOlilbillillg" t·heIlll'lfll ves atHI friglltrning Bomc one of thft shorel'lmell with a

:-;10]".\" J"('-"ppdi ug tlIe low price fish will shortl,Y stand at i or perhap8 the sharesman iA int.t',restetl, and

(~i\ll mal;e lll(}l'l~ 1ll00Wy hy selling' p;trt of the fish ill bis pORsession, thereb.r setting a standard price

for otheri', to ,wll at, and shortly after purchasing directly or indirectly the remainder and then

SIH'(:Ulatillg' UPOll it. They also have to contend against enormous prices le.ied upon stores and

provi,:;iollS of a.ll Idlllls for themseh'es while at seu, and their families at home. These, sir, arc the

e:lUSI'S why the ti,:;herm('ll of Marblehrad arc always poor. It is easily seen Umt if the speculator
j", slwcc",,,ful ill el'ltahli,;hiug hii:l prier that the fishermen will fare but poorly, as tbe Kper~ulatOL' will

lWl: bl' c(jllteutt'd ,\ith a small pront if Iw can have. a larger on". I therefore advise tbe fishermen

of this and all (Ifher towns to form soeicties for the }lurpos!l of protecting themselves. It is not

a hard matter for them to gain the ascenrlency, if they keep a. bright eye to Windward, anti do liot

trust .\, H, awl C will! tlw managemeJlt of their affaifR."
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47. OFFICERS AND DISCIPLINE ON FISHING AND WltALING VESSELS.

THE SKIPPER AND nIS DUTIEs.-The :fi1'.hing vessels of New England have practically only
a single ofllcer, the Hmaster" or "skipper," familiarly known to the crew as the "old man." Ou

some Oape Cod vessels, and also on flame from the coast of 1tlaine, one of the crew is known as the

":fi.n;;t hand," and is recognized as the person left in charge during the captain'" absence, though
he otherwise bas no authority. The skipper has the entire rt~spon8ihilityof the management of
the vessel, and has absolute eontrol of her movements. In the Glonce!Ster fleet, and, with the
exception already mentioned, all along the coast, the crew are on II fOOtiIJg' of aln;oluw equality,
and, in CMe of accident to the skipper, some one is seleeted by common con;;,(JlJt to take command

during the remainder of the voyage. The llkipper hall no authority except that whiC~t; personal

influence gives him and the ueference which men ancuatomed to control iu<;tinctively commanu.
Re must be a natural leader, ll.ud gener:lll~' gifted with superior intellect amI tact, in onler to get
along with the crew, there being no aptlciallawl:I like those in tho marine service. which give hi _~.

8oUthOri.ty over his men. In cases of insulJordination he mu-st have reoourt>e to his VIIysi _

strength. If he cannot sustain himself in this manner) his influence over the crew is gone. T .ere

have been many iustancea of vessels, commanded by tile most skillful llkippers of Gloucester,
having been compelled to return home witLout completing their trip on account of im;u!Jonlinatiou,
which the skipper could not ovorcome. Skipperl:l naturally Ilesitate to come into personal conflict
with their men, because by 80 doing they render themftclve:5 HaLle ~o arrelit for assault and

battery. The skipper il:l in every re",pect on an equalit~' with the members of hh; crew, except

when he is directing tllem in some kind of work, and the commands are usuall;\-' givt.'-D more in the
form of a l'cqn{'~t than of all order. The cabin in which the captain sle1'}ls allllli,es is shared by
the crew, a part of whom sll.'ep there, wllile all of them are at liberty to ul:le it as a sitting-room

when they choo8e; tho skipper and tlJ"e entire crew eat tDgether in the forecastle.

DtS<lIPLINE.-An excellent idea of the Iiillciplinc on the Grand Bank cou veBtleltl is giyen by
the observations made by Mr. Ol:lborne, in another part of thili report.

On the whaling ships a. strict system of organization is maintained I:limilar to that in the mer­

chant marine, except tlJat it ill eyen more formal and severe. Thll cal)tain and his officers are

soolnded from the relit of the crew, occupying another part of the ship and eating b~' tbemseh·es.

The,captain has absolute control over his men, and is al5Sisted in maintaining tlJis control b~' his

officers, of whom there aoo always from five to seven. The manuer in which tlw whale ships are
oftlcered will be described elsewhere. On the sealers a similar system of discipline is kept up,
though it is 1088 formal, the vessels being smaller and the crew, siuce they are picked meu and

usually of American birth, are n~tur.dlymore upon terms of equality.

It is easy to understand how the present 8~·8temof officering the fishing vessels has grown up.

The fiBheries have grown in importance and the vessels have increased in tlize, while tile customs
of previous centuries have remained unchanged. 111M who were neighbors on land and were en·
gaged in the shore tl.sheries together would have no need of l:lpeeial officer<l 01· of special syatemaof

DO JV--7 ~
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discipline. The;y fished on rerms of perfect equality, and frequently anyone of them wal> equall.y
c()mpetent to take charge of tbe vessel incase of necessity. It is probable that in the early days

of the New England fisheries vessels were often fitted out for the .fisheries without the form of
sel('Cting anyone to take charge. Thi:;;, of cour"c, could be the ca~e only with very small vessels. As
vessels increased in size, it became necessary for some one to be designated as the leader, but since
it was usually the ca8e that many or all of the crew owned shares in the vessel the. position was
lIot oIle of undivided responsibility. The position of master was often kept up simply to fulfill the

requirements of the law, al]d the person occupying the position had no more actual authority than
any other man on board. Traces of thu old manner of doing things may still be found on veaselli
from some of the smaller New England porm. The Swampscott vessels, for instanoo, are to the
present day usually owned by several members of the crew, and the master holds his position more
as a matter of form and honor than on account of any particular responsibility which he assume.."..

Sometimes each member of the crew owns a share in the vessel in which he ships. :Many of th('
Cape Cod vessels are managed in very much the same way. The captain always has associated
with him two or three" sharesmen" who are members of the crew. These men usnally own a part
of tbe veasel or, at least, 888ume a part of the respon8ibility of fitting her out with stores and a.p­
paratns for a voyage. If they are not possessed of sufficient capital to assume tbis position on their
own responsibility, they are supplied with capital by the aetual fitter of the vessel, and the posi­
tion is maintained in a fictitious manner. The ,I sharesmen" are, as a rule, unable to advance the
money, and they are cOIJ.Seqnently obliged to obtain the fittings on credit from the capitalists or
"owner," who undertakes the financial responsibility of the voyage.

Iu Gloucester and other large ports the influence of the old traditions is seen in the condition
of the discipline on the fisbing vessels. The members of the crew seldom have any pecuniary
interest in the anooess of the voyage1 other than their share from the sales of the fish. The ma­
jorit.y of the skippers likewise are not directly interested in the vessel which they command, except
M far as their share and percentage on the stock. are concerned.

The fishermen have. 80 little responsibility and interest in the vessel that they are accustomed

to leave her whenever they choose. Some of the fishermen seldom make two trips on the same
vessel, nnll it is not uncommon for parts of the crew to abandon their vessel when she is on the
point of leaving port on a fishing voyage, even after the sails have been spread for departnre. Thf'
snccess of fishing trips is occasionally materially injured by members of the crew leaving a vessel
when she is obliged to tonch at other ports during the progress of her voyage. The crew, under

snch circumstances, have the master of the vesael very much at their mercy, for it is against the
law of the United States for a vessel to leave any of the crew ashore in a foreign port until they
have been absent more than twenty-four hours, and the.}' (}aDnot tberefore be considered as
deserters. The master has but a limited power to compel his crew to remain on board, lind they

sometimes take advantage of this fact by goin~ ashore at will, saying that if the maater leaves
them on shore he is liable to the llenalty of the law.

The character of the master'l:! authority has beeD alreads explained, but he is not supported
iu this by law. Bis only legal hold upon the movements of the men, when the vessel is at anchor

in the harbor, is his power over the boats belonging to the vessel. These lU'e the property of the
owners and iu his charge, and men taking them without lea..e may be prosecuted for stealing.

About the year 1877 Capt. Dennis Murphy was prosecuted for damages by two of bis crew, whom
ht" bad left ashore at Liverpool, Nova. Scotia. They were not successful in their suitj the captain
proved that they bad taken one of the v68Bel's dories without leave and were therefore guilty of
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theft. Notwithstanding the fact that they were unsuccessful, the suit cost the captain 'I, large

sum, probably more than hi-'l profits for the entire ,oyage, in addition to his; 108"1 of time.

Sneh instances of disvbedience as the OIle referred tn abo,e are most liable to vecur during the

absence of the mastt~r from the vessel. TIe is, of course, obliged to atteud to busineS8 upon the

land, and, since lIe bas no oue ouboRnl tD whom he can delegate biB authority, the vessel is left
withont llutbority to enforce di<ldpline.

The crew are sUPJloseu to sign flbippiIlg papers when they join the \"essel, tllDugh many

masters Bhip'their erews without any forwality whahwer. These t'hipping pupers, when sigm'u,

usually attacb some penulty to absence from dut.".. witbout leuYe, bllt the utUlost peualty that eall

be inflicwd is one whicb, within the memory of man, has never bC\Jll cnfvrced-that the fisher­

man's share in the Ilroceeds of the biD shall be f\)rfeitetl.

In cases where the American cOll8ul<l at foreign ports have been appealed to for assi\itancc in

controlling an unruly cn'w, they h:nTlI st:LteJ plainly that they had no authority in the matter.

The ditl'erence in thil'l re8llcct between the fi,;hing aIJd whaling ve:>se1s is too eYident to require

comment, A se,erer sJ'stem of di&cipline is needful no less at sea than on ~l.lOre. Many of the

fiShing- vessels are absent frolU two to Bix month", with crews of from ten to tweuty-ft ....e mcn. It
cannot be otherwise than that frequent lJecessit.y shonlu arise for the exerdse of al1thurity to

quell insubordination amI to enforce proper attention to duty.

It is endent, from a considera.tioll of the aboJ>'B facts, that there is need of a reform in the

methods of officerillg the fl~hing vessels of the United States and maintaining discipline on board

of them. On the smaller vessels the demand for a chauge of this sort 'may not be so strenuous,

but even in these a difl'ereut system of organization could result in no harm.

NEEDFUL REFOR1l1s.-In the opinion of lllany of the most experienced fishing masters and
fishery capitalists of Gloucester and otller ports, tht, following changes woult! seem to be extremely

desirable:
(1) More care in the selection of masters of fishing vessels. They should not only be reqnired

to pallS an examination in seanmJJship and navigation, their proficicI1c~' to be atte"tell and signed

by a board of examinen.., as in tlJe case of the Illt'rchant marine, bnt they shoultl be selectetl with

reference to their good judgment, prudenee, and humanity. Mere ability to obtain good" fares" of

fish by some sort of hapha.zanl luck sIlouM not he regarlled as a sufficient rccoillmclluation for a

mau to whom a.re to be intrusted Hw liveo: of a number of men, and propert,y worth s{weral thou·

sand dollars. Tile skippers of Gloucester '\'f'sscl" are freqnently selt>cted for DO other reason than

because they are "mppo:sed to have good luck, or, as the fshermen express it, because tllCY are

"killers." Luck of this sort is, of comse, but little to be relied upon, and ill the long run sucb men

are perhaps less sncceKsfu] than their riya,t1'\ who are skillful and observant..

(2) 8ince the needs of the fishing veBsehl are at the presellt dOl,y not very different from those

employed in the the wbaling and merchant marine, it seems evident that there should be more than

one officer. There shoultl be It mat-e, or first officer, who should share the responsibilities of the enp.

tain. He should have authority in the absencc of the captain, and in case of aceident to the latteor

should at once take charge of the vessel. This man shOUld, of course, be subject to e::mmilmtion,

like the captain, or, at any rate, should give e,idence to the proper persons of his ability to perform

the dutie8 of his office, The crpM,tion of a. grade of subordinate officers among the fishermen would

undonbtedly have a good effect upon tbe whole body of men engaged in the pursuit. Tbtl number

of responsible positioDs would be doubled, and the responsibility placed upon these men would

render them more sedate and reliable. They would be recognized as in the line of promotion, and

their effi:lrt.s to improve themselves would be gt'eatly 8timnlatcIl. The advantage to the fishery



100 FISHERMEN OF THE UNITED STATES.

capitalists aJ.so would be very great, since they would be able to supply vacancie.s in the l.ist of

skippers from men who had been systematically trained for the position, instead of being obliged
to select untried men at random from among the creWR. At present the only means by which the
owner can select II skipper for one of his vessels is upon the recommendation of aome other skipper
with whom he has sailed, and every one knows bow little value >Inch recommendations ordinarily

possess.
(3) The enactment or the confirmation of laws by which the relations between the crew, the

skipper, and the owners shall be clearly defined. It is the common belief that the same laws
apply to the fishing vessels that are in force with respect to merchant vessels. Even if this be the

case, the question of law is but little considered by the fishermen in· the diseipline on board of a
Jishing vessel. The officers should be supported in the necessary measures which they may take

t.o quell insubordination or mutiny and.to prevent disorderly conduct, the same rights being recog­

nized aB in the case of merchant vellfiels. The creWB should be ob1i~ed to sign shipping papers in
regular form, and these paperl:! should be regarded as legal contracts, and mean~ for their enforce­
IUent should be provided; this, too, without the necessity of protrMted and expensive law suits.
American consuls in foreign ports should be instrnctl'M to aid the rna8ters of vessels in controlling

disorderly men. Such a provi8ion as the last one would have an important effect in controlling

the lWts of crews in provincial ports. It is now possible for two or three of the crew, by drunk­
enness and {!isorder, to nentralize the well-mea.nt efforts of all their associates and prevent the
sneeess of the voyage.

(4) The investment of the officers of the V68aeJ. with a greater amOlmt of dignity. It is, of

course, impossible on board a fisbing vessel to maintain the same kind of exclusiveness which pre­
vails on a merchant veasel or a whaler. The numoor of officers is less, and the nature of the
emplo)-ment prevents all ceremony. At the same time it is within the power of the offioers, by

Hleir per~;onal bearing, to prevent familiarities on the part of the CMW, and thereby greatly to

increase their own influence.

Such provision for the maintenance of discipline on board of the vessels are especially neccs"

sary in a port like Gloucester, where the fishermen are of different nationalities and are often men
who have heen unable to hold their own in other porta on account of their notoriously bad char­
acters. A considerable percentage of the fishermen of Gloucester resemble, more than those of

an.}' other American fi!!hing port, the ordinary Railors, though far superior to the average men who

compose the crews of merchant and whaling vessels.

SABINE ON DISOlPLINE OF FISIIERMEN.-The follOWing words, written by Sabine in 1852.
and referring more particularly to the I.abrador tOO fishery, are none the les!! applicable at the
present time, and to a.ll branches of the fisheriea of the United States:

"The selection of a master ii'! a point so important to owners that a word upon his qualifl.ca­

tiona will not be amias. Besides all the responaibilities at sea which devolve nvo~ a master in the

merchant serviee, be has cares and anxieties which are unknown to that branch of maritime
ad \'cn tilre. His passage being safely made, the maater of the merchantman is relieved by the
counsel and assistance of the owner or consignee. But it is not so with the master of the fishing

vessel. During the period devoted to fishing his labor is arduous in the extreme, and, come what

will, in the desolate and distant region8 which he \Tisits his own sagacity and prudence are his

only mliance. If, as not unfrequently happens, be be so unfortnnate as to have among his crew
two or three refractory spirits who BOOk to poison the minds of all the rest; if others, who boast.ed

loudly, before sailing from home, how well and quickly they could use the splitting-knife, or how
true and eV(Jn~h8nded they were in distributing the EIalt, prove too ignorant to be trusted; or if
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lOl'"eQ' mau under his charge, without being dogged or incapabll', i:o IjtW of tlO leaden a mold at:! to

remain immovable uuder promises of bounty or promotion, thCSl~ difficulties must he but new

inducerncmts to use extraordinary pcrwual exertious and to preserve his reputation at tho expense
of his health and sa-er.gth.• E nnJ j f there are nOlle of thesu ombarrassrnents to contend wit11, hili

ordinary employments require all iron frame awl au um\(lIlquerable resolution.

".A friend who has seldolll failed to accomplish wimt he lias undertaken, alHl whose life l1as been

full of daring enterprises, has often a801ured Die t114t whiltJ ou the La-brauor shore his dutJ and the

fear of making a' broken' voyage kept him awake and at hi>! post full twenty hours ever~t day

thI'oughout the time elliployed in taking fi1:lh. 'Once,' said he, 'I was deceived hy l\'H~ry mall that
J had on hoard ill,r verisci, my mate aloue excepted. Eaeh shipped, as is usual) to perform a par­

ticular rervice, and each boas~d of his a~omlliishmenti; in catching, dressing down) or salting

away j but tlwn; was neither a g(Jod b(Jatman, an adroit ISplitter, nor a safe salter among them all. rtf.y

situation was painful enough. I was interestt'A.1 ill the 1088 or gains of the voyage, alld wu.s too pom
flclld too young in cOIllUlaud to hear the conHequences of returning without a full fare; and, besides, I

was never goou at aceouming for had luck, anu felt that it was far easier tor me, even under these

untoward circUlllstanoos, to fill m~· vessel thaIl"to explain to everyone who would question me at

home as to the causes of my failure, and the result, of the matter waR that I got as many fish per

ton and per man as any vessel that I met 00 tho coast.' 'Another sea.son,' says the sa.me friend,

, wbile in the West India trade, I waf; uisappoiuted in obtaining a cargo, and was compelled to go

to Labrador or Imul my schooner up. I was too re"tleS8 to be idle aud resolved upon fishing. It

was three weeks too law, and, on attempting to ",Wp a crew, I found that no good men were to be

had, and tha.t I lllUllt take raw Irishmen, antI a <bunkanl for a mate.

"'The chances, as yun may well suppose, were all against me, but I made the voyagt'l and

obtained as many fish as my vcsRel could carry. But I alwa~,.s had pistols ill my pockets, and
enforced mOlilt of my ordeJ's with a threat or a handspike. I slept full dressed, and with arms in

illJ-' berth. A hattle with ontl or more was almost of daily occurrence, and I was in constant fool'

either of losing U1,)' own life or of being compelled to take that of some one of my crew to o....erawe

the rest.' These incidents occurred on voyagea made from a port on the frontiers of Ma.iIIe, ltnd

before the commencement of the telllJlfJI'ance reform, and are, of courHe, to be regarded not oIlI~:

as ha~ng been rare iII former tilies hut as ne,Ter happening now. But the master's dut~', if he be

an efficient man, is never an eas,Y one. ]f he would proviile for every contingency and make sure

of a cargo despite of every adverse event, he must not even allow the full repose wWch nature

omves. It il'l upon hilS regularity anl.l perseverance in procuriDg fresh bait, a service which must
IWmetiUles be performed at tlJe hazard of his life; upon the frequency of his visits to his boats,
whiCh are oftell mile!:! a.Bunder; upon his readiness to use hill own bands to make up the laggard's

deficiency; upon his economy and s.,\"stem in the use of time and outfits; upon the degree of energy

and regularity w Web he infuses; and, fillll.lly J upon the care w hieh he exercises in dressing and

salting the Object of his search that the SnCCeL'lS or failure of the voyage mainly depends. Alaster!:!

who are able and willing to sustain these varied and incessant call" upon their bodily vigor aud

mental activity are to be found, probably, in every fishing port. But it is ycry c..:e:ttain that the

number bas sensibly diminished duriug the last twent;y ;ycars, and that the transfer to other :Iud

more IH'ofitable and ambitious commands is still going Oil. Tho mercantile men of the commereial

emporium of the North, and the !lacket-lSbips of the commercial emporium of the Unioll, rank

deservedly high; but were their eounting·rooms alld,quarteNlecks to .yield Ul' all, or llvell half~ or
those whose birth-places were'on the two capes of )la"l:Iacbusetts, and whose earlie.st <ldventure8

were made in fishing.craft, they Viould lose man,)' high and honored names. So, too, were either
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to cea,se recruiting- from the same sources, the humble employment of which I am "peaking would
speedily lwcoll)e morc prosperous, in public estimation more respectable, and of consequenoo be
considered more worthy of the care and protection of OUf rulers." ..

4B. NAVIGATION.

NAUTICAL INSTRU:HENTS CARRIED.-The best equipped· schooners carry the following nauti­

cal instruments: (1) A chronometer; (3) a qLtatlrant, oetallt, or sextant; (3) an ancroid barometer;

(4) a BPS-glass; (;'3) a cIO(lk; (G) a patent log, and (7) corupasses, of which three kinds are used, viz,

the woodcn, brass, RlHlliqnid COUipasses. E\"ery vessel earries two compasses, usually a wooden and
a In.-ass oDe; the ftlrmer being used in light weather, thc latter in stormy weather. The liqUid com­

pass is now often substituted for one of the others; in fact, the liquid compass bas come into very

g'en~ral u::,e of laUJ yt'ars among the better class of Glol1cester ve~sels.

The use of compasses on \.Joard of doricl> i" not un frequent. Some tllree or four extra com·
passes for thi,; purpose are sometimes carried by different Illembers of the crew on It vessel engaged
in tho off-shore fil-ihrrics. ThiB Ilffictice is not as general as it should be, "ince these compasses are

•
not fnruislH·rl h,Y ihe owners of the vessel, but are purchaseJ by the crew for their personal use.

l\Iany nWIJ are IIIwh1e to provide themselves with this verr essential safe-guard.

The vessels always carry one or more charts, with the parallel ruler and dividers neceSBary
1'01' their proper use l and maIlY of them have a. H Manual of :Xa\"igation '7-commonl.r known BoB an

Epitome-and a Coast Pilot.
Ever:r sea.goillg ,essel carries two compaSRcs and occasionally an extra one in addition.

A clock ill a part of the regular outfitl and there are "Very few of the larger vessels y;-hich do

not carry a Sj)y·ghl~i;"

Very few yel:ise!s go to sea without a b:uometer, This is the C<lse not only with vcsscl8 from
Gloucesfer but al~() those f:roll) otLer ports, exc('pt the small boats engaged in shore fishing. Nearly

all t hI' n~"els \\' It jeh fish out of Hight of land carry ei ther a quadraii t, sextant, or octant, the former
being' most commonly ill use, while the latter7 h.-v its higher price, is prevented from being 80 gen­

erally adopted, although they are rt~cogJ]ized as being better. The chronometer is very rarely car­
ried, excPjlt Oll the \"csst'ls engaged in the halibut fisllery, and not always on those. The Epitome

and Nautieal Alm:mau are necessary on board of vessels which carry a chronometer; but they are
6om(,times carried uy ves8toJis uot thus pro\"ided.

The charts most popnla.r among the Jillhermen, and generally in nse, are those prepared by
enpt. George Eldrillge. The Coast Survey und Hydrographic Office charts are also occasiollally
iucludcd in the list. The Admiralty char.ts of the coast of the British Provinces are used to some
extent by vcsselR fishing in the Gulf of Saillt Lawrence, or such as are habitually visiting Provin­
cial!)orts for bait.

Blunt's "American Coast Pilot" is generally in usc; the excellent manual pnblished by the
Coast Survey wrely .finds its way ou board of our vessels.

It is Wlr)- unusual to find a vessel without an almanac, in which are given, in a convenient
form for reference, tide·tables for the important ports along the coast, The Farmers Almanac,
pui.llil5!Ied in Boston, is the favorite among the New England fishennflD.

Tbe vessels are iltt('.d out with these instfllmeuts in the following manner: The COmpM86El and

the clock are a part of the regular outfit of ilie vessel and are supplied by the owner, as aIso ia
g('uemlls tIm Bp)'-gla~; out the remainder of the apparatus and the charts a.re generally owned

• AmericlUl Fisberif'.8, pp.l71, 172.
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oy the skipller; the extra compasses for nse in the dories, as has already been mentioned, beillg

supplied by dilferent members of the crew.

When a. chronometer is used, it is ordinarily hired by the skipper, the crew pa.ying half and
the vessel half. It is in;;;ured by its owner, and the cost of insurance (~harged in the rent, 80 that
jf it is lost with the 1'e8S/1} tU(Jre is no demand for restoration upon those who hiwl it.

Previous to ]865 few fishing vessels earried a log of any description. Occasionally an old·style

"chip·log" was seen OIl board, but as a tule fishermen estimateu their speed hy noting alongside

how fast the vessel passed thnlUgh the water-a somewhat unique method of keeping l( deat!
reckoning." It may seem remarkable Unit anything like accuracy could have been thus attained,
lmt we are assured that many of the oW fisbernwn became exc<~dinglyexpert in judging a vessel's
!'.peed, and with their knowledge of local currents and the frequent use of the sounding.lead they
~eldorn fl1iled to make good "land-falls." ,

Some form of patent "harpoon" log is now most commonly used, since these are less cxpellsi ve

than the patent taffrail logs. The liability of the former to injury in ahallow water or to loss through
8harks biting off tho tow·jine has of ]aJIJ lei! to the more gene,}';)] use of the taJfraillogs, wbieJl am

considered the most reliable.
USE OF NAUTICAL INSTRlJMENTS.-'Ihe llJannw ill wbich the masters of fishing vessels learn

the art of navigatioll is discussed in another chaprer. It if! sufficient to remark here that those
h.l charge of tl.Le vessels belonging to tbe Gloucester off-sbore fleet are frequently ver;y competent
navigators

1
otherR, though they may have sufficient knowledgtl to sail a vessel back and forth, are

really not so competent as they should b~.

The skippers of mackerel 8choonrrs and other Yes&lls wbich are usually in sight of land have

less use for instruments, and rarely, if ever, take observ~tions.

Much of the SU(lceSI! of the fishermell, in bringing their vessels into harbor withont accident,
it! due to their habit of taking freqllent soundings, and to their iutimate knowledge of the shaptl
and character of the bottom along those {lortions of t1.Le coast which they chiefly frequent.
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49. DANGERS TO THE VESSELS.

The characteri8tics or the fishing schooner aIll] its management will be discussed hereafter.

We shall here consiller the dangers to which these vessels amI tILeir crews are exposed.

The dangers to w hieh t 11 ese vessels are li3:b1c may be considered under niue head s: (a) Dangers

on the fishing grounds; (b) daul:ers cnoouutered while makiIlg passages to awl from the ground8 j

(c) dangers in Itpproadling and Jcavi ng the shore; (d) dangers from collision; (e) lIall gel's of the

harbor; (I) dangers from ice; (g) dangers from fire or lightning; (11) dangers from attacks of
marine animals; (i) awl dangers from defects in the construction of the vessel itself.

DA..~GERS ON TIlE FISIlING GROUNDS.

DANGERS OF TITE COD FISHERY ON GEOIWE'S BANK.-.Judging' from the record of disasters,

the George's llHhery is probably the most dangerous one in the world. On this ground onr one

humlred Gloucc8tl~rVCS!'Iels are constantly employed, winter and summer. In summer a few New
Lonuon lessel~ resort there, principall.y for halil)llt, and it is also vi8ited hy a :fi~et of mackerel

catchers. The peculiar danglm, of this filihery are encountered chiefl.r in tbe winter. It is tbe

cm~tom for the Hlssels ill winter to anehor close to one another upon BOrne portion of the Banks.

The fa.orite locality is ill the immediate vicinity alld to the ealltward of extensive shoals, on which
there is from 2 to 12 fathoms of water, and where the wa'Ve8 break in rough weather. There are

few instances where .easels which haw! beeu lost in tLi!'! 10caJit~' have left allY record of the nature

of the disaster which befell them. There is therefore doubt as to bow most of the losses have

occurred, but the theory is generally accepted that the vessels drifted into shallow water and

foundered.. There h:t>e heen a few casetl in which veflscls have righted with loss of masts after
being rolle~l over by thfl waves, and the crews ha:ve survived to tell the tale. Most of the 105$("8

have lJ(w,n during heu\-y easterly gales, when tbe veMscls may have been forced into shallow water.

The proximity in which the vessels are auchered greatly enhances the da.nger to which they are

expot'l(~,for if one of them goes adrirt it may become necessary for mallY of those to leeward to cut

their cables and also go adrift. Sometimefl nearly the whole fleet has been thus set adrift at once.
or course, if they can retain their boM upon the. bottom they are in comparattvely little danger.

The theory is held hy many fishermen that los8 is often occasioned by a drifting vessel com­

ing" into colli/sion with one at anchor, an accident which is most surely attended with fatal reaulta

to both. There is ouly once inst&nce on record wbere a veBsel thus drifting into contact with an­

other escaped destruction, and in this case the vessel wllich tlhe struck immediately sunk. This
theory receives strong support from the fact that there have been 80 many hundreds of narrow
escapes from collision between vessels thus drifting about. In the columns of the Cape Ann

Advertiser and ill the Gloucester Ii Fisberman'l'I Memorial and Record Book" may be found re·

corded n umerOll8 instances of this kind. These gales are generally accompanied by dense snow and

orten also by with extreme coM which renders it qniteimpossible for the meli to look to windward and
to see a drifting vessel in time to cut tile ca.llie and escape collision. It hi the common CWltom for
the ~Dtire crew~ at such times to rema.in un deck, pmpa.l'ed for My emergency, and if it is pOssible

104
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to see the drifting vessel in time the.y may succeed in getting clear. Since there is no iusurance

on cable8, there is great reluctance to cut them as long as tl..H.'re is a possible chalIce of escape

from collision in any other way. Then, too, the men feel that if they cau hold fast to their

anchorage they are safer than they would be if adrift and running the risk of going on the shoals
or colliding with other ~esseb;. For these rea!:iOllS the} often refrain from cnttillg the cables un t.il it
is too lat,e, in hopes that the drifting vessel will dear them. XnmerolU; instances arc told of enhIe,,;

havillg' boon cut only when the allprOlwhing vessd was on the top of a wave and the one at anchor

was in the hollow of the sea direetl~' under it. At such times a nlOment'" delay would be fatal,
Then\ are doubtless many instances of careless negligence ill failiug to keep a proper watch and ill

not LaYing the appliances at hand for cutting tLt! cable. Ver:Jc oftAm the rnl;(j~ aT'e stiffened with

ice and the sails so hea\cy with snow that it is impossible to raise them ill time t6 a,void tlisaster,

even though there may be time to cut the cable. Perhaps, however, the principal (Janse of di"aster

ii:! the reckless daring of the fishermen, who persist in remaining at [umhor in close proxjlUjt~' to

other vessels even when the)' see the gale i.B (lomiug, and, bJ' removing their anchorage a short dis·
tance, th(W might greatly lessei. Uw risks of disaster. They are led to remain in the same pos~tioll,

and to take resultinJ:t risks, both from the fear of losing an opportunity of securing a fare of fish,

and from a dislike to the app(>,arance of timidity. III spite of all the dangers, and the fact that so

many vessels of the George's fleet are ycarlJ' wrooked, there are malJy skippo1'li' in tht'l service who

have never Bustained even a serious los8 of property. An old Gloucester skipper told us that for

24 :yea.rs he had fished Oil George's and hl~d never lost even a cable. He attributed his good
fortune to the fad that ill the pleas:tntcst weather he never" turned in" at night without, seeing

that everything on deck waf! read,r for the most unexpected emergenc;y. The skippers wbo can

boast such a record as this are Dlen mmally rf:11owned for prudence, skill, and intelligen~. In

many instances the greatest care ill rendered. ineffectual bJ' the rc(\klesSllei>S of others.

DAlSGER~ENCOUNTERED BY 'l'HE BANK FLEETs.-Vesselll fishillg on Le Have Bank, tbe Grand

Bank, and other banks of this region, arc exposed to dangers scarcelj' less to be dreaded than those

which have just been described. On account of the greater depth of the water the likelihood of

foundering upon tlH\ shoals is less, except in the vicinity of Virgin Rocks and Sable Island, Tht.'

vessels do not {',ougreb'ate in fillets to such an extent a.;.: upon George's, and the peril from collision

is therefore less imminent. Although, wben the number of \'Cssels engaged is taken illto :wcount,

the losses in" the Bank fishery have not been so nnmerous as on George's, still there ha.e been 8everdl

seasons when the losses han been large, hS in December, 1876, when'twelve sail and one hundred

men were lost on Le HilYer the\Vestern Bank, and Banquereau; and again in the fall of 1879, when

the loss was little less severe. Allother element of danger from collision is met with in th~ Bank

fisheries, for in the summer and fall the fishing fleet is located directly in the traek of the, ocean

s'OOamers plJoing from Europe to the United States. There are few, if any, n ..'OOrdcd instances of

the destruction of vessels in this manner, but losses ha\'e occurred in summer when the 'In,',ather

was pleaBMlt and when the onl~.. plausible theory to account ior their loss Wall that they had bl'en

run down by passing steamers,
Vessels of the Gloucester halibut fioot are aceustomed to lie at anchor in winter in water from

100 to 200 fathoms deep, and are consequently much more likely to go adrift than the George's­

men, which are anchored in water varying in depth from 25 to ~~5 til tho illS. 'When once adl'ift,

they are obliged to "lie to" in hea",y weather, and are exposed to much greater danger than whtllJ

at anchor. The greatest danger to the drifting yessel is its liability to drift into suallow water

and to bring up suddenly by the anchor taking a. fresh hold upon the bottom. This often Cl1U8CS

them to ship heavy seas or to be knocked down-that 18, to be turned over flat On their sidel:l 80
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that the masts touch the water. The schoon",r David A. Story, ill December, 1880, got adrift in

this manner, and oue of her crew rellOrtl3 that ill his opinion the anchor caught, and that she
shipped a sea which knocked her down, causing her cable to part. Fortunately none of her crew
were IOl3t., but the m,~n OIl watch had his leg broken, the vessel's deck was swept, her foresail
split to pieces, f(jre hoom and gaff hrokeu, and 400 fathoms of cable lost. .A similar accident
occurred to the schooner Andrew Leightoll, of G louc-eswr, Decemb(lr 10, 1876. While adrift she

was knocked down by a sea. so that, according' to the statement of her cn~w, her mast-heads lay

in the water. Fortunately, lwwever, she rigJlted, and ultimately succeeded ill reaching home in
Haf'et,';'_ This ves8el wa.,; 10,;t in October, 1879, anti it may be met her fate in this manner.

Vesllcll:l lying at allellOr on tlw GmlHl Bank llJJlll'r riding.Rail alone are I:lometimes knocked
over by tornadOCI:l. An ill!ltauce of this kind occurred on the 29th of AUglll:lt, 1870, wben tIle

schooner \Valter F. FaIt, of Gloucester, was blown over. The crew was lost, anti the vessel was

afterward seell floating" upou hor side. In the fall of 1875 tho schooner Epes TiLrr, of Gloucester,
anchored Oil the ea<>tern part of the Grand Bank, was knocked down and dismasted.

The frequent loss of the rudders of fishiug vellsels, while at anchor on the Banks, is another
danger to which they are liable. MallY instances of this kind have occurred. In most cases the

fishermen have succeeded ill rigging' a temporary steering apparatus, b.y which they bave boon
enabled to reach the home port in safety. Some \'cssell3 have been lost through the rudder-braces
getting loose, and the (Jonsequent wrenching of the rudder·head starting a lea-k which caused the
a.bandonment of the ,esse1. An instance of this kind occurred on the Grand Bank in the spring

of 1879, when the schooner Edwin C. Dolliver, of Glouceskr, sprung a leak and sunk. Her crew

wall taken off and brought home b.r the 8chooner Thresher, of the same port. In addition to the

danger of being knocked over, there is that of shiPIlwg a sea while at anchor, which is sometimes
attended with serious results, both to the vessels and the men.

Heavy seas are 80 often shipped that numerous instances might be cited, but one or two will

suffice. In the early part of 1877 the Schooner John S. Presson, of Gloucester, while riding out a.

heavjT northwest gale on the western pa.rt of the Grand Ba.n.k, shipped a sea which swept her decks

and injured her a.bout the stern to such an extent that, after the gale abated, she was obliged to
put into Halifax for repairs. In January, 1879, the 8ehooner Howard, while at anchor in the deep

water on the southern edge of Le Have Ridges, shipped a heavy sea which swept her decks,
smashing several of the dories and starting the honse on deck, causing her to leak considerably.

DANGERS TO WIIALlNG VESSELs.-Whaling vessels are not exposed to so great danger M the

merchant vessels passing ovel the same portions of the oooan. The whaiers, while on the cruising
grounds, are under ahort sail and keep a careful lookout, eapooially at night, When, if there be

anything unusual or unexpected, demanding speedy work, all hands can be called, and only a few

moments are then required to shortell sail and make everything snug. In thick weather, however,

especially OIl the Arctic g.rounus, there iB greater danger on acconnt of ice and of collision with
other vessels.

DANGERS TO SEALING VESSELS.-The fur-seal fishery is carried on in the Antarctic Ocean,
where the vessels are at all times exposed to Budden changes of wind, and frequently to heavy gales,

which unexpectedly overtake them on a lee-shore and sometimes catl8e their loss.

The schoollers lL'led in the seal fisheries afeliable to some of the disasters to which the Glou­

cester fishing vessels are subjected, except those a.ccidentB caused by carr,ying 000 heavy press of
sail, for in this respect the seal filolhermell exercise more prudence. Sealing schooners are com·
peUed to keep comparatively nea-r land, following up the boats sent llo8hore to take the seals, and

are exposed to the dangers of being blown ashore or driven on rocks. In landing boats7 sent from
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tbe sealing sci'.ooners ashore to brillg back tlw '-ieal-Bki1l8, theru if; great danger of being swamped,

or upset, ant! injured by the beal',V surf. About four years ago a boat',. crew of twelve lllell was
lost ill thi;; ffiJ.llller. A succes~fullanding is, of course, attained onl:\,- by carefully watching for an

interval between the breakers, allowing sufficient time for th(1 boat to be run upon the shore.
In the sea-elephant fishery vc;;sels are lost by heing driven ashore, or on the rocks, frOill their

anchorage, there being no protection, in the way of gooJ lw.rbors, from th(, viol{'I1cp of oIH,hort.­

gales.
The bottom of the bays of Heard's Island, in the Soutllern ~IldianOceall, which it> the prillcipaJ

resort foreca-elephants, is hanl, slaly rock, and tlwrefore l'xtremely poor grouull for :1ueiJurage.
On this account, as well as from the fact, tl.ult the harbors afford jjl(liflc.rent, shelter, ",eveml \"('s"el"
have been lost ill that locality, having beeu driven ashor.(~, though having out anchors dispropor·

tiona.teJ)' large compared with the size of the vessels.

The. vessels used in this iishcQ' aHl exactly like whaling H'I>scls, and the boats belollging to
the vessels are the Harne U-'1 those ulSell in both flealing and wbaling, thun which no boats arc better
titted for landing in the surf.

DAli"GERS TO VESSELS FISIIL'<G ALONG TIlE COAST.-The priIll1ipal danger" to whieh Ute mack­
erel vessels are exposed are heayy aIld sudden gale~, b;r which they urc taken unawares and dri\"-ell

upon a loo-l;l.1Ore. They generally lh;ll near tile ooast, amI are thert:'fnl'l\ specially liable to thi~

danger. They are, however, excellent sailers, and, except uuder ('xtraordinur;y circumstances,
call make a harbor, or gain an (Jilillg hefore the gale is too heavy. The chief Jisastnrl'l to the
mackerel fleet have occurred ill thl', Gulf of Saint Lawrence, in the Yicillits of the Magdalen

Islands, Oape Bretou, a.nd l)l'ince Euward I!>lalld. The north shore of the latter island has heell

the scelle of many disasters. T ili;; i~ a peculiflrly undesirable spot for vessels in a gale. rl'hen'
is a long stretch of coast, crescentic ill shape, v,.-ithout available harhors in a gale, while at either
end of the crescent are long sanII-bars, the wIlole forming II, llocket nu!, of which it is vcr;v difficult

for a vessel to beat its way. In the "YankcB gale" of 1851 a great mall;'.' vcssels were cast ashore
along this whole coast. Losses have occurred since tilen, the 8e.ercst, ones in 187:1, when lUany

vessels and lives were lost in that. vicinity. Disasters have been frequent at the !lagdalens,
resulting in loss of property and liveN. As many as t,wenty·four sail of .essels were dri"eu
ashore at Pleasant Bay, on Amherst Island, one of the }Iagdalens, in 1873. Cheticamp, a one­

sided harbor or anchoring place on the north ffide of Gape Breton I"land, has also become some­
what noted for the losses that ha.e oc{JUITcd to the mackerel fieet ill that locality. Those hayc

been chiefly during the prevalence of southeast gales, which blow with almost irre.sistible ftlr;.'

from the highlands forming the BOuthern side of the h<lJ'bor. In this region mOl'!t of the harbors
have a bar at the entrance, and arc consequently most uiffi.cult of access at the very time when
most needed. The warer, too, is shallow, and in hNIN;,' gales the seas are sharp and exeecdillgly

dangerous, making it ver:'1 difficult for a vessel to work off from a lee-shore. '1'0 add to the danger,
there is a eurrent usually setting in the same direction [II'! the wind. When the winds blow over

the highlands of the islands they are squally aud baflling. A gale in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence
is, IJCrhaps, more dreaded by fishermen than one on allY other part of the ooast, as it can rarel;'.'

OCCUl' without bringing them in close proximity to a lee·shore.
Gloncester has suffered less in proportion to the size of its fleet in the Gulf of Saint I.J(l,wfenCt'

than ha.ve Provincetown, Wellfleet, and the va,rions ports of Mnine. Cape Cod lost largel;y in tho

gale of 1851, but not so much in that of 1873. One reason for the fewer wrecks among the Glou­

OORier vessels was the fact that they are better prepared with anchors and cables than any other
YMselR in the world. Great losS of life has resnlteil from these disa-sters, thoug-h the drifting of a
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vessel npon tbe shore is not always attended with fatal consequences. In many cases the shores

are sandy, and the crews are enahled to land in safety before the vessel goes to pieee.s. In some

instances the vessels are forced ashore by putting on a great amonnt of sail, so that the men can
land dry~footedwhen the tide ehbs_ 1t is freqnently the case that vessels am launchell again, after
the gale has abated, without suffering any serious injury. When this is not possible, the fish are

lauded and Bent horne, and the fittings and storcti, and even the hull itself, sold at auction for the
benefit of the owners. The American ,"pssels arc so strongly and well built that even after they

have been sunk they are sOUletimes sold at auction as they lie under water, and afterward raised
~

and refitted for acthre service.

The best chance for safe.ty, in cases where it. is seen that a vessel must go ashore, is to run
them bow first upon the land, especially where the beach is sloping. V,Then this is done, all sail

that the vessel is capable of carrying is spread:

DANGERS WHll...E M.A..KING PASSAGES TO AND FROM THE FISHING GROUNDS.

Fishing vessels making passages at a.ny season of the year are subject to the 8alIlI'J

dangers as other sea-going crafts. In summer the dangers are comparatively few, for the winds

are usually moderate, and in warm weather the crew is in better condition to handle the vessel
properly and to meet any exigencies that may arise. Tremendons hnrricanes, however, sofiletimes
occur in August and St;ptember, and at times there are gales even during the other summer
months. Two of the most remarkable hurricanes in recent years were thotle of September 8,1869,
and August 24-, 1873, both of which caused a great. amount of destruction to life and property in
the fishing fleet. At the time of the hurricane of 1873 several vessels were on the passage home
from the Grand Bank. They were deeply laden with fish. Some vessels were lost and many
met with serious damage and narrowly escaped destruction. Mention of a few instances of this

kind will perhaps suffice. The schooner B. D. Hawkins, of Gloucester, W8{I caught in a hurri­
cane in the vicinit~' of Sable Island. At first she was hove to under & two-reefed foreea.il, which

was later reduced to a three-reefed. After lying in this manner for some hours, she began to drift

toward the northwest bar of Sable Island and was soon in shoal water. It became necessary to
take in sail and to anchor, but the wind blew with such violence that the anchor would not hold
and the vessel drifted into only 11 or 12 fatlloms of water. As she would certainly be lost unless

fJomething were done to check her onward course, the spars were cnt away and let go "by the

board," and, with considerable dillicu.1ty, were cloored from the wreck. With the masts gone, she

presented a muclt smaller surface to the wind, and as the current set to windward the anchor
held and she rode out the gale. After the gale, jury-masts were rigged and the vessel worked
toward the land. She WaB finally towed to Port Hawkesbury, in the Strait of VaWlo, to be

repaired.

Tbe schooner Sarah P. Arre, of Gloucester, which was also on her passage home from the

Grand Ba.nk, encountered the hurricane in the vicinity of the eastern part of Banquereau. The
wind blew with such violence that. it was soon impmu.ible to keep eail on the vessel. She Waf; kept

nearly head to the sea by the aid of a " drag" rigged to the anchor, which was paid out more than
100 fathoms. After drifting for a few hours the anchor caught bottom on the~shoal part of Ban­

quereau ill from 16 to 20 fathoms of water, and where the sea ran so high and sharp that for a

time it was thought that the vessel would founder. The crew, however, with difficulty succeeded

in cutting the cablc. The vessel then drove under bare poles before the gale, broadside to the sea
and wind. By throwing out oil the force of the waves was 80 reda.eed that she met with littlB



PLATE 10,

..... ~

:::l
0

..,
1

.;0..
Ii; .13

I<
;1:: '"~
~

r;;:

.. .' .I

i'

I I / ./
" I·"1

i'
:. ..I'., :

':
1/,1 it' J

1
1

/ 1/

./I~;:.':~/

/1/'
" j,1

i.'·

,;

: J

/J ./

, .'

1'/ ;'/ r i,' / / /
" .. ' '/,'1 j i

i,' I! ill /,/,' ,/; /:/;//
i ",... , i, i////" ' }i; ,

.' ./ iJ·'I/? ..., //
;< '/

///

/
/

\\i

'. \ '. ,

\ \ ','I

\\";:~ '::1
\ "

',\ .'

I" .. ,



DANGERS OF THE FISHERIES. 109

106l!l. It is supposed that the schooner Henry Olay, of Gloucester, another of the Grand Bank tl~et

returning horne, waa lost in this same hurricane.

Although the fishermen are expoaed to more Or less dangers in the summer season, these are
greatly increased in the winter montlul, when hea'vy gales are very frequent, and the perils made
greater by extreme cold. The rigging and sails are then ooated with ice and snow and it is almost
impossible to either set or shorten sail.

D.A1IlGER OF BEING" TRIPPED."-A vessel may be knocked down or tripped, either while run­
ning before the wind or lYing tn in a gale. The eOlllparative shallownee.8 of the American fishing
schooners renders them particullU'ly liable t-Q this class of diRagt.ers. Some hranches of the fish­
eries, especially those for fresh halibut and haddo\.lk, render it imperative that the passage home

should be made with the utmost dispatch, in order that cargoes may arrive in good condition and

therefore bring tbe highest llrices. Groat :risks are taken by these filjhermen in running their vessels

during gales, frequently in the trough of the sea. This is extremely hazardOUS and likel,)' to result,
in the vessel being "tripped," or knocked on her heam ends. In February, 1876, the schooner
Howard, while returning from the Grand Bank with a trip of fresh Lalibut; was rnnning in a

strong northeast gale. She was knocked on her beam ends twice in (me day. At first she was

running wttl1 a two·reefed maiusail, and when she tripped sbe went over so far that the well who

were slooping below were thrown from the weather into the leeward hunks and everything movahle
was upset. Fortunately, she righted with slight damage. Notwithljtanding this narrow escape,
the demands of the businMs were l!Dch that instead of the vess()l being hove tD, the Bail Was short­
ened and she contiuued to run safely until just before night, when another sea took her on the

quarter and threw her dowIl so low that t.hc sails again lay in the water, the whole after part of
the 'Vessel was submerged, and the water raIl over the forwl\,r(1 (!ompanion-~ay, partian~T filling the

forecastle. For a short time it waf! thought that she could not regain her uprigbt position, hut
everything held securely a.nd she soon righted. On the 28th of Jalluar,)', 1881, the ~choonerEdith

M. Pe\Y, emplo~'ed ill the haddock fishery, was thrown on her beam euds, part,iaIly filling the cabin

and forecastle, and throwing the cabin stove, fnll of bot coals,illto tbe captain's bunk. The fire

was extinguished before any damage was dOlle. She fortunately righted ag-ain without any serious
disaster. These occurrences are da.ngerous ill the extreme, and fhihermen who escape with their

Uves may be aecounted fortunate.
liThe schooner Sarah C. Pyle, Capt. I~iehard 'Warren, was struck hy a cross flea and capsized

January 30, 1870. The Cl'ew found safety by clinging to the sides of the vessel, until one of their

number was able to cut away the main shrouds with a pocket-knife, when the vessel righted, nearly
full of water. The foremast waB cut awa.y.and a jury mast rj~gj;d with the foreboom, and such
progress as was possible was made in l), westerl,,- direction. For eight- days the men were obliged

to cook their food in sea water, their water casks having heen 10l3t, and to mdt ic£'. to furnish drink.

At the end of that time th.ey encountered a vessel and were furnished with water and other neces­
saries. Five of the crew were transferred to the vessell hut the skipper and four men remained on
the wreck, determined to get it, into port. In this comli~ioll the} eneonnter~d It terrific gale, of

three dars' duration, and were blown off seaw(lrds a distance of 245 ruiles. Even then t1)1.'.)

remained undaunted by danger and firm in their intention of rescuing the property under their

charge, and declined an offer to be taken off. The wreck \nLS towed into a New Jcrljcy port Feb
1'ua1'Y lS, two weeks afl;e: the disasOOr-a fortuight crowded with great hardship and dauger to the

ruen so f'a,ithful to duty."·

• Glouooster amI it.. Fi8hBTje~, p_ 6iJ.
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SPARS ft-ND SAILS OABRmn AWAY.-The danger of losing masts and rigging has alreatly

been considered. Spars and sails arc, however, often carried away under other circumstances.

Accidents of this sort are liable to occur at all times, though naturally much more 80 in the winter

8li'ason. Perhaps no class of sea.fltriug men t3ke greater risks thau fh,;bermen ill carrying a heal'y
press of sail. In branches ()f the u&herics when'l it 1'cl extrem~ly desil"'.1ble to ma.ke rapid pa£BRl;cs

thi~ propensity is earrk'tl to an extrellJf', fLTul, as ~1 reSUlt, the sails are sometimes blown away or
maRts are hroken, aUlI, perhaps, other dangers are incurred. Perhaps the most Common way ill

whicb vess(>-!s are dj,;rna~tl'd is by earrying a press of sail against a bead sea. Another caURe of

accillent is that of jibiJJ~ fore and aft sails suddenly from one side to thl1 ot!wr when there is a
strong wind. This /tencmJir results in breaking the booms or the mast. The temptation to roakf:',
11 spcl'd.r passage is so strong that risks will be taken, although the ultimate results of sueh reck­
\~,,,,i; daxing nm;v he l\ l(lR\:\ ratlw"T than a gain.

Rt1NNING tiNDER, OR CAPSIZING.-The oondency to carry a heavy press of sail may result in
grel1t!)r 108s than tllJlt of Rpars and sails. The vellseJ may run nnder while going before the "i1ld
or C\1lllOlize when Ol~Liling by the wind or with the wind abeam. As there ha\"e beNI numerous and
oft-I't'pcated hair-breadth escapes from 81.1ch disasters, it ii! Ilrobable that much property amI maJlY

liTes llll;\'t~ been thus lost. Such \USafosters are pt";rhapl'O f',Ometilne,jl, \\navoid\lble, l;w.ca,uw of sudden

and unexpcctecl squalls, espechlly in the night) althongh mall,)' of them are the resnJt of gross reck·
If'ss:nes~. Not OlIIy doeR tlw mflHter imperil his own life but ahm the lives ofh15 erew. So fearless
and ardellt art, the flshermllIl that the better judgment of the skipper iE! frequentl.r overcome by the
solic~itatjonsof th,) crew, and ill the lJOpe of outstripping some rival vessel sail is carried in Ullrpa­
sonable excess. This is often the case when a vessel has just left port. The crew are then, per­

har.s, U11t'h'l' the iwo.uenc{\ of sDirituouB liquors, whi.ch render& them more regardless of danger tllUn

common, amI unabk to properly perform their duty. Several vessels ha:\'"e been lost, tH'esuIllltbly
gOOl! after leavin g port, and t llE'ir loss is ascribed to sncb causes. Of the many installoos re!itted
by the fisherme1l of Ilarrow escapes either from carrying sailor being struck b,)' sodden l'qualls, Wf'

\l" ill me IIti011 the fol Jowing : III the fa.ll of 1877 the schooner Wacbnsett was running for tb e Gralld

Balik in company with the scbooner IIoward. With a, strong northwest breeze the ,esrels left

Gloueester together, anll the following nigbt, when ahont a hundrerl miles from Cape Ann, tlJe.
wind increased. The IIowunl sbortened sail, but tbe Wachusett, attemptiIJg to carryall sbe bad
sprearl for some time longer, was struck b~' a heavy putT and driven under so that her forecastle

was partly filled with water. Tlw men on watcb at once lowered the mainsail part way down,

\l"hidJ relieved the vessel :wd ii, <1i"aster was averted. In Maroh, 1878, the schooner Marion, while
retnrning from the Grand l1ank, was rlHlUing in a southeast rain-storm uuder three lower sails.
H. W\\'" lligl1t 111\(1 inte.nM~1:i' dll.rk. Th~' wind blew strong and was incrM.aing fast. All hands were
caUed to shorten sail. HefOl'~ it could be done a squall struck the vessel and huried her 1('(' side

completely uuder water and came near sinking ber. The blackness of night made it difficult to

shorten sail, but the sails \\,pre lowered with tbe least possible delay and fortunately in time to
avoid an.y 8erious disaster.

The narrow esell pes deseriheu. WBre i.n thB case of vessels running free frOID the wind. There is

also great danger in caITying a heavy press of sail while sailing b)' the wind or with the wind abeam.

Jt is not uncommon for some of the more headstrong of the fishing skippers to carry so mnch sail

OIl their vessels that the 1('13 rail is completely under wat<'r roost of tbe time. A few vessel8

rnay lw, \\ble to Btan(l bdn!!: driven in this ma.nnel'~'With ('oUlI)amtive safetJ', but witb the mf!jority
of them it is big1Jly dangerous, and liable to result lIot only in the loss of the vessel by CBp6izillg

awl filling, but also in the loss of the live!! of thfl Cl"ew. J\fany instanOO8 are related by the fisber·
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men of narrow escapes from serions disasters while sailing by the wiud under too much canvRs, and

a few instances of loss of vesselsJ with more or less lives, are OIl record where they have been cap·

sized in this manner. The schooner Angie S. Friend, engaged in the lladdock fishery, while beating
up Bostoll harbor iu a strong northwest wind, Witf\ capsized, and, haYiIlg filled, sank to thll bottom.

Part of the crew succeeued in getting into OIlC of the dories; they wen'l without oars, but fortu­
nately drif'Wd ashore. The rest of the men, with the exception of one, who "\va~ drowned, climbed
to the ma.sthead, wllieb ]'(Imained above water, and clung there throngh tbl) night. 'l'1.lCy were

rescued the following morning in all almost sensel()~s conditiou. The sehnoller Hmmetta Green·

leaf, of Gloncester, while making her first pa!:umge to tlHl Grand Ba.nk in tloc spring of 1876, was
struck bya. squall in the llight and knockp,u on ber beam eDd~, aUlI quickly filled with water.
E'our of the crew were drowned in thl\ cabin and forecastle. TherC1'1t c~caped ill two dories, but
being without oars they drifted helplessly about. They suff('lred greatl~.. from exposure to the cold

and flying spra;'(. The dories SOOn separated from cach other. One of them was pick0d up by

anoULer fishing vessel, though not until one of tho lien had died from exposnre. The other dory,

with five ruen, was never heard from.

The fury with which these squalls sometimes strike can 8carcely be comprehended by thoso
who hlL\Te not witnessetl them. The schooner Ahl))' Dodge, which was makillg a passage to the

Grand Bank in December, 1808, was struck b;y a tornado with such force that, although she was
at the time lying-to under a two·reefed foresail, she was kllOcked nearly on her beam ends, atlll
only by the prompt lowering of the sail was. t.he vessel saved.

RUNNING ON SHOALS OR ROCKS.-While making pa·ssages to :md from the fishing grounds,
ycssels are liable to strike 011 ~hoa,ls or ontlying led gcs. In that pa.rt of t Iw Western Atlantic most

frequented hy New England vessels there are many of these dangerous places, either in the track

to the grounds or on the bauks themselves. 'I'ht" most rClllurkabll' of theRe shoalB, and pos8ibl:­
those which hMTC been the cause of more losses to the fisl1illg fleet thall any other, arr· those of
George's Bank. These are but little out of the course of the vessels freqllcnting Georges in

winter. A small error in the compass may bring a ,essd unexpect-edly on theRe shoal... The

more prndent fishermen guard against this danger bJ the careful use of the sOllIlding-h·ad. It is
difficult to tell how extensive thcSlj losses have boen. .Ma.ny .essels have had narrow escapes l hut

tbe, lost onel:J leave no sur\"ivors to tell the tale.
The sl.lOal of Cashc's Ledge is a source of 8pf'eial danger, as it lies almost directly in tue ves­

sel's track, both in going to and coming ''rom most of the fisbing ground~. AltllOngh this ledge is

not sboal enough for a vessel to strike under ordiunry circumstances! it nen~rtheles!;breaks in heavy

weat,her and is therefore extremely dangerous to he encountered at suell timE's. There is no mark,
no buoy nor light-sbip, W tlistin guish the s}lOal places, and it is not E'~tsy to tell when the ycssel is
approaching them. It cannot be wondereu at tlJat several disasters have (meuued ill that, vicinity.

Tho scbooner Rattler, while returning from Newfoundland to Gloncester with a trip of frozen

beorring, on the 17th of January, 1867, passed over this shoal, where she encountered heavy seas

which threw her OIl her beam ends and dismasted her. ]1. waA supposed that the schooner John

W. Low was lost there in the same gale.
There is a shoal on the northern· part of Brown's Bank on whieh there is said to be not more

than 9 to 14 fathoms of water. This shoa.l, though not to be dreaded so much a1' George'r>. or

Cashe's Shoals, is, ne\Tertheles"!, a danger t.o be carefully avoided. It is ill the direct track of tlll:1

fishing fleets on their way to and from the various bank!'!. Several illstances are related ill which
vessels have met with perilons adventure" ill flIat lnealit....- aPII olll;y 1J;lI'ro\\" IJ' (.,<c:ljw(l (1(,,,t rll('tinn.

The long saud· bars that extend out from either end of Sahle Islaml. for It t1istfLnce of Hl tn 1~
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miles, are very dangerons ro vessels on the paasage to and from the Grand Bank and other eastern
banks. }I'OI' 3 great portion of the yeaI' this island is enveloped in dense fogs, and the currents

in the vicinity being very irregular, it is e:x:tremely difficult for the mariner to tell hiE! exact position.

1'bere are outlying rocks and ledges ofl'tbe coast of Nova Se.otia which are in the track ofvessell'l
going to and from the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and the eastern ban'ks. hlany serious disasters
have oecurred Oil these Iedg<*l amI rocks and thore are 86veral iustanoos of narrow el>Ca.pes from
,lestruct;iolJ.

DANGERS TO WHALElls.-The principal dangera thus far mentioned have been those encoun­
tered by yest;els in the COlI, IDiwkereI, and baljhut fisheries from New England. We have yet to

consider the d;wgerl> to tlte whaling and sealing Heets. These vessels are, of course, liable to many
of the sanw perils as L,e '18hing craft, especially to heavy gales and squalls. On the passage to

the cruising grounds the whaling vessels do not carry 80 much /Sail as merchant or fishing ves·

sels, timB not lJeing to them of .'mclt vast importance. Dangers, common to other vessels, are
less likdy to happen to whalen;. Prom the start, of a voyage, men are contiuuaUy aloft on the
ward! for WIIll.les, and are likely to see uDproaching llanger IDore quiekly than in the caae of a

merclwut ship, where only OIH' D),tn is on the lookout, aud he, as a rule, not expecting any imme·

diate danger. Whalemen are genel'ally well trained and ready for duty at a moment's notice.

Only one·half of the crew, comprising' one watch, ill OIl deck at, a time, but ill Gase of danger or the
approach of whales, all cun be quickly summoned. As a rule, the half of a whaling crew includes
morn mell than the entire crew of a merchant vessel of the same !<ize.

Instances of whaling \,t1!lsuls lJeiug blown over or of wave!; breaking over them, thereby causing

damage, are not common. Such disasters sometimes, however, occur to vessels in the Arctic

or Antarctic Oceans, where thtJ.Y are exposed to severe gales.

DL7'\GERS IN J,EAVINa- AND APPRoAQHING THE SHORE.

The dangers incuITflll iu approa.Jhiug and leaving the shore!:! are perhaps more to be dreaded

than allY others, and great skill, coolness, and prudence are requisite to avoid disaster. This is

e<\l~ciany th~ ease. hi tU0 fte.hm:i.t,w, of }Te.w England, heeauw Uel.\1:l-y all of the larger anu most fre­

quenteJ. fishing grouw.1s lie in an easterly direction from the COaBt. Easterly wind~which are fair

101' llwkillg pUH;ugCS towal'll tbe land, are generalIs acoompallioo with thick weather. This is
('speclal1l' tile ca.se ill \Yinter, w!leuse\Tere suow-storms often ovurtakc the fishermen 'Cfhen but a few

miles frolll land and on a lell shore. The densit.y of the snow often renders it impossilJle to discern

objects far enough oil to clear them, and it is at the utmost hazard that the fhlberrnen undertake to
wake ,I. harbor. 'l''hr-y often :tlll'fo,wh 60 IlMI' tbe land betore the weather becomes thick that it is
as daugerous to attl'lnpt to keep off sbore as it is to approach it. Fishermen are induced to take

the latter risk for the reason that if they do succeed. in making haroor they will escape being
eXlwo;ml to Ow st,orm on a lee shore, and may also obtain a higher price for their fish. Probably

IlO oth~r ChIli'; ~\f s\~a-{\lli\lg men take euch great risks in running for tlle land, but such is the fi8h­
ermcu's knowledge of the cWUHt and tbeir. !3kill in handling their vessels that, although there are
lIJany llair·brcadth (,&lapes~ there are comparatively few disasters resulting from this cause. The

following are giyen 1113 a few of the many lnl,ltances of this characWrthat have occurred to our fish­

ing flet.lt:
On the 26th of Feurua.ry, 1863, the schooner Mary E. Hiltz was lost oft' 1tfarblebead during a

violeut snow-storm while on her homeward po.88a~ from Newfoundland, and ODe of her crew was

llrowned.
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During a gale on the 10lh of January, 1878, the schooner Little Kate went asLore nCar Dax·

bury, aIHI her entire crew of thirteen men were drowned.

III February, 1878, the sello01wr Eastern Queen, of Gloucester, while returning from George's
Bank, nm into Massacl.lllsetts nay in the night. The wind was blowing ~trong from th(~ north·
eUl>t, and the vessel was runuing under a. press of sail when the lookout suddenly descried land

1l1.JCIUl. He instantlx shonted to the mau at the wheel. The helm was put t1o\\n and the ,"essel

lJrongllt to the wind, but before tLis had heen fairlr accomplished she struck on a ledge. 'Not

witilstamUng the imminent peril in which they were plaC€'d, tllf'Y succeeded in getting the sheets.
trimmed bJ the wind, and thiE'. careened the vessel 1;0 much that after striking two or three times
she jumped over the 8unken ledge. Although slle had struck hea.vily she still remained tight Hnd

was workell off the Je{1 811Ore, arriving iu GIol1cester the following day in safety.

Vessels leaving the laTHl, bonrid to the fishing grounds, though starting with a fa\"omlile wind,

mas meet with violent easterly gales before olJhtining sufficient, sea·room. These gall'S are gcuer­

all,y accompanied with snow, and the vessels being on a lee shore it is sometimes difficult to l'8eal)('.
disaster. The da8s of vessels undcr consiuet:l.t!oll are better prOVided with cables all~l flndlO!'Oi

1ban allY OtlWf 8ea-going craft, and arc thus ('uabled to rille out It gale safel,)' 011 a lee shol'l', itl

-Yhich no ...-l'ssd carrying can\'as could 8ueecssfnlJ,Y work to wind ward. This is, doubtlesfl, olle of

the reasons wh~' tbe loss of vessels from bring drjwll ashore ill gall'S is comparativcl)' small.

Although gal~s are less fl'cquellt in the spl'iug awl l:mUl mel' SI':U-;OUf<, t.he ]lr~'valence of dense fog,;
exposes the fh,!Jf>rmen and all Sf'amen to mJll!:;j(1t'rahl\~ daHgers when upproadtillg tile land, awl

IImll.r dil:oastf>rs, some of them seriouo; ill charaf'ter, llan~ happ<>uetl from thi" cause. Sucb dangers
are not uulike tllOse already discussed, excrpt that tlll'y an' not usually a(~(>()lllilanicd lty such llig:h

wimlii l and, occnring durilJg the wamH'r pilrt of tlll' ;year, are lIOt. f;o snn, to he disastrous,

TIJE DAKG1i:RS OF COLI.ISIO.:i WlTn O'l'HER VESSELS.

COLLISIONS ON 'l'HE FISlII:>TG G1Wl:KDS.-Thc lhmger of collision is to lJl.' dl'caded. M:l.IlJ

losses have resulted from accidents of this kiml, and lives, as well a" Ifl'operl.y, have been sncd·

flood. Collisions are especially lial)le ill localities whr"\:' great llulllben; of vessels are llassing ami

repassing, as in the vicinity of Long hhmd Sound, or 011' Sand)' IIook~ New Yllrk, on Nantu('kct
Shoals, ('j}' Cape Cod, or neaf Cape Sault:', Nova. S('otia.

Fishing vessels are perhaps more liable to collisiml than aUj' othel' Y(lssel~, because of tlwir

tendency to gather in large fleets, where fish-and espl'dally mackerel-are foum! abundant. StwlJ

is the artlor of pnrsuit that the loss of booms and oth~r light spars is considered of small impor­

tance, and the risk of losing them is often incurred ill hopes of ohtainillg somc advantage in tIll'

fishery.
Another fruUfnl season of oo1lision is when a fleet of several Luudred sail makes the attelllpL

to enter the same harbor at one time. Tll{\'y crowd in such numbers at the uUl'bors entrancc that.

it is next to impossihle for them all to <'scape some uamage. 'file injnriel'l thus sustained are

generally of minor importance, such a8 carrying away booms OT bowsprits. Some of the serious

losses by collision are the following:
On September 26, 1869, the schooner Isaac "Walton, of Gloucester, while returning f!'Olll

George's Bank, came into collision with the schooner 'William Babson, and received such injuries

tba.t she sank shortly afterward. The creW were saved.
On March 17, 1864-, tbe schooller Triumph, of the same POf't, while bound to New York; wus

rnn down aud sunk b~' the steamer \Vt!stm'll Metropolis. Tile C:lp:;\in and three of IIf'1' cr(lW \~('r(\

~aved by a boat from the steamer, but two or the crew were urowlH·d.
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On January 17, 1873, the schooner Frmlklin A. was run down by the schooner E. B. Phillips,
off Falkland Island, Long Island Sound. 'fhe E. B. Phillips struck the Franklin .A. amidships,
carrying away both masts and cutting turougu the bull, causing the latter to sink almogt immedi·
ntely. The captain and the mate were knocked on'rboard by t)Je shock of the colliding vessels,
hltt were rescued, narrowly escaping a wuterr grave.

On )Iay 31,1865, the sChOODel' Northern Chief, returtling" to Gloucester from tlw \Veatern
Eank, was rUD down and Runk off Cape Sable 1),Y the English steamer Bosphorus. The schooner

had l~ crew of eleven meni fire of tItem were ill tileeahiu, and, rusbing on deck, succeeded in
Rcrambling up the rigging and boarding the steamer just as the schooner was going down. The
rest of the men were drowned. This {liJ:lilsteT was attributed to carelessness on the part of those
keeping watch on board the steamer.

On May 2, 1853, the sclJOoner Ocean NyllljllJ, of Glrmcciolfer; waS run down by the ship Sarah
,laue off Cape Cod, lmt tlie crew were Sfi\'€lJ..

:Many otber instanccs wight be related where YCs8t~IR and liveR IHt\"e been lost from collision,
amI many more in which the vessels were badly injured.

Collisions sometimes occur througll gross rccklessucss, or Iwrllaps purposely in a spirit of
retaliation or gpite.

Among tbe vessels engaged in tbe mackerel .fisher,}', when jigging WES the method of ea,pture
employed, tbf'rc was a sharp competition not only between the Provincial and American fleehs,
but to a still greater extent between \"esspIs from different ports along the American coast, and
sometimes among those who were eloi:ie neighbors at home.

'V-hen mackerel were plenty in a.ny one locality. large fleets congregated there, l.ying to in

close proximit:r. At such timefl each was anxious to secure as great a share of fish us pos8ible~

ancI in the attempt to do this the rights of other vessels were considered of secondary importance.
One practice, that of "lee-bowing," as it is ca11e(l, was oftell a cause of ill feeling. To" lee-bow"
a vessel is to heave to directly under her Ice, thus tolling away the fish which are. playing along·
side, having been attracted by the bait wbich has a~read.y been thrown overboard. The skippers

of the vessels tbus deprived of fish to which the.) had thc first right, often seek 3 rather savage
revenge, By dint of skillful seamanship they carry away a boom or:l boat of their rit'al without
:reeeh'ing any injorJ' thl.'mseh"es. Such iujnrics may sometimes be fe-paired at once, though they
may cause the loss of much valuable time spent it) port. When from two hundred to fonr hundred

sail of vessels are closely packed together it is not uncommon for many accidents to Lappen evell
when they are unintentional, especially when there is a fresh breeze blowing. It is then not unu·
sual fOf annmberofvcssels to met't with s\1(:h minor disasters as the carrying away of mainbooms
or bowsprits. and even more scrious damage Itl;l.Y be illllieted.

Oue of the many instances of this kiuu took place off the northern shores of Cape Breton ill

tllCfall of 1867. A fleet numbering between two and three hundred Mil had collected in the
vicinity of Cheticamp, and, as it was late in tile fall and the mackerel were moving rapidly on the.ir
was from the fishing grounds, it was evident that another chance of catching them during thal.
geason was nnlikelS to present itself. The mack.erel bit freely, but would stay only fOf a. sbort time
alongsiUe of the vessels. For this rea,sOIl the "cssels were under way most of the time. The wiml
Llew fresh and the crews were eager to improve this last opportunity for that seMon. A great
mally of them were reckless in the extreme. A number of the vessels had their sails torn, their
ISpars curried away, aull maHY were run down and cut nearl~T to lhe water's edge. The disn.bled
nssels were obliged to cease fit;hing and haul out of the fleet for .repairs. The loss of the opJlor·

fllllity to fisb seemed to be tbe lesser e\'il, for the)' were on a rock .bound coast and far from lIony
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good barlJor. \\'it11 a sUlldcu chunge of wilid tlH'.y would baH been exposed to the dangers of a

I~e shore, which, in their disabled cOIHlition, WQuld probably haw resulted in the loss of the vessel.

DA~GERS IN UA.RllORS.

To a perSall unlicquaiuteu wilh a seum<ln'~ life it migld $('cm probahle that veBse!s in lnn'oor
would be free from danger, but this is not al ways the Calle. TLere have been installces of great losf'

of pr(llH~rty,uud e"'l1en of life, in th{, ~~ase, of w!>£l.'ls in harbor at th{j time of thedisustcl'. ThQS-(>.lo~"k'"

are sometimes due to the im~ecuritJof the 1131'1101'8 during gales. lIIo1'e especially is this the case if

there is a large fleet of fishing' ,<essels at nuchor together with coasting vessels, whiell are not S(1 well

provided witt] cables lIud anchors. Sometim(,1J a yessel of tlJo latter class will strike adrift, UIllI,

coming in contact with others, will be the means of l1riYiIlg them aslJore. MallY losses of thi<,; kilJd

ha..c occnrrcd in tIle Gulf of Saint LaVi"rence, where sew'ral of the places resorted to b.y fi,,\j(>f1ll('1J

for shelter arc simply "one-sided" harbors, llffording proteetion to tllC yessels WhCll the wind io; ill

certain Ilireetions :wd are open to other wilHls. lIICl:tion lJas already been made of 108se!> at Pleas·

ant Bar and Ghdicamp, whidJ are two slJe-HeI'S of this class, ""bere many serious disastl'fio; have

occurred.

On September 8, 18lJO, a scyere Imrric:lUe occurrcu on the New Engl:1lJu coat;>.t, in which seyera\

Gloncester ...cssds were lost iu sbelters of t.Il is ill secure kind. Serious disasters bave also ta1-.' II

place at Souris, Pl'ince Ellwanl l"bnd, . ';\lauy \0'-;8e8 have also occurred in harbors 1houglit to
be aecufU. Amollg theo;e mu~· be meutioncl! sCYenll dis~sters tLat hu,e occurred at Port Howl,

Cape Breton, ::\falp('(}ue or UielliliOIlU Harbor, Princo E!lwnru Island, and mallY other harbor" along

our oo1l8t and that of XOY:l Scotia. !1Jst:lllC('-1'! of losses occurring in barhOl's of this kind mig-ut be
multiplied, but this is probably uot m:cesl<ar;'1, since those interest.ed in the subject can find nUlrWT­

ous disasters of this kind recorded in uewspaper!; priutf'd in tlte large fishing ports,

DANGERS FROJI ICE.

DA.NlJERS 1'0 J.'lSIlING V}~SSEV;--'I1Je danger from collision with icc is one to which the Yes­

sels eDgaged in the Granu Bank, Ne'll'folmdlaml, Cape North, Labrador, antI Greenla,nd fisberies

are particularly liable.
In th~ latter part of winter awl in carl~' sprillg large masses of field ice, as well as mauy

icebergs, drift far sonth, co,ering u Urg'o extent of tlle t'flstern fishing grounds, including Flemh;h

Cap, Grand Bank, Saint Peter's BalIk, and Banquereau, and ice ha-s in Borne seasons extended 80

far to the westward a,s to drive the vessels fmlll parts of We"tern Bank. T!Jere are perioJs of [I

few years in succession when the fishermen are troubleu hut little by the flouting ice, but there is

!Uore or less danger each RpriUg on the D<ml\!~, aIlU still more uanger while making passages to and

from them.
For seyeral wee,ks in the S}lrings of 1875 tm<1187G the wbole of Banquereau and Green Bank,

part of the 'Vestern Dank, and the greater part of the Grand Dank, werc covered with immense

fields of drifting ice. Many vessels wero driven from tIle fishing grounus and obliged to lay hy,

wait;'Jg for the ice to recede. Several of tbem were in collisiou with the ice or it drove foul of them

wbeu they were at anchor. Some vessels received considerablo danlag(', their planking beillg' 80

ltadl,\' cbafed as to necessitate repairs. Jt is llOt positively knowil Ilnlt any vessels engaged in the
Grand Bauk fishery met with very serious damage hy collision witl! !I'e uuring those seasons, hut.

it is supposed that the loss of the James L. Shute amI Janet 1tlitld ll'l Oll, in the spring of 1871" W:IR

eauscd in t,bis manuel', This seems t.llC mor~ probable as the i(',/;'l fut some we~s about the tillle

they were on their passage to tIlt' Grand Ballk~ was (\rifted from 7r, 10 \00 mill'S SOlltll of the lati-
.""..
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tuue of Sahlp Isla1Jtl, 'JIlt! was) then:fOl'lC', tlil'eetl~' in their course. Much vf this ice was n~ry heavJ',

and a collisioIl with j';, cspecially wlwll a ws"d WHi; rUllning at great ",peell, wouM result in almost
certain dl'stmdiol1. :Uany lHlrrow c.~e~ip(''' frmn ,lis(t,__tpr occurred to the halibut fleet while 011 thl'

passage JIOUlC, hut as ]j](1si of the tish('rrJH~11 W(·ft~ awan' of Ow preSPIlce of tllC ice tllp;,> geJlerally

mUUtlgcd to ese:lpt' witliout aJl~' i,,'riuus Jos.'"

VCtisc]ti cngageJ iuthc Nl~\\'fulllHllallll lwrrillg' flsher.r Imve lll'eu ,mlTOUndl~d h~' tit-Id ice for

wet\k.: at a, tillle,# while 011 i1w pa"sage lIOIlW, amI many thrilliug tales are told of snell nurro\\'
escapes from Ili!'lastcr. ])uulJt!l\.% SOUl(loJ: tlw lossf'ti of vessels engaged in tlds lhill\-'r'y l.Jave bccu

the result of col!ii;iMIS with ice, although litHIC of tll(' erewf\ of the mis~iug s~hooners hanl IWOJJ

left to tell the stury uf ;mch disasler.

'fhe yl'",wls l'llgag:w'l ill the cod fi~heJ'Y about C,lpe .Nottll, llort~ end of CHIle Breton Jslaml,

8Ometilllcl; llwd ,'·it It ('1l11sif]l'rabJe llifficuHy from llrifting" fiehl·ice alHI :ue often dl'iven from the

fiahilJg gmJ1IHl. III lIll\' ilJ"tiluce a n'ssd !'Itar/ed her vlallldllg' b.y collisiou with ke ill that vieiuity

so that slH' "pnlJlg a Il'a1;, :wll olll.\" by gn'at l':Xf-'rtilms wa", ]a'pt afloat lIlll il Rhe l·caelJeil il place of

safet,\. Jlon· 'll' 11_'ss llillieu 1I'y is also exp('ril'llf~d ]Jy Yl'ssl'!;; eugaged ill the }I agdall'lI II erring fi;;;h­

er;y. They ellcolllltl')' tlrirt!llg ice nn th\:'ir l,assagl' to tlto;w iJ,;Jands ill till' ",pring, uuu/ although W(I

have DO acroulltsof uuy .'wrious disastcrs, the imllJulIit.y from such may he ascrib\~d to the extl'eJ\l"
vigilance of tlw JblwrJlleu. Vesi'wls fishing (Ill tlJ(l Flemish Cap are Y"Q- much e:qJOsed to eontae!,

with icebergs l'n'u as late as July,

Perhaps uo other n'ssl,ls are so Jlllwh t>2>pused to l1augBr from itt as the halilJUt 1Jc"t of .Kew

England. 'l'hp,Y meet with many driftillg iceberg." and, occasionally, with large masses of fidd-ice,

on their J"(mt.e tu the northern grOllllds. JII tIle spring of 1880 f>(>Yeral vessels Which 8tartel1 foJ'
Greenland were oLligeu to gin' np the \'oyagc aud return to tlw Gnml1 Bank on this aeCouIlt.

Ict', frrt>;,:iJJg in masses all tllc "cBs"l's "ails aIlt} riggoillg in CXbTIIle1y cold weather, i:-:, IwrlJ:lPS,
more to be flrradefl than collisioll with floating tee.

In tlw winter seuson the temperature is often so low that CHU'y bit of flring spray t~,(Jngeals

wherever it strikc.'>, a lid tJJC n~ssels SOOIl become so loat.led down that they arc almost llumall·

ageaule. 'l'hi!'; is Hue of the (~O[IJIl10Jll'st perils of the winter fisheries, ami one that re!}llil'cs great
fortitufl~ amI resolution to overcome, All.)' Jll'gleet to impro\'e every opportunity of freeing the

vt'Si'eJ fmIll je!~ wOllill ROOlJ I't'ilU!t jJl lu'r fOlllJl]{'rilJg. Sometimes, for IInJ'" and nights 1ogethf'J",

the men mu~t rPIllaiu Oll deck, eOllstant!.y employed ill poulJding the iee and always at the immi·

nent risk of lJeiug S\H"llt oHlrho;lnl. Vessels sometimes urri,e iu fishing" )lorts so badly" iceu up"

that it is imlJossible to lOWPl" the sails or to bring them to au auchor.
D.L""I"GER~ TO 'VIIALlKG ,}~SSELS,-On the homeward passage the Arctic whaling ,'essell<, in

thick weather, arc in COIJstant da,nger from icebergs, especially u,hout Hudson's Bay, Uumberla1ll1

Gulf, and Davis St,raits. TIl('T(, i:,; lesOl Ilangl'r on the outward passag(\, as the l' watch ou fled'·

is more eagerEy Oil the luokout. On tire homeward voyage, bowever, wben the approadJ of whales
----------- ---,,-

• TlI'ell/y-jour (fam in the iee,-~cll"()lH~rS H'm~Wfl!<] and HattieI', which left this port for Newfoundlauol for a load
of frozen herring in D'·cc11lhcr b~t, got frozen ill while on the homeward paSl:lagl", I"ebru[l,ry 9, in :fo'ortune Bay, ollll
remain""l tIler<' <Jllwen ,10'·s. Gvt ck:lr tl", 19th, fin,! went into Ule ice /I.,gain the 8ll.me day amI remained there unl il
MllIeh 3. Sc1100U'-'f!! 8. C. 1':oye5, of K~wlHlry!,ort, Bu,t Charles A. Ropes, of Camden, Me., were 0.180 in the 8.1m"
predicunwnt. Calltail) 1't'IlU1Jlgt,l[1 (or tbe Hnew-llnI) made a drawing of the scenc, in which the foul' yesr;l)l~ art'
visible fast locked ill tile ico. and the crews of the HerewQl'(l and Ra.ttler busily engaged in gdting 8OIIlO l)ro\'i~[ou,;

from the S. C. KOyt'R, which by at a ,listance of 3 miles. The iee was so rough that tbey were obliged to carry' tho
f10nr in bag8, and Uw lIwn wi1h the Lags on tbeir backs, and the captain witb th" empty barrel to put it in when It
T(lQchl'd th,) veasel, lUak;~s " lh.,]y· ,,·e,ne. It wa~ II fe<li0118 expCl'ienee for nJl hands. and gJa.d ollongh werll tb,'y 10
get clear of their' icy 1.\oll(1~. Foctllnak j t Will< that the Noye~ COllJ,l sllPl'Iy them wi tll fionI', othel'wlow the men won 1<1
have suffored for thi~ necessary of Uf<l,-Cape Anll ..faver/iller, March J7, Itl76.
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is pot so Ulnch ail object of inh'rcst, tIle lookout is 1101: kept with such ,igilalJC(·. l'h{; greatest

prccautiolls against eolllsioll with icc are taken from the tillle the yessels il}lproaell the region where

ther expect to find ice-ahout the l11tter part of JUlJe-thl'Ough JII1:-, Angust, and tht, firf't part of

Septemlwr.

Yf'$sels engaged in the wlnl]C fisheries of the Arctic Sea, north of lkl'ing\; Straits, arc eX]loseu
t,o great danger from icc, awl many of UWft! ba n~ ueen lost, cituer b.r lleing dri,cn orr slJ()re hy tIle

ice or ernf3hed lwtween masse" of heuYy p;.H:k-ice.

Since 1871 more tlmn fifty whaliug Ye8sdl> huye bet'll lost ill the Arctic, north of Bering's

Straits. ]n 18, I thirty.four out of a fleet of tliirty·nine vcssels wert; crushed in the pack-ice. In
18/G twelYc out of a fled of twcnlr sail w~'ro 108t undrr similar cirCuIllstance.'>. The story of the
great disaster of 18i1 is told by Starhuck, in his IIistory of the \Vhale FislJi"'S. IIe sa;y,,: 'I In the
fall of 1871 came news of it terrible (li;;astel' to the Arctic fleet,' ri\'uling ill its extent the depreda­

tions of the rebel cruisers. Oft' roint lll'lc!Jcr thi!1.y -fOlu vessels I,[lJ- eTllsllf'tl alHI mangled in the

itt; in l((,lw;llnlu wl:r~ oyer twelve !llllJurc<1 He:lmen who~ by this catastrophe, were shiJlwrecked.
• ... • Ou the 2d of September the brig Comet was cauglit by the bea,:\, i('e ~l1Jd eomplde]J
crushed, ber cn'w bare].)' r~eapillg to the other vessels. • ... • .Kothing but ice was yiJSiJ)Il' off­
shore, the o:lly clear wa teT being where the fln't lay, aud tltat narrowed to a, strip from 200 YUJ'(!H

to half a lllile ill wi'lth, amI l~xtelldillg from Point Beh~b('r to 2 or 3 nlilet> south of "~ainwright

Inlet. !Io .. '" Ou the 7tb of SrpteIlll)('f the Lark I~omau, while eltHing-ill a whak', was
eaught uetwel'1J two illllJlenSl' floc;; of ice off Sea Hori;C 18lamb, whence sin' had hl'lpll's.sl.'" drifted,

amI erushell to atoms) till' oflicl'rs (InrI crt'w escaping over the icc, Sl\\"ltJg: scared} anythilJg but

their fjYes. The lll'xt UllY trw bark Awashonks met a similar fate, and a third fllgitjn~ crt'w ""CHI

11i8tl'ibutCtl among illl': n'tmri\l\l\g ",l1i\l",." 'Ilwr(' Ul\l.leal'f'U no cbal\l:e of rdief to the ice·bound
\'esse;;;, aIltl after eummlta.tioll among the captains it WUs agreed to abandon tlieir ;;bips., amI II daS
.'let Whl'lI they woulll take to buats ill hOpE'S of reaching othflr \-el:;sels wbich ,,"ere outside the lmrrier.

"The morning of the Uth of September came, and a sad d;]} it was to the crews of the ke-honnd

erafts. At lIoon tIle sigua]s, flags llt tIl(' tllustheads, uniOll down, were set, which told them tlH'

tilne had come when they must SPH\r themscIves from Uwir "essels. As a shitl":\l family (~eh

wilen tIle de~~ourillg tlarnc~ destroy tlw llome which was tlwir oll'l.lelter, lind witll it tbc little sou l-e
l\irs aud lwieclef\j:; IIlf'Uloria];; which bad lH'lCn flO carefUlly collected and so carue~t1.v trct\slln:I], "0

feels t1:le mariner \ylien compelled to tear himself from the ship which seem~ to him at once parl'llt,

friend, and l,;hl·lter." AnN two days' struggling with tlll'ieC find wan's, the boats, hea\ily 10adl'11

with their freight of 1,200 whlllemen, reached the more fOitunate "essels Ulld were kindly Cilf('E!

for 11.)- their fellows. Fortunately liD liTeS Were lost by this disaster, thongh the money IOS8 was
upwards of a million and a lialf of dollars. Tue 10s8 b,y the disaster of 187G was .lifty mell; RIllI

vesseJ8 RJ)U cargoes valued at $800,000. Further details of these awl other lIi"asters to tbe Ardic

fleet are gi,en in another scctiOll of tlliR report, which discusseR the 1Jif't{Or~' and mdhod" of tht\

wbale fishery.

DANGEHS FilO}! J~lRF. AND L1GnT::'lr~G.

Pishiug vessels are sometimes exposed to dangNs from fire and lightning, which canl>e many

misbaps, if not serious disasters. In JUllP, 1:-;6-1" a fire broke ont in tile forcca~tleof the schooner

Sea 'Vikh, at anchor on Cashe'8 Ledgt'. It wall discovered by the men who were on d~ck dress­

:ng fish. 'fhey immediately rllslted fOI'ward with buckets, aud br the ilJO"t strennOllS eflorts, exp08~
iug themSelves tbe while to the flame8, suc(:ceded iu extinguishing the tire bdore an;y very serious

damage bad been done. Another instfl.uce of this kind occnrf/?>11 to the schOOlll'r Princess, of
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Bucksport, Me., a few years later, while [sing ill Pl'OSl)cct IIarltoT", Xuya Scolia. All of tIle crew

except the Cal)tain had gone to thc wreck of the steamer Atlantic, a few miles distant from the

harbor. The fire broke out in the forecastle. It was first observed b.}' the crews of some yesl'els
near by, and tbey proceeded to tlul rescue. Although the fire was well under W::l.}', th{'J" sue·

ceeded in extinguishing it by cutting holes through the deck, bufnot before the vessel was badl,)
damaged.

Instances of vessels haying been struck b.y lightning arc not at all rare, but as a general thirlg
they are only dismasted or receive some other slight itljuries. Thcre are a few cases, also, where

some of the crew bave been l'ery seriously injured.
• •

DANGERS OF AT1'ACKS FROM MARICIfE ANl1ltALS.

Fishing vessels are liable to attacks from whales and swordfi~h. In the" Histors of the Sword·

fish'~ instances are recorded of attaCKS UIJOII vessels by swonlfish. Many of the New England
fiRhermen have their stories of swordfit<h striking tbeir vessel. A New Lonuoll fisherman of

many years' e:xperience states that there are sF.eral broken sworus in the hun of hi.s vessel. The

danger from these attacks is from leaks, which have sometimes resulted in much damge.

Whales have been known to strike antI cause the destruction of merchant and whaling ships,

hut. we have no record of such disaster to fishing craft. "The Fil'herics from IG:?3 to 18iG," pub·
lisheu at Gloucester, gives the !larticulars of a vessel of that port being towed IJ~- a whale. The

fluke of the anchor caught in the lJluw·hole of the whale, amI tl1E~ frightened animal rushed through
the water with the vessel in tow. It hecame necessary to cut the cable in order to sal'e se,eral of

the crew, who were away from the ,essel hauling their trawls. In 1878 the 8hip Columbia was

sunk off the Newfoundland Banks by a blow from a whale. TIle crew took to the boats,und wl're

rescued by Cnptain Deljdcs, of the steamer r. Caland. 'flIe story of the 1088 of the wbuleship
.Essex in the southern seas is one of the most familiar in the annals of the whale fishcr~'. "TiJe

boats of the Essex had killed the calf of a whale, when the mother, apparently uIl(lerstHuding

their connection with the ship, aHackt,u it, retreating about a mile to get hcadwa;y, !lllu striking

the ,essel on the bows, staving in its timbers and making a hole so large that it was useless to
attempt to stop the leak." The crcw took to the boats, and were finall.y picked up.

DA1\GERS FROM: THE DEFECTS OF DAD CO~STnUCTION OR FROM AGE.

Although the majority of the fishing vessels are as snbstuutially built as an.y in-the world and

are wdl calculated in this re-speet to withstand the strains whieh may be brought to bear upon

them, ~'et unprincipled llUildt'rs 80metimes take advantage, when building a l'Cssel for !'."ale, to

I>light them in certain particulars. 'fhese may be briefly mentioned as-(l) by putting.in defective
timber or planks; (2) br insufficient fastening j and (3) by a lack of care in calkhlg the ve-sse!.

If to these defects are also added others in tlw rigging of the vessel, it follows 118 a matter of

course tlmt she is poorly calculated to witbstand the vicissitudes and perils incident to the pursuit

of tIle fisheries. Vessels of this kind are sometimes built to be sold at It cheap rate, but snch a

pl'Ucticc is entirel.y wrong, for it exposes the !i\'cs of many men to the danger of being lost at aea.
Therc should be provision for the legal punishment of those who engage ill such nefarious enter·

prises.

Defects are, howet>er, more froqne-ntI)' to be met with in old ves!lcls, wllich are in some ca~l'I

.sent to sea as long as it is IJossible to obtain a crew for them, and it is to be wondered at that
Illorc fatal dislU!ters have not reauJt.ed from such a practice. There is no doubt that the cause of

,. Report U, B. Fish Comrni!!8ioner, Part VIII, 1880.
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the loss of many ,aiuable liyes migbt be traced to this source; anu owners wtlO wm Pcrslst in
exposing men to snch peril, certainly are deserving of the severest condemnation.

T!.lo fisllerIOul:, who is called upon to ineet many dang~rswith which each >oyage brings him
in contact} and for tbe resultR from wbich the owners may not be held responsible, 8houhl have at

least the security of a stanch and well.rigged "esse!.

liO.. DANGERS TO FISHERMEN ON VESSELS AND IN BOATS.

DANGERS TO FlSnER~IEN ON VESSELS.

SEAS STRIK1~G TilE DECK.-The mogt common accident wbich is liablu to occur is caused hy
heavy seas, which strike the fishermen as they stand upon the deck of a ,essel, knocking them

down and often inflicting serioQs injuries,

III the winter of 1877 William BrowIl, one of the crew of the SChOOIleJ' Howard, of Gloucester,
was struck by a sea and severely injured by being" knocked against the bows of tile dories which
were lashed amidshIps.

In December, 1880. ouc of tIJe erc\\' of tile schooner David A. StoQ' was gtandiug all watch at

the bow of i.llC schooncr when a heavy sea struck the vessel. To avoid being thrown o,erboaI'd,
he gl·asped. the irou braces of the forward stoYe funnel. The sea knocked tbe Yess",l upon her

beam-cnll::!, and when she righted he was found insensible, with his h'g broken and several ii\plin­
tel'S from the fore boom, wbleh h:ld been broken by the foree of the sea, driven entirel;)' thongh the

limb.
Instances of this sort might, be multiplied, but it is sufficient to say that they occur frequently

every winter, amI rarely withont serious or fatal results to the victims, who are sometimes washed
overboard.

DANGERS OF I'ALLIKG FROM TIlE RlGGING.-Anot!.ler serious danger il> that of falling from

aloft. 'l'llis kind of accident, howew'r, occurs less freqnently than tho former.

Capt. Garret Galvin, in the spring of 1875, fell from the masthead of the schooner Restless,

while on the Grand Bunks, striking the cable-tier. Ill' received no serious injur;y. His was a \"Cry
fortunate escape, for lives are sometimes lost in t!.lis "Wa.y, and a person thus falling rarely escapes

with less serious results than the fracture of a limb.
In the spring of 1&78 Capt. Joseph Campbell, {If GrOnCe-Bter, feU from the. llHI.Bthead of !liB

,essel, which lay at anchor on ~he Banks, and was killed. Men sometimes fall from the main hoom
while engaged in reefing the mainsail. In mo~t cases these accidents arc fatal, sillce at such times

the weather is generally too rough to permit their being rescued. Such falls are usually occasioned
by a sudden lurching of the vessel, causing the men to lose their hold.

'Whalemen sometimes fall from the rigging. Such accidents arc usually the result of careless­

ness on tile part of the sailors themselv-es. At times, while the ercw are taking in saii, the canvas

wraps itself around a sailor and thro"Ws him from tllc yarfl. ",Vhether he falls on deck or overboard

depends upon the position he OCCUpiCll 011 the yard.
DANGERiJ FROM MOVEMENTS OF TlIE nooMs.-Fishermell are sometimes injured by a blow

from vne of the booms, usually the fOl'ldlOom, as it swings from side to side. The injuries are

usually to the head, though sometimes the man is further wounded by being knocked upon the

deck. It is quite commoD, alSO, for them to be thrown overboard by a blow of the boom or by

becoming entangled in swinging ropes.
Men are sometime8 thrown overboard br a Iludden lurch of the V("ssel. They are gl'ucrally

lo~t, for at such tlme.a It is too rough to lower a- boat to re8Cue them.
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DANGER OF llEl.NG WASHED FROJI TIm nOWI'3PRlT OR JIB-BOOM,-Anothcr danger is clrcoun·
tered by fisbermen while on the bo.....sprit engaged in furling or reefing the jib. As the \'cssel
plunges up and dowll, the bowsprit is often completely snbmerged. It is then VCrj' difficult for a
man to retain his hold and to preycut, being washed off and drowned. The force of the sea adlled
to the resistance oftbe water to the rapid motion of the plunging vessel brings tremendous power

to bear upou any object on the bowsprit"

.A. remedy for disasters of this class is possible. If, as in the English cutter and some other
European vessels, our schooners were provitled with two jibs, or rather with a fore staysail and a
small jib, instead of the immense jib wlliuh is now commonly in use, in heavy weather the jib could

be furled and the men would not be obliged to go outside of the bow to shorten sail. This style
of rigging has been introduced to some extent upon the New England pilot·boats and upon t1le
larger class of Nova Scotia sclJooners, and is quite a1:\ applicable to all fishiug vessels.

IIIen going on to a jill·boom to· furl the :t1~'ing jib are liable to be washed overboard, and wallY
instances are on record of disasters of this kinu; most of which have resulted in loss of life.

IIIen al80 sometimes fall overboard h.y the parting of tlle foot-ropes, or by missing their hold
during a sudden lurch of the vessel.

DANGERS MET WITH IN HOLDlXG THe CAllLK-There is danger in connection with" hold­

ing t1le cable" when it is "ho\'c up" or hauled in, eitber to change the arrangements of the chao
fing gear or to "weigh the anchor." Tlle sudden rise of 3 "es~wl on the t'rpst of a wave Illay
jerk the cable forward and throw the persons wllo are llolding it. with mnch violenc(' owr the wind·
lass and into contact with the iron brakes, thm~ inflicting inj uries.

DANGER FROM LrGllTNIl'iG.-Yes~ds arc sometimes struck by lightning, their masts shat·
tered, and injuries inflicted to the crew. This sometimes occurs on t.he Banks, and in 1878 several
vessels were thus injured while l~'ing at the wharves at Glonce!1t.er.

DA1WERR Xo'UO::\l Pl::RNITURE.-::'>linor accidents are frequent on shipboard. "-Then 11 \'eRsel is

knocked down hy a sea the eabin 8tO\-e may llreak loose and tumble abont, burning some of tllC

men. In the gale of December {l, 1871lJ sucb an acddent occurred to one of the crcw of the

Rchooner Ruth Grove!:!) of Gloncester.
DANGERS FROM CUTS OR BRUlSES.-In dressing fish or cutting bait audden movements of

the vessel are likely to cause fishermen to cut their hands. Such accidents, however, are not gen­

erally serious, thongh fingel's and thumbS are soDlelimes sacrificell, When a man is cngaA"oo ill

fishing the least cut or scratcll soon UC('OIlWS a painful 801'1:', for it is impossible to protect the raw

surface from the slime aud salt with which the hands arc constantly in contact. Sometimes pain·
ful abscesses, or what are called hy tllc fishermen "gurry sores," are the result. In the summer
months fishermen suffer a great annoyance from the stings of "sunjeUies," "sun-squalls," or "sea·
nettles," usua.]ly of the species Oyanca arotica. The tentacles of these animals cling to tbe lines

and seines and the sUngs of the lassoo cellI' cause the most intense pain at times. On the southern

coast even morc serious results are caused boY contact with the tentacles of the Portuguese man­
of· war, which sometimes produces a temporary paral,rsis of the muscles and always Mote suffering.
All fi~hermen protect their hands, when dressing fish, by wearing mittens, but, nevertheless, slime
will penetrate between the fibres and get upon the skin. In handling the lines,fhe fishermen use

the so·called "nippers," knitted from woolen yarn. Cots of rubller or wool are used by the mack·
erel fishermen iu order to protect their ling-crs when fishing with hand-lines; and sometimes tht'.y
winll ram aroulHl their fingers for the same rl'<lson. Almost all of tbe fisbermen upon the Banks
are afflicted with smoll boils (called" PiIl:jinnels ") npon the forearm, caused by the chafing of the
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hea.vy clothing saturated witlJ &:llt water antI the contact of the cuff of the oiI-jacket with the flesb

of the wrist.

DA"NGERS ero FISDER).fEN IN SMALL nOA'l'S.

Tlw fishermen in trawling on tIlt) Banks mmalJJ' go Ollt iu tlH:ir dark/; from olle to tllITC milcs
from the vessel for the trawls, and arc exposed to uumerous dang{'l's.

C.d.psrZED BY ITKAYY SEAS.-Boats are capsized eitIler when the lllell affj l'OWillg" to nlld from

tlle yessd1 or 1;I"Uell they arl;' fHlgaged In hauling or "eUing the trawlf\. Pages could lw filled witll

il1stancc!l of this k i lid, oftPIl resultin g iu loss of life, amI frequeIl~Jy rem arI, uhI c fur exmnpIes of
heroism ou the part of fishel'UH'1l wIll) ll:l'l"fl matl{', attempts, at the risk of tlwir o"'-n lj\~es, to :-oa,*"
tllelr weaker comrades.

"Schooner Neptune'" llriuc wa,s wrecked at Malcomh's Letlge, Me., S(>l'lemher 22, 18GO.

Tweh·c of her fourteen men found a watery gnlYC by the Rwaml)ing of the boat in whidl they

sOltght to reach the shore. Que m:tll, IIenr.r Johnson, wus enabl('d to mgain the boat. Slle waR

fun of water, but fortuuatt'l} there was a bncket ill lll'r, and a coil of rope. ,yith the fOrlllel" he
cOD:lmenL'ed bailing, anil by dint ofIwnl lahor managed to free hf'rJ alHwuglJ she was contiwlIlJl,r

taking in water, A hogRhead tub from the velOselltad urifted across the boat amidships. Tilis he

sC{lureu with Ids rope, and that made the boat ride 1I10rc easHy. 'Vhen llC got tirl'd of bailing the

boat he would crawl into the tub, amI when tbat got full of water IH:' would eommenee bailing the
boat agail1. He knew not wllitbcr he was drifting, and became so uUerly exhausted that, long ere
da;ylight dawned, be fell aiShlep. At noon -timc a Belfast schooner si ghted th craft, bom UOWIl to

her, and her siu,4'le ]Jai'iscnger wa:,; leeched ou board aUl1ldndly Clued for. Olle ot!lrr of the crew.

'named Marsh, secured a resting place at the foremast. head, where for (-'ighteell llOnrS h(' enunn'u

greater agonies t1Jall dl"ath could intlkt. The surging walers rc~lJed to hi.~ Twist, n-I.liJl' tlw l'iUi
less rain beat upon his nn}ll'Otm:ted h(J~1I1, and tho paug'l of thirst, am} hungn dallloretI th:"!.t he
SllOUJd cease the unequal strife and $('cl>: o/)lidon in tIle seethiug flood, But tlj{~ instinct of Belt:

preser"ation was strong, nuu he maintained his position until llig feet were ch:lfc(} und ruw, and

delirium set in. ilis critf\o;tl pm;itioll was at last discowred by two fishermen on Seal Island, ami
he was taken off and tenderly careu for until reason r~suTDed it!> thron(' and ]W WHf' alllp to tala.,

passage for llOmep·
CAPSIZED nY WEIGHT 01" 'l'RawJ•.-There is u:lllg.~r of being UIlsct by the straiu Oll the trawl

lin{l1 afl the dory rises upon the sea wIlen the men are lJauiing in the line. Thc"!ille is usually,

in silch casciI, arOllllll tbe trawI."winch, or " hurdy- gunl,Y," and cannot be slackcned quiek cllGn;:h

to prevent up!';etting the dory.
OAPSIZED BY SHII'I'IX&- 'W ATElZ.-A dory llea"ilr loaded 'l'it11 nilu i,~ Jbhlc t{) J>{) IIPS('t hy

shipping a quantity of water which brings the gunwales below the f'oUI'facf'. 'Vben a boat i-\l

upset in this way the men seldom escape from drowning. They are cloLLed from head to toe in

heavy clotbilJg, bosiUes stiff outer clothing of oilt:!d cotton or rnbber, and with hea,,:,· boots, so tliat

they have little power of movement ill the water. In addition to this the water is extremely told

on the Banks, in summer being rarely above 40° or 42°, anil ill winter LH:nrly at the freezing point;
the nnfortunate fishermen become 80 chilled that they arc incapable of TItuch l.'x{'rtion. Of late

years the Gloncester fishermen 1Ja"c adOlJted the cnstom of fitting the dories with" pIng b('ckQt~,"

which are loops of rope fastened to the umler side of the pIng in the bottom of the dory. This

loop, or "becket," is large enough for a man (0 thrust !.Jis arm throngll, and IlC ean thus eling to
the bottom of the boat uutil ht'lp may reach him. A I' Iife·line" is also occasionall;y' used. This is..

• Gloucest-el' nud Its Fishede~,pr. 66,67.
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a light rope stretched along tlle bottom of the dory ncarl>' from stem to stern, being fastened at
euch end and in the middle to small staples, and with two or three "beckets ll large enough for a

man's arm. These are preferable to tllC 'l pIng-becket:>" because thoy enable two Of three men to
cliIlg to the bottom of one dor~., which is sufficiontly buoyant to support tbem WitllOut difficulty,
Lut not to aUo,," them to rest upon it. Numerous instances of the preservation of life by the llse

of this simple means are on recoru, awl it is simple iulJ.u:manit~· to send men away frOID the ves!'Rl
in dories which arc not equipped with some such means of safety, for it is almost impossible for a
fisherman to retain hold of the smooth slippery bottom of a capsi.zed dory, ·coustantly swept bj' Hie
breakiug seas. The "life-line" wa. iutroduced a few years ago, but the I'plug;.becket" has been
in usc 1001' Hi .yeurs, though not to much extent until recently. These ropes do not impede the
speed of the dory, and the only objection ever urged against them is that they iuterfere witb slid­
ing the dories about on tbe decks of the \'essels.

V\TASHED rnOM THE BOA-T.-The fishermen arc quite often washed out of their dories by

breaking "cas. In the f<lll of 1880 Thomas R. Lee, of Gloucest.er, 'While engaged in hauling a
halibut trawl on the Grand Bank, was strntk b~' a sea and thrown Iii or 20 feet from his dory. He

rose to the surface twice, but was so much cnculllbcrell by his clothing that he was unaVlc to swim.
As he was sinking the. third time he caught the trawl, which was fastened to the dory. TIy me-aml
of this he tried to haul himself up, hu t when "iill about three fathoms under water one of the hooks
caught in his tinger and wcnt cODJplctel,r through it. lie theJJ grasped the trawl above his head
witL the other haud awl b,Y a sudden jerk tore the lJOuk from his fiuger. He hauled himself up
and reached the gunwale, but just then uuother hook caught in his clothing, which rendered it

Uiillcult for him to get into tbe boat. He called to his dorymatc for help, bnt the man was too'
frightened to assist him. B~' a great effort he lJUUcd himself o'"er the side of the dory and fell
down c:Khausted. This is an instance of the dogged plnck of the t.ypical Gloucester fisherman, for
a.fto·.. recoycring from the firBt cxhallBtiOII he }W:l:Bistcd in hauling his trawl and filling hie dQl:Y
with :fish before retuming to the .-essel.

DANGER FROM SQUALLs.~Wbile tcouing tbeir trawls fl~bcrmen are liable to be onrtaken
by heav.y .squalls, especially in the winter season, and are nnable to reach their vessels. Such
squalls afe particular].}' dangeroll8 because of the force of the wind, which createH high seas,
and tlw;r arc often accompanied with denee snow, which adds to the anxiety a·nd periL Instance.'!
o( this 1>.in(1 arc constantly occurring', and afi'ord some of the most exciting episodes in the fisher·

mau's life, since, in every instance, a determined and heroic effort is made to regain the vessel in
spite of tLe wind and sea. Their efforts are often aided by their shipmates on the vessel, who
fl~stcn a line to a dory or buoy and allow it to (1tift Qut to the men who are struggling to reach tlu'.
wssel. Sometimes over a mile of rope is paill ont in this manner, which expedient has resulted in

the sa,'jtlg of numerous lh;es. \\'ben that is not a"\'ailable the cable bas sometimes been cnt or
the anchor broken out by l)QttinS' sail on the vessel, which then runs down toward the dory and

rc.scU\'s the men. At night 8 light is sometimes rigged to the paid·out dory. When all these
expedients fail the lost fishermen way be rescued by other vcssels in the neighborhood, but too
often they drift about for several days before being picked up. Fishermen have been thus adrift
for six da.rs without food or water and finally rNlCueu, and many more have perished after drift·

ing for p, long' time or have been soon swamped by the breaking waves. When fishermen are thus
adrift antI exposed to bern-y seas they may succeed in kt'eping t1l(\ dory aftOllt by means of rigging
1\ "drag," a contrivance by which the head of the dory is kept to the wind and sea" and it is tbus
prc-wnt-ed from swamping. This "drag" is often made of tbe bod.r of a dead halibut by tying it
by the head and tail. A buoy keg, with a hole in it, which will fiU with wQter aud thn8 preseut a
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resistance to tbe sell, is also used ,,,ith the Bame result. The men meanwhile Meady the boat with
their oars to prevent it from SWinging "side to the windY

PRECAUTIONS AGAINS'£ LOS~ OF LIFE.-Much suffering and loss of life lIlight IIC prevented if

tbe fii;hcrmen would carry food U1Hl water in their dories WhCll they go out to hanl the trawlt'>o So
maIlY vessels are passing dailJ' mthe vicinity of the fishing grounds that the dHHlces are against

a boat drift,ing for wallY days without being picked up, provided the men are able to ker-p up tl.teir

strengtb and spirits. Many of the banks arc so ncar the land that the men couM succeell in rcach­
ing it if they had provisiolls to rmpport their strength for 11 few daJ's. Tlle custom of carrying
water and occa-sionaIfy prO\<ifiioll'l in the dories in thick weather iS

l
it is claimed, coming' more iuto

fa vorl but this simple precaution <Igainst disaster and suffering should be imifitcd upon hy humane
llUulic sentiment, and possibly also by legal enactment.

It has been suggested that it would be useless to make laws for the govel'mucnt. of fishermcn
when they are out of sight of the officers of the law1 but no matter how carelesl:; the crew and skill
pers may be, if a law allowed th~ fishermen to bring a suit for damages against the master and
owners of a vessel which sent th~m out in a small boat without pl'Ovisiongl it 'Would be clearly to

the interest of the latter to oblig~ them to carry the necessities of lif('l no lImtter bow careless the
men thcillsel,es might be.

.Tohn Maynard, of New Lon(],oll, aIllI '\Villiam Corthell, of Lyme l Cmm., of schooner GiIt'on
Carman l left that vessel on George's on Wednesday, March 17, 18G9, in a dor:y, to haul their trawlt:l,
and while doiug 80 a very beav.Y thunder-squall 1!pmng up, driving thcm frorn the banl;:i'!. They
had at the time several balibn~ and from sixty to scwnty codfisll, which they had to throw oyer­
board, with the exception of one, which they retained to cat. After eating a little it made them

sick l and they wcre obliged to throw it away. On ThursdaJ- night they saw a YeSI'd, but weN'
unable to attract her attention; were drifted about all day Friday and Friday night

l
wit-bout auy­

thirg to eat. On Saturday morning a duck lit in t.he vicinit.y of the hoat1 wlJich they managed to
kill and ate it raw. Ou Saturday night1when they had nearly given up tlle idea of beiIlg sayed

l

tbey maul' a light a few miles ahead. They immediate1J' pulled for it, when it provcd to 110 the
schooner Henry Clay. During tbe time they were in the boat they had a stearly storm of rain and

suow aud were frequently capsized, but with the aid of a bucket they managed to keep the boat
clear of water. Corthell had his teet badly fro.-;en. Maynard's arm was badly ebafed and SWOllCIl

1

and bofu suffered greatly.-
"TLe Domjnjon Gov£'xnmen t iltt>JllDf"X .NewJidd, C:lptJjjlJ Gullion], 3rJi\-NJ il t llJi]jf,ax from

Sablc I8land to-day, and brought up William Coleman and James McGrath, who had landed Oll

tb~.,_ island. Tbe two men belonged to the fishing schooner Procter Brothers, of Glouecster
1

:Mit8S.

They left the vessel in a dory on the western banks of Newfoundland on the n:lOrning of Sllllda.y,

April 18, to attend to their trawls. While at this work a gale sprang up, and they were unable to

get back to the vessel. For fiye days they drifted about at the mercy of wind and wavcs
l

withollt
food or water. Their sufferings were intense, as the weather was yeI';)' cold. McGrath had both

feet badly frozen. On the evenin~ of Tuesday, April 22, tlleir dory drifted ashore on Sable !liland,
and the two men are kindly cared for by the mell stationed there to aid wrecked people."t

DlllGERS OIl' FOG OR TillCK WEATHER.-There is constant dangel', at all Seasons of the rear,,
of fishermen, while oat in the bOats1 losing sight of the vessels. In summer, whcn there is no

snow, the fogs are most prevalent. To prevent accidents of thts sort, so far as llossible, vessels are
pnftided with bells, hornl!l, and guns. The common tin horn amI Anderson's Ilatent bOrD, in which
the air is forced -through a reed by a pistoll l are the most common horns in use, Occa.sionally the

.. Glouceatcr and Ita FiIlhe:rleJI, p. 66. t Donon Herald, April :m, 1880.
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oM-fashioned eonLJh-f1hell horn is carried, amI this is cOllsidered by many experienced fishermen
superior to the tin horn. Some vessels carry moskets and a few of them small can DOll. The firing

of cnnnon is so expensinl and dangerous that they can only be used in an emergency, and they
are Dot generally fired until too late to ue of any assistance to the nwn who are hstra;y. It is
('!;;timated that an ordi"lury horn can be heard iu calm weather from 1 mile to 19 miles; with an

ordinary breeze it can be beard to the windward perhaps not. 200 ;yards, to the leeward l)erhnps a
mile; but in mnch of the weather in which fishermen are out hauling their trawls such a born
cannot be heard to a greater distance than oue·qllarter the lenglli of one of their trawUines.

Au objectioll to the Anderson piston horn is that it gets 80 easily out of ft:'l'air that sometimes,
after being used for a fl'w hours, it is of no furtller service until it has been overhauled.

There are ,'Oety serious objeetions to the use of tile mouth horn. The labor of blowillg this

d(~volves upon the skipper, who remains on board the vessel, and is obliged to kC<'.p blowing from
rooming until lIigbt, in order that the boats may keep within a safe distance of the vessel. 'Illis

continual blowing is very exhausting, so that tbe 8kiIJper~s powe1' to aid his mell is very much
diminished at thtl clOl';e of the fla;r, wben the sound of bis horn is gt>lIerall.y most nCf'dcd. SOlDO

de,iee by which a succession of loud blasts, at frequent intervals, can be kept, up 011 board of the
ve8sels, especiallJ some horn which can be worked without the aid of the human lungs, ,lila
powerful enough to he heard a long distance, would be of the greatest importance to our fishenneu,
as well as to sea-faring men of all classes and nations.

Much of tlw danger incurred by the tIJieklH'BS of the fog 11f('Yelltillg the Dlell in the (lori(~s fWIll

sel'ing their vessel may be averted hy the use of a compa:>s in each dory. Although this custom
bas been growing iII favor within the lai"t tell years, yet proba.bly not, more than one·half of the

dories belonging to Gloncester vessels an~ providrd with thi1i illstrnrnent, lllld the prO!lortion ill

H'ssels from other ports is vers much 11.'8$\. It'seems culpable llC'gligence on the part of the ownerI'
not to provide COm!laSSeS for their crews, sillec tbe cost of all instrument cmfEiciently accnrnte to
answer eyery purpose does not exc~ed $3. It is a fair qucf>tiotl whetber they should not be obliged
by law to furnish such additional safeguards to prevent suffering aud 10ES of life. It shoulU. be mell·

tioned in this connection that where compasses Ore used they are in ever.y instance furnished by
the erew!;;, and nut liS the oWliers of the vessels.· Fift~··two men were reported to ha,e gone
astray, froIn Gloucester vcsst'ls, in about two montlJS, in the f1l'ring and early slimmer of 18f:3.

])ANGEHS FRUM: C01.LISlOx.-Tbere is danger, ill foggy weather, of a dory being TIm dOWIl

by steamers or passing vessels, thougl1 disaster can usually be avoided by cutting the trawl or
anchor liue. Dories are sometimes capSized uy heavy seas when unloading their fish and ~ear

:Jlongside tlJe vessel. 'fhe manner of setting trawls under sail is described in the chapter on the
halibut fisber.y. This is the only method of setting trawls in the baudock winter fisbery. As tbe

vessel under sail a]Jprouehes tbe dories to pick them up, there is a danger of the lDan at the wbeel
miscalculatillg the exact distance, and, striking the dory, of upsetting her. Man;y instances of thi/<.
killd are recorded. Seine boats, with ten or twelve men OLl board, have been upset in this way:
though loss of life has Dot been frequent as a result of such accidents.

D..L~GER 01' THE UPSETTING OF SMALL BOATS WREN U:NDER SAIL.-This is a lIot uncommon
cause of loss of life, not so much in tbe case of the Bank fishermen in their dories as in the I>bore

fisberies, often carried on in sail boats by men who are reckless in their managemcnt.
_._- ..•-_._------ -------"-------

• LOST Jl> l."IIE FOG.-James13nrke and Henry Fitzgerald, of /lChooner E, n. Phnlip~, from I.e Have Bank, 14t11.
left tbeir ,;e8s",] at 4 p. In. New Year's day. A thick fog setting io, they were not able'to regain her, and they Towell
nil night, and the De1t day, when, at {; o'clock, they ""ere fortnnoteenongh to get alonp;&ide 8Chooner TragalJigzoDda,
where lher got something to cat, ltnd, taking a freeh start after getting reated, reached their own ve_' at midnight,
after hayinK bffn ao.ent thirty-ab: honn.-Cape .4"" .4drertiur, J,utl,arr 21, 1876.
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DANG-ER P1WM VRIPTlNG ICE,-During the latterpart of winter and in early SPIillg tbe haliuut

catchers on the Grand BanI,- llnd Banquereau are in danger of drifting ice, whi~b may separate
the dlll'ics froUl t.he nSflels. In the spring of 1870 ,>('veral dories got astray in this way, tboug-ll
they weH~ afterw:mls pkl,ell IJp anu the IDen were returned to t.heir 'f's>;r]j.. or brought into port.

DANGERS OF DEING DLOWN OUT TO SEA.-The lia,bility of fishermen, who are enga,ged in the

shore fishe,ries in small boats or dories, to be blowu off to sea. by sudden and high wiuds is a. dan- '

gel' to which this claRs are especia.ll.r exposed. lnstauces of fatal results from tllis cause are Dot
uncommon in most of the fishing COlllmunities, and narrow escapes from perHom; lJOsitions hM'e
Geen frequently recorded. A mi-'lbap of this very kind fs vivfl.I1;r descrillcd in Oelia Thaxter's
~, Isles of Shoals":

"Oue of tbe mOBt lJideou13 experiences I eyer beard befell a young Norwrgian now lidng at the
Shoals. Hc and a young companion came out from Portsmouth to set their ~rawl, in tile winter fish­

ing, two years ago. Before they reaclwd the islaml, Cl\UH' a sudden squall of wind and snow, chillin~
and blinding. In a few nlOllwnts they laww not wherl:-, they were, und the willll COIlt ill1wd to sweep
t!wm nwtly. Preselltly tlwr fOllud jlleWRt'h"es IlUtkr tlw 1/'<:- of lrJ.Jite lsltwd Read i tU<T threw

out the road-Iiues of the-ir trawl, in deSpel"l.le ]llllle tllat tht'y lIlight hold the llOut till tlle squall
abated. The 'keepers at the light-house saw the pOor felbws, but werlO powerle~s to help them.
Alas! the road-lines soon brokf', a~d tho little boat was swept off again, theS knew not whither.
1oo~jgl.1t came down npon t.hem, tm,gea on tlJat terrible blncl-.: se.'t; Hu: ,mow ceageu, tlw douds flew

before the deadly cold northwest wintI; the tllennoID('tcr sank below zero. One of tllC men died
before morning, tlle other, alone witll the dead niall, was 8till dri,en on and on before the pitiless
gale. He bad no cap nor mittens; had lost l.wtb. ITe lxlilel1 the boat incessantly, for tbe sea brokl~

()ver him the livelong time, TIe told InC the story himself. lie looked down at the awful face of
his dead friend and thought •how soon he shonld be like him' j but still he never ceased bailing­
it was all lle could do. Befote uigllt he passed Oape Cod and knew it as he rushed by. Anothpl'
un8peakabJ~' awful uight, and the gale abated no whit. Next morning he was almost gone from
cold, fatigue, and hunger. His e;yes were $0 8woIIen he could hardly see, Lut afur off, shining

wLiter than sil\'er iu the sun, Ule ~ans of a large schooner uIJJwared at the edge of the fearful wil·
derness. He managed to hoist a bit of old canvas on an oar. He was tben not far from Holme~'

Holc, nearl;y two hundred miles from the Shoals! TIle ~chooner saw it and bore down for Mill, LUI
the sea was rUllning 80 high that he expected to be swamped ever~T instant, As she swept pa1!t,
they threw from the deck a rOlle with a loop at the CliO, tied with a bow-line knot that would not

aliI" It caugbt binI o,er the head, and, clutdling it at his throat with botb bands, in an instant lie
fouud himself in the sea among tbe ice-l,'uld, furious waves, llrawn towards tho vessel with all the
atl'{,ngth of her crew. Just before he emergcIl he hel\I'd tile captain shout, 'We've lost him!' AL,
the bitter moment! FDr a borrihle fcar struck 1J1I'ough him that they might lose tbeir hold .au

instant on the rope, and tll('n he knew it would he all over. But they saved him. The boat, with
tbe dead man in it all alone, weut tosRillg", lJean'u knows wheTl:~.'l

Au early acciih'nt Df tLiH kiml is rcconlcd bJ· a chrollicler of coltmjal history:
"In January, 1641, a shallop: with eigbt men, woulll go from Pi!'-cataqua (though advi&ed to

the contrary), on the Lord's da~', towards Pemaquid, but were b,Y the Ilorthwest wind driyen to sen
for fonrtoen da,~'sj at length they reached IIIonhegill, and four of them iu this time perished with

ihe cold."
DANGER PROM D1WW1\11NG.-In considering the various dangers to which too fishermen arc

exposell by the upsetting of boats and by being thrown overboard, it is well to remcmb~r that
the men ha,e little ohance of saving themselves by swimming, however expert they may be.
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Overloaded, as ther are, with thiek clothing, rendered doulJly bea,'y by saturation, thc~' have

comparatiwTy Vf'rJ' Tittle use of their limhs; alllI; besides, the water is so cold that their muscles
would soon "Lecome paralyzed. The Jlwjoril,r of Kew England fishermen are completely ignoraut
of the art of swimming; in fact, tlw all'IJil)' to swim is not considered by them to be of an;)' speci<\l
illlllOrtancE', as it scarcclJ' increases their t'llillWC'8 for safety. In talkilJg with fishermen Dilon tIll'

:·mlJject thl'y will refer to illstUIH~Pi'i wIdeh h:IYC fallen Hnuer tbdr obserration of two men iu a

hoat, OIle of whom could f;wim awl tlJl' ollwr t~ouhl llOt. TlJe former, tnu,ting to bis skill when

tlle uoat was capsized, attemptet] to swim to a place of safcty and was drowned, wllilc the otber,
clinging to tbe bou t, was rh,<;ueu unLarmed.

PllECAUTIO:KS, M"TFAL OR pos-smLE, 1'"01: 'I'llE SAF]~T'l 01-' LH'E.-Strange to say, there are

mre\y l1lly proviBlmm {Ill ImI' fishing ft\.'{~t fGI' tl\~ sUJ:(,~Ol' of tl\08R who are overtut'noed into the wa~r.

If oshing ,cssels, like u]('l'dJant alld otlil'l' \"t'sseh~, coulll he compelled by law to carry lifc·buo:ys

or preserters, lll~ny Tiw...: migIlt .YI'ol'1~' ue sa"cd. Thi...: law nlight Ill' enforced much in the same
\\':IJ' ::is )Ias already b('(~n suggp'*'ll fOJ' 111(' provi;;iou of life-ropes and eatables upon tbe fishing
tlodes. .A small ontlay b.y tIl(' owner.-.; of the :fishiIlg yesilcls to .provide such simple safetr appa­
ratns as would be nCC'I]cd lly a ,('s",d nlHl its crew of tweh'e or fifteen men, would yield rCRults

of immense importaIlce in the wily of p1"l>Sl'nhlg valuable lh-es.

DA...'lGERS 01" SAL1W:"·FISIIl:'\G I;\" '].'HE Cor.UMTIIA RIVER.-At; the salmon hanl hecome less
abundant up tlll' l'in'r, the Illl'l1 gu farthl'l' down; amI now tlle best fishing is f(jUud ncar the bar
at tlw riYt:~r's mouth, wll(,n~ tlw bl'pak\'fs urI' "err dangerous, especially in the spring.

l\lall'y of tile .lll'hennl'1I are drun h or a"reel' ill the bottom of tbe boat when it nears the bar,

aUlI h£'lICO lose tbeir lives. Oftl'll, 1no, 8l)Uer llwl l'\killfnl men take dangero\lS risks for tbe sake

of a ~o()(l eatcb. SOIIll'times mio;cllIeullltiolls as to wind and tide result in the boats beiIlg driyen

intu the breakerI';, whcre the.r are swamppd at once.

In stormy weather, fm" variulls rt':lf;{)Jl&, SOllie men ure drowned almost every night. In 18i9

a"Lout.fort.r mcn were urowllcl1, antI mOl'e than that nnmber in April and Malof1880. Little Qutside

Ilotice is taken of tlwse lletlut'n( 1;. itlosf of tIte fishermen arc foreigners, without family Or friends,

lind, unless their bodies are taken in gill-nets, ",lIen dl'OWIlI'll tbl'X drift, ont to sea and tbe boat is
re.port~d a& mil>l>ltlg.

DANGl:llS '1'0 ·WIIAU~.ME::-' AKD ~EALlms.-'fllc wbalchoats sent ont fi:om the vessels to kill

and secure tbt; whalpg are oftr·1J l'truck by the whale's flukcs, and mallY wbalemen baWl lost their

Ii H'S at such ti meso Someti Illes the III ell lue C<'1ught by a foul line and being carried overboard

am drowned. Men f'ngaged jlJ Ow fur-o;l'al and sea-elephant fisheries have lost their Ii,es bS the
enpsizillg of tllC boats wIli\(' maliing a landing on the rocky shores of the seal islands. III the

description of tho whale fmd ~eal tlslleries, in another section of tbis report, numerous instances
of thl'se and otber dangers to whalemen and sealers are more fully discU88ed.

51. PROVISION FOR THE BERE:AVED FAMILIES OF FISHERMEN.

'l'hc nature awl extent of tIle disaRtcrs to which our fishermen are constantI.'? e~posed having
lWl'll considered, it is of int('rpst to know what systematic efforts are made for the relief of their
families whell, as is ui'uall.v the {:;tse, thej' are left without adequate means of support.

Private lJemwolpllee anll the organized chl1ritr of the ditTerent religions tIenominations have

bCt:ll fouwl SUftleil'Ut for tLe lleeds iu this respect of many of the smaller fil>hing eommnnitics, Iu
tbe larger portB IJriYafe charity is vPrJ' extensively practiceQ, notwithstanding the existence of

yariouoB charitable orgullizaUou~.
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In Gloucester, subscription lists are often circulated, musical and literarJ cntertainmCI:t;,; are

given, and benefit baUs are organized by the friends of impoverished families.·

On the occasion of extensive disasters, such as oeeurred in 18&2 and 18,9, large subscril'tiom;
ba,e Leen made both in Gloucester and in other cities. The contributions through various 80urccs
for the relief of sufferers at Gloucester after the great losses of February, 1879, amounted to abol1t

$30,000.

Man~y fishermen belong to sueh orgUllization~us the Masonic fraternity, tLe Odd-Fcllowli, amI

tho Knights ofPJ'thias; and in some communities the systems of assnrancp. and mutual help thus
pro,ided arc called into much acth-ity. A large percentage of the natiyc-born fisbermen are
probabl~'Freemasons. In Gloucester there are two lodges of Freemasons, llJul in Pro'dncetO\\Ll) at

Bootbul1y, 1I1e" and at other ports on the (',oast of Maine this orgullizatiou is large aIHl influential

TIH're is no doubt tbat if tbe town records of the eurlS days were s('ureheu nHwy instances

might be found of especial provisions for imli\'idual l~ases like that ill the law lJ('re quoted, which,
though not directly to the point, illustrates 1.11(' usage of the colollies ill the sevcnteenth cenlury:

"A tt the Generall COl1I't of his MatI. beld att Plymoutll, on tbe 4Jh of October, 1075.

HTbis court, being informed ()f the low cOlJdition of AptLya, tlle relict of John Knowles, of

Eastham, "hoe was lately sIayne in the coHonies sernice, towards the releiffe and support of the

said widdow and bel' childtt'n, haul' ordered to receiuc ten pounds (lut of the proffitts of the fishing
aU Cape Codd, wheTof fiue pounds to b(l pa~"ed to her this ~"eer) awl the ollle]' fine tlle rJl!xt ~'eer."t

One of the earliest instances of public aid to fishermen's famnit,s, of which record has been
fouud, was in 1771, when the provincial government of lIIassacImsetts placed in the hands of a

committee tbe sorn of £118 f()r distribution among the families It'ft destitute by the destruction of

twenty-nine nssels in a storm on tbe Grana Eank.
Charitable societies hayc been organized at >ariolls times awl places. Such was the _MarinI:'

Society of Xewbllrrport, which had, in 18(1) funds to the amount of '26)000, mostl~· the contribu­
tions und legacies of sea cllptnins, Among Hs bfmeficiaries at tLat time were said to be some of

the most re!'1pectable people of Newburyport, superannuated seamen) widows) and children. The

fisbing interests of this town have of late tit-cUlled to snell an extt>ut that there is no need of such
It society exC<'pt to continue its past benefactions.

Wellfleet, in its da~rs of importanee us a fishiIJg port, sUllporletl a clJaritable organizatiolJ

called "Wellfl.cetMarine Benevolent Society." In 1861 tbis society bad a resen£, fuud of $3,OOO.t
At Portland) Me., there are DO organiza"tions to llrovide for the fishermen's willows and

orphans, 'out the masters of merclJ!:mt Ye~fw18 are caretl for b;y nlt~ Marine Charita.ble Society.
The comparatively rare cases of destilnt iou among fishermeD h(>N', as ill mans other fisbing ports,

are provided for by the town poor laws.
In some of the largest fishing ports, such as Glouce!'lter, where the frequent recurrence of dis­

asters is so extensive as to be practically besond the reach of individual or extemporaneous efforts

for relief, charitable societies hU;'ie be(',n organiz\'d, b1lt we cannot lea,rn that any ar-enow partiCUlarly

active outside of Gloucester.
-----------"----,.---~-----~----~---- --_._,

.. A lilERlTORJOua A-CT_-Cnpf.. Ezekiel Call, who WlI8lo8t in tlw 8ChoOller William Murr.:lY during the 8eTere gal;,
of April 2, 1811, left Jl, widuw nnd five 8mall children. Soon II!ter hhl loss she WIlB pr~.sented with II honse-lot at Wn.r.
dale, and her rela,tives lind friends signiJi~d their intention of building 0. honse thereon and making her a pre8"nt of
it. The mOIley for the Inmbcr WllB rallied by subscription, the cella.r dug and stoneil I>y willillg ]JaJlus; then foilowcd
the Mrpentry work, painting, &e., all done by \"olunteen. The 110U86 was :rea.dy fer occupancy in the 8pring of 187:1)
and tbo thanks of the widow llIId the fatherle8!l will df\IJCend BI! Il benediction upon the ht>arts ,r tho!le who aS8istc,] in
its erection mthor by money or labor.- Gape ..:fllft .Adrerfi.ur, 1873.

tPlymoutb Colony Recorda, VoL V, 1668-1678, p. 17'1'.
~ Provinootown Advocate) Ja.D. $, IB7l.-uA notice of the annual m6<'tmg in the Methodist church Jan, 17."
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The most important and most efficient of these is the Glou~ster Fishermen's and Seamen's
Widows and Orphans Aid Society. This was first organil:oo in )larch, 186~, as the Widows and

Orphans Fund Society, and since that dat.e the yearly collections have been as follows: lRG2,
$18,544; 1863, $15uj 1864, $7,500; 1865, $4,601; 1866, $4,913;.- 1867, $3,546; 1868, $4,556; 1809,
$4,897; l8W, $4,420; 1871, $4,020j 1S'2, $4,220j 1873, $5,485j 1874, $5,1!J2; 1875, $5,120; 18W,

$4,605; 1877, $4,8;60; 1878, $3,2[)2j 1879, $18,559; 1880, $3,550; 1881, $3,900. Total receipts to
1881, $115,895. FUlld8 held by tIle socie-ty (invested) at clo:-c of season, 1881, $20,500. Total
expenditure in lJineteeu years, e05,395. •

In 18G2 the money was raised by public subscription. The terrible galea in January and
February of that Jear r('sulted in a loss to Gloucester of twenty ve:lsels and one hnndred and forty
men, leaving seventy-five willows and one bundred and sixty fatberless children needing aid. A
meeting of tbe citizens was neM ill the Town Hall and a committee appoin too to distribute circulars

stating the facts and eaIling' for Euuscriptiom!. In rcspoDt->e to tlJis call mOIley was received from
yarious parts of tlw ('Oll11tI'y, a generous citizeu of Salem eontrihutillg $500; in otner cities and
tOWlIS npwarUf.! of $10,000 wag mii'\l:'d; and the ll('ollle of GloncestN contributed more than $5,000.
About $8,000 of the reeeipts of the society that year w('re tlisblltl',('tl for the immediate relief of
sufferers, and the lJalluJ{~c ]U'Ju Oi,1 a fund for future neeus.

The following yWll', lSG3, eflorts were malle to intluce fishcrDlcn to join the society, and cer­
tificates were issued ,1t $1 each which entitled their families to receive benefit in case the one paying
for the certificate f;IIOUld be lost, Owing to the superstitiows of the fishermen this plan was not
ycry succ('sslul, oHI.y about olle hundred Ulltl fift~y of them being' hltlnced to buy the certificates.

In March, 1805, tlH" 80ciety was l't'organized under its present llame, and establisned on a perroa·
Jl('nt basis. All aU('lUpt was made at this time to induce the fil3befroeu to become life members by
the pa.Y!u('ut of $10 eadl, but tbis pluu met with no greater favor tllnD selling certHicates.

The most successful plan for raising money, and the one still in ftlrce, was first atteml)ted in

1864, By thi8 metbml an assessment of g of 1 per cellt. is lllade on the earnings of the fishermen.
This amount is det-Iueted frotn the fif;lwrm,l.ll'S share at the settling np of eacb trip, and the total

collections of the season are handed OYer to the society by tbe fishing firms at the end of each
yt'ar. AdditiOllUI amounts are receind from prinlto contributioD$. The large collections of 187f1

were ver;y largely from outside sources, Senral other aid societies were organized in that year,
and tbeir total collections reached nearly $30,OOtl. From '5,000 to '6,000 are now annuall~" dis­
bU1'8~.d. by the Wido-.;\s and Orllhaos Aid Society.)·a widow with three or four children receiving

.50, and smaller families abont $30. Besitles allowances of money, clothing and fuel to the
amount of $7n to $125 per family are distributed. The number of families receiving aid in ]874.

Was 120; in 1875,135; in 1876,136; in 1877,157; in 1878, 134; i111879, 208; in 1880,193-
The financial report of this societ,y for 1879 snows contribntions from abroad amounting

to $14,353.83; by legacy, $437.25; from fishing firms and. other Oloucester subacribers for 1879,

$2,705,0.; from interest, back subscriptions, and other SOtu'MS, 82,397••8; total receipts, $19,893.93.

'1'he amount paid ou t in cash allowaue.es was $5,351.53 j for fuel, $1,082.35; for clothing and shocll,

$378.41; provisions, $664.79; aid to Rockport families, 8325; paid balance due treasurer, $965.80;
expenses, $310.77; iuwsted, $\),000 ;C3sh on hand, $1,815.28 j total, $19,893.98. The number of
families assisted was 208, of which nnmber 109 were added during the year. There wero 22 pack.
ages of elothing receivetl and 860 garments distributed during the year.'

The annnal report for 1880 shows receipta--from a friend, .500 j from fisbing :ftr1n8 for 1880;
$1,771.85; from back subscriptions, interest and othersources,$4,675.96; total reooipb\ including
l~:18b on hand (.1,815,28) at beginning of year, .8,763.09. The dis'bursements were-ioaUowanees
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of ca!':h, $5,623.09; in fnel, 8n,165.24; proviflion~, $213.06; dotbing Rlld shOf'f': , '258.12; amount

loaned, $500; paid for book!;, printin g, &e., $17.42 j for treul".uleT an d NIlIector ~ $2i'i0; cash on hand,
$730.16. Tile llUmber of f:unilif'S rf'ceiving" assi",tance tIuring tbe yf'ur was I!I3, and t.he number
takell off the list during UIC year was :38.

Glot1('B!>tel' haR three other charitable societies, 0111'\ of wIJ jell, til c 'l'Pllemell t A f'l'ociation for

,Yidows aIllI Orphans, was organized in 1871. Its object is "to fl1rnil"h, at moderate rate, homes
for tlu~ widows of our lost tishermen.l' It l1a,1;; erected, at a cOJ:o\t of $i,5()O, a building eontainjng

teu tenements. This is a neat structure in the western llart of the eity, OIl "The Meadows." It
was, unfortunately, not built, in a sufficiently central location and ha;; not fully Elerveil the purpose
for whieh it was intended. The poor women are obliged to work for their H\'ing and this tenf'llIcnt
is too remote from tbe bas.v plll·t of the town.

The Gloucester Female Charitablp, Association was orga,nJzed in 1834, for the purpose of assist,·
iug the poor. Its funds are derived "from annual memberKuips and donations. In 1875 it aided
120 families, most of which were those of fishermen. Tlw fhmIlcial report of this society for the
yea.r 1879 shQ\1's l'eceipt~ from contribut.iolls, $4-,182.02; fmill IMse.<;smenhl, illtert\9t, &c., t254.TNJ;

ca!o\h on hand at beginning of year, $~6.2j; total, 14,472.79. The dishursements for the same year

were as follows: For grocerieF\~$tW1.05; for dry goods, $307.53; for ElhoCR, $54l.50; for fuel, stoves,

meat, milk, &c., $499.03; inve.'lted, $2,500; caRh on halHI. $~3.(j.s; total. $4,472.79. The number
of garm(mts distrihuted for the year was 1,145.

The Gloucester Relitlf Associl1tion was organized in 1877 for the relief of the del'ening poor
of that cit.y. It hall no a.ccnmulated fund, but depended upon \'oluntary contributions of the

belH'lVolent to meet the pressing demands constantly made npoD its cbarity. It bas no 831ar:i€d

officers. After the disastrous gale of February 20,1879, the association made an appeal to its ear­
lier beneficiaries and to the charitable puhlic fur the relief of the 53 widows and 149 children thus
left dependent upon charity. The appeal was noblj" t'"f'.sponded t.o, the amount collected beiDA"
$6,846.04-. Of this amount $6,496.31 was I.listcribnted to tbe needy, 3JJd the baJanee jn th8 treas­

urer's hands in Maroh, 1881, was $349.67. Besides the contributions of money, the association

received large quantities of clothing aud provi8ionO!, which were given to the families of the fisher­

men. It is intended to make the association a permanent one, aa there is constant need of its

kindly B€"rvicea.

Apart from the organized charitable a!:lsociations, mnch good work if! dOlle at Gloucester

in a more private wltY. What ia known as the Cape Ann Advertiser Fund W88 contributed by

subscribers of that paper for the relief of fmfferers by the gales of February and March, 1879.
This fund amounted to $611.59 and was the Dl(llll1a of doing much good. At the same period the

, Boston Tbea.ter Company Sf'nt a generoUs donation of money to Gloucester, which wall: disbnrsed
by the mayor, assisOOd by citizens. Collections have been taken in Gloucester ohurchelil from time

to time for the relief of suffering familiea of lost fishermen, and donations are frequently received

by Gloocester minjsters from benevolent persons in other placea.

SEG IV---9



E.-MANAGEMENT OF rrHE VESSELS.

By ;JOSEPll ,v_ COl.LINS.

52. EVOLUTIONS OF THE FISHING SCHOONER, oIt

There are numerous c\'olutions to be lJOrformed in conforlllillg the lllow'ment8 of tlHI Ye8"el

to the changes of thc wim1 j al:w, in changiug her eourse, and ill Illaliiug theme manem-(\l'!' incidental

to fishing which are peculiar to the New England fislleuuen, whose methods of seamanship are in

man;\' respects very different, frOlll thmw dM'whtre in Ill:!e~.

Tltese e\'olntiOIllI IW1.\' he tlisllllssed lllllIer tlw following lleads: (J) tacking, or eoming about;

(2) jibing, or wearing; (;1) ooxhauling, or ha.uling around; (4) shooting to; (ii) hea\'iug to, or

lying to; (Ii) bringing a wssel to an alwhor; en brinec,"ing' a \'N~sd to a drag; <R) get-hug under

way; (9) breaking out auchor ulHlcr "ail; (10) shooting alongside of a "eine,boat,; (11) shooting
alongside of a dory; (12) shooting a!(lllgsitle of a Wharf; (1~1) lee-bowing another vessel; (14) run­

ning a vessel upon a lee shore; (15) jumpjug It ve~sel oft' a ledgl~ on a lee shore.

TACKIl'iG, OR COMING- .ABOUT.

The act of tacking a .ft8hing vessel iB lJreci"ely the same as with any other fore and aft rigged

ve6Sel. This is done b~' puttillg down the helm and making fast the jib'8heet to leeward, so that,

as the \'essel comes ;;0 the wind, the ji b ",ill take aha-ek and (Iause her to fall off in the opposit(J

direction. To t,ack lin ordillar,)' fishing schooner takes from forty to eight;}" seconds, the time

varsing with the strength of the wind, the force of the waves, and the peculhtrities of the vessel.

The only danger in this evolutioJl is that of 'l missillg stays" when toe vessel is in a dangerous
place on a lee shore or in a Harrow chaullel. Fishing ve:;l!;e}s very ra-rely miss sta,Vi>. The orders

for t..a.cking are: (i) Stand by for stays; (iJ) Tend the jibs (this meallS to put the l' tJ;ti!~rope" on the

jib-sheets, and if the vess('! cal'l'ieil a tlying-jiu, to slacken the'lee sheet and stand by to trim down

OIl the other sheet as the vessel comes around); aud (iii) Let her CO'fmJ found; to which the man
at the wheel answers: Hard-a.-Iee, as he puts his helm down,

JInING, OR WEARING.

This evolution on a .fishing schooner is the same in principle, as on other sailing vessels.

It is precisely the opposite of tackiIlg, the direction of the vessel being changed while ruuuing

before the wind, 80 that the stem rather than t.he bow cros!;es its direction•• ,,"'ith [l, moderato

wind the a,et of jibing occupies but a few seconds, but when the wind is stroug and the sheet£>

must be hauled in and graduall.r slackened out on the opposite side, it ma.y take from ten to twcntr

minutes. The orders for jibing are u.s follows: (It) With ligltt windlf, (i) Put the wheel up and let her

jibe over (to the man at the wheel). As the direction of the ve8sel is chaIlged the wind catches the

sails aback, and of their own accord they pas!' ~lwlr to the other side of the vesi'lel.t The f1..ying­

jib sheeta lU"e properly adjusted in ohedieJlce to the order, (ii) Draw away the flying-jib. (b) Witlt
stronger winds. When running before the wind with a fI'f'..sh breeze a schooner usually has a boom-

• Thill chapter, 81:1 well as that which folJowtl, might ...ery properly be inclUded in the desoription of the &bing
flCb.ooner, but as it illuetrates the dntiea of the ft"hermeu under oortain conditions, we have thought it proper to
publish it in this place_

t Thill is oal1ed "jibing ll.lllltanding," or" North Riv6I jibe," and is eotolliOn on the Hud80n River',
130
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t.ackl~, wllich is attached to the main boom and hauled taut to pnwent the homn froll\ swinging in

wilen tile vessel lurches in a sea. The ordel'R are, (i) Call all luuu]N to jilif the mainsail. This

order is given tu one man, who calls to the llHlll ill tlle furecastk l Stand by to FbI: the mailINaii ;
all ha.ndll un deck, The skipper m;ually repeats the same ,mler to tIll:' mell in the euhin. (ii) Fn­

hmik the bOO1n-taekle. When necessary to Jibe in this mUllllel' t.he vessel j" usually rUllllillg willlP!"ll

out, with the foresail 011 the op!Jnsitt' side to the maiu8ail; but if !lot, it, ma~- be lleCessary to han1

aft Oil t,he fore-sheet aud jibt.' it over before the main Rail is jibed. In this case the order is, (iii)

Gather aft on your fore-sheet and jibe the foresail. After the foresail is jibed over, and the boolll­

tacklo baH been unhooked, tLt' orllt·r j,;~ (iy) Ha.ul aft the main lilted. When the main shl.'et is sufii­
eientJ,y fiat, the order is gi,en, (v) Takc a turn u:-ith your main·sheet, find a round tnrn is taken Oil the

(la-viI. 'fhe next oruer is to the mall at tlw whed, (vi) Put up your 1f'heel and let her C01/l(' l'1'cr. The

vessel having chauged her course, and t1JC' wind catehing on tlu:' opposite side of tIle flail, the next
~~I'(ler is, (vii) Slick off the main sheet atld hook on the bourn· tuckIt:. The boom-t.ad.le i8 now hooked 011

aud hauled tau t,; the It-e fl,}'ing-jilH1beet is then ba.uled taut in obedience to the ordlJr, (viii) Draw

alray your jiWi, and the \'-esseI pursues her way upon it lIew course. When the vessel has heeu

lc'Iai1in~ wiug amI whIg it is not usually necessar,y to jib\;' the foresail, that heing alread,Y on the

l>l'Oper side; but when it is necesflar,r, after ji1,ing the maillsuil, to whIg tbe foresail out on the oUwr
side, thiN is ge,nerally done in obedience to tbe order:,;, (i) Winy ()t)1 ate fore.~ail on the other 81:de.
'Vhen the foresail is winged out, tIle fore-hoom is usually held in position by 11 guy, Wllich 9.nSWerfl
the srune purpose as the boom-tackle on the main boom. One pnd of the guy is fastened to the

end of the boolll, and the other taken to the bow of the wssel. The next order is, (ii) Sltwk up the

fore-boorn guy and haul ajt the fore.slleet. Tlw belillsman it; rnutioned b~- the order, (iii) Be careflll

lww you steer, and don't let her rome over too IJttick. 'Vben the fore· sheet is sufficientl,Y fiat, the uext
order is, (iv) Take a turn with your sheet; and the helmsman is then directed tv, (v) Let it emile over.

AI:; the sail cakhe15 full all the opposite side, the order is., (vi) Slack away on the jure-sheet and

haul taut the/ore-boom guy.
• There is considel'able danger attendant upon jibing when there i.s a fresh breeze, and booms

are sometimes broken or evell the masts are carried aWRJ. For this rCRt;Oll it t" quite common
for vessels to tack when the breeze is fresh instead of" wearing round:" altllOugh it i." Deet'~!;ary in
this case to make nearly an entire circle and thus take much more time for t.he eyolution. In

order to avoid accidents wlleu jibing, if is Pllstomary for some to slacken down the peaks of the

foresail or mainsail, or both, 80 that le~li st.rain will be bronght to bear 011 the ends of the boomB
and on the mastheafts. Thi8, however, involves tbe danger of "goosewinging" the sails.

BOXHAULING OR "HAULING ROUND."

This evolutioll differs entirely from that performed by a sqnare·rigged ve85('1 and called by the

same name. It is generally Jone on a fishing ve.g"el after she has heen lying to under a foresail

and mainsail, in order to get her npoll th(' oppo~itc t;lek WitllOUt the necessity of setting more Bail

and gntherilll,( lll'ad wu,y. In order to understawl this evolution it may be stated that when a
v8ll6e1 isl..rillg to in this manner, the main boom is guyed out broad over ller quarter by the boom·

tackle, and the fore·sheet is eased off slack, so that the sail holds no wiud, and the wbeel is bard

down, The vessel is governed hJ her mainsail awl t.J..lC aetion of the heInl, l,ying with her bead
within fou~ or five points (if t.he dirootion of the wind and drifting to leeward. When it is neees­

!mry to boxhaul, the order is gh-eu, (i) Haul aft the fore-Bheet. This i!' Imlled in sufficiently,

when the order is, (ii) J£ake /CUlt fore-sheet, 'Unlwok the boom-ta{!kle, and haul t·outld. Thc main sheet

ia DOW ha.nled aft rapidly, the helm being still kept dowIl, and as the vessel comes nearly head to
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the wind tile order is, (ii i) Sta1ld by to hofst the jill. When the V('f;l'lel i~ head to the wind the olxler

iil l (i\') Hoist mray (!'If the jib, At the sume t,imp it i,,, customary to a1l;o gi,e allother orJe~r, (\')

Hook 011 the crutch·tac7.:k //luI haul OUT on tlie main uoom, As the jib is hoistell up, the sheet being

madl; fast on the propel' sidle', that i"" tlH~ ~i(k which Wws to !cc:Yftrd, it catches aback and the

vlJsseFs how itol swung oll' frolll tilt' Wl11(1. The lH'xt onler: as lwI' sails get full, is, (vi) Draw away

the jib. Under some eiI'(:UnlRtullC('t; the Yl\:'Rcl mar gntiJcr stt'rn-wa;r while thiEl evolution is being

l)erforwed, in which eil8e it is DecCs~ar;y tu give the order, (Vii) Shift the trheel.

SHOOTING TQ"

Tilis evolntion is peell fiar to fore and aft rigged Wi'Ads, pcrll1lps especially to tish ing vessels.
It is ll(\rformed for a \arid,,! (If purpos(>s, ~ll(!L as I:;oullding, f;Ilf'aldng a vest>el, or at an;y other

time when it is de-siraLlp to tIeadl'll the. lteal!Wilr wit/wut haulillg down the sails or heaving to. To

siloot a schooner to, it, is uu]y nec('s~ar'y: when sailillg' h.y the witHI, to put the wheel part way
duwn, awl <IE; she comet! head to wiutI tv keep lwl' in that position by tbe mauagement. of the helm

until her headway is stopIJcd. UIW w110 i", lSkiJJiill in llIunagiug a vessel in this malwer may be

able to sound even ill more than IOU fatbom,';; of water with little trouble antI loss of time, lUuch

less than woulu be taken if the vessel were hove to.

When I)peaking allother ~res8el it i;; custo~ary to pass by her sterll and shoot to alongside

of her. In this way. tbe captains arc ellahled to cOIlverso, nnder ordinary cirouIDfltances, for a
number of minutes. There are other pUl'p()~e>; for which thi" evolution is performed. These will

be COIH;ill('red Uclaw.

HEAVING 'l'O, OR I.YI1'\G TO.

Tbig evolution may be performed in several ways:
(a) Heaving to with jib to windu)ard. (b) Hea,ving t<J under two 'ails. (0) Recwing to under

foresail. (Ii) Heaving to under maimw.il.

A vessel may bo "how', to" under varion s circumstances, either for a 1:tImporary purpose, such as
taking It boat on ooluil, or pirJdllg np anything which has dropped overboard. Agajn, on the fish·

ing gronnd, when sounding, while making obMrvatiolla upon the fish, or waiting for their appear·
anee, or when waiting for the small boats which are setting trawls or otll erwise engaged; or, again,
in a storm, when it is Dot safe to be under other sail. Vessels frequently lie to on the fishing

grounds at night in order to keep their position, and in the day-time to catch :fish.

LYING TO WITH A JID TO WINDWABJ).-This is accomplishel:I by fastening the jib-sheet on

the weather side and putting the wheel down, the fore~shootbeing sometimes slackened off and at

other times trimmed in its proper [llace. This is a favorite method with the mackerel seiners dur­
ing the day, when they are watching fol' the appearance of fish, and also for the ve8scls engaged in

the haddock fishery, while on the fishing grounds. A vessel lying to under this sail can be filled

away and managed with little delay and by a few persons.
HEAVING TO UNDlm TWO SAn~s.-Themethod of heaving to with mainsail a.nd foresail W88

the favoritf\ one with mackerel catchers when that fishery was prosecuted with hook and line, and

is also pl"acticed to some extent by otbel" vessels. To heave to in this manner it is simply neees·

Barr to guy out the main boom, haul down the jibs, anll case off the fotesheet, at the same time

potting the helm down. The orders are gh'en as follows: (i) Stand by w heave to. (ii) Ease off the

main-sheet; hook on the boom-tavkle and hauZ it taut.. (ill) Haul iJqIJ:!n the jibs. (iv) EtufJ off the forB­
sheet; and (v) .Let her cottle t.Q, In obedience to the lQ.8t order the wheel is pnt down so that the

vessel comes up to the wind. As tbe yellsel comes to the wind her mainsail catches aback and her



I,'!

i I'! I',

) ',I,!'i

I'
F

( ,
r,

! '

":,~,,,'
"'.1'" .

:~\ \
,. ,I

!

I \ I; ;,
" I
;I

PLATE lS



}fANAGF::~fEN1' OF TH f.; VESSELS. 13B

headway is deadened; sbe 60011 stops, and makes a <Iqllarl:' drift at right angles with the dirp.ction

in which she heads. .A vessel is uh,n vcry often liove to ill this IDallner when sounding or fishing'

for eod OIl tbe BUIJks ~wd eltlewnenJ.

HEAVING '1'0 IJ:XI)r~R IIORESAIL.-A vessel is ,. hove to" undt'r It foref;ail either to hold h,;r

position on tbt, fishing grounds in the night, us is the cn.,tom with ill!' maekerel cateherR, or during

a beaTY Btorm or gale, when it is )lot, practicable to have m ..tillsail allll jib l:iet. In the latter case,

howtlyer, the foresail is a.Iwa;rs reetc,l, the otheT suill' are takeu in and filrlml, the fort'sbeet
trimmed aft, and the whee'] put down. Sometimes a, riding sail is set 011 tlIe maiumul>t to keep the

vessel steady and closer to the wind than she would Ill.' uuder reefed fOl'e~ail alone. The vCHsel ill

this wa:\, heads within abQut five points of the wind amI goes ahead slowly. The leeway is usually

from tbree to !:lix point~-that is, tho course is from three to six points to leeward of whef(~ sbe
heads, the amount of leeway depending somewhat on the force of the wind and waves.

HEAVING '1'0 UNDER :M.AlNSAIL.-Heaving to under It mainsail is all ~!yolntion which is less

common than formerly. This method wa" pract.ieed almost exclu;;ively by the mackerel catchers

when engaged in hook·and-line fishing and was usuall,r done to g'ive the v('1S8e] a, sleadier and square

drift. It is done in the same mauuer us heaving to under two sails, with the exception that thu

foresa.i.l is lowered and furled.

BRINGIKG A VESS}~L 'to ANCHOR.

ON THE BANRS.-If tl.1e vessel i8 under bank sail (till' description of this sail l'l'(J under

"Schooner rig") it is eustomary to hanl down the jib and to al'(lcrtain t,Ile depth of watllr hy

sounding. If the proper depth is obtainlld the orders are given, {i) Let riO the anchor.; (ii) PUJI

away (or "stick out") the cable; while this i8 bei 11 go done by part of the crew tbe next order is

(iii) Furl the jib. 'fhe foresail is usually kept up until the iLlW!Lql' rcaehes the bottom and occasion­
ally for a few minute8 later. The order is then given, (1\') Lower (wco,y (or haul d,;-wn) Iheforesail.

The foresail is then furled (being sometinl('8 first reefed). "'hen it is thought that. suffieient

cable has been paid out to (mabIe the llnchor to catch tIle bottom tIle order i8 given, (v) Weafher­

bit the cable.1I< As SOorl as tIle anchor catcheR the bottvill the Y~S8et fetches up and swings hea(L to

the wind; the order is thell giveu, (Yi) Strad her up. t
1'l1e method of anchoring on the Banks is much thc same in rough weather, theon]y l!ifference

being that sOlm,times the foresail is taken ill SOOIIN.While it is q oite It commou oecunellce to

bring a vessel to anchor in moderate "catlJcr with mainsail up, this i8 rarely uudertaken with

strong winds and a rough S('~L \VLen this is douf:, however, the vessd il4 hove to nuder two sails

before the anchor is let, go; amI while tbe cabh· is being shll;ked away, or " paill oat," the forf'sail

is lowered and furled, :inu the jill is a180 furled. When it is supposed that there is 8nffit~ient cable.

out, for the Ycs8el to 1eh:h IIp, the order is given, (i) Btand by to take aft the main 8heet. As the

vessel swinga bead to tlw willd t.he boom-tackle is slackened and tbe sheet is pulled ill until the

main boom is directl,y Rlllidships or llarallel wilh the direction of the vessel. The crutch-tackles

from each side of the stem am theu "hooked on" to steady the boom, which is lowered into a

crutch and the taekh's are hauled taut. l'lIe wainsaU is tlJel\ mmall.r lowered away and furled,

• \\'"",thur.bitting the cable i~ to tok" au extra tum with it ronnd the end of the wirldla~~ and over thc wiwllaa&­
hit, so that it can he held llrmly from ~lipping or ""'ndeTing" when the ver.ael fetches up, and (lon~qu(lnt.Iy brings a
hca~'Y 8traiu on the cabIll.

t" Stxadding th" cllohl" up," iswiuding round it a uurnberof braided ropes called stradB, each from 91012 ft'et IOllg,
The8El are pointed lIot the euds, and oue aftex aJ;1other is put on until se"eral fathoms of the cable havt; been covered,
~ that the lower part. of that which bas been Btradded wHi re:wh nearly to the water, wbile the upper part is BOme
diHtaJJoe inaide nf the ha.Wlle-pipe. This 1iI done to prevent the cables from chafing in the haw86-pipe or about tJ1e
ttem.

•
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except III special cases, when it may be temporarily kept up. Occasionally, when anchoring in
thiH way, it may bl' desirable to lower the mainsa.il before the foresail i;l taken in.

ANCHORING IN HABBOR IN SHOAL W ATER.-To bring a fisldIlg schooncr to anchor in a harbor,
if there is 8ufficient room, thejib or jibs are first lowered and the helm put, down so that the vessel

8hoots dead itl the wind until her headway ceaaes. \Vhen sh(i-has stopped and begins to gather

st:€rnway the anchor is let go, There are, however, quite a number of wa.ys of doing this, depend­

ent altog-erher upon surrounding circumstances. If funning into a harbor with a fair wind where

there is a large fleet at anchor, tlll're may not be room enough to handle a ve8se1 in tbe manlJer

just described. The after sails are theD first taken in and furled, and last of all the jib is lowered.
Til e anchor is let. go " under foot" while the vessel is 8 till forging ahead. SometiDle~ all i he sail~

hut the mainsail are hauled down J at other times all but tlte fOlesan. Indeed, the managE'D.wnt
of the sails varies with the occasion, and therefore no definite rule can be laid down.

BRINGING A VESSlGL '1'0 A DRAG.

The act of bringiJlg a fishing \'Cssel to a tlrag if:, nCCf'ssary only in the mo~t furious gales.

As a general t.ltilJg, when this is dom~, tht' vessel is l;ying to uuder a elo~e-reded fore!'.aj), witb,

occa~ional1Yl also a ref'fed ridiug'-;,;a.il set 011 the mainmast. On fishing ves8els it is custOllllll'Y to

attaeI) thl' drag, whatever' it IlIIl}' b(', to the riding anchor on the port f:ide, and fOJ' thi" 1'('IlS01l,

the vessel, if she II'! lying to 011 tlw starboard tack, is worn arOlwiI so that she will be OIl the
port tack before the drag is put out. Sometime>! tbe seas are 80 dallgerons that it il:\ impracticable
to welU' around, and ill RUClt a case the st.a,rboard tack must be Ul;led instead. The simplest form

of using a drag on It fishing vessel, when drifting in deep water, where there is no prohability of

the anchor taking bottom, is only to throw out the anchor and payout from one to two hundred
liltboms of cable. The foresuil iH then taken in and furled, and the reefed riding-sail, or perhaps

the peak of the" hala'lce·reefed mainsail," is Ret, in order to keep the vessel steady in the sea and
close to tbe wind. The necessity of frequently heaving the vessel to a drag in the extremely vio

hmt galeR which the fishermell encounter bas INI to the suustitutiOIl of several devices much mOl'fl

effective tLan a sillJjlle anchor in oflering a resistance to the wat.er and keeping the vessel's hrad
near t,he wind. One method is to ;;Jillg one or Ill(Jre eask8 or barrels, and t(J attach tbe,ttl to tlu\ anchor.
The flaslu; haYe holl's iu them so that they art! soon fillell with water and they then ofl'er cOllsidemble
rC8isr.anee to tIll' drifting craft am} assif':t materially in keepin g tbe vessel ill proper position. Planks

and Sl'al'l:! IHive heul lH~ed for the .same purposc, being blung at tbe t!ntls or ill the middle. Some

special appli:ulCl'S ll:l \'c :11"'0 been madc, constructed of pIa-uk, canvlls, amI iron, The last mentioned

are <.-ommoilly uHtlle fast h) the anchor and t:uhle, which arc paid out iII the manuel' described. It is
probable tlmt with a !;uitaL,I:r de\'ilSed apparatug much botter results CQuld be obtained by simply

attaching it to it llawsel', without auy :lllcl..lOr.

The practke of carrying drug.; or floatiug anchors iB, uJJfortullatel.y, too much neglected on

our :fishing Yessels. Tlw object of this form of apparatus is to prevent foundering of Be3~going

"casell:! wlwu lying to in h('a\'~' galt>s, ci:>pecially when .\lails bave been blown away, or when from
other causeR a \'eslilel ha:; become unmanageable, or is lying in a dangerous position. Unless a
w'sspJ is provided in sUllll all cmergencs with some !'Ort of a rlrng to be pnt out at the bow, so a8

to prevent bel' from fallins illto the trough of the sea, sbe i8 liable to meet with seril,)us disa-ster,

a,mounting ill ma.ny cases to lin elit,ill, loss of the ship and crew. It i>1 believed by many whose

experience rcuders them ca.pable of judsing correctly that It large, perceu!a,ge of the l0s8 by foun­
dering which occurs to the fishing fleet of Kew England might be obviated by tlte use of properly
CODStruCted draQS. As is well known, heretofore seamen have geD6rally been compelled in such
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t'mergf'!lcies to rely on some :wrt of floating nllDhor improvi8ed from ~p:1l'(> material on shipboard,

Huch a;; sparfi, C:USkH, &c:., tht, riggiIl~ of which is generally attendl,l1 ,,,ith Illiwh ,langer and delay,

at a time, too, wlwll tlw utUiost rlispateh is tll:'sirablt', if not impC'ratiVl'. And when completed

thes" rudely eOllstTuetml aft;lil's an:,> rard.y, if twel', fnUlHl to 1)11S....-I'r 'WE~]] the purpose for which
they were df'l:lig'lled, shipwl'('ek HIld lus8 of life often lwijJg tIll:' I't'.'411lt of thdr faulty construction.

Unfortnnfttely, too, tller" i1'l (T('aif'l! a prl'judin l in the Acalllan'f; Willd Hg'aillst using such eoutriv­

a,n<~es, and l1uless provil!t,a with aPJlHratus speciallJ desigued for tllis JHlI'pOSe he must take tbe
fearful alternative or cballee to insure bis Hafe returll to port.

To obviate these llitTieult-ies "Various improvcd forms of drags or floatiug anchors have been
dC8igned, some of whi{~h arc aeknowle,lgcd to be meritorious; but it i" a SOlllewhat remarkable
flolct, in view of tilt' S{lriOllS IORSl'f;1 which have occurred to the fisLiIlg fled, that aJlllos:.t, none of the

vessels are provided with eveII thl' simplef\t form of sea anchor, which, used ill eonjunction with

a small amount of oil, might often prevPTlt f\erious disaster.

GETTING UNDER WAY.

Tbe Ulmallllethod of getting lllHler way in a harbor is: (i) to hoist the mainsail; (ii) to hoist

the fon~"ail (sometimes thl~ main A'atr.topsaiJ is set at the SllUle time); (iii) to he~rve up the ancbor;

(iv) (as the anehor bre;1k~ g'l'Ollud) to hoist the jib or jihs, and fill aw:tr, althnuglt tue head·sails

am Hot, always hoisted until the a,llehor is up t,o the bow; (v) the anchor is catted and taken on the

how; (vi) the st,a~'sail OT other ljgbt sails that ma;y be rl'l]uired are set.

There are several other methods of geHing' uwler wa,:r in a harbor, dellcndent wholly on circum­

Btances, such as first heaving up the allcbor and filling away under the jib, and afterward boisting

the other sails; getting- lUuler wa,\' untler reefed sails, and also uuder tbe maill~ail and jib or jihA.
In getting UIHIl'r W:1,Y on the 11a.nks the anehor is first bea,vet! up and taken on the bow; the

foresail is thell loosened. and hl,ish~lI, and aftn tllat the jib. The \'Co<",e! is then under" bank·sail,"

since Rhe also hafi a ridiug·sail up, ami, unless she is about to go a considerable distance, no other

sail is set, except, perhaps, the tl,ring~iilJ or stay,sail. Jf, however, it is necessary to set the rrmin·

Rail, the tiding-sail is first bauli'd dOWll awl the Illl-liusail hoisted ill its stead. If tbe winds are

light and the vessel going a. long dist:Hl(\t~, <l main .ga,tl~top8ail is a.lso usually set.

BREAKING OU·.r .A..>~CHOR UNDER SAIL.

This evolution is raTel,\' )wrformed, t\xcept under somc sudden emergency when it is not prac­

ticable to weigb tbe ancbor. FishermeIl, while ont in their dories hauling trawls, are sometimes
caught to leewnd ill U f;quall, or th<:, wiud may be blowing too hltrd to allow them to reach their

vessel At such a time, to prevelJt The loss of the cable and anehor, and tn rescne tbe men, tile

foresail and jib arc hoisted, and all endeavor made to break the allfJhor clem- of the bottom. By
thiB meanB the vessel ma~' be brougllt far enough to leeward for the men in the dors to get on

boa,rd. There are a fc,w illstnllees on reeOl'il where this has been snceessfull.r accomplished, and

the lives of several men ban>, thus been SUyed.

It is a very commnll o<:currmlCe for the halibut vessels, when lying in deep water, to heave

Rhort on their cable and Hum to hoist the sails and break the anchor out in that manner. The:r

then tow it along to another position on the edge of the bauk instead of heaving it np to the bow,
which would take several hours. At other times they heave in the cable until the nnchor is broken

out from tile bottom, and, setting sail in the same mamwr, it is towed along, sometimes for a dis­

tance of seven or eight miles.
We give the tollowing as an instance of breaking out au anchor under. sail in order to rescue
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llH'lI wbo were to leeward: In October, H::;S~ the flciJOQIWf Marion, of Gloucester, was 1,yiIJg on the

southern cIlge of Banquereau at anchor iu IJO fatlJOlws of' water, TIJ(~ Ilorie!:\ ball bl'CU out. to haul

the trawl.", aIllI all had .'iucec(\d,\d iu n.'~tehillg tlle yessel eXl't'pt one, whkh had heen detaiued to

lcewanl, nnd, at the time of startillg foJ' tIle "essel, wa" more tl~au a mile distant., The wim] had
iJl'E~J1 [Ilowing" frw;b n1l fhl' lllornhig ~11I!.1 ww; ijlerrafiiIlg'rupillly. There was but little proflpecL of

tIlt' dOQ" reaeiJitJg" the yesseJ. Tile onlilJufJ expedil'llt of !,a~'illg do","n another dory, attached to a

buo,v and line, was resorted to alia 1lI000f'thuli a tl.lollsund f'atbollls of bun,r -line paid out.. The men

in thl' rlor~- succeeded in getting bold of tbi,;, Imt UJJfol'tulJ:uely tilt' line }lUrted and onl;y OIle thing

f:onll1 thl'lI lJt~ uOlle to relSelW tht, mell. 'Jllis was aewlllplillhed ali follows: ~'1Je foresail was hoisted
amI tlu.'1l the jih, which had bt'ell gl1.y!'d out. on 011e kiJ(~ HI that thl~ wind would catch it aback alld

fill tiJe YClSlSt'l away, TLe aneLor, ha.\'illg iirlJl holt! Oil tlie bottom, did Dot at on\:e break out, but it

finall~' let go its hold, after which the nssel ran to ICi'ward and tlie meu and tlor~- were picked up,

lVhen \'<'ssels are at auchor in shallow watt~r 011 mcl",- !lottom, tlw anchor ;;otnetilllelS lJecome~

eanght in the bottom, or "rocked," a" it is callt·t1. It i,; tht'II lwees!>a,ry that sail be ",ct, aud, b~'

tacking back and forth, it may be poslSiiJle to clear tlw anchor and thus prevent itlS 108s,

SHOO'l'ING ALONGSIDE OF A SEINB-BOA'l'.

TId;; js a malleuyer peculiar to the mackerel fishermen clJg,1ged in llurse-lSeiniug', and it is Olte

whieiJ requires :l cou.sideraole aruoullt of skill alllI jlldgmellt jn its exel:ution. To shoot a yessel

to, or to heavc her tn, alougside of a JSeJllu,uoat "0 that she WIll stop head way almO:lt at a gi\'Cll

point, or within a· few feet. of' it., require>; all intimate knowledge of' tiJl;l peculiaritie.s of a ve!:i:sel, and

a skillful managelllelit of' sail); awl helm, elS}wciall.r sillce this JIlust be done uuder different ~ir­

cUillst,ances, which yary with the strength of winds, tides, ,UJd sea. 'Ihe ordinary method it;

thc Same as lll'aving to uuder two sails, which \\'(~ h:we alreall:; described; at other times, perhaps,
onl.v under the mainsail, tl.lc m'olutioll Ot,jllg I)('rlorlll<:'il in lSuch a llmlJlIcr that. the yessel shoots to

close ctlongsitlc of the seiue boat, :so thctt it rope lIIay be thrown to the m('n ill it, the vessel at the

/larue time stopping J:liJort at f,imt point. Long practice and :tn illtimat.e knowledge of the ycssel"

batl enabled our fi.shermen til perform th is t'volution with a precision and exactncss trul;'l sur­
pri8ing,

i>llOOTJN6 ALONGJSIDE OF A DORY.

In some branches of the fisheries, oS}lccially the haddock 1iE;hers, the tlhore cod fishelJ', and,

occasionally, JIJ thf~ halibut ~md bank cod fishery, the vessels m3,ke "flying' sets," or, as it is more

frequentJr termed, "!:let nmler sail." Tbi~ Imrticular method of sott,iug trawl.'1 will be discussed
('lsewhere. It is ulmece;;8ary to go int.o details here further t.han to state that. the \~es,;els, instead

of' being unchon..d, are kept nutler sail while the trawls are being scI. and bauled, While the

fislwrmen nn~ ClUt. in the dorh's setting and hauling, the vessel is m'lIJa.ged hy the captaiu alld

cook, and whcne\+er one of the dories hat5 finished the ollorat.ion or has secured a load of fish, the

"N;spl is >!hot t.o e10se aloIJg'side of it" so that it lllU.Y come on board at OIlOO. This evolut.ion is
ofh.'ll performcfl when t.here is a strong wind and quite a rough lSea, and it requin's tbe same
ItmOllut of kllowledgt\ and skill ill handling the vessel us it does to shoot alongside of the seine­

boat. III the lat.ter c[tlle, though it is Jlot. ab!:lolutely necessary that the vessel should shoot so

close to the dOQ' or stop so short, tbe feat is more difficult because there are onIS two men to

manage the vessel. As a general thing the vC8lreI i8 "hot to, 01' hove to, with her jib to windward,
and sometimes tile fore-sheet is cased off, 80 that the vessel makes a drift nearly at right angles

with the direction in which ghe heads. At other times, especioJly in rough weather, when there is
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9, sufficient number of mUll OIl hoard to u{lcomplisl! it, the vessel is hove to close alongside of the

dory Ululer two sail8, aDd in all re1:ipects this evolution i/;l thelJ similar to that of shooting to along­

side of a t>eine·boat. There art', perbaps, 80ID(' other ways of l>hooting t<l alongside of a dory, such
at.! shooting up and tacking at the saIll(J time, tlmCi reaching the dory awl I:\hooting to without the

jib to windward, and occasionally, when the winds are light, a ,'essel rna;y be run alongside of the

dory and it may be picked up wbile she is going before the wind.

SHOOTING ALONGSIDE OF A 'W1U.RF.

This is an evolution whidl is constHllfl,r being- performed ill an;y of our larger fitsbillg towns,
bnt while it is of stIch common occurrellce aIllI is; almost without excl'ption, }lerformed with an

astonishing degree of skill and judgmt'nt, there arc 80 man,)" dift-"enmt ways of pcrformillg" the

maneuver, dependent upon ~urroulJding cil'eunlstancetl, thaf only a few of tbose in comwon use

can bt> given Iwre, It is, }ll\l'hllPS, 8cal'cely lu'ceS1:iar:r to I'll;y tlHlt 011 returning from a voyage it is
the ordinary practice for a fi~lJillg vC8sel to go at OIlCl:\ to the Wll:ll'f wllere her cargo is to be landed

anti where she will ue refitted fur auutlH,r cruise. '1'hil; might w aceompliHhed, as with larger

vessels, b;y fust anchoring and eitb.er being towed ill by a tug or bauling in by WalJls without an;y
great risk or display of 8kill, but tbis would involve a ](ms of time and all amount of extra labor,

which it il:l at all times desirable to avoid. aIle of the most COWlllOll wa.,Vs of tlhootilJg' alongside

of a whart~ when the wind is blowhlJ; from it, is fvr the H'ssd 10 be kept under sail and under
ht>adwa,;y until she apl'roHchl's CODll):uativdy dose to it and Rome distallce to l('CWll(,(l. The bead

sails are tlum hauled dowll aud /She is luffed to the wiud, after which tbl' maiusail is lowered. It
is customary at such times for the skipper, or mastcl', to tak" a !itation wht,l't' he call com wand the

scene. Au eXlJeriellct'~l IIlall is plaeed at tile wheel, who ,~h~('rs tlU' vessel iu <:Quformity to the

orders of the c8vtai11. Other men Htalld b;y with I'oIJl'S to throw out 118 the vt:'slSel upprOaChf'8 the

whart', these being fastened b~' persons on the wharf in readilless to receive them. Tlle head way

of the vessel is thus checkml and she drops into hI' lwrt,L, To shoot into n wbarf with a free

wind all sails are hauled down while the vessel is yet some distance from it aud she is allowell to

run in with barl' Jloles. 'l'hh.., however, can onl~T be aceomplisbed with safet:;' wht'n Hlere is a
comparatively moderate wind, or when perhaps the tille i" Ilartially eblJeu, so that the vessel rna;y

bring up on the bottom, It. is b~' no mealIS an ulJul';ual occurrence for a \'e~sd to shoot, alongside

of a wharf with her mairnmil, and sometime;; her foresail, Ull wheu the wind is blowiug frOID it.

LEE-BOWING L"i"OTHER "VESSEL.

At the present time this lwolution is seldum performed. When rnackl1rtJi were taken b)'

jigging or with hook and line, one vel'>M'1 would lSometimw; attempt to draw aWII;r, 01' "tull," a large
school of filsb from another, ThiJj was done br hCllving tnJ either IIlldt.Jr two saill'; or umIer main·

sail, close under the lee how of the vesllel which was catching the fish and by throwing out at' a

great amount of Hwlpl bait. The mackerel usualls followed this bait, and the comwqut.Jlwe WOOS

that the leewQl'd vessel soon had the best fisbing. This maneuver con'esponuR, in many l'C"peCDl,

to heaving to alongside of a Be-ine-boat, since the v(lt;Sel must be stopped directly under the lee how

of the other, but of course it differs in that she is Dot brought as close to the windward "Vessel as

she wonld be to the seine boat. Some twelve to twenty yeartl ago it was lIot uncommon on our

New England coast, especially in the fall, to see from two hundred to four hundred or even five

hundred sail of vesl!els lying to, ill apparently a compact mass, fishing for maoke.1'fl1. This Wall

the :reBult of one after another lee-bowing I'!uch ve888ls as had secured good fishing.

..
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RUNNING A VESSEL UPON A LEE SHORE.

Most of the fishinp: vessels are eml'lo;yetl at all seasolls of the year, and probabl;r more

f'xpoo;ed Uwn allY otlwr ela:ss of yes!,;...18 w thl\ dallgen; illeideut to apIHoacbi]lg tLttl land. One of

the greatest of tbel'w dangers is lWing: (::tngbt ou 11 It~t-; IShore. 'Vpssel.,; are AeldoIll eompelltlu to

resort to the {'Xlwdil'lJt of rlll1l1ing Oil the la.nd ill a gale. for titt''y me l1Sna}iY weli pl'Ovided with

ground tacklt, to 1'i(k out at auehor almost an;r gille. 'J'hi8 ('xpedieIIL i!:i allllolSt al waylS resorted to

wlW]J otlwrf; iilil. Oeca,,,iollally, hU\I'l'ver, it veSSt,l may be eang'ht, 011 a 1t't:' xhore in a hea,vy gale,

"in wMclJ sho i::- lllwble to ClIU;V SUftlcit:'llt lSail to work off, and may not \w prm;itlf"ll with proper

tackle for holding OJI aL ,lHt~l](lr, V\-' hen it i" (luite certain that tim I·'essel will he (It'i\"en ashore hy

the force of the gale (i t may be il m'ing t he II igh t), it js con sidercd more prudent, for t he safety of the

llWll~ to Tlill the ,'esse! ,. heHd on" upon the hmd '" hile it is yet light enough to seled the best place

l'to beach." ",",'hen l:iUch a cCJUrsp is llecided Upllll, it is customary to set, all till;:' sail that tbe vessel

call carry, and to keev this on bel' (·n'II uftCI" site has Simek, if it be u sloping shore, until sht:l has

lJeen driven up as lligh as the winds and waH'X will j(Jree llef. If tbi" is done at high tide or OIl

the fir",t of tiw ebh, it 18 (Jl"Obable thai tht! CI"ew will bt' t,;a\'ed. ~'here have been numerous

instances jn the Ba,\c of Saim LaWrenC(1, espeeiull,\ OIl the north !Side of PriJICe Edward Island, or

in the bend of lite island, UI:' it is called, of fil:\llillg vessels runnillg asilore jn tilis manner. The

vessels have sllJIJPtimes beell dri\Ten 80 high that r,be", were hut little iIljured, and a,fter the

alJatement of tile storm were agailJ launched and employed in tbe fisherie8 for wa'lly :vear~

thereafter.

In the fall of 1851, a,lld again nn Augl1et 23 and ~4, 1873, many instance!!> of tbil:> kind OO\',\ll'l'ed

iu that localit,Y, togef,her with many of a sad.der nature, which will long be remembered hy those

j uterested in th(~ fi1dJt~rie8.

JUJdPlNG A "VE:8SEL OFF A LEE SHORE.

When a veBllel strikc<! on a ledgt~ a heavy press of sail ma,y be set, and by careening tbe

vf'sse! down she may "jump off." Titis maneuver is often assisted bytite sea, as the ,"essel, with flo

crowd of !:!rail on her, vdU mo\'(~ ahead al; nf~ll al; !:!rbe raloel> Oil a wave, and nnlffiB the looge ie too

ncar the water's surtaee for her to pass over, or other circuUlstances a,re vel',\" UJlfavora,ble. Ille

attempt is f{EmeraJIS snccClSsful.

63, AMOUNT OF CANVAS CARRIED BY A SCHOONER.

Although a l'chooner call eal'ry morC sail wlll'1l the wind blows from a direction abaft the

beam, ber peculiar pseellt'llCips are best seen when Ille wind is fOl'ward of tIlt' beam, and when she

j:-; said to be " sailillg" b~' the wind."

In discussing Ihe alllount of cau\'as carried under different circumstances by tbe same vessel,

we propoSt,~ to slJea,k of her ltJalJugcment (1) witen sailing with the, wind "on the quarter," (2) when

sailing "bj' tbe willtl," (3) "when sailing with a "beam wind,!'! ('1) wl}(~n lilailing with the wind

" astern."
Wind coming from a wreet.ion abaft the beam-that is, st-ern windg and qnarter winds-are

called •. free winds," while those at right angles to the keel are beam winds, and those blowing

from a direction forward of the beam are called H S<\;J,o,t" or "head" winds.

'I'be tli.ll'erunce between a "scant" and a" head" wind is thus defined: When a vessel can

keep 011 her course while sailing by the wind, it is called a "scant wind," but when abe is unable

ro do thiS it is called a "head wind," a ht>ad wind being an,}' wind wbich necessitates tacking back

and forth-that il;l, ooatiug to Willdwl~rd.



FiBbing lWhooller rllnnillg before the wind, wing And wl!tlg, wltbthe staYlHloill1cllodllolized.·

Dmwlng 1Iy Capt. ;T. W. Callill•.
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\,"'bile this rna.}' not be Ihe place to dioous8 the abilit;y of the schooner to ;;uil c]osc to Ou' Willll,

it may be stated tbat the average :fishing schooner may be steered "within five points of the wind,

and tbt' l)l)8t sailers, under favorable circumstances, wit-hin four }lOilltS. 111 tbis rCllpcct. their per­

fOfrml.llce is equal to that of man:\-, yachts. There are probabl;y IlO modem vessels in the New
England fishing tleet wbieh cannot <jail witllin ih"c points of the ",-jIll1. To ""til wit1li1l fOIll' poiJJts

of tlle wind it i,,; IIPces,,;al'Y fur a ycssel to lJelld IIOl'tllCll"t whell the willd LlowR directly from the

north or at an angle of 450 with the direction of the wind; when salling within 1h-e pointf; of the

wind the vessel would be headillg northeast by eust-the wind beiJJI,; still from due north-or at an

angle of 560 3i"]l'. When a ..-ellse] is sailing more than five points off from til\' !1irectiOlI of the

wind, she is no longer sailing "lly tile wind," and tile sheets mnst he slackeneu and the SailB

allowed to go farther out upon the leeward side. As her courf;e d<wiates fartller and flM'ther from

the direction of the wind she is said to be running with "free sheets," until the wind becumes

"abeam" or at an angle of 900 to the direction of her keel. Whet] the wind comes from a direc­

tion which is more than 900 from that in which the bow is pointed and at an :mgle as great as or

in the vicinity of 1:J50 , she is said to be Bailing with the wind "abaft the beam." V\'hen the wind

is about 4.'50 abaft the beam, "he is saUillg with the wind 011 her quarter, the direction of the wind

haYing thll same r<,latiou to the stern of the ..-('sse] that it had to the bow when the vessel was

sailing" by the wind." \Vben the wind is blowing in such a WilY that its direction forms with

thc keel 1m angle of less them 45°, the wiud ill f'oaid to be "aft," amI if tlireetl:y al5tern, the vessel

iii{ said to be sailing" llead before it."

WITH TlIE WIND ON THE QUARTER.

The average schooner sailing with the wind ., OIl her quarter," with her fullest complement of

sail 15, will earry all her sails until tht~ wind blows what the fi"hel'lIlcn wouJU call a "good breeze."

The .first sails to be taJ{cn in, as the wind freshens, are the lla.1looll-jib and stll,YsaiL This is neccs·

bfUJ in order to preVetlt the topmasts from being (larried away. A vessel c<lrryillg all her sails

with a fresh breeze would probalJlr heel over nntil bel' scuppers touched tllO water,au(l sometimes

deeper, before it would be necessary to take in the balloonjib and staJs3il, and, under these cir­

cUUlsta.nces, would sail at the ra.te of 10 to 12 knots an hour.

Under thcRe conditions the YeJ'!sel ma,kes its beJ:lt l:'pet'd, the water usually being smootb awl

the i' point of flailing" favorable. Large velilsels belonging t.o the port. of Glouc<>"t(\r awl other

fH~hing ports have, under such cinmmf;t,alllWf;, marie a Kpood of 13 or 14 miles an hour.

As the breeze increaBeB ill st.rength tl10 foretop-Hail ,tIul theTl the maint(lp-f'oail are rellioved.

The heeling over of the ve..t>se1 wouJU remarn about the bame, and LeI' speed wuuld he practically

Ulldiruiuished. The fl.yiDg-jib is Ilext takeD in. The vC!:1f;el is now moving ahead with what is

called a ~'whole-l:;ail breeze," und Wbell the jib, foresail, and mainsail are set, i8 said to be nuder

"whole sail," the other sails being knowlJ as the "light sails."

The difterencelil in the shape and rig of vessels render it possible 10r some to ea.rry a certain

awount of Bail much longer than othoI'8, and to heel to an extent whICh woultl he dangerous to

others. The avern.ge schooner mUliit shorten &ail when the lee·rail is level with the watm'.

With a whole-sitU breeze and Ii com~rativelysmooth sea the speed of tIle vessel reUluius about

the same as when the breeze is lighter and all sails set. It, is supposed that a \\'hole·sail breeze,

for a vessel with the wind on ber quarter h8o8 a velocit.y not far from 30 mile" ani.our.

A schooner-rigged vessel will carry a largel' proportion of gail ill comparif;oll with a square­

rigged vB8sel when s:tiling by the wind than Ullder any otber dreUUlShtllel'S, As l·he wind
iucrea8es, the mainsail is taken in and reefed. It is usnally the custom at stteh times, especially
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if the wind is inereusillg rupidJ.y, to lmt either a single or a double reef in the mainsail. Tht

Gloucester fishermen nsually put in a double reef at once. At the same time the bonnet is taken

'out of the jih. 'Vhen it has become I1ece~sur.y to shorten sail to this extent the sea is alwa:rs
rough and tlJe lil1CCU of the vcssel may be somewhat diminished, perhaps to 9 or 10 knots.

. As a,II iustUllCtl of speed made uuder such circumstances, it'ma;r be stated that the schooner

William H. Fo;ye, in the spring of 1875, made a passage to the Western Bank, a distance of 380

miles, in auout fort~r-two homs, or all an·rage speed of 9 miles an hour, rnnuing almost all the

time nnder reefed mainsail, jih with the bomlet ont, and whole foresail.
Before it is ncce~sar.Y to f;hortf'u sail further the wind ha,s strengthened to nearly a gale. The

pressure UpOll the foremast is now 80 great that it 800n becomes necessary to reef the foresai.l, to
prevent the foremast being carrie,d away.

If the wind is increasing rapidly two renfs are at once put in the sail j if otherwise, a single

reef. A vessel with mainsail and foresail doublc reefi;d and the bonnet out of the jib can carr..,..

that sail, while fuuning free, until the wind blows a gale,
The following instances illustrate the relative amount of sa.il carried by schooners and square­

rigged vessels wheu it is necessary to Jlut the former under this sail;

The schooner Ocean Bell, in the spring of 1874, while on a passage to Gloucester from the

Grand Bank, I>ailing under double reefs, fell in with and passed a large bark, head-reaching under
close-reefed topsailil and foretop·mast staysail. Again, in the autumn of 187,'), the schooner How"
al'd, under doublen'l&d sails, fell in with and lmssed a large bark lying to under a goose-winged
lower ruaintop-~;nil, having no oilier sail act. Numerous and possibl~' more striking instances of

this 80rt might be I'elated. These schooners were sailing by the wind, and under tbese circum­

stances the cornparat,iYe merit of the schooners appears tit best advantage, although they cannot

carry the sails so long when sailing b;y the wind as when the wind i~ un their quarter. A
schooner with the wiIHl as last mentioned may carry this sail until the wind blows a smart gale,

and it is more frequentl;r the case that the.y have to shorten sail still fUrther on account of the
ronghness of the sea, lUHI the cOIlscqueut heavy lurching, than because of their inability to curry so

much canvas. The wim} is now whistling, or, in fishermen's phrase, "squealing" through the rig­

ging; and even an ocean steamer, if lwading the sea or in its trough, would be tossing about in a
manuer which would he: vClJ- uIlcomfortable and alarming to most of the passengers.

.A.8 the sea and the wind increase there is It danger of carrying away the main boom, the end

of which is frequently dipped under as the yessdlurches to leeward. 1.'he mainsail is now, there­

fore, taken in and furled, and in its btead the riding-Hail, (',specially on the Bank veasels, is bent to

the mainmast and hoisted, this sail being without a boom and N)llsiderably smaller than the two­
rectt'd mainsail, therefore causes the vessel to lurch mnch less than when sbe has the long main·
boom over her lee quarter.-

Under the }Ireseut arrang€'ment of the Sllihl, riding-sail, double-reefed foresail, andjib without

the bonnet, the vesHtl1 cont.inues until the wind blo''I'"s a heavy gale.

',,"hen a schooner is going ahead under these sails an ocean steamer would be making slo~

progress if heading tho wind, and would be obliged to alter her course to avoid lying in the trough
of the sea if she I:lhould he st.f',erlng with the wind abeam.

In the be::w~' gale of Januar)' 27, 1879, the schooner Marioll, of Gloucester, while running under

this sail, passed a large oceun l:\teamer near the Western Bank, making slow progress to the west-
------------- ----_._----_.._--~

~ Sometimoo the riding·H~il ill not !let, Lut the YCl>&'l is allowed to n:m UIlder doub1e-l'Mfed foreeail and jib. The

wethod of lltltting the ri,ling-llail all de80ril.led is, however, perhap. the motIt common.
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ward, with the wind on her I:'rtarboard bow, and ha,ving only the fore and main spencer set. During
tbis j:.,"ale seventl merchant and fislling \"c/:>1'Ieh; met with disasten-, 'The sea M this time is so higll

that it ie; frequentl;.- l\ece~sa.ry to mn llearl,y dead before the wiud to prewnt tljl>, y('sset being

i'knocked dOlvn" or H triIlp€d," or a. sea. h(l!l,rding her Ofl her quarter. Tlw next mon' is to take ill

HI(' riding·sail aml jib .111d furl them up. ,"Yhell this \wconH''\ llcc('.1'l;ary tIw "iml i~ hlowing:

nearly a lmrricane. Tho "essel is nOll'runnillg under a dOU!Jl<!-I:'(Jel«ll f<JlX'Silil, and e-<tll C(JUtiIHl.<l

under this sail a..'l long a~ the ClUI\'as will st.and. Instances in which it lJa~ "Gt'Cll LlowlI awaS art'

not uIlu811al. Fishing rcsllcls are not often obliged to couw t](n\'n to u. dorl111e·rtwf.'d furesail ill the

summer InOnthfl, though they do so 8ollwtiml-'s during the "oeal1ed H fan hurricam'''.'' In the ·winh'T
a "orage of .1 few n'€l'ks is 8cldom wade willwn/: rlllmiu~ llllaUl' dOll ble·ree!(:'tl for"i'f!il Ht lei/st (Ill(!l',

and, in manj' iusta.,Del's, ten or twelve times liming the trip, particulnl'1.'· if long l,a~:sap;eOi ale

made.

H is unfortunate that, there is 110 nwans of estimatillg" tbc force of tlH' \yilld a:s it bltl\\:s i 11 III it] .

ocean, but man,v obsHlorers consider th;lt jj;; 'V/:,)ocjl.\' f.ar f'-,cePlls an,,,thillg !I,<II 1):'JS llf't'll rN~ordNI

011 the land, exuept p(,rhapi> at ,meh exp<ls('d locntions ns t.Jw top of MOunt \Ya:shingtolJ.

iVhen the anemometer at tbe /ligna) statiOll OJI Tlllltehl'J"S IsJmJ/I rN'onl.., !l, wind '·,')oeily J>t'

65 to 70 miles an hour, it, ~a:s heell Tt'jlQrtwl U.li fishing' W81;('18 in the immediate \"!cilJity La\"e,

in some cases, carrieu double·reefed f01'l'S3.i] ami Dlainsail, .amI jih wit/Will th.e hOlW!.'!, :nul, ill

other insta,nees, doublt'·reeft:'d foreE\ail, jib with two bounds n'Illowd, :l.1)(} ril.1ing-·8uil. 'rhi.", tOil,
was when thes wero sailing h~' the wiud and carrying le!';!,; sail than tht"y ('{JuJd ClIrry 11311 tilt,;\,

been running free. The remarks with rc.ference to sailing with the wiml "011 the quarter ff appl)" in
a general way \vhen the wiud is .t abaft the beam" or" well aft."

SAlLING i'BY THE WIND."

When the vessel is sailing' by the wind the management of the sails if' similar to that alrea.dy

cle~cribedJ except that sail is reduced sooner RR the wind incrt':lf'.es in force. Thfl "lleets being
hauled tight, tile booms, within t1 few degree~, parallel to- tll,1 line of Hw kct'l, awl the sails Ill.lOwing

:1 fiat surface w the wiud, a milch greater lateral pressure i8 brought to heal' upon the nss:el. A

\"t.lI~sel rUDuing free is, of course, gQing in the .same t1ir('{)tion w,; 1111~ wind, ,md le<'ls its force in a less

degree. A veflsel sa,i!iug by the wind will come down to double·reeti>d sails, Whell. with thl~ wind on

bel' quarter, sIze might, perIzaps, carry whole saH. Wben a ,t's.~{" H11l1lillg with the wind an bel'
quarter would be under double-reefed sails, one sailing bj' the wind would need to be "hove to"

under doable·reefed foresail.
WITH THE WIND ., ABEAM."

When the vessel is .sailing with the wind a.beam Mil is :reduced in tll{' same manner as already
described. Whe·n the wiud is abeam flail can be curried longer than when sailing by the wind,

though not so long as when the wind is on the quarUlr~ This is 110t so much on account of limita­

tions connected with the management of the sa.ils themselves. bnt because·when a gale i8 blowing

it, is necessary to avoid sharp sellS directly upon the beam, whiuh are frequently very dangerotu:l
and filome.times result in "knocking the vessel down." Occasionally a. vesf'lel sailing with the willtl
011 the beam must be "hove to" sOQner thall whcll sailing" by thf'J wind," n.nd always sooner than

with the wind lion ber quarter."

WITH THE wnm ASTERN.

When the ""in(l is astern a comparison between the schooner and the 8quare·rigged vessel

it! least favorable to the schooner, except perhaps during verj' light winds. Every pO!ilsib1e device
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is used to spread the sails to the wind. 'rhe most common one of th(lSe is "wingilJg them out,,"

which is donl' by havill~ the mainsail and main-gaff topsail on one side and the foresaB on the

other, witb their sheetil ,';lackened Wl,n off, 80 that the sails are nearly at right ang-Iel:> with the
dirt'ctiou of thf' vf'ssel, allll ill ImelJ a position as to recei"\'"e the /,,'Teat?8t amount of pressure from the

wind" When rHIming "wing-elF Ihe main jill is generaliS hauled down, and sometimes also the
other jib (JI" jibs. It is 1l.'le!tlss at this time to set the lolta..ysail ill Hi'!' proper place, and when the,

winus are :u:od(~ratc it. is th&"ef'ore fn~f)Uelltl.v set t,o ler,warll opposite the foresail, and ill such It

maImer that it {jil.tchc8 tllP witHI whiel! ptlsses through hetween the IIJu,im;ail and foresail\ adding

materiall;r to the spNJd of thl' '-essel. This method of s/lttiug it is called" scandalizing the staysail."
1'he rate of SIWl',tl attn ilWd by \'fJSsc!s with their sails" winged out" is netlrl,r the surne as with

the wiml 4'OH the qmlrter." Sail mny be calTied thus for a long time, but it is not customary to
do HII, heca,ww it L'-\ difficult to take ill sails during strong' winds when they are 14willged out." A

Vl'ssel wiIJ sail under t1(Jnble"reefed mainsail and foresail "winged out" when, with t,be wind on

her lllUtrt,er, she would he running under the same sails with the jib up, Much cllutiOll aud judg­
llllmt i~ needed in sailio:;t with :\ t're",\\ening wind a\'.tem. Headf\tl'Ollg ::;kippel's h~vf'> carrkd wh\lh~

8<1ils in thiK Inal.lDeI' when the wind wa,!; blowing a gale. Serious damage has sometimeH resulted

ill> a consequenue.

lI4. MANAGEJrlEliT OF DISABLED VESSELS.

lIt the ellHpter on disasters the injuries to which :fishing vessels are liable have been fnll.v dis·
eU$sed. l~ueh kind of injllr;r is repaired ill it" own way. There are, however, certain kinds which

are repaired ill a pNmJiar rna uller, reqniring' s!wcial skill and daring on the part of the fisher­

mell. A few of the most prominent of these will be mcut.ioned: (a) Management of vesHcls which

huve lost their 811m..". (ll) Hepairing J.aumges to tile rigbring. (e) Repairing or impro"\'"isiug of sails.

(d) Uepahillg" or improvil'lug rudder. (e) Itl'pairing 1raks. (f) :Righting ves8t11H which have been
knoekccl down. (g) Hepairs of boats.

MAN AGKl'rffiN'l' OF VESSELS WHI<lll n.Av.E LOS'!' THBIR SFARS.-When the topmast is carried

"away, generall;y no attempt is made to Sl1Ilpl.r another at sea, ~~lthough in some cases it is fitted

anew and replaced.
The main boom, if carried away, is genel"all~' ":fiahed" b;y meaus of an improvised apparatus,

which can llsull11y bl' made to answer cvor.r purpose.

III the clIse of losiug a ft,yhlg-jib hoom attempts are rarely made to repair it at sea, as most

of th(' fishing vessels can do without it.
The fore hOOlll and the fure amI main gaff are frequently H fished" or repaired in such a man­

IJer wIlen hroken that, t.h(~y will amJwer filtH new one!'> can be obtained.

"'hen the foremast iH carried awa;y or hroken, a purchase is usually taken from the mainmast

bead aud hooked inhl the c.ye or to the uvper end of the jib stay, and hauled taut, so that the

ma.luw.ast may recelV(1 SUllllort~ and at the same till,tC the jib may 00 &It Oil the ~t&y. By thif!
means the v€Ssel is enabled to sail under bel' jib and mainsa.il, and perhaps with the staysail set;..

bet,ween the masts, as well. This arrangement is feasible when the mast is broken but a short
distance above the deck. W'ben, however, it is broken lIe3r the cross-trees the jib-sta.y may be

placed on t.he foremast, and a reefed foresail and a jib with the bonnet out may be set instead of

the Bail as already described.
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When the mainmast is broken or carried away, if broken close to the deck, it is difficult to set
allY after-sail unless a jurY'lll:Ult, is rigged. '1'}lis may be done by lashing the Dlain boom or some

other spar to tbe !Stump of the mainmast and, attaching the lJillyards to its top, in such a manner

tltat either a reefed maim,ail or riding-Emil way bli' set on it. When, howner, the mainmast is
broken higher uP, jI; frequently hecoII.lcs pOJ:lsible, by sJlOrtf'Ilinl-' thl' f'.lJr(lllllf'. awl putting on a

"pre~'enh1r spriTI~-stll~'/' til I'd a rf'cfl'll mainsa.il, or, more commOlJly, H ridilll!-f'.ail, ~'hich, together

with the jib and turNiail, generall,v euables tlll' ves'll~l to make fair lH:'IHI way, evell agaiJ;l;t, a heau

wind. Vessels ri~gcd iu thi" mallill'r hfl\'(' oftell made pussagei:1 of GOG to ~OO tniles ill a reasonabJ,'"

short time.
\Vb€'Il the howspl'it. is earried away or brok(',n, either b;,,- a ~ea tlr by (~arrYillg sail, the jib-stay

is ltsllally taken ill tlll'Ough the" IlllWS('-pilll''' aIllI hove taut., Oil 1111' windla,,-s, il)Slleh a nJtllll1(']'

that the jib with the lJonnet out ma;,,- be RI't on it, a.nd thus the y()!:'scl call ma.ke Rtecrag'e way on

the wind by having tiw mainsail T'(:'I'fj,u ; hUl wlln] I'ulming fre{', ma;y lw allle to CIUT~' t.lw whoh'

mainsail.
Vessels arc sometimes so ulIfol'tnna.t1' as to 10"'\' all Iheir 8-parOl. It, tlJ{'ll heeOllJ{1N neees8ary

that jury-masts ahollhl be improvise,l, ill order Uw ( Ille \'('sf\f~l I!lay reach port without, assistance.

Thflre are many ways of doing this, as well as performing' tilt' other (1)('r:llioI18 WI', ha"e mentioned,

which cau 0111)' be determinml hl the surrounding' eirclllllstances. The 1lI0st J.:'{·ueml method is to

lash some light spar, boom, or gaff, or perhapEi e"e11 tIll' jib sbel't trun·l('r, to the stump of tb('

mast, having: the halyard-blol~ksat,tached to the topmoto.t end, when:b;\" the sails may l)e hoi"tl'd ;
fishing vesse};" rigged in this manner baYI~ OftNI arrived B,ddy in porI without assist:llJ(\('.

REl',AlIUNG D,A11AGES lK TII~ RIGGlliG.-Fishing vl's:-;els, ill COllJIilOll with all other "ea-going

'\Tessels, are ver,Y liable to have their l'ig:gillg" lwnkelt or othpl'wll:le Ilanwgl'd while fit <'ea, ill sneh a

manner that it is of tlw utmost importance that, it :;;hould he repaia'll prOHlllUy, botlt to insure tlw

safety of tlJe vessel alld the proi!ooution of the voyag~'. Ali VI~8s1'18 arc now rigged, howen))", olle

of the accidents of this killd to which they are J)lost liable is that of lwyjug the iron work,hy which

the rigging: is attached, broken rather than the rigging itself, On fishill~ vessels this mortO fre­

quently occurs to tJIB jron-work connected with the bobstay amI jib·st.ay t.JW,ll 10 that, of any Mher,

since upon this is bronght to bear a very heavy strain. 'l'he:;w IH~cidellts are marl) likely to (X\IJUr

during gales when there is a heavy sea running than at allY other time, and generally cr..ll for a
display of skill and seamanshi!) snch as is raNIly needed elsf'where. UlOually, when the iroll-wllrk

on the stem to which the jib·stny sets np il:! carried away, the end of the stay i~ taken in throngl]

ODe of tihe lw,wse-pipel:l and Ret up &.\" tackles to tho will<1la,~8 8JlliJ s('0ure4 ill a proper mUIlnet·. It

is quite often the case that the iroll work at the end of the bowsprit to whieh tlie bobst<ly il:\·

attached is broken, and it SOIlletimN\ becomes lleCeSMJ;y to replace this and to set the bobstay Ill'

anew, even under the most diffimdt and dangerous clTcumstauce_"'. Fislling Sc!WOTl{'TS llre ocra·

sipnally liable to Itave their spring-stays unhooked, or thl:'- lwIts ill the "Jmekles get Joo.'<c, ill SHell

a manner that the mainmast is left withont, that ~ul)port.. If thi~ neellrs when the wS!>I'f i8 nndpr

sail, it can be usually replaced without a great deal of trouble hy rulming the vl'!>st'1 hefore the
wind, 80 tha.t the mainsail ma;'l' 388i8t to keep the mainmllst st.might.

H lying at anchor, however, or under SOllW ot]}eT dn\urn~hllJ~t,~~ it, if> gell('fal1~' Jl(:,ce,'<"ar)' to

get a strap on the mainma8t, to which a pmchase from the foremast is llOoked alld the Ilt'ad of the

mainmast hauledJorward far enough to enable the mt'II to attach thc spring·st.:.lJ ill its proper

pollitioD, The performl\D.oo of this duty is usnally one requirin g a great amount of skill nod judg­

ment to successfully BOOOmplish it.
The parting of shrouds, laniards, &6., are accidents to which all vessels are liable, and the
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flame methods of repairing these aTe ndopteu on fisbing vessels a8 OIl oHleT vessels. TheBe
methous are fl111y l1xp1aillcd hI aU manuals of Sellmanl'lhip."

Vessel.,> engaged in tht~ Bauk fishery alway;; h,jlve their bobstays and the lower part of their

jilH,;ta}'~ provided with chafing-gear, to Jlr{~n'lIt the (\l1b1e from coming in contact with them. It
somt'timefl 11l1]11WllS thot while tIle vesf',el>; are riding at (melior m gaIN; of wind this chafing-gear

gets ]oose-, and there is imminent dauger of the cable heing clwfe-d oft' and lost on that account.

To repair this damage aml to prevent the los!'; of the ('able there is f,>'enera.liy reqllin'd a great

amount of darillg and skill on the part of the fishermen. and llJany sehmncs are resorted to for the

accomplishment of this end. none being, how(wer, fre~ from danger.
The parting and com-eqlu'nt replacing of running ri ggin g i R Bornet,hing that is of such freq ueTIt

occurrellce and 80 common to all vessels that it hal'dl~' need he dl'seribed at length in this place.
HEPAmnw OR DIPROVISING SAILS.-The ordina.ry repairs to tbl;' sails made necessary by their

heing tom, &c., do not differ materiall~' from tho8e on other vessels. We ma~- mention het(-\ tllat,

in one infOtance, at least, a great deJl.l of jng-enuity was exhibited b~' fishermen in improvising sails
from their ued-clothing, and their vessel, the schooner Onward, of Gloucester, came sai'd;y into

port. It may also be said that the riding-sail, which we have before uescriut'd, is frequentl;r

substituted for a jib when the latter sail has been damaged or blown away, and is also made to do

dut.~· for either the mainsail or foresail, which may have heen rendered unfit for use. The staysail

ma;y be used to take the place of either the maimmil Of fOfesail ill light weather~ and occasionally
the gaff topsail is substituted for a jih. or even for 11 flying-jib.

REPAIRING OR DIPIWVISING A RUDDER.-Sillce fishing vessels are liable to lose their rudders

at sea, it is highly important that. /lome mean!:! should be deviged for steering, in order that the

vessel may re.acll port without assistance. 'Various contrivances have been resorted to, among

which we will THlmC the following:
(a) By taking aTl uncllOr·stock awl lashing to Due side of it succes"ive tiers of the hawser or

cable. Then the bight of a rope is attached to its lower end, and another farther up, at the upper

palt of the hawser. It is then put overhoard and the upper end of the anchor·8toek is brought into

the rudder-port. The cnds of t.he ropel; attached to it ~re then taken forw8Td and hauled taut on

either side in such a manner that the imprm-ised rudder i8 beld in lt8 proper place. The tiller is
next lashed to the upper end of the stock, alld this serve" the purpoiic- very wen, and a vessel can
nsually b(' steered with it without much difficulty. Sometimes plankor timber may 00 8ub8titnted
for the hl1wser. In cases where an anchor-stock is not to be had a light spar, gaff, tQpmll8t, or

eyen tbo jib-shoot traveler arc taken illl.'1tead.

(b) Another method is to make a coil -of hawser, which is securely lashed rogether in all ita
parts. This i8 towed ast~rn, and the mOVl'ments of the vel>sel are controlled by tackles leading

frow eitber side of the stern to tile standing parts of the hawser, the direction of the vessel beiIlg

changed uS hauling in eitlter one or the other of these.

(0) A ea.sk filled with water is sometimes substituted for a coil of cable, and may be made to
answer nearly tbe same purpose.

REPAIRS FROM LEAKs.-The method of rtJpairing lea.ks eaused by collision is the only oue that

will be considered here. It sometimes happens that flabing vessels are cat down by another nearly

1(1 the water's edge, and, unless repaired promptly, are liable to sink before reaching a place of

safety. Iu snch cases a man is generally lowered over the side and fastens over the aperture

some canvas, over which boards are fastened, if they Bre obtainable. If this is well done the
ve-!J8el can be tightened so that she may reach port without ML"ident.

RIGHTING 'VESSELS WHIOH HA.VE BEEN E:NOOJrnP DOWl"l'.-Althongh most of onr fisbinf{ yessele
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have their balla,st secured in such a manner that it is not liable to give way, thiR CUll Ilot hI."' Mid

of the Bankers engaged in l< salt, fishiJlg/' which uepeIHl entirely upon their salt for their ballast.

This salt is stowed in U pClllS," or "bins," built ill the holl1, and if tlley are not well built they fire

very liable to give way when the ,essel takes a h6it'J'lurcb. This sometimes occurlJ in a gale,
and when it does the vessel is generally l< knooked down" in cons PqU{'I!Cf' , and thnR placed in a
very dangerous position. At such a time, wbcn the vessel is IJ'ing nearly Oll her lH.'fun-ends, the
hollI cannot be reached by the usual manner of going tlH'ougb the bate!.J('s, llnd the ollly thing to

be done is to enter tbe hold through the bulkheads from either the fon~euRtleor cahin. She is
then "righted up" by shoveling tbfl salt to windward. This plaIt is not alwa;ys f\t1ccessful,8ince
losses ha,·e occurred from thi8 cause. Before it wa" customar;y to secure the ballast as it is now,

it occasionally happent!d that a vessel was" knocked down," shifting ber ballast into the lee side,

as the Bankers shift their salt, rendering it necessary for the same efforts to be made in order to
bring her again upright.

REPAIRS OF EOA'rs.-Vessels engaged in the Bank fishery, especially in the winter, are
more liable than other" to have their dories injured. It frequently hecomes neccssar;y that the
fishermen should be able to repair them. Many of the men become 3uepts ill tlJis kiml of work,

and there are quito a number of instances recorded where, hS exllibiting their skill and ingenuity

in repairing boats alrnm~t entirely destroyed, they have succeeded in making a good vosage, which

otherwise would have re~mlted in considerable loss to all concerned.

This applies more particularly to our cod anu halibut fisbermen, since the whalers are gener·
ally provided witb professional boat-builders and carpenters, especialls hired for the purIlose of

repairing boats that are damaged, and for constructing new ones.

SEO IV-10



F.-APPENDIX: OAPE COD FISHERMEN IN 1862; AUTOBIOG­
RAPHY OF CAPT. N. E. ATWOOD.

ti6. PREE)[AN'S DESCRIP'tIOll OF CAPE COD FISHERMEN,

The following excellent sketch of the :fishermen of Oape Ood is from Freeman's History of
Cape Ood, publiBhed in 1862. It will apply all well to the men of the present da.y.

"Oape Ood haa, not inappropriately, bOOD called the 'Right Arm of Massachusetts.' Without
reference to the topographical outline, the designation is merited, if regard be had to the employ­
ments, the nantic.al skill, the enterprising and hitherto morally npright character of its inhalJit~

ants; and it is doubtleSB to these considerations that reference was primarily intended in the
figure employed. The glory of the Cape, we unhesitatingly assert, witbont the pml!libilit,y of
('A)ntradiction, has been the character of the men who settled here and, through sUCOOBsive Kener·
ations, their numerous descenda-nts. We make this declaration ingenuously, unawed by the fear
of an accusation of self-laudation or egotism; for we speak of the community as a whole, not
gnoring the few anomalies tha.t might possibly be found, as among all people, to constitute the
exceptionB that prove the general rule; nor claiming for history the unfinished career of genera­
tions now On the stage of a<ltiOD.

" The almost entire population of the Oape has been made up of those who were descendants
from the Puritalls, perpetnating their names and their virtues; and the races here are gtmerally

more purely English than in Qny other part of om land. The Oape has, at all times, furnished its
full proportion of enterprise, talent, genius, learning; and the merit of her sona has been a.cknowl·
edged in all lands. The moral sense and general intelligence of the people, from the time of the
eBl'liest settlements, compare favotably with the inhabitants of any age, clime, or country.

"A large proportion of the male inhabitants ofthe Calle are, as is well known, early addicted
to the seas. This is~a neoe~B8ry incident of their locality. As seamen their !Urn, generally, is to
command; and perhaps no one portion of the globe. of siroHM' extent. has famished 80 many able
commanders of shillS. A vague impression, we are aware, bas lOIlg possessed a portioll of the
public mind, that a seafaring" life is not promotive of virtue; but, that the seamen of Oape Ood a.re

, as remarkably exempt from the vices and frailties of hnmanity as any class of people whatever,
challenges denial; and the apprehension to which we have adverted has, whether just or merely
imaginary, no wpport from what is observable here. Our Bea-men are generally, as before inti­
mated, very soon commanderR of ships, rather than ordinary sailors j and such as have not arrived
Itt the distinction are, for the most part, employed in vessels under those commanders or engaged
in the fish£'ries. Their visits to all lands &nd their intercourse with the wide world give them
lBl'ge views that tend to the formation of a. liberal, manly, noble character. Even in their fishing
excursions they are, as it were, at home among their relatives and their early 888ociates; lUld when
returned to the land and under their own roofs-whatever privations they may have sllffered in
thA times of peril, or because of' national calamities, involving embargoes and wars-their dwellings
are pre-eminently abodes of comfort, llod exhibit the marks of healthy thrift ltlid enjoyment beyond
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the allotment to other sections of our country, so far as relates to the general and equable distri·
bution of the bountiel:l of a good Providence.

,. The :fishing vo:yages, it il:l admittlcd, are not alwuYll conducted without auxiliaries from abroad.
For many years there has been a disposition on the part of persons from the interior to !llace

themselves 011 board these vessels, to participate in the toils and advantages of these exCUreiOll8.
Bnt, after all, the home hands are the majority. Moreover, those from abroad who st.>ek a place On
board onr fishing vessels are in many instan ces agricul turi 8ts, mechanics, sometimes tradesmen,
and clergymen, whose health has required that tbey try the salubrious air and salutary eXl'rcise of
th~ 'Voyage for the restorati.on of wllClle£Ome a.nd vigorous. action of tli~ !'.}"Btem-an experiment
that seldom fuHs.

" The sweeping remark of Talle.;:rand, tlmt 'aU the qnalities, all tbe virtues, which are attached
to agriculture, are wantiug in the man who lives by tishiug,' has been readil,Y seized by many
winds of superficial obsernltion, as if 'A gem oraculous on Aaron's breast1 or tongue of seer;; of
old infallible'; but let it be Lorue in miud that thol;e engaged ill fisheries from the Cape arc IUany
of them agriculturists, Thi8 community is very far from being made up of mere tishermen.
Unlike the ancien j, Tyrus, when ;u fulfillment of its ruin foretold it became •the destroyed in th e
midst of the sea, like tbe top of a rock, a lllace for the fishers to dry their lIets on,' the Cape

embraces an extent of territory without an overcrowded population, 8ufficielltly productiYe yet, if
not to sa:ve from famine the two old colonies of l'lymouth and Massaehu!'h;tts, to remunerate the
homely toils of a few practical husbandmen. Imleed, very few persoll5 in the eonnty are e:xcillsinly
fishermen; nor afe the CirCl1111st:mccs under which the fisheries are pro!lecutpd such as to stigma­
tize any dass. Admit t.hat uuder certaill eircumstallces the exclusive vocation of fishing is not most

favorable to mental development, the remark would not, be applicable at all to the larger class
engaged upon the seas nnd in other employments, 1101' to the many occupied ill various pursuits.
Besides, the constant emigTutiQll indnC('d h.y that characteristic enterpril'c which leads so mallY to
seek wider fiehlfl of action, llnd which bus heell flopulating every part of our country ever !linea

the first Battlement of the Cape, leRns ample room, so that none are debarred for want of space
of the opportunity of associating with other chosen pursuits that of agritmlture, horticulture, or
kinl1red avocationB. We readily eoncedc, however, that there is nothing necessarily enllOhling in
,ere fishing; indeed, we are constrained to acknowledge that there is always disccrnable a marked
difference just in proportion to the degree in which certain fisheries engross the time of individuals
to the exclusion of a larger acquaintance with the world antI the neglect of hooks. Yet, this differ­
cnce is not more apparent than in the influence of eoutinual application to other callings everywhere.
Lumbering, rafting, boating on canals, &c" are attended with similar results. "When the Dape

shall have become a community of .fishermen alone, we shall h8\"'e better opportunit.y of te5ting the
axiom of Talleyrand. The Cape Cod man loves his native home. 'Vherover he llIay be, wbetlJer

in foreign climes, or buffeting the winds and plowiug the waves of the billowy deep i wbetlJer
a merchant prince in some one of our large cities, or located on the fertile lands of somo new terri­
tory; whether north, or south, Of east, or near the declining snn, his thougbts ever turD to hi!! plaee
of nativity with fond delight and peculiar yearning; Qnd he is proud to hail from this garden-spot
of creation-for such, to him, in an important sense, it appears, whatever iWIlressions oUlen'! may

have conceived of its sterility and stereot)'ped dullness.
"Of this parvenu aristocracy of some parts of our country at the present day, the Cape makes

no boast. It is plebeian, though it hall wealth, aDd that wealth liberally distribut~. What is else­
where often Blere show and empty ostentation, is here, generally, substantial reality. A man's bliains
8ra not regarded Rl'I lodged in his purse; nor his character and claims a8 depending on the super·
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dlious devotion of sinister and false·hearted hangers-on. nor ,yet his principles a thing to be deter­
Illim'd hy the fortuitous chances and mutations of events., Reiinement exists, without its sicken­
ing afi'ectati~ns and diseased sensibilities; and intelligence, without attempt at the displa,y of the
transcendental, unreal, or impracticable. Common sellse-we use the term in its good old import-­
hus not so far become obsolete that it is is no longer destined to dwell among the denizens of the
Cape, a, fixed trait. Do we utter extravagances' Does our delineation of the character of the roMS
of the people seem to partake of a vain boa,sU Let tibe verdict of the whole world in regard to the
sons and daughters of Cape Cod be the decision of the lStme.

"The diffusion of education among all classes is proverbial. Une native·born who cannot read
and write as soon as seven years of age, would here be regarded as a phenomenon. And here we
are forcibly reminded of that peculiar trait in the early settlers of the colony forever worthy of
r..ommemoration-their appreciation of the general blessing of early edncation, and their untiring
eflorts to secnre it for posterity. The education of all was regarded by them as of primary impor,
tance to the well,being of the rising generationfl, the best good of the state, and the greatest hap,
piness of the human race; and to the furtherance of this end their best energies were directed. It
was truly fortunate for New Englund that so large a proportion of its first settlers were people of
intelligence and education; and it may well be a subject of devout gratitude to God at the present

day, as it is of admiration, that in circumsta.nces so nnpropitious to the support of schools, the
Hettlers just beginnin~ to plant themselves in a wilderness in the midst of many priva,tions;
obliged to fell the forests and erect for tbeir protection against the rigors of the climate such hab­
itations as they might; compelled to cultivate the landS for their daily subsistence, and oft to de·
fend themselves against apprehended dangers from the aboriginal nw&-should, with so slender
means, have given so mnch thought to the snbject of education, and especially that their thoughts

should have been 80 directed to the education of the massca. It was not enough that they made it
a religiolls duty to instruct their offspring in the family, to enable them to read the Bible; they

roust hn,ve other and greater facilities-an educated ministry, educated office1'8 of atate, and
teachers thoroughly educated; and we hazard nothing in saying sacrifices Were endured and pains
taken to accomplish the noble end which are a monument of distinction to the praise of our fore­
fathers, enduring as eternity.

"Never has there been a time in the history of this or any other conntry when ministers of the
gospel were generally-perhaps withont exception-better ,qualified by education and sound learn­
ing to give impulse to such a movement, and never were a set of men more influential than the
ellJ'ly settlers; TIt:" was it the ministry alone, However much deference was paid to that class of
mell, the laity, wlJich embraced very many highlyedulllit(>M and a full proportion besides of tbo5C
who had a large share of (that to which we have already adverted, too generally at the present
day most uncommon kind of sense, called by a singular misnomer) commOn sense, bad minds of

large :views and well db;ciplined, nor did they fail to employ their efforts-happily in concert with
their religious teachers-in effecting what they conceived to lie at the foundation of good morsls,
good government, and the pnblic weal.

uPrivate schools were, indeed, necessarily the first resort; but the snbject of pnblio schools
was agitated from the very first. In 1663 the colony court' propoflC(1 to the several townships
within its jurisdiction, as a thing which ought to be taken into serious consideration, that some

coorse be taken in every town that there be a. schoolmaster set up to train children to reading &Dd

writing'; and in 1670 that which may be regarded as the very germ of our present truly noble
and ,J:tenefl.cent system of free sehools was enacted: A law freely granting' all such profLtB as
mayor "han accrue annnalis to the colony from :fishing with nets or seines at Cape (jo(l for
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mackerel, bass, or herring, to be improved for and towards <l free school in some town ill thi.i
jllrisdic~on, for the trainin~ up of ~'outh ill literature for the good and benefit of posterity.' That

school was established at PlymoutL j th(' fi('ut of gonrllment, and ~as supported six seUTS by the

Oape Cod fisheries j when, ill 1687, it 'was ordered,' U;}' tllP general court, 'that in whatever
township in this gov('I'HTllent, consisting of fifty fat:lilies or upwards, a meet pr'rSOIl may be
obtaiued to teach a grammar sellOol; lVlO iLat sueh township shan allow at h'3JSt £LJ to be raised

by a. rate on an the iuhabitants of s<LilJ towll; am] that t1l0"e who han' thp more immediate benefit

thereof, with what otllers lihall voluntarily give, shall make up the residue necessary to maintain
t,hf' same; and that thl\ proftts arising from tiw Cape fisht;rieo;, heretofore mitered to maintain a

b'Tummar school in the colony, shall be tlistrilmted to such tOW1I8 atl ha,e SUell grammar schools,
1I0t exceeding £5 per allnum to allY one town, unless the court treasurer or others appointed to

manage that affair shall see good cause to add thereunto; and further, that eyer')' such town as

consists of seventy families and upwards, and has not u grammar school tlwreill, shall allow and

pay to the next town that has a gramwm· school the sum of £5, to be levied on the inhabitants
by rate, and gathered by constables of such towns by W3rrant from au;y magistrate of this juris­
diction.' This law wa,o; ilJ force until the union with the Massachusetts COIOlly, or until about

that time. The fisheries were then made free to all persons, and other provisions for schools were

made.
"The attention of the community has ever thus been carefully directed to the euuse of educa­

tion. The poor aud the rit~h have enjoyed the means of goot! education. Hence there are few in
New England (and, as we have suggesteu, it would be difficult to fiud at the present day allY adult

born on t.he Cape) who cannot at least read and write, with, in additioll, a competent knowledge ot

figures; whilst generally the opportunity has been afforded to Flccure that full amount of education

requisite to qualify for successful Imsines". In later years, the Cape has kept Ilace \vith the educa·
tional improvements of the age, and may point to ma.ny of its distinguished SOilS and :weompliHhml
daughters as proof that it halil llever been greatly dereliet in this duty.

"The inhabitants of the Cape are a religious people. The cntire freedom of religiouli opinion

claimed by them has led to It diversity of denomination, ill almost ever;}- village as well as town,
places of public worship being reared by differing sects. But it is here disreputable to have no
religious belief, and there are scarcel~' any to be found who do not give their support to some OIlt\

mode of religious worship and form of faith.
"We may add that health, that greatest of all mere earthly blessings, here wave!! lwl' waud

and crowns the votaries of frugality, industry, temperance, and virtue.-

ti6. AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF CAPT. NATHAllIEL E. ATWOOD, OF PROVINCETOWN, MASS.

The following sketch of the life of the veteran fisherman of Cape Cod is gi ...·en tn his own words

as told to members of the United State" FiBh Oommission in the summer of 187fl. It reyie~1I tLe

life of a man who began fishing ill 1816, at the age of nine years, and eontinued iu active service

in maIlY branches of the fisheries until 1866, wLen he became a fish-curer on shore. He said;
, My memory is prett;y good, and I know in what wa,y I have spent my life. I remember all

about my early voya,ges. I have looked over my notes, going ba-ek for several ;I'oors, so that I know
their dates precisely. I know every vessel I have been in and all their voyages from the beginning

until the time I quit iu 1866, thirteen years ago.
I was born in provincetown on the 13th of September, 1807. The first that I had anything

_._._----~---'-----------

• Free!nAn's Hist. of Cll.pe Cod, Bom.on, 1862, Vol. I, pp. 741-749.
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to do with tlH\ fisheries was when I was Dille years old. My father quit going to sea, and the next

Beason he was g-Ohlg" to take me ill the boat with him. That fall he, with Rome others, gO,t a catch

of :!50 barrels of l'.ea.herring; and he called me out. TIe got me in the night to g'0 with him in a

boat. I remember it ,cry well, although it was It great while ago, because the boat was nearlJ'
full of berriIIg', alld I undertook to row, and mall!"' a poor picr,e' of work of it. I remember the

herriIIg' quiddling arouml my legs. That is the first I had to (10 witll fishing.

The next spring I went, with one othell boy, with my father in a boat cod·fishing. We went

to Race Point, am} m;ed, as the sailors lSay, to carry our" g-ruh" out witb ns. Before Saturday

night we bad to COIlle in amI get a recruit. ~Te used a lnfl-strate boat a little smaller than a wbale­

boat. The wha.l~·b(latrows wiUI fi,e oarlS, and these had four oars, and we used to call them fiv&­

handNl boats. There were llix·Rtrake boats and seven-strake boats. TIlE'y were 18 feet keel, and

1 sllould think about 5 feet beam, with four thwarts. 'Ve !Sometimes used a small Rail, which we

made of 1l yards of top-gallant duck, ~ wide. The mast was about 12 feet long.

'Ve lllnded at the Race and llauled tbe boats up. 'Ve had little fish-hutf> there. Myfatber built
his but there, which was 6 feet by 8. IIe was 6 feet tall, ami bad a bertll across the end, and

could touch his bead at one end and his feet at the other. The but had a wooden chimney. \Ve

took sucb pro,isions as we could. Some fared betwr than otbers. \Ve were pretty poor. I came

from POYerty amI obMcurity. I suppose we wer.e there about two month" fishing- for oodfi..sh. Dur·
ing the season a man and a boy, a ;yoUIlgster like, would probably ayerage abont ~5 quintals to a

boat. 'l"bat is a fair average for the two months that we stoppeu there.

After tlds we came off here and Bet mackerclnets in the harbor, beginning about. the 20tll of
May to catch mackerel for sale frt'sh, TheRe were sent to I~o8ton market. ·After the mackerel

senson was o,er tbere was little doing here in the 8Ilmmr'r, tllrougb Jnl;\' and A,lg"nst, hut about
the mirldlp, of Septcmlwr the dogfi!:'lb strnck in on their WilY south. The dogfish werc Ilcre in tbe

spring', as th('~' piU~sed by tlle Cape, going' nortll, 1mt we didn't get llJan;r of them. 1Vo followed

fl!'lltiHg' for do;:li!'lh two months, from about the midule of September till the middle of November.
That was tIle best fi,<;Iling' of the season, as t10gfitih oil was worth about $10 a. barrel A man and

a ho~- would g-pt somc l5 barrels in that time. The.y were mostly females wIlen the~' carne in, but

the la!'t school in No,ember were about all males. 'fhe males generally had better livers than the

females.

When winter came tbe~' dropped me, as I was too Bmal1 to 1:'0 winter lilllling. Two men went

tog'{'thl'r in a boat cod-fil'.hing-. 'Vc didn't ha ..e any llallllock at tbat time. In 25 quintals of fish

we dilln't g-et more than 1 quintal of scale fill}l (haddock, hakp" and pnlllJc'k). The codfish were sold

by the IJnnure<l pcmDd~l from r,o cents to $1 perllumlrerl, while the baddock were always counted.
One bont would h8'\"(\ two harld(J(~k and another three, and perhaps two or three boats -would have

none. IJaddock, wei~hing four, fi,e, or six pounds, would sell for 15 or ~O cents. For mauy years

h lld clock were altogflther higher tban codfish, owing to their scarcity. This was in 1817. The busi­

lless on tbe whole (luring the wiIlter hclIlcd them out cOD5iderably, becnuse tbere was nothing else

to do bere. Tbey nf;Cd clams in the winter altogether for bait. ]\101;t of tbem we dug in the

vicinity, at Ilouse Point. Aboot the first of Man:h tbe winter school of fish was o'\"er, February

being' the best month. Then very little was done in cod-fishing until herring made tbeir appear­

anee, whicb came in geflf'rolly about tllO first of April, and when they caught this fresh bait, for

two or tbree days tbey would do pretty well. 'Ve used to catcb some few witb clams in March.

Now I bave told )"on about wbat we {lid tlJe first yt'..ar, llnd tbat is tbe character of tlJe fhibing

that wo followed right .straight along, although iOille who were able to build pollock seines were
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engaged in fisbing pollock. They caught them out at the 1{uce in the month of May, but we had
no BUch thing as a Beine. We fisbed every year just about the same from one ;year W another.

In 1818 I was eleven 'year", old. In November of that ~'eHr we moved to Long Point [lIld fisbed
from the shore there. Nobody lived there then. I went to school a little while when I wag over
here. but not much. I was in the fishing boat most of the time excepting a short. period in tue
winter.

In 1819 we carried on the fishery as in the two preceding years. Up to thia time I had staid
ashore, althongh I 110W felt anxious to go to sea, but my father thought I could do better to go ..vith
him in the boat and help bim. I said I wanted to go to sea, but he would not go to ship me, but
said I could go if I wanted to. There wu!'. then a vessel fitting out for Labrador, the Dexter,
Joseph Sawtell, rua!'.ter, and he wanted a cook. Father said r might go over and sLip with him.
I asked .40 for the run-that is, for the voyage. I finally traded with him for $37.00 to go to the
coast of Labrador as cook.

We sailed from Provincetown on the 6th of June. All but two of the crew belonged there.
There is one ma~ of them Iltilllivillg. The rest are dead. We went to the coast of Labrador, bnt, a.s
it happened, we were unfortunate in getting codfish, OUf men were not the 11('l;;t of fishermen, so
that we got a very small sbare. We carried, I think, 160 hogsheads of BaIt, and we brought back
about 30 hogsheads, and were 80 much short on the fare. I dOIJ't know uow how far we went
north. We went to what was familiarly known to us aR GrOBi'iWater Bay. Jt. i" not down Oil the
chart. On m:;aretW'n home I found that I had made more thaI} allY man on the vo:plge. Our
mode of fishing then was to let the vessel lie in the harbor and send the boats out. We at that
time had no vessel on the Grand Bank, and but two or three small vessels went to the Gulf of

Saint Lawrence fishing for mackerel. All our fisheries were at Labrador at that tine. 'VI'.'

carried foW' boats. We UBli'd one boat to get eapelin for bait. ·When fish wero plenty during tU(\

capelin school the bait boat would seldom go fishing. The fishing boats were baited out of hel'.

We had one of the crew to throat, one to head, one to split, and a salter in the hold of the vesse:,
salting tbe fish as they came down. On OUf arrival on the coast of Labrador few codfish were t~)

be caught until the capelin schools carne in, and t.hen the cod cllme in witl} the capelin scllools. The
capelin school lasted about three weeks. If you bad some salt when thc capelin school \tas over
yon might get some herring for bait and fish with thli'm. But we picked up fish very slowly after tbe
capelin went away. When the capelin came on the coast the first that arrived were males. You
can tell the male from the female by external signs, so as to distinguish the sexes )1f:'xfectly well,
When the males had been on the coast about a week, then came a mixture of females. The.\' look
very much like a smelt, and are 80ft and full of spawn. We did not use them for food. On an
average about one·tenth of the eapelin were females. When they had deposited their spawn tbe
males deposited their milt and made the whole water white. Then the females went off. Soon
after the fishing slacked off, and we used to say they were capelln sick.

On my retnrn from that voyage, having been absent sixt-een weeks and two days, I went to
Long Point and was very glad to see another house being erected close by my father's, so that wo
had two' families there in the following winter. In the"winter I went in the fishing boat, as I
was then old enough to stand the winter. The voyage of the Dexter was in the summer of 1820.

After fisbing through the antnmn and winter and in the shore fisheries the next spring, I !lhipped
for another Labrador voyage. My father shipped me on the schooner Favorite, Captain Paine.
We had ten shares in all, and I had three-fifths of a share. I thonght as I was thirteen ye~lrs old
1 would not like t.o go again as cook, and I shipped as a hand before the mast. One of the prin­
cipal men had a brother about my age, and he was not willing that his brother should cook more
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than balf the time and wanted to make me cook balftbe time. I objected, but what was the Me'
I filially had to submit to it. 'Ve went early that spring, about the 10th of May, to the coast of

Ncwfollmlland. 'We fisbed witb clams on tite north shle, being ahead of the capelin school, in the
Straits of Belle Isle Hml at BODne RaJ'. WheD it came time to go porth to meet the capeliu school
we left the NewfoumlIaud fisuing awl went to Gro:'1swater again, and fished ,in Indian Harbor on
the sonth Aille of GroAswater Bas. "~e then fi~hl'(l until we consumed our salt, with the exception

of a few hogsheads. "'e got a good fare of' fish, about 1,200 quintals. Then we carne down into

the Straits of B",ll",. Isle and WPllt to a place called Pinwire, and there we waslled our fil5h out and
took tlJem ashore on the rocks to dry. 'We brought them home grcen the year hefore. We had
to tUrI! amI dry them on both sides, because we coultlll't dry them underueath. I think we staid
there about, four "eeks. We then took onr fish in and started for home. On our arrival home the

fi~1J were not dIJ' clioug-ll for markt't, nntl we went, to Gloucester and took our fish out and dried

the.m over again, alld then went to Boston for a market. :My share amounted to $83.00. I then
came IlOme in Octoher alitl engaged in the ghore fisher~: aod winter fishery, as in ~'ears before.

In 1820 we fitted out the first whaling vessels from Pro\·incetown. There were five that went

to the Azore,;; and about that region for sperm wbales. In 1:-;21 we had twelve ycssels from Prov­

incetowli in the sperm-whale fisl.lCry. My father went as ship-keeper on one of the whalers, and

he made a pretty good voya-ge, 80 that he felt richer than ever before. III 1822 we fitted ont
eiglJtee:n. vessels, and I 8hipped in the brig Laurel, Cook, master. In the two yeUrli Imwious the
whalers, on an avera~e, ditl considerably !Jetter than the cod fishermen, and that was the reason

why the wlwlers iucreased 80 fast. We sailed on the 3d day of' April from this port, aDd went

60utl1'we8t out across the Gulf Stream. Un the morning of the sixth dar from home one man cried

out, I, Towno I" Thf',Y now say, "There she blows," when they Bee a 'rhule. I was below asleep,
and the noise on deck woke me. We lowered a boat and went out. There weN three or four or
half a dozen '\'\"lIales together, but finally t.hey tricked us and got away alJd we went back to get

our breakfast. We saw in the evening a bunch of whales to the leeward, alJd we got out and
struck a tHUll-II one and heltI on to lier a short time, but she became loose. I saw, bowever, that

she was spoutiJ1g' blood and they didn't tbrow the harpoon again, but went to work lancing the
wball's, omI WI" ~OOtl batI seyen RpoUtillg blood, and gave them their death wounds very .soon. It
Boon bl~gnn to look squall.r, with hea\"y clouds in the west. The first whale died and the rest
moved slowly to the windward, but it blew so hea.y that we went back and took the first one

llboanl and cnt her in. It made but twelve barrels of oil. This was sOl1th of the Gulf Stream. I

coultl not say JURt what latitulle and longitude it WS8 in, but I think We may have been one-third
the "a~' to the Azores. 'Ve then run down, without 8eeing anything mOTe, hunting around until
we made the iAle of CorvOj and on the following day We went o\"l?r to the wpstern side ot' the islaud

of Terc~'ira. vte l'rui8Pd up and down the shore day in and £layout. We saw whales oncE', but

tbt>~· were g'oing- ,err fast. 'We cba8ed them until night, but lost them. 'That was the second

time we saw sperm wlmles. Afterwards, in cruising off to the ea,st Bide of Terceira, tbe wind

Clime on to blow hea,y from the northwest, and we went through the south side and anchored
between }lort au Pre and Port Angra. '1 think there were a dozen out of the eighteen of our 6eet
anchored tuere. There was a Portuguese boat co,me down from Allgnlo just to get a list of the

crews alld a bill of health. All had a bill of health. He boarded the schooner Nero, Oaptain

Miller, of Provincetown, and when lie came to call tbl;'. crew up to examine them one ma.n was below
sick in his bertll. He says, "I will take you up to Angra i" but tbe captain didn't like that.

Finally he hesitated some and said, "I think I better go up first and get orders." He went o1f, I
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think, two or three miles~ and when he got half way np there Oaptain Miller np 'With the sails and
went, off. The boat didn't come back.

The next da~' the wind moderated, and we all went out; but didl\'t get to the whalillg gronnd
uutiLjnt;t at night, The next morning tbet\~ wai> the Nero, with a great big whale alongside, and
they were cutting her in, We soon struck one. The whale made good pIa.;y (as the whtlIelllt'n
flay)~ and we soon kiHed Iter and took bel' alongside, She wade 28 b'HT61s. That is wl1at }

call a .small take. We then crujseQ tb8re soIDe tjmo longer, aDd our lwxt move was to go lIOI'ti},

passing the island of Corvo and Flores, about lu,titlHle 42. Ther""W(l crni~\~\l "i:s: w{'A;k8.. \VLeli

we had been out a week or t(m da'y8 it wat! vel'S -windy Qll(', mOl'ning, frOll! the ~()uthwest, alJd we

discove:r:e<1 n whalo coming 111) clo~e h> \1'0. Til\'. m111tain saidl "The wind is blowing 80 t.hat we will

not 10Wbl' down, but run her down.') ,Ye reefed the saUs and SOOD the whale went down. 'Ye

lUQked around another hour~ but didn't see her at all, At the end of that time we dilicoYered a

Whale as much as five or six miles to the north of us, and we 8tl'cwhcd on towarU8 it~ the \,,-ind
increasing ali the time. Before we got to /tim he went down. He spouted OOIDe forty times in forf.y

minutes, and then went down uud staid :lS long as that. Whetl we got to about where Wtl tbollgot
he WI;\1Jt down we luffed tl). Pretty Mmn h(J came up. We lowered tle hoots and got quitf-· near

niro, but he moved off falOter than we coO-ld. Tllat was all we ever got near to in all the six weeks.

TueD we wen t in to recruit, to get potatoes, onious, and other fresh vegetables. III tlJ e morning
the wind was from t\w, Dorthwe.i:\t, with a lightl Il.wderam breeze, WEl discoVerl'ld a whale a long
dh,tance ab.'i'..ad, We got our breakfast as the vessel was hooding along that way. Wo saw the
wbab wuen it went down, and we lowered our boats n.nd rowed out to about where we tbonght

the wbale disappeared. The captain said we better stop rowing, and we stoppoo. Pretty B{\Oll the

whale came up close to the mate's boat, and he pulled on and fal!,t~noo to it. It wa~ a mOllstrQUS
great whale. At that time we used wlmt we calloo " drogues." W (l took pieces of thick board about
15 illcbes sf.Jua.I'l.J~ the oo>U'di'. croMing Illich oth~r, with a aqu:tnl holli1 through them. Then we had

It Ilieoo {)f hard ~·ftOd with a -shoulder to it, Bud had ~ rope strapped to it, sa that whell we thre,,'
tbe bl1rpoou into the Whale, haVing a warp 6 or 8 fathows long~ if tbe whale took to l'tlDning ah&

would hitve thit:< (lrogue to tow through the water. "',.c worked on tha,t whale fot' an hour aml a half

Bond it, never went down. At the end of the hour llnd a half 'Nt;', had got in six- drogue irons. 'J'he
whale ran on the top of the water yt\l'~' SWiftly. We could not get near enough to the whale &0 that
we could bUl'titat all. W~ laucedit above th~ hump or behiud the abdominal cavity. .By and by

the whale wlmt down and took about 4W fathoms of line. We carried 220 fathoUls in each boat
and we had put the two together. r think we had 40 fathoms left, At this tilJIe the whale was
a good way£; off. Whenever we attempted to approach him he would sta,rt. He went down six or
seveo titu€s, and t1u~ last time the warp parted and he carricl ever~'thtvgwith him, and we never'
saw him again tm be was mile,s and miles a.way. If we had Dot put in the. droguc iroDs we might

have held him up alol\,gBide and killed hila. The next day we lauded at Pico to get some gru:pell

Sind figB. A.ll the wlJ.alc$ we got made about, forty barrels of oil. Tbat was all We flaw at the

Azores.
The captain thon eonooived the idea of stopping out over wintl;,r. Ai> the, other ,'e&,seJs were

cuming home, one spared us a.litt1e bread, another fi little meat, aud ao we .recruited out, of tho

other vessels. We left the Azores early ill September and went to the Cape de Verde Islands.

When we arrived there we had pretty good reports. W~ went down tQ the l1l1e of Sal, waich is 3

salt islaJld. There was llO very good ancuQrage there Oil IWf.)(llwt of there being $Ome sharp rook8
at we bottom, and we had hemp cables. During tb~ winter while .staying here we got our cables
chaSoo o1f,,*,,vel'Sl times. ,We remained here llutil the 10th of February. The wind wjIa blowing
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most of the time, the regular northwest trades. It finally blt\w so strong that we couldn't hold,

and we went into Madeira Bay and lay there two or three days at a time in the heavy wind. When

the wind subsitled we went out and worked off the windward of the islands. We went out, I think,
l'IOme time in December, and got off to the windward of the Isle of Sal, and one Sunuay morning
we were surrounded with whales. We were not ill the habit of whaling Sunday. 80me of the

crow were anxious to go out and SOme opposed it. Suffice to Bay the captain was opposed to

whaling Sunday and didn't go. TIut somo of t,hem swore a good deal that night. The caproin

said we were going to have a good spell of weather, and there were so man'y whales we could get
a good many.

The next morning we had splendid weather, but we never saw a whale all day. Then, Tues·
day morning we weN surrounded by whales. We were only a few miles to the northward of the

Isle of Sal. There was the biggest Hchool I ever saw. We lowered the boat early in the morning·
and went out a.nd fal:ltened to a whale. We soon killed it and took it alan gside and went to cutting
it in. The captaiu theu thought if more whales came along we would try to get another that

day. The one we took made 28 barrels. He sent mn aloft to look out. I was then a boy four.

teen years old. It was the fall before I was fifteen. I kept looking, and discovered, away to the

northward, whale SpOUUl. I sung out, "Towno!" TIle captain wanted to know where, and 1 told
him off the weather bow. He came up and saw them. He said, U Let me know when they go

down." I told him, and he saw what o'clock it was, and by and by he said, "Keep a sharp look·
out." Pretty soon I saw them coming up, about half a. mile awaY,and coming towards the vellsel­

right at it. We then rowed out, and we had not boon out more than five minutes when 'p
came one, close to us. We let the boat run, keeping dose to them. There were about a dozen of

them. Just before we got to them one of them dropped his tail down and brought his head up tell
feet high antI hung tllere. Our boat-steerer w~ted to go ahead. He was a ;young man, and the
captain said he expooted to head the boat himself. But the young man said he wanted to go in

the head and to strike the whale.' He ilid so, and we shot up alongside of the whale and threw

the first harpoon. We have two; one called the preventer iron. He threw both of hi8 harpoons,
and thought the first one went into the whale some, but the second he knew didn't gq, in. The

whale went off about a hundred yards, and out came his harpoon, and away went the whales, and
tha.t was the last of them. The lll\xt tIa;y the wind began to breeze up. We were to the windward

of the islands when I discovered a bunch of whales to the east of us. I gave the alarm and we

stood towards them. We BOOn found thero was quite a number of them. We got wheN they were

and went out and fastened to one of them, a fifty-barrel whale. She made pretty good play, a.nd 1
don't remember whether they drogued her or noL I think they didn't put any drogue irons into
her; but we lanced her, and pretty soon she began to spout blood. I was in the mate's boat. We

didn't have a full crew. The captain said to the mate, "Yon beuer go aboard and unbend the

cables from the anchor and have it ready to put around this whale's flukes." ·We set about to go

aboard, and she went down as plump as she could. We bent on our warp after she went down

and had taken as much rope as she wanted. When she came up she didn't spout any blood at all.
We set out to go up and lance her, and as quick as we tried to do it she turned her head at us.

We couldn't get Il.n~' lance into that. The blubber is composed of what is called white·horse.

When we got near her she would turn her head around, throw ber jaw out, and come up at the
boat. We watched bel' and tried to get a (~hance at her. Then they threw a drogue iron right
into her breast, when she gave chase to us with her mouth open. We backed away, and didn't
know but we should be eaten up. Then ahe turned right around, and J tell yon she made the

splinters fly. She went off with the head. of the harpoon in her. We bad a 1Pll&1l sail, and just



APPENDIX, 15fl

after dark we got aboard of the vessel and went into the barbor. There we lay about three days.

The lInt good spell of weather we went out again. We beat to the northward, when we saw

samet-bing black stretclJed alOIlg out there. We went to it and found it wa" this wbale. She had
been dead {(1m days, and had I:\welled up 80 muclJ that she wal> aH high as the brig's rail. W(I

made fast to her and secured her, We ran down bJ ~he bend of the island, and before worning

we were at anchor in smooth water, The calltain said, "If we cnt this whale, as soon as we cut
into the case the oil will rUll Ollt. The only way we can do is to scuttle the head 011 the broad

side and then get in there and dip it out," We did so, and bailed ont ten barrel s of lil]uid oil. It
was limpid and clear. Tbeh we undertook to get off the blubber. This was a vers fat whale, aIllI

when we booked on to hoist np the blubber the oil would CODle dowll faster than an,Y railH;torm I
ever saw, We blocked up the scuppers as well as we could and dipped two 01' thnw bands off the

deck. After stripping it, we let the carcass go. We staid uutiJ the 10th of February. \Ve thell
ran down to Buena Vista. Then we went to Brava, southwest of the Cape de Verde Islands, and

then bore 01' to the West Indies and went to Martinique. There we found a bI'ig that belonge(l
to New Bedford, Captaiu Phillips. He was captain when there was no wlmle in sight, but Oaptain

",VarrCIl was captain when thero were whales. When we got to Martiniqutl we saw some whales.
We lowered a boat and went out and struck a whale-a humpback-and finan~' killed it aHd took

it alongside the vessel and cut her in. After we had cut up tbe whale we weut and auehore(l in
()lj(\ of the coves between SaiIlt Pierre and Port Royal, and thl'I'e we lay and tried it out, That
whale gate us :live barrels apiece, Then we started for home. On our voyage we bad {",ir weather
and were twent~· days from Martinique to Provincetown, an'iving on the 27th day of March. We

sailed the 3d of April the year before, My share was $20. I wanted to go whaling again, but

fll,tller said, "You can't aflord to go," and that wound up my whaling. '
'l'lte 'whalers all broke down here then, There was one, Captain Soper, master of the Ardent,

who v,eut the next year and coming home he was capsized in a hurricane aud fonr of the crew wern

wUlo;hed off, The remainder staid on the brig, and five, after remaining on the wreck twenty-six
days, werc taken off alive and carried to England, The mate died, but Captaiu Soper and thre",

mell got home. All hM""e since diel1 except one; who iJ3 in Fernandina, Fla,

Then I had to go to sea somewhere, and I ~hiPI)ed in the !lchooner Favorite again, hut not with
the same captain. They generally hire as cheap as they can. Sometimes the parties who hire
crews give them their boots. I got $12 a month and one boot. She was a schooner of 80 tons,

Ite.uben R,yoar, master. I think we ca:"'ried 160 hogsheads of salt, and tha.t mnltiplied b:r eight

will give the bushels. We sailed from home about. the middle of May. We, proceeded first to the
northern coast of Newfoundland aud wade a stop at the Bay of hlands, where we commenced
fishing with clam bait. We carried the clams with U8. You see it was ahead of the capelhl achool.
After til>hiDg a week or ten days we then proceeded northward and arrived at Indian IIarhor, the

.:
other side of· Grosswater Bay. Soon after we arrived, the capelin came upon the coastl and we
wet nearly all our salt durint-: the capelin school, which lasted some three weeks. Hayillg 80m/.',

salt left we proceeded homeward, stopping at the Straits of Belle Isle at a place caned Henley's
Islands. The capelin were gone and we were compelled to fish with sand·eels or lants (Am1lWdytlJ~).

There we finished all our salt but a few bUlO-lIds, left the coast, and proceeded on our voyage home­
ward. We arrived home about the 20th of St'ptember from the voyage, and the fish were brought

home in a greeu state. That ended my Yoyage, I had earned my $12 a month and a boot, and

got my discharge. Then I commenoed in the shore fisheries, fishing for dogfish and mackerel in
the fall and in the winter fishing for cod, That completed 1823.

AfWr fishing throngh the winter and spring I shipped again to go another new voyage in. the
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schooner Imlependence, of Boston, Capt. Lewis L. Smith. The crew consisted of Lewis L. Smith,
mlll5tcr; Daniel Smith, father to the captain, and Lewis and Daniel Smith were his sons. The
!\Ook wall Daniel, and that was his grandfather's name, and he was on board. Then there were
Atkins Smith, the captain's brother, and Job Hill, the captain's QI'othcr-in-law. Then there were
Ambrose Hill, Job's sun, and I. We sailed for the Gulf of Saint Lawrence on the 27th of April.
That was too early to get into the Gulf for ice. We first harbored in Barrington, near Cape Sable.
Then we lllade a move eastward and harbored in I.iscorob's Harbor. The next move we got to
Canso, where we r()mained several da;ys. The northern part of the straits was filled with ice.
After some days of southerly wind, the ice drift.ed northward and we made auother move along,
harboring again at Port Hood, where we WMe detained a few days. We were bound for the Mag·
dalen Islands. 'Ve got about half-way, and had to come back on account of the ice. After a
few da,)'s tlw ico cleared so that we reached the Magdalen Islands and went into harbor. 'fhe

vessel Wl.'ut out into the gulf and bronght their fish to shore as soon as they got part of a faret

and they were cured by a Frenchman living on the island, who received 10 per cent. for curing them.
'We didn't fish any to speak of at Magdalen Island~, but we went over to Bank Bradley fishingt

also to .North Cape, Prince Edward Island. We didn't get more than two thirds of a cargo of fisb,
and when it came time to Mme home weleft the Gulf, notwithstanding some 40 hogsheads of salt

were not consumed. After taking the fish on board at Magdalen Islands the schooner sailed and
arrived home in the. latter part of September. When I left the vessel I engaged in the shore
fisheries through the autumn, winter, and following spring. This completes 1824.

The next spring I shipped in the schooner President, Ebenezer Atkins master. '1'hat schooner
was 84 tons, and carried 160 hogsheads of salt. During both of these voyages we fished wholly
with mackerel bait, and we could catch as many as we wanted. The mackerel were caught with jigs,
there being enough offal thrown oyer from the decks to keep the!? on the surface. We nearly
always took the spawn of codfish and used it for mackerel toll·bait to keep them at the surface.
We fished mostly on Bank Bradley, off North Cape, Prince Edward Island, and along the west
shore from Escuminac Point to Point Miscoll. We finished Our salt and then commenced our
bomeward passage, arriving home the latter part of September. When we were on the way home
I was looking out to see the barren and sterile sands of Cape Cod come into view. After al'riving
in Provincetown the fuh were washed out hy the crew and delivered to the owner for preparing for
market. I engaged in the shore fisher~' until the fish were ready for market, when I again joined
the vessel. After taking in the fish, we went to Boston for market. The cod-fishermen then went

up and tied alongside the Long Wharf. The dock came up to the Faneuil Hall building. Where
the Quincy Market building now stands, there was water when I first went to Boston. Wheu
I was on the Independence the vessel's jib-boom extended up to North street (Ann street it

was called then). Our vessels went npthere and hauled up ~ Long Wharf to wait for a.
huyer. They kept coming, one after another, until tbere was quite an 8wnmulation of vessels
there. The mea.t they ate was chiefly sheep, and they would buy them for 122 cents, but tuey
used to generalIs give about 25 cents. There was at that time tlonsiderable work for the crews in
unloading vessels while they were waiting for a pnrchaser to buy their fish. We sold the :lish for
$2 a quintal. I made $150.

I was engaged in the following year, dnring the spring, in fishing for codfish at Race Point.

In the winter the fishing was in Cape Cod Bay. I shipped then in a new schooner belonging to
Wellfleet, the Aurora, Capt. Freeman A. Baker, master. She was a vessel of 55 tons and was
built at Nowburyport. We engaged in the mackerel fishery on the New England coast from <Jape
Cod to Mouut Desert. On that voyage the vessel came over from Wellil.eet and took me aboard,
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also my hrotlH'r and another boy, and sailed t.he 29th day of June, 1826. On the fir!:t. £layout,
about sunset, we diseovere,d a school of mackerel. We luffed to, threw bail l and called the school

alongside, and got some 5 or 6 barrels. That is the first fishing that ever I made jigging. From
this we proceeded to Cashe's Ledge and in some two or three Wf'cks we got 150 barrels of mack"
ere1 ; after which the mackerel ceased biting, and there was ten days passed, and we 1Ie,erll:ot
but two barrels of mackerel cruising from OasLe's Ledge to \fount Desert j after which we fell in

with mackerel off Mount Desert and soon completed our cargo. We then proeeedcd for Boston.

We arrived in Boston the 2d day of Angnst. We were gone just liye wcelu'. ,Ye earrif'd

altogether butts, that is, molasses bogsheads, and a vessel of any great size would have four tierfl
of hogsheads. We took. those barrels on deck to strike the, mackerel in, to dres." them ill, and to
Iloak them in. We only carried twenty butts, and the remaining fish were sHlb,,1 alld barreled
just as they do now. We arrived in Boston a,nd packed onr mackerel onto We had 2:3R barrel!'.;

:38 of No.1, 23 of No.3, and 177 of No.2. These mackerel were sold for $4.25 for No.1, $3.:!5 for

No.2, find $2.25 for No.3. Inspection cost us 92 cents Jt barrel. The iUf\pector l!irf'(l the huttR,
After a day or two we packed out and the vessel came home. W c were in a hurry to get onL
The wind came on from the northeast and kept us ten day!!, after which the wind hauled to the
southward, when we left for the fishing ground. The wind cbanging to the eastward we bore up

for Cape Ann and remained in the harbor of Gloucester for a w(-'Ck; after which the wind

changed to the westward and we left the harbor. "ita arrived off 1Ilount Desert and it came on a
storm and we landed in Cranberry IslaD<ls. We had got 26 bUITel;;; in g-etting so far on our

vo)'age. After leaVing the harbor tbe next day we llroceeded eastward. The 11tb of Scptembrr
we got 38 wash barrels, the 12th we got 45, the 13th of September (which was my birthda,y) we

got 51, OIl th~ 14th we got 28, and the next day 24. The wind then came on from the eastwllrd

and we bore up and went to Cranberry Islands again, with 14.0 barrelR of mackerel. When the
weather became good again we went out and found plenty of mackerel, and completed our cargo.
We proceede(l to Boston, wbere we packed out 253 barrels. We had 177 barrels of No. 11 8 barrels

of No.3, and 68 barrels of No.2. As we were going into Boston we bailed a mackerel schooner

tbat was coming out, and they said that mackerel were worth $3, $4, and $5. Our skipper

remarked tbat if they kept as high as that he wouldn't ask any more. He would gt·t rich

enough. The crew made $105 to a share,
Then we made another trip, the third, fisbing between Cape Cod and Cape Ann, on what is

called Stellwagen Banks. During fall we got 225 barrels more that we panked. Abtmt 190 bar·

rels were No.1, and the rest No.2. The last da;'.' we were wide ofl' shore from Marblehead, on the

20th of November, and caught 20 wash barrels. Then It began to snow and we came into Boston
Harbor. The next morning there was ice over the w~h barrels. We went up then and quitted
tbe voyag£l. I made $200 for the three trips. That following winter and spring I engaged in the

shore :fishery..
Early in June I went to Boston and took the schooner J.lissouri,33 tons. She wasn't very

big. This w8;8 my first trip as -captain. Afoot fishing about a month for codfisb we abandoned
that and fitted for the mackerel fishery on the New England coast. We had two men l)N~ide my­
self, and two small boys, and got about 200 barrels of mackerel dnring the seai'lon. ,,"~e closed up

our fishing about the middle of NO'lember. We jigged the mackerel and sometimes pickl'd np II

feW' barrels with a gaff. When we fitted in the fall I bought a quarter of the vessel, for which I

paid t100. The next spring I started codfisbing in our bay about Oape Cod. About the 1st of
May we left off fishing there and fitted for tbe Hnlf of Saint. LaWrtlllOO cod fls_ber.'". We c:lrrie{] 4!j

hogsheads of salt. I dOIl't know what time we left the Gulf. We wet all our salt. On our arriyal
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at Cape Canso we were short of provisiona, but I supposed we would not be mOI'e than a week, but

we were fifteen days, so we were half starved when we got home. A.fter landing our fish we fitted

for the mackerel fishery, and I was employed in that until the middle of November, 1828. In the

winter 1 engaged in the winter fishing in the same vessel. We w~nt to the north shore off Lynn
nnd remained there six weekl:J. I made $12. We came home and the vessel was laid np until the

next scason.
By going four months out of the nine, exclusive of the winter, we obtained a bounty at the

rate of $4 a ton on the vesseFs measurement. ·"te comme-nced early in 1\1arcb and fished until
about the 1st of June for codfilih; after which we engaged in the mackerel fishery until Novem·
ber on the coast of Maine and Maflfmchnsctts. Then we went bounty catching about, a week or ten
days. We called it bounty catching because we shouldn't have gone if it hadn't been for the
bounty. After spending the winter at, home I was gtill in the Missouri, and in tIle spring engaged

ill the halibut ftsl.ters along tho l'lhores of Cape Cod and Nantucket Shoals. At that time it took
onl~' a small quantity to glut the Boston market, with halibut. The most we got was 3 cents a
pouml. I haye carried 2,000 weight, and when I got to Boston would let them (the dealers) come
into the hold and pick out 1,000 weight which I would sell for half a cent a llound and throw the

rest o'erboard. Some vesselR could'nt Ren their cargoes at all. The reason of this wail because

Boston was small in population. Ice never had been used for icing halibut; but was used only in
the city of Boston, and that WaR as far as they could be carried without ice. Glollcester was uot
eng:lgfd in the halibut fishery at full time, so that we, particularly Wellfleet, supplied the Boston

market with halibut. The ha,libut season commenced ill March and lasted until July. 'Vhen
mackerel got fat there WWi nO sale for halibut.

Early in .Tune, 1830, we fitted for the mackerel fishery. We went first off about the yicinity
of eashe's Ledge and fished from there to Mount Pleasant Rock. We got a trip of 100 barrels

and were absent four week". J think we made $30 to It share. There were three mell, including
myself, and two bop; on board. It was the custom of mackerel vcssela to carry stone ballast ill the

bottom and stow the barrel I" on the top of the stones. We threw out the stones and only took in

and hCll(led np 12 barrels of stone, and stowed the yessal full of empt;r barrels and salt.

We sailed from Provincl'.t.own the ht day of August. On the following da.y, at 9 p. m.~ it com·
menced to blow a gale from the lJorthea8t. We were just near the western edge of George's Bank.
It blew so hani tbt> ,essel could hardl~' stand up, and layover on her side, and we were pretty

scared. Tbe gale lUodmah'd, however, thi' next morning. When we had been ont a week we had 2g •
barrels. The vessels fittell out for short voyages, from one to six weeks. When we were out two
weeks we had 16 barrels. It looked pretty blue. One·third of our time was gone and we had caught
only 16 barrels. Vi/(' then ran ea F;tward down off the coast of Grand Manan, find when three weeks

were out we had 60 barrels. At'terw3TIls, for SOIDe tell dayH, we caught very few mackerel, and

proceeded westward. When off 1\1011l1t Desert hills, bearing about northwest, we fell in with

plf'flt;r of mackerel aud Jilled all ollr harN'ls. We ltrriveu in Boston after an utlsence of about six
wc('ks, with 127t barrels. Wtl l.tadS:~ barrelA of 1\0. 1, aud the balanee No.2. There were only
about 2 barrels of No.3, and we didn't puc,k tbe~, but ke}Jt them for grind bait and toll ba,it. We

slmred clear $103. We got about 16.50 for No.1, and $5.50 for No.2. Our outfits were very

light, The yeasel drew one·quarter.

We then fished in MassaciJ usetts Ba;y between Cape Cod and Cape Ann and got abont 75 barrels,
which closed the rear's flsbil.lg, We thonght that was doing prett,y well, and the owner wanted

me to leave the vessel and take 11 larger one. He bonght a wonv ve8scl on the stocks for me, of 75
tonB, but be ha<l 110 written contract and the fellow hacked out beCIlUlW the price mist>d and
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wouldn't sell. I went to Boston in March, expecting to have that vessel. About the last of March
the s,choooer Mary arrived from the Wtlst Indies and I took her and fitted for the Grand Bank.
We sailed from here the 11th of April for the cod fishery. We depended at that time more lIar·
ticularly on mackerel fishing. All the Provincetown Bankers came in early so as to be ready for
the macker61 fishery. This was not the ease with Plymo.Ith and Marblehead, which were engaged
exclusively in the cod fishery. That April, May, June, and half of July were sIlent OIl the Banks
fishing for codfish, and OIl the return the vessels fitted for mookerel fishing, and in the full at the
close of the mackerel fishery they put in the remainder of the four months in cod fishing in order
to secure the bounty. We bad eight men and It cook, so that we fished half and half, having four
for a dre8s gang; one to throat, one to head, ODe to split, and one to sa-It. They e.:xchallged p!:u;es
every watch of two hours. The fishing wag all carriud on from the deck of the vessel. VI'e carried

salt clams for bait and generoUy took about 20 barrels. "tVe returned home about the middle of
July; after which we engaged in mackerel fishillg on thu CO&&t of New England from Cape Cod
to Mount Desert. During the summer we caught 400 barrels of mackerel. \Ve quit fishiIlg in the
early part of No\'ember, 1831, to make out the re8t of our time to obtain the bounty. We made
$163 to a share. We could live very well with a family then on that, jf the family walm't too hig.
I staid ashore that winter and didn't go fishil.lg.

Oil the 2d of February, 1832, I sailed for the 'Vest TndirAi as captain of the Mary, although
1 had never been engaged in the coasting lJ"J,de and knew nothing about it. \Ve were hound for
Ponce, Porto Rico. After landing the cargo we ell gaged a freigh t of molasses for New York. We
arrived there about the firat of April, and from there we went to Mllrfreesborongh, North Carolina,
in ballast, after a cargo of white-oak pipe RtaTes for Boston. We arrived in BOl'ton with our cargo
and then proceeded to l1t for the mackerel fishery. That Yf'ar the mackerel were poor and scarce
and we made a small voyage, only making $10 apiece. We left the veRse} in the fall.

In January, 1833, I had a new schooner (:alled the Carolhle. We loaded on the owu",r's
account and went to PUIlce again. After discharging' au. cargo we loaded wit.h sugar and molasses
for New York and returned without incident. Then we charwred to go to North Carolina and load
with red-oak hogshead staves for Falmonth, Jamaica. After discharging cargo we went up the
river to Tobasco, Mexico, in b~lla\lt and loaded lo~wood for New York. After having an ordinary
pas811ge to Xew York we took in ballast for Boston. This year it was so late that aU the good men
were employed, and I preferred to le:wc tbe vesl'w.l and go fishing with m;y brother, WIIO wat> then
on a cod·fishiIJg voyage. So I went with him mackerel fiAhing 00 the 8choOlll'f Nelson. We sailed

about the middle of July and elided ab£?ut the first of Novemller. We milde t120 to a share.
There were seven men in the crew, but tbree of them were hired. These were paid about $10 or
$12 a month. The owner want.cd me to take a schooner called the Lucretia, on shares, and go to
NoP1h Carolina and get freight, and I tool;: charge of her. She was a vessel of" 77 tons. I sailed

tbe 26th of Deoomber. I started to go to Ponce again with red·oak staves and cypress shingles,
and then I agreed to return witb a 'cargo of molasses for the same parties. I staid at Pooee
twenty-nine da;ys, and subseqnently loaded with molas!o1es and returned to Edenton, North Caro·
lina. On my return I received instnlCtions from my owne1'8 to purchaBl:l a cargo of rell·oak bogil-"
hMd staves, which I did, and returned to BostQll for the fishery. T gave up the vessel in Boston.

It was an unprofitable voyage. I lost m~' time and $50.
Then I shiPP(ld again with my brother to go mackerelillg on a l'lchooner called the Lucy .lIJau,

We bad five on shares Bud the rest were hired. After going out and spcndiIlg some thrue weeks,
[lnd being off U.le ooast of Grand Manan, my brother WflB taken ~;ek with f('ver and we brought
him home. We only got half a dozen b3ITels of Tnlwkere). On our arrival home 1 thell took
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eharw, of the vessel. First I went to Ohatham and found nothing, and then went into Massacbu·

fwttH nay alHl fisltedon Middle Bank, and ill about. three wtmkl! got a trip of HiO barrels. We
went into Doston and packed them out. lYe fi;,;hed a secund trip in the ba.y, between Cape Cod

alHl Cape Ann; lind c~ught ahout HjO barrels mor(~. At the end of the season, 1834, we hatllf'd the

VeSElell1p.
I sailetl in the schooner ];ney ~lary on tlw 2Sth of April, 1835, for the Grand Dank, and was

nhRent 11 weeks and 3 days, ohtaining fiOO qnintal~ of .fist. TlIe Lucy ll1HTy measured 1)9 tons O.

1\1. (about 38 S. ~L) We carried three share~lllen,afl(l three men and a cook, hirel] at a cheap rate,

aud madfl $200 to II f;hare, On onr retnl'll we lauded our fish, which could llOt he CUI'E'd at that,
timp of year, llalted them in kenchell, awl put them ill the ~tOT(\ to wait for cold weather. After
thif; Wl' fit.tpd for mackerel fishing' In the Gulf of Saint LU'I'I"rence, We shipped Olle more sllfln~f;­

Ulan amI 8ailed Angust, 2, fished for a wldle about the Magdalen Islands, and returned home about

the miJdIe of October witll 180 harrd" of mackerel. .,Ye fished for the rest of the season for cod

and lllnd>.erel in Ml18saehuf;f'tts Bay, making $220 after the, 2d of August. Aft.er the e!HI of the
Bcason we carried onr codfish and 1Illl(lken,1 to Boston a,nd soW them, the {'outish selling for $2.7!J,

the m:Lckf'rel for $7 and $8. I spent tlw winter at home. I didn't feel like g-oing fh;ldug, and

wcnt to building dories, whicb, at this time, were just corning' into use. (See account of dory 1msi­

llCSS el;.;ewhere.)
In l8.1G I was still in the T'lwy lIlar:.', my brother, John Atwood, masror, awl we started in

the "pring fol' the Grand Dank. We sailed tll(' last of April, and after a short. passag'e of six
daSf:i anchored on t.l18 Grllml Bank. In the first two or thl'l'e weeks we caug-llt hetwcen 4:000 and

5,000 lisll. Then it came on to bID>;". heavy from the north amI northeast. "Ye were at an anchor,

and aR many a~ twellty vcssel~-8ql1are-riggedFrench brig-s and American scbooners, all catching

i<ome fish-were around us. The blow lasted nine days, and when it was over there W<l" not a
ve"'sel in sight, all having drifted away or heen obliged to change their berths. The wind brougbt
dowlI bundrel1... of gn'at icebergs, wl.Jich were floating all around us. We got our anchor and ran

for the eastern end of the Bank, but we ruet a vessel whiclt said that it was full of ice t.here, so we

ran to thc nort.h, and there, Oll the edge of the Bank, between latitude 450 and 46°, through the

wl101e voyage. when it was dear, we could see twenty icebergs or more floating all around us. We
were frig;ht{\nml almost to death all tht> time, particularly when tIle fog shnt down thick, but none

of t.hem came foul of UE!. The ice was there as long as we were. When we got home we bad been

gone eleven wl'ck8 and three days, and had on board 572 quintals of fish. This year my brother

and I had fitted the ,,"Cf;sel awl hired the wbolc crew, P?sing $18 apiece a month for three men,
$16 for onr, ana $8 for It cook. We macll' '4(;0 to R 8h~tl'(\. 011 o.m arrival llOme we discharged
all out' crew, and my brother and I landed all our fish ourselves and pnt t.hem in salt. Then we

got on board the salt and the barrels and ever3·thing for the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. We sailed

on the 1st of Augnst, and on our arrh'il] we could not hear of any mackerel being caught. We spoke

vessels from Bank Brailley and Prince Edward's Island and Gaspe, but they all said there was no

fishing, Sow/, bore up awl weut to the Magdalens. ""hen we got tbere we found that they bad
been catching mookerel the da,\' hefore off Black Laud, near Tantellore, off tho northwest coast.
So the next day we 'Vtmt down there. Wefound notlliIlg till we got w the east end, and there we

caught a few. 'J.'he wind blew up to the nort.hwest heavy and drove U8 around to the west of the

if;land, where we ancllOred under the lee. The next day the weather moderated, and then we could

get no mackerei at all. Then we bore up and went to Newfoundland. 'We went as far as Port
an Port, and never caught a mackerel-not a mackerel. 'l'hen we went back to the Magdalena
ll~ quick as W(\ couM get ba<lk, and fislled there for f,he reRt of the voyage. We retnrned home
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ltuout the 10lh of Novemuer, anti pu':ked our mackcrol-l0~ barrels of No.1 and 33 of No.2.

After packilJg tbe llla{'ken~1 out we took tbem in and carried them to Boston. Tlwy we,re thcll
worth $7.31 and $8.31. 'We concluded not to sell, and brought them home, and laid up the n,s~e1

alongside the wharf to wait for them to raise. In February we went np to Boston, I think, again,

alld the:r ]l(ld raiRed $1 a barrel, so we made $225 b3' kCf'ping tbem. I<'rom this trip we netted
$430 to a share, or $890 for the whole voyage. This was a big ~-ear for us.

In the spring of 1837 the owner of our ,essel 80ld out to go iuto tbe commission busiuess. lIe

had a large packet called the Tarn O'8baotor, a brig; and when we were in Boston to sell our
mac'kere:l in February he ailked me to hll,e cbarge of her. S(l 1 BhipIled in the brig, and carne
down home to get my clothes. The first voyage was to Savannah, with an assorted cargo. I
hired at $50 a month. 'Ve left tbe 27th of March, aull returned to BostOIl with a cargo of eotton,

This was the time of the panic, aull we could get 110 freight, 80 we ch~rtered to go to St­

Thomas to look for freight there. There was no freight then', so we went to the island of HOllain'
and loaded with salt for Boston, We loudl'd deep and came out through the Mona pass~g('. The
next day came a hurricane. "'~hat a time that was! It h10\\'cl1 away my sails, split off senTI

stanc1lions, water-ways, antI the bulwarks, and it was all \It) could uo to keep her afloat. She was

leaking haul;r, and the crew could not leaye the pumps. I lost my mainsail, anti had to lie to

under a close-reefed foresail. Then it died away a fiat calm and held calm six dars. Theu it
brcl'zed up fair, and we came up to Boston. Wl~ left home carly in September. TIle brig was
IJext chartered ttl go to Port au Prince. Y.y folks would not let me go, because it was sickl~'

there, and I engaged for the rest of tIle fall in fishing for dogfish and mackerel, anll that winter I

"ent winter .fishing until .March, 1838, at wllich time we had got into tlJe habit of going fi8uin,(i

in dories.
III 1838 my brother John and I bought a piJlk-stern boat of 4G tons, called the Orlando. She

was an old cheap thing, but we tbought i>be would do to llUttel' around thl' shore in. So we let

our schooner out to go to the Grand BanI,. 'Vo fislJed around the shores of Cape Cod and on
Nantucket Shoals for cod and halibut, and carried them to market. Theil ill May, wben til('

dogfish began to trouble IlB, we came inshore to &11 for mack('rel, wLkh werc ph'nty along tht'
Truro shore. WOe fisbod nntil JUDfI, and tlJ('1l went to the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. Our snil~

were so poor we tlid ]Jot sf-a,y tltere lOIlg, nnd we got uilly about 20 barrels. '''e returned home,
and fished along onr bay for the balance of the fall. Tllllt winter I didn't. go fishing. I ditlll'(

fed very well, for I had hurt my knee in the summer. The folks over on the Point had got. disap­
pointed in their schoolteacher, so they got me to teach. school, and] got ~ick elJough of it. I Ila(l

about thirty scholars.
In the spring of 1839 we got another lli(lll to take the OrlfI.1lUO, and I took the I.,uey Mary :md

went to the Grand Bank with one sharesman amI a cheap ITew. I diull't go wry ('arly, fOT I ftshctl

on the backl5ide of Cape Cod the firl5t part of the season, and sailed for the Grand Bank about the

6th of June, returning about the middle of Septemher. That 'iUS one of the yem's when macke!'el
were scarce. As the prospect looked 80 bad for mackerel we concluded to wash out tho fish and la~·

up tlle vessel. So John and I cured up the fisll. We couitI do better at that thnn to bire them cured
and go mackereling. When we ll.rriycd home with 557 quintals, fhlh Wl're worth a good price, $3.50

a quintal, but when we got ours curet! they had fallen to $2.50. 'Ye concluded we wouldn't sell
them, but keep them until spring. In Fl'bruary, 1839, we took the I-,ucy Mary and went fi~hillg

for halibut in the gully between the r~lll'e owl the middle groum];.; at a depth of 2{) to 30 filUlom8_
Vi,Tc fisbed there in the spring, and tbl)n went tlown th,~ ba.ek!'.iM, (If the,Cal\e n,fter halibut. atvl ood.
After the season was over I took in my fil;1h find carried tlJcm to Uoston~ :lnd cOlll<1 !lanlly sell

SEC lV--ll
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them at all. 1 :sold 3011 quintals at $:! it quintal to olle dealer ill .Albau~', and anotber Alball,Y
man took half the rest on condition that I would ship the remaimler, which I did, and got $1.71 a
quintal for them, So OIl that Grand Bank vo,yagt:) I made only $50.

In lS-!O maek(\1'e! were extremely scarce. People who had bBcn whaling at the Azores said
that UPy were plenty tllere, and large ones, so I conceived the idea of going to the Azores ill

s(\arch of lll:wkNcl. \\Te fitted out. the vessel amI I went there with a crew of fhe nl{'n, all

sharesmen. \Yl' fouml no wackerel there, but a sort of houlto, probuilly the A 11.1:'(8 rOdi! i, 0;0 Tgot

home a,~ quid: as I could. So we hauled up until winter and then We fiched in thl' gllll.)' for

halibut, Only one otller yt1"8']1, tbe Adriau, was fishing there, ami we did vcry well, 'Ye hilll

the monopoly of the Boston lllluket, for at that t.ime the Gloucester \'('!ssels did not begin the

lJalibut fishery until tlw ht of !IIarch. Sometimes we got 10 cents a. pound for tile fish.

In 1841 T was still ill tlH' Lucy Mary, anll in the Io1pring we went off )fonoIlloy aud Chatham

ano fislH~d tin' slJad. Thif; ,,[Us a new kiuli of flshery. Yean; bdilre, when I used to go there for
baH, I saw a mall eatdliug sJll},(I, bnt could get no information from him, mul it was evident that

he tried to Il(' shS. III 1840 we 1lIlstrtlsteu they were catching llhad there, amI two or thn'c vessels
went down there from l~rovincetowlI, llud Jish~d with otllers f!'Olll Chatbam and got a good many.

In ::.841 great preparations were made for catehing Shad, and ,eiSsels went there from Connecticut,
Rhode Island, amI all around. A petition was sent to the legislature to llrenmt out States folks
from fishing. Tlw law passeo, but the fishermen came nevertbeless. The lnw must have scared
the shad away, for nOlle came there that ;year, "Te found no shad at MonomoY1so we wcnt over
to Nantucket, We got a f(~w in the l;0urse of onr absence of tllfee or four weeks, or we should

llave maue a broken voyage. The Luc;r Mars was high boat, for we "entured out in rougher
weath~l' than the other~. 'Ve had fOllr boats and eigllt men, and llllllJe about $60 to [L share, m;y
brother llnd 1. Sball w{'rc \yortl} about $7 a barrel, and weig'hed 3 or 4 ponnds each. Th(\y
('(tme late in l\Ia;y awl earl.y J unc, aod were hot there more than a fortnight. When fisiling for

them we wcut Ollt in small boats and drifted, eacb boat carr;ying' abont 800 yards of gill-net,

which we made ourHel\'('8 on lmrposc. The year befure twerybouj' lUld llone well. After the shad

had left we returner: and engaged in the mackerel fishing. This ;year, before, the nets were set,
ruacl.erel haa lfOl'1l ~eetl outtlide tIle calif', amI we condudell to uriJ't for them as we bad for Rllad, and

made a gooll tllillg of it. "'e IlRed comDlon Illal~kerel nets, eaeh boat "etting ten nets Qf GO yards
cacho Vle uRed to put them oyer and let them drift all night, aIHI ill doing tbis we fOlllld an eyer·

lasting sight of wbiting, which werc very troublesome. lVe sometimes bad to draw ill our netl'l

for fear that we 811011111 catch so many whiting we eouhln't h:tul them (Jut tIl(J next day. 'Ye used
to get tOIl.!! and tOllS of them. TLJey bad alwa;rs heen phmty allli fltait:l until tue bluefish tipped

them out. We malle perhaps 8tOO in maekerel netting1sending them to Boston fresh, and pa'j'ing

a quarter for carrJing them. After the spring maCKerel net·fishing was over, we fitted the I,ues
Mary for the Gnlf of Saint IJuwrence. 'We shipped a crcw uf SeYCUlnl:'n, ull sharesmen. This Will'!

Olle of the awful scarce ~'ellrs for mackerel, llud o[ll~' 55,000 barrels were packed in the whole State.

We wcut direct to tIle Magdalen Islanus, tisbed dOWll to the eastero end and staW theJ'C :tnd kept
eatcbiug a few On the leuges. They were good mackerel what we did catch. We kept hearing

from tIle west shore of the gulf that there were no mackerel there. We staid until October and
then came Ollt with 100 barrels. That was as 'o'I"eli as we could have done at anytbing, for mack,

{'reI \'rere considerable high. We got a good price and made about *100 apiece. In the willtel

we ....cnt haJibnting llgaill.

In 1843 I got a lett~r from Dr. D. H. Storer, of Boston, sQsing that be was preparing a bool.
Oil the fisberies of Massachusetts, and asking about, tbe torpedo, which he bad beard occurred 011
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uur siwrm;. 1 kuew all auout it. I Sl.ll'pOSeu, hUYillg-becn a fislwrlU311 so long, I kllCW a gOiJU Jeal.

IIe w::m a doctor of pll,rl'ic, aJl(l I thought I wouhl aid him WitllOut any pecuniary pay, and lJ~

llcccJlh~d. After I had :lll.~weretl quc8tiollf; about tbirty-two kinds of nsh be sent me his report,
aud said that was all they klle\\- about fh,L alit! anything I could do would be important. I looked
ov('1' it aud fOl1lHl t.hat I could do a guml doal, and tLis wal'; tLc begiuuing of my acquaintance with

~l:i(,lltific lIIen.

III 1St2 1 was fishing for halilmt. amI eod on the backside of the cape, but left off soon cnough

to go shatldillg agaiIl, a sccond tiIllC, ill 1I101l01l1OS, from the last of May to the 20th of June. ,,'to
lwd OUl' lIds alread.r IlHll.le and couM go without. Ally additional cost of outfit. \Ve were Ullsnc­

('e8sfnl and made only about $~O to a man, the cww eom:isting of eight men. There were l)robahl~·

fifty sail of yessels oft' CllUtham fishing for SbiHl. After tbis was OHJr w(\ commenced mackerel

dragging in the bar, and continued it Ulltil the middle of J'uly. Then we fitted for the (,ulf of

Saint La"\\Tence, sailing the lattnr part of ,1uly. 'VI'c 11...Led altogetllCr at the Magdalew:< awl got
Duly GO bane]",; but this was II good s]l:1re comparcll with otlJer yessels. There were yt:'l'r ft,W

I'l'OYilJCetowll Yei'l"el" in the lllllckere.J fiOi1ter~· tlmt .year, tlll:';y being clJgagcd mainl;\-' in the cod aIH]

whalt' fb,b{>rr. There were a few from Cape AIl1l ill tbe gulf wilh us. We returned home late ill

the fall, and our profits were wry small.

In the winter, from the ]st of February, 184~IJ to l\htr, we fished ns usua.l in tbe gully for
halibut, and went to BostolJ eight or nine tilllCS, SOllJetinH;.., eauyiIlg' 0,000 or G,OOO pounds of 1:i1"h
flometime;; not mow than 2,000. A bout this ;'o'ca1' we begnn setting trawls for baJiliut, as has been
tle;;erihed dscwll{)l'(\. Defore. we h{'gall trawling' WI) cardl'd ten dories amI de,ell mel), one lllall

r;t:lyillg Of) hoard while m-er.\' otller Olle of the crew took a dory and went out to fish with hand-lint'S

at yarious points withilJ sight of the 'C!'\sd. Aftt'r tmwling lNg-ail we carried onl,Y fiH~ dories and
8('llt two llJell out ill \!3ch of them. 'YIH'll Wl:! first began fi~lJing for halibut in the gull,}' the fish

would weigh on an ayemg\l about ];lJ pOUlJlls. 'fhis was in 1838; but flfter we had fished there

three 01' four J'ears theX diull't :nerngp more tLan 7:; pounds. 'Ve used haddoek foI' bait. Afh'!J'

we got tlJroug'h Imlibut fishing tile-rc was no ellcollrap;cmcllt to fit for IIlflekereJing. OUI' Hssel

WfIg old and 'Would llot I'<l~' for r('pairil.lg, so 1 wellt to Saillt Pierre :md 801d her to the French for

$600. I ballasted lwr with hrie-h, which alOio brought a good pricf'. That woulld up the old Lne~·

Murr·
In the spring of 1844 I commenced 10 fish ill a little old sloop which Illy brotlJel' bad bought.

l! wasn't good for anything, aTld was called the Mars. 'We had a errw of two men and a boy.

'Ye fished on what we called )fill Ledge, Dot more tban II mile from IIighlulId light, in from 1-1 to

2:; fatLollls of water. 'We caug-ht about 500 or GOO weight the f1rst day out, llntl as we couMn't get

them into the well ali\'c we struck them witb a club as big iJl'Ollllll itS m;r al'll17 alld thcI! pnt tlWlll

into the well dead. The wiud SJlI'IIllg up IUld lhl' llt'xt illoming it. was still blowing fresh. 'Ve
startcdto llUU1 our dead halibut np to tlH'8S them whell to our l'illlllrise neQ' one of them was

aUn! 'Ye hit them as hard as we could. On this trip we made $100 to a ~bal'(:.

After the spring fishiIlg was 0\'01' we tl)(~Jl engagell in the mackerel Ilet fishery for the season.

The maekmd came in here to spawn the latter part of Mny anll throngh the, month of ,Tune. W'e

didu't use thl' gloop in this ftshery, but bad a boat.
Tlm plaice, Plat~J8sa oblOrlya, of Storer, was extl'emel,\' ahuuduut here then. At tLat time thore

were a great many squid, aUfl the plai.:.:e ff'(lon them. '\Ve caught, 2,000 plaice iJl one afternoon,

'Ve sold them ill Bos,ton for turbot. Here and tilerc we could fiml a marketmll.u who wouM buy
150 Or' 200 pounds, but gcncrnll~· 1Iwre was no demand for UH!U1. So we g-ayc them ~1,W<I;Y ,er;r

f'rpqnenUs. After we w(mt two or Ihl'(,(, timc~ to Boston ~\'ith lJl11iee we fonnd it wonltln't PUJ at
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all. 'Yo could c,ttch enough, hut couldn't find a market for them. \Vhell bluefish came they

heC:1lUH very 8CUI'Ct',

After we got through cllrrying plaice to Boston we well t out in tbe ua,y and fished for cod and
ha].;t·, awl whatever we could eatell, Ulltil auont tbe 1st of September, We didn't likll the sloop
W'T~- wdl. We got tired of lJlllHlIing. Heariug of a o;loolJ for sale at New London I wcnt thero
and bonght the smnck ,r. Saw~-er, 33 tOllS. After hu.ying that smack we brought her around in

the fall of 1844, and conulIcnceu flsbing in her, IIml fh,Ited into 1845~ Tho 1st of January we were

fishing fol' cOtlfish. "'e h::uI a Cfew of five men and carried fonr dories. The men wcrc aU on
shares. We fbht,tl for co<1 in our bay and on "Mid Bay Ledge, 7 miles from lJere towards Sand·
wicb, the first of the winter and into January, 1845. Subsequently the fish left the ledge and we

went ont into tleclwr \Va tel' off Race Point,. After :fishing till spring, about the 1st of April we

went on to XnlltIH:kl't Shoals with that smack for halihut, and I t,hin\: we stocked about $400

while we were then'. 'Ye went four trip!;:, about fixe weeks altogether.

Then we stopped at Lome to engage in the mackerel llet :fishery, and let our smack out to a
Illall who carried the fh;h to Boston markf.!t fre~h am] got a qU:l.rter for carrying them. 'Ve :fished

in our boats ill Oill" hay, dliftillg for mackerel.

After that lIJael,erd S{'USOIJ was over there was no prospect of doiug llluc·h bere and we carne

to the couclu::.;ion to go dowll to the coast of Maine. ,Ve went to Monhegan, and tIte fishermen
there !laid we coultlu't 0:1 teL mackerel in 1]('[8 j but we wellt ont in our (Jories and set our nets in
t.he night. \\'t,;were gone from borne fonr weeks and made $90 to a sb arc. We thongh t that was

doing pretty well uml wellt down aga!n, but the next time there were so many sharks that we

conldn't do III neb am] ClI lJJC llOme. The sharks would get ill amI tear the ncb:.

After retll1'lling home ill tLe fall we set nets in our bay. ~VC set them in the night l1ud would
draw tbcm in the morning if the weather would permit. We :fished in this way till about the
middle of NOYCJllu('-l' and then fitted out fnr winter fishing' in Cape. Cod Bay. We; fished for

codfish in the bay allli earrie[l them alh"e to Boston market. In the spring of 1846 we f'ugaged in

halibut fiS!Jillg as tIlt) ;year before. Then we let ant our smack for a man to go in her to run

mackerel willIe we fi;;iled for t.llem in tIle bay. Then, after we got throngh with that, which might

00 about tlle 1st of Ju1'y, we went to l\Ionhegan as the year before. Several others went that
year. 'Ye didlJ't do llIueh. Returning home we fished with mackerel nets (gill-nets) bere in the

fall, until allout the middle of November, WIH'fl we commenced winter fishing a.gain. (See Storer,

'Fishes of llassaehusetts, pp. 58-174).

During the winter we lmd carried to BOlSton 3,999 cod, which weighed 51,263 poullds, and we
stocked $734.18. In the spring we caugbt 2,205 cod and stocked $240.43.

We went cod-fislJing jn tbe winter nntil 1Io1a;r 8, 1847. Tben we went dragging for mackerel.

This year we conclmled not to go to l\fonhcgall, 1'10 two of us took the smack and took two loads of

lobl\ters to New York. We dillll't (]o lUndl with t.hem. Ther died, for we didn't know bmv to

take care of them wry welf. .After rdufning', about the 18t of Angust, from New York, we com­
menced :fishing for hake amI pollock am! fished way into the autumn. We didn't save the bake

sounds tben.
After that fishing was o\'cr we set maekerel nets until late in December and then commenc('{l

winter fishing again.
In the spripg we went halibuting, fishing down on Nantucket Shoals until Ma,y. Mackerel

catchers didn't do mudl, so that I didn't go at all to 8et mackerel nets. After the 8pring halibut
fishing wa13 over I cO/llwencetl to cal'l':J' lobsters to Eoston. After thc BO!jton trade fell off we tIlt'll
made five trips to New York with lobsters, We lJrought home fruit to sell. We bought the lobsters
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I.ere. Vi'e I>t0l'1'l'U alJOut the 1st of September, 1848, alld then commencc\l fishing for lmke and
pollock again. We did better at lobsterjng than we could at anything else. In tile fall we set
mackerel nets, but did not do much ane] fitted out for winter fishing as mmal.

In 1849 we were in the J. Sawyer still fishing for cod in tlle willter and hnlilHlt in HIe spring.
::,,"6 had contracted to furnit<h lobsters to BostOD l but wc heartl of dlOltra hdng at the J;;outlJ and
the dealers backed out.

During the spring of 1849 I was in Boston selling codfish. We wnt accustomed to take our
livers to Boston, and we soIa them for 25 cents a bucket. Some parties came and offered us 37

cents. I made inquiry and found they wanted them for medicine,lHlt I thought it \\"as pretty
coarse medicine. I was acquaill tcd with doctors, physicians, aud chrllJi~1.", :tmi I il1(Jllired about
cod-liver oil, and tlH\\T told me that it had bcen nsed in France for some .}l'an; and was getting
more common every day. Afterward I made a little oil and they said at, Ro><ton it waf', jUf'.t afo; good

us they ever saw.
I conceived the idea of going to Labra(lor to get cod liYl'r~, and j'J'of. Jdfl'ies VV~'lllall,Horatio

R. Storer, and Frank H. Storer went with me. We started in pursuit of ohje~ts of natnral history
and the manufacture of medicinal cod-liycr oil. It was late in the Bcawn, and most of tLe cod-fish­

ing was over. I carried two dories, I got 300 gallons of cod-liYer oil. "Ye tbCIl returned home,
aud resorted to setting mackerel nets through the fall. ~Iy wife died wldlc I was ,lbsellt that
voyage. This was the commencement of Illy manufacture of cod-lin,r oil, ,mel I hu,e been engaged
in it ever since. I sold my smack when I came home, and in Ule spring of 18.10 I bought the
schooner William Gray, ,')8 tons, and fitted for Labrador.. The main object of tlle "l'"oyuge was to
procnre cod-li,er oil. J carried 200 bushels of salt which I consuDled Oil tll(' codfish of my own
eMeh. 'Ve got 20 barrels of medicinal oil. 'fhen I retnrned home about the middle of September.

Dnring that fall our :fishermen were fhihing for hake and pollock, and I commenced bnying
them. I didn't fish myself. 1 made $200. M~' schooner was hauled np at this time. My brother
bad a schooner, the Ned Buntline, nnd I went fishing for cod in the bas with him in the Decemher
of 1850. We fished for halibut, and did vcr)- well. After I left the Ked Buntline t1le-rc were sotlle

men who wanted to go lmlibnting, and I toM tuem if tbey were a mind to get the schooner off I
would go. They got her off and I }lUt D, IH'W suit of !"ails on her and started abont the early nart
of April. I shipped my crew npOD their own hooks. Everyone had what he catclJed. I got 2,000
weigbt of halibut and went to Boston nnd sold them for 2~ cents a pound. Vvc then went to Nan­
tucket Shoals, and we canght 67 halibut that day and they weighed 6,000 pounds. This '\fas Thurs­
day, and the next day the wind struck us northeast and we went to Edgartown. l\lol..u]a)" we CaWt1

out and by night we were off Chatham and we tried to get Ull by the Cape. 'fhe next worning it bIt>w
heavy and I run down and run in after sounding on the shoal ground of Stellwagen Bank. Finally

we got here and anchored in Herring Cove. The wind increased that night and tlw next morning t1lt'
schooner dragged ber anchor. Then I pnt on another and she dragged that too. Finally I put out

the chain anchor and that held her till the gale was oyer. That night Minot's Ledge Light was blown
over. I then wellt to Boston and found halibut in good demand. Thc first sold for Gcents. Then I
sold some for 5 and sold the last for 1 cent a pound. We docked abont $120. I owned the whole
vessel and drew a quarter for her, so that I made a considerable good trip. Afler recruiting with
bait we started out again and tlle first daJ we caugl.t 67 again, and the next day we caught about GO,
and tbethim dny about 20 anll started for Boston. Wbere I fished WIlS in about 18 fathoms, Chat­
ham Light bearing northwest by west. We went to Boston and sold our halibut for ucent.. right
through. :My share Wll8 e175. We were gone five dass. Theu we went one other trill down there
and got about 1100. Then we came home and fitted fN the Bay Chaleur, Gnlf of Saint Lawrence.
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\Ve sailed. about the middle of Jul.Yl 1851. We WCllt down the coast of Maine and tried to get
Some Tut'uhnl1ell hut didn't ('~tdJ llluch. After urri\'jng in the gUlf we went to the Magdalen

Islands to fisll aUlI fished 1l1~'rc until abont tlJ(.' milll1le of September, ",lIen wc went to Prince Ed·
warll hlaud. We tool. a benY.)· squall from the lJOrtlleast. 'rlJcre were six yessels in compan:1,

with us. \Yo eould src where the lwrhor \YCllt in, awl I had a mall aboard who had fished there

before amI who said he was jU13t H8 wcll aequajlJt('d there as with Pro.ineetown Harbor. One of

these other 8cl.WOIlcrs was balf a mile ahead und one WHS lwltind. Thcn it got dad, awl I lost
8ight. of th('se ycssels. 1 saw a tl'ClllelldolH3 hn,aLer nhead nfH} I put :Nat, my little uO,Y, below and

hauled to the north und luffeu , and I hadn't l'IlIl hut a miuute whell I saw a sen cOlllin~ from t.he

othel' quarter. 'Wheu that "en came along milll;ldp.<; it }))'o1>e right oyer 118, 'Ihe next. sea that

struck I1S diuu't strike us IiO hard. SIIe eamc working OYer till slle Came to the main heach of the

i:slmlfL She was up so lligh tlmt the title didll't "\let her keel. I shippeu 1]('1' aud mld ller thl'l"e.

She lJrollg-ht 11l0st as much Po" !i-be wus wort h. I \Ylli; there a 'l'\"e('k. I wcnt n}lO:ull another f'rOyillCe­

[OWll ,"csse! that was COIning home and got oft' at Suint Peter'.,. thut night, and 11]('["p canlC on WIJ:lt.

\\"ns ];.nO\\1l as the Yan],:ee gall,. I thiuk it was the 4th of Od oter, ] 851. W{' hall]p(l off t1mt

lliglJt mHl the next morning it wm~ lJ]OWillg u. gnk of wino. 1'\'e saikd on till llenrly night he::ul­

ing up nortlmeHt, awl I Haw a big u)'(':l1>.('1' a]JUHl. A sea stI'llek m; alld took 011" onr jib aml fi~'inA'

jib and the boat ofl" the :.;tem. "We wne carried righ t up on Uw north part of Saint, retl'J"S, I had
tWCllty lJ;u'rl'is of m;\- mncker('l aboard, wldeh I 1<3..... ('(1. Th('ll I unall.y earne llOJnl'ill another YPs­

ReI. I llla(1c prett.y well tLat. yoyage. She was ilH,mred for $(;00, allll I got. llJ;\' wlH:kcrel on]; mHl

shiplWd th(~m for hOlJIIJ. ,"Ye made $·10 to a share on our ruaekerel, am} Ilid til/toP.

nly urother waH lmihlillg a vessEl at Nurtllport, L. 1., called the Golden Bag-It', 80 tons. In the

flpl'illg' uf 1&J:.l I went ul;hing for lHlli1mt OlJ X.tlltnckct. Shoals and took them to New York. Tben

we callie hen' fllr maeJ,;t'rcl fislliIlg alllI this y('$scl C:Jnied them to Boston. Then 'We went to
George's Daul, for halibut in J\IIlt', HlHl l~nn'i('ll our halibut to ~ew YOlk \Ve wcnt two trips.

After the t \\0 trips we tit ted for "mael,('wlillg-sult llJach'I'eling. 1\~e went off calit of Gupo .Aml,

and l:lllllscqllently in the bn~', ,m{] .fislwll until the 1st of Octoher, ntH} fhcn came home, and my

broth~'r took til(' H'ssel &Jld w('1)t p'll',1:etiIlg tll Boston and I set DHlckerd nets. In those winters I
nmde cod-linT oil, hut. that didn't stop !lIe fJ'Otll dOQ' fi~}lillg.

,Vhen "we returned from the Gl:'ol'ge'~ in Angnst, 1852, we 8topIWd at Provincetowll mu} took

ill 2,000 lobsters. Then: w('re tllree slwresmen ttlHl we cuch took Olll' wi.es and children .0 New

York to the lVorld'~ Pair. Tb~re were eleven ofns, and we stopped <t week in New York,

III 1853 I was in tlle GoldeIJ Eagle on Nantncket Shoals, and nfterwards went to George·s

Bank until the ht of September, as the scar before. In nutumn r fished with gill" nets in our
\lilY. I bougllt 200 quintals of lwl,c aml polloek.

III ]804 John, my brot.her~ Il'ft, and I took charge of the flc!lOoner and fished for cod and hali·

b11t on Nantucket Shoals and George's Ennk as the ,year before, amlilfterwards fished for mackerel

from the shore. Then my brother.ildaw took her amI weut mackerelillg.
In 18J5, in tbe spring, I commenced uory fishing for cod, and preparing for catching macJ,;cre}

\yith lH:tS. I built a new hoat, called t.he Ichthyologist, which nost $240, for It drag-boat to drift

with nets in the ha~·. ::'Ily son Nat was going with me and seemed to think tImt there was small

c1lUntO for me to be high boat, until I U1l1lertook to explnitl to him why I thonght I should be. I
!:'oaitl to him, H I'kuow What the mack<'rl'l come bere for. Tbp:r come here to <leposit their spawn.

The.)' spa wn in the head of the hay, in 7, fI, or 10 fatltolllA of water. If you go up to the spawuing

grounds ;you will find thcm more numerous." According!:,., we got OUI boat readJo' and on the 20th

dll:, of Ma~' Wt~ left and went IIp the bay into abont 10 fathoms of witter. There we put onr our
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uets just as it was darlL All iLl' refit of the fishing boatf! went out south west from the Wood Enp

to pick tlP those scattering macl,erc], except one thnt cbased me. When we drew Olll' nets in tbe

morning I think we hlHl 2,0:;0 mackerel, when we rdurned home. The otber boat, tllC oue tbat

chased 101", got 3,000. "'e then put them OD u schooner amI sent them to Boston and paid one,
qnarter for (~arrying. C f the boats that went off tbe \\Tood End the high !loa t got 140. !lIy brotliel'
thonght it was strange that he didn't g('-( lllorf'; that hn got his best lJigbt':; work Ollt tlwrc tbe

;'I'ear before, but he didn't remember at what time of the ycar it was. The followin~ nigbt it was

!Still pleasant, amI all the boats WOIlt up the ba,Y. One of the veSf;elf; '"1"<1" afruid if they didn't
haul their nets tlJat night they wouldn't get any ush, so they drf'w thdr nds at fl o'('loch, and
onlJ got 1,500. ,Vltcn I hauled in ill the morning I hall 3,500. \\hen 1 arriw'(l I fOllnd tllilt

the Yessel tbat took mackerel was all full, and I landed at bome and f;altell them, and E. S,

Smith & Co. gave me :! cents apiece for them, so I got $70. After the maek"l'el {1,'posit their

s}lawn jn the ltead of the baJ tlle;y want something to eat, and I thought that where thcl'e if; the
most bait is where the tjd,~ running into Cape Cod ba;y meets with still water. I went tLpn' and got
a full fare. At the close of the fishing we were high boat. 'Ye stocked about $320, 'Which wns

abnut $100 more thu,n any otbel" boat. After the fishing seasou was over, which terminated about

tbe middle of June, I shipped in tbe schooner 'Vave Crest, Captain Doan", and wellt to :Monhegun

to cateh mack erel witb nets, an J took my boat and nets witll me. "',.e fi.,;lleu IV ith gill· net s, drift.­
ing off tbe i>;IHlllI. Tbe f1slwrmen there took a great fancy to my boat and T I'oltl 11<.'1' for $240.

III the spring of 18;j,j I built a new boat. In tile snmmer I W('llt with that boat to Monhegan
for mackerel, returuillg home the 1st of September. Then I fished from the shore for lIlae],erc']

nntillate in the autumn. In tile winter I engaged in fisbing and making cot!liwr oil.

In the spring of 1856 I built another boat and cOIDmenced auout tbe 20tll of MilY to clrag

mackerel m~ts, which lasted uutil about the midd.le of June. The 1st. of Jll]y I l'eceiwd all

appointment as commissi.onef to inquire into the expediency amI practicability of the artifldill prop­

agation of fish. I located at Sandwich to watell the habits of the trout (Salmo fimtinali.~) during

the spawning seaSOD. I hacl two eollengues on the commission with me, HOll. Reuben A. Chap·
man, of SpringfiplO, and Dr. IIemy \Vheatlund, of Salem. In, the fonowjn~ wintpr we made our

report, wbich terminated the commission. In Km-ember I was elepted a member of the State
house of represent<ltiYes, which took me awn,y from tIle fi8hing here.

When it came January of 18m I went to th(~ legislature, WIliclJ was in session one bUll(Jred

and forty-six days, amI diu not return borne until June. On my return homo I took the sloop­

smack Federal aIllI engngcd in buying lobsters and carrying them to Boston until S('ptetllber~af! Pl'

which I was engaged in tlle shore fisheries in auhuDll, and the mackerel fishery.
The following January, 1858; I was returned to the house. After the close of the session 1

joined the sloop Federal and engaged in the lobster and bluefish trade, sending tllC fish to DORton

until September. In tbe uutumn I cllga,ged in the RlIore fishery.

In 1859, in January, I was winter fishing, and ill the spring I joined the sloop F;l1nal agnin

and engaged in tbo lobster and bluefisll trade again, as the year before. In the ffill I etlgagell in
the shore fisbery and mackerel net fishery.

The next spring, 1800, I again joined the Federal amI wcut in her until about the lst of

June, wben I went to Plymouth and there I swapped this smack for a better one called the "can',
by paying $400 to boot. I continued in the same business, fishing and buyiug lobsters and blue­

fish when I coultl get them, and selling them in BQston, until the 1st of Septemller. In autumn

I engaged in the maekerel net fishery and later in winter fishing.
In the spring of 1861 I took the sloop Wa\"e and commenced fishing for cod am] lmlihut, after
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which I ellgagl.'d ill carrying fresh mackerel and luusters to Boston until September. In tho

autumn I was fishing for mad,ere! with gm·I\ets in MassaclJ11sctts Bay.
In 1862 I <lid not go flslJillg in the viutcr-only occasionally. In tha spring I was fishing for

cod and lialihut, again, aud in the tmillmtT for lobsters and blne:fish. In the winter I enga,ged in
the manufadure of cod-lin>r oil; ill fad, r did so CH'ry willter. In the full I set mackerel nets.

In 1863 I was in tlle sloop TiTavl', antI engagcd in fislling the same as tho year before.

In 1864 I was in the Wave off Cape Cnd in tbe 8priIlg and carrying lTI9ckerel and bluefish to

Bo:ston until September. III thl' winter] engaged in the manufacture ofcou.-Iiver oil.

In 1865 I was still in the "Taw, engaged ill cod and Lalilmt fishing in the spring, and carrying

freslJ. mackerel to market that we caught in gill-nets llcrr, wlJich lasted until about tIle middle of
Junc. After that I engaged in carr,ring bluefish to DostolJ and fishiIlg in the ba,Y for codfish.

III tLe autnmn 1 fisht-,Il fol' mackerel witL gill· nets. In tlle wjlltcr 1 made cod·li,er oil.

In 1866 I was in tlle sloop "'uYe, halibut. fisllillg, as ill f'prings befllr(). After which earr~'iug

mackeI'd to marI,pt until .Junc; and tbrough Uw summer J engflgeu in tIle blupfisli anu dogfish

fishery. 1tI Septcmbrr I sold Illy n'sRel. That· iO! when I coiled up my lines and quitteu going

Yesseling.

Ever sin ec that t.i me I lwxc been cngaged i 11 tlJC HI annfa et.nre of medicinal cod-IiIeI' oil and in

!lDloking halibut brought from the Grand Bank.
In 1800 I bought 250 quintals of halibut, but was about tlll'cr mOllthl;; smoking them, and the

price fell, and I lost ull m.y labor awl $GOO. The next spring 1 recFiYell a notification to deli\"er a

coun;e of lectures before the Lowell Institute, wideh I gave in the winter of 18CS.- I smoked

400 quintals of halibut for BORton parties. In 18G9, 1870, and 1871 I was in the fi."hery. Each and

every year we smol.ed from 400 to TOO quitltals of halibut, until the last three ~year8. Last year .we
smoked 130 quintals, but tile mauufacture of cod Ji\"er oil has been my main business.

• The lectures (lelivered by CaIltlloil1 Atwood o,t the Lowell Institute in 1868 were largely attended a.nd very 8UC­

C-Cl18ful.-Editllf'.
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