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B.—THE SAILOR FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND.
33. SHORE EDUCATION.

BOHOOLS AND cOvnerEsS. —In the carly days of the Massachusctts colopies the coast fishery
wis 01 of the most important indnstries apon which tha people relied for support.  In ihe early
records of the Plyvmontl colony and, Tater, it the various town records may be fonnd ordinances
for the estublishment of fvee sehools, the teachers of whieh were to be supported by appropriations
from the procceds of certuin public fishery privileges, and similar provisions were made for the
malntenanee of fan able, godly minister,” an agent of equal Importanee in the edancational syvstem
ot the enlonists.

The following order is on record :

“Whereas, at the General Court of His Majesty holden at New Plymouth, in Juue, 1670, the
court, upon dne and sevious consideration, difl {recly give and grant all such prolits s wight or
shoull annnally acerve to the eolony, from time to time, for fishing with nets or seipes at Cuape
Cod [or mackerel, bass, or berrings, * * * to be improved for und toward a free school in
sote town,”

The records of the Plymouth eoleny show that in July, 1677, the Cape Cod fishery was let for
seven yeard, at £30 per annum, to certam individnals who are named, to seine mackerel and bass.
Theyv were resiricted o talke in the Plymouth eolonists with them: und if none offer to admit
strangers, and a portion of the profits of the hire which accrned to the colony were distributed €o
tlee sehools,

¥or the maintenance of & minister

“The first Court of Assistants, holden att Charlestown, Auguost 23, 1630, Ordered, that MT
Ihillips [ minister] shoulld have allowed him 3 bogsheads of meale, T hogshead of malte, 4 bushells
of Indean corne, 1 hushell of ontemeale, halfe av handred of salte tishe; for apparell, and other
provisions, £20, or ¢ls to have £40 givenr hine in money per anuum to wake his owne provisions i
hee chuse it the rather, the yeare to begin the first of Seprember nexte ™

Iu J66:2 for the support of a minister in the Plymouth colony the folowing order was—
~ #Made and eonelmled by the Generall Court ield ait Plymouath for the Jurisdiction of New
Plymouth the third of June Ann? 1662, The Court propuseth it as a thing they Judge wonld bee
very comendable and beniticiall to the Townes where God’s Providence ghall cust any whales; if
they shoulid agree to sett apart gome part of every such tish or oyle for the lucorragement of an
able (radly Minnester amongsi them.”§

From that time until now the New England coast towns, like those of the interior, have as &
rile been well provided with {ree schools, These arcrattended by the boys until they are old
creugl to mo 1o sea and by the girls until they are sixteen or seventeen years old, and sometimes
still longer. It is quite usual for boys to engage in fishing in summer and to attend school in
winter, and some do this until they arrive at the age of manhood. Aas a c¢lass the giris are alinost
always better educated than the boys, and theintelligenee and refincment among the women along
the coast, some of whom are always school teachers, seems to a stranger very noteworthy. 7The
exeellent education of the wives and mothers of the fishermen cannot be without a very important
effect.  The people of most of the fishing villages from the Bay of Fundy to New York are intel-

* Records of Massachusetts, vol. j [1626-16417, p. 73.
t Plymoutk Qolony Records, vol, xi, 1628-1682, Laws, p. 135,
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ligenrt. atnl vefined to a noticeable degree, and in wany instances to a greater cgrec than those of
the average agriceltoral and manofacturing communities of the jnterior.

PrBLIC LIBRARLE: AND TyCEUMS.—Th many of these villages lilmiries and reading rooms
are snstained thronghout the year., Conrses of lyeemn leefures are kept up and well atiended in
the winter.

In some villages, such, for instance, as Provinectown, litevary societies are kept up in ihe
winter, and readings, essayvs, and lectures by wembers provide entertatinwent tor the weekly meet.
ings.  Iu Provineetown reveral lectures on the isheries bave been given by one of the old tisher-
mien of the place. Theough the influence of (ke pastors of the choreles, @ sociables™ are often
heldh in copyeetion with the chnreh, a large part of the evening's enterlainment gonsisting of Tead-
ing and music furgisbed by members of the churel community.  The futellectual grade of the
tishing towns of Massachusetts and Mame way be judeed {rom the fact that the churches of these
towns are able to secure and Keep in their secvice clergymen of fine education, I Maipe apd
Massachusetts (lie Metbodist Chureh is one of the maost popnlar, and the appointments in the
priveipal fishing communities are deemned to be awony the Dest in the conferences within wirgse
lirits these towns are embraced,

We have spoken thng fur of the sualler towns and fshing villages,  In cities like Gloueester
and New Bedford, which are supported chiefly by the fishing interests, there is a large proportion
of the popolations which, though in a certain sense dependent oun the fisheries, can Tardly be con
sidered as belonging to the seadfaring ¢lasses, 1o these communities the opportanities for intel
lectnal culture are more extensive thaw in smaller places,

Nantucket §s still t0 be regarded as a fisking town, althovgh ity interest in the tsheries is
entirely retrogpective, The intelligenee of the inbabitants of this and other whaling ports is too
well kuown to requtire mention, :

We have spoken of the attmosphere of intelleet and eultnre in the average fishing towns in
order that the home influences of the young fishermen way be properly understood.

ForkigN FISHERMEN.—The fishermen who ecome (o the United States frein certuin towns in
Nova Scotia are noted for their intelligence, while thase trom other loealities, Judigue, for instance,
are equally noteworthy for their ipnovanee and brtality,  Among the better towns of Nova Scotia
may be mentioved Yarmouth apd Pobnico, and many other ports ou the southern coust of the
Nova Scotian peninsula. ¥ armouth is well kuown to be a town of intelligence and enterprise, and
has, in proportion to its size, perhaps the largest fieat of square-rigged vessels in North America,

The schools of Nova Scotia, especielly those of the soutbern portion, are said to be excellent,
comparing favorably with those of New England.

Certain districts on the island of Cape Breton have a reputation very different from that of Nova
Bcotia, and the fishermen from these districts, especially in past years, have had a very bad name
in the fishing flees. 'The fishermeu of Newfoundland are remarkable for their lack of intelligence
and gentleness. This is largely due to the fact that on the eoast of this island the fishermen do
not gather together in communities to any grea$ exteut. Their houses are scattered here and there
along the coast, singly or in small clusters, and if is impossible for the peopls, with the best of
intentions, to provide edncational facilities for their children.

‘We have referred to the education and the howne influences of the Provineial fishermen because
50 large a number of Gloucester vessels are manped by them.  Until within thirty years the fishing
vopulation of Gloncester was almost entirely native born, and the remarks which bave already
been made regarding the other towns on the New England coast would apply with equal foxce
to Cape Aun. At preseut the large foreign element there must be taken into account in esti-
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mating the intelleetuul and moeral coudition of this city. The inflezence of the Gloucester euen
tional institutions is, however, soon felt by the foreigners who setile there.

VISsHERMEN'S CHILDREN.—The cltildren of the forcign-born fishermen satling from Gloacester,
as well as thesc whose parents are nutives of New England, have profited mneh by the excellent
sysiem of sehools which is as marked au feature of this port as of any other city of ifs size in Mas.
sachusetts. It is a4 common occurrence fo see children of fishermen-—both of foreigu and native
born parents—carrying off’ the honors at the sehools, and a few years later occupyring responsible
positions,  As 4 matter of fact, some of the most competent teachers in the Gloucester schools—
it not, indeed, a majority of them—ure the danglhiters of fishermen, nor is this specially sorpris
ing in a eity which bag often been represented in the Massachusetts Jegislatnre by weu who had
formerly been fishermen, while its eity government, mayor included, has been largely drawn frow
this class, _

HIGHZR EDGCATION.—~Thms it will be seen that while the majority of Mew Englung figher
men generally acquire only education suficient to etable themn to pursne their vecation,
there are, neverthetess, a considerable number who, profitiug by the opportunities of going o
school in winter, acquire sufficient knowledgre of books to enable them in affer years not only to
take command of fishing vessels, but to enfer into ficlds of labor, and to aceept responsibilities
which require no ordinary amount of intelligence and jundgment. Tt is by no means uneommon
to tind fishermen who have u remarkable store of general knowledge, and sowe who have come
under onr personal observaiion could quote at length from many of the poets, history, and the Serip-
tuzes. Tn more than one instanee that might he mentioned, fishermen bave shown eonsiderable
taste for art. This usually exhibits itself in making variond. kinds of serimshaw work, such
as minatore vessels and carving on wood or bone. In rarer instances th'e.y fearn to paint or draw
and sometimes produee very ereditable work.

Many of the songs and ballads published in the local papers of the fishing towns, and in a col
lection of such, called * The Fishermen’s Song Book,” printed in Gloncester, have been written by

fishermen.
34. SEA EDUCATION.

TRAINING OF THE YOUTH FOR FISHERMEN.—The young fishermau enters upon his career with
a store of hereditary and acquired attainments which render it possible for him soon to become an
excellent mariner. Along the coast of Maine, where the old wethodr of fishing are atill prac-
ticed by the boat ishertmen, ymall boys are taken out to help their fathers and brothers as soon a8
they are old enough to be of practical assistance. It iz not unéommon to see boys of eight or
nine handling fish almost. 48 large as themselves. On the cod and balibut vesselg, and upon mack-
erel vesgels which uwe the purse seine, hoys are of little use until they are Jarge emough to do i
man’s work ; consequently, at the present time they are rarely shipped until fifteen or sixteel.
This change has many advantages, yet there can be no donbt that ita effect is derogatory to the
gemeral grade of intelligence amonyg the fishermen. Boys, who at the age of ten wounld be willing
to ship on & fishing vesgel, when five or six years older have obtained a fair education, and the
tagte for some ocenpation on shore bas ereated a dislike in their minds to the life of fisher
men, whom they congider to be their inferiors in ability and education ; consequently,'they do not
become fishermen, and, though they make useful members of the shore community, the fishing class
loses. These remarks apply partienlarly to large ports like Gloucester and Provincetown, where,
at present, it is rather unusaal for the son of an intelligent fisherman to be a fisherman himself,
thoagh, nntil within the last twenty or thirty rears, the occopation of fishing had been for several
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generations hereditary jn their familics.  The fishermen of these ports who are not forviguers, are,
for the most part, drawn from the coast of Maine and the smaller ports of Cape Cod and Southern
Musrachusetts, where the old customs ave still somewhat prevalent, The fuct that {he sons of
well-to-do fishermen do not follow in the fooisteps of their fathers is in part dve to the fact that the
fisheries of the United States are now much less profitable than they forinerly were, the existing
freaty with Great Britain having recently given an unfair advaniage to the Gsheries of British
Jorth Awmerican Provinces.

The yonngster sailing upon a fishing vessel—whether he be ten or sixteen vears of age—enters
or & course of practical training uader the direction of the skippor and his shipaates. I intelli-
geot, ambitions, and industrious, e, in two or three years, thoroaghly wnderstands how to fish
and how to manage 2 schoouer, and what is wore, he has learned to perform sucl duties ag are
within the limits of s strengtl by pure force of habit, He bkas acquired wniny of those points of
skill whicl become more and more a second vatare with him as he grows older, being able to lay
bis hand on any rope in the dark, to steer a vessel at night by the {eeling of the wind on his face,
ko ease & vesse] in a seaway by an involuntary movement of the hand as it rests upou the helm,
to safely enter various harbors, either at night or day, and to know by instinet jnst what sails to
change with varying circamstavces.  He Las learned to distingoish between the different species
of fish that he habitually sees. by peculiarities of their wotion as they swim around the vessel at
night, leaving shining tracks of fire behind ghem iu the water, and to determiue the presence of fish
Ly tlie movements of the vessels in 1l offing, by the action of flocks of birds, or by the different
sounds which some species of fisly make ag they fip with their fins 4t the sorface. He knows how
te dress mackerel, vod, or halibut, in darkaess, guided by the seuse of feeling.  These feats of skill,
which are soon Iearned by the observant and easily impressed mind of the younger boy, require g
mueh Ionger time for acqmisition by a boy of fifteen or gixteen, whose powers of observation, ag
well as hig jnterest in sach watters, bave doubtless been dulled by his trainitg on sbore, however
much his reflective powers may have been improved. Awn experienced skipper states from his
own knowledge that boys who have gone with him at the age of fourteen or sixteen cannot usually
be trusted to take their place at the helm or on the wateh until they are eighteen or nineteen, bat
that those boys who went at the age of ten years can generally perform the daties of the watch
when fifteen, and in some cases as youup as thirteen. bany boys, trained in the old manner, have
become skippers of vessels when from seventeen to nineteen years of age. Some of the most suc-
cessfal “fitters” at Glongester bad command while gtill in their teens,

These men have penerally acquired a tair edncation by their own efforts, and in strength of
character, &bilit}', and general intelligence they are to-day by far the best men in the fishing Heat,
These are the men who have been trained from sarly borhood te face danger and hardship, and {o
meet, amd overcome emergencies, und exhibit traits of guickupess, Dravery, and presence of mind.
It may, indeed, be stated as a fact that a fisherman never attains to the highest excellence in his
profession who as not been accustomed to a sea-faring life from early hoyhoad,

TRAINING IN NAVIGATTON.— A boy is trained in navigation precisely as in tiie management of
the vessel and in the methods of the fisheries. He first learns to steer, perhaps by a landmark,
then he learns the compass, and, tater, how to shape the course or to measnro distance on a ¢hart, by
observing the actions of the skipper. In this way hie also learns to take the bearings of the Jund
and to estimate its distance. The skipper often gives instrnction to those of his crew who desire
it in taking observatious and caleulating latitude and longitude, In former days it was an accom-
plishiment which every ambitions boy was anxious to learn to be able to estimate the velocity of
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the vessel by observing her motion through the water. The old fashioned log was seldow earried
ou the fishing vessel, thougl at preseut the patent log is in general use.

Ancther important accomplishnient whieh is soener or luter acguired by the young man who
is anxious to e a skipper is to bevome tamiliar with the shape and character of the bottom on the
fishing-grounds and along the approaches to the ports which bhe frequents. This is learned by
sonnding and thus aseertainincg the deptl of water and the natore of the bottony, and again by
a stady of the charts,  All of these branchies of pavigation a smurt boy learns long before he is of
age, and, as a rule, they are acyaired on hoard of the vessel as opportunity offers from day to day,
lu some of the larger ports, sucl as Provincetown, there are, in winter, schools of uavigation which
offer opportunities to study this scienee.  These schools are uswally well attended; but, of eourse,
tessons there given are of little value nvless they are practically applied on shiphoard in the
KIIHIET.

Besides the skipper who instructs his erew in navigation, there are frequently experienced
navigators among the erew who beeome the instructors of their vonnger associates.  Boch instroc.
tion is always given as a matter of good fellowship and without remmueration.  The fishermen of
New Ingland, as » class, are acknowledged to be exeellent navigators, and from the fishing eom-
munities have been drawn thonsands of masiers of merchunt and coasting vessels in all parts of
the United States,

During the late war between the States, fishermen were, in some instances, eruployed in the
Ravy as sailing-wavters, this position vequiring the highest grade of seamuanship and skill in navi-
gation. Some of them rose to still higher positions.  From their intimate koowledge of the coast-
line fisheren are recoguized to be the best local pilots, and they are often ealled upon to act in
that capacity by vessels unable to procure regalar pilots.

Althouglh the results of the present system have been in the main satisfactory, it cannot be
denied that there are many masters of fishing vessels who are shamefully deficient in their knowl-
edge of navigation, and who are unable to ascertain their position at sea with eveu a fair degree of
accuracy or to shape their coarse with a definite knowledge of where they will strike the coast.
There are instances of vessels bound for Gloutester from the Banks or Day of 8t. Lawrence
waking Jand south as far as Montauk Point or the mouth of the Chesapeake.

The schools of vavigation should be more generally encouraged and supported. A system of
examining avd licensing the masters of tishing vessels would be of great importance. There is 10
reasont why this should not be insisted npon in the fishing fieet as well as in the case of the mer-
chant marine, for tle fishing schooner ¢arries a larger crew in proportion to its size, and is generally
a more valuahle piece of property. ‘

TrAINING OF CAPE COD FISHERMEN.—Ireeman, in his history of Cape Cod, thus speaks of
the training of the young fishermen of that district:

“Whales, that formerly were so commen on this coast, must now, if sought, be looked for in
digtant waters. The other fisherieg are prosecuted with anccess; and the mmerchant service has
from the first been indebted to Truro for sowwe of its most able ship-masters. The youth of the
place are often scarcely of age when they rise to the command of a vessel. It has been remarked
that thiough the youth and strength of a place be emploved two-thirds of the year in obtaining, by
hardy and audacious toil, the wealth of the seas beyond the line, and even on the further side of
Cape Horn; and, though early habits and the love of voyages ocvasionally prosperous induce the
employwent, the business is often precarious. Great dangers, and bardships, too, are often epcoun-
tered; but they who survive them are generally successful in acquiring good estates. We wust
bere be indulged in quoting from the English traveler of 1807 his relation of an incident that
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illastrates the enterprise of early youth. He says: *Ip passing from TFruro to Provincetown,’ by
the bay route, ‘T had in ecompany an inhabitant of the latter place.  Ag we gpproached the month
af the iuled, 1he vertebras of « small species of while, Liere called the blackfish, became frequent
on the beach, together with other signs of the fisheries.  Soon after, at the distanee of half a inile,
on the sandy flat from which the sea was now fasl retiring, we discovered a boy, and near him
appeared to be u great fish, The solitariness of the boyv and Dis smallness compared wich the
figh, forwed a combivation sufliciently remarkable to draw us to the spot; and we found our fisher-
man of about ten years of age astride a porpoise about 10 feet long, in the midst of a sex of bluod
vollected in 1he bollow of the sand.  Aloue, with a common table-knife for his instrument, he was
cutting the blubber from the ribs of the monster; A Lask which he performed iu o very workmavlike
manner. Upou inguiring, we learned that he alone had killed the fisl.  His cmploywent. in the
morning had been the tending of his mother's cows; and from the hills on which be was he bad
keen @ shoal of porpoises enter the inlel,  As the tide was cbling, and the shore flat, many of
them were soon embarrassed by the want of suflicient water to move in; and he flattered himeself
that by leaving {he eows aud coming down to the beacl, he might be able to make a prize! So
going into the water as far as he dured, he selected one struggling to regain deep water, 'Thig
fish he Boldly canght, from time 1o time, by the tall, thereby iucreasing its dificultics, till at last
the water running away left the porpolse upon the sand. He staid by the fish till be was suve
that escape was impossible; and then running hone, a distance of a mile, procured a knife, Thus
armed, hie proceeded to wonnd and kill the fish—a task of some labor and davger; and, according
to his account, he had aceomplished it only by watching opportunities—aliernatety striking and
retreating. My companion said it would yield 10 gallons of oil, and give the little cowherd $10
lor his exploit.!

#Of even children, on the lower parts of the Cape, the little porpoise-killer at Truro is a fair
specimen,  Boys are often at sen at w very early uge. Mauy of tliem at ten have become expert
fishermen 3 and all whoe have & mind for prowmotion fnd their way from the forecastle to the cabin
in due time.  Many of our best commanders in foreign voyuges are furnished bere, The testimony
of Burke, in the House of Commons, betore the Revolution, 1774, in regard to the mariners of New
Tugland, was especially applicable to this und other parts of Cape Cod. ‘No sea but what is
vexed by their fisheries; no elimate that is not witness to their toils. Neither the perseverance of
Holland nor the activity of France nor the dexterous and firm sagacity of English enterprise, ever
carried this most perilous mode of hardy industry to the extent to which it has been pursued by
this recent people. * * * A more hardy or enterprising race of mariners is nowbers to be met
on the watery element."™

35. MENTAL AND PHYSICAL TBAITS.

CHARACTERISTICS OF AMERICAK FISHERMEN.—It has been the eastom of many writers apon
the fisheries to eonsider the fishermen as a peeuliar class of mwen, with striking mental character.
istics by which they eonld he distingnished from the population of the shore. This may be justi-
fiahle in cases where the profession of fishing is hereditary, in which event those who pursoe it are
prevented by social limitations from entering upon commercial or other pursuits upon land. It
has been gnite a common practice to eobsider the fishermen of all countries as possessed of similar
traits.

In Sabine’s well known report on the American fisheries he devotes a chapter to the public
services and character of fishermen,” in which he gives many interesting facts concerning the serv.

* Beport ou the Principal Fisheries on the Awerican 8eas, pp, 198-210.
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ices of the fishermen of New England in time of war. At its conclusion, however, he falls into the
vein of thought alluded to, snd brings instances {rom the pages of history to prove that the fisher-
mab is of necessity a grateful man, a patriotic man, a benevolent man—his proof of this, perhaps,
being derived from an adventure of Mungo Park in ope of the fishing villages of Afyica—a sym-
pathetic wan, a law-abiding man, and a man who is loyal to duty. He illustrates the latter point.
hy reference 1o the fishermen of Galilee, and incidentally enlogizes the fisherman’s wife by quoting
instances where fish-women in France, England, and ltaly bave performed charitable deeds, or,
standing upon the sea-shore as evening approaches, chant melodies aud listen until they bear
auswers from their husbands, who are guided by the sonnds from their own villages.

A study of the fishermen of North America forces one to the conclusion that the fishermen are
in all respects very similar to their neighbors on shore in the region in which they were born and
educated,  The erews of the cod and mackere! schooners of Massachusetts and Maine, when once
they set their feet upon the shore, cannot be distingaished from their brothers and cousins who ave
clerks it the shops and mechanics in tbeir native villages. The ignorant and lawless natives of
certain parts of the British Provinces may be precisely matched among the agriculturists of the
same distriet, while the enterprising and skillful Provincials, who are in eommand of a large number
of vessels ju the American fleet, are very little different from the better class of farmers and shop
keepers of their old homes. The negroes, by whose atrength the shad fisheries of the Southern
rivers are carried on, are not to he distinguished from other negroes of the same district; in fact,
except during the limited season of the figheries, they are engaged in the same pursunits as their
neighbors. The Portuguese fisherman retain the prejudices and habits of their native Azores.
The Mediterranean fishermen, of whom 0 many are to be found on cur SBouthern and Western
coasts, might be transplanted with their boats to the coasts of Calabria, Grecce, or the Balearic
Islands, und wonld there e at home. The krishmen of Boston, with their sloop-cutters and primi-
tive fishing-tackle, are west-coast Irishmen still.  All retain the peculiar mental characteristics of
the districts in which they were trained, though all arc more or less broadened and developed by
the greater freedom which they find in the United States. A large percentage, probably more
than a half, of the number of those enumerated in this report as fishermen are actually engaged
in the fisheries oniy a few months in the year, and at other times are occupied in farming or any
other pursnits on shore, ' _

We refer here not to the crews of the fishing vessels belonging in the larger ports, but to
many of the fishermen on the coast of Maine, and to almost all of those from Cape Cod sonthward,
except the Connectiont fishermen, who supply the markets of New York and Havans, a few men
engaged in the market fisheries of the large Southern Btates, the oyster fishermen of the Chesa-
peake, and the sponge and oyster fishermen of the Gulf of Mexico, and the men who fish habjtually
for the San Francisco warket.

The fishermen of New BEngland are of special importance and interest, since they correspond
more closely to the professional fishermen of Northern Europe and constitute the elass usually
thought of when the fishermen of the United States are spoken of. For them especially freaties
are made, tarifly are imposed, and from their ranks the merchant marine is recruited.

TISHERMEN AS CAPITALISTS AND MERCHANTE.—The ¢ase with which the New England fisher-
man, accustomed to the constant sea-faring life, adapts himself to changing circumstances, may be

Judged from the fact that many ac often abandon fishing and enter suceessfully upon other pur-
suits, Most of the fishery capitalists of Gloneester and other fishing ports are men who have been
trained as fishermen. This is also the ease with the fitters of the whaling fieet in Southern New
Eugiand. Ip mapy ports these men earry ou, in eonnection with their fishing business, a general
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mreantile business.  1n Provincetown, fur instance, all the principal shops are located wpon the
wharves, and are carried on hy the fishery capitalists.  The banks and insuranee companies in the
tishing ports nsually bave mauy retired fishermen upon the hoard of dircetors and other oilicers.
Thovsands of men from different parts of the coast buve abamloned the fishing interest entirely,
and have been successtal in farming, in busivess, and in wany other branches of indnatry. It has
already been mentioned that a very large number of merchant vessels are officered by fishermen,
Many fishermen have entered the Cliristian ministry and have been successiul,  Mr John J. Wat-
sot, 4 well known musician of New York City, who has met with considerable success upon the
eoneert stage, began his career as a fishermun on a Gloncester schooner at the age of cight years,
and continned fishing until after hie bad reached wanhood.*

ParrIoTIsM.—During the Iate war several eowpanies ot infantry were organized at Gloucester,
eomposed largely of fishermen, aud their record was excellent. Instances of (Lis sort might be
wiven by the page.

PECULIARITIES.—The fishcrman rarely acquires any peculiaritiex of carriage or address by
which he can be distinguished from his neighbors on shore,  When he Las 1eft his vessel and
assnmed his ¢ shore togs” no one wonld suspect b of being a sea-furing man. We speak here
of the better men, whom we choose 10 Tegard as representatives of the ¢lass.  Of course there are
among fishermen many wen who have the mavners and appearanee of common lalborers, and who
never change their costnme or mingle with men engaged iv other pursnits. These are coromonly
men of foreign birth, whose peculiarities are those of their native countiy vather than those apper-
taining to their profession.

A certain class of fishermen, however, must be excepted from these remmarks, We refer to
those wmen who are engaged in the shore fishery from little Hoats, and who spend their lives in soli-
tiide, fishing among the ledges near their homes.  These men are seldom brought into contaet with
the workd, and acquire peculiar mental traits, and in the course of dozeus of years of solitude
develop a bearing and physiognomy which mark them umnistakably as men of a pecaliar class.
These men are usually to be fornd upon isolated pariz of the coust, such as the Tsles of Shoals,
Bloek Island, No Man's Land, and isolated islands on the coast of Maiue.

Celia Thaxter, in ber charmiog little monograph of the Isles of 8hoals, thus speaks of the car-
riage of the fishermen: “ Most of the men are more or less round-shounldered, and seldom upright.
with head erect and shoulders thrown back., They stoop se much over the fish-tables—eleaning,
splitting, salting, packing—that they aequire a permanent habit of steoping.”

These same peculiarities of hearing were also uoticeable among the Bank eod fshermen of the
olden time, who were accustomed to fish over the rail of the vessel, aud were consequently, for a
large part of the time, in & stooping position. The intredaction of trawling has had the opposite
tendency. The hauling of the trawls and the constaut exercise in rowing the boats to and trom
the vessel has a tendency to expand the chest and throw the shoulders back, so that tle fishermen
are now upright, broad-chested looking men. The crews of the whaling vessels are also marked
cxamples of & fine physique and good muscular development.

The following paragraph from the book just guoted from describes very picturesquely the
conditions and circumstances of the life of a boat fisherman of the olden time:

“Till Bennaye grew very feeble, every suminer night be paddled abroad in his dory to fish
for hake, and lonely he locked, tossing among the waves, when our boat bore down aud passed him
with a bhail which he faintly retarued as we plunged lightly through the track of the wmoonlight,
young and happy, rejoicing in the beauty of the night, while poor Bennaye only coonted his gaing

* Figherman's Memorial and Record Book, pp. 149-153.
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in the grisly balke he caught, nor considercd ilie rubies the light-house scattered on the waves, or
how ihe woon sprinkled down silver before him.  He did not mind the touch of the balmmy wind
that blew across his weather-beaten faee with the same sweet greeting that so gladdened us, but
fished and fished, watching his line through the shert sammer night, and when a Dlush of dawn
stole up in the east among the stars wonnd up his tackle, took his oars, and paddled home fo
Nabbaye with his booty—Dis *fure of fish,) as the natives lwve it.  HBukefishing after this pictur-
esque and tedious fashion s done away with now. The islands are girdled with trawls, which
cateh more fish in one night than could be obtained in 4 week'™s bard labor by band. ¥ *

FPOWERS oI oBsERVATION.—The fishermen of the present day are, mentally, broader and more
vigorous than thosc of former times. The management of the vessels requires more skill and
presence of wind; the various labor-saving appliances in the rigging of the vessel, such as the
patent windlass and the patent blocks, and various other contrivances of the same kind, have
diminished the necessity for severe muscalar exertion and the consequent exhanstion which, often
repeated, must have a tendency to sluggishness of mimd. The training, aiready described, through
which a mau mnuost pass to become a suceessful fisherman, in a very large degree strengthens the
mental faculties and develops at the samme time great readiness and prompiness of thought. The
fisherman in a smaller vessel, to be suecessfal, also needs to develop great powers of observation
to protect himself and his bout from sudden changes of weather, and to follow the changes in the
liabits and motious of the fish from one season of the year to another. Many fishermen whom we
have met have exhibited great aptuess as observers of nature.

FISIRRMEN AS INVERTIGATORS.—We need only refer to the wonderful contributions to
science which huve been wade by the fishermen of the Gloueester fleet during the past three
vears, to demonstrate the interest which they have taken in matters which incidentally came
under their observation. More than thirty Glouncester schooners have habitnally for three years
varried on their voyages a collecting tank full of aleohol, in which they preserved every unusual
species of avimal which they obtained on their hnes or from the stomachs of the fish as they
dressed them. Their interest in the subjeet s an intelligent oue, and they soon lcarn to discrim-
inate between species and to save only those things which they recognize to be novel.  Qur lists of
donations by the fishermen fo the National Museam ure published weekly in the Cape Ann papers.
After specimens have been sent to Washington for identification they have anxiously awaited the
letters which apnounce the result of their examination, and, afier they have learned their names,
adopt them into their vocabulary. They gquickly become familiar with the English names which
are appiied to certain species, und in some instances adept the Latin nomenclature. The curions
fish known to naturalists by the generic name chimera, i8 algo known fo the fishermen by the
same name. There are at least a hundred men in the Gloucester fishing fleet who keep track of all
the new discoveries on the fishing banks, and are interested in learning the opinions of naturalists
on the subject. When a vessel has brought in a tank full of specimens, the majority of the erew
of ten to fourteen men are interested in knowing about their identification. Such ap intelligent
interest as vhis, is by no mesns conuflued to Gloucester, for fishing vessels from several other ports
carry collecting-tunks. Some very important comtributions to the natural history of the wmen-
haden, for instance, the discovery of the fact that this species feed npon floating crustaceans, a fact
which had long been sought after by trained naturalists, was broanght to light Tast summer by J.
¥. Fowle, the engiaeer of one of the menhaden steamers. One of the Connecticut vessels fishing
for the Charleston market, has rendered important service in collecting. Qertain fishermen have

* Thaxter's Ialea of Shoals, 1873, p. 76.
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attained u national reputation as observers: men like Capt, K. E. Atwood, of Provibeetown, the
snceess of whose eourse of twelve lectures on ichthyology before the Lowell Institute, of Boston, is
a matter of record; Capt. U. 8. Treat, of Eastport, Me., who was for several yvears cmploved by
the Japanese Government to instruet their people in the methods of fishing; Simeon Chaney, of
Grand Manan, X, B., and others whose powers of observation are no less remarkable, although they
have not come so pronzinently into notice. In the investigation the results of which ave detailed
in the present volume, as well as in the previous work of the United Btates Fish Commission, cir-
culars eontaining from fifty te eighty gnestions have been sent out to fishermen all zlong the coast,
and v this mauner information has heen songht regarding the general character of the fisheries of
the eoast, the natnral history and methods of eapture of the cod, the mackerel, the mullet, the
menhaden, the lobster, and several otlier species. 1o few instances buve the cireulars fuiled to
receive answers, and in the archives of the Fish Commission may be found many thoasands of pages
of manuseript, writben by the hands of fishermen, in which are given probably more important and
previocusly unobserved faets concerning the natural history of these species than had ever hitherto
been brought to Jight by the labors of all the trained naturalists of America, The Fish Commis
sion has published a report of over five hapdred pages upon the natural history of the menhaden
and the menhaden fisheries, the material for which was supplied in large part by men engaged
directly in the fisheries. A similar report, the material for which was obtained in the same
manner, has recently been published. In preparing the chapter on the whale fishery for this
report it has been necessary to correspoud with many retired whalers, and the answers huave been
explicit and satisfactory in the extreme, far more so than answers to circulars relating to another
subject which were sent out to sportsmen and professional men throughout the interior of the
country. - In fact, it is bardly possible to praise in sufficicntly high terms the intelligent interest
and the valuable codperation which onr fishermen have everywhere shown in the preparation of
this report upon the fisheries. They rarely withlwld information, aanl alinest withont exeeptivn,
oven at great ineonvenience to themselves, render every aid in their power.  If spuce would allow,
a1l interesiing illustration of the intetligence of the wen engaged in the Amerivan fisheries might he
given by printing io full some of the letters in responge to eirealars,  Not only do they convery ip
a very concise and intelligible manner the inforwation which was souglht fer, but the language
is strong, idiomatic English, the grammar and orthography are faultless, and the handwriting
graceful and legible.

In response to the invitation of the Commissioner of Fisheries, many fishertnen of Gloucester
and sowe from other ports have kept journals of their voyages, noting down the wovements of
their vessels, the locations of the fishing grounds as they change from day to day, and the peculiar-
ities in the movements of the fish whieh full under their observation.

There are before us al least thirty journals of this deseription, some of thew covering & period
of three or four years, and, in addition to disenssing the points already meutioned, deseribing the
pecaliar methods of fishing employed by them. Many of these men, aud many of the men on the
menhaden steamers, have voluntarily kept records of the temperature of the water three times a
day dnring the entire fishing season, appreciating the importance of placing apon record mformi-
tion of this sort for the use of those who are studying the habits of the fisbes and methods for
improving the fisheries. The records received Liave, as a rule, been kept in an accurate and satis-
factory manner.

Three or fonr representatives of the Fish Commission have been &ent out apen iong trips on
board of flshing vessels to study the methods of the fisheries and the natural history of the regions
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vigited. Mr, Beodder went to Greenland on a three months' croise; Mr. Osborpe to the Grand
Bank on a three monilis” cruise; Mr. Newcomb to the Western Baunk on a three weels’ cruise,
Other repreosentatives of the Fisl Commission have for three years been accustomed to visit almost
every vessel us it cutered rthe harbor of Glencester on its return from g fishing voyage, and the
same system of visiting the vessels bas been, o 2 less extent,-carried on upon every part of the
toast; and, slmost without exception, these gentlemen have been received with eourtesy, all infor.
mation given thew which they desired, and usually inteliigent interest shown tn the work in which
they have been engaged.

It is due to the fishernen to say that thoy gave their services without the offer or the hope of
remuneration of aoy kind. A namber of the fishermen of Grimsby, England, two or three years
ago, kept logs of their voyages In a similar manuer, but it was in consequence of offers of valuable
prizes. 1t ix but fair to say, however, that many English fishermen and hoatmen have manifested
tlic same spirit of appreciation of scientific work to which we have just referred as having been
displayed by the fishermen of the United States, and some of them, like Capt, David Gray, of
Peterbead, have mwade for themselves excellent reputations as observers,

EnTERPRISE.~The enterprise of the New England fishermen is strikingly manifested by the
manner it whick they stand ready to adopt uew improvements in the methods of fishing. There
are, of toorse, conservatives among them, but the most enterprising of the class are ready to adopt
at once gny device which seems to promise greater efficiency in the prosecution of their business.
It is not in this pluce necessary to deseribe in detail the inanuer in which improvements have been
broaght about, Wae need ounly vefer to the rapid and general adoption of the patent windlass on
the off-shore vessels; to the sudden changes from the old methods of drailing tor mackerel to that
of catebing thewr with jigs, and again from that methed to the use of the purse-seine; to the
sxtensive and speedy adoption of steamers in the menhaden fighery; to the hwprovements which
during the past one hundred gears have been brought about in the model of the whale-boat, and
within onc.quarter of that time in that of the seine-boat ; to the energetic manner in which gill-nets
Liave been brought into nse in the cod fishery, and the equally great improvements whieh have of
late years been made in other figheries,

HARDIHOOD AND DARENG ; RSEAMANRSHTP.—There is no havdier or more daring race of seamen 1n
the world than the sailor fishermen of New England. Their training begins at an early age and
their copstunt cccupation on board the boats and vessels soon gives them u perfect fumniliaricy
with the waves and the winds in all their phases of manifestation. There is no coast upon whick
the winds and weather are more changeable and more trying to the endurance and skill of the
reaten than that of Xorth Awerica from Florida to Davis’ Straits. There are no fishermen in any
other part of the world who venture so far from the shore at ali geasons apd carry on their figheries
to 50 large an extent in the open sea, hundreds of miles from any harbor. Then, too, there is 1t
vessel which reqaires so much skill and judgment in its management as the American schooner;
pone whiel is, perhaps, more capable of remarkable achievements when properly managed, and
none which is move liable to disaster when in the hands of the unskillful. In the same way the
favorite Ameriean fishing boat, the dory, is peculiar in its demands upon the pluck, strength, and
keenness of the person who is controlling its movements, Certain other boats, such as the whale-
boat und the seine-boat, which are exclusively used in certain branches of the American fisheries,
require less skill t0 prevent disaster in their use, bnt quite as mach in their proper and saceessful
management. The last-mentioned boats may be regarded as the special development of the inge-
nuity and observant experience of the fishermen. In 1o instance bave the fishiermen of ofher
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countries essentially modifed, within the past century, the general form of their fishing boats and
the appliances which belong to ihem,  Exeeption shonld be made, perkaps, witl refercmee fo the
introduction of ketel-rigged evutters and steamers into the fisheries of Northern Europe, remarkable
progress having been made, especially by Great Britain, (}erma'ny, and Holland, during the past
twenty-five years in the adoption of fleefer and more manageable vessels for the herring, cod, aud
beam-trawl fisheries. The numerons labor-saving appliances, which may be found oo board of the
American fishing vessels and fishing boats, are, for the most part, peculiar to the United Biates.

At the International Fishery Exhibition at Berlin, the contras{ between the appliances of this
kind in the European arnd American exhibits was very noteworthy and was the subject of constant
remark among the Boropean fishermen who visited the American section. The demand for the
speedy adoption of 2o many appliances in the rigging of vessels and boats may be fairly acconnted
for by the fact that our fishermen feel the necessity of every aid that can be rendered them in the
trying eircumstanees to which they are so often exposed. It should alse be meutioned that the
necessity, which is especially felt by our fishermen, of attaining great speed for their fishing vessels,
ling led to the development of a high grade of seamanship, and Las led also to the adoptien of
many labor-saving appliances, by the aid of which more sails and larger sails can be managed with
ease anhd rapidity by ordinary crews.

There can be no guestion that seamanship of a very high type is found awoug the fishermen.
While many methods are common to the fishing fieet and to the merchant fleet, the fishing vessols
are often obliged to execute maneuvers which woald be impossible to the heavier vessels in the
merchant marine.

The fishing vessels are smaller, sharper, and carry sails which are larger in proportion to the
size of their halls. They are, thercfore, swifter, and, as the fishermen express it, *bandier”
Relying upon the speed and “handiness” of his vessel, the fisherman takes greater risks in runniog
for harbers in heavy weather and is consequently frequently exposed to emergencies which put to
the utmost test his own seamunship and the stanchness and manageability of his vessel.

Many of the most skillful masters of merchant vessels have been trained in the fishing scheol;
and during the late war between the States it was not unusual for fishernen to enter the Navy and
to rise to responsible positions.

As might naturally be expected, the fishermen are courageous alnost to a fault, both in the
performanee of ordinary daties and in rescuing men or vessels in peril.  Some of the rescues
accomplished by them will be mentioned in the chapter on publie services.

“Theirs is a life of toil,” writes Mr, Procter, “and although fortune smiles upon them oceasion-
ally and sends & good school of fish, yet they spend hours and hours at the rail, in the bitter cold
of-winter, waiting for a bite—* grubbing,’ a8 it is termed—with a family «at. home, whon they love
as well as any one loves his own; and the bread of this family depending upon the eatch of fish.
Oiftentimes these fathers will lie awake at night in their berths, tossed up and down by the waves
of Georges, each hoping that he may do well this trip for the sake of his loved ones who are in nced
of many things for their comfort. This is uo faney picture, but the earnest facts in the lives of the
warried fishermen, who cannot stay at home in winter, because thero is bread to win, and they must
win it. Theirs is no holiday existence, but a continued grappling with the elements, a stroggle for
life, with storm and old ccean in its anger to meet; and with pluck aud daring they wring success
from the very verge of the grave.”
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36. SUPERSTITIONS.

THE CATSER OF SUPERSITIION.—It is customary among writers Lo give fishermen credit for an
extraordinary amonnt of eredulity and superstition. There are among the fishermen superstitious
men, just as there are among {heir kindred on shore; while, on the other hand, the more intelligent
and practical men among them, especially those born in the United States, are, perhaps, among the
least snuperstitious of men, cerlainly as little eredulous as any class of sea-faring men. It is not
unusuul to find the master of a fishing vessel, while humoring the prejudices of his crew, himself
thoroughly inerednlons as to the power of any supernatural intluences over the movements of the
vessel or The suceess of the voyage,

Mr. J. I*. Gorily thus writes ¢oncerning some of the superstitious notions among the Gloucester
fishermen :

“1 will not updertake to say to how many causes superstition may be due, but one cause, at
least, every one will admit—a weakness of fmagination and reason. Whenever vou find & mind
too weak to form such a conception as law, you find a wind which, if left 10 ilself, will be super-
stitious. The development of the religions notion may modify the form of the superstition, but
with that I do not prepose to deal, since it is at present among fishermen in too varying proportions
to wake valid any conelusions that may be drawn therefrom. Now, in most eircles of society the
weaker minds are not left to themselves. They borrow the opinions as they do the manners of the
highest culture and the best intellects in the eircles in which they move. Those pronounce super-
stitions ridicatouns and they echoe their laugh. Eveu then the thoughts in their minds answering
to abstract terms have o grotesqueness that would deserve to be called superstitions had not that
name come to indicate a peculiar class of grotesgue ideas, Now fishermen are very emphatically
left to themselves, They have as little calture, as little contaes with enlture, ag any class in the
lund. The most intelligent among them are prevented by their limited opportunities for inter-
course from wielding the inflrence which naturally belongs to power, and superstition, as a rule, is
the nataral result. This is especially so when yon take into consideration another eause which
works with peeuliar foree among tishermen. 1 think that amoug people whose mental structure
inclines them that way saperstitions are maore or less prevalent aceording to the frequneney with
whieh they come in contact with variable and incalenlable events. Superstitions are due, ip part
al leasl, to the cause-seeking instinet; and when a new phenomenon appears, or an old one at times
and under cireumstances whick cannot e predicted, this instinet demands satisfaction. Now, of
all classes in the world, fishermen deal with phenomena with the canse of which they are most
thoroughly anacquainted.  When and from what quarter the wind will blow ; when and why.fish
will be abuudant; why the schools are large at some times and small at others—are guestiong they
cannot answer. These are the facts which determine their suceess and upon which their observa-
iion is constuntly direeted, and unless the fisherizan has the balance of mind which enables a man
of strength to hold his judgment in suspense, he is likely to assign a cause which, if realized in
his imagination, is almost, certain to be a superstition. From these three causes, therefore—their
Jack of intelligence and cultere, their lack of contact with these, and their constant observation of
frregular facts—fishermen as a class are extremely likely to be superstitions.”

Without further disenssion ns to the causey of superstition, we will consider some of the most
common and widespread superstitions—such as may be found on any Bshing vessel, and such as
are always firmly believed in by many of the crew. We shall speak particalarly of the supersti-
tions prevalent amony the Gloucester fishermen, Among the fishermen of European birth, 50
many of whom may be found on the whaling aud other vessels on the coast of California, entirel}
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another class of superstitions doubtless prevail, similar to or identical with those current in the
countries whence they came.

The superstitions of the fishermen may be roughly classitied into three groups: (1) Causes and
indications of 1t luek; (2) saperstitions regarding the weatbier and ofther natural phenomena which
muy or may 1ot relate to canres; (3) superstitions usageg which have ao speeial bearing npou the
welfare of the fisherman.

CAUSES AND INDICATIONS OF ILL LUCK.—A Jonub is any person, thing, or aet which i< sup-
pesed to bring il Inck upon a voyage. It is characteristic of the fearlessuess of the Gloucester
tisherman and the energy with which he throws himself into liis occupation that these prejudices
ol ill leck are rarely applied to ihe fate of ihe vessel itselt,  Concerning {his the men have bat Hitle
anxiety, their whele interest being in the successful completion of the voyage, There ave muany
kinds of Jonahs.

Certain persons are often selected by the fishermen as Jonalis, being those men who have been
unlucky in their fishing voyages. The belief in lnek is very deep-seated. When o vessel 18 unlucky
ol one of its voyages some of the crew are pretty certain Lo leave and to ship on other vessels, In
the course of consiant changing from one vessel to another certain men chanee for a nuwber of
suecessive voyages to ship ou board of wnsnceersful vessels, The #4ill luck ™ of these men soou
hecomes kneown among their comrades, and they are brapded as Jonabis. A man may be extremely
suceessful for a number of years and later he may {ail on a few voyuges, and it is at ooce said of
liim that his luck has changed and that he lLas becomo a Jonal,  Men are sometimes discharged
trom vessels beeause of their reputation as Jonals, alibough e other fault can be found with then,
BSometimes when a vessel is untucky the erew resort to a strange ietbod of determining the vnineky
one.  They induce the cool: to put a nail or a piece of wood or coal in a loaf of bread, and the wan
who happens to get this is declared a Jonah. 11 bas been observed, however, tlut when the eook's
verdict has been pronounced against 1 man who bolds a good reputation as a fisherman and Ineky
man it has Itile effect,  “ Lmek” is everything, and no kind of divination will counteract its infln-
ence npon the reputation of its happy possessor. Sowetines the fisherman resorts to strange
expedients to free himself from the odor of #ill lack? which clings to him. For instanee, e will
carry his hed-sack ou deck and set it on fire, and fumigate himsell thoroughly, for the purpose of
exoreising the evil influence.

Vessels sometimes get the reputation of being Jonahs, These vessels have consideralie difh-
culty in getting crews until their lnck changes. They are sometimes withdrawn from the fish-
vrieg on this account. The schoouer Florence, which was sold frowm Gloncester to New London, and
afterwards made exceedingly sncoessful far-sealing trips in the Anfaretic Ocean, onee had n bad
reputation a8 a Jonah, which perhaps inflnenced her owners to take her vat ot the fisheries. The
same vessel subsequently transporied the Howgate expedition to Cunbertand Sound.

Certain articles of personal property or apparel are thought to be Jonahs. A man earrying
a black valise or wearing white woolen stockings or blue mittens would find moch difiealty in
shipping on board of a Gloncgster vessel. A black valise is regarded with special disfavor, and
the almost nniversal use of white mittens and nippers is largely due te this common prejudice
regarding color. It is not uncommon for the more inflnential and skillful fishermen to carry with
thewm some of these suspicions urticles for the purpose of overcoming the prejudices of their asso.
viates, and tbe influence of sach weu is having good effeet.  There are other kinds of Jonahs wlich
are not so generally believed in.  Some fishermen, fur instance, thiuk that it i a Jonah to make
toy boats or models ou board the vessel; ovhers, that a iddle or a chiecker-board is & Jonah; others,
even, that it is & J oimh to leave a bucket half-fall of water on deck, or to soak mackere!l in 5 bucket,
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saying that “so long as youn soak them in a bmcket you will never get enongh to soak in a barrel.”
Sowne think it is a Jonah, when a vessel is coming to anchor on the Banks and is “aticking out” her
cable, to have a splice stop in the hawse-pipe, and it is frequently remarked by snch that the vessel
will not be suceessful in that herth, and the resnlt will be that she witl bave to change her position.
It is also thought, by a very few however, that it is a Jonah to have a dory, in leaving the vessel,
turn round from right to left or in a direction contrary to that of the sun. Sowme skippers think it
ir a Jonab to keep the vesset’s deck clean when on the fishing grounds, and they will allow only
such eleaning a8 is absolutely necesgary. Others, on the eontrary, are very particular in the matter
of having their vessels kept clean.

The prevalent belief in “luck” has already been mentioned. Certain vessels aud men aequire
the enviable reputation of belng the luckiest in the fleet, and it is always thought a pieee of good
fortune to be able to ship on beard of such vessels or in eompuny with such men. Certain articles
also gain the reputation of bringing good luck. For instance, during the past two or three years,
since the United States Fish Commission has been sending out collecting tanks fall of alcohol on
some of the vessels, it has come to be regarded by many of the fishermen as a matter of good lnek
to have one oo board. One of the most snccessful GHoucester skippers went out on a voyage in
1880 without the tank which he had been accustomed to carry and was unsuccessful. Upon his
return be came to the headquarters of the Cowmmission and begged for a tank, saying that he would
not, on any account, go out again to the fishing grounds witheut collecting materials on board.
Such instances as these are mentioned simply to indicate how great importance is given to little
thivgs, and to show how the superstitious instinets of these men lead them rapidiy from one belief
to another, while the general skeptical tendeney of the age prevents any very strong and perma-
nent belief in any particalar form of saperstitution.

URLUCKY DAYS AND AcTs.—The belief that I'riday is an unlucky day still holds among
many of the fisheriwen, but the old idea is fast dying out. A gumarter of a century ago few
Gloucester fishermen would go to sea on & Friday, but at the present time little attention is paid
to this; and in this respect the fishing vessels are perhaps in advance of many vessels in the
merchant marine and in the Navy. This revolution in opinions has been brought about simply
through the influence of a few independent and determined men.

Certain acts are considered unlucky; for instance, to kill a *Moether Carey’s chicken” or
petrel. This superstition is also going out since many of the vessels during the past years have
been obliged to kill these birds for bait. It is regarded unlucky by & great many fishermen to
drive a nail on Sunday. To combat this idea certain skippers have been known to amuse thewm-
selves on that duy when at sea by driving wails. It is unlucky to leave g hateh bottom side up
upon the deck; such an act is sapposed io be the possible cauge of some futnre disaster to the
vessel.

Aecidents, too, are unlncky and are sometimes regarded as sufficient reasons for disaster. To
let a hateh fall down into the hold is cousidered especially unfortanate, while ta break a looking-
gluss is disastrous not only to the vessel but to the person, family, and friends of the man who is the
canse of the breakage.®

Fishermen are not a3 a rule given to forebodings of ill. They always go to sea with brave
fiearts, the idea that they may never return to port seldom being allowed consideration, no matter
how muny of their comrades have been lost within a few days.

* Fhe supersiition regarding the Hl offects whiclh way result from breaking a iooking-glass is very wide-spread ov
shore un well as amouy seamen. In variownw parts of the Tinited States—in the eities as well as in roral distriets—the
rernark in uften heard that the Lreaking of » gicss indicates * seven years hard inck.” It will be seen that this beliel
is not coufined to fishermen, Lut, like many otber superstitions with which they are credited, is doubtless porrowed

from people on shore.
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BI1JEFS BEGARDING NATURAL PHEKOMERA—Amoug fishermen we find the ordipary
belieks regarding the inflnence of changes of the moon npeon the weather. The fisherman, Jike
any other sailor, will often whistle for o wind or will stick his kuife into the aft side of the mast to
insure # fair wind. The fishermen obgerve caretully the divection of shooting-stars, thinking that
the wind will come from the direction toward which the stars shoot,  There is ¢ common belief in
Muine that the flood-tide brings in o wind, that the windg ig likely to die out with itz ebb, also that
it is more likely to rain vu the ¢bb than on the flood ; and this belief is more or less common all
along the New England eoast. 1o Maine the fisherien Lelieve that children are always born when
the tide is at the full and die when it is ebbing, and that only at this lutter stage of the Ude do
deatliz ocear.

When the sun ‘¢ sets up ifs backstays,” or “draws water” in the morning. it is 2 sign of foul
weather ; at night, of fair weatlier; ¢ sun-dogs,” or parhelia, indicate foul weather.

When the wind backs, or veers from right to left or against the sun, it is bolieved that it will
not continne steady. This beliet is so cominoen amobg seamen that an old distich tells s that

When the wind backens against the snu
Trust it 1of, for back it’f1 ran.

If the wind moderates with the seiting of the sun, it will rise again wlhen the sun rises,

The peculiar appearance in the water which the fishermen descrilu: as “a crack in the water,”
seen in calm weather, is the sign of an easterly wind,

The fire of 8t. Eho, the “composants? (eorpo sanfe ?), as the fishermen call it, is regarded as
a natoral phenomenop, Tt is believed to rise higher upon the mast as the storm inereases, and at
the entmination of the storm to reach the highest point on n vessel’s spars or rigging.

Backing winds are genevally followed by nnscttled weather; Lauling winds are thought to
indicate settled weather,

The following are old saws of general prevalence:

Mackere] vky and mares' tails,
Make lofty shipe carey low sails.
Rainbow in the wmorning,
Bailory talie warning;
Rairbow at night,
Sallors’ delisit.
Tivening red, and morning gray,
Ts 2 awre sign ol a pleagant. day ;
But evening gruy amnd erning rad,
Will hring down rain upon sonr head.
It the xooring is marked by an eastorly glin,
The cvening wili bring ruin o wet your skin.
IT o the southwent you see a srnarry skyr,
Douse yont lzing kites, for o storm ix nigh.*

Some of these beliefs concerning the weather doubtless huve more or less foundation in faet,
and are based on a close observation of results growing vut of natnrul (,Llu'»es, thou{,lz the ¢ weather

"Ou the east coasf of the Um’m(l Brates amd British North Anyerican Prmmcoa stOTTNS gmmrd.ll\ follow more or
lews closely the direction of the Gulf Btream, whick, north of Cape Hatteras, closely appreximates To a northeast
course. Therefors, an eusterly or north. asterly storm ° beging to leeward,” as the fishermen say ; that is, it graduaily
moves Lo the northegstward, notwithstamiing the wind may be Llowing heavily from that d!rccf.wn As g result, the
fitat indication of & storm, partionlarly in winter, is gencrally noticed in the changes that appear in ibe sky te thoe
south and westward,  If the sky assmpens a hazy, greasy look—ealied smnmry " by the fishermen—with sniall patches
of Jeailen or juky clonds, o storm is buminent | here Ties the forpe of this distich.  The pame rnie applies io the first
distich in regard to the * easterty glin:” siuea, if the morning sky is specially elear in the east, se as to form n glin, it
is rencerally thick with an approacking storm in the opposite dircstion.—JF W. C.
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wise” observers may not always be able to explain the relation between the “signs” and the
changes which they predict.

SUPERSTITIOUS USAGES.—~3ome fishermen will not have their hair cut except when the moon
is increasing in size, fearing that otherwise their hair will fall out. This idea, which ig akio to the
common one found thronghout the rural districts of the Eastern and Middle States that animals
killed in the waning of the moon will shrink wben cooked, is by ne means peculiar to the fisher-
men,  The fishermen of former days, like other sea-faring men, were accustomed fo wear ear-rings
to inprove their eye-sight; but this custom is almost, if not entirely, extinet among the American-
born fishermen, Once in o while a veteran is stil! to be fonpd with the picturesgue olid ear-rings
in Lis ears. The Ieropean fishermen of California and the Southern States still adhere to this
praetice.  Some fishermen carry potatoes in their pockets as a preventive of rheumatism, and wear
nutmegs roend their necks to enre serofulous or other humors. These usages are also shared by hun-
dreds of thousunds of onr shore population, who carry in their pockets the “incky-bones” of fishes,
certain bones of animals, as well as horse-chestnuts and other vegetable products as prophylactics,
Many of the Woman Catholies smong the fishermen of conrse wear amulets as personal safeguards.
A fisherman wbo has wounded his finger with a fish-hook will immediately stick the hook into a
piece of pine wood, thinking that he thus may hasten the cure ot his wound. Warts are supposed to
be removed by counting them and pronocuncing over thew @ certain formula of words.  In dressing
codfish, some fishermen always save the largest fish to dress last. Et is a very common custom
to nail 2. horse-shoe on the end of the bowsprii for good lack. Among the French Canadians cm-
ployed on our fishing vessels there are a few who still retain their ancestral belief in spirits and
fairies; and the Scotel apd Scandinavisns and others have brought over with them the folk-lore
of their fatherland. They soon become ashamed of talking about such beliefs. Whatever their
private opinions may be, they seldom refer io them after having been associated for a few years
with their unpoetical aml skeptical shipmates.

A carious eustom is found ou many of the eod vessels, aspecially those of Cape Cod, conpected
with the proeess of dressing the fish. After a fish has been decapitated, its body is passed by the
header to the splitter. If the body still exhibits signs of life, the splitter will usually ask the
header to kill the fish, which he does by a blow upon the back of the skull. This act, performed
upon the severed head, is sapposed to have an immediate effect upon the body, which is in the
hands of another man. A Gloucester fishing captain of thirty years’ experience, who sits near us
while we write, remarks: “1t is a singular thing, but i is surely true, that when the head is treated
in this manner the body always straightens out.”

37. DIALECT.

PECULIARITIE® OF DIALECT.—Among the native-born fishermen of New England, partieu-
larly those of the rural distriets of Cape Cod and Maine, a very pure, forcible English dialeet is
spoken. 'The inhabitants of this region retain the peculiar modes of expression in use among their
English ancestors, who came to this country two hundred years or more ago. It is estimated thaf
80 per cent. of the inhabitavts of Cape Cod at the present day are lineal descendaunts of English
ancestors who settled the towns of that district between 1620 and 1750, and the percentage is
probadly equally as great, if not larger, on the coast of Maine. As is well known, very many of the
Linglish immigrants to these regions were men of education and good family. As a consequence
the English of the shore populations and of the fishermen belonging to those districts is puré
idiomatie, and strong. Many provincial words, or words which were in common use in England
two centuries ago and are now marked as obsolete in the dictionaries, are still in use among
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them. Tliere is now in preparation, in connection with the work of the Tuited States Fish Com-
mission, a dictionary of words and phrases in use awong the fishermen of the United States,
which, when publistied, will afford much matetial deserving of the attention of philologists. There
are many expressive words and phrases in wse minong the fishermen—the teclinicnl language of
their awdicraft applied o the operations of daily life—which are ™M} of meaning Lo those who
koow enough of fishing to understand them. Various names for tools and eperations connected with
their trade have been eoined by them which’are peculiar and bave never found place in diction-
avies.  Slang is, as might be expected, very popular, and the slang plirascs invented by the news-
paper paragrapher, the negro minstrel, and the actor in the variety theater are as current amaouy
them 29 i the streets of ony towns and villages, The ordinary profossional slanyg of seamen is
also prevalent amoug them, its vocabulary being greatly incrcased by slang nsed only by the
ishermen themselves.

Mr. Charles Nordhofl, in o enllection of short sfories published under the title ¢ Cape Cod and
All Along Shore,” has given exeellent illustrations of the Cape Cod dialect, particularly that of
Chatham, Harwich, and the neighboring towas, the frnthinluess o€ which is all the more apparent
when compared with the dialeet in Miss MeLeans < Cape Cod Folks.”  ©“Deter Gott, the Cape Aun
Fishei-man,” a story by Iir. Joseph Reynolds, is also a treasury of good old Cape Ann language,
The “Iisherman’s Own Book,” the “I'isherman’s Memorial and Record Book,” and * The Fisher-
man's Souy Boek,” three little volumes published by Procter Brothers of Gloucester, coutain many
verses in dialeet.

The following lines by Hiram Ricl, of Gloncester, represent a fairly satisfactory attempt-—per.
haps the most successful yet made—to record the dislect of the fishermen of the olden time:

"THE SKEIPPER-HERMIT,

For thirty year, come herrin’-time, A1 yet whon I have seen some things—
Throagh many kind o’ weather, Their mothers let me toss 'em—

The “ Wren” an’ me have come ai’ gone, My boat, she seemed a barnacle
An' held our own fogether. 'Longaide n bran-new blossom,

Do’ know as she is good as new,
D¢’ know as I am, nuther;

But she ig truer’n kit’ an’ kin,
Or any but a mother.

Sometimes to Ine the Lireeze off-shore
Comes out npon the water,

Ag if it left the grave of her—
Xo wife to me nor daughter.

They're at me now to stay ashore, Lor! if I knowed where green or no
But white we’ve hand an’ tiller, ~ The turf is sweet ahove her,

She’ll stick to me an’ I to her,— I’d buy a bit o’ ground there,—wide
To leave the # Wren” would kill her, As a gull’s wings would cover.

My feet have worn the deck; ye seo We know the tricks o' wind an’ tide
How watches leave their traces, That mean an’ make disaster,

AL’ write on oak ar’ pine as plain An’ balk em, t00—the  Wren” an’ me—
As winters on our faces! Off on the OF Mar’s Pastur’.

But arter all is said an’ done, Day ont a1’ in the blackfish there
There’s somethin’ sort 0” human Go wabblin’ out an’ nnder,

About a boat that takes at Iast An' nights we wateh the coasters creep
The place o’ child and woman; From light to light in youder,

S8R0 IVe——-f.
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Ap' then ag’in we lay an’ lay My pipe—ch! pison? mighty s-1-0-w;
Off Wonson’s Cove or Oakses— . It malkes my dreamin’ clearer,
Xone go by our compass-light, ' Thouglh what I 6l it with now-days
Nor we by other folkses. Is growiu’ dearcr o’ dearer,
Aghore, the ball-room winders sline I tukes my comfort when it comes,
Till weary feet arc warnin’, I Then no leelurch can spill it,
But here an’ there's a sick-room light A if my aet is empty, Lor'!
That winks away ¢l mornin’, Why, how ean growlin’ fill it?
Arn’ Bundays we go nigher in, A1’ 50 we jog tlie hours away,
To hear the bells a-ringin’,— The gulls they coo ai' tattle,
I aint no hand for sermons, you, Till on the hill the sundown red
But singin’s allers stugin’, Starts up the drowsin’ cattle.
The weathercocks—no two agree— ‘ The seiners row their jiggers by
Like men they arg’ an’ differ, 1 pull the slide hulf over,
‘While in the euddy-way I set Ap’ shet the shore out, an’ the smell
A’ take my pipe, an’ whiff her, i Of ses-weed sweeter'n clover.

The following sketch, quoted from a Boston newgpaper, contains g fair example of the fisher-
man’s dialect: *

“4Wall, you, 1 see anuvther fisherman has gone down, said a rogged, weatlier-beaten veteran
of the gea to a reporter who, as was his wont, had invaded the quarters of the old salt near Com-
mercial wharf. The gpeaker sat on an npturned keg, and had just finished reading the aceount of
the loss of the Maud 3., which bad gove down near Half- Way Hock, off Portland Harbor, nob long
before.

“iIps cur'ons. Bomotimes p vessel ’ll go down’s easy’® nothin’, 'n’ then agin she'll live whar
you wouldn’t say th’ wus a ghost of a show. XNow, thar was the Ratiler, pitchpoled over the
shoals off Cape Ann at midnight, some thirteen years ago, in a gule of wind, 'n’ come right side up
'’ got into port safe with every man on beard, and the old man pansed and patiently waited for
the usual—

¢ How was that, cap’n?’

“With a preparatory ‘wall, while a satisfied look overspread his face, the captain continued:

“¢One of the wust shoals on the New Engluw’ coast is "bout twenty-two league off Cape Ann,
called Cashe’s Shoals; yet fur all $hat th'r ain’t much said 'bont *em, which I never could explain,
fur more vessels uv gone down thar than on any shoal of the same size along the coast.

st How large are the shoals 1’ .

“Wall, sailin’ either side a quarter v a wile an’ you're in sixty or seventy fathom, bub right
on the shoals, which is only & few rod across, the water ain’t much over twenty feet deep. Why,
it’s so shaller I've seen kelp growin' up on top o the wuter, an’ when thar’s a blow an’ the big
seay eome rollin’ in thar’s T've seen ‘em-.-a hundred feet choppin’ down on the bottom-—-TI tell you
it’s cruel. No sbip could live thar in a storm, an’ only smaller vesscls can go over in calm weather.
Wall, the Rattler, ar I was a speakin’ of, wns comin’ “long down the coast from Newf't’land
loaded with frozen herrin’. The night wus a black one, ’n the cap'n was off his reck’nin’. Least-

Newiouadisad, in Jauuary, 1867, was overtsken by & furicas gale in the vicinity of Cashe’s Ledge. EShe was siruck
by a heavy sea, thrown on her besm ends or rolled over, and finally righted with the loss of botk maats, &he arpived
in Glounceater a few days later.
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ways, fust thing auy ope knowed, a big sea lifted the vessel an’ pitched her forrard.  She struclk her
nose on the bottom, an’ just then another big ove struck her fuir in the stern, an’ lifted it ¢lean over
the bow; her masts struck an’ snapped off, an’ she went over the shoals ar’ floated in deep water
ov the other side, fuir an’ square on her kecl. with both masts breke ofl to tithin fifteen fect o
the deck. )

#¢Where were the ¢rewd’

¢ Oh, they were down below.  They said it was all over afore they kpew what was up; they
dide’t gense it at oll at first.  They said, a1l it war they wus gettin’ thar *n then,! illnstrating by a
motion of the hand toward the ceiling and buek to the floor; “tliey struck the deck o then came
down agin all in a heap on the floor. They got up on the deck, kind o dazed like, an’ thar she
wus, a complete wreck.’

“iHow about the man at the helm¥?

“¢0h, he was lashed. Dint he said arterwerds, when bhe fels the old eraft spiunin’ over, he
thought it was all over with him. Ile Leld on ter the wheel fur degr life an’ never lost is grip ;
bat 1 fell you that’s a tremendous strain on & man’  And the old cupliain elenched his large mns-
cular hands as if he thought hie, too, for & time;, was being subjected to the same strain.  + He was
pretty nigh gone; but they nnlashed hun, took him down below, aud &id for Iim atl they eould.
Arter they got into port, he was laid up fur & long time, but fipally come round all right.

‘< How did they mansge to got into port with their vessel a wreek §7

“{They had a fair wind, the carrent was in their favor, an’ they finally fell in with a vessel
that towed ’em in all right. That was the narrest 'seape 1 ever beerd of fur a vessel”?

“ tTheir good angels were watching over the crew that night, sure. Il auy one but you, cap-
tain, had told me that story I must say I should have doabted it?

“OWall, you needn's doubt it, for iCs gospel truth, ar’ the man who owned the vessel was
Andrew Leighten, of Gle’ster, an’ the eap’n who sailed her was named Doearse”  And the veterau
fish-dealer brought down his clinched hand upon an ice-chest that stood within reach with an
emphasis that settled all debate more cffeetually than the most svceessfl gaglaw ever pat in
practice by the most astute politician.”

DIALECT OF MARBLEHREAD FISHERMLEN.—The first settlers of Marblehead came from the south
of England, and manhy of them from the Guernsey aud other channel islands, and the peenliarities
of the dialects of their ancestors are still observable in this old town, Roads, in his History of
Marblehead, says:

“ 8o broad and guick was their pronuuciation, and so strange were the idioms characterizing
their speech, that a native of the town was known wherever he went, Nor was this peculiarity
eonfined to any ¢lass or condition of men residing in the town., Al shared it alike, of whatever
1ank or condition in life, The words were elipped off very shortly, and in sowme sections there was
@ slight difference ir tha dialect noticeable. The «Cuny Lawe? people always dropped the ¢ in
Speakiug, and their vernacular was much like that of a cockney Englishman, in addition to that
which betrayed them ¢to the manner born.’

“ Handly a family in the olden time cseaped with a correct prommaciztion of its name. The
tame of Crowninshield became ¢ Grounsel;’ Orne was transformed to *Home; Trefry was variously
prouounced ‘Duvy,’ ¢Tevy, ¢ Trevye, and ¢ Trefroy s’ Quiner became ‘Coonier;’ Florenee was chipped
to ‘ Flurry,’ and Thrasher was abbreviated to ‘Trash/

“ 80 accostomed were many of the inhabitants to the cognomen by which they were known that
in some instances they did not recognize their own names when called by them. An instance of
this kind is related in the ¢Lifo and Letters of Judge Story,” who was & native of the town. Once
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while he was {rying a case in the cireait court, in Boston, the clerk ealled out the name of one of
the jury as Michacl Treffrey (it being so spelt). No apswer was given,  Again he was called, and
still there waus silente. ‘1t is very strange,” said the clerl:, ¢I saw that man lbere not two minutes
ago) ¢ Where does he come from? asked the jndge. *Marblehead, may it pleaso your honor)
seid the clerk,  <Tf thats the cuse,” said the jndge, et me see the list? The elerk banded it up to
Lim., He looked at the same a minute and, handing back the Yst, said,  Call Mike Trevyé? {throw-
ing the aceent on the last syllable), *Mike Trevyd? culled the clerk. ¢Here, answered a graff
voica, ‘Why did yon not answer belore P axked the clerk.  ‘Trefirey is no way to pronouuce my
vame,’ said the juryman; ‘my name is Mike Trevyé, as the judge knows)?

s Another anecdote Lo the same parpose is related in the work: ‘On one oceasion, when some
of our fishermen were in court to settle a mutiny which Lhad taken place on the Grand Banks (of
Newfoundland), one, on heing called to slate what be koew, said that the skipper aud one of his
shipmates had what he called o tjor of ile  The presiding judge in vain endeavored to get a more
intelligible auswer, and finally Judge Story was called upon, as nsual, 1o act as interpreter to his
townsman, which he did, telling the court that a Sjor of ile? in the Murblebead dialect was ‘a juw,
awhile,” which, being interpreted, meant that the two men ubused each ofher grossly for some time.

“Though the diulect once so general among the people is now almost extinet, there are mauy
words used oecasionally to know the meaning of which wonld puzzle a stranger. Often when any
of the natives feel cold or chilly they will say they are ‘crimsmy.” 1f they lose their way in the
dark aud become confused or bewildered, they will say that they were ¢pixilated.” In speaking
of the ceiling of a room many of the older people still call it ‘planchment) When a lady on
examining a piece of sewing {inds that it is carelessly or impreperly done, it is not anusual for bher to
call the work a ‘frouch” When food has been improperly cooked it is spoken of as ‘cautch) When
very angry for any' reason it is a common oecurreuce to hear some one exelaim, ¢ Squeal "im upl’
«Sgueal something at bim!” or « He ought to be sguealed np!l’ which being interpreted means,
¢ Throw sometlhing at Lim!? ¢ He ought fo be stoned!’ ¢ Stone him!’ A erumb or a small piece of
anything is called a ¢ grammet,” and a sulky or ill-natured person is said to be ¢ grouty.’”

FI1SHERMEN OT GRAND MANAN.—A writer in the Gloncester Telegraph of July 16, 1870, says:

¢ The fishermen of Grand Manan have a patois of their own. Wheun one of them speaks of
his ¢brush’ you do not at first suspect that he refers to his hair, His boots are *stompers,’
while his knife is a ‘throater? and his apron a ‘barvil? His hook ig a *dragon, and his boats
¢pinkies,! ‘pogics,’ and ‘jiggers.) He counts time by the tide, and covenants with the parson to
marry him to Suke about ¢slack water? The various preparations of flour and meal are known
as ‘fish-smother,” ¢ dnff? and ¢joefloggers’; hard bread and apples are ¢ grunt’ He applies
tshe’ to everything, from his wife to a eart-wheel or elock.”

38. LITERARY TASTES.

Through the great abunduance of cheap publieations, at the present day, the fishermen are
enabled to provide themselves with literary entertainment at small cost. The liability of having
valuable books impaired or destroyed is often a reason for not carrying them on shipboard. We
quote the statement of Mr. A. Howard Clark concerning the general characterof the literatore
s0ld to fishermen by the newsdealers of Gloucester. He writes:

“1 have called upon the newsdealers to agcertain the character and quantity of reading mat-
ter sold to the fishermen. The resnlt as to character is a little better than I expected. They 0
not read magazines, snch as Harper's Monthly, Seribner’s, or the Atlantie. The great favorites
with them used to be trashy dime 1o vels, but the large variety of story papers now P“bliﬁhe‘l
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has largely taken their place, although some are still sold. The foliowing are the weekly papers
taken by Glouncester newsdealers und read mostly by the fishermen: New York Weekly, 100 copies
per week; SBaturday Night, 90 copies per week; Fireside Companion, 90 copics per week; New
York Ledger, 70 copies per weck; Police News, b5 copies per week; Tamily Story Paper, 50 copics
per week; Yankee DBlade, 25 copies per week ; Harper's Weekly, 20 copies per week; Trank Les-
lie's Tilustrated, 20 coples per week,  About 350 copies of the Cape Ann Advertiser are sold to the
fishermen; some daily papers, when the flect is in port, for howe reading; and about 1,000 copies
yearly of dime novels and cheap library storics, such as make up Seaside Library”

It is by no means untuswid to find on board fishing vessels some of the choicest books iu the
linglish labguage—history, poetry, and biograply.

Dickens® works are very popular awong many of the fishermen; Shakespears, Byron, Cowper,
and Abbott’s < Life of Napoleon™ are sinong the works which we oursclves bave seen on vessels.

Philantliropists miglt secure a very great infinence over the tishermen of Gloucester and other
ports Dy systematically supplying the vessels with a small library of well-selected books, or, betier
still, by establishing for the use of the fishermen 4 well-planned cirenlating library.  Fhe fishermen
are men of active minds, and many of them Lbave refined and studious tastes, Such a library
should e in the charge of seme person who could lelp the fishermen in selecting their books, and
who woudd take pains to stimnlate their interest in literary sahjects.

In Gloucester alone are over four thousand men, balf of whowm, at least, would doubtless
rejoice greatly over the possession of some sich taeilities for mental im;}i‘()w'emen;.

39. MORALS AND RELIGION.

The guestion of morals and religion is extremely diffienlt to discuss. The fishermen are,
doubtless, ou an average, far snperior in moral character to other classes of sea-faring men. In
large ports, like Gloneester, whither flock the discontented, the disgraced, and the ne'er-do-wells,
a8 well as the most enterprising and ambitious of the young men from the whale coast, there is, of
colirse, less attention paid to the question of morals than in rural commnuities, and the general
moral tone of the fishiug elusses is below the avernge for the whole coast.  There are, however, in
Gloucester hundreds of men of npright character and unimpeachable veracily, aml hundreds more
whose charaeter for honesty and truth is unquestioved, hnt whose views upon other moral ques-
tions might be subjeet to eriticism. There are very few indeed of the men in the Gloucester
fleet who may properly e called religions. The very fact that they are af sea during all meonths
of the year, and unable to give attention-to any subjects except those directly counected with their
ogeapation, acummis' for the fact that fewer of them are identified with religions organizations than
inthe smaller towns, where the fisherinen are on shore for a§ least half the year, and are sur-
rounded by influences whiclt would fead them to sach association. s

OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH.-~The observance of the Sebbath is practically obsolete
aniong the fishermen of Gloutester, when on the fishing grouuds; though when they are making a
Passage to and from port it is not custowary to perform any work execpt that which is necessary
{or the managemeht of the veszel, There are, bowever, a few Gloucester fishermen who observe
the Sabbath, a practice whicl'is almost universal among the fishermen of Cape Cod and the smaller
ports of Massachugetts, and some of those of Maine. It is believed that the captains of vessels
from certain portious of Cape Cod would lose their communds, or would at least suffer mueh damage
to their reputation as respectable eitizens, if they were known to fish on Sunday., When the vessels
are in port, Sunday is very generally observed everywhere along the coast of New England. The
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families of our fishermen are almost always identified witle some religions sect, and the churches
of fishing ports are ar well supported as those in any other section of the country.* Iu the whaling
ficet where, as a rule, morality among the men is at low ebb, Sunday is rarely observed. Itisa
matter of history, however, that during the present century the masters of several whalers gailing
from the eastern end of Long Island, alllough they came in ‘with fall cargoes of oil, lost their
commands because they would not go in pursuit of whales on Sunday.

Ab two suecessive annnal weetings, those of 1380 and 1881, the United States Menhaden Qil
and Gnano Associations nnavimously passed a rexolution to the effect that the steamers and other
vessels belonging to members of 1bis association should pot be allowed to fish op Sunday,

Shore fishing is alwost entirely snspended on Sunday in New England, and it s believed
that the same practice is prevalent throughout the whole length of the Atlantic eoast, extending
even to the sbad fishermen of the rivers. In fuct, many of the laws whieh have been framed for
the protection of shad in onr rivers, provide a close time every week, from sunset Saturday
night to sunrise Monday worning, taking advantage of the well-knewn practice of refraining from
fishing on the Sabbath day.

The shad fishermen of the Saint John's River, Florida, fish on Bundays, though there is a
general sentiment against this practice ameng the fiskermen who are forced into it by the example
of one or two of the most powerful capitulists.

PROFANE LANGUAGE.—The use of profane langnage is extremely prevalent among fishermen,
and there are but very few vessels from any part of the coast on whicl caths are not constantly
heard ; particelarly is this so on Gloncester vessels, A few of the masters are oppored to the
practice and endeavor to restrain it, but ordinarily no effort is made in this direction. Almost as
common is the use of vulgar and indecent words. The atmesphere of the fishing vessels is full of
coarse language, and the ears of young fishermen become so habituated to it that, not being

*0Orne said tn him, “Well, Jud, how many fish have they caanght to-day at Start” Jud looked askance, gnd
angwered like one who did not wislh t¢ he trifled with, ¢ We don’t go z-fishing Sondays.”"—Thaxter’s ¥slea of Shoals,
1873, p. 102, . :

“While Mr. Brock resided at the Shoals ha persnaded the people te euntor inte an agreement that, besides the
Lord’s day, they wonld spend one day in every month together in the worship of God. On a cerlain day, which, by
their agreenient, was to he devoted to the exervises of Teligion, the fishermen came to Mr. Broek and requeated that
they might pat by their meeting that day and go a-fishing, because they had lost many days by the fonlness of the
weather. He pointed ont to them the impropriety of their reqnest, and endeavored to convinee them that it would
be far better for them to atay at home and worship God, aceording to their agreement, than to go a-fishing, Not-
withstanding bis remenstrancs, however, five only consental to stay ot home, snd thirty determined to go. Upon
this, Mr. Brock addressed them thus: ‘As for you, who are delerminod to neglect your duiy to (God and go a-fishing,
I pay unty you, catch figh if yon can. DBuat as for you, who will tarr§ and worship the Lord Jesns Christ, I will pray
unnto Him for you that you may oafek fich till gou are weary.) Aoccordingly, the thirty who went from the meeting,
with all their wkill, eanght throngh the whele day but fonr fishes, while the five who tarried and attended divine
servica, afterwards went ont and caught five hondrad. )

“To a poor mam who had st his Loat in a storm Mr, Brock sail, ‘Go howe, honest man; I will mention the
matter to the Lord; yeu will have your boat again to-morrew.” Mr. B., now consideripg of what consegnence this
matter, that seemed ao fmall otherwiso, might be among he untractable fishermen, made the bbat an article of his
prayers, and behold, on the morrow the poor man came to him rejoicing that his boat was foand, the anchor of
another vessel that was nndesignedly eant npon it having atrangely brought it ap from the anknown bettom, where
it had been sunlk, :

#During the ministry of tlhe Rev, Mr. Moody at the Shoals oue of the fishing shallops, with #l1 hands on hoard,
was lost in a northeast storm in Ipswich Bay. Mr. Moody, anxious to improve this melancholy event for the awak-
ening of those of his hearers whe were exposed to the like disaster, addressed them in the following langmage,
adapted to their cecenpation and understanding: 'Supposing, my brethren, any of yon should be taken short in the
bay in & northeaat storm, your hearts trembling with fear, and nothing but desih before you, whither wonld yoar
thonghta tnuru? What would you dof? *What woald I do,’ replied one of these hardy sons of Neptune, ‘Why, 1
should immediately hoist the foresail und send away for *Sqnam.’?—Coli. Mass. Hist. Boc., vol. vii, 16t series, PP

247-252.
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accastomed to more refined diseourse, they think nothing whatever of it and see no impropriety
in its use.

TRUTHFULNESS: s0C1AL VIEES.—Concerning other virtnes, such as trathfulpess, honesty,
and general reliablity, fishermen do not appear £o have any speeial pecaliavities, but it is believed
that they will eompare favorably with other men of similar grades in society.

Social viees ure muel less common aoug fiskermen than among other sea-faring men, except
in the largest ports; the morality of the commnnities to which fishermen belong is xnim-
peachable, or, at least, will compare fuvorably with those of any other section of the eountry,
while in the larger towns the soeial evil is by no means so prominent as in the wanufacturing
towns., There are, of course, depraved men among the fishermen whose vicions instinets are
inereased by the irregular character of their occupation, but a large majority of the fishermen,
even of (Gloucester, are pure in their morals.

The laxity of morals, which is often attribauted to certain classes of our fishermen and to the
provincial ports which they visit, in connection with their eruises upon the off.shore banks, is
belicved {o bo very much exugrerated. Qutside of the larger ports, as has been stated, there is
bat little in the practice of the men vpou the fishing vessels which can be eriticised by ihose who
are familiar with their habits.

IXTOXICATING DRINKS.—In most of the fishing towns along the coast spirits eannot be obtained
upon any pretext whatever, except in the large cities which incidentally engage in fishing. There
is no fishing port except Gloneester in which fishermen, or indeed any strangers, wonld not find
extreme difficilty in obtaining intoxicating liguor, ITo Gloucester strenuons efforts have been made
to overtbrow the liquor traflic, hoth by prohibition laws and license laws, and it eannot be said that
liquor is there freely sold, althougl those who are familiar with the town kave dut little difficalty
in obtaining it. Druokenness it not a vice to whieh fishermen are addieted.

In the chapter upon *Life on shipboard,” allusion is made to the custom, once universally
prevalent, of carrying a spply of rum on Massachusetts vessels, and it was no less common for
the shore fishermen to carry their jugs with them when they weni out in their boats upon the
fishing grounds. This enstom bas heceme vbsolote to such an extent that the shipping articles
of every fishing vessel require that “po ardent spirits sball be carried on board,” and many
Gloucester shippers are so oppesed to intemperanee that they promptly discharge men who are
known to have been gailiy of drunkenness. The medicine-clrest is not supplied with liguor, even
though the use of so important a restorative would perhaps frequently to be attended with good
resnlfs, Tt seemws as if pudblic sentiment were semewhat too radieal when it forbids to the fishing
vessels the privilege of carrying 2 small snpply of spirits for use in cases of exhanstion. Many
experienced men, however, agree that sach benefits are more than counterbalanced by the evils
that swonld result from the practice of carrying even the smallest quantity of intoxieating spirits
ot board of onr fishing vessels where discipline i8 so entirely absent as it is at the present time.

Much tronble is caused by the free sale of liguor in the ports of New{oundland, where our cod
fishermen frequently make harbor, and nntil within a few years the same difficulty has been met
with in the ports of Nova Secotia and Cape Breton. At the present time prohibitory laws are there
enforced with great strictness, and powlere save in Halifax and some of the other large ports can
liquor now be bought. In ports where liquor is sold, vessels are often detained on account of men
wha get drunk and refuse to go on beard, or become involved in brawls. _

The “ temperance reform” in Gloucester in 1876 seems to have had a wide-spread influence
among the fishermen—an influence which is felt to the present day, The local papers for some
months were full of the subject. In the Cape Ann Advertiser of February 26, 1876, is printed a
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list of twenty-two vessels from Gloucester wanned cotirely by temperance men. On the 3d of
March a grand reception was given by the “Reyvnolds Temperance Reform Club,” of Gloucester,

and in the street procession four hundred George’s fishiermen warched.
already been remarked, lnwless and quarrelsome,

The oystermen of the Chesapeake ave, s has
and the same characteristies are met with among the other fishermen of the same region, many of
whom are engared in the oyster lisheries part of the year, in the shad fishery n the &pring, and
the menhaden fishery in sonnmer.  Condlicts cecasionally oceur between fisherwmen from different
geetions.  The war belween the Marylaud and Delaware fishermen i 1876 was a serious affair,

resulting in injuries to severul men.

40. THE FISHERMEN'S LIFE ASHORE.

Hoyg nivi.—The home life ol the fishermen has already been partly deseribed under the head
of eduneation. In Gloucester, perbaps from twenty-five to thiriy per ceot. of the fishermen are
marricid and have hotes of their own, while in other fishing ports the pereentage of married men
is stili greater, and very rew indeed ameng the fishermen are homeless.  Oun Cape Cod and in the
smaller fishing porte of Aassachusetts and Connecticut, as well as on the const of Maine, the fish-
ermen, a8 & rule, own their own houses, marry yonong, and are surromuded by large funilies of
chililren,  As lus been ulready said, their wives and davgliters are nsually well eduocated and refined
in their tustex,  Ioven on remote islands on the coast of Maine many of the fishermen’s houses are
comfortably and tastefnlly fmroisbed. The wills are hung with engravings, and books and musieal
instrmments are o be fonnd. 11 i vot at all nncommon to find a piano in the honse of @ fisherman.
The earnings of the suceessful fisherman are almost always applied to the building ap of a
pleasant howne for his fumily, and to the edoeation of his ehildren, for whom he almost always hns
the ambition that they shall be fitted to follow some other ocoupation than the one to whiclh his
own life has been devoted, This is trne in the outlying ports as well ag in the larger towns. Tt
is amusing awd seems incongruous, after making the acquaintance of a roagh-looking old fisher-
man, sun-browned aml weniher-beaten, who looks as if he rarely put foot upon the shore, to be
invited to his house, and to find him perfectly at home amony the well dressed and gentle women
of his family, smrronnded by luxaries and eonveniences which, three centuries ago, would hardiy
have been found in the palace of & King.

The old nge of the lisherman is usually spent pleasantly in the home which his indastry has
established, his daily amnsement being to visit the wharves and talk over the experiences of the
past and disenss the doings of his suceessors, ’

Muany of the sew-port towns of New Bogland are made up, in large part, of the houses which
have been reared by fishermen of the past or present generation.

Mr. Henry L. Osborie malkes the following observations on the routine Iife of the Gloucester
fishermoen when on shore:

HIUNLOADING TIE VEsSSEL—After the fisherman returts from o voyuge he is not at once free,
but menst work for o fow days in noleading the vessels eargo.  ITis first few Lours ashore are very
likely to be spent b1 eraising ubout to learn 1he newd, and it is not improbable that he may take
a few drinks with sy old eomrale whom e meets, while the two ‘talk things over’ and com-
pare notes.  He must, however, settle down to work not long after his return, becanse the owner
is spxions 1o bave the cargo brought to light, to have his vessel empty, and thus to be ready for
any uew and promising venture. Tlhe work of unloading usually takes two or three days, or evelr
more in case of large vessels,  Wkhen ready to begin operations, all hands, armed with pews, invade
the bold, the deck, and the wharfy and prtch cut the fish from the kenches in the vesgels hold.
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From below the fish are thrown on deck; they are then throwu to the wharf, placed on seales, and
weighed. 16 is the duty of all hands, except, 1 believe, the ¢cook and the skipper, to Lelp in this
work. If the cook be a worthy one, he improves the oceasion to clear out the forecastle lockers,
to wash up the pans, kettles, and other utensils, knives and forks, spoons and crockery, ang, in
short, to leave things after him in a deeent state. 1 the vessel has ended ber vear’s work and is
ready to lay up for the winter, he will pack np the dishes and other kitehen formitnre, elean up the
galley stove and treat i liberally with oil to keep away rust, and will remove to the storehbouse of
the firm all of the ship’s stores that have ot beeu consumed. The skipper’s duty is to direct the
unloading of the fish, a labor in which he may possibly bear o band, though 1 believe he is uot
obliged to. The work proceeds, eslivened by steries and small talk and occusional potations of
heer and other liquors, until all the fish ave out of the vessel. A1 hands are then {rec to do as
they please, and, after drawing their pay, may ship for another trip, or may depart, never to be
secn again.

“1n gome CRSES 1 MAD may hot eare to nnload a cargo, or at least to do his share iz che unload-
tng. In such a case he is allowed to hire some one {o do this portion of the work., A man may be
sick when the vessel gets in, or baving so wuel money coming to him, may feel too lazy to work;
or he may find a chance to sbip, and, not caring to lose it, engage a substitute to do kis work.
Hence the practice of hiring substitates to work in the unloadiug is not unosusl.

“PDRAWING PAY.—When the work of unloading has Deen tinished the trip is considered at an
end. The market valueof the fishiisthen determined, and the proper share of each man isascertained.
The share of each man is at his dispesal in the form of a cheek payable to bearer.  Apy woney
he may want to nse before drawing his share is advaneed by the firm, and subseguently dedected,

“ TOE BOARDING HOTUSE.—On reaching land after a trip the isherman’s first move, if vumarried
or without & home at Gleoucester, is toward liis boarding-house.  Here lhis arrival is unannoonced,
yetb its suddenness ereates Lal litfle surprise, becanse sneh things are every-day matters. His
ambitions for the time center themselves in puiting oh sowe clean clothes and then in getting
a thorough renovation at ihe hands of & barber.

‘ These boarding-houses are sailor’s institations.  They ure similar to the sailor boarding-houses
which exist in every seaport town, yet in morality they are higher thau these, uor are their owners
such ingorrigible raseals. Tle price of board varies from &3 to 6 per weck, and at the latter price
very good fare is farnished. The bhoarding-houses vary greatly in ibeir reputation, Some are
pleasant, home-like places of good character; others are dingy and tumble-dewn houses, and in
many cases of a not altogether enviable repatation.

“ By the more careful, the board Il is paid at freqnent intervalg, before it ean hecome large.
In other instances it is allowed to run antil it has grown to an importaut amonunr.  1u snel cuses
the fisherman often loses all track of its amonnt and he is then placed at {be merey of his boarding-
master. If the boarding-master be dishonest, he may liberally increase thie amount of the Bill in
defiance of detection, for the cheated nan has no means of defending himself.  In this way the fish
erman is very often imposed upon, sometimes knowing nothing of i:'-,‘ and at ofthers knowing it, bat
tnable to protect himself.

S TRUYTEEING.—In order to protect the hourding masters, lest the fishetman depart withont
paying his bill, a practice exists iu Gloncester kuown as trusteeing, It is, ju effect, attaching for
the debt the proceeds of the fisherman’s trip. A practieo similar to this, ealled ¢ factorizing,” by
which the factory hands are forced to pay their bills, exists in factory towns. The necessity is
quite evident for such a law in Gloucester to proteet honest boarding-house keepers against dis-
honest guests, It would seem that a law to protect the fishermen might alse be » wholesomo



T4 FISHERMEN OF THE UNITED STATES.

thing. I am informed that the bearding-house keeper cannot trustee for small amonnts, it being
regarded as unjust that the fisherman should pay the lawyers' fees, unless the suit he an im-
portant one.

HYAMUSEMENTE.—During his &iny on shore, after the vessel hag been unleaded, the fishermarn’s
life is an aimless hunt after escitement and new forme of amusement. A few days are enough to
tire im untterly of laud and shore doings and be is looking again for a new chance. During
these leisure days his day-time when not at meals is spent in visiting the wharves, sail-lofts,
varions stores of the firm owners, and similar places, There he meets others of his vocation
and with them talks of the deceds of the past or the prospects for the fature. With them he may
go to some not far distan? bar-room where they ean compare notes over their beer. At these times
@ gireus or any similar excitement is gladly welcowed.

© SEEKING A NEW BERTH.—In his pursnit of pleasure ashore the fisherman always seems
somewhat Il at case and anxious to get back to his work. Almost as soon as he is free from one
trip he beging to Jook about for another. 1If his vessel is going ont again as soon as she nnloads,
ke may stay by ber,

“ MAKING READY FOR A NEW TRIP.—Having shipped for his new trip the fisherman’s life
again presents to him a definite olyjeet. The vessel must be put in order for her voyage: the sails,
when they are not strong enough, mast all be repewed ; old ropes, too weak for a blow, must be
replaced by others; new gear must be provided for nse in case of emergency; complete outfits of
Irooks, gangings, and other elements of trawl strzecture must also be Taid in; as well as all sorta
of 0dds and ends that may be needed during a long absence.

#There is salt to e procured and stowed in the various compartments of the vessel's hold, and
the water barrels must be filled. The cook, meanwhile, must busy himself abont the various atores
needed for the ¢rew during tho entire time of absence. He munst draw from the store of the firn
flour, tea, sugar, molasses, pork, lard, fish, cheese, eandles, salt, and kerosene, and a thonsand
articles, convey them on board, aud stow them away all safely below.

“Euach wan has stowed in his buok his bed-sack and otber belongings, and all hands on
deck present to Gloucester Harbor the familiar sight of stout forms hoeisting the huge mainsail,
heaving up with a monotonons cliek, elick, at the windlass. Now her bow falls off from the wind,
the mainsail draws, the other sails are quickly set, and she soon leaves Gloucester far behind.”

41, LIFE O BOARD THE VESSELS.

The life of the fishernien on board their vessels is so well discussed by Mr. Henry L. Osborne
that little more neetd be said eoncerning it. By reading his descriptions, one may form a very vivid
and accurate mental pictare of the life of the fishermen. Mr. Osborne’s notes were collected during
a trip to the Grand Bank in the cod-fishing schooner Vietor, of (Jlou(*ester, in the summer of 1879,
in behalf of the United Siates Fish Commission.

Mr. Osborne discusses the subject under three heads: (@) Routine of daily life on the Bauks,
() Pastimes on board ship; (¢) Routine of life at baiting stations.

“ROUTINE OF DAILY LIFE ON THY, BANKS.

“MEALS.—As soon as the first indieations of daylight were noticeable in the east, the cook
would emerge from his berth, rake up his fire, which he never permitted to go out, and proceed
to prepare for breakfast. At 4 o’clock, or not far from that hour, he announced the meal by s
blast with his whistle, a snmmons which was usnally obeyed with somewhat of tardiness.

“Dinner was usuaily ready at 11 ¢’clock, though never much earlier. Sometimes it inter-
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rupted the work of cleaning the fish. In this case the men washed the gurry off their dlother aud
hands and sough’ the table. As a rule, the dinner was announced after one gang of cleaners, at
least, were done; these would then wash up snd go below. In this case, somne from each table
would sit down togetlier, those properly belonging to the second gang occupying the place of
the abgentees of the first division.

¢“The supper was usually served about balf past 3 or 4 e'clock, coming directly after the
trawla had been baited up for the night-set, The men, if they wore the oil-skin suits in ‘bait-
ing up,’ did not take them off befure sitting down to the table.

#In addition to three regnluar meals, two very definite informal ineals were provided, besides
slight Innches at all times, It was a fized habit with the men to proceed belew to ‘mug up’ the
instant they eame aboard from a hanl or sef. At evening, when he came on board from retling
the trawl, the fisherman jnvariubly went at ouce te the dish-locker and teok from it one of the
brown earthen muogs., This he {illed from tbe tea-pot, which the cook had left partially full of
tea from supper. Then turning to ile provision-locker, he extracted thence bread, pie, eake, or
mweat, aceording to his faney and the state of the larder. From these Le made a very enjoyable
weal, talking meanwhile with these who were going thremgl the same operations in their torn.
This ‘mugging up’ was also regularly practiced in the morning after the refurn from a haul.

«Qpe might expect that the food of the fishermen, especially when fishing, would consist quite
largely of fish. I had expected that it wonld be so, bul fennd nothing of the gort. Only once a
week did the cook furnish fish, and that was on Friday, which was quite nataral, since nearly all
hands were Catbolies. The fare of the fishermen is far betfer than obe wonld suppose who has
heard stories of the poor living of other sailors. They live fur better than any other class of sea-
faring men, and have provizions of a letfer grade and in greater variety.

“ FIGHING.—After they had finished breakfust, the crew at opce got ready tleir dories and,
embarking, pulled away toward their cutside buoys. This was usnally just abont sunrise; very
often, indeed, when the day was clear the deories were away from the vessel before the sun came
up. When the weather was foggy—and it was foggy almost a}l the time during July and Aognst—
the skipper was occupied, during the absence of his men, in blowing a horn and ringing a large bell
which hung from the main-boom, just over the wheel-box, to gnide the men in their rowing, and
upon cceasion he nsed to fire off p swivel to let them linow the vessel’s position,

“The haul wsually occupied the time till nearly 8 o'clock, rometimes longer, when any one
failed to find his ontside huoy or ¢parted,’ or was overtaken by any otler aceident fo his trawl.
After the dories had come back and were unloaded the crew ‘mugged up, and then dressed the
fish and salted them down in the kold. This nsuwally kept them leisnrely at work until toward 11
o'clock, at which time they ‘ washed up’ and went to dinner.

«After 2 brief respite tley began to make preparation for Laiting op the trawls for the
evening’s set. Any who had their trawls snarled tock this occasion fer ! clearing’ them; others,
more fortunate, forget their troubles in sleep. By 1 o'clock or thereabouts all hands were turned
out by the skipper's < Well, boys, Jet’s bait up,’ and ere long all were industriously al work getting
bait from the pens, chopping it into pieces of the proper size or fastening it {0 the hooks.

« While the men thus oecupied themselves, the cook improved his time by ‘eutting out’ sounda.
This busiress onr cook pursued assiGuonsly, often snatching a few moments from his work before
dinner to eut out sonnds while the crew were ‘dressing down,’ and finishing his task while they
were baiting, and his assiduity repaid him when he reached Gloucester to the extent of an ad-
ditional $20. After supper, which was purposely placed early, the dories were hauled up from the
stern, where they had been left fastened since morning, and loaded up with the trawls, five tubs
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in each. Then the men jumped into them and pulled strongly away, each in his own direction.
Adfter their departure, the vessel was again left vacant. The only sound to be beard at this even-
ing hour wus the acrape, serape, seruape, thud, thud of the cool’s kuife, or the tramp of the skip-
per’s Loots as ke paced the quarier-deck for exercise, The men-uspally finished setting and re-
turned to the vessel just at sunset. The dories were banled on board, the men took the bearings
of their bnoys, and then all was dene for the night,

“ WATCHES,~The watch on the bank was only kept at night, and was mnch shorter than
when the vessel was on a passage. It was usually set from 7 or 8 o’clock in the evening nutil 3
the following morning, or later, when the suun rose later during tbe Just baiting, A single man
kept the deck during his portion of the watch, then eailed iz saccessor. The password in thore
times used often to contain directions as to the proper care of the vessel, HEach man was expected
to pnmp the vessel out at the end of hizs wateh on blowy nights; one of his duties was to wateh
the eable and ¢ fleet the stradd iu the hawse-pipe,’ if necessary; that is fo say, veer out the cable a
Little to prevent it from being ¢hafed and parted.

4 The watelr was uot always very strict in the performance of his duty. He made frequent
excursions inte the cabin to consult the clock, and to assnre hiwsclf that he was not losing track
of the flight of time. Indeed, it is said that the mmen sometimes reguluted the clock during their
watch so that the wman of the lust watel {fonnd the dawn breaking much later than usnal.

“Licars—In the evening, as soon as i began to grow dark, the cook lighted a large lantern,
with convex lenses on four sides, and hung it in the fore-peak balyards. This was the only light
used to warn off vessels: the red and green lights were used only when {he vessel was rununing,

“PBrowy pavs~—Sometimes we had *blowy duys” Al day aud all night long the wind would
whistle throagh the rigging and the sea become so romgh thail eveu the stanel dories could not
be trusted over the side.  On such days fishing was jinterrupted.  If the trawls were ount they must
rewain till the wind moderated. The men did not seem to enjoy their enforeed leisure at such
times. Meals were served at more suitable hours than during moderate weather, and they slept
much; the sense of ennni seemed overpewering.

“PARTIMES ON ROARD SHIP.

“CORVERSATION.—The fishermen, for the most part, passed their spare time, of which they
bad ubundanee, in idling.  In order to break np the monotony of silenee they talked a very great
~deal on varions snhjects.

“At such times a good story-teller was a great blessing, and even one of poor grade was
willingly listened to. All sorts of short stories circnlated, also Trish bulls, witty retorts, &e., and
a good rtory was usnally greeted with hearty luaghter. Among the stories told one inight fre-
quently hear those of whielr the moralify was nnqguestionable, vet it was noticed that when a
swutty story was teld it was partly excusable, sinec it was vsnally irvesistibly Indicrous. [ndeed,
in some cases stories were beguu in which the principal peint lay, not in fun, but in filth, and
these were growled down by more than one of the hearers.  Xarratives of personal adventure were
alzo in great demand. Those who Tizadd been in the merchant scrvice; who bad gailed to foreign
shores, and who could aceeptably deseribe these scenes or tell of their adventures, were heard with
a great deal of interest.  One fertile topie of disenssion was the oppression of sailors, particularly
in the merchant service. Instances of ill-treatment were often told, and the conduct of the cap-
tain roundly condemned. When the maltreated sailor camo off first best the expressions of
satisfaction from the listeners plainly indicated the side with which they sympathized. The
oppressions of the boarding-house keepers were also examined into, and t0 have left one of these
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houses without paying one’s bIll was thought very praiseworthy. Amonyg the parratives of per-
gonal adventure there were a great many sfories of conguests among the fair sex, especially of
fiirtations and intrigues in the various harbor-ports frequelited by fishermen.

“In addition to these were yarns, often listened to with elose attention by a crowd collected
forward or down aft.  The story would often be merely the adventures of some sailor or the plot
of some robber story of dime-novel circulation. Sometimes the hero was placed in the first person,
or, in other wards, the story-teller represented the adventure as his owin. 3ore often, however,
they belonged to an imaginary bero, who was invariably called Jack: sometimes the sepernatural
powers Were‘invoked, thus adding to the complication of the plot. Amoug {lheir stories fairy
tales had & place: 1 noticed several that 1 recognized, notwithstanding ithelr new dress, as
pursery tales told to me when 1 was 2 boy. 1o all these tales the imagery was sueh as o fisherman
author would imagine. If was Lomely; comtorts were those regarded by him as soch, and beautivs
were those which were beautiful to bim. Fhus, in a version of Besuty and the Beast, the futher,
all tired and wet, was led into a warm kiteben, where a dry snit was banging before the fire ready
for im.  Ha was then condneted into a warm dining-room where he found a goold sapper of becef-
steak awaiting him. After supper he éturned in®  In all the fairy stories Juck used to slay the
dragon, and, after be had exposed the deecits of his vival, all hands made a trinmpbal mareh to
the ehrreh, where he was married happily to the king’s danghier,

“ Music.—Someshat akin to yarn-spinning was ballad singing, whicll, however, was less fra-
quently indnlged iu, since singers were scaree, While any one eondd tell a story. The song was
always a solo, and the words, in the form of o ballad, the story of seme shipwreek, of sailor-life, or
of seme Xindred subject, to which they jistened intently. ’

G (ARDS.~—As might he expected, one of the favorite pastimes was eards.  On the evening of
the very first day out from Gloncester, as 1 made my way forward to the knight-heads, 1 fonnd a
group of six playing ¢ forty-five) They paid five cents each Jor the priviteze of playing, and then
the man who made forty-five points first won the stakes. Later during the cruise the game of
‘loo? began to create a great stir und for several nights the pluyers continued their game far into
the pight, This was however effcctually opposed by the other inhabitants of the forecastle, who
were unwilling to have their slumbers disturbed. Various other gumes of eards prevailed ut
various times, and among them cribbage seemed quite a favorite. Curd-playing, however, finally
died ont from the fact that the cards become utterly worn ent and ne other pack could be procured

GROTTINE OF LIFE AT BATTING STATIONS.

¢ FILLING WATER.—While in harbor the fisherman’s duties are extremely light and big time is
left almost entirely free for any form of diversion that may snggest itself.  Any work that in the
vessel's economy may need doing he must, however, perform. One of these duiies is the replen-
ishing of the water supply. As often as the vessel goes to land all the barrels are overhanled
and the empty ones are filled. This process, known as ‘filling water, was performed several
times by our erew. I remember it most distinetly at Cape Liroyle on the occasion of our first visit.
We anchored at two or three o’clock well np the harbor and not far from a shelf of rock, over whieh a
pure ﬁmuntain stream ran down into the seiw. This stream dropped down from the rocks above in
a small cascads and furnished nice water and a convenient place for fitling the barrels.  Soon after
the anchor had been let go and the sails snugged up for a short stay, the skipper gave out tbe
order to bring up the water barrels and ¢fill water” “Two or threc barrels were then put into each of
the three dories and the men then rowed away to this nalural reservoir. It 50 chanced that the
men forgot to bring a fannel with them from the vessel. Any one else in this condition would
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bhave been in trouble, but a fisherman generally can extemporize a very good one. When they
reached the stream and were ready to begin filling the barrels, one man drew off his oil-skin trou-
sers and crumpling up one leg at the bottom, infroduced it into the bung-hole. He then held
ap the leg of the trousers, while bucket after buecket of water was poured in, and found its way
into the barrel. This stream and many others like it rumming from this natural spout and thus
ezsy to catch are found in the various coves and harbors that indent the shore line of Newfound-
Iand, and the places where they eccur are known among bankers ag ¢ good places to fill water.

“TARING IN ICE.-—Another duty of the fisherman while in harbor is the eure of the ice, which
is used in preserving fresh bait. In gome cases the vessel can be hanled up to a wharf and the ice
bronght down in wagons and slung on board with very little trouble, but often this cannot, be
done, because of the shallow water in the harbor, and it is then necessary that it should be bronght
aboard in dories. When our vessel iced at Trinity Bay the dories were all sent agshore and beached
out of reach of the swell which wonld have otlierwise Lept them too unsteady. The ice was then
taken from the rude wagon in which the dealer drew it to the shore, carried to the dories and packed
in them. The men handled the ice, for the most part, without tongs, their hands being protected
by mittens, and carried the huge blocks in their arms, As eaeh dory was loaded it was shoved off
and rowed to the vessel. Coming alongside, the ice was slang on board with a tackle and dropped
into the hold, where it was received by men and stowed in the ice-pens.

“JOING BAIT.~A third duoty of the ficherman, at this time, is to care for all the bait which is
brought on board, icing or salting it as the skipper directs. I presume that all kinds of bait are
treated alike, but my personal observation relates only to the squid as iced at Trinity Bay. When
gome thousands had accumulated, soveral of the ¢crew ¢oiled up’ and prepared to ‘ice’ them. The
labor was divided and operations began. Que gang brought blocks of ice from the ice.pen, passed
them to the deck and into one of the hunge tubs used in splitting, The tub was placed doring this
operation on the quarter-deck, just aft the main shrouds, and the squid usually lay in one or more
piles somewhere near the tub of ice,

%Two men stood by the tub and each one began with his pew to pick the ice into small pieces,
After it had been reduced to the proper size, it was thrown into a basket and passed through
the after hateh iuto the hold. Here it was received by a second man who passed it into
the bait-pen to a third, who, receiving the basket, emptied the ice on the floor of the pen and
spread it evenly in a layer 3 or 4 inches thick. When he bad thus covered the bottom of the pen,
he called for squid. A layer of squid wus now spread over the ice followed by ancther layer of
ice. In this way four or five baskets of ice and squid were alternately Iaid down until at last the
bait was all iced. The man in the bait-pen handled the bait and the ice with mitten-covered
hards, standing on the floor till the layers of ice and squid rose too high for convenience and
afterward he stood on the bait.

¢ It was the regular practice to ice at night all the bait which came on board during the day.
Seversl times the baif came to us so fast that by noon as many as 5,000 had accumulated. When
this happened all hands would tarn to snd ice them, also icing in the evening those received later.

“ VISITING, STROLLING, &0.—A8 8oon as the vessel is anchored and properly cared for one of
the first things is to go ashore and ¢ take stock.” Soon a dory way be seen leaving the vessel’s
gide. One or two men are rowing and the cthers are grouped in the bow and stern. Rowing
toward one of the rude wharves that line the shore, they all scramble up, and, making the dory fast,
spread ont over the town, generally in little knots of two or three. In aceordance with the habit
of Newfoundlanders, they enter any house that may seem attractive, and without any introduetion
proceed at once to talk of the fish, the bait, their trip, or kindred subjects of mutual interest.
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They are very likely to ask if milk ean he bought there, or where they can buy it. Quite often
something stronger than milk is asked for, and wines or gin or red rum are drunk. None of our
met became intoricated to excess, though two or three came aboard in a pretty jolly condition.
Sometimes the men did not ge into any of the honses, but contented themselves by talking to the
men they met on the street, or strolled around the town or into the ontskirts, noting the people
and the houses. :

% DANCES.—~One of the favorite pastimes of a erew, while *in baitin' is a dance. Bo often have
they had these dances in Newfoundland that one of the first questions that a ‘livier’ puts to a
new-comer 18, ‘Are you going to get up a dance¥ Usually they hire the house of some native,
and when they have no fiddler in the crew hire some one to iddle. They then summon all the girls
in the place by a general invitation. The crew, during our ¢ruise, went to several dances, two of
which they got np themselves. At Bay of Bnlls, on our last baiting, they decided to have one of
these dances, and secured a most miserable Lhouse for this purpose. There was no fiddler, but only
a boy who sang for them, or, according to the Newfoundland vernacular, made ‘chin-music’ The
repurts from the party on the foilowing morning made me anxions to see one of those dances, snd
I was therefore glad to hear talk of their having anotber one,

“I went into the room—the living-room of the house-—in which the dancing was to take
place. The ball had already 6pened. The room was one of the poorest I had yet seen, even in
Newforndland. The uncven floor was utterly barren of carpet, toats, or any covering. A shaky,
crazy-looking lamp on one wall threw a dismal light about, and showed the crew and about eight
girls seated on benches that lined the wall. In the immense fire-place sat the mother of the
family, holding in her arms a baby of two years. When I entered, the host was leaulinf; off witl
an opening break-down. [is uuwieldy movewments as he tried the double-shuftle in his heavy
cowhide boots were very grotesque. The orchestrs furnished ‘chin-music” The musician was a
young man who hommed in a sort of gruuting nasal tone various tunes of proper time for aguare
dances. It is utterly impossible to deseribe the sound which this musician produced; it was a sne-
cession of nasal tonesin thekey of G, The minstrel was at intervals inspirved by such words as these,
‘That’s it, Thommy, me Wy, gi' de bies a tune, and kindred exhortations. Their dances were all
the square dances, and generally the well-known fancers. The various figures were called off by one
of the crew. The sailers spparently enjoyed themselves just as well ag if the music had been very
much better. They paid the old man a couple of dollars for his house, gave the sweet singer a
fee, and were tinally on board the vessel at about four o’clock in the morning.”

42. PUBLIC SERVICES.

SEERVICES IN TIMES oF WAR.—The importance of the fisheries to the prosperity of nations has
frequently beon alluded to by the writers who have taken this subject ivte consideration. In Sa-
bine’s ¢« Report on the Principal Fisheries of the American Seas”t numercous instaneces are given
in which the fishermen of the United States have veidered important services of this kind.

The peoply of Marblehead, Gloncester, SBalem, Beverly, and other fishing ports of New England
were 'amoﬂg the foremost to meot the enemy in the Revolutionary war. The privateers whicl
played so importaat a part then and in the war of 1812-1815 were largely manued by fishermen,
especially those from Newbnryport. ’

“The services of the poople of Marblehead,” says Sabine, ““are entitled to particular notice.
They were invaluable upon the ses and upon the land. When, in 1774, the port of Boston was

* A resident of the Newfoundland coast is, in fishermen's dialect, a **livier.”
t Pagea 196-R10.
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shut by act of Parliament, they tendered fo their suffering brethren of the capital the use of their
wharves and storehouses free of charge, The first actnal avowal of offensive Lostility against

Sngland which s to be found in the revolutionary annals, is an act passed by the Provineial Con-
gress of Massachusetts in November, 1775, Tt was framed by BElbridge Gerry, a merchant of Mar-
blehead, whose business depended wpou ihe fisheries, It aunthorized captures upon the sca.
With ity preamble it was printed in the Lonidon Magazine as a political cariosity, and John Adams
ealls it ‘one of the wost important documents in the history of the Revolution.” "Who hoisted the
first Ameriean flag? and to whom ‘the fivst British flay was strnek? are qoestions in dispute be-
tween the friends of difterent elnimants; buat Mr. Adams confers both lLionors upon John Manly,
of Marblehead, who captured a transport having on board a moriar, which, transferred to Dor-
cliester Leights, ‘drove the Lnglish arny from Boston, and the navy frora the harbor’ The fish.
ermen of this fown appear to be entitled to the sawme precedence in navul affairs nander commissions
authorized by the Contineutal Congress, since it is stated that John Selman and Nicholas Brough-
ton were the first eommanders appointed by Washington after he assumed the direction of affairs.
Aunother commander of merit was Mugford, who took a powder ship early in the war, and perished
in the enterprise. Al still another was SBamuel Tueker, who, suceessful beyond hiz compeers, is
said 1o bave eaptured more British gans and British seawen than Paul Jones, or any other captain
tu the service of the thirteen States.  Of the exploits of individnals of Lumbler rank, two examples
must suffice,  In 1783 ‘three lads’ were put on beard of a brig at Qucebee to be sent prisoners to
England; on the passage they gained possession of the vessel and carried her safely to Marble-
head, their pative town. The same year three otber young fishermen—all minors—prisoners in
the British ship Lively, coneeived the plun of eapturing her, and, inducing ten other prisoners
to join them, were suceessful; and, conducting their prize to Havaua, made sale of ker for a large
sum. .
“ TFor service in the field Marblehead raised oue eutire regiment. 1t has been remarked of these
‘fishermen goldiers’ that, inured to fatigue and hardship, they were not reduced by sickness or
camp discages during the war.  This regiment composed a pari of the foree of the illustricus eom-
mander-in-chief in bis Tetreat throngh New Jersey, and ju the crisis of the Whig canse. The
Amwmerican army, composed of regnlars and wilitia, hardly three thousand in number, almost desti-
tute of tents and utensils for ecoking, badly armed, nearly naked and barefooted, dispirited by
logses and wornt (lown by sufferings, were pursued, in November and December, to the northerly bank
of the Delaware, by the well-appeinted army of the epemy, flushed by success, and panting for a
last.deeisive vietory. Yor a moment the destroction of Washingten, either from the waters in
front or from the royal troops in rear, seemed certain. The heroic daring of the men who, perhaps,
saved him, and with him their country, is nowhere related.in bistory. But Heunry Kuox, the chief
of artillery, whose own services ou the occasion will ever be remembered and excite admiration,
has done them justice. After the peace, and while General Knox was a member of the legislature
of Massachusetts, an application was made by citizens of Marblebead for the charter of s bank.
Tleir petition was opposed. Ile rose and stated their cluime. ‘I am surprised,’ be gaid, *that
Marblehead should ask so small a privilege as that of barking, and that there should be opposi-
tion to it. 8ir, I wisk the members of this body knew the people of Marblehead as well as I do.
T could wish that they bad stoed on the banks of the Delaware River in 1777, in that bitter night
when the commander in-chief had drawn up his litile army to cross it, and had seen the powérful
carrent bearing onward i{he floating masses of ice which threatened destrnetion to whosoever
should venture npon its bosom. I wish, that when this occurrence threatened to defeat the enter-
prise, they conld have heard that distingnished warrior demand, ¢ Who will lead ns on?’ and seen
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the men of Marblehead, and Marblehead alone, stand forward to lead the army along the perilona
path to nnfading glories and honors in the achievements of Trenton. There, sir, went the fisher-
men of Marblehead, alike at homo upon land or water, alike ardent, patriotie, and wutlinching
whenever they unfuried the fiag of the country.”

Btarbuck, in his bistory of the Ameriean whale fishery, gives the following glowing trihute fi-
the public service of the whalemen of this country :

“Fow interests have exerted a more marked influence upon the history of the United States
thzn that of the fisheries.  Aside from the value they have had in a commercial point of view, they
have always been found to be the porseries of @ hardy, daring, and indefatigable race of seamen .
such as scarcely any other pursnit ceuld bave trained. The pioneers ol the sea, whalemen, were
the advance guard, the torlorn bope of civilization, TLixploring expeditions follpwed after to glean
where they had reaped. 1u ibe frozen geas of the north and the south their keels plowed to the
extremo limit of navigation, aud between the tropies they pursued their prey through regions never
before traversed by the vessels of a civilized comm®uiry. Holding their Hves in their hands, as it
were, whether iliey harpooned the leviathan in the deep or put into some hithelto unknown port for
supplies, no extreme of heat or eold could dannt them, no thought of danger hold them in ehieck,
Their lives have ever heen one continnal reund of hair-breadth escapes, in which the risk was alike
shared by officers and men, No shirk eonld find an opportunity te indulge in ghirking, no cowurd
a chanee to display his eowardice, and in their hazardous life ineompetents were specdily weeded
out. Many a tale of dauger and toil and soffering, startling, gevere, and boprible, has ilumined
the pages of the history of this pursuit, and searee any, even the bumblest of these brdy moviners,
but can, from his own experience, narrate traths stranger than fiction, o many ports, smong
bundreds of istandg, on many seas the Hag of the conutry from which they sailed wax irst displayed
from the mast-head of a whule-ship. Pnrsuing their avocation wherever & chanes prescnted, the
Ameriean flag was first unfurled in an English port from the decek of one American whulemnn, and
the ports of the western const of Sontl Ameriea first heheld thd Stays amd Ktripes shown as e
standard of another, 1t may be safely alleged that but for them the westert eecans wonli much
longer bave been comparatively pnknowi, avd with equal fratli may 1t be said that whatever ol
bonor or glory the United Stutes may bave wun in its explorations of’ these oveans, the vecessiy
for their explorations was a tribute wrang from the Government, though 1ol without caruest anl
eontinued effort, to the interests of onr mariners, who, for years before, iad pursued the whale i
these uncharied seas, and threaded their way wilh extremest care amony these nndeseribed
islands, reefs, and shoals. lnto the field opened by them flowed the trade of the civilized wor b
In their footsteps followed Christiauity, They introduced the missionary to Dew spheres of usefu
ness, and made his presence tenable, Bays a writer in the London Quarterly Review: «Fle whale
fishery first opened to Great Britain a beneficial intercourse with the coust of Spapish Ameriea; it
Jed in the sequel to the independence of the Spauish colonies) * *
never might have fonnded our colonies in Van Deman's Land aml Auvstralia—or if we had we could
not have maintained them in thedr early stages of danger and privation. Moreover, our intimacy
with the Polynesians must bo traced to the same source. The whalers were the first that traded
in that guarter—they prepared the field for the missionaries; and the same thing is now in pro-
gress in New Ireland, New Britain, and New Zealand.! All that tho English fishery has dene for
Great Britain, the American fishery has done for the United States—and more. In war our Navy
has drawn apon it for gome of its sturdiest and bravest seamen, and in peace onr cormmercial marine
has fonnd in it its choicest and most skillful officers. In connection with the cod-fishery it achooled
the sons of America to s knowledge of their own strength, and in its protection developed and

BREQ IV——=f

* ‘Bug for onr whalers, we
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intengifled that apirit of self-reliance, independence, and national power to which the conflict of from
1775 to 1783 war a natural and necessary resnltant.”

The Boston Journal of Commerce of January 24, 1879, in speaking of some of the old whalers
Bunk in Charlegton Harbor during the late war hetween the States, gives the following acconnt of
the capture of one of them from tho British:

“ The Corea came from England during the Revolution, boand for New York with army stores.
Putting into Long Island in a storm, & small vessel with nearly one hundred fishermen put out to
capture her, and, with only four men and 2 boy on deck, anchored on the fishing grounds, and
were apparently busy fishing when a gun from the Corea summoned her crew to run down to her,
and when alongside a part of the crew were made to bring their fish on board. "'While the English
sailors were looking at their prize one of the fishermen threw some fish on the schooner’s deck,
and the armed men swarmed up from the hold and on board of the Qorea, which was taken to New
Bedford, and eventually became a whaler.”

During the war of the rebellion the Navy*of the North, as has already boen stated, received
large accessions from among the fishermen of New England. Two or three companies of infantry
were recruited at Gloucester, the members of which were chiefly fishermen.

Capt. F. J. Babson, eollector of customs for the port of Gloucester, gives the following concise
statement of the relation which Gloncester has held, and still holds, to the United States as an ele-
ment in it system of coast defenses: ¢ TFor the defense of the Union in the late war it is esti-
mated that fifteen hundred nen went into the service frem Gloucester, two-thirds at least being
seafaring men or fishermen. The availability of fishermen for offensive war on a foreign nation
must be computed on the privateering basis. At least fifty swift-sailing steamers for privateering
counld obtain crews in Gloncester in one week, while service in the regular Navy is not, and never
will be, popular with our people. Our men desire chances for promotion, such as is possible in
the volunteer service in the Army, and the country, if she ever fights, must fight a war of the
people, by the people, and for thd people.”

There is an almost complete lack of statistics sbowing to what degree our fishermen rendered
service during the late war. It may be taken for granted that fishing towns furnished their full
guota to the Army for these wars, no distinction in the drafts between mariners and landsmen,
while all of them contributed a greater or less number of men to the naval forces of the north,
Most of the menr euntering the Navy, as well as a large number of those who joined the Army,
were volanteers, The extent to which fishermen were employed in the Navy is not under
stood, ¢ven by persons, not residents of fishing commaunities, who profess to be well informed on
snch matters. The fishermem usually went to large recraiting stations, such as those in Boston or
New York, and no record was made of their former occupation. After the war had closed, scarcely
8 fishing vessel aailed from Gleucester or any other large fishing port which had not m its crew
several veterans,

The following account of the resistance of a whaling captain to being captured by the Confed.
erate privateer SBhenandoah, ag recorded in the newspapers of the time, serves to illustrate the
dogged determination and courage of a New England whaleman. h

Capt. Thomas G. Young, of the Favorite, of Fairhaven, a man between sixty and seventy years
old, who had all his property invested in his vessel, loaded his bomb gans and other weapons and
took his stand on top of the cabin of his doomed vessel, and, when the Shenandozh’s boat came along-
side, drove her off by threatening to fire upon her. Captain Waddell, of the Shenandoah, ordered
his gunner to train a gan on the Favorite and fire low; but Young’s srbordinates, having in vain
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tried to dissuade the old bero from resistance, removed the caps from hir guns, and, taking & boat,
pulled off to the 8henandoab. Another boat was sent alongside and the officer in charge hailed
the old man and commanded him to sarrender.

The brief dinlogue which now took place was too foll of seaman's expletives to be repeaied in
this place. Captain Young defied the privateersmen, in the most emphatic words, and as the men
boarded hig ahip he leveled his huge bomb-gun and pulled the trigger; but the piece, which had
been tampered with, failed to explode and e was soon made a prisoner.

FIsgERMEN EXEMPTED FROM TAXATION IN OOLOKIAL TIMES—When the colonies of Massa-
chuagetts and Virginia were established, it seems to have been the intention of the English Govern-
ment to encourage tn every possible manner the establishment of fisheries ; in fact, one of the chief
objects of the Massachuseits colonies in seeking 2 station so far north uporn the coast was evidently
to gain increased facilities in the prosecution of this industry.

~ In the early history of the Masgachusetts eolunies may be found numercus acts whose direct
purpose was to enconrage men {o engage in the fisheries, Many of these provide for the exemp-
tion of fishermen from military service. The following law is recorded as having heen passed :

At the Generall Courte, houlden at Boston, the 22th of the 3th Me, called May, 16307 «All
fishermen, while they are abroad during fishing seasons, shipcarpenters, w'® follow that calling,
& millers shall bee exempied from training, yet they are to bee furnished with arms.”*

Again we find avother act passed:

tiAtt a Gennerall Courte held at Boston, 14 of October, 1657.” ¢ In answer to y® petieton of
Ed% Rainsford, Gamaliel Waite, John Shawe, Mathew Abdy, Richardéd George, John Peel,
Richard Hoilige, Richard Woodlouse, Bobt Linkhorve, Abell Porter, Peter Till, Abrabam
Browpe, Jn° Mellows, fishermen, humbly desiring that they may be exempted from traynings
daring time of the fishing season &g, the Conrt grants their request.”t

HUMANE SERVICES.~—lmportant services are coustantly being rendered by the fishermen in
the way of reseuning vessels and men in peril. The medal of the Massachusetts Humane Society
has frequently been awarded to fishermen, and in several instances valuable gifts have been
received by our fishermen from foreign Governments, especially from Great Britain, for services
rendered in saving the lives of British subjects. A long chapter might be devoted to recounting
instances of heroism, where lives have been saved by our fishermen at great risks to themselves
by acts of daring, which searcely any but men like our fishermen, thoroughly accnstomed to the
sea, wonld have dreamed of attempting.

¥t is a well-known fact that fishermen habitually take extraordinary risks in rescuing their
shipmates, or others, in peril. Whittier has unintentionally done & great injustice to the New
Fogland fishermen by the implications expressed in his poem, * Skipper Ireson’s Ride™:

Bmall pity for him! He sailed away

From 8 leaking ship in Chaleur Bay—
Satled away from b sinking wreok

With hie own townapeople on her deck.
“Lay by, lay by,” they called to him,
Back he answered, 8ink or swim,

Brag of your catsh of fish again 1”

And off he aailed through the fog and the raint
014 Floyd Ireson, for his hard heart,
Tarred and feathered and carried in a eart
By the women of Marblehoad,

*1639. The legislature of Massachusstts passed sm act to free from all duties and public taxes all estates em-
ployed in oatohing, making, or transporting fsh. All fishermen, during the sesson for business, and all ship-baildera
were, by the same set, excused from trainings. [Hutch,, I, 92.] Helmes’ Amsrican Annals, 1105, vol. §, p. 312,

1 Renords of Massechusetts, vol. iv, Part I, page 312,
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As a matter of justice we print in a foot-note what is doubtless a trne review of the facts
of the cage; it appeared in the Marblehead Statesman.*

* BEYPPER IRESON.

Many a timne when traveling away from bis native hesth the writer has met individuals whose only knowledge of
our good old town was that gained from reading the poem of Mr, Whittier which ia the theme of this axticle, When
the formula of intrednction hiad proceeded far snongh to sonounce that we were from Marblehead, the reply has too
often come, ¥ Oh! yes, Morble’ead, where old Flud Oirson for his hord hert was tar’d and feathered and corrid ir a
cort.” 8o often has this been repeated thut there grew within uas a feeling of exasperation, and the very name of
Whittier had an unplessant sound. This experience gave ue the firm resolve that, if opportunity ever offered, we
world plate upoen record the protest of ome Marblehoader against the libel apon hie native town and the insel wpon
the fair fame of her noble women. We have heen forestalled in our ariginal design by the publication of the troe story
of Skipper Iruson’s ride, by Mr. Samnel Roads, jr., in his ¢ History and Traditions of Marblehead.” Immediatety upon
the publication of the history hy Mr. Koads, the poet sent him & letter, in which be gracefully acknowledges the truth
of the story as told by Mr. Roads, and bears téstimony to the honaorable record of cld Marblehead, Mr. Roads’s atory
is sa follows:

“On Bunday, Octaber 30, 1808, the schooner Betty, commanded by S8kipper Bapjmmin Ireson, arrived from the
Orand Banke, Sheortly after their arrival the crew reporied that st midnight on the previens Friday, when off Clape
Cod light-house, they passed the echooner Active, of Portland, which was in a sinking condition, and that the skipper
had refused to render any asaistance to the unfortunate men on board the wreck. The excitement and indignation
of the people upon the reception of this news can be better imagined than described. Two vessels, manned by willing
volunteers, were immediately dispatched to the seene of disauter, with the hope of their arrival in time to save the
phipwrecked sailors. But their mission wae a failure, and they retorned with no tidings of the wreck. The resent-
meut of the people was still further proveoked when, on the following day, the sloop Swallow arrived, having on board
Captein Gibbens, the maater of the ill fated schooner. He corrohorated the atory fold by the erew of the Betty, and
stated that the Aciive sprung aleak at abont 1] o’vlock on Friday night. An hour later the Betty was epoken, ‘but,
contrary fo the principles of humanity,” ghe aailed away without giving any sesistance. On Saturday, Captain
(iibbons and three of the passengers were taken off the wreek by Mr. Hardy, of Trure, iz a whale-boat. Feur other
persons were leit on the wreck, but the storm increased ae¢ rapidly that it was found imposaible to return to their
rescue. Captain Gibbona was placed on board the revenmne catter Good Jutent, and afterwards went on board the
sloop Swallow, ir which he came to Marblehead, }

“This statement, by one who had so usrrowly escaped a walery grave, niade & deep impreasion upon the fisher-
men, and they determined to demonstirate their disapproval of Skipper Ireson’s conduct by a signal act of vengeance,
Accordingly, on » bright meoplight night, the nnfortunate skipper was suddenly soized by several powerfal men and
securely Lonnd.  He was then placed in a dory, and, besmeared from head to feet with tar and feathers, wes dragged
throngh the town escorfed by a multitnde of men and boys. When opposite the locality now known as Work-
house Recks the bettom of the dory came out, and the prisoner Iinished the remainder of his ride to Salem in a
eart. The zuthorities of that city forbade the entrance of the strapge procession, and the crowd returced to Marble-
head. Throaghout the entire proceeding Mr. Freson maintained a dignified ailence, and when, on arriving at hisown
beme, he was relesed from custody, his only remark was, ‘1 thank you for my ride, gentlemen, but you will live to
regret it.! His words were prophetic. When foo late to make reparation for the wrong they had committed, the
impulsive fishermen realized that they had perpeirated an act of the greatest injustice npon an innocent man.

“ At this Iate day, when for years his memory has heen defazned throughout the land, and the fair name of the
women of Marlilehoad has been aullied by the fiotitious story of oue of gur best New England posts, it is but just that
the true story of the affair should be written. Skipper Ireson wasnet more t0 blame than Lis crew, and, it is belteved,
not at all. When the wreck waa spoken and the cry of distress was heard, a terrific gale was blowing. There was &
consultation on Loard the Betty as to the course to be pursued, and the crew decided not to endanger their own lives
for the sake of paving others. Finding that they were resolude in their determination, Skipper Ireson propesed to lay
by the wreok all night or unti] the storai should abate, and then go to the resene of the unfortunate men. To thie
they also demnrred, and insisted on proceeding an their homeward voyage withont delay. Oan their arrival at Marble-
head, fearing the just indighation of the people, they laid ths emtire blame apon the skipper. This version of the
uifair is generaily pocepted as true, and for the credit of the town, be it said, that it is one of {he few incidenis in its
entire history that its citizens have any reason to regret.”

Mr, Whittier’s latter is as follows:
* QAR KNOLL, DawvErs, Fifth-month, 18, 1630.

My DEar FRIEND : I heartily thunk thee for a copy of thy ‘ History of Marblebead.” I bave read it with great
interest and think good nse bas heen made of the pbundant material. No town in Essex Connty hae s record more
honorable than Marblehead ; nv one has done more te develop the indastrial interest of our New England seaboard,
and certainly none have given such ovidence of self-saorificing patriotism. I am glad the story of it hes been at last
told, and iold so well. I have now no doubt that thy version of Skipper Ireson 18 a correct one, My verss was solely
founded on a fragiuent of thyme which I heard from one of my early schoolmates, a native of Marblehead. I supposed
the story o which it referred dated back at loast a century. I knew nothing of the particulars, and the narrative of
the ballad was pare faney. I am glad for the sake of truth and jnsties that the real] facts are glven in thy book. T
certainiy would not knowingly do injnatice to any one, dead or living,

“ I am truly thy friead, . “JOBN & WHITTIER.”
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Numerous instances of humane acts by fishermen are on record; a velume enuld be filled in
their parration, and we guote here two or three as examples of uany: .

About the year 1863 a fishing schooner, commanded by Capt. Thomas Dench, of Gloucester,
encountered a heavy gale on George's Bank, in which she was driven from her anchorage and met
with some damage, losing among other things a boat. Boon after the gale began to moderate, and
while yet the sea was very rongl, she fell in with a British vessel in o sinking eondition. Not
having any boat, it was a problewt how the fishermen conld suceeed i resening the imperiled crew.
This they did by taking some of the ice-house planks which were in their vessel’s hold and naiting
them to the bottom of a gurry-pen.* With this imperfect bout they succeeded in rescning the crew
irom the sinking vessel and brought them to Gloucester. TFor this humane and daring act, per-
formed under sueh diffieult circumstances, the captain was awarded a very fine telescope by the
British Government.

The following paragraph, from the Cape Ann Advertiser, April 22, 1881, gives an idea of the
nature of the rescues which are frequently made:

A DARING DEED—1WO GLOUCESTER MARINERS RISK THEIR LIVES TO RESCTE A COM-
RADE.—The two men who went from the schooner Star of the Bast, Captain Dowdell, to rescoe
Albert F. ¥itch on Brown's Bank on the 3d instant, as narrated in our last issue, were Michael
Doyle and Joseph Hackett, and they are deserving of great credit. Titeh was washed overboard
while engaged in dressing fish, the sthoouer being at anchor upon the Bank, and was fortunate
enongh to cateh hold of a shifting plank which was washed overboard, on which he succeeded in
keeping afloat for an bour and ten minutes before being picked up. [This is probably an error in
regard to time.] It was blowing a heavy gale from the northwest, with a strong tide running to
leeward, and any attempt to go to his Tescue was fraught with great peril. Bot, unmindful of the
serious risk, Doyle and Hackett jumped into an old dory and started away before the wind and seu
to rescue their imperiled comrade. After they got him on beard of their frail boat they found i
absolutely impossible to return to their vessel, but succeeded in boarding the schooner Joseph O,
which was also lying at anchor on the Bank. It took some three hours of constant labor, affer
arriving on board the Joseph O., to resuscitate Fitch, and the three men remsined on beard the
latter vessel from Sunday night until Tuesday afternoon, when the Star of the East was signalized
and ran down and took the men on board.”

The Cape Apn Advertiser, of the same date, also eontains the following note:

“ RuooaN1TioN oF BRAVERY.—Collector Babson has received the sum of $150 from the Massa-
chusetts Hamane Society, to be handed over to the crew of the fishing schooner Laura Sayward,
of this port, for their heroie conduet in reseuing the crew of the British schooner Maggie Blanche,
in the midst of a furious gale on George's last September. Two of the crew, Jumes Lord and Dean
Orockett, who went in a dory and took off the captain and mate of the Maggie Blanche, who were
lashed to the wreck, will also receive the medals of the society, It wiil be remembered that the
men named have also received bandsome watches from the British Government in recognition of
their bravery. The Maggie Blanche was bound from Digby to Barbadoes; her owner, who was on
board, and two of her crew, were drowned. The master, Capt. Jobhn C. Winchester, and mate,
Thomnas Lewis, were lashed to the deck when the wreck was discovered by the Laura Sayward.
Capt, James Moore, master of the latter vessel, finding that the wreck was likely to sink before
the men could be rescued, promptly cut his cable to allow lis vessel to drift, and Crockett and
Lord put off in a dery, at the risk of their lives, and saccored the imperiled mariners.”

* A gurry-pen is an oblong pen on the deck of the vessel, ubually 12 feet by 4 or 5 feet, and withont any hotiom,
which is secnred to the deck by lashings. Inthisis pat the offal of the fish, or fish-gurry, while the vessel is on the
Baak,
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43. COSTUME OF THE SAILOR FISHERMEN.

Fifty years ago the costume of onr fishermen was similar to that of the average European
fishermen of the present day. Indeed, dmong the early records of the Plymouth colony we find
mentioned a number of articles of fishermen’s clothing sent over by the English capitalists who
interested themselves in the development of the fisheries. A writer in the ¢ Fisherman’s Memorial
and Eecord Book” describes the dress of the Gloucester fisherman in the olden time as follows: It
consisted generally of the tarpaulin hat and monkey-jacket or Guernsey frock (sometimes both);
the barvel, a stout apron of leather, and the ponderous fishing boots, of astonishing breadth of
beam, made of the thickest of russet cow-hide, with tops turning up high over the knees, which,
though cumbrous and heavy, constituted an efficient protection against cold and wet.”

The fishing dress chiefly in use at the present time is much lighter, more comfortable, better
fitting, and better made thanr that worn by any other class of sea-faring men, except by sailors in
the Navy aud on yachta. At the Fishery Exhibitions at Berlin and London were exhibited a num-
ber of garments of rubber and oiled cotton which excited much interest. Not only was the excel-
lence of the material a subject of gensrul remark, but patterns of these garments were requested
by public officers interested in infroducing them into use in the fisheries and naval marine of Nor-
way, Russia, and Germany. The contrast between the American clothing and the heavy leather
garments shown in the Norwegian, Danish, German, and Ddteh sections was very striking.

The dress of the fisherman at the present day, with the exception of waterproof articles, con-
sists of trousers, waistcoat, and coat of some woolen fabric. The coat is, however, very frequently
replaced by a monkey-jacket or reef-jacket of a heavy woolen fabrie, and, in warm weather, a
Jjumper, or loose jacket of calico, ginghain, or wool, similar to that worn by batchers. Their under-
clothing is nearly alwags of some stout wool, and their feet are covered with woolen socks. The
ordinary coverings for the feet, when the men are off duty in the cabin, or when on deck in warm
weather, are heavy leather slippers. The head covering is generally a wide-awake or slouch hat of
felt, though every kind of hat or cap seen on shore is used upon the fishing vessels. A close fitting
cap of dogskin or lambskin, with flaps for protecting the face, ears, and back of the head, was
formerly conmonly worn in cold weather. This cap is still oceasionally nsed in winter, but a broad-
brimmed hat of felt, chip, or straw is in more general use in pleasant weather.

The outer garments of the fisherman, worn when he is at work, are put on over his ordinary
clothing. Since they are pecnliar in shape they will be deseribed separately:

Oil trousers and jacket.~~The tronsers are made very large apd are provided with an apron
which covers the entire front of the body with a double layer of cloth, extending high up on
the chest and held in that position by straps passing over the shoulders, It has wings or flaps
extending back upon each side of the hips, which are buttoned or tied with & string at the front
of the waist.

The oil-jacket is a double-breasted garment, shaped much like a peajacket. It has upon the
right-hand gide an extra flap, called the “ weather piece,” which buttons over the flap on the left
side, thus effectually excluding the water. The collar is about thres inches wide at the back and
is intended to stand up and button closely around the neck. Thege are sometimes lined with
flannel. _ *

The sow'wester.—This g a hat of the ordinary sou’wester pattern. Thers are seversl shapes
in use among our fishermen. The Cape Ann sou'wester is regarded by the fishermen aa better
than any other, .

The jumper—This is a light oil-cloth garment shaped like s shirt, but with the smallest
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possible opening at the neck and buttoning closely round the wrists. It extends down to the Lips
and is worn outside of the trowsers. This is worn instead of the oil-jacket in warm weathe;,
especially by men dressing fish.

The barvel.—This is a stout apron of oil-cloth. The barvel is made in different shapes:
(a) the barvel proper, which is an apron of heavy oil-cloth, extending from the waiat downward to
below the boot-tops, and upwards, in a flap, almost to the neck, and is held in that position by a
strap passing around the neck. The flaps almost meet, at the back and are held i place by two
strings which eross each other at the small of the back, passing around the body and fastening in
front, It is generally used in place of the *pants,” especially when cod fishing in summer, and
sometimes when dressing fish, and is oecasionally worn in connection with the jumper or the
Jacket; (b) the petticoat barvel, which is in general form like the ordinary barvel, but bas 4 much
larger flap, closed at the baek and extending under the arms. It extends bigher up on the
waist than the ordinary barvel. This has but recently come into use amoug our fishermen, bat is
cssentially the same ag the garment worn centuries ago by the French and Englsh fishermen in
the Newfoundland and Labrador fisheries. These fishermen used to stand inside of u barrsl
when dressing fish, and the petticoat hung over the outside. The petticoat barvel is chiefy iu use
among the hand-line fishermen and the seiners.

Oil-sleevos.—These are false sleeves fastened tight about the wrist and extending high up
on the arm, generally secured at the shoulder with a batton. They are used by the men while
dressing fish and hauling the seines or engaged in any other work in which the arms are likely to
get wat.

Monkey-jackets and mufflers.—There is comparatively little difference in the temperature on the
fishing grounds in summer and winfer, especially on the distant grounds where eold fogs constantly
prevail, and where, ag the fishermen express i, the year is made up of nine months' winter and
three months late in the fall. The monkey-jacket is substituied in the coldest weatber for the
jumper, and sometimes both are worn together. The only special provision for comfort is a woolen
muffler, or comforter, with which the neck and face are enveloped,

Roots.—Tishermen's boots are either of leather or rubber, the latter material being in more
general use in winter, while leather is chiefly worn in summer. Ordinary rubber boots, costing
from $3.50 to$5, are commonly used. The hip boots are sometimes, thongh not frequently, worn.
Among the Bank fishermen boots of russet leather are preferred to the black ones, but whether
red or black, the leather fishing boots are generally of thick cowhide or ¢ grain-leather,” with very
heavy soles. .

Guality of oiled clothing.—The oil.clothes made in New Ingland are acknowledged to bo the
best in the world. The oil is applied with more skill, the materials are better, and the patterns
the most convenient. Both double and sin‘glﬁ thickness of oil-cloth are nsed, the latter chiefly in
summer. All of the garments described, except the barvels, are also made of rubber, and are fre-
quently used by the fishermen. These wear longer and are preferred in winter because they do not
stiffen or crack iu cold weather; the price, however, is considerably bigher. The cost of a jacket
and “pants” of oil-cloth, in 1880, was from $3 to 83.50, A corresponding suit of rubber costs about
$10. _

HAND covEBINGS.—A variety of coverings for the hands are in use:

(@) Woolen mittens.—These are made of coarse yarn. Inappropriate as it may seem, they are
almost always white, colored mittens being considered by some fishermen anlacky or *Jonahs”
The more liberal fishermen respect the prejudices of their companions. These mittens are nsed
uot only for warmth but as a protection to the hands when dressing fish. They are always
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washed after the work of dressing the fish is finished. Men going on a long ermise provide
thewmaselves with several pairs of these mittens. They may be bought in the shops for about 50
cents a pair, but are often made by members of a fishermanw’s family.

(V) Colton mitiens,—These are shmilar in shape to the woolen mittens; they are made of pieces
of cotton drilling sewn together, and, like the woolen mittens, are white. They are used principally
for dressing mackerct in (e snmmer season and Landling the sejues, being cooler and wore com-
fortabie in warm weuther than those made of wool. The cotion ones cost abont 23 cents a pair,

{¢) Hubber mittens.—These are sometimes lined with flannel, and when not so lined are made
very harge in ovier to fit over the ordinary woolen mittens. They are used {o »n Hwited extent by
the winter fisheninen amd cost about 81 a pair.

{dy Od-mittens.—These are usnally made of stoat corton drilling and oiled. They are tsed in
the same manner a8 the nnlived rubbwer anittens, being worn over woolen mittens. JThey cost about
U cents a pair, :

{e) Mackerel glores.—These are made of woolen yarn amd resewble mittens, exeept that the
forefingers have separate coverings. By this arrangement greater freedom of motion is allowed to
furefineers of men whao are eviscerating or “ gibbing? the mackerel

(fy Hand-kawlers—These are tight-fitting gloves of woolen yarn, with long wrist pieces,
extending half way up the forearm, and very short finger and thumb stalls, These are uged by the
hand-line ishermen in the winter, being worn with the mnippers, described below. The short
finger-stalls are supposed to faeilitate the free nuse of the fingers in baiting the hooks. Tle hand-
haulers are not sufficiently common to be kept for sale in the shops. ’

(g} Nippers..—These resemble wristlets in general appearance, but are worn around thew
lower part of the fingers instead of around the wrist. They are knit of woolen yarn and, like the
mittens, are always white. They arve nsed by all trawl and hand-line fishermen, but not by mack-
erel bishermen. They are held in the holiow of the band, when the line is being hauled, for the
sake of greater ease in obtaining a grip. They are stuffed with woolen cloth in sach a manner
that there is a parrow crease in the center between the two edges, by the friction of which the
hand is aided in its effort to retain a grasp npon tbe line. Nippers are for sale in all the shops,
and cost B0cents a pair. Unlike ¢l the other articles of clothing and hand wear, the nippers form
part of the outfit of the vessel and are included in the “stock charges,” of which the erew pay
one-half. The only exception to this rule is the usage, which occasionally prevails, of giving a
suit of oil-clothes, at the expense of the vessel and erew, to an expert “#salter” for higservices on a
Bank trip. A halibut vessel, expected to be absent from port about six “;eeks, carries from a
dozen and a balf to twe dozen pairs of nippers, and the Grand Banker carries a still larger supply,
sometimes four or six dozen pairs. Large quantities of nippers are made by the fishermen’s widows
at Gloucester, to whom this industry affords a partial support. These women also knit some of
the mittens, though the greater part come from the maritime districts of Nova Scotia and Maine,
Nippers are also made by the young ladies of seaboard tewns for sale at church fairs,

(k) Finger-cots.-—These are separate finger-stalls of rubber or wool worn by mackerel fishermen
wpon the forefinger when hand-lining for mackerel. They are kept in the shops and cost about &
cents or 10 cents apieca. .

CARE OF CLOTHING.—The fisherman’s wardrobe is seldom stered in chests or trunks. The
pumber of wen living in the eabin and the forecastle renders it unadvisable te fill up the space
with furniture of this deseription. The skipper, however, sometimes carries a chest, or “dorkey,”
as the fishermen call it. The oil clothes, which form the bulkiest portion of the fisherman’s dress,
of which he carries two or more suits, cannot be stowed away in a confined space, but are always
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bung up in some convenient place, If they were put away wei they would motd, and if dry they
might heat and ignite; above all, it is necegsary that they should be ready for use at o moment’s
notice. Each member of the crew has his own nails or hooks upon which Lis oil clothes are alwaya
hung. The act of donning the oil-skin sait is called “oiling up.” Every man cdrries from two
to five changes of clothes, which le stows away Iin a canvas bag cailed o« clothes-bag” Couve
nience, as well as the fisherman’s prejudice against valises, causes this custom to be almost univer-
sally observed. The bag is about 18 inches in diameter and {rom 3 to 4 feet long amd is stowed
in the back part of the bherth. Some men use it for » pillow.

BED-CLOTHING ~ARotlier part of the lisherman's outfit, which may properly he considered i
conueetion with bis wardrobe, is his bed-elothing., Thig includes a mattress, or, more generally, a
sack of a coarse hempen fabric stuffed with straw, called a bed-sack. In Gloucester these ure
kept in the outfitting stores and are fornished by the owners and churged to the men; when filled
angd ready for use they cost $1.25. The other bed-clothing, furnished by the men themselves,
consists of blankets or quilts, of which each man carries one, two, or wore. The pillows are
staffed with feathers or straw, and are provided by the men. When a man changes from one
vessel o another he earries with him his clothes-bag, his bed-sack, and his bed-clothing ; hence
the common cxpression which is used to deseribe the man who is leaving a vessel snd who is said
to *jerk hig straw.”

SOORE CLOTHES.—~The clothes which the fishermen wear on shore are in no way peculiar.
The better classes in Gloucester live at horoe- or in their boarding-beuses; and after retarning
from a trip they cast aside their vessel clothing, and appear well dressed and well behaved-

44. FOOD ON THE VESSELS.

Mr. Oshorne gives the following list of stores carried by & Grand Bank eod schooner with a
erew of twolve men setting out for a three months’ ¢ruise:

T P R barrels.. 5 Coffer. .o pounds.. 15
| ) SO UPUPRPROIPNY ; ( FRP | Condensed milk (eans) oo vooan e aan. dozen.. 4
Pige knmekles oovoe oo veacen creai s ce i aaaaas do.... 1 Onions... . .cocvneincoot vimramanan oo-aabushel . 1
Butter ...... e et e s pounde_. 200 ; TPotatoes ..o anaai e do.... 10
070 OO PR OMIIUY ; | SO 1| 2 T barrel_. )
B2 T IR 15 . 3. JOR. - Dried apples ... e e immeianan de.... 1
BiCO o i eremaean eabramees s hashel.. 1 DI POBSE «ovv o an e cvraan caema ees Waghel.. 1
(0785 1Y Py do.... ¢ Essenco of lemon (bottles) ... ..ooooel cavnn. dogen.. 2
Indinm MRl coveen v o ves naen sannoonn -+ pouds.. 20 Raising covycen crncvevivrmaceravneeeen-m-.hOXEE. . 4
Hard-tack cTackerf.cov., eee cerennan-----.. bazrel.: 4 POpIOT oo ninr aa cceier mme e it e pounds.. 2
Cornestareh.. . ... oo papers.. 12 T L ORI T ¥ -
Baleratng. .o .. vaaannaacins cnn e pounds.. D Mustard.. o ...l iiiienceecnversemo. pOUnds.. 2
Baking powder {packages) vemameieccnseewsadozen.. 4 L3315 do... 1
B2 )% N UIPI R, 1. | T: DU | (B 15175 R dp.... 2
BIown BUZAT «.e.ccvreeccaes cmes eane--oc pOURAS.. 350 | Cassia ..ol . do.... 1
MOLASHOE «ocve ivrme cein s emnas s barrel.. 1 T boxes.. 4
TO% ot eee it cai e nsaaneeannmscnes ---.POBDAR., 20 NGBS .« v e i iiia e e aian aees pound.. %

In connection with his discussion of life on board the vessels, Mr. Osborae speaks of the manner
.in which theae articles are prepared for the table. He writes: “From a glance at the list of provis-
ions it is evident that, in the hands of a good cook, there is no reason why the erew should not be
provided with excellent fare, The table on board the vessel was very good indeed; the lack of
fresh provisions wag felt, but the bread and the butter, and, in fact, the fare generally, was far
better-than that of the Provincislg in thoe ports where we landed, I was surprised to find the
fishermen living so well, and spoke of it, asking if it were generally so. In angwer to this T was
informed that on our vessel living was not better than the average, and that the crews of many
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vessels fared far hetier, since, fishing opon grounds closer e the shore, they had more freguont
chapees of gbtaining fresh provisions.® )

In former vears ishermen did net fare so well as ot present.  Uapl, Gideon Bowley, of Prov-
incatows, mado his fisst trip to the Grand Bank sbout the year 1828, in the schoouer Plant. He
gives the fallowing mecount of the provisions earried by the vessel, aud the roating of Life oo board
whils fishing on the Tank : «The schooner Plant was a topaai] schooner of 63 tous O, M., carrying
cight men and a bog-cook.  The provisions for three monibs congisted chiefly of the {llowing arti.
clex: 1 taryed of fowr, 1 barreet of beef, § bareel af pocl, 20 bushels of roeal, 16 buskels of potittoes;
beans, dried apples, 1 barvel of molasses, 1 Darrel of rons, 2 cords of wond fer nse in the firepluce,
awd 46 barrels of waler. Sometyoes {hey carvied no flour, and then the larder was aiways sopple-
mentad by two or thies barrels of raw. Fhe vessel had a large open fireplane in the foreeastle,
i which over » wood-fire the vooking was done.

# e dadly coutine of meals was av follows: Breakiust at 7.20 . m., cogsisting of brown bread,
fish chrowder, rad toa and enffee, awertoned with melasses,  Whean thero was 5o fish the chewder was
replaced by a dish ealled ‘smotherstion,” conposed 8t potatoss and galt heel. Dinnesat 12, Webad
samctimes sougs, either mude of salf beat with rice in it, pea soop ar been soup.  Nothing under
heaven but bolled beans. Brown bread, boiled potatoces, boiled beef twiee 2 weel, Wednesdays
and Susdays {when thers was beef enough).  Wheu there was no fish on the table there was sowe-
thing sise, sueh ag corned fsh sud yotatoes, or fried fish. Supper at 6: brown bread apd the fish
or whatevas else was left over from dinper” -

Capt. Chaster Mare gives the &tlowing descripiion of the thre on board the fisbing vessels of
Gloucester abont 1ha year 1830 $The Gloueester flest nombered ahout fifty boats, most of thew
*Chebacvce boats® or ‘dog-bodies’ and piukies. The maanver of living on board of the veasels
wag very simple; the food wak mostly fisk, no mest at alf, and vo 26ft bread ; no butber nor sugar,
noy knife or fork unfess we narried them vuresives. Eoch man had a pan and » mug. We had
Black fea boiled in ap irow kettle. We bad our food i one tin pan, and each man had 2 spoos
ang we'd all sit ‘rownd and cul cur vietuals ot of it, We nsed {0 make our own matehes ont of
pine wood and solphny, 1 shall never forget the first timea | went to the Bay of Baint Lawretes.
Ater 1 wend ois bosrd T asked the shipper bow Jong bo had taken stores fir; he answered, for
about four maothe. When | got 4 chanee 1 went down fute the kold to see what ha had, and this
was what I fonnd: 24 barrels of molassca, 14 barrels of hard hread, 3 hacrel of salt beed, § barrel
of pork; rice, potatues, bBeans, pepper, and chocolatn, |

» This was for four wosths, We ueed to boll our chocolate with rice, in o port of pudding. 1
us¥ar 53w 5 bit of sugar on vessels for years—-nothing bot molasses. The whole cutfit d4id not
cost $200. We lived jint so to bome as we did on board of the vessels, pretty much”

Tha fiskermon of former days employed, & cook, 8 boy &f from twelve to sixteen yearn, whase
pay waa almost pothing,  Obp Ewopean fishing vessely the practice of haviog a oy for vool is siill
aniversal, The cook of New Togland vossels af the present day, en the contrary, is ope of the
most important wen on boaed ; with the singlo exception of the captaisn, be is the best paid man on
the vessed, anid s often given a <lay ™ that makes his remuncration quite egnal to that of the gkip-
per.  Heis therefore expeeted to ba o skillinl ecok 20@ 4 generally eapdble and reliabls man, and
to hit is wsnally introsted the responsible duty of suming the guantity of the provisions which be
which ba seleats and tales au board for vay given eraise.

ARl the memwbers of a schooner’s vrow, from the captain to the amaliest boy {if any boys are
sarried], ast st the one table, sud fave precisely alike, The sook slpost always decides what he
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shall prepare for each mcal, and if he be well gnalified for his work the dishes are sufficiently
numercns and varied to suit any bnt the most fastidious appetito.

Balted or corned meats are vow always carried, though mosé vessels on leaving port take more
or less fresh meat, und some which are engaged in market fishing hiave more fresh meat thap any
other kind, Hard bread is rarely or mever used, except to make puddings. The “soft tack”
made o1 the fishing vessels eften eqnals in excellence the best bread that can be olstained on shore,
Caunned milk, eggs, frait, und other delicacies are often carried.

There ¢un be no guestion that fisliermen, ordinarily, are provided with muoch better foed than
the people of the same class engaged in shore parsuits, To the improvement in the food is per-
bups doe the greater longevity of the fshermen, and the long period during wlich they may be
actively engaged iu o sea-faring life.  The changes in the manner of fitding ous the fishing vessels
have been slow. 1t is said that the Marblehead and Beverly fisheren began the iunova
tions by carrying extra supplies of provisions, the property of individeal members of the erew.
Sometimes every man would have his own Dirtter tub and can of sugar on bourd,  Gloucester has
always taken the lead In improving the food of its fishermen, and, as early as 1870, vessels woere fitted
out frown that port in much the sume manner as at the present time,  The introduetion of canncd pro-
vigions las been of great importance to the fishermen, and, of course, there is dissatisfuetion at the
change ou the part of many of the older meu, who think that their suceessors areindulging in need-
less luxury, aud also on the part of some of the ficters npon whom falls a portion of the inercase in
the expense; such articles as milk and eggs are, however, paid for by the crew. There is, of
wourse, sonle fonndation for the feeling that the profits of the business are decreased by this wore
expensive style of living, but it is also trne that men of the better class would not be willing to
submit fo the privations and hard fare endured by their predecessors,

The shrewdest fishery capitalists have satisfied themselves by experiment ami observation
that it is to their interest to provide their vessels with good provisions and & geod cook, aud to
keep their vessels in the bLest of order generally, sinee by these means they secure good ren,
who are coufented to remain ip their service. Those firms in Gloucester which bave a reputation
for liberality have no difficalty in securing any men whom they may desire to have in their service.

One of the moat striking changes is that ardent spivits are no longer supplied as a part of ihe
outfit of the vessel, The history and significance of this change is discussed elsewhere,

On some of the smaller vessels of the New lingland eoast. sueh as those employed in the shore
tisheries of Maing, apd wany of the Boston market boats, the firc is probably little better than in
the olden times, Some of the vessels aro correspendingly antiquated in their rigging and outfit, and
the fisliermen retain many of the characteristies which have been referred to in eennection with the
offshore fishermen of olden days. The fishermen of France still live in the old way. Qur vessels
on the Grand Bank are sometimes boarded by the crews of the French bankers, who look upon
them much as the bungry sehool boy looks upon the baker’s shop.  They eagerly ask for soft bread,
which they consider o laxury.

The American fishermen undoubtedly fare better than any other elass of sea-faring men, except,
perhaps, the officers of merchant vessels.

) 45, DISEASES AND LONGEVITY.

DISEASES OF FISHERMEN,—The most common diseages among the fishermen of Gloucester are
consumption, rheumatism, typhoid fever, and dyspepsia; but the pure air which the men breathe
nnd their active lives save them from many of the ailments which are cominon upoun shore, As
might naturally be expeoted from the exposure to which they are subjected, cousurnption is the



92 FISHERMEN OF THE UNITED STATES.

most prevalent disease, but since they are well fed this digease is mueb less common than would be
sopposed. Aun expericneed physician of Gloucester says that consumption is espeeially prevalent
among youny men under thirty-five years of age.

Colds are somewhat prevalent in severe weather, though many fishermen have the idea that

if they go to sea with a cold it will disappear as soon as they get out of sight of land,
- The occurrence of dyspepsia is accounted for, by one who knows, in the following manner:
“Tishermen eat from three to five meals 2 day, and mug up between meals whengver they can get
a chance, and in rongh weather, when they are gettinug no exercise, they frequently eat a heaxty
meal and lie dowre immediately; this injndicious course results in many eases in chromie indi-
gestion.” ]

Rheumatism frequently results from exposure to cold and wet, and men who are engaged in
packing fish in ice arc especially liable to this complaint,

As is always the case on shipboard, there is much irregularity, and bowel complaints aro very
prevalent; and this also has its effect upon (bhe health of the men. The dissipation inte which
some of the crews plonge when upon land has an injurious effect upon their constitutions, and
breaks down many stroug men,

Cases of nervons exhanstion are not at all uncommon, especially among skippers snd fisher-
men who are ambitious for promotion or to become wealthy. This is particalarly ocbservable in the
halibut fishery, in which the skipper, while making passages to and from the Gshing grounds, is
constantly watchful and wakeful for many days and nights, and sometimes does not remove his
clothing for many days. The immoderate use of tobaceo is believed, in some cases, to have aggra-
vated the effects of such over-exertion. Strong young men, in this way, break themselves down in
the course of three or four years, so that they are obliged to turn their attention to less arduous
branches of the fisheries. The eustorn prevalent among cod fishermen on George’s of fishing night
and day in order to be “high line,” or first in success among their shipmates, is also wearing
in the extreme, and does not fail to tell upon the constitutions of those who practice it. The
exhausting character of the halibut fisheries, indeed of the winter fisheries generally, may be
jndged of from the fact that men over forty-five years of age rarely engage in them except as
masters of vessels, young bleod apnd strong limbs being necessary; and those who have not sueceeded
in attaining to the dignity of skipper before reaching that sge, having become exhausted by the
arduous labors, seek either some other hrawch of the figheries in which there is less hardship, or
some employment on shore.

Mepromwes.-—Al the first-class Gloncester fishing vessels carry medicine chests, but the judi-
cions use and proper coudition of these depend upon the skipper, who usually administers any
remedies which may be needed. These medicine chests are fitted up by reliable druggists in
Gloncester, especially for the needs of the fishermen, and are accompanied by a book of instrre-
tions, by the aid of which any intelligent man can preseribe for the diseases to which fishermen
are liable. Aperients, cathartics, purgatives, salves, and liniments are the remedies most fre-
quently called for, Next to those come expectorants and other congh medicines, The only surgi-
cal instrument which accompanies the outfit is the lancet.*

“ A typical medicine-chest was exhibited in the American sections at the International Fishery Exhibitions of
Berlin and London. Xt is described in the catalogue aa follows:

FISHEEMAN'S MEDICINE-CHEST.—TLis chest is filied and ready for use, The contenta are: 1, sulphur; 2, ereamln
of tartar; 3, epenm salts; 4, arrow-root; 5, chamomile flower ; 6, flax-seed; 7, fax-seed meal; o, biearbonate of soda;
9, Turner's cerata; 10, wercurial ointmest; 11, basilicon ointment; 12, gimple vintment ; 13, glyeerine ointment; ]:49
extract of paregoric;. 15, extract of vitriol; 16, landanum; 17, Fryars bslsam; 18, essenco of peppermint; 19, spirite
of niter; 30, baleam copaiba; 21, sulphuric ether; 22, syrup of squills; 23, soap liniment ; 24, spirite of lavender; 5,
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MARINE HOSPITALS.—There Is no provision for the reception of invalided fishermen into
hospitals. Vessels sailing under a fishing license pay no hospital dues, and so far as we can learn
bave no hospital privileges. In early eclonial days New England fishing vessels were obliged to
econiributo to the gupport of the Greenwich Hospital in England, but this abuse was remedied in
1760 upon the representations of Mr, Tairfax, collector of Salem.*

The hoapital at Halifax, Nova Scotia, uffords a refuge to our fishermen such as they eannot
find in an¥ of enr own ports.

DISEASES OF WIIALEMEN AND BEALERS.—Seurvy appears to be the commonest disease among
the erews of whaling vessels. This is caused by au exeess of salt in their {ood, and rsually begins
to show itself about six or eight months after the vessel has left the home port. The principal
symnptoms of scurvy among the men belonging to the South Sen whaling vessels is in the swelling
vp and sofiening of the limbs of the suffercr. This disease affiects the crews of whalers in the
Arctie 8eas in a very different way, the limbs of the sufferers turning hlack and shriveling in size.
Seurvy often leaves sequelme which render the victims lame for life,

The venereal disease i oot unnsual ou whalers for a few months after a stay in port: This
ttisease 18 rarely met with among the crews of the fishing vessels.

Tho sealing erews from Stonington and New London engaged in the eapture of fur seals and
sea elephants in the Aptarctie, abourt Cape Horn, and in the Southern Indian Ocean, are suliject to
diseuse from exposare, and, worst of all, they are afflicted with scurvy, A veterao sealer tells us
thiat in all Lis exporience Lie never had his ecrew sufter from scarvy, because he required them to
subsist largely on geal meat, which he eonsiders a sure preventive of thuat disease,

In cases of sickness on board of whaling vesscls the captain sand mate have charge of the sick.
Medicine chests are earried, usually larger than thoze on the Gloucester fishing vessels, and the
patients are preseribed for by the aid of av accompanyivg book, which containg instractions
snffigiently explicit to enable any man of intelligence to treat such sicknesses as ordjnarily afiliet
men at sea.

LoneEVITY..—In former days, when the mackerel fishery was eacried on by hand lining, it
was not infrequent for boys to begin their fishing life at ten or twelve years of age, und two or
three such were usually found on every mackere] vessel; but at preseut boys are rarely shipped
until they have attained 1:} manly stature and the age of ffeen or sixteen. A smart young man
of American parentage is likely to have won his position as master hefore le is twenty-five years

spirits of eamphor; 26, apivits of hartshorn; 27, tinetnre of rhubatl ; 29, tinctura of hark ; 99, wine of antimony ; 30,
merenrisl selution ; 31, muriatic tinetore of iton ; 32, Beidlitz mixture ; 33, castor-oil ; 34, purging pil’s; 35, g arabic;
36, blue pills; 37, opivm pills; 32, fover powders; 39, calomel aud jalap ; 40, Dover's powders ; 41, quinine ; 42, ipscac;
43, calomel; 44, tincture of myrrh; 45, thubarh 46, maguesiag 47, Peruvian bavk; 47 fartar emetic; 44, powdered
eulwbs; 50, uitrate of potash; 51, sngar of lend ; 52, white vitriol; 53, blne vitriol; 64, tartarie asid; 55, red precipi-
tabe; 86, ahoe; 67, gom eawphor; 58, lodids of peiash; BY, lunar caustic; B2, laneet; (8, syringe; 64, the Mariner's
Medical Guide. (Honcester, dasg,, 1530, :

* November 7, 1723.—A letter from the Goneral Conrt to their agent, Francis Wilkcs, in London, contains this
paesage: * Ever since the Lax upon svamen celled the Rix-penny dnty for Greenwich Hospital has becn required hewe
there has beep some uneasiness, but of late it has ineressed very mueh npon the demanad of it from fishing vessels
that ge omt a fishing and many times return at night, and nover £o to any other port, but retorn into tho harbors of
Marhichead, Salem, Glonovste,” &o. Shortly Licfore this time, William Fairfax, collector of Balem, summoned some
of our fishermien for non-compliance with the ¢cunstom. Buits againet them were abated in our conrts. Mr. Fairfax
sent a representation of the matter to the British avthoritics. No” further demand of the Lind was wade for the
hospital money to 1760, sy a Beston Gazette of that yesr certifies. Fell’s Amials of Salem, vol. #, 2d ed., p. 217.

+ Mr. William Abbott, of Reckport, Mass., 44 years old, is very active and smart. He freguently goes ont in Lis
dory flabing, and into the woods nearly every day to bring ont hie burden of fire-wood.—Cape Ann Advertiser, Aptu

15, 188L
, Capt. John Paine EHavender, of Provincetown, has made fifty-eight voyages to the Grand Bank.—Gloucester

Telegraph, April 16, 1870,
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old, anl in seme instances by the time he ia eighteen years of age. A man who has not becomwe a
skipper by the time he is forty-five years old is usually thrown out of the more arduous fisheries and
seeks emaployment in thore requiring less exposore and fatigne.  Skippers, especially those engaged
in the mackerel and summer-market fisherios, often retain their positions uptil they have attained a
ripe old age: Capt, Chester Marr, for instance, over seventy ycars of age, and a great-grandfather,
is still actively engaged in the summer fisheries, and Capt. King Harding, of Bwampscott, who is
nne of the most successful masters in the well-known Swampscott market fleet, still holds his promi-
nent position. It very frequently occurs, however, that a skipper after reaching middle age engages
in some more lucrative employinent on shore, If he has been snfficiently fortunate in his career
as a fisherman to have laid np the necessary amount of eapital he may become a vessel-fitter;
otherwise he is likely to take some responsible position on shore in connection with the curing or
packing of fish. It is estimated that not over 12 per cent. of the skippers of the Gloucester fleet
are over fifiy years of age. This is rather an exeeptional ease, for the fisheries of Gloucester
are more arduous than those of other places. At Irovincetown and seme other ports there is
& much larger percentage of elderly men in command of the vessels and ameng the crews. In
talking with several elderly fishing captains of Provineetown we have gained the impression that
the career of activity and nsefulnhess is much lobger now among fishermen than it was at the
beginning of the present century. The Provineetown fisheries are not especially laberious or peril-
ous, yet we are told that fifty years ago a man forty-five years old was considered aged and only fit to
#it around ot shore and chop kindling wood and perform other homsehold tasks, while now a man
of forty-five is regarded as in his prime. This, of course, nay readily hé accounted for by the diffar-
ence in the character of the gecommodations on shipboard and the better quality of the food which
is now provided® As regards the actnal longevity of men who have cuggaged for the whole or part
of their lives in the fislierieg it is probably not less than that of men engaged in any other outdoor
pursuits. In Gloucester one mmay find dozens of hearty old men who have spent thirty or forty years
at sea, and similar instances way be found among the whaling captaing of New Bedford and Prov-
incetown; aud espeeially is this true in the ease of the retired fishing eaptains of Maine, of whom it
is (I comnon saying among their associates that they never die until some one kills them.” Even
in Naotueket roay still be found many veterans of the whale fishery so many years ago discontinued.
Of course, in considering these facts, we must bear in mind that the gbneral average of longevity
hag much decreased in corsequence of so many flshermen having lost their lives by accident in the
period of their greatest vigor and Liealth.

468. THE FINANCIAT. PROFITS,

DIVISION OF PROFITS.—In another section the manner in which the fishing vessels are fitted
out is discnssed, and the business arrangement or “lay?” according to which the expenses of the
outfit ave divided and the proceeds of the years work distributed- Here it is only necessary to
speak of the manner in which the fishermen are affected by these varions business arrangements
and of their personal relations to the fishery capitalist,

The more extensive and more profitable the fishery, the more necessary and natural is the
divisiou of the persons engaged in carrying them on into two classes—the capitalists and the
fishermae, -

*1n {he opinion of Capt. Gideon Bowlay, of Provineetown, u his yonihk men got nnscrviesable for sea afver they
pot 1o forty-five years, and were thought old meu. A man after forty-five conld not get a berth on Renk vessels, Now
they go up to sixty. After forty-five he staid ai home, wade fish apd tended lobster pots. Capt, Bowley attributes
this partly to the use of lignor. He has been on the Grand Bank when the vesssl carried two barrels of Medford, wms
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Prior to 1840 almost all the fishing vessels of New England were owned in large part by the
firshermen themselves. In 1850, in the larger ports, iike Gloucester, Portland, and Provincetown,
the control of the vessels passed to a great extent into the haunds of capitalists, or owners, as
they are called. In the smaller ports, including most of those on the coast of Maine and Connecti-
cut, the fishing vessels are still owned almost entirely by the fishermen themselves. In the whal-
ing fleet the change has not been so radieal. As might be supposed, this fishery has almoat
always been under the control of capitalists. The outlay for boilding and provisioning vessels so
targe and so long absent from port is ordinarily beyond the means of men who are willing to undergo
the hardships of the fishery!

At present, the majority of the vessels engaged in the Grand Bank cod fishery, hailing from
Provincetown, Plymonth, Beverly, and the ports of Maine, as well as many of those from Glouces-
ter, are manned chiefly by fishermen who are hired by the trip or paid monthly wages. In all the
other fisheries the crew, as a rule, * go upou shares,” receiving at the end of the seasou (but in
(HNonrester, and occasionally in other poris, st the end of the irip) a specified propertion of the
proceeds {rom the sale of the vessel’s catch.

The universal adoption of this practice in Gloucester has had the effect of drawing from other
porés many of the most capable of their fishermen. These men prefer to realize at once the amount
which they have earned rather than to wait until the cnd of the season, becoming indebted to the
capitalists for the supplieg needed by themselves and families, thus placing themselves somewhat

" at the merey of these men if they choose to be exacting. Thia is espeeially the case with the
younger men, who want théir money as fast as they earn it.

FISHERMEN’S EARNINGS.—The statistics of the Gloucester fisheries for 1879 show that the
ayerage earnings of each fisherman amounted to #1753, This amonnt, however, is below the aver-
age annual earnings, and dees Dot give a fair idea of the amount that ean be earned by a man in
a year, or of the amount that is ordinarily earned by a suceessful fisherman.

In the “T'isherman’s Memorial and Record Book” may be found the record of a large namber
of “big trips” in the George’s mackerel and haddock fisheries. In many inetances the share of
each member of the erew is mentioned. In the Grand Bank halibut fishery for salt fish, in one
instance, the vessel was absent twelve weeks, and the crew shared $286 each. In another, after
five months’ absence, £326; in another, after fourteen weeks, 8257 each.

Allusion is also made to “big trips” in the fresh-halibut fishery on the Banks, Inone instance
the “high line,” or most successful of the erew, realized $1,300 as bhis share of the year’s stock; in
another each of the crew shared $858. On a single trip in 1871 the crew shared $213 each, being
absent five weeks, and on another, oceupying nine weeks, $363. In another instance, on a trip of
thirty-four days, $236; iz another of twenty days, 8171; in another of fonr weeks, $161.

The largest amount made by one man on a George’s trip is recorded at $243. These trips
occapy from two to three weeks. Other instances are given where these trips yielded $125 to
$160. The largest season’s share mentioned was in 1865, when the ‘high line” made in the year
41,105, and the cook $1,402.

Mzch larger average shares have been made by successful mackerel men. Several instances
are mentioned in which the * high-liner’s” share ranged from $260 to &570 for a snmmer’s work.

In the haddock fishery, ocenpying four or five months of the winter season, instances are men-
tioned where the erew shared from $377 to $560 each.

Tt should be stated that in all of these instances the profits of the akipper of the vessel, includ-
ing captain’s eommission, are usually deable the share of any wmember of the crew.

It will be seen, also, that men engaging in sumwer ip the mackerel fishery, and in winter
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in the haddock fishery, have an opportunity of making a yearly profit considerably larger than
those mentioned,

The various cases just cited are, however, extraordinary ones, and the fishermen were re-
garded as unusually fortunate. A capable fisherman, with ordinary success, engaging in fishing
ut all seagons of the year, slionld make at least from ¥300 to $500. It is probable that the fisher-
men of those New ngland ports which do not engage in the winter fisheries do not, as a rule, make
more than half as muech.

The profits of the labors of the shore or boat fisherman are generally much less. In the
winter shore fisheries of Provincetown, in some seasons, the fishermen pay out more for bait than
tho fisk which they catel are worth, The price of clam bait at that port is 6 per barrel, aud,
sinee o barrel will last o dory only twoe days it is evident that their fishipg mnst be nniformly sue-
cessful to insure them the slightest profit.

UREDIT 8vsTEM.—In many fishing ports the ishermen Lecome largely in debt fo the men who
gupply them with boats, and provisions needed by their families wlile they are fishing, aad they
are often obliged to labor wnder considerable disadvantages, There is little evidence, however,
that the eapitilists are to blame for this, since they are gnite as dependent upon the vicissitrules of
the fisheries as the men to whom they supply the means of carryiug on the actnal work,

A ARBLEEFAD FISTTERMEN in 1834.—The financial condition of the fishermen of Marblebead
in 1834 was deseribed by a correspondent of the Marblehead Gazcette, as follows:

# 1 promised to lay before your readers the reasons why fishermen of this fown are unable to
giain more than a bare subsistenee by means of their laborious and dirogerous oceupation. Many
of the young fishermen are addicted to gambling and other bad habits which rednee their cirenm-
staneces. Not so with the older ones; they are an industrious and p ersevering class of men who
endeavor, by all the means in their power, to gain a livelihood and be independent. These men
have many obstacles to conteud agajnst Legides those common te us all; they bave to eontend
sgainst 1lwe speculators on fish; these men often get the fish for one-third part less than they are
wortiy, o aceonnt of their combining themselves aud frightening some one of the shoresmen with &
story respecttug the low price fish will shortly stand at; or perhaps the shoresman is interested, and
i make more money by selling part of the fish in his possession, thereby setting a stanpdard price
for others to sell af, und shortly after purchasing directly or indireetly the remainder and then
specutating upon it.  They also have to eontend against enormous prices levied upon stores and
provisions of all kinds for themselves while at seq, and their families at home. These, sir, are the
ciuses why the fishermen of Marblehead are always poor. Tt is easily seen that if the speculator
ix gnccessiul fu establishing his price that the tishermen will fare bat poorly, as the speculator will
not be conteuted with a small profit if he cau have o larger one. I therefore advise the fishermen
of this and all other towns to form societies for the purpose of protecting themselves, It is not
A hard matter for them to gain the ascendency, if they keep a bright eye to windward, and do not
trust A, B, and € with the management of their affairs.”





