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R-rrHE SAILOR FIRIJRRMEN OF NEW ENG-LAND.

33, SHORE EDUCATION.

HnlO(lLK A""in GIIrlWrn;~, -hi tIle ead,v duy" of tLc IHilssachusetts colonies the. eom,j jjl;hery

W;IJ' ow.' of t]w mo"! impOl'tant IlldlHltries UpOll wLieh tlu' IH'Dllic rclied 1'01' l;uPIHlrt. In tilli' early

rpeonb or til(' Plyrnoutll col (my ,llHI, later, ill th(~ variow, town l'ceonl.'l may oe found onlinaIJet's

tin' t1H~ \'s!aoJi"jm\t'lIt of in..c ,,('!H)ols, the teachers of which were to be I';upportetl II)' <lPllropri:thom~

fl'OlJI iii(' pnwecdf' of certllill pnillie fil>l.telT Jlri"'il(jgefl~ amI "irnilar pr()\'h,icms were much· for tIw
llJailJt.'ll;)lJC(' of "au able, g'odly minister':' an ageJlt of equal iUljlOl'taIlee ill the ~'(lneati()llal "ys/(\1lI

of tilt' culonists.

'nll.' i(l!lowing order is OIl record:

"\VlwTcal>, at {,lw Geneml Conrt of HiH JlajeHty 1lOhkll at ;\1:',\, T'l.nlloutb, in JUlw, lH70, tbe
(,OUI'I, U)lOIl d Ilt' utJu «eriour-; eOJlSil!l:~mtjoll, (lid freely givl~ a1ll1 grail t all <:\11011 proJir.M a,~ milllJ t, OJ'
"I lOll 1(1 aJlI1IlHll~' :weru(' to the eololly, fl'Ol)l timl' to time, for fisIJilJ~~ with IIph; or "ehJcf' at C,lpl'
Cnd for llIaek<:'fel, Iml'll'l, or herring", >10 '" • to b(' improved for and toward H free ;..;ehoo] in
"Ollllo\ t·OWJI."

'The l't'eonls of the I'J~'lll()Ulh eoltllly foIhow that. ill J nly, ](;7" tlw Capf' Cod fil:ibcry war-; let, for

Sl~,erj Yl'nl'~, at ,£;W per annum, to ('c'T'talu illlii villuu Is wllo are naillI'd, to l;"illP llla"kerel ami hail".

TII('~' Wl:~l'(' l'el'ltrieted to lal,(~ jlJ tlw Plymouth enlonil'lt", with tlWJll; amI if nOlle offer to admit.

«1 nUl getJ3, amI a portion of tlw pl'ofi tl:< of' tlw lJin; w h i(;h ac:eI'ued to the cololly ...ven~ d i!:!t.l'i bll teu t.o

tll(' sehool..."

For tlw mailltenaJlf:I' of a miuiiS!;cr :

;; '1'110 Ill'''i. Con rt, tJ/' A ;;sistant.r-;, holden att. Charle8towIl, Augu.\;t 2:.\, 10;)0, Oramen, that 1\1'
f'hiJlip~ [,I, llIllli"f"rJ ,;houltl JJaY;' aflowed him .3 IlogsJwad,.; of llJeale, 1 hogsueatl of maJtt:', 4 busheliH
of Indl'ull conH', 1 hUiShell of oatellwa!c', lmlft' all ]l\lllc1l'ecl of salt!:' th;lw; fill" apparelI, and nther
pm\'ir-;iolls, £:;0, or 1'1,. to Ilavl:' £40 gin'll him ill 11IOJl(',Y per allll\lIll to make lli,'" OWlle llrovisiolls il'
lit'" ehuf'P it tlJe ratJI<lr, the yeare to h<,!~iII the 1ir8t of ~eplemhel' llC~xt(,."·

Iu lHi;:~ iill' th(' >;uP])Ol't or a ministel' ill tlu; Plymouth l;ololJ.\' tiIe following order '\1'''8-

,; :'Ihul(\ am! eOlldllllp(! hy rue GelleraH Court JleM att Plymouth foJ' Ow ,JurisdietiOll of New
PI,Y JIIIIII (/1 tile Ulil'd of ,lunl:' Anll" W62. Thc' COl(!'! propo:.,;c~tl;it aH a tIling tlw,Y ,Judge wonld bee
\'l'ry eOIlIIJlldahll:' and heniticialJ to the 'j',)'WIW!> where God'!:! l'rovideulJl:' ",hall east aIly W]W,h'8; if
tlwy s lwu III agree to M'tt apal't sonw piut of e vcry such fish or oy le for the lncorl':lgl:'men t of an
a~ll(' (';'O(I!y .MillllPsr.er anHJllg"j, thelll.'~t

Frnlll tbat time until /lOW the New Ell~lalld coast towns, like tho"e of tbe intCI10r, have as a

rnk hefll weU lll"oyidell with frt'e sehool". 'l'lJese are -aMended by the boys until tht'y are 0111

C'llOUgll to p;o to f't'<t, and h.y the girlO! until t,hey are 8ixteen or seventeen ;veal's old, and sometirne!i
slill lon:;:;cr. It. if; (jnitt' usual for boy~ to engage in fishiug' iu i"llmmer and to attelld sellOol ill

winll'1', allli 80me 110 thi;; until the;y arrive at the agi', of manhood. Af'l a da!,;s the girls are alllloHt

alwa.~·1'\ hetter I:'dueated than the bo:,s, and the intelligence ilIld retitwment among the women alollg'

the coa;;t, some of WhOlU are always s(:hool teachers, seem!'! to a stf'll.llf:{er very noteworth;r. 1'he

l.'xedh'llt education or the WiH't' .1Ild mothers of the fi<ilJermen cannot, be without a very important

dT't'ct. 'l'lw people of HlO".t of the fishing yilJage,;; from the Bay of I<'uudy to New York are intel,
......_---~--~ ......_--

• Reoord~ of MMl<ll.obufItlttA, vol. j [lro&-164l), p, 73.
t PlymQuth Colany Rlloordfl, vol. xi, 16::s.-1682, LawOl', p. 186,



PLATE G.

.:
2;
'"t
::;
G
~

'"'" ~"'l

s '8
.:: '"... r;
~,

.:;> ,.;
~ I»
~~ ...
" .g,
""e l!
..s ...

Q

i:: :;:...
'" ~
.~ "
.;, ~
'" ""<>
:;:;:
...~
'":;;
"";0
c
C5



4V

ligelll awl l'l,fiIlPt] to a, llotim~ah]e degree, and ill IlHHly illl,tancN; to a i!l'lOfllt.'l' degT('('. than thost' of

Uw ll,erag\' agricultnral awl wmlllfactul'illg: eorllltllLlIiiies nf Hil' inU'riol",

FLTILle LlnJtA1UEI: A.'i]) J,yr,Bl'I1IH.-lll JlHlll~' of these villages Jj!fl'iil'[I'S <Iud l'euding'l"oOIliS

,Ire sn;,;tain.d th("otlghout the yt'al'. COllr,,(·s of Iyt~elllll h'ctlll'l'i<. al'l' k('pl up alld wdl atlelaj('d ill

Ihe winter.

III SOIll(' YiUag;r/!;, such, for iIl$tllllce, aN Pl'Oyilleetowl1, lit,erary "oeil'ties art' k('pl up iII til!'

wiuter, and readings, f'I';,~a.ni, alld h~etlln'.'\ by IIlt'rnlJel'." prm'idt, f'nt"rlailllllt'lll lin 11](' wN'kly IIlt,(,!

jug;;. III I>wyineetowIl keveral Ipdure;; Oil tile tisiwrie" IJan~ be('1) gin'll h.\' olle of the old tislwr­

mell of the place. ThnJUglJ tilt' ildha'IIt~e of 111(\ pmnors of tlH' chul'dw>;, "i<otiullh·s" an' nftl'lJ

11t'1l1 iu couueetioJl witL tile chnn~li, a lal'~(' part vf thl' cyeni ng'" (',HI erl <l i lJllH'I1t eOllsi;;tillg of I'ead­

iug ami music fllrllilsbetl II)' /tlt::'JII1wro'l of till' dWI-d1 (~olJjlJlullit.;.. 'fhe illt~]l"dH,d graue of till'

li.,;hilJg" toWJj" of MmikaclluH'tts and ::'Ilailw Jllay liP jlldgetl frolJJ til(> fa-ct· that Iht' dJUl'elJPs of tllNH'

\OWIlII are able to 1I(\I~Ure and kt,t'p in their Sen-il\tj clpq;SHlt'n oj' Hue E\tlueal iOl!. Iii ::'Ilaiue al~tl

Ma1'l"llch Ill;dts tlle 1l1l'tllOUit<t (;Lun;h is tHW of tbr most popular, «Jill the apllOintlJwnt!> ill till'

)lriUcipaI fisbiIlg COlliuJUllities an' tlemlll..-d to be aUlOlJg the be!;'t ill the t'onfereuee~ within who,"f'

Ii III i tl5 tht'l>l' town.'! ll-ll.\ emuraeeu.

\Ve have Rpoken thn" hlI' of the lIuwllt'r lowm,l and UlllJing yillago.,;, III eitie:; like Glouec"ter

amI :Kew Bedford, which are I'iUll!Jortet! ciJietly by the fi",hill/: intern,l.', tLen~ ill ,l large proportioll

of the )J0jllllatioH whidl, t IIOUgh in a eertiliu Sl'n"p l]epeud(:,nt 'HI t,Iw ti"h ..riPII, ('<I II hartll~- 1)(' C()lI

,;itIen'(l as helotlgillg to the Sea.6lring ('.1a"~1(',,. III these comTlmnit!<II; thl' opportunitie-s for iute!

ll~tt·ual tmIture are TD{Jrt, C'xtensi ye til an ill 8m aller ph:U~(js.

Nautucket il:\ still to be rf'gardetl a" it fishing town, alihollglJ it~ inter(,o.;t iu t.ht, fisheries i"

l'ut.irl'l;r retrospective. 'fht' illtellig-etlllt' of the inhabit,ants of thiB and otlH'1' wbaling ports is too

well kuown to require ment,iou.
\Ve haY(>, spoken of t.he attnoHphr,l'f' nf iJltpllect and culturo iu the a'l"erage tbbing tOWllE\ in

Ol'dfJr that the home influenceR of the youllg fisIH'rmt:'1l ma:-.- be pmperly Ulu}prHtDod.

FOREIGN FISHERMF.N.-TIl(' ti"IHH'Ille1] wilo t'.(llllf\ to lb., Ulilt('l] Slnll's from certain tOWIl!> ill

Nova Scotia are noted for t.!l('ir iuteJligl'llCf', whilr tho~e fWIlJ other IOC~llitit:,,,,, ,ludique, for ilJ"tauce,

an~ equally noteworthy for their i!!:lJo\'auee ami urutality, Amollg t.llf\ heU.'r town" of Nova Scotia

rna,Y be ment.ioned Yarmouth autl Plllmieo. nIld nmu:\I nther ports on tiJc sontlwrll (',OUl>t of t.be

l:'ova Scotian peninsula. Y IlrllJonLh if; ,veil known to be ~t town of intelligpIlcl' and enterpri~, and

has, in proportion to itR size, Vt~rlIalls the large,,;t fitjt:~t. of Hquare'l'iggetl w·""el", in );'orth AlIleri~l,

The BClIooIs of Nova Scotia, especially tilO"e of the Hnuthern pnrtiolJ, are Hltirl to be excellent,

comparing favorably with those of New :Eh~lalld,

Certain districts on the island of Cape Breton ba\'e a reput,atiou "Io'ry difl:i.n't'llt froUi tlJat of Nova

Scotis, and the fishermen from these distri(\ts, especially iu past, .)'ear8, 'have had a, very had nawe

in the fishing fleet. The nslJerll1eu of Newfoundland are remarkable for their Jack of iutelligeucl'.

and gentleness, Thi8 is la-rglo'ly due to the fact. that. ou the coast of thill island tbll .fiBbermen do

not gather together in commuuitiei:i t,o D.n;y great extent, Their houses are scattered here. antI there

along the coast, singl,y or ill sUJali cluster'l, and it is impossiblt:\ for the peopl!!, with the best of

intentions, to provide educational faei1itie~ for thelr ehildren,
We have referred to the education and the hOllle influem'·eB of the PrOVincial tish')rmen because

80 large a number of Glouooi".ter vei:iRl'ls are mallllPd b;y them. Unt.il wit.hill thiJ'1~' yean~ the fishin~

I1ol'111ation of Gloncester was almost t'utirely ull,t,i"-{J bonl, and the remarks wbioh hav(! already

hef>,n made regsrdinJ( the other tOW01'. Oil the New England coa!',t would apply with equaJ fore."

to Cape AnD, At present the large foreign element t.here llIust ht' taken into a·cconnt in estj·

SEa rv---4
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mating the intellectual and llloral (\()IHlitioll of t1liO' eit)'. The influenee 01' tll~' C loue('I;!\'l' eduell

tional institutioll!> i", howen,r, i-lOOll fl'lt by the fureigner;.; who i-lettle then',

J<'UlHERMEN'S CHILDR~~N.-'l'lH'ehildrea of the fnreignborn ti~lwrmt'll flailing f]'olll Ghltlee:;Il'I"

as well :1H tllOse wllUse p:tr~'nts aT't' native" of New England, h:ivl1 profited mn(,h hy the t'xI'ellent

i-lJ'slero of sclwoh; which iiS as marked a feature of tui;; port as of UIl,,! other city of its size itl 1\faf'.­

saehuseJt;;. It is a COlnIllOl] ol:currell0e to IWf\ children of fishermen-both of forpiglJ and DatiYt'

borll partmts-carrJ'ing of!' tilt' hml()r!' at Hw ReLools, and a few yea,rs bter oeeupying respollsibk

positillllS, As a matt..r of fad, 80me of the llH)>;t eompetent-. teachm's in the (;loucpster IIchools­

if not, inlleetl, a majority of them-aN' tl.lt' dangllters of fislll'rmen, nor is thi~ specially HurpriH

ing" in a city which bas oftt'Il ueen reprNa'nteu in the l\1al:;saehuKett.g legi,;latlH'c hy lIIell who llll(l

formerly been fishermen, while it>; city government, mayor included, lIas bl'en largely drawn CrOUI

this c1u.ss,

BIGH:ER B])'l1CA'oo')l.-ThuB 1t ""HI b'" ",,1:\1,11 that whi\~ till', majQr'it J of :N{.'W E1\~lal\d 1[l;h",['

Illt'll genera.lly acquire only 'lducatioll 8ullkient t.o eua.l,le tbem t.o PUt·sllt:'. t.hdr voca.tioll,

there are, m·vert.hel(!Hs, a eousiderable numl'l'r whll, profiting by the opportUlJ ities of g-oiug t fl

school iu winter, ael!uil'p SUfficient. knowledge of books to rmahle them ill after yellrs 1I0t. only to

take command of fishing vessels, !.Jut to enter into fields or labor, aud to :wcept rf'spollsibil iti('."

wLich req I,lin' 110 ordinary anwuut of intelligence and Judgment. It. is by IIf) lIIean~ IIlWOmrrlOll

to find fishermen wbo ha\'e a remarkable store of general blOwlcdge, and SOltl<' who hitye come

under our personal Clb!>ervat ion could Quote at lengtiJ from WililY of th('. poets, history, and the Serip­

hu'cs, In more Own one instaut'e that. might Ill' IlWlltj()J]NI, fisbermen IHtVt, sohown tOIl8iderallle

taste for art. TJds llsuall,\' exhibit,.; itsdf in making varions kinds of scrimshaw work, 8jwh

as miuature vesst!'l,.; and carving on Wood or bone. In rarer instlHwe,;; tlt ..J· learn to paint or draw

and 80lnetim£'i-l produee v~~rr credit.able work.

Man} of the songI'; and brtllads pUhlishelj ill rJte local papers of t.he fisl) illg town8, and ill a e.ol

ledion of such, called "The Fi,;;herlllen's Soug Book," print,ed in Gloucester, have been writren by

fisbermen.

34. SEA EDUCATION.

TRAINING OF THE YOUTH FOR l<'ISHERMEN,-TIll' youug fisherman enten; UpOIl his career with

a store of hercditu.ry and acquired attainment.s which render it possible faT' him soon w becolll(\ an

excellent mariner. Along the coast of Maine, where the old methodl;l o£ fishing are still pfac·

tiood by the boat tlsherrnen, small boys are taken out t.(] help their fatller!'! and brothers as Boon fl·l'

they are old enough to b(' of practical assistance. It is not unCommon to flee bOyl!! of eight 01'

nine handling fish almost l!8 large a~ themsel'es. On tllfl COlI and halibut Yessels, and upon muck·

erel ve~sels wbich u~e the purse Seinl~, hOyR are of litt,Jf\ URe until the.y are la,rge enough to do it

man's work; consequentl;v, at the present time they are rarely shipped nnt.i] fiftee,n 01' sixteen,

This chal1ge has many adHtntages, yet there can be no doubt. that its effect is derogatory to the

general grade of intelligollce among the fisbermell, Boys, who at the age of tml would be will i Ilg'

to ship on It fi"lJilIg vessel, when five or !>ix years older have obtained a fair erlncatiou j ll,nd tht·

taste for SOUIf' oecup:ltioll on Bhore bas created a dislikl1 in ttw.ir minds t<l the ]i.fe of fisoer

men, whom the;y consider to be their inferiors in ability and educatiou i conllequent.1y, they do Dot

become fishermen, and, though they make uSt'ful memhers of the shore community, tho fh.bing cla88

lOBes. These remarks appl.y partiCitlarly to large ports like Gloucester and Provincetown, where,

at llreseut, it is rather unusual for the !lOll of an intellig-ent fisbennan to be l\ fisherman himMelt'o

though, until within the lallt twenty or thirty yearll, the occupa.tion of ftshiuR" had been for several
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generatio11s lH3reditary ill their families, '1'/w fiSlli:>rmeu of these portN who R,n! IlOt for~j~lJer.s, are,

for the Il:JOst ]J~lrt, drawn from the coast of:;\l aine :~nd t,hE:' smaller ports of Cape Cod and Southern

l\llls~achw,etts, where tIm oil! ClistOllli'l are still somewlmt j:ll'('valent. The fad that Hit:' SOllS of

well.to-do fii',lll'rm~\ll do llllt follow in t111~ fooistl'ps of their fat.\wrs is ill part due to tlw fael that tbl'

tisheries of till:' U !liteII States al't~ HOW IIllieh le,<1> pI'ofitahle than t1H\'I' rnrmel'J,\' wen', the eXi,.ting

trt'11ty witb GrcM Brit.:lill lJitvilJg l'e(~futlJ' giVl'lJ fill unfair advHntngl'_ to t1JI' iisheripl'> of :British
~'\ortlj Ame.rican Provillees.

The YOllngster sailing upon a flshilJg "t\s':1{']-whether he be ten Or sixteen yetl}'.'" of age-r~Jlters

(JCl a (XJurse of prlwti(Jirl tmining ullder tile di1't!(Jtioll of the ,~kiIlP{)l' anu hi", I'hil'lIwtl:'s. If illtelli­

gl'I1t, 3rnbilioul:I, and indu01hi olls, he, in t,nl or three yt\ars. thoroughly ulldt>rAtundA how to fU"h

amI how to manage a sehmHler, and what 18 1l1Ort\ he has lli'arned to pertin>w SUell duties as are

within the limits of lliK strt\lIgtll by pun, force (d· habit, He bas aC(}IIimd lllilIl." flf thmw Iloint~ of

skill whicl1 become more and mol'l:' a second uatnre with l1illl UfO JI(' gro 1"8 older, being able to lflo~t

!J is haud on any lope in tbe dark, tn f';teer a "esAd at night b.,' tin, feelillg of tbe wiud OIl bilo! face,

jl(J ease a ,esseI ill a seaway by all involuntary m(\n~mentof thl;' lJalHl 111' it rests ulJoli the helm,

to safely ent.er varioLlti harbor,.., either at ni;:.:ht. or 11a;\", awl to know by illl,;tiud jnst what, tiaih:; to

('lJallge with yar,ving eirculll"bul{\l's, Ht\ has 1(oarl\ed to lIistingui,.h lwtween th(, dim'rent i"lJecies

of fi~h tL at b\~ halJituall y ~t·ei". hy Pl:';~llliari tir" of their lIIotioll as tlwy ::\ w im a t'lHi ud the vessel at

uight) leaving shining' traek,; of lin' \whillll them itl till' watlll'. and to 11 etlo'l'milJe tb(' p'·e"enee \If fish

by tIle movements of the \'es~I'l~ ill Hit.' rrfliHg", by tile action of flocks of llinh;, (\I' by nll'differf'nt
"oullds which some species of fj"lJ make m,; t!wy fiill witll tlll'ir fiu" at tilt' 8urfuee. Ill' KnO\\'S how

to rtrcss mackerel, cod, or balihnt, ill daTl(IH'.~"', g-nillell hy the SelJS" of feeling', Tht'i'\e t'l:'ats of 8kill,

which are soon learned hy the Obl;;t'ITUlIt and t':lsil y iUlPl'l~:;OIpd mind of the ;\-'Ollilgel' lIo,\', n~(luin~ a

much longer time for acquisition by a boy of fifteen 01' sixteen, wlJOSl' powers of obsen'ation, a!ol

wdl as his intercl:lt ill toucb matters, have dOllhtles<; been dnLLerl 11:,,' Lis trainilJg OlJ o;hoft" howl~ver

much hi" reflective powers may have lwen illlI'rt)\'ed. Au experieJl(Wd ~killpel' states from his

own kuo~'ledge that boys Whfl hl:'lve gone wit,h him at the age of fourteen or l'lixteeu caunot u;sually

be trusted to take their plat:~(1 at the lJelm or OIl tUe watch until they are eighteen or lliueteell, but

that. tho!>e boys who went at the age of ten year"l ~n geueraJl;\-' perform the dutiefl of the watch

when fift€.en, and in some cafOes a8 ;yOUlJg ag tbirtt:'t\l1. Many bo~'''' trained ill the old manner, have

become skippers f)f ve8$els WDBD from 81\Vcnteell t,() 11illetecn ;~:ears of age, Some of tbe most sue­

ce8sful "tl.tters" at GlolwellUlr had command whillj sWl in their tl\eus.

These IDeu have generally acquired a fa.ir c(lQcation by their own eft'orts; and ill strength of

charuCU:lt; ability, and general intelligence tbe:y ,tre to-day by far the best men in the fishing tleet.

These are the men who have been trained from elH'ly twybom.l to face danger and barusbiI), and to

meet and o\'erCOIDe emergencies, and exhibit trait!> of quickness, brayers, and presence of mind.

It ma~'1 indeed, he stated as a fact that a fisheTJuan neYer attains to tbll highest excellence in hi~

profession who hllB not been accustomed to a seaful'ing life trom ear15' OQylW(Id,

TRAINING IN ~AVIGATION.-Aboy ill tra,inoo in navigation precisel,Y lli\ ill the management of

the vessel and in the methodt'! (If the fisherief\. He first learns to steer, perhaps by ll. lamlm&l'k,

then he loom!) the compass, and, later, how ro sha.pt; the course or to mea$ure distance on a, cb<lrt, by

obaerving the ootions of the skipper. In tbis way he also learns to take the beorillgs of tile land

and to estimate its distance. 'rhe skipper often gives illRtrnetioD to those of his crew who desire

it in taking observations and calcula.ting latitude and longitude.. In former flays it wa,; an accom~

plishtnent which every ambition" boy waR a.JlXiOll~ tl) learn to hE'. able to e~timate the velocits ot
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tbe \'e8sel by obsprving her motion tilrollgil the water. The old·fa8bioued lo~ wa~ selduLlI cani,,!l

OIl the fiRhillJ; H:'8"el, thougl.l at pI'pseut tlw pate.llt log is ill general use.

ATlOthf'J' ill1}lortaut accolllpJisllJUI'nt which is !;UOller or later acquired b~" the }'0I111g' mall who

i,.; ~ulxiollS to lw a skipp!"r is to be('OIlH\ familiar wit b the BII:lll'"' aml charadeI' of t1w bottom Ill! the

fish ing-grotllld8 and alcmg 1he nppro:wlws to tIw portR wLich ht, fn'qlleutll, This if.< leamed hy

;;onnding ami thus ascer! ai.lling" tile llepl II of watt'r ullfl tIle natnn, of tlle bottom, alld aguin hy
II stllcly of tht> eharts. All of 1L(,Sl' bnuwlH's oj' Jill \'igatiOTI a tmlart ho~' If'an}.'; long Iwfore he is of

a~rt·; aull, as a rule, tlH'y are aetjuired ou hoartl of till' \"('ssel al> opportunity offerl:' from day to day.
I Jl some of tIle larger ports, sudl as Pro\lncetown, UlPre are, in winter, l'eboolf.< of l];wig'ution whieh

oll'l'r opportllllitiet; to i'itlldy this scienee. Tlw:',!' 8el1001s are llfiually well attended; but, of e~mn'l',

11',.;;;olJR tlwrt' givell are of littlc yalut" lllJles" they are pl'llcticallyapplied 011 Khiphoard ill the

!':\lIJ1lllwr.

Be... ide!':\ the "kipper who illsrruet:,; hi,.; eTew in navigation, there are frl'qtwntl.y expl~l'i(,llc('(1

Ililvigators among' till' erew who uecome tht~ iIlstrnetor" of tlJeil' yOl1nger :u;sociatpfl. tllleh imstnll'­

tioll is always given <11:' :t matter of good fellowsbip and without, remnneratioll, The fi"herwen of

New England, fiR :oJ clagg, are acknowleuged to be pxcellen t navigators, and from tIle fh;;,lling COIll­

munities have be{'u drawn thousands of lllilsterK of IDl'rebant and COit-Ktlllg veSt;eJs in all parts of

Ow {JIJiteu Statt's.

During tLI'late war iJet,weelJ ihe Statel:', fil'hermen were, in some iIlStaJICCS, employed in the.
'Ka,·;'r' ag tlailin/!clwu,tI:'Tk, tlJiK pOSitiOII w'tIUlriIlj:; tJw higllt>kt gradf' of keaIIIH.IJ~Lip amI i'<kill in IJuvi­

g-atioll. Some of them msp to fltill higlH'r pmiitiOlII'. Front their illtirrmte I.nowle(]gc of the coast­

Jine tisllermen arc rel'oguized to be tIw befit 100~al pilots: and th{1~' are often called upon to act in

that <:llJlflCit;v h~' \"('~~",11' Iluabl(' to T!l'OClll"(' regala!' pilots.

A Ithongh the resuItR of Hie IJl'esent sYl'tem IHWH been ill the main satisfactorY1 it ()<lIlllOt be

denied tilat there arc maIlY mash'r" of fi10lhing \·psf:'!'ls who lift' ~;]Hllltefully (Jeticient ill their knowl­

edge of na\'i~ation,and who are unable to a~certain tlwir posit,ion at ,wa wit-h eYell It fair ,l('gree of

aeeurl'cr or to Hlmpe their cour"e with a detinite knowledge of when> they will strike the coast.

There arf' illst,lnces of vessels bound for Gloncel>ter from t,be Halik/:! or Bas of ::3t. Lawrence
llJ:J.king land south as far as Montauk Point or tile month of the Chesapt::B ke,

Tht.< seiJoolR of uavigutioB should I'll' more gent'ralJ;\' encouraged and RUPlltlrtl.'(l. A Rystem of

examining aud licensing the masters of fishing ve!iosell-l would be of gTPat importaJlce. There is no

rt'a!':on wby tbi!': should TIOt. bf' insisted IlpOlI in the fishing fleet, ali well HI'> ill the case of the rueI'·

chant marine, for the, fif;hillj:t schooner carries a larger crew in propnrtion to it13 sizf>, and is generally

a morc valuahle piece of property.

Tn.Ul\ING o}' CAI'E COD FISHERMEl\.-J<'recman, ill his !listor;yof Cape Cod, thus speaks of

the training of the youug fil'hermen of that distl'iet:

41 ,"VhaleR, that 1ormerl,}' were so eommon 011 tbi8 eoast, mURt now, if 8ought, be looked for in

distant \vaters. 'l'he other fisheries are prosecutf'd with slIceess; and the merchant service bas

from the first been indebted to 'l'ruro for sOllie of its most ahle ship·masters. The youth of tIw

place are oftell searcel~" of age when they rise to tbe command of a vellsel. It has been remarked

that tltouj:('h'the youth amI strength of a phu:e he employed two-thirds of the year in obtaining, by

hardy and audaciolls toil1 the wealth of tht) loIeas beyond the line, antI evell on the further side of

(jape Horn; and, tlJough t'a,rly babits and the love of voyages oceal;\ionally prosperous induce the

employment,. the busines;.; il> often precarious. Great dangers, and hardlihiplol, too, are often encoun·

tel'ed; but they who survive them an: gl~llerall.y suceessful in acquiring good estates. ,"Ye wust

here btl indnlged in quotrng from the English trayeler of 1807 bill relation of an incident tba.t



BALLOU FISHI~RlVlE~ OF .NEW ENG-LAXD. 53

illustra.tes the enterprise of earJ;\' yonth. lIc sa;\'s: 'In passing from 'l'ruro to Provincehlwll,' by

lhe bay route, 'I had in compall,Y an inllabitant of tile latter place. A,; we approached the mouth

of the inId, Ill\: vf'ltdmt", of it 13tuall "peeit;O\ of whall.', here called the blacktis1J, Iwcame frl'qUl"llt

OIl tlH· bl'adl, togBtlH'r with ollll"l' fiigw; of tile ib1Jeries. 80011 after, at tlH' oJ istaw!t' of half a Jllilt~,

Oil tltf", l'allCl~' flat front which the fica waR lJOW fa"l ret,iriJJg, we discoyen'tllt lmy, awl Ileal' him

appea.l'ed to he a g-l't~at fhill. 'l'hp solitaritH'I''; of tI[(> boy aud IJ is sUlalluess compared with tile

!1,,1I, j()rwed a cowhiuatiOlJ Rufl.h:ielltly relllarkable tu tIraw us to HII.' ISpot; awl Wl' fiHmd our ii/slim',

Ulall of about teu yt~arO'. of age [LRlride a pOl'poise ahout 10 ket long', in the midst of a sea of blood

colh:ded in tIte hollow or tLe fiallU. Alulle, with a eonllJlOU taLlc-kIlifc for hi~ iustrllment, he Wltl:\

l~utting tbe hluhLel' frOID tlw rib.s of the monster,:1 t ....k ~\Jich he ]'l\rforllictl ill a v(~ry workmauli1.e

mamll'l'. C pou iuquiriug, WI:' ll:'arned that he alnuc bad killed tile fi;;h. BiN employment ill the

lllOl'lling' Llad Ill'C-ll till' tc-JI(Jillg' vf hi .. llJOther's t:OW8; allu frOlll till· bills Oil w!li.ch lIe Wlllii he IHul

I'WCIl a ,.,I1Oa1 or })orpoise::; ellter the iulel. As tIn! t ide was ehbing, alJu the ..Lore flat, many of

them were 800n ellibanusseo by tIlt) want of sufficient water to movl' ill; alltllw fiatterctl LinH,elf

that by leaving: tIJe eow,'; ami conJiIlg down tu the Leach, lie llIig-l1l he able tu make a prize! So

~oill~ iIlto th(l waWr as til l' llf; Ill; dall,tl, he selected one struggliug to regailJ tIel'p water. 'fbi/:>

nsh lw IJoltIl.y (~allght, ji'om tilll!: t () time, by the tail, thereby imrea,sillg its tlifliculticli, till at. last

Uw ",'ah~r ruuniug ilway left till' IlOl'}loi",e uJlOJl thl' sand. lil' staid L,Y the fh,h till lw. was sure

that el;cape was im jlllssillll'; alii] tlll'lJ rUlllliug hOllie, a di8talH~e of a mile, pt'ocurPlI a knifi.~. Thus

armed, lie IJroCeeued to wound alld kill tIlt: jj~b-lt tl1l;1. of l;onJe lahol' and danger; and, a(:cordiug

to hi.>: :weollut, he hall a(;coJllJlli~llt'd it ollly b,\' wHwhiug OPIlortuuitie~aJternately!Striking auu

retreatilJg'. My compauiou said it wou ld ~'iehl 10 gallonll of oil, alld giye tIll' little cowherd 110
for his exploit..'

"01' e\'eu childreJl, Oil tIte lower vart" of the Capt:, tLe little porpoise· killer at Truro is a fail'

I'Iwci men, Boys are oftell Ill, fie:l- lit II "er~- early ag(~. :Mauy of them at ten have become expert

llshcTllJt'll; and all WIIO have a mind for prolllotion timl their way from th(l forecastle to the cabin

in due tirul'. Man;)' of our best commauderl' ill foreign Yoyagp8 aTl', fUl'nil:lhed here. TLe testimony

of Burke, ill tbe House of Com mOils, before the }{evullltioll, 1,74, ill regard to the mariners of ~ew

E1Jghllld, walS efipeciall,y Hpplicahk~ to thi!'; and otllCr 1mI'ts of Cape Cod. 'No sea but what is

vexed b:y their fillhl'ries; 110 ditllittl' tiJat. is !lot witnelS8 t.o their toils. Xcither the per,scverance of

Holla!ld Il(lr the activity of Frallc~e nor the dext.erous lIud firw sagaeit;\, or I~lJglish eutel'prillC, (weI'

carried this most perilous mode of lwrtl.v indu8try t.o the exteut to which it has been pursued by

this l'('cent 111.'0ple. • • • A lllore hardy or enterprisiug race of mariners is nowhere to be met

on the wateIJ' element.'"

35. :MENTAL AND PHYSICAL TRAITS.

CHARACTERISTICS 01·' AMlmlCAK 1"lSHER1fEN.-It lIas becll the cn8tom of many writers upon

thf' fh;heries to consider llJe thsliermeJJ as a pelmliar dasR of men, with striking mental character.

istics by which t.lwy couM he tlistiugnishetl frotll thE' population of the shore. This may be justi.

fiahle in calles wlIere the proti~88ioll of fisbing is IJereditarr, in which event those who pursue it. a.re

prf'vented b;y !Social limitatious h'Oill t..'nteri!lg upon (~oUlmercial or other pursuits upon land. It
bas been quite a common practice to eonsider the fishermen of all countries as llossessetl of l:limilar

traits.

In Sa,bille's well-known report on tbe Ameriean fisheries he devotel'! a cha})ter to t.he IJublie
~r\'ices and charadeI' of fisbermen,· in wbicb 11 e giv('s m aUJ in ter{'st in g facts {'onceruing the Iilerv.

.. Report on the l"TinciplIol Fisheribij 011 thIJ AlJleriClW Sell3, pp, 198-210.
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ice_.; of the fishenncn of New Bnglaml in time of war. At its concLuijioll, however, hiO falls into the

\-ein ()f thought alluded to, ,.ad bring" illstances from the pa,ges of history t,o prove tha t the fisher·

Illall i:o; of" m'ee~sit.Y a gruteful man, a patriotic mall, a benevolent man....;.his proof of this, perhapR,

heing derived from all atlnmture of Mungo Park in ODe of thl:l" fishing villages of Africa-a sym,

pathetic Ulnn, a law-abiding IlIa,n, and a man who is loyal to duty. He illustrates the la,tter poiut
hy ref'en-lJet' to tbe fi<lbenlICIl of Galilee, anu incidentally enlogizes the fishennan'ts wife by quotill~

inst.auc.:s where fish-women ill Fnmce, England, a,ud Italy have performed charitable deeds, or,
standing UpOIl the sca-I;hore as evening lLpproachea, chant TlLelodie~ amI listen until they bear

nnSWer1:'i frow their hnslmuds, 'Who are guided by the sounds fl'om their own villages.
A study of tlJe fi~lIeI'men of Nurth America forces Uile to the conclusion that. the fishermen are

ill all respect,; n~rr l'iimiJar to their neighbors on "hore in the regiun in which they were born and

edueateu. 'fhe Cl'ews or the cod amI mackerel schooners of Ma,ssachusetts and Maiue, whl:'IJ once

they set thdr feet, npon lh.- shore, caIlIlot be distinguished from their brothers llond cousins who are
clerks in the ShO}IS and mechanics in their native villages. The ignorant and lawless natives of
certa-ill parts of tht' British Provinces mas be precisely matched among the agrieulturiMs of the

8ame district, whill~ t,he enterprising and skillful Provincials, who are in command of a large numbe l

of ycssels ill the A III ericall fleet, tire very Iit,t.le different from tbe bette,r clasl'i of' fanners and shop

kcwperl> of their old llOhles. 'I'be llegroe8, by whose strength the Iolbad flsherielol of the Sout,herli
riycrs art' caniecl Oil, art:' Hot to he distinRuisbed from other negroes of the same distrieL; ill fact,
except ;luring- tlu.' limitetl l;eaSOIl of the fisheriel;, the;y are engaged in the Samtl pursuit" as their

neighlmfs. 'fhe Portuguese 1ll;bermen retain the prejndices and habits of their native Azores.

The l\Ietlitt~rranean fil'lu:-rrneIl, of whom 1;0 many are to be found on our Soutbern and 'Vestern

eo.lsts, might lw trnnsplantNI with their boats to the coasts of Calahl'ia, Greree, or 1,1w 13alearic
lslandl'i, and would there be at home. The lrisbmen uf Boston, witb their I;loop·eutters amI primi­
tin' fishing-tankle, an', west,eoast Irishmen still. AU retain the peculiar melital characteristics of

the tli"t-rids ill wllidl tlw;\' were trained, tbongh all are more or less hroadened and developed by

the greater freedom widell the,r find ill the United States. A large percentage, probably more

than a, half, of the number of thO/,e enllmeratoo in tbiR report as fishermen are aetna-nyengagecJ
in the fisheries cml:y a few months in th~ y....ar, lUld at other times are occnpied in farming or any

ot,her Imnmits 011 l'ihore.
We refer bore Ilot to tho crews of the fillhiug Vel:lBeh3 belonging in the larger porw, but to

many of U1B fishermen on til(' mast of Maine, and to almost all of those from Cape Cod l>outhwaru,

e:Kcept. tiIe Connccticnt tishermell, who supply the Illarkets of New York and Havana, a few men
engaged in the market th,bcriel> of the large Soutbern States, the oyster fishermen of the Ohesa­

Iwakl~, and the sponge and oyatel' fiijhermen of the Gulf of Mexico, and the rue:ll who fish habituall:y

for the San Francisco market.
The fishermen of New ]~llgland are of special importance and interest, since they correspond

more clo~el.)· to the professional fishermell of Northern Enrope and constitute the class usually
tlJOngllt- of whell tIle fiahermen of the United States are spoken of. For them especially treaties

arc lIuHh~, tariffu are imposed, and from their ranks the merchant marine is recruited.
FlSHKRMEN AS CAPITALISTS AND MEROHAN1's.-The eaae with which the New England fisher­

mall, accustomed to the constant sea-raring life, adapts himself to changing circnmstalloos, may ,be

jlHlgcd frolll the fact that many 80 often abandon fishing and enter Imccessfnlly upou other pur·

8Iii~'l, 1\Iost of the fishers capitalists of Gloucester and other fisbing ports are men who have been

tnliuetl tiS fishermen. This is a.}!jo till' case with the fitt-ers of the whaling fleet in Bout,bern New

Euglaud. In lllil.Uy pOl't", these mell carry Oil, in counection with thelr fishing business, a genend
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Jlltrcantile llimillet;S. In ProvilleetowlJ, fut" illstallce, all th(~ pl'iJlcipnl HllOpl:i are loeatt'd upon the

wlHtJ'Yes, and art! carried on hy tb(· fisher", eapitali."ts. The hanks and in;,ml'ancc compani('8 iIi the

ti.'!lling POItr-; mmally bave IJUllIY retif{~d fi~lil'rIlJon upon tiw IJOanl of din'otor,,, aDd other ollirers.

Thonsunds of UWIl from llift'eJ'('llt paTt:i\ of the COI1>'1 ha,v(} aumuhlfl('d tbe Os1ling: intert'M entirely,

and haye heell t;uccelisful in farming, ill business, aUlI ill nHlllY ntlw\" bra llclwi' of iudl\Rtf,\". It. hal'

alreads been mentioned that a H'r., large number of Illl'rehant H'sspis !l1't' ofllel'r1'(1 hy fi~her[lH'IJ.

Jhtm' fi:;iwfllH'Il ba,e entered tile Chl'isti:m ministry ami have been SU(!CI'i'<st'lll.Mr. ,1011ll.J. \Vat­

S()[I, a well-knol'l'll musician of XCII' York City, wIJO has Illet with cOJliBil!(,rah]p s\]el"ess upon the
eOllcert stage, began his eareer as a tislJenlJan OIl a G]ol1cr"kr /;chOOlJl'r at till' llg'-' of rig-lit ~'ears,

and continued fi"hing until after llf~ had l'eal~hl'U lllllllhood."

P ATRIOTIS:l\'I.-Dnrilll; the If) t l' WHr I'e,eral com paniel' of ill nIH t I'y \\'(~n~', organ izt'd .1 t G 1001CP.~tt'T,

p{)wpose<11argf:'ly of fishermen, am] tlwi!' reeonl WUI' ('xcl'1Jent. !Ll!o\tmH~1'1' of tIJil; 80rt might Iw
given by the page.

l'EcuLIAR1TIEs.-The fj"hcrman l'arel,r Ill'quires lill,Y p('('lllinritll'" of pluriagl' Ill' addI1',<j'\ by

which he C:l·lJ be distinguished from Ilis neighbors lJI] l>!Jurl:. \YlH'll b('. IlilS 11'1'1, biH H'I'"d alld

niil'nm('d his "shore tog.>.;" no OUl' wOllld sIHlpcet Lilll of heiu{.( n ~wa-f;ll'ilJ~ mall. \Yl~ sIleak !lm-e

of tll('. better men, whoDl we (~hooi'1' to H'gard lil+ l'epresentatin:1; of the (']aN'. Of (~OUJ'l'W tlwre art'

l\·lIlong tishermen many men who hay\, tbe mamwrf; :lUll appe:Jl':IIWI' or ColJllUOn la hor('Hi, :llHI who

n('\,e1' cha,nge th('ir costume or minglE witlJ nH'1J .engaged iu otlll'I' PU\"Ii Ilit... TlH'se aI'l' (~olllmonl'y

Jl)lm of foreign birth, whose Iwculill1'ities Ilre tlJol'e of their 1mti\'(' ('(lUllt],\" ratllPj' tliaH ihos(~ apper.
taining to thpir Il1'ofcssjon.

A ee1'tain class of fi"hermell, howevC'I', must be eXef\pted from tht'''I' rPJIlarks. \\'e refer to

lhoi'e men who are engaged ill the shore fishcQ' from hale hoat~, and who spcull their Ii \"l'i' ill soli·

(IH](" fishing among the ledges near their llolllefi. l'he"r meu are st'ldom hrotl!!ht iHto coutaet with

the world, amI acquire II61~ll1iar mental traits, amI ill the <:Ol1l'1';(' of dozPlls of years of solitude

de.\'clop a bearing and ph:ysiognolUy whith IU<lrk them lHJJlllstaI'Il.hly as TU(>II of a pl\culiar clal;Si.

These men a,ro uSllaU:r to he fOLlnd lipan isolated part!' of Uw ('ollSt, ",ueh ll!> tLl', Isles of Shoals,

Bloek Island, No Man's I.-anti, and i~olated ishwds 011 Ill(' eoat:'l of ?IailH'.

Ce-lia ThaxWr, in her charmiug' little monograllh of tlH~ ]sle~ of 8110als, Hm." ~I)!\aks of the car­

riagp of the fishermen: "Most of the Illen are mor~ Or les!> roun d-O\llOulilPr('d , aIll] seldom upright

with head erect aUlI shoulders thrown hank. The,\' !'toop so lllueh (wer HIt' fh';h·tables-e1eaning,

l;JIlitting, salting, packing-that they acqllirf:\ a permanent habit of "'hoping-."

These same peculiarities of hearing WNe also lJOtiCt'Rhie among: the Ell nk end flsbprmllIl of ttl{>

olden time, who were a,eenstomed to fish o,er the rail of Hit' ve;;i'el~ awl w"re eonspquentIy, lor a

large part ()f the time, in a stoop:ng position. '1'lw illtrmluctjoJl of j I'<lwlillg has had the opposite

tendency. The hauling of tbe trawls and the COlJstaIlt exereiw ill rowing the l)l}uts tl) and from

the vessel bas a tendency to expand tIle chest and tllrow the "IJOuhlerR lJnek, 1<0 that the fh,;l!rrmcll

are now ullngbt, broad·chested looking men. The crews of the whaling wssels are also marked

examples of a fine physique and good muscular dewlopment.

The following paragraIlh from the book just quoted from describes ycry pieturesqul;ly fho

eondltions and eircumstances of the life of a boat fisherman of t.IJe olden time:

"Till Bennaye grew very feeble, every summer night hI; pa(lIned abroad ill lJis dory to fish

for hake, a.nd lonely he looked, tossing amon~ the waves, wlleu our boat hare down and passed him

with a hail which he faintly returned as we plungrd lightly through the track of the m0011light,

,young and happy, rtl,joicing in the beanty of the night, while poor Benlla;ye only counted his gains
'---- ----,-,--,----~----

.. Fiaherman'8 Memorial and Rl'C(Jrll BOllk. pp, 149-15:1.



56 FISHEHMEN OF THE UNITED STATES.

ill the gri~l.y hake he caught, nor considered the rubies the light-hoUlw scuttl~red OIl !be waves, or

how the moon spriu k]('11 down ;,;;il Vel' before him, He did not mind the touch of the' halmy wind

that blew acrolls his weather- beatell face with Uw Hallie .'\weet greeting that so gladdened us, but
fi,;h(~d and fished, w,lkhing his liuf' through the short gummer night, and when a ulu:;h of dawn

1'Itoll' II II ill t111~ f'lH,t flInOil g- the 1St an' wOIlJl(I U Jl his tackle, look hi s oars, and pad died llOme TO

Xabba~-t\ with his hooty-his 'T\W' of fish,' as the uati"es have it_ Ilakr-nshing- after this pietur.

esque and tellious :Iashioll i" done away with uow, 'rhe i1'llands are girdled with trawls, which
catch more n:;l1 in 011(' lIig-ht thun could be obtailled ill a \Hwk',; Lard labor b.v halld.'~ '"

POWEn~ 01,' OBSEllVA'l'IOS,-Tlw ti!,ihennen of the l)re~eJ\t. day arc, mentally, iJroader and nlOn~

vigorolls t!J:U1 those of forul(\J' time8, The management of the vessels requires more skill and
presence of miud; Ow various laboN;;av-illR appliance8 ill the rigging of the ves8d, slH~h as the
patent, wiIHllas~ and the patent Llocks, allli variOlls other contrivances or the same kiud, lluve

dimini81JCd the necessity for l-lenwl' muscular exertion and tbo consequent exhflustioll which, often
repeated, 111ll1:\t havI~ a tewleuc,Y to i;lug'f,":isbne88 of mind. The training, alread,y described, t IJrougiJ

which a mall must Imss to become a Oluceessful 1ishermau, ill a ver.-r large degree strengtlH'ns the
mental faculties aud develops at the SaJG.O time great readiness and promptness of tLoug'ht. Tlw

fishermall in :-1 sllwller vessl~l, to be suceessful, also needs to develop great Jlowers of 0 h~el'Yati OIl

t.o protect hiTllt\clf' and llib boat, from sudden changes of weather, and t.o follow the changes in tbe

Imbit" a.ncl 1Il0t,iOlI,,; of tlw fislt from one ~easoll of the year to another. Jltany fiRhel'lllen whom Wl'
lHlve met ha"l~ exhibited great aptlles8 ail observer.; of nature.

FISIIJ<iRl\11::K AS INVl<iSTIGA1'ORS,-We need ouly ['efer to the wonderful contril)Utiom, to

scicuee which hav(~ been made h~T the :Iishermell of lobe Gloucester fleet IILll'ing the past tbl'll«

,vf'ars, to demonstrate the int€rest wbich they have taken in matters which illcidelltalJy elHnt'
lHl(]er their ob8cr.atiou, Mow titan thirty Gloncester sehooners hayo habitually for three ~'ea]'>;

e:ll'l'il'd ali their voyages a eolll:'cting tauk full of alcohol, in which they preserved c\'cry unusual

I>Jll'ciel:i of allilllal whieb the,\' obtained 011 their !ines or from the stomachs of the fish as they
l]n'8sell tllem. Their interest ill the l'ubjuct 110\ an in teUigent, oue, and tile,r SOOIl learn to tlhwl'im"

illatc between sveci~,s and to SR\'e olll,r those things which they recognize to be IlovcL Our lists of
donations by the fishermen to the National Museum are published weekly in tile Cape Ann paptWs,
After specimens have been sent to Washhlgtou for identification the.}' ha.e l1TIXiously awaited the
letterll whieh annoulice the result of their examinlltioll, and, after theS ha\'e learned th!'ir llamefi,

adopt them into their vocabulary. They quickly become familiar with the English names which

are applied to certain speeieH, allll ill some instancel:' adopt the Latin nomenclature, Tlw llUl10m;

fish known to naturalists by the generic lJamtl chimera, is also known to the fishermen b)' tIle
same name. There are at ICllst a hundred men in lite GJouooster fishing fleet who klWp track of all

the new disco\'eries on tlJe fishing banks, and are interested in lea.rning the opinion1S of naturaJiHts

on the subject. When a vessel bas brought in a ta.nk full of specimmls, the majorit;y of the crew

of ten to fourteen men aTe interested in knowing about their identification. Such an intelligent
illtere:;.;t, ,Hi tid:;, is by no means confined to GJollee"ter, for fishing vess(\ls from several other ports
earl';\' eollectiug-tanks, Some very important contributions to the natural history of the well"

haden, for instance, the dil!covery of the fact, that thifl species feed upon floating erustfWeaus, a fact

wbich had long been sought after b~' trained naturalil!ts, was brought to light last Summer by;T.

V. Fowle, the engineer of one of the menhaden steamers. One of the Connecticut vessell; fishing
fol' the Oharleston market, has rendered important ser.ice in collecting. Gertaill f1shennen have

• Tbu:wr'H IHlell of Shoalll, 1673, p. 76.
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attained It national r!'lputation as obl>flrver8: meTl like Capt, 1'. E. At.wood, of Provincetown, the

~mccess of whose course of tweIvf\ lectures 011 iehtb.yology betlll'e the Lowell Institute, of Boston, is

a matter of record; Capt. U. S. 'l'reat, of Eastport, Me., who was for several :--ears employed by
the Japanese Government to instruct their peOI)lc in the methods of Dshing; Simcon Clmn(~y, of

Grand Manan, K. B., and others whose pov;'t\rs of observatiolJ fire 110 le::;s remarkable, fllthollg:h tlll'y

have not come 80 prominently into notice. In the in vcstigatiolJ the rcsulb of whidJ m'p detaiJcl]

in the present volume, as well as in the previoui> work of the United States PislJ COHlUlission, Cil'­

culars containing from fifty to eight.y qm'stiolls ha<;'(1 bnell seut. out t.o fishermen all a loug the coa8t,

and itl this mauner information hao; h(>fm sought reg-aNling: the general dw,ractl'l" of the fisheries of

the coast., the natural history and methods of capture of the c{)d, the mackerel, tbe IIlullet, the

menhaden, the lobster, and s(;v('ral other species. In few inst.allces haw' tlH' I:ircnlar;o; failed t,o

I'(~ceive answers, and in the arcbin'$ of the Fish Corumi"siolJ may be found many thousands of l)ages

of manuscript, written uy the hand.s of fishermen, in which are gi,~;u prohably IJlOt(:· important amI

previoul:lly unobserved facts eOlleerning tLw Balural hil:l!tlry of thes(J species than bad ever hitherto

been hrought to ligbt by the labors of all tlJc traiued Batura-listl> of Auu'dea, Tlw Pi.sh Commis­

sion ba;; published a report of over five hundred Jlll.gf'S upon the natnral llistorr of tLe menhaden

fwd the menhadeu fi8heries, tile materia] for w hidl W;J!'\ l:;ul'Pli,~d in larg'\: part hy men elJga~{'d

directly in the fisheries, A similar r{'port., the material fbI' whidl wa:-; obtained in tIll' l'>ame

manner, hal:' rec::ntly been publisbt'd. In preparing the e!mpter on the whale fishery for thii>

report it has b(>.tlll necessar;y to correspond with man.. retired whalers, and tile alllo>Wer" have bctllJ

explicit and satisfactory In the extreme, far luore so than <lIJswers to circular,,; relatin!; to aIHlt.!Jpr

f;nbject which were sent out to sportsmen and prof('"siolllll melJ tbmug]JOut the interior of the

country. In flWt, it 18 hardly possihh' to l'rai,sl>, in sufticimJt.ly high tl'rnl" the intt'lligent i11tl'l,<,,,t

a,nd the valuable cooperation wbich onr fishermen ha.ve eV('r~'where f;]JOwn in tlJl:' preparation of

this report upon the fisheries. They rarely withhold inforlllation, (1)l1 ahono;t without, excepthm,

even at great inconvenience to thetn8elves, rtmdt~r ('Y(lry aid in their powt~r, If "p:we would allow,

all interesting illustration of thfl intelligence of the IlJen engaged in the Aml.'l'iean Ji,,;IH'rie,~ mig;ln lw

given by printing in full ROllle of the letters ill l'eRpolJ'*' to cireularf>. Xut (llJ I~' llo tL l'} (~Ollw'y ip

a very concit;e and intellig:ible manner the infOI'watloll wIJlch was >'lought, for, uut tIm laJlg'tJa!!.'I~

is strong, idiomatic English, tIle grammar and Ol'thogl'a}lh~' are faultless, und the hUlldwritillg

graceful and legible,
In respoll8C to the invitatiou of the Vommlssiouer of Fisheries, many fisllerrncn of Gloucester

ano SOBle from other ports have kept journal::; of their vO,\'a;.:-e8, noting down tile UlOyements of

their Ve8seJs, the loou,tionl:\ of the fishing grouud s :).,., they dl:llJ!-iC from day to da~-, untl t ht' pt,,:ulill r­

it,ies ill the movements of tht' fish which fall uuder their oh:,;ervatioll.

There are before Ull at, lea.st, thirty journals of I,hi,,,, deRcl'iptim], !:mill e (If tlwUJ covel'i Ill: ,t period

of three or four years, and, in additioll to discussing the poillt" already 111l'ut.iOlH'll, Ill'8crihillg the

peculiar methods of fishing employed by them. Many of the!;(: lIlen: all(1 1llany of th(' nWIJ 011 the

menhaden steamera, have voluntarily kept reeor(h: of tho teruperature of tlll' watP1' tlJ\'l'B tim,,!:' a

day during the entire fishing season, appreciating the importance of placiug upon l'eeOl'U llIforma­

tion of this aort for the use of those who are studying the habits of the fishes uml TllI!tbods for

improving the tisheriClI. The records received lJan~, a!! a rule, been kept iu all accurate and 8ati~­

factory maDner,
Three or foal' representatives of the Fish Commission have been sent out UpOli long triIJI::\ on

board of dsbing vessels to atudy the methods of the fillberies and the natural history of the regions
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\'isiteu. Mr. Seutlder went to Greenland OIl a three months' Cl'Ul!'\e; Mr. ORborne to the Grand
Dalik oD a fhrt't) III 011 IIJs' cl'uise; 1tlr. Newcumb tll the Western Bank on a three weeks' cruise.

Other rCpT(osl'llfiltivcs of the FisJJ COillmi8sioll ha\'e for three years been accustomed to visit almost

every w'8sel :If; it I'll/prell the harhor of Gloucester on its return from II fishing voyage, and thli

I'hnw sy;;fem of visi1 iug tLc H'S"e!S has been, to a 1esI;; extent,'canied on upon every part of th(.

ena.",t; :lml, :tllllo;;.t wi\ \lout eXI'\:'pti()l\, the~ gl:>lltlemcll lia,e beel.l received with courtesy, all infoI'·

mation g-jYl:'lI them wbieh they desin~d,and ul:;uaIl.y intdligent interest abown ill the work in which

they ltaYl' he('11 engaged,

It il'l dm, to the fj •.,Jlcruwn to sa.y that theS gave their tiervices without tbe offer or the hope of

H'llluneration of an}' kiwI. A Humber of the fishermen of Grimsby, England, two or three year&

ago, kt'IJt Jog." of thpir YO}'ltges ill a similar manuel', but il W<tS iu cunsequence of offers of vitluable

prizl's. it is but iilir to ;;ay\ hOWt'VCf, that manr English fisherml\n and. boatmeu have manifested

the saml' hpirit of Il-ppredation of scientific work to which W1I hayti just referred as haVing been

disJ!hl~'etl by tIle ushenllen oftbe United Staie6, ami l>Om.~ of them, Hkl'> Capt. David Gray, of
Pl'terhead, ha.\'(~ llJad(~ for thl.lm8(llve$ excellellt reputatiol1s as observers.

EN'l'l'RPRtSE.-'rhe enterprise of tbe New Euglall{l fishermNl if; strikillgly manifested by thl'

rnanuer ill wlJieh they stalld ready to adopt new improvements in the methods of fislJ.ing. Then:,

ilre, of l:()OrSe, eonservati\'es among them, but tlte most enterprising of tlto clas!l arc read~' to adopt,

at once <lny deviee whieh 8eeml:l t{) promise greater efficiency in tl](l jlro~e(jutiou of their business.
It is not in tlJitj pla(~tl lllOCI'-o;sa·ry to describe in delail the wanuer in whieh improvements have ooel]

iJt'llUght aLI(ml. ~'(\ tw""d only refer to the rapid and general adoption of the patent windlaSIl (Ill

the off,i,lllOll' yessehi; to t·hl\ IlUlhlell changes from the'old methods of urailing for mackerel to that.

of caklJjn~ them with jigs, and again from that met-hocl to the use of the pu rse· seine ; to th!'

,,"tt'llsi,-e and Slwt'tly adoption of !Steamers ill HII' menhaden fishery; to tile improvements Wllidl

(J uriu/! the past olle Lundred years Lave beell brought allQut in tlJe model of the whale-boat, awl

within ouc,quarter of th:tt time in that of the seine, boat; to the energetic manner ju which gill'llet",

IHln~ been brunght. intu nse in the cod fishery, and the equalIJ' great iUlprovem~nt01whieb have of
la,le .y".a,rs bpen made in other fisheries,

HAItDlll00D AND DA.1t1!'lGj S'EAMA1iSllIP.-Th.ere 1<', l.\{l hardier or more daring race of ~eamen Ul
Iil., wor](l tlwll till' sailor fiEiherumn of New England. Their training begins at an early age and

t.heir eoustOJllt occupat.ion on board the boats awl vesseJs soon gives them a. p0rfect familiarity

with t.hl\ Waye" [l,lHl the winds in all their phases of manifestation. There is no ooast upon wbieb

IIJe willdJ:> ami weather <trt~ lIlore changeable and mOre trying to the endurance and skjll of f.lw

"l'lHIWll that! that of Sortit America from Flol'ida to Davi8' Straits. There are no fisbermen in a,uy

oUler Imr! of the world who venture so far from the shore at all sefl.80nS and ca~' on their fislJer i !.'8

to 80 lnrge all extent in the 0Ilen sea, hUlJdreds of miles from any harbor. TlJen, too, there is lln

yessel wbidl reqnires so much skill and judgment in its management as tbl> Amerirnl.ll l;chl)On~r;

VODe which is, perhaps, mOte capable of remarkable achievements when properly managed, and

110]1£1 wbich is more liable W diliaster when ill the llabdl! of the unskillful. In the same way t!JI;l
favoritt, AllJ~ric;t1l fil'ibing boat, the dory, is peculiar ill its demands upon the pluck, strength, amI

keenllt'1S6 of tIle per/Soll who i1:l controlling it<! movemeuts. Certain other boat6, such as the whll.)e­

l)(Jat and the 8eille·uoot, which are eXclusively used in eertain branche.s of the APleric.an .fisheries,

require lCils skill to prevent dil:lasoor in tbeir use, but quite as much in their proper llUd 6uooessful

management. The last·menti()ncd boat~ may be regarded as the special development of the inge·

nuit,\' and obser\'l1nt experieuC(l of the fishermen. In nO iDliltanoo have tbe fishermen of other
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('oUlltries essl'nt.iaIly modi'it>d, wiHlin the past ceJltury, tllp gmll1ral form of tlleil' fishing hoatK and

t 11(' appliance" which helong t,o t helIJ. Excl'ption should be mad(·, perhaps, wilu n'fef('Dl~t> to Hie

introduct.ion of ketch ·rigged cutten; :mu steamers into tlle f18heries of Northern Europp, remarkable

progress having tecn maul', I'l'pecially by Great Britain, Germa'ny, and Bolhmd, during thp p:H;t

tw('nt~'-.five ~'ears in the fJdoption of fleeter awl lIIore llIallllgeuble ,'(,s8el" fur the herriIlg, cod, and

heitm-trawl fiRheries. The numerous labor-saving ap}Jliancelii, which may he fUUIllI on board of Hle

American fishing vessels and tisl1ing boats, arc, for the most part, peculiar to the UnitEd Sblte8,

A t the 1JJteruil,tiollal FiHlll'ry Exhibition at BerliII, the (){)ntrast, hetween the appliances of this

kind ill tile European and A meriCfJJl exhihit;; wall ver.y Iloteworth;\' amI waH Hlf~ Hul\kd of eOIJlltant

remark among tlw EuropeHn fiHheI'lllt'lJ who vi,dted the American section. The demaIJ(I for tlw

speedy atlo,.tion of so many appliarwes ill tIle rigging of "ci<l;;e18 aIllI hoats may he fair'~' at,c~omlted

for by t11e fact that our fish('l'men 1'e('l the neeciisity of every aid that ca,1l he n'IlI!t'I'!'d them ill the

trJing circuIIlstances to whieh tll('~- HI'(' 80 oftell exposed. It should also be mpn tioned that the

]l('ce;;sit,v. whkh is eSllccially felt by our fishermcn, of attaining grcM, R}leed for their :filShing vessel IS,

]Ja8 led t.o thc dl~veloImJeIltof a high grade of seamanship, and has It·d ulp,o to thc adoption of

man;y labor-saving aplllianees, by the aid of which mortJ saillS and larger saillS can be managed with

ease and rapidity by orrlinary crews.

There can be no question that sea.manship of a very high typP i~ fOlInd au·ong the fishermen.

·While D1all~! methods are common to the fishing fleet. and t.o Hw mcrchaut ftP,-\t1 the fishing veAfH·li<l

are often obliged to execute maneuvers which wonld be imp081'1ible to the heavier vcsl'ie]s in the

merchant marine.
The fishing vessels are smaller, sharper, and carry sails whicll Rrc larger in proport.ion to the

l'iize of their hulll;, They are, therefore, swifter, and1 as the fishermen expresN it, "!..Jalldil'r."
Relying upon the "'peed and" handiness" of hiH vessel, the fiflherman takes great-cr risks in running
fot" harbors ill heav,Y weather and is con~equellt,ly frequently exposed to emergeueie~which put to

the utmo.st tel>t his own seamanship and the stunchnefls and manageahility of hiN vess('!.

Many of the most !Skillful maswrK of merchant vesself:1 Ilf1ve been trained in the fiKhing school i

and during the late war between the Stares it was not unusual for fishermen to enter the Navy and

to rise to respolli.ible pn8itions.
As might naturally be expected, the fishermen are cc)urageous almost to a fault, both in the

performance of ordinary duties and in rescuing- Olell or YeRsels ill peril. Some of the reSCUCH

lU',complished by them will be mentioned in the chapter 011 public senices.

"'I'beirs is a life of toil," writeI' Mr. Prot'ter1 "amI although fort!uw smiles lllWll them occasi'lIl·

aUX and sends & good SCIIOOI of fish, yet they spend hourll. ami hours at the !"ail, ill tlw hit,ter cold

of'winter, waiting for a bite-' g;rubbing,' as it is termed-with a, famil.y at llollle, wboU! the,)' love

as well as aIlY oue loveB his own; and the bread of this family dellt'lHliIlg npOlI tlw cMeh of fish.

Oft-t:mtimes tll(\/ffi fathers will lie awake at nigh t ill thrur berths, tossed up ami clown h.y the waveI:'

of Georges, e.aeh hoping that he may do w~lI thi8 trip for the sake of his 10\'('d onm; wbo are in need

of many thingll for their comfort,. This is 110 ffl,ncy picture, but t,he eaTIlel>t faets in the H'"e" of the
married ftshennen, who cannot IIta.r at home ill winter, because tlwn) is bread to win, awl t.hey must

win it. Theirs is no holiday existence, hut a continued grappliug with the elements, a I'.trngg]e for

life, with storm and old ocean in its auger to moot; and with pluck and daring they wring Huece~l';

from the ver;y verge of the grave."
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36. SUPERSTITIONS.

THE CA1.'81;8 OF SUPER8'L'!'1'1 ON,-It is cu!';tow ::11',\' amollg writers to give fishermen credit for an

l~xtraordinaryamount, of crl~ulllit,y and superst,itioll. There are .among the fishermen snperstitious

mell, just as tLfTl' are atlJOug their kindred on shore; \'i'hile, on the other lland, the more intelligent

and practical men aWOl)!; t!WIlJ, ('SIJi'dally thost:l horn in the United States, arc, perhaps, among the

h'ast superstitious of me1l: cer1.ainl:-,' as little credulous as any class of sea.fl'l.ring ruen. It is not

1lllu;mal to lind tlJe muster oj' a fishillg vessel, while humoring the prejudices of his crew, himself
thoroulZhly incredulous as to the power of a·ny supernatural in:tluenees over the movements of the

Vl'fHle! or ilw sucee"s of tIl(' voyage.

1\'1 r. ,J. P. Gordy th Hi'! writeo; concerning some of th e superstitious DotioDa among the Glouce6ter

ti~hermell:

"I will not undertake to say to how man)' causes superstition may be due, but one cause, at
least, every OIJC will admit,-a weakness of imagination and reason. 1\-'"'benever you find a mind

too weal' to form fmch a concept-jOll as law: you find a mind which, jf left 10 itself: will hn l:lUpel'·

t'titions. The de'\"elopment of the religious notion ma..\, modif,y the form of t.he sllilerstition, but

witlJ tlw t I dll Tlot propose to deal, since it i" at presHllt. among fii,1lwrtlwlI in too vltryiog propoftiollfl

t.o make. valid an;\' conelusiolHl that rna;y be drawn therefrom. Now, in most circles of society tlt(',

weakl?r mimI/; are not left to tbem~e1vc8. They borrow the opinionfl afl they do the manners of t1le

hight'st ('llItUrl' and the hest iJltellects in the circles in which they move. 'l'hose pronounce super·

stitions ridiculous and they echo their laugh. Even then the tboughts in their minds answering

to abstract. terms hnvt' a grotesquene~~ t.lJat. would del;erve to be called l;uperstitious bad not tlJat

n:tIllt' eome 1.,0 indicate a pr/luliur class of grot.esque ideas. Now'fisbermen are very empbatically

left to thf'illl:lelves. They imvlJ all little eult,nre, a" little (illntact with culture, as any eIfts!;; in the

hUH1. Thl' most, intelligent among them are prevented by tiJeir limited opportunities for inter·

eourtlc from wielding the influence which naturally belongs to power, and superstitioll, as a rule, IS

the natural result. This is especially so when you take into consideration another cause whieh

workH with peculiar force among" fisllflrmen. I think that ~ lIlong people whose mental structure

iTI(~lillt'>; tlJeJll that Wlt:-,' flUperstitiolli'! aTe more or lesfi prevalent according to the frequency with

whidl theJ COlIif' iIi enntaet with variablc and incalculable events. Supero;titions are due, in part

a.t.. If':tst, to the eau>;e·sf'f:'kin~ iIlstiTH~t; and when a Ilew phenomenon appears, or an old one at time~

and under circum~talle"Swhich cannot lJe predicted, this instinct demands satisfaction. Now, of

all dasses ill Uw world, fislwrmell deal witlt phl;lllomena with the cause of which thtS are most.

thonmghJ:r llTmefjuaiuted. When aml from what quarter tbo wind will blow; when and whyJish

will he abuudant; wily tile sdJOols are lal'ge at IIOJlJe times and small at others-are qnestions they
carmot answer. Theile are tIw I':wLs which determine their SUCceSlol and upon which their observa­

tion is COll1>ltll.lItly directed, and unless the fi8hermau has the balance of mind which enables a mall

of strcugth to hold his judgment in Husllemlc, he ill likely to assign a cause which, if realized in

his imagillutioll, i" ,limOJ,;l certain to be a 8uperstition. Fr(llU these three causes, therefore-their

lack of int.elligence and culture, their lack of contact with these, and tbeir constant observation of

irregular fll.cts-fisbermcn a1:l 11 dll,SS are extremely likely to \)e /,lllpen;titious."

'Witbout fW'ther discLl:;sion as to the causeN of superstition, we will consi{ler some of the most

common and widespread l;upel'st.it.iollfi-lSuch as ma.y be found on an;y fishing vessel, sud such as

are aJwa,Ys firmly believed in hy many of the crew. ,Ve shall Mpeak particnlarly of the supersti­

tions pn·v,~hmt, among tbe COloncester fishermen. Among the fisherroeTl of European lJirlJt, 8n

maTl,\' of whom may be fouud 011 the whaling and other vessels on the coast of Oalifornia, entirel.'
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anotber class of superstitions uonbtles8 l)reva,il, similar to or identical with thoR(! current ill tlw

countries whence, tiley came.

The 8uperstitions of the fisherroelJ may be rought,\" eh.lssitit~(l iuto three group.';: (1) O:mwR fwd

ilHlicatious of ill Iud;:; (2) ~uperstitioll8 regarding' the \n~atller and oHler lJatllraJ plwlIolflelJa Wllidl

ma,,!, or may Ilot roillte to ernll'leS; (3) snpefshtiolli; usages whicll han' lJO sIwei;J1 hearing npou the

welfare of the fishermall.

CAUSES AND I]'I;DICATI0NS 01; II.!, u;cK,-A .IOIHill is ~1Il'y per80U~ thiug, 01' aet, which i .. sup·

posed to hring ill Inck upon a vo~'age. 11 j1; dHlI'aeteri.'!tie of the feliTlef,Slleo;S of UI(' G 100we"tel'

jj"hermlill and thf; energy with 'which he throws lJim"elf iuto his occulHltioll tlmt thdw jJl'ejm!i('e"

0[' ill Iucl;, arc rarely applied to Hie fate of the ,e1;8('] itselt: UOllcernillg' t lliloi the weli ll:l\"t' hut lil (h~

',\tlxicty, tl).",it whol", iutt'rcI:\t bl:'ing in H1C, ,su\:ccB:;,ful COUll)lctioll of the vnY'1ge, Tlww an: many

Idllds of Jonahs.

Certain persmlS are often seleeted by the fisht'flllcn ati ,JollahB, ueillg' tllOlw lIIell whQ IHI\'C bt'PIi

nlllucky in their fishing voyage;;;. 'Tbe belief in lnek i'" vel',\' UPCjH,w<l,tpd. \YhCII a w:;;;;;1:\1 lbi unlucky

011 one of its voyagcloi some of the crew are pretty eel'tain to 1('1l VI,; amI to sLip OJl other v('sRel",. III

the COUrl:>8 of coustant challging from Due vesllel to another certain llH'lJ dlU1Wt' for a IllUllhel' of

,~llcce8sive voyages f,o ahiJI Oll hmtrd of U1I snccef\st'1l1 vC$seJs, The" ill I[wk " tJf theRe men 150011

heeOllll'S known amOIlg tlH;jir comrades, and tllpy al'e Ol'alJdtld as .rOlla.J.l:';. A llIali may \ll' llxtrewely

successful for a number of years antI later lJe ilia)' fail Oil a few voyagt'i': ami it i:,; at Ql.we lSaid of

him that his luck has changed a.nd that Iii' i.las heeoultj a ,Tonah, Mell are sometiuH;s discllflrg('(l

from vessels because of their reputaf,ion ill'\ .lollah~, although Ull other fault eun be founu with tut'>lll.

Sometimes when a. ve0;8e1 i8 unlucky iht" ern\' re);\oyL til a 8tt~lllg(\ metbod. of deh'rmil\ill~tlw uuh\cky

otie. They induce the oook to put a nail or a piece of wood or coal ill a loaf of bread, amI the mall

who happens to get tMI' is declared a .lOllah, It bas been ob8erved, lww(wer, that wlu.'n thl' e')(lk\;

verdict has been pronounced against a man who holds a good reJlutatiOll as a ll;,;heI'lU:l11 amI lncky

lIlan it has little effect. "I,uck" is eVt.1rythilig', alld no kiwI of divilliltloll will emlllt.emct it.'! influ­

ence upon the reputation of its llappy possessor. Sometimes tlle flsbel'IIlHll resorts to struuge

expedients to free himself frOIlJ the odor of" i1I lurk" wbieh ding'S to him. l~or iusbuwp, 11(\ will

e(l,l'ry hi" l:.w,<l·saek 1m dee1<: and ~t, it Oll tire, and fumigate himself thoroughly, for tIle purpose of

eXOlocising t be t\t'"iJ influence,
Vessels sometimes get, the reputlltiotl of being Jonahs. 'fbeHe "(~Hsels ba.ye eOllside,rahle tliill·

cnlty in gfltting- crews until their luck changes. They are sOIUctiruelS withdrawn fmm the 11s1l·

eries on this account. The schooner Florenet.!, whi(~h was sold from Glollcesh.'r t<1 Xcw LmHIon, flUlI

afterwards madc excee(liTJgly "uctlcll);;ful fur'l:'>eahng trl.}):', ill the AntaTctic O;:,e~,H, \m(',~ had a had.

reputation as a Jonah, which perhaps influenced bel' owners to t.ak(, her out of the fisheries. The

!lallJe vessel subsequentl,)' trani'Jported the Howgatf' expedition to Cumlwrland SOllud.

Certa,in articles of personal propert~' or apparel are thought to be .Jollahs, .A mall C11ITJillg­

a black valise or wearing whit.e woolen stockings or blne mittells would find much difficulty ill

1:!hipping on boa.rd of a GlouCQ<lter vessel. .A. hla~k va-Ii ,,8 is f(·gu I'(le{l wi tll special tl laraVOl', awl

the :.tlmost llni"ers.'11 use of white mittenS and Ilipllers is largely due to this COUllllon prejudice

regal'dillg oolor. It is not unCOlilUlon for the more influeutial /tnd skillful fishermen to carry with

them sOlUe of these suspiciouR articles for the purpose of overcoming the llr~judic~sof their assn,

\'lates, and tbe inftuence of 8uch mell 'is lmsillg f.\"ood {':!fect. 'rh{,f'(', are oth(',r ki.nd" of J\mah;; wlJ.i<lh

arB not so generally belitwotl iu. SOllie fh;h{\rullm, fur ins.t:l..llce, thi uk Unit it is a ,TOWIll to make

tn,Y boat.. or models Oil board tlle YI:'S"el; ol!lern, tbu t a tlU(IJ{\ or a cheeker·lmard is a JOllah; fJthel'<l,
t\\'en, that it, is a Jonah to leave a bucket half-full of water 011 deck; or to soak mackerel in a bucket,
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Rayillg' that. "RO long as you soak tbem in a bocket, you will never get enotl~h to Roak in a barrel."

Some thillk it iR a Jonah, when a n'ssel is coming to anchor on the Banks and is "sticking out" her

cable, to have a splice 8tOP in thc hawilc-pipe, amI it is frequent.ly remarked h.r Rueh that tue vessel
will not be RuceeRsful ill tlJat berth, and the H'snlt will he tuaf. flhr; will haye to change het' pOlidtioll.

It il> also thought, hy a verJ- few how~Yer, that it is a .Tonah to have a. <lor~', ill leaving tue veSlSel,
turn ronn(} from right to left or in a direction l\ont,rary to that of the SUll. Some skippers think it
is a ,Jonah to keep the Yessei's deck clean when on the fishing grounds, and they will allow olily

slwh dea,ning af; is abHolutely necessary. Others, on the contrary, are very particular in the matter
of having their ve8.'lcls kept clean.

The ]lrevahmt helief in "luck" has already been mentioned. OHrtain vessels and lien acqHire

the enyiahle rpjlutation of beIng the luckiest itl the fleet, alld it is alway" thougllt a piece of good

fortuile to be able to ship OIl board of snch vessels or in company with such mell. Oel'taill article~

also gain the reputation of bringing good luck. For instance. during the past t,wo or three years,

since the United States Fish OOllJIlliSRion hal' been sending' out collecting tanks full of alcohol on

somc of the vessels, it has come to be regarded bS many of the fishermen as a matter of good luck

to have one on board. One of the most successful Gloucester skippers went out on a voyage in

]880 without the tank which he had beeu accustomed to carry and was unsuccessful. Upon his

return he came to the headquarterli of the Commission and beg-g'cd for a tank, i;aying that, be would

not, OIl J.my account" go out again to the fil'ihiug grounds withont collecting materi3ls Oil boanl.
Such insta HC,cS ,HI these are mentioned simply to indicate how great importance is given to little

thiHg'~, and to show bow the 8uperstitiollS instincts of these men lead them rapidly from one belief

to another, while the general skt'ptical tendpuc,Y of the age prevents allY very strong and penna­

nent belief in any particnlar form of supers titlltion ,

UNLUCKY DAYS AND ACTs.-The belief that Ii'riday is an unlucky day still holds among­

many of the fishermen, but the old illea i.'l fast dying out. A quarter of a century ago few

Glollcester fishermen would go to :-lei!. 011 <~Pri(lay, but at the present time littln attention i8 paid

to this; and in this respect the fishing vessels are perhap~ in ad vance of many vessels in thl:'

merchant marine and in the Navy. This revolution ill opinion... has been brought about sirnplJ
through the influence of a few independent and determined men.

Certain acts are considered unlucky; for instance; to kill a "Mother Carey's chicken" or

pet.rel. This superstition is also going out !'!inco many of the vessels during the past yean; IU1YC

been obli~ed to kill these birds for bait. It is regarded unluck;\' by a great many l1sherlUelJ to

drive a nail on Sunday. To combat tbil'l idea certain skipllers have been known to amuse them­

selves on that day when at sea by driving nails. It is unlucky to leave a hatch bottom side up
upon the deck; such an act is supposed to be the possible caU8e of some future disaster to ill,!

vessel.
Accident!!ll too, are unlucky and a,re sometimes regarded all sufficient reasons for disaster. '1'0

let a hatch fall dowII into thfl hold is considered especially unt'ortnuate, whilfj to break a looking­

gla!''\; i" disa"treus not only to the vel'lsel but to the person, famil;Yl and friends of the man who is tIle

caust' of the hreakage."
Fishermen are not a" a rule given to fortloodtngs of til. They always go to sea with brave

heartii, the idea that they rna;\' never return to port seldom being allowed consideration, no matter
how many of their comrades have beeu lost within a few day!!.

-------------
• TIll' 1'IlIl''''''''Utjon regarding tut' ill offeet~ whiel, WIO~- rCAult from breaking a looking-glass is very wide-spread on

rill<>rl' ll" well H'" Il"lI>Ug aeamen. In variou~ pn·rtb of t.b.. Fui~ed StMes-in the eities a·s well as in rnral di8t.ri"ts---thfl
fNUal'k i~ uftc\l) h"nrd that the Lrea-king of .. gll1!lb indiclltt'b " !Ie,en ycar~ bard lock," It will be seen that this belj,,(
i~ 1lot coutine,l to fisbermen, hut, Hke man.\' olher l'Iupel'!ltitioDI'I with whicb they are credited, is doobtll'lllll bOlTOWell
from l'eo}llo Oil shore.
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Hm.JEFS REGARDn'G NATrRAL IJ HKNOMEr\A,-Amollp; fii>hermcn we find til" oniinar.y

ul,lieJ,; regflrdiug the influenee, of changeR of the moon UpOll thl.' weather. The fish('I'JlI1m, like

auy vtuer sailol', will often whistll' fo!' 11 wiutI or wi]] .-tiel.: hif; j,ultE, into thl; aft f;i(lf· of tlH' IlJaf;t to
ill,,;Ill'IJ it fair ·winu. Thp fisht'ruwn nb8ern! earefuJly tlle direction of i>lJootillg·;;!m''', lJlillkiug jJJ~!l

the wind will tome from tlw direct-iUT! towanl 11'hiel1 tbe stars ",hoot. Thf>n, is a C\,'llJIllUli hplief ill

:\lainc that the flood· tide bring's ill a wind, that th~ wind is lib,];>.' to die out with its {'hh, all';u that

it is lllore likely ttl raiu Oll tbe {'UU than {Ill the flood; and tlJis belief i" man' or 1I~;;," COl1ll1101l all

aloug thc New Eugland coast.. III .l\1a.ilh\ tlw fhd.wrmcn helim'c that children are alw:I.n; bol'll WhPll

the tide is at the full and die wlwl1 it it' ehbing, a.nll tLat only at tbis !atWI' sta~t' of nil' tide do

deatll'" occur,

""Vhell the sun 'I sets up itl' hanksta:",.,/, or I'uraws water" in t hc IlIoruing, it is 11 ,~igll or fOlll

wliather; at night, of f:tir weathcr; "sun-dogs," or parLelia, indicate fonl w{'ather.

When tile win(} back.'!, or 'Veers fl'OUl right to heft or against the 81U1, it is believl'd t11<~t it \\'ill

1I0t contiuu{) st-ead,r. This bdid' is so COlllil101J ;lwODg seamcn tha-f aD old dist.ich te/l.~ UK thM;

,,",'hen t.h,'. \\'illd l>aek"l1~ against. tl", Slll'

Trost it nol, for ba,ek it' J1 rnn.

If the wind moderates with the setting of tLe ",UIl, it will rise ag-aitl WitI'll the "un rises.

The peellliar appearaneo in the water whip,h the fisllermen llescl'jlH' as ":1 crack in til(' water,"

l'efJll ill ea1m weather, is tht; sign of an lJaskr]y winll,

'I'be fir!' of St. Elmo, t]w "(\omposant.s" (Nl7p(l wnfo'f), as tbo fh,lJerlll('lI eall it, i" fpg-al'tle,1 as

a lla.tnral phcnomeuoD, It iR 1H'lirvcrl to rise lligher upon tbe rua~t as the "torln illl'relHwR. and at

t:,lH' eulmillatioD of tlw storm f,() readl thl' highe,.;t point Oil fI v(!ssel's f'.JlHrfi. or rigging.

Backing winds are generaU,,· followed by nnsettIed weather; hauling wind" are thought to

illdjca.te settled weather.

The following are oIt1 saw.., of general prevalence:

~l<1cl;erd ~k~' <llHI u.u.n·~' lail~,

:!tlakc lofty ~hil'~ eun.,\, low ~ail~.

.HainlH.nv in t lw· morn ill~)

Sailor::l-' tah.t~ 'YH,rn ing;
Rninbow nt nighl,

SaIlor~' <1 d i ~·ht.

EVBuing rN1 t 8]1(1 mornillf.!; A"}la.l'~

Is & .foIlln~ !,:,ign of n. pl~m.-:a.llt, an;.-" ;
But. tl~'elling gTa~' and lHornjng rf1fl,
Will hrillg (\<)\\"11 rnill "I",n ynnf lwHd.

It' t.he Ioorn ing i~ lIi.:u·},,:!ld l~~~ an ~~:ud.(Itl~~ g:liu,
'rho ovening \Y j 11 bring r~dn to Wl~t :yOlll:' KkitL

If ill t]lt' ~01J1..hW"Kt you ~",... _n, arr," Bk:-,
D~}n~c .yonT flying l\ite.~~ for n. ~tnt'lH 1~ nigh.·

SOfie of the/:l(l belicf~ 0011Cerllillg" the \Vcather doubtll's-,> han~ mal'll or lesi> iouudation in fact,

an d are based on a close ob.<;ervat.iOll of rCRu11 s growing uut of II atural causes, tb ough till' II weather,

*011 the eaat eoa.at of the Unitl,i( Slat{\a and Bdti~h Nort.h AnH'rieao l'rnvinc.." stonn~ f(mwrall~' follow more or
t,,~, cloaelr the ilirection of tho Gulf 8tmam, which, 1'01"1 II of C".1'" HlItt"ru,~, e-1rn;;ely appr"l(iJnat,,~ Tu " nort hell. at
~o"r.~e. The.refoffi, an e:1sterly <>1' nor~h, lLSterly st.orll •. bp;;in~ to l"ew~rd," ast.be ti~hernw,ll~uy; i·hat i~, it gradually
llH>VeH Lo thl' lIorthe&lltwarU. not wit,h~talllIillg t,hl' wi ad ma,'\' be bluw ing headly from tbat direct-ion. As a result, the
Hrat indication of "' ~torm, partiouladY in wiut.~r, j" gtlnl"rully noticed in til<.' c.hanges that. :l.Pl''':u in 1:h" "k~' to tlw
..;oath aud wcaLwar,L If the sky ll.a~mn"H a lla~~', gr<,,;~~' hnk-enlle-.] "' SllJt'flT" l>~' til<' fi~henU<Jll-with sOLa]1 pntch~",

of j""ijOll ;>r ink;" lllollds, ,1 .t,or;n i. illlmill~nt.; h ..r,> li".R tIll' for:tl" of Ibis diRl-ich. Tlle RaUl" rnl11 &Pplje« to the fir~t­
(Ii ,1: ieh ill f!'j.\",'1Td to lhe " ~1l~t.eI'].1' g] in:" ~i ne", if t h<l murning "kr h ~pc')iall)' cl":H in the eURt, so liM t.o form n glin, it
i, g"1JO'mlly thick wiLh llll apl'1"Ilaellillg ~t,{;Tm in tlw "l'l'oKit", dir""l iOll.-./, 'IV. C.
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wise'; obsen'ers may not alway6 be able to explain the relation between the t'signs" and the
chalJgci!i which they predict.

SUPEIUiTlTlQUS USAGEs.-Some fi""hermelJ will not have their hair cut exoopt when the moon

is illereasing in Hizp, fparing that oth€'rwise their hair will fall out. This idea, whil;h is akin to the

COlllIllon oue fOUIlll thrOllgllOlJt. the rural ,1i~tricts of the Eastern and Midule States that animals
killed in thp, waning of thl' moun will shrink when cooked, is by no 1nt>}1ns Jl,~culiar to the fisher­

lllell. TIl{' fishermeu of former dayH, like other sea-faring UJell, were accustomed to wear ear·rings

tn illlprOye their e:p,sig-ht i but tllis cust{)lll is almost, if not entirely, extinct among the Amcriean­
born tislwrIlwn. Once ill :1 while a veteran is still to be fouml with the pic turesqup old ear-l'iugs
ill hi>: ear$. 'l'h,j Europ,mn fishermen of Oalifornia amI the SrmtlWrJI Statm, still adhere to t,hih

l'raetie,·. Sorne fisllermen carry Ilotat<wi'. in their pocketi'. ai'. a. pre'\'"entive of rheumatism; and Weil!'
llutlUegi'l f(luwl their necks to cure scrofulollf'l or other humors. These usages are also shared by Illlll­
drel1s of thousauds of our shore population, who carrs ill their pocket!'! tile "lucky.hone,," of fil'llJl's,

ef'rtain hOllt'S of animals, as \'7ell as horse·chest.nuts aDd other '\'"egetable products as prop1J:ylactic!:\.
"fally of the lZoman Catholics among the fishermen of courso wear amulpts as pefsonal safeguards.

A fisherman who has wounded his finger with a fish-hook will illlmediatel~' stick t,he hook into a

piece of pine wood, thinking that he thus may ha;;teD the cure ot his wound. "'arts are supposed to

be removed by cmmting them and pronouncing O"tl1' thew a certain formula of words. In dressing

eodfish l <lom" ihlherllJell always save the largellt fish to dress last. It iH a ve~' common (JustOlll

to 11ail a horse-RhoI' 011 the end of the howsprit for good luck. Among the Frencb Canadians em­

ployed on onr fishing vessels there are a few who still retain their ancestral belief in spirits and

fairies; and tlle Scotch and Scandillu"ians and otberB have brought onr with them the folk-lore

of tht>ir fatherland. 'I'hey SOOll beeoIIlP ashamed of talkiug about such belieft:>. "-'hate\'er tbeir

pl"inHe opinions may bel th,'y l-1pldom rt'ft'r to them after having been associated for a few years

with their uupoetical and sk,~ptieal shipmateH.

A cnrions cUl-itom is foulJd otJ many of the cod vessels, especiany those of Capt> Cod, connect,erl

with the !11'OeeSS of dressing the fish. After a fish haa been decapitated, its body ill passed by the

beader to tbe splitter. If the bod~' still exhibitll lligns of life, the splitter will usually ask the

header to kill the fish, which he -does by a blow upon the back of the skull. This act, performed

upon the l>{>T('r",d head, iii. supposed t.o hM"e au immediate effect upon the body, which is in the

hands of another man. A Gloucester fishing captain of thirty yea,fs' experience, who sits near us

while we write, remarkH: "It iH a singular thing, but it ill surely true, tbat when the head is treated

in this manner the body always straightens out."

37. DIALECT.

l'ECULlARJTlE~ OP lH.ALECT.-Among the native-born .fl.shermen of New England; particil'

larl~" those of the rural districts of Cape Cod and Maine, a very pure, forcible Englit:>h dialect is

spoken. The inhabitants of thii> region retaiu the peculiar modes of expression in use among their
]~Ilg-tit\h alJ(~IJ,;tor"l who came to this country two hundred years or more ago. It is estimated that

80 JIll!' I:t'llt. of tlw inhabitallts nf Cape Cod at the present day are lineal d~cenda.lltsof English

alHWS ttn·s whn ~t1t1lcd the towns of t hat district between 1620 and 1750; aud the peroentage if>

prohably eqnally Uiol great, if not Iarger, on the coast of Ma,i nc. As is well known, very many of the

Bug-lish iWUlir:rants t{) these regions were Dlen of education and good family. As a cotl6equence

tile Englillh of the shore popula.tions and of the fishermen belonging to those districU! is pure,

idiomat.ic, awl I'tTOllg.Many provincial words, or words which were in common use in England

two ct'llturil'" ago and are now marked as obllolete in the dictionaries, are still in use among"
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them. T1.Ief{l is now ill preparation, in COIll1cction with tlle work of r,be UlIit.f'd StateR Fish Com­

mission, a dictiollu,r.r of wo1'l18 :1lal phrus('s ill use alllong the fi81.wrmell of t1w United States,

which, whmJ IHiblis"lJrd, will atford Illueh matmial l1l'servjng of Ibe attentlOlJ of J!hiJolo~i;.;ts. Tllere

are mall.y expn'l;si VI\ won!" a.nd phrases ill uc;e among the fjsherllll'll-tlw technical Ja~gllage of

thl'ir lnlllllieraft ll}lplie\l tn the operatioll:> of \\aily life-wlJiqh liTe fl111 of llw,ming 10 those wlHl

]i llOW NJOugh of fishing to ulIdl'rstaml thplJ!. V lIrjolL~ U:lUH'S fbr tool<l aud operatiol.lS counected with

Ilwir trade baye been {'oiBel] by tlH'lJI which' nre jJl'wliar amI ba\'{~ IWH'r found place in diction·

arie". Slang i.~, as might he expected, wry popnlar, and the slang- pllra:ws irlyeJlted by t]Je news­
paper paragrapher, the negro millstrel, and tlw aetor in the variety theater an', as ('Ilrreut amoug
tlWllI \l." ill tim street\; of Oil, town~ ;md ',iliap:'cfl. The O1'di.nary pl'Ofcl;sional fI]allg: of 8cam\'cn 'it>

also prc\'ulent amoug them, its ,-o('abulary beiJlg greatly inereased by 81ang u;.;ed OIl],Y hy the

fishermen HI em sehTes.

Mr. Charles Nordhofl'~ ill :t l\olledioll of short stories published lImIer tbe title '~Cape Cod and

All Al(lllg ShOl'(lt has giYCu t'xeellellL iIlu."tration~ of the Calle Cod tlialect. particnlarly that of
Chll.tha\l\, Har~iell, 11nu the lWll,!;llhol'i\lg t\\Wl\\'., tlw trnthf\tlne\\s of whieh is all th<- mono appa,Nlt

wlwn compared with the diaket in ~Ii.~,,, )IeL(~all\; "Capl' Cod Folks." "Peter Gott, the Cape Ann

FislJermllll/' a story by Ill'. Josl'ph Rl'ynolds, is also a treasury of good old Cape Ann lallguage.

'l'he "Fisherman's Own nl)ok," tbe "FislJermaJl;:'; Memorial amI nl~l'oI'(l Book," and" The Fisher­

wall's Soug Dook," three !ittll' '·OllllIWf: }11lhli><lH'd II,\' Proet.!'.r Brothers of fllmwl~f:ter, eOlltain many

wmws in difl,lect.
The following lilies by Hiram Rich, of Glonepster, represent a fairly satisfactory attempt-pel"

haps the most successful yet made-to record tbe diuleet of the fishermen of the olden time:

THE SKIPl'EH-IIER~fIT.

For thil't.y year l come herrin'· time,
Through many kind 0' weather,

Tbe "Wren" an; me h,t\Te come an' gone,

An' held our OWl) together.

])0' know as she is good as IJ(\W,

Do' know as I aID, nut,her;

But she is truer'n kW an' kill,

Or aoy but a mother.

They're at me now to stay fl!lhore,

But while we've hand an' tiller,

SiuyH stick to me an' I to her,-

To leave the ""'Yrell" wouitl kill bel'.

M;r feet ha'"e worn the deck; ye see

How watches leam their t,races,
An' write on oak an' pine as plain

As winters on our faces!

But alier all is said an' done,

There's 8ometbin' 801'1. 0' human

About a boat that takes at last
The plaee tY cbild and woman;

BEO IV----5.

An' .yet whou ll1ave seen some things­

Their mothers let me toss 'em-

]\Iy boat, she seeml\d a barnacle
'I.ong"id('> a lWf\ll-new hlol';MID.

Sometimes to me the breeze off-shore

Comes out npon the water,

As if it left the gtlWC of her-
No wife to me nor daughter.

Lor! jf I kuowed where groon or no

The turf if! f'1we(~t ahoye her,
I'd 1m.\' a bit 0' ground there,-wido

As a gull's wings would cover.

We know the tril~ks 0' wiud au' tide

That mean an' make disaster,

An' balk 'elll, too-the" Wren" au' me­

Off on the 01' Man's Pastor.
Da~' ont all' in the bhlCkfish there

Go wabblin' out all' under,

An' niA'ht.s we watch the coasters creep
From light to light in yonder.
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An' then ag'in we lay an' lay
Off WOllflon'll Cove or Oakses­

Sone go b:y our compas/;-!igIlt,
Sor we by other folkse!:l.

ABhore, the ball·room winders shiue
Till weary foot are 'warl.lin',

But here an' there's a sick-room light
That winks awa;y till m01'llin',

An' Sundays we go nigher in,
To hea.r tl10 bell;; 8-rillgill',­

1 aint no hand for '1crmons, ,','OU,

Bnt sing'in's allors '1iugin'.

The weatuercock!o\-IlO two agree­

Like men they arg' an' differ,
While in the cuddy-wa.y I Bet

.An' take my pipe, an' whiff her.

II

My pipe-{lh! p'ison' might,y s·l·o-w;
It makes my dreamin' clearer,

TliouJ:;h what I fill it with now-days
Is growill' dearer 'n' dearer.

I tak~'s iny comfnrt when it comes,

Tlwn no lee-lurclJ can spill it,

An' jf IUy lIet is empty, Lor'!

'Yhy, lwwean gl'owlin' fill itf

All' SO we jog tlJe hours away,
'I'lw f',Tllls th/;.f coo tm' t~ttl€,

Till on tlie hill the sundown red
Start,; up the dnlwl;ill' c,title.

The seiners row their ji~ger8 b.y;

1 pull the r:;]iJe half over,
An'shet rlJe !Slwrc out, an' the smell

Of sea·weed swedeI'n cJov~r.

The following '1&ewh, Quoted from a ltosum ncw8paper, contains a fair example of the tisher·

man's dialect: •
"'Wall, you, I 800 anuther fisherman has gone down,' said a rugged, weather-beaten veteran

of the sea to a reporter who, as was his wont, ha.d invaded the quarters of the old salt near OOlll­

mercial wbarf. The spea.ker flat on an npturued keg, aud Imd just tilli8hecl J't.'ading the accouut of
th(l loss of the Maud S., which bad gone down Dear Ha,lf- WilY l:oek, oft' Portland Hl1I'hor, not JOllg

betore.
"'It's cur'ous. Sometimes a vtls8el '11 go down ',; ea,,;y's 11Othin', 'n' tlWIl agin she'll live whar

you wouldn't say th' wus a ghost of a show. Xow, thaT was tIle Rattler, pitchpolcd over the
shoaltl off Cape Ann at midnight, some thirte<>n rears ago, in a galt\ of wiud, 'n' come right side np
'n' got into port safe with every man on board/ and the old man paused and IlutientJy waited for

the usual-
". How wa.s that, cap'»'"
"With a preparatory' wall,' while a satisfied look overspread his face, tLe captain continued:
'" Oue of the wust shoal", on the New Englull' coast is 'bout twenty·two league off Ca,pe Ann,

called Cashe'li Shoals; yet fill' aU that th'r ain't much said 'bont 'em, which I never could explain,
fur more vessels uv gone dowll thar than on any ShOI\l of the Bame size alollg tile coast.'

.. 'How large are the sh,lalllY'

'" Wall, sailin' either side a quarter 'v a mile an' ;you're in sixt;y or seventy fathom, but right
uIl the shoals, Which is only a few rod across, the waUlr ain't much over twenty feet deep. Wh,Y,

Wi' 60 shaller I've Been kelp growin' Ull on top 0' the watel', an' when thar'~ a blow ltD' the big
seas come rollin' in thaI"s I've seen 'em-a hundred feet choppin' down on the bottom-I tell you
it's cruel. No shil' could Iivo thar in a storm, an' only smaller vessels can go oyer ill calm weather,

Wall, the Rattler, as I was a spealrin' of, WUl! comin' 'long down the coast from Newf'll'land

loaded with frozen herrin'. The night wus a black one, 'n the cap'n waa off hit> :reck'nin'. Least,-

• The faetll in the mlotle are truthfully d'18criboo. The Rattler, while returning to Gloucester ti:om a voy~e to
N"wlollUdland, in J.:lUll&rJ', 2867, W3l/ oVtlrtll.k;eu by Ii fnriOi'.lB glile in the viciidty at Cash,,'ll Loogti. iShtl w.-s Btrllck
by a heavy Ilfla, thrown on her OOiloill emu or roll..d OV6r, and finally rightod with the loSll of both muUl. She arrived
in Olouceawr a ftlw" days later.
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wars, fu~t thing anyone knowed, a big sea lifted the vessel !ln' 'pitelH~llller forr:lI'd. SlIe 6trucl;: her

Iloseon the bottom, an' jUl>t then llllotlwr big Ol,l' >:l.l'uek her f'<dr in the llI:ern, au' lifted it clean o.er

tho bow; hoI' masts struck all' I:iJHljlf/l"d off, all' l:ill<.~ went over the shoah; <tIl' floated in deep water

on the other side, fair an' I;quare 011 her keel, with both masts broke ofl' to 'ithin fifteen fect 0'
the deck.'

" "Vbere were the crew"

'l' Oh, tbey were down l,elDw. TIley l:iaill j twa>: a.ll over afore they knew \I'hat was up; the;y

didn't sense it at ltll at first. They saitI; :lll it wa~ llwy was Bettin' tLar 'll t.lJt~II/ ilhH;tratiug h,)' a

motion of the h,md t()wanl tIle ceiling al)(1 h:lek to tJll' 1](,0J'; • they I:itru(;1;: lile dt,(~]{ 'll th(m came
down agin an in a heap on Ihe floor_ 'l'lJe~' got \11' 011 t1l(' (t(·t-1:, ki11(l 0 ' <.lnz(-d like, an' thur she
W'UB , a complee wreck.'

," How about the mall at t.he !wJIlJ ~ 1

'" Ob, he was lashed. But he Sill(] arterwerds, when he felt tbe old craft ",piIJlJin' over, he

thought it was a.]J oyer with llim. Ill' In~ltl 011 tel' the wlwel fur <.leur life all' neH~r 10l>t IJis gTip;
but 1 ten .you that.'s f1 tremelldous :;traill Ull a mall.' A lld tll(' old C:'1,taill dt'llthed lds large liUIl­

(lular bauds as if he thought ht~, too, ihr a, tllJlP, wll." being Btlbjl'd ell to tLt, f;ume I>traill. • IIe wns

lJI'ctt.;y nigh gone; but thl'y ulIlasht·tl hUll, took him down l't;Iuw, and dnl 1'ot· him all they could.

Arter the~' got into port, he Wl,H laid up fur a long time, but tirJ:l.JJy come rouud all right!

'" How did thcJ-' manage to g-t't into port with tJJeir n~,,;sd a. wrf'ek ?'

" ( They had a fair wind, the current was ill their favor, all' they finally fell ill \vith a vessel
that towed 'em in alll'ight. That was the llar're"t 'scape 1 C'\"('r Leerd of fur a yessPl.'

" 'Their good angels wert' watcLitlg over til« erew th,lt llight" I:illl'C. If allY OlW but you, cap"
laill, had told me that story I lIIu:,;1- .~a'y I lo;LoulJ ha,w\ tlOlllllt'tl it.'

,I, \Vall, you ueedrh douLt it, for iUt:' gOl:il't'1 tlUill, all' the lllall who oWlled the yelll;e! was
Andrew Leightoll, of Glo'stC!\ an' the cap'/) who Hailt,d liel' was Hampel Ht\:lrsP.' AmI 01(' yelerau

fi8h·dealer brought down his clinched hand upon all iCl'-che.st that stood within readl with an

pmliuasi8 tha,t 6ett!ed aU debate lllore efli,('tll;J.ll~· than the mod sllccesshll gag law eYer put in

practice by the most astute politician."

DIALECT OF MARBI,RHRAli VIBllBRM.Br-;.-'l'IIC' £I',,;t settlCI's of Marhlvheal1 eame from the south

of Eughmd, and many of them froUl t1l(l GtWI"IlSP,Y HUtI other Cllfllllwi i;;lalH.ls, and the !w(',uliarities

of the diall',cts of their llneestms am still oLl:ierY:l lJle ill t,his old town. Hanus, in his IIir:ltory of

1farhlehead, sa,rs:
"So broad and quick was their prollullciation, and so stmnge were the idioms characterizing

their speech, that a nati{'tl of the town was known whenwer !Ie Wl'nt. Nor was this l)Nmliarit~'

confined to any class or conditioll of men Iw;iding in the tOWIl. All t>hared it alike) of whatever
l'ank or condition in life. '.rht.J words were cllpp(\d ufl' very shorny, awl in ..Ollie bedions there was

II "light difference ill the dialect noticeable. The' Cuny Laue' lwoph, always dwpped the (h 1 in

!;jleakil.lg, and their vernm:ular was much like that of a cuc!,ney Eugli:;hman, ill adJition to that

whilJll betrayed them 'to tIle manner born.'
"Rardl,)' a family in the olden time (-"scaped with a eorrect ]lronllIleiat!oIl of its name. The

llame of Crowninshield became (G rounsel;' Orne Wl18 tranlSformcd t,o ' Home j Trefry was variously

prouounood 'Duvy,' 'Tevy," Tnwye,' and 'Trefl'tIY;' Qlliner became 'CooDier;' Florence was clipped

to' Flurry,' and Thrasher W31i abhreviated to 'Tm~h/

"So accustomed were many of the inhabitants to the cognoml.'l.l bJ' which they wen', known that

ill Borne instances they did not recognize their own names whcn called boY tlH~m. Au instance, of

this kind is rolated in the 'Lifo and Letters of Judge Story,' who was a llati\'e of the toWll. O~oo



68 FISHERl\mN OF THE UNITED STATES.'

while Iw wus trying' a case in the circuit court, in Boston, the clerk cllllNl out the name of one of

the jury as )liclIal'1 Trdl'rey (it heing 80 S11elt). No answer was given. Again hll was caBell, awl
BUll there was siletJ~e. lIt is very strange,' said tile· clerk, 'I saw that man here. not two minutes

ug'o.' '\Vhere does lw come from1' asked the Jndg;e. 'J\larlJ~ehelHl, rna;,-' it J,lease your hOllor,'
l;H,itl the elerk. 'If that'" tIle easl',' said ill(' jnllp:\'. 'Il't nw see the Ii>;t.' The ell'rk i.JlUJ(h~d it up to
him. He looked at the sump a wi!lutp aIHI, llilIJding- had. the ]jr-;t, Io;aid, 'c,iu l\Iike Tn'vyC' (throw·

ing the aecent on the laM 1,;;Y.llahI,'). '1\1ik(' 'fl\'\~'ye,' caH,!l1 tltl' eh>rk. 'Here,' llllswered It gmff

voice. 'Vfll'y did 'yon !lot UIJSW{'f before ?' uskeu the derk. 'Tl'e1IreJ jf:; lJO way to pronOUlIt;e Iny

uame,' suid the jllrYIJI:.l.J1; 'lHy llalllf~ is .Mike TreY}e, as the jlllige know$.'

"AllOtlllJr HlH'ellote ill the ~mne pnrpose is related in the work: IOn one occasi(m, when !o;OlJJC

of OUI' Ii:;!lel'IJwlI Wt'l't' ill court. to settle a mutiny which had taken lJlace on the Grawl Danks (of

KpwfoumllHllll), alit', Oll 1If'jllg: l~al1t'll to slate \vlm! he knew, saill that the i>kipper awl olle of his

IIhipflJatt's hall wlllit II.' call,~(l a Ljor of ilp.' The 11residing judge in YaiH f']llleavoTcd h' get a more

illtdIIg'ihle a Il,.,w~'r, ami fillallr JutlgP, Story W311 call.'l1 npoll, as usual, to act as lIltel'l'retl'r to his

towllsmun, whkh he did, telling' the court that a Ljor of He' in the i\brblt'lwatl dialect. was 'uja\\',

II II'hile,' whi(~h, beiug interpreted, moant that till' two men ahused each otber grossly for some time.

"Thoug-h the diah~et onec so general amoll/; t he peoph~ is now almost extinct, tl..w!"C are many
words UOlNI oeca:sionally to know the meaning' of which wonltl puzzle a stranger. Often whon any
of the natiH's fed cold or chillS tbey will say they are 'crimllly.' If they lo:.e their way in the

dal'k amI become eoufuserl or l)('wilrleretl, flip)" will sa·,Y that they were' pixilateu.' In spealdug
of tIle ceiling of a room maTl)' of the ohler 1l{'llple still call it 'planchment.' When a lady OJI

examiniug a piece of sewing finds that it is carelessl,r or impmperly dOlle, it is not unusual for ber to

call the work a 'frouclJ.' 'Wben food has 'been improperly cooked it is spoken of as 'cautch.' ,,"'hen

"el'Y angry for any reason it is a COlllmon OCl~urreucc to bear some one exclaim, 'Squeal 'illl np!'
'Squeal something at bi Ill!' or 'He ought to be squealed np I' wbich being interpreted means,

'Throw something at him l' (He onght to be 8tonetl!' 'Stolle him l' A crumb or a small piece of

anything is called a 'gTnmmet,' and a sulk." or ill·natured person is said to be 'grouty.'"

FISHER)!E:;[ OF GHA.,....,n MAKAN.-A writer in the Gloncester Telegrapb of July 16, 1870, says:

,; The .fishermen of Urand Manan have a patoUi of their own. ,"Yhen one of them speaks of

his' brush' you do not at first suspect that he refers to his bllir. His boots are '8tomperll,'

while Ilis knif,~ is 11 • throater,' and his apron It 'ba.l'vil.' His hook is a 'dragon,' and his boat"

'pinkies,' 'pogics,' and 'jiggers.' He wonts time by the tide, and covenants with the parsoll to
marl'''' him to Suku about' slack water.' The various .preparations of flour aml meal are known

as 'fish-smotbl\r,' 'duff,' and 'joe·floggers '; hard bread and apples are 'grunt.' He applies

• sbe' to o,el'ything, from his wife to a cart~wheel or duck."

38. LITERARY TASTES.

Through the great abundance of cheap pnblications, at the present day, the fiBhermen ate
enabled to provide themselws with liternrr entertainment at small cost. The liability of baving
valuable books impaired or destroyed is often a reason for not carr.ying them on shillboant "\Ve
quote the statement of Mr. A. Howard Clark concerning the general chflracter of the literatore

AOld to fishermen by the newsdealers of GloucpsWr. He writes:

"I ha,ve called upon the newsdealers to a&certain the character and quantity of' reading mat­

tel' sold to the fishermen. The result as to character is a little better than I 'expected. They do
not read magazines, such as Harper's Monthly, ScrHmer's, or the Atlantic. The great favorites

w~th them. used 10 be trasbj' dime no vcIs, but the large nrietyof story papers now published
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has largely taken tbeir plaN,,! altbough some are still sold. The following are the wpekly pRperS

taken by Gloucester newsdealers and read mostly by the fishermen: New YOI',4 Vleekly,100 copies

per week; Saturday Night, 90 eopit's ller week; Fireside COIllllalJiOTl,90 copi<>s Iler week; Kew
York Lt'dger, 70 copies pel' weck; Police News, 55 copies per w(>('k; l'amily Story I'uper,;;O copies

per week; Yankee Blade, 2i:i copies per week; Harper's "\Vccklr, 20 copies per week; Frank Les·
lie's Illustrllted,:!O copie;.; pl'r week. About 350 copies of thu Va-pe .Ann Ad,crtii;{,l' arc sold to the

fisLll~rmen; somB daily paperl';. wlJen the fleet is hI port, for home reading; am} about 1,000 copies

yea.rly of dime noyels and cheaJllihrary stories, sueh as make up Seaside Library."

It hi bJ' no meallS tlIHumal to iilld Oil ooard fishing vessels some of tlte ehoieel[;t oooks ill the

Bil gJish lab g'uilg"l'--his tory, poetry, and biography.

Dickens' works are \'ory popUlar among WililY of the fh;hermen; Sltake1<peare, Byron, Cowper,

awl Abbott's" Lif(\ of Nal'0leoll" ar(\ among t he works which we ourselves have seen on yesscls.

rhiiantlJropists might secure a Y(;ry great iuf1ueJwc 0\71'1' the fishermen of OIOlH'ester amI other

ports by systematieully supplying the vesse},; with a slllaJilibrar~· of well-sdeeteJ hool,,;, or, better

8till, by -c8tablit5hillg for the Ui\C of the fishermen H well·planned drculatiug library. 'The fit5bermen

Brc mCH of active lUluds, amI lllilll;r of tlJl'Jj) lJ:wc rejjveu illld sllHlious taMes, Such a liomry

sL onld he in tlle ch arge of SOHlI' p'.'l'MJlI who conIII lJ el p tlll' fi sh ermen ill RC1eettng their books, and

who would take llaills to I:!tilllnla~ their illtHe~t iu IiterarJ' slll:jects.

In Ghmcl'ster aloue are oyer four thousa.nd men, half of whom, at lenst, would doubtless
rejoice gre:ltl,y (I\-er the po~>;ef\siofJ of l'tlme sneh facilities fur mental improvement.

39. MORALS AND RELIGION.

The quest.iOlJ of mor,tl" and religion is extrenH'IJ diffi(lJllt to diseu8H. The fishermen are,

doubtless, all an arerag"p, far snp\:'rior ill moral character to other eht!'se:s of !'(\u·faritlg" Ulpn. In

larg-e port,~, likl' GJOlwestcr, wJJitlWl' flack tlw Jj$(!QlltN1tcd, tlw dif:graced, and the nc'cr.do-wf\!Is,

us well as tbe 1ll0Ji;t enterprising and mil iJitinns oftlJe 'young men from tlJe whule coast, tbere is, of

eourse, leg" Htt~'ntioll paid to the qnestioll of mora,ls tllan in rural cOlllIDmdtjl'll';, and tbe general

mom} tone of the fishiJlg c1ast"'t' i,;; bt'low tlw aW'rage for the whole eonst. 'I'here are, howe,-er, in

G}uueester huutlrNll[; of ruNI of npright e1Wl'lleter all(l ul1impeadmble \'eI'aeit~" and IllllHlreds more

w!J?se charaeter for honCi.;ty amI truth i~ 1J1HIUl'stiolJell, hut whose "i('wl'l llPOll other moral ques­

tions Illight be 8ubjeet to eritiei;.;m. Thert~ llre ,"er~' few iml!'{'d of the mell in tlle Gloucester
flpet who may properly he ealll'd n,]igiOil i;. The n'ry faet, that tbey are at, Rea tlllrillg all months

of the :.,.ear, amI nna~le to gh'e attentiou.to any suhjects except those directly COllllected with their
occupatiou, aeeolll I I" for the fad t.lmt fewer of them are idlmtified with religiou!! organizntions tlJan

iU.t.1lC smaller towns, where the fislll~rltlcn are, on sl101'e for at lcuI't half tlw year, aIllI are snT-

rounded h.y influences which would lead tlwlll to such aS80eiatioll. •

OBSERVA:NC1<~ OP 'l'H},: SABBA'l'H,-Tbe oh.ser-nmce of th.~ Sa,hbath is practically obsolete

among tlw fislJe~lJleJl of G-1ouecst('r, wheu on the fishing ground!!; though whell tlleyare making a.

passage t{l and from port it is not, cllstonw,r:>' to perform auy work except that which is neoossar.y

for the mallageme~lt of the vessel. There are, however, a few Glou, ester fishermen wllo observe

lhe Sabbath, a (Jradiee wbicll'is almost universal among the llshermellof Cape (;011 and the smaUer

ports of ~Ia"8aehusetts,aud SolU~ of those of rttaine. It iH believml that the captains of "essels

from certain portiolls of Cape Ood would lose their commands, or would at, least suffer much da,ruag~

to tiJeirreplltation a.s respectable citizens, if the,y were known to fish ou Suuda,y, When the vessels

are in port, Sunday is ver.y generall;y olJserved everywhere along the coast of :New England. The
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familicl'lof our fishermen are almol:it alwa~>1'l itl(>lltifiel! witlt Borne religious Beet, and the churches

of fishing ports are al'! well supported as t !Jose jll any other st'etion of tbe jlOUIl try.· In the whaling

fleet where, as a rule, morality among tlw Inel] is at low .,bb, Sunday iR rarely ob.>lerved. If, is a

matter of bistory, however, that durlllg tlll:' ,wesell/. century the ma.~ter8 of several whalers sailing
fmlll the eastern t'lld of Lon g ll'iland, al tlJOuglJ tll t'y eRme in w itlt fn n cargot'!'i of oil, lo..t tbeir
commands bee:tl1~e thf'Y would not go ill pllnmit of wJmleo; on SUlHhly.

At two Rueeel:isivc annual meetillg''', those of IS8(1 and 18tH, tbe United States Menhaden Oil

and Gnano AssociatioJls unullimolll'lly pasi'ed a rCf'olutioTl to the effect that the steamers and otber

vessel." belonging tf) members of tiJis a"soci:ttioll should not be ullowed to ihlll on Sunday.
Shore fisbing is itlwof1t f'llhrels sn>:pNHled Oll Sunday ill New Englaw], and .it is believed

that the flame. practice is prentlent tllronghollt the \l'llol{~ length of the A Uantie coaflt, extending
even to the Aha(l titllwrmen of the ri\'crs. In f:wt, man;r of the laws which 1Jnve been framffi for

the pfotection of p,lmd in onf rivers, provide a close t ilIJe every week, from sunset Saturday
night to sunrise Monday morning, takipg advantage of the wtlll-known practice of refraining from

ugl\1ng on the Sabbath day.

The shad fishermen of the Saint .John's River, Florida, fish on Sundays, though there is a

general sentiment against this l)ractire among the t1.81Jennell wbo are forced into it by the exa.mple

of one or two of the most powerful capitaliRts.
PROFANE LANGUAGK-Th(l nile of profane l:wguage if; extremely prevalent among fili1hermeu,

and there are but .ery ftlW v(I!;Kds from any part of the coast on which oatbs are not constantly

beard; particnlluly if; this RO on Gloueestt~r Ytl8."df;. A few of the masters nre opPo.,ed to the

practice and endeavor to restrain it, but ordin:trily )10 effort is made in this direction. Almost at!

oommOll is the use of vllig-ar and indecent words. The atmosphere of the fishing vessels is full of

ooarS6 lang-ua,ge, amI the ears of ~'oullg fishermen become so habituated to it tbat, not being

.. One Mid tJ' him, "Wt'Il, Jud, l10w lHany fi~h ha"" t.hey callglJt to-dllY lIot Star'" Jud looked !l.Wnce, llnd
answerefllike one w hI' did not. wi~li tu lit' tritlt'd with, "We don't go ll,-fi"hing Sourlays."-Tha:rler's lales of Shoals,
1873, p. 102.

"Whilt\ Mr. nwc.k resided /lot tI,e 8holll14 btl persnadC{1 t.be people to curor into an agreement thQt, beBi(ks the
Lord's da~" j:he.v wonld ep"nd on" day in every month tug",ther in the worship of God. On II certain day, which, by
t.heir al!N'enient., wa~ to he df'voted to the fl.lI:flroisffl of religion, j,he flRhflrmen camf' to Mr. Brock ll.nd requeated that
they might llllt ll~' thf'ir meeting that day and >,0 a-fishing, IH.'eause the~' hlLd 10llt mallY day'!! by the foulnetlll or" the
weather. nt,' I'oinkd mIt to H,elll the itnpropriety of thf'ir r"'lne~t, and endea.vored to convinee them tbat it would
b<' far ]Ifltter for tllfllU to ,d,ayat, ]Iome and won.bip God, ",CC"C,}jllg t" thf'ir agreement, than to go a-fbhing. Not­
with#ltandinit hil4 r"uwnRtranel', }Iowe\'(·,r. five onlyeonllented to Attly at hOlllfl, snd thirty dewrmined to go. Upon
U,iR, Mr, Brock adilre<;.'!ed them tlJU~: 'A.I! for yon, who lirfl fleLl\rrninod t'l neglect your duty to God and go ll-fisbing,
I tay l}.jtt;; y()ll. catch fi~h if yQlI can.. llill. W< for yon, "1'110 will tllrrj and wor~ldp the Lord Jesus Christ, I will pray
nnto Him for yDU that you may wIck. fw'h lill ~qQ" are wca,.!!.' Aocordingly, the thirty who went from the meeting,
'?,·ith all tLeir skill, clJ'lght tllrongh th" who)" d",~' Imt fnu,· t1~he", while tllf\ five who tarri€'d l\Ild ll.ttended divine
&erviei'l, a.fti'lrwlll'fl~ wcot out ami caughl: l,v" IWlldT"<;d. .

"To a poor m:UI who bad l~~t IIi" l,nat ill a stOlID Mr. 'Brnck sai/l, •Go home, honest mau; I will mention the
matter to tLe I,ord; yon wi1l1mve your Loat a~,~in to-morrow.' Mr. n., now conAideriog of what conllllqoence thi1l
mQttw-, that uf'f'mf'd !!O ~mall "tlwrwi~(" might he 'tmo"g t!lf' nntradable fiRhf'rmen, made the blJat; an article of hie
prfly",m, and \,euo1l1, on the morrow tli", poor mn.n came to him rejoicing that bia boat was founil, tne anebor of
anothoT" "N"""l that was und(ll<ignedly CaI't upon it having: Atrangely hrought It np from the unknown bottom, where
it had been aunl<.

"During tho rninj~try' of j,he R,,-v. :>Jr. Moody at thu Shoala one of tho fiahing ahallopa, with It.Il hands on board,
was loot in a nr;rth"Mt storm in Il'~wich Bay, Mr. Moody, llonxiou9 to impro'O'o thi9 melancholy avent fur the &wuk·
oning of tho~" of hia hL'ilT('r. who were ('~P09ed. t{, the like diaas~r, Il-ddressed them in the following Ianguago,
adapted t... their occupation and uudorstanding: 'Suppo,ung, my brp,thren, an~' of you should be taken short in the
bay in a UOrlh6li8t storm! yonr beans tremhling with fear, and not.hing bnt detlotb before you, whither would your
thought/! turn' What would 10U do" 'What would I do,' replied one of these hardy IlOn8 of Neptone, 'Why, I
IIhould immedilltely hoillt the forMail and Mud a.way for '8qUant.' "-Coli. MaM. HiBt. Soc., Tol. vii, lilt series, pp.
247-252.
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acCtlRtomed to more refined discourse, they tbink nothing whrtte1;'er of it and 1:100 no impropriety

in its use.

TRUTRPULNESS: SOCIAL VICEs.-Concerning other Yirtues) Bl1ch as truthfulness, honesty,

and general reliablit,.", fislH.1l"lUl."1l do not a,ppear to Imve any specj;),} peculiarities, but it is believed
that they "HI compare fuyomhly with oUJf'r mell of similar gratiot> in Bociety.

Social viees arc mud.l Ie:." eommotl aInOllg fi~l.l('rlllen tl.lan amOllg ot.Ler sea-farh.lg mrn, except
in the IllJ'gellt ports; the nlOraJity of the ('ommnnitieR to which fh;hermen belong is :unim­

peachable, or, at least, will eompare favorably with those of any other fiection of the country,
while ill the larger towns the soeial e,iJ is lIy no means BO prominent as in the manufacturing
towns. Them are, of eOllr"l', d('pmved mcn among the fishermen whose virions instincts are
increased by tlw irregular (:haraeter of their occupation, but a large majorit;y of tLc fishermen,
eyen of Gloucester, artl pure in th6ir morals.

The laxity of moralA, which is ofteIl attrihuted to certain dasse8 of our fIshermen and to the
provincial IJorts wIdell they Yisit, in connection with their cruil'es upon the off· shore hanks, is
believed to lJe nwy Dlud.l ('x:1g-;:cruted. Outside of tile larg(>T IlOrl.s, as lIas !Jeen stated, there is

hut little in the practicl' of the men llllOlJ the fishing vessels wllil.'h can be criticised by those who
are familiar with their hallits.

INTOXICA'l'IKG DRlKKs.-ln most of the. fishing towns along the. coast spirits Cannot be obtained
upon any pret(,xt, whate\-N, f~xe('pt in the large eitif'8 which incidentally engage in fishing. There
is no fishing" port eX('I'pt G10lH't',;ter in wlJieh fish('.rmen, or indeed any strangers, would not find

extreme d ifficuIt)' in 0 hhlini II g" intox katiHg liqu or. In Glouee!>ter st rennons efl'orti$ havc been made
to oyertbrow tLe Ii qll OJ' traiUe, hoth hy prollibitiun laws llIltllicense laws, and it cannot be said that

liquor is there t'n..'''-'lJ' ,solu, altllouglJ tho.~e who are familiar wHll thtl town have hut little difficulty
in obtaining it. Druukenn0f:S if: not a vice to which fishermen are addicted.

In the cbapter upon "Life on shipboard," allm;ion is made to the cust.om, once universally

IUcvah"'llt, of carrying a supply of ruIn on .Massachusetts ,'('ssels, amI it was no less common for

the shore fishermen to carry t.hei:r jugs with them when tbey went. out in their boats npon the

fishing gl'OlWrlS, Tllis elll';/om ba.s hl'mme obsolct-D t.o such all {:oxtent tha-t the shipping articles

of evcIJ-' fishing vessel require that .. nn ardent spirits shall he carried on boarll," and many
GlOucester !>hippers ure so oflposed to intemperancA tbat they promptly discharge men who are
known to hayc been guiny of IlrunkrDIless. TIle. medicine·chest is not supplied with liquor, even

though the use of so important a restorative would perha,ps fl'eqnentl~' to be attended with good
results. It seem8 as if pu hlie scutimcnt wprc somewhat, too radical wllen .it forbjds to tbe fisbing
vesAels the privileg(~ of carrying a small suppl,v of spirits for us!:l in cases of exhaustion. Many

experienced men, llOw('ver, agrec that !'mcb benefits are more than counterbalanced by the evils

that would result. from the practice of carrying e"en the smallest qnantity of intoxicating spirits

on board of our fishiilg wssels where discipline is 80 entirely al)sent as it is at the pre8ent time.

Much trouble jg caused hy the free sale of liquor in the POTts of Xewfoundlanil, where our 0011

fisherllwn frequently make harbor, aud until witbin a few years the same difficulty has been met
wit.h in the ports of Nova Scotia f111d Cape Bl:"eton. At the prcscnt time prohibitory laws are thel'1l

enforced with gre.at 8tl'ietneRs, and nowhere sal'e in Halifax and some of the other large ports can

liquor now be bought. In 11Ort!> where liquor is sold, ~essels are often detained on acconnt of meD

wha get drunk and refuse to go on boa,rd, or become involved in brawls.

The" temperance reform" in G10ncester in 18.6 seems to have bad a. wide-spread influence
llm.ong the fishermen-an influence which if! feU to t.he present day. The local pa,pers for some

months were full of the subject. In the Oape Ann Adv6ltiser of February 25,1876, is printed a
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list. of twenty-two 'H's~els from GloueU;;ll'r 1l1:1lIt1cd l'lItin:ly 11.'0' tcmp("l'UIH'i'. men, On the 3d of

Mardi a g:mnd reception was gin'll h.y the "lleylJohb Temperallee I:cfol'lll Club'" of GlouceBter,

and ill the stn'!'t pmecflsion f01l1' hUIllI]'pc] G ('tll'ge~,.; ti,.;lH'l'lIlen llJardletl.

The oysternwll of the Chesn peak(, are~ u;; has alr"lHly 1>l'C1l ren,larlwd, la wIess amlquarrelsollH',

awl tlw 8a IlW eiJaraetcri,.;tip;;; arc IlIet witli atllOug till' otlll'r jisllerlliell of the fo;allJe l'egiOll, m3ny of

whom a f(~ ellga;.:.~d iu tll" o.y"t('r 1.i.~I](.'l'it'" part of tIle ~-l~l'\r, ill Uw ,.;lJacl fishc'ry iu tllC «}Iring, allll

tIle llJ('nhadeu fisher;,>, ill SllllllJH'r. COllilids o('easlOlwlly oeelll' IlPtwl,t'lI fi8hennen from difl'erent

sections. The wal ue!.\\'l:l'll the ~lal'ylilud and Delaware fishermen ill 1876 was a seI'ious affair,

resuItillg ill ioj II ric" to ::W\ l'ral 1Ill'1 L

40, THE FISHERMEN'S LIFE ASHORE.

IIo:\u: uFI-:.-TiJe htJll!\' I ifl' of illl! fi,,,lt('l'llll'll has alread;v lwen }lartly de!:wribed under thc head

of education. III Gloll(·.'sft'l', pt'rlwps /i'Olll t\\'t'llly·lh'e to thirty Ill'\" eelJL or the fi~herllleI1 are

married H1111 ba yt~ bomes of tlwir OWll, wllil(' in other fi"hing pt.rt." !lIP pt'I'eelltage of IIlHl'l'ied lfien

is ;,;till greatt'r, alltl \"ery Ie\\' i mlr'etl :JIllOllg tIle fhihemwll arc homell'''s, 011 Cape Cod mHl in thl'

smaller fif:;hilll-\" ports of lIla,,~ae1l\Hwtt..; awl COllllectieut, ai'\ well as on the C'W1St. of 1\laille, the fi;;h­

enne]), as a nth', 0\1;)] t hdl' 0\1 II IHtllSeii, m:J,n.r yOll ng", :lIHl :lI'C RurrOlllltlpll h,\' large falllil il'i'\ of

ehiltlrelJ. As ha>; Iwl'u aJl'e:uly "aid, tht'ir wi ,'('S alld '][l.llgII tel'<:3 al"l~ nsually wl'llt'dlwah'd aull refim'tI

in tlll"il' 1<J,,!t';,;. E H'II ou remok j,.;l:uld;,; Oil tIll' eoa;,;t of .Maille wanyof thl' fisIl('rmt;>n's hflU.'!es are

eomfortHl,ly and ta::<tefuliy fnrni::;hNl. TIll' wall;,; are hung- ...vith eJJgravilJgs~and booI,s anti musical

instl'Ullwllts an' to 1ll' fOlllul. ] L is lJOt at alllllleollllllolJ to find a piallll in the IlOllse of a fisherman.

'l'J1t' earning" of tll(~ ";Ul:·et';;;",flll fi",hernl,lfl an' almost alwa;ys applied to tIlt:' 111lilding np of flo

pll'a,«allt hllllli' for hi" fallllly, :IIlU to tIll' l·!Ineatiun of !tis ehildl't'u, for \\-how IHI alllJo/o1t always lias

the ambitioll 1llat t1Jey::;hall be fittell to follow some other oe(~lIpatjO!I tban tht' oue to wlJieh IIi,;

OIl'Il life Int" lll.'i'll tlevoft-'(L l'hi;,; is true in tlw outJ;Viug ports a;;; wpJ] :is in tilt' larger towns. It

iti alllu;,;i ll:: alld ."l,elllS illeong-nlOu",~ after ma.kiug- the ,tt:qnailltaucc of U rougL-lookitlg old fisht'!',

man, ,,,un·hrowned allli w('al1Je!',beafpll, WllO looks as if lie rarely put foot upon the shore, to he

hlvited to his house, and tll find hilJl p('rfe(~tl.y at IlOme among the well dresiied and gentle women
of his tillllily ~ SllITO'I!Hlel] h,v IIIXlll'it~s anu COll'l;"enit'IWt'l> which, thrl'e cent-urie!'! ago, wonlcl hardly

have heel) foullu in the ]l;llaee of a Jdllg.

Tbt' oltl age of Ihe JislwrllJ:m is Ufo;LHtlly I; I)('n t, ph'as:iutl;-.- ill the Lome Wllich Ilis inullstry has

esta hlisllt'll, 1l i;,; daily alTl]l;,;t'lIteJJt being to vi,.;it the whar'Vt's and talk over the experiences of the

pal:'t aud tl i>;t'Il~S the (Ioing" oj' lliii ",U(~e('SS(lr8,

1\-1any of tbe sea-pori towm; of ~t~W l~uglal\c1 are made up, in largt' part, of the houses wlJieh

lJave ht~ell rear!'d by fic;ll('l'lllell of t ht' IHJMt, or pre;.;t'nt generation_

~1r, ncnr~' L. Oshorlle mil kl'S tlll' fhlltlwing ohser'l;"atiollS ou t he routine life of the G]oncestm'

fh,lwl'lll('n w!ll',U 011 shore:

"[)KUJADI;\G TITE \T';;;;EL.-Aller the Iishl'!'lll~lIl retums from a -voyage he is not at once free,

but, must work rOIl' a few (lay,.; ill IllJ loadillg I,hl' w'tisel's cargo, His first few lJOurs ashore are yery

Iikt'l.r to hll spt'nt ill cruio;ing ahou t 10 It'anl rhe 111'W!.:, amI it is not illlprobable that he may take

a ft..,w drillk8 \\-:Ih :tuX (llll emnrade W1Hllll he IJWt'ts, whill, the t\\'o 'talk thiIlgi> over' and com­

!)llre 1l0tl'!S. ill' llIll::it, htl\H'H'r, sl'Ulp dO\I,tl to ,vork uot long after hi~ ret uru, beC:l.ll/,le t.he own(>..r

is llllXious, to Laye tiH: eal'go brought to light, ttl hanJ his Ye~Rel empts, and fhus to be reads for

aus uew ~lntl promising Vt.\lltlll'(~. The wtJl'k of unloading mmall.r takes two or three days, Qr lJven·
more ill ease of large H'ssel;,;, 'VIII.'ll read~" to hegiu operations, all hands, armed with pews, invade

tile bold, the deck, ana the wbarf, 8ml l/-itdl (Jut HIe fish from the kenches in tlle ve&Sel's hold.
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From below the fisll are thrown OlJ ,leek j the~- are then U'I'OWU to tIw wllarr~ l'1a(~('d on f',(~<d(';;, and

weighed. It is the dut.y of all hands, exeept, llwlil'w\ tbe enok and tbe ~kifllWI', to help hl tbis

work. If tIle cook be a wort.1l,Y OlH', Jill improves tbe oeea"iou to clear on t tLl' fon'Cflstle l()(~k('r,~,

to wlUIh up the pa'lIIl, ketlles, alHl othel' ut(,1Jl!il.~, knin's and forks, I'POOlli" am1 t:rod,er,l", and, ill

sllort., to leave tlJiIlgr,; after lli III ill a d('cent Mate. ]f IL," Y(·ssl'! has ('llIl ..d Iit'l' 'yl'Hr\; work HUU is

ready to las up for the Will/t'l', he will pad: up the uisbes amI otllt'r IdtdleIl fnmitulT, Ch'lJ1l np 1he

galle~' stove and treat it libt'fally with oil to lwt,p awa;y rust, aTH1 will n'!llO\'p to the ston'house of

the firm all of the ship's storelS that ha,e }lot been cOllsmned. The skipller's duty is to direct the

uIlloadill~ of the fi"h. a labor in which he may pOl<~il;l,y bear a hand, though I Iwlien he is nut
obliged to. The work proCPI~lb, en Ii wUl'd by stcries and SllJall talk and o('(~asional Ilotatiolls of
heel' and other liquors, Ullti] all til(' fish are out lIf the v{'lSseI. All l':1JHls are tlH'lJ fl'f{) to do us

tliey pleasc l find, after (hawing tlwir pay, way I:Ihip for another trip, or IlJay dqm-rt, ne,er to be
Rt'{"ll again.

"In some ('asf'S a man may llot ('nre to UlllmHl a cargo, or at h'ust to do his sllare ir ,be unload"

hlg. In sneh a case he is allowNl to ilire flame Olle to do this portion of the work. A man may be

sick when tlie Yes1:iel gets iiI, (ll' till rilJg' oSl' wueil UlOtleJ" coming to him, may feel too lazy to work;

or he may filld a. eLarwc to siJiJl~ aIJ(l, noT. caring' to lose it, engage a substitute t{l do his work.
Hence the Ilractioo of hiring substitutes to work iu the uuloading is not. unusual.

"DRAWING }'A1'.-'VhclI the work of unloading ha8he(~n tini.slled tLe trip i.s con~itlen'd at. an

eud, The market vnJlleof tIll' fi;,;h is t lieU dl'tpI"lIlill('d, and the, projJer sb~rl'of ('ae1 llJall i."a~eertlliHed.

'I'he share of each man is at llis di";pl;,,,al ill tlte form of ,1, ehl'ck pa~-ah!l-j to Iwar!'r. All,.,- lllOlll')"

he mll,y want to use befort\ dl'<twilJg his ..hare h, adranct'd b,Y the firm, and 8ubsl'fJlwntl.y uedudcd,

"TuE BOAIlDING·lIo-CSE.-Oll reaching land after a trip the tlsherlllaIl'S firM IllOH', if uumarricd
or without a. home at Gloucesfl'l', is toward his lJoarding-llOm;e. Hen- his anj\"al i,~ unallliounepd,

'yet its RuddeIlllt~S" create., Lut little surpl'i.,e" h{~eau.sc sueh things arc l'H'I)-da,\" matters. Ilis

ambitions for the time ceuter them.,wh·N1 in puil ing on l;OIIlC clean doilIes a lid tl1(\11 ill gdling

a thorouglt renovation at the hands of a \Jf1l'lltJr.

"'l'hese boarding-holll:le8 arc "ailor's institutions. 'I'heyare similar to the sailor hoal'lliug-hon8PfI

which exist in every seaport towIl, yet in morality t,hey are 11igbt'I' tlJUIl these, !Jor nre their OWlll'l'S

such incorrigible rascalf',. Tile price of bnard varies from $a to $V per week, alllI at til{' lattN priee

very good fare i,; furnished. The hoardillg-l\ouse8 Wlry greatl} i [] thl'ir rpl!utmioll, SOIlle arc

pleasant, borne-like places ot' goou. dmra-cteq othPTR are (lingy and tumhkd/lWll lwuses. :mu in

lllany cases of a not alt{lget,her cn ..iable rf'putation.

"B;y tile more careful, the hoaru hill is paid at freqlH>Ilt iIlh'nu]B~ hel'ol'(', it {'a n lll'COllle large.
In other instances it is ltllowed to run uutil it has grown to llIl important. nmollIlt. III linelt eascs

the fil'!berman often loses all traek of its amount and he i~ thpn plaeed at flll' IlH'l'(',r of hi" hOill'dillg­

master. If thl'l hJanling-master he dishonest, he may liberall;y iucreaf;(l tIle a1l10unt of the bill in

defiance of dewction, for the cheated man has no means of defending". himself, In this wa,Y the ft;;h

orman is VBr~' often impos~~u upon~ sometimes knowing nothing of it, and at others Jmowin[; it, but

unable to protect himself.

I' TRUSTEEING.-Ill ord.llf to proteet the boardillgma"ters, lest tim lI1:illl'l"lnan deTlllrt witILont

paying his bill, a practice exists ill Gloucester klwwn aH trustee1Jlg, It i,'i, ill dl~d, attaching for

the debt the proceeds of t.he fisherman's trip.. A pmdico !>imila-r to thi1:i, eHllt'd "factorizi]j~," by

which the factory hands are forced to pay their bills, exists in factory town~. The necessity is

qUite evident for snch a law ill Gloucester to protect honest boarding-house keepers agaim'lt dis­

~oneat guests. It would seem that a law to protect the fishermen might also be a WhO!BSOIDO
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thing. I am informed that the hoarding-house keeper cannot trustee for small amounts, it being
regarded as unjust that tll(' fhihcrmaD Rbonld pay the lawyers' fees, unlcRS the suit be an im­
}lortauL one.

"AMusE~rnKTs.-DuriIlg llis Rtay on shore, after the vesflel has been unloaded, the fisherman's
Jife i~ all aimlcf'B lllillt after ~'xeitement and Ilew form!> of amul'lement. A few dflYl:l a,re enough to

tire llim ntterly of laud and shore doings amI be is looking again for a new chance. During

these IciRUI'f\ (In;ys his day-time wlwlt 1I0t at meals is spent in .isiting the whar.-es, sail·lofts,
\-ariOIlS storcs of tllC tirmO'i'l'llerS, and similar places. There he mf'ets others of his .ocation
and with them talks of the tlN~ds of the pUf;;t or the prospects for t.he futuro. With tbem be may
go to 80m£' not far distant: bar·room where they can compare notes onr tlll>jr beer. At tbese times

n circus or any "illlilal' excitement is gladly welcomed.
,. SE:EKIKG A KEW BEl~'1'H.-IIl his pursuit of pleasure ashore the fisherman always seems

somewhat. ill at e3,;e amI anxiouiol to g'ct back to his work. Almost as soon as be is free from one
t.rip he begillS to look about for another_ If Ilis vessel is going ont again as soon all she unloads,

he llIay stay hoY bel'.
"JIAKING READY FOR .A NEW TRIP.-HaTIll~ 8hipped for hi8 new trip the fisherman's life

again present" to him 3, definite oltieet. The .essel must be put in order for her voyage: the sails,

when the) are, lIot strong enough, must all be renewed; old ropeR, too weak fora blow, must be
rcplaecd uy others; Hew gear IUllst 1)(:' provided for us~\ in case of emergency; complete outfits of
]woks, gangingf', and otlwr l'lmneuts of tra."·} struetUN' must also be laid in j as well as all sorts

of odds ant! emis that may be ncedf'd during a long absence..
a There is saJt to be procured and stowed in the various compartmeuts of the vessel's hold, and

the watel' banelf,i must b(~ filled. The cook, meanWhile, must hmW lJ im self about the .arious stores

llt'eded for the crew dnrmg the entire tiule of absence. He mnst draw from the store of tbe flml
flour, tea~ ~mg:al'. molass('8, pork, lard, fish, cLeese, candles, sa.Jt, and kerosene, and a thom~and

articles, cOllvey them OIl hoard, audBtow them away aU safely below.

"Each Ulan has stowed in his bunk his llPd-sack and otller belongings, and aU hands on
(leek prest'llt to Gloncester Harbor the familiar f;;ight of stout forms hoisting the hnge mainsail,
heaving up with a monotonous cliek~ click, at tIle windlass. .Now her bow falls off from the wind,

the llluin"aii drawH, the other sails are quickly set, and she soon leaves Gloucester far behind."

41. LIFE ON BOARD THE VESSELS.

The life (If the fi~herUlen on hoard their vessel!! is so well discussed by Mr. Henry L. Osborne

tlmt little more nee-rl he I:'a ill cOlloerning it. By reading bi~ descriptions, one may form a very vi.id
and accurate mental pictrll'e of the life of the fisbermen. Mr. Osborne's notes were collected during

a trip to the Grand BaIl k ill the eod-fisbing schooner Victor, of Gloucester, in the Bummer of 1879,

in behalf of the United Slates li'ish Commissioll~

Mr. Osborn(~ discusses the subject under three heads: (a) Routine of daily life on the Banks;
(b) Pastimes on board Sllip; (c) Routine of life at bait.ing Rtations.

;'nOUTINE OF DAILY LIFE ON THE DANKS.

"MEALS.-As soon as the first indications of daylight were noticeable ill the east, the cook

woullI emerge from his berth, rake np hi~ fire, which he never permitted to go out, and proceed
to prl'pare for breakfast. At 4 o'clock, or not far from that hour, he announced the meal by a

blast with his whistle, a summons which was usually obeyed with somewhat of tardiness.

"Dinner was usuallj- ready at 11 o'clock, though never much earlier. Sometimes it inlet'"
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rlllited the work of cleaning till' 11."h. III tIJifl eilfle tlle men wasllPd tllp gllITy 011' tlJeir doUI{'f' amI

hands and 8011gh~ the tallle. As a rule, the (linner was amlO1llJef'd after one, gan~ of cleaners, at.

least; were done; these would then Wllf;lJ up 1mtl go below. III tllis eMil" !lOlll!' from eaeh table
would sit down togetller, those properly belonging,' to the "ecolJ(l gang occupying the place of

the absentees of the fir",t dh'isioll.

"The SlIpper waH 1l;;IlUJI~' !:wr\'(.'(1 about half pm<t 3 or 4 o'd()ck, comillg diredlJ after the

trawls had been baited U\I for tIle lIig!Jt·set. The meu, jf tlJCy wore th\'. oil-f.Jdn !Suits in 'bait,·

ing up,' did not, take them offlwfure sitting down to th(\ tahle.

"In addition to thr('(' H'gular Itwat", two \'ery defmite informal meals WN(~ pro\-ith'd, be!!ide~

slight lunches at all times. It was a fixed hallit witb the men to proceed helow to' lJJug np' tlle

instant they came :thoard from a banI or f1l't. ~4.t evening, when he eamc Oll board from f1etting

the trawl, the fisherman iunlriahly went at once to the disldockcr and took from it one of the

hrown cartllen mugs. This be flJlPd from the tea-pot, wbiell tile cook had left partially full of

teu from supper. Tlu'n tUnJiug' to HIt' l,rovisioJl·l(lckel'; he extracted thence bread: pk" cake, or
meat, according to his faney anll the state of t.he larder, From tllest) he linde a very enjoyable

meal, talking ml,anwhile with tllOse who VIer<' gOhlg' throngh th(~ same operationf' in their tUnJ.

~'hi8 'muggiIlg up' was also regularly practict'd in the morning aftl'r the return from a bauL

"One might expect that the food of the fisbermen, especially wlwn .fbbing, would consist. quite
largely of fill.v. I had expeeted that it 'l'l'onld ht, 1-'0, but found nothing of !lIe sort. Only once a

week did the cook fUl'ni"h fish. aud tlJat was OIl Frida~', 'l'l'hicll ,HLS quite Ilatural, siue!' nearly aU
hands were Catlwli(;s. The thre of the fislwrmlo'll is far bettpr thiw QllC would suppose who has

heard stories of tlw poor liyiJl~ of otber flai1ors. They live 1'u,r lwttBr than any oth{'r class of sea·

f:lring men, and ha,\'I' provisioJl'-- of a !I.:>1tpI' gra(le and in greater variety.

" FISHlNG.-Aft{·r they lUlII thli"ht..··d breakfast, the erew at once gnt rt'tlll,Y their dories and,
('mbarldug, pulled away toward their oub;il1o huo;ys. Thifl was mmally jm;t about sunrise; very

often, indeed, when tbe day "a." denr UJC JoI'ieoS were away from the veRst\! hefore the sun came

up. When the weather wa" fog~~'~aJl(l it was foggy almost all the timodnriug July and August­

the !>kipper was ocellpiml, duriIlg tllt' ab.''lrllcr of bis men, in blowing a horn and ringing a large bdl

which hung frolll the mailJ·llOotIl, just nvcr tlw wheel·box, to gnide tlle IDt'n in tbeir rowing, ilud

upon occasion he u~(~d to fire 00' n- swivel to let t.1wm kllOW t,he yessel'a position.

"The haul mmally occupietl t.he time 1m llNI!'ly ~ o'<.'loek, f<ometirncs longer, 'l'l'b(lll anyone

failed to find his outside buoy or 'partl"d,' or WiU; ,)yerta-ken hy lln:)' other a-cciUpnt t,o hiR trawl.

After the dories lIad come back and were unloade(l the erew -mugged up,' and tLen dreRsed tbe

fit:lh and salted them down ill the hold. This nsu3lJy k('pt them leiSTlrelJ at work ulltil toward 11

O'Clock, at whkh time tlley <wUl>hed up' and went to dimwr.
"After a bril"f rC!'ipite they hegan to make preparation for baiting up the trawl!:! for the

evening's set. Auy who had tlwir trawls suarled took thif:l occasion for' clcahng' them; others,

more fortunate, forgot their troubles in sleep. B~T 1 o'clock or thercaboutti aU baIlds were turned

ont by the skipper's' Well, boy!!, let'" bait up,' aud pre long all were industriously at work getting

bait from the pens, chopping it Into pieces of the proper size or fatlt<ming it to tbe books.
"While the men thus occupied tlJemselve~,the cooh improYrd his time b~' 'cutting out' sounds.

This bnaines8 onr cook pursned us!!iuuously, often snatching a few moments from llis work before

dinner to cut out sonnds while the ~rew were 'dressing down,' and finisbin~ his task while they

were baiting, and his assiduity repaid him when be rl'ached Gloucester to the extent of an ad·
ditionalt20. After supper, which was purposely placed early, the dories were hauled up from the

~J where they had been left fa.stened since morning, MId loaded np with the trawls, five tubs

,',
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in each. Then the men jumped iutu thlo'm atHI pulled strongly away, each in his own direction.

After their departure, the ,"('"sL'l was again left vacallt. The only sound to be beard at this even"

iug' hour was the scrape, scrape, <wrape, thud, thud of the cook's knife, or the traml) of the skip­

lIer's boots as he paced the quul'l.el'-dcel;: fur exercise. Tbc men· usually finished setting and re­

turned to the veH,,1'1 jllHt at sUllsd. The dories were bauled on buard, the men took the bearings

of tLeir bno.ys, amI tbell all was done fur the nigIlt.

"WATCIllis.-Tlte ",ateL Oil the bauk WllS only kept at night, aDJ was much shorter than

wben the vessel was on a passagt'. 1t wa,.:; uilually set from 7 or S o'clock in the evening until 3
the tf)l1owing morlllng-, or late,r, wlu.:m Ow SUlJ rose lat-er duriug the last haiting. A single man

kept the deck during his portion of the watch, then calleu his Sllccessor. The password i:a those

times used often to contain directioIJs :18 to the prnper care of the vessel Eadl man was expected

to pump the ,-esse! out a.t the eud of his watch on blowy llights; one of his dut.ies was to watch

the eable am} 'fieet the strad inl.he hawl'io-pipe,' if necessary; that is to say, 'Veer out the cable a
litthl to Pl'l~vclLt it fnJ)1J l)cillg dtaft;u amI partl-d.

lo The watch was not always \'('I'.y strict ill the performance of his duty. He made freqllent

exeur~ions into the cabin to commIt the dlkk, aud to assnre himself that lie was not losing track

of the t1iglJt of time. Indeed, it is said that tIlt' lDt:U "omdimes regulated the clod;: during' tlleir

watch HO that the llJall of the bst watch fOluHl the dawu breaking much bier thall usnal.

"LIGHTS.-I LJ tile (lYt'Iling, as SOOH a" it bt'gall to grow dark, Ow cook ligb ted a large la,ntern,

with convex lenses Oil foUl' side,;, and hung it in the fore· peak halya.rds. This was t.he on]~' light

1l8ed to wam oft' w'ssds: Hl(' n·d amI b'1'eell lights" ere used ouly wIlen tlHl 'i"es8el WflS running,

"131.OWY DAYs.-8ollletiuH'J3 we had ~ blow;y uay~.' .All day_and allnigllt long tile wind would

whistle throug'h tlJe rigging amI the 8Pn, become ..0 rough that t'H'll the standi dories could not

be trusted over the side. Oil ilIlch rlass fj::;hiJJg was illterrupteo. If tiw trawl .. wt>re out the.y must
rewain till tlw Willd moderated. -The men did not seem to enjoy their enforced leilSuH1 at sllch

times. Meals Were served at more suitaIJle boun; than during' modl'rate weather, and tbey slept

much; the seUSe of ennui sf'emed overpowering.

"PARl'IMES 0"" ROAUD SHIP.

•, CO,,"YER:'ATlO.'ii.-'fhe fishennell; for the most part, l'a",~d th",-1r 8pare time, of which they

I)[ul ahulJIlalJn'. ill illiing. In order to hreak Hp Ow lIJolloton;y of silence they talked a ycry great,
. dea I (Ill ,.arioll;;; s11hjeetl'l.

"At SIH~h tim('~ a good stor.y-fdler was a g'n-at blesging', aIHI e'Ven one of poor grade was

willilJg1S liHtened to. All sorls of "IJOI't, ;;tol'ie8 circulatud, also Iri",h bulls, witty retort;;, &c., and

a good ;;tOI'.)-' waR mmally greeted wilh hearty laught"r. Amung' tlle ..tories told one might fro­

qlH:mtly bear tbn,<;e of whieh the Illol'lllity was unq I\t'stiouable, yet it W'}.8 noticed that when.a

smutty story was t61d it was partl,r {,xlm.~abh', Rinee it Wll" usually irre!\istibly ludicrous. [udeed,

in SOUle ea:ses stories were begull ill which the prin('lIlal point lll~c, noli ill fUll, bnt in filth, and

these were growled dowo by morn tlllln Olll~ of the hean~n;. Na.rratives of personal adventnre were
111;';0 ill great dmlJanu. Tho.<;e WllO 1I1HI been in tlU'. merehant sc·rvice; WllO bad e,ailed to foreign

shores, alllI wlJ 0 cou Id :wceptably dese.ribe tb I'llI' scenes 01' t ell of their adveutures, were heard with

a great deal of inten'st. One fer til0 topic of IliSl'nssioll Wat-l the oppression of sailors, particularly

ill the merchant !Service. lnstuuces of ill·treatment were often told, aJid the COIHJ.uct of the cap­
tain roulltlly condemned. "'hen the maltreated sailor CHme off first best the expressions of

satisfaction from the listeners plainly indica.ted the side with which they sympathized. The

oppressions of tlle boardillg·houS6 keepem were alw examined into, and to have left one of these
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houses witlJout paying one'i; bill 'was tl..lOught vcrs praiseworthy. Amollg' the uarratin>s of per­

Ronal adventure there were a great llIanr ;;tori(~,~ of eOllql1er>tl' among the fair f'CX, Nlpccially of

t1irtatioll8 and intrigues in the various l1arlJor-ports fi'equcflted h,'f llshBrmen.

•, In addition to these were yal'IIs, often Ji~t(~IH\U to witJJ chlse attention h.y it crowd colketed

forward. or down aft. The ",tory would 011e11 11..' merel~' the :ulw'ntures of !\Oltlf': sailor or the }llot
of 'lome rohbcr story of dime-noYel cin:ulatioll, SODH'tiilles the hero was plucpd ill tile fin~t pN8011,

or, iu otl1er words, tile story, teller represented Hit:' ad n~llttlrc liS his OIl'll. JI01e oft(,II, JlO'I'r('vcr,

th,,,y belonge~ to an imaginary hero, who was innniahly UllJpd Jack: Hometillle" tlw supcfIlatural
pow!:'r8 were inYoked, thus adding to tile eOlllplieat ion of the plot. AllI(JlJg t heir stories fairy
tales had a pla<;e: ] uot icpd Iwyern} that 1 rl'l'ognizl:'tl l llotwitllstmllliug their lIew dress, ,\,'I

nurser",' tales toM to me when 1 was.a boy. J 1) all tLese t;-l)/,S the imagery Wile< sm'll ~IS It Iislwrmal!

author would imagine. Jt W<lfl homely; comforts Wt'Tt' tLost' ft"garded b,Y him as suell, <Jllll beauti~'!\

were those which were beautiful to Lim. Thns; ill :t version of B(:,llllt~· aud thl' TIeaf\l, the :lather,

all tired fwd wet, was led inlu a warm kitchen, whQrc a dry "uit. wail hUliging- hd'on' t1w fire l't'ucly

fIJI' him. Ho was tLl'D cOJlllnctrl.l jnto it WJjrm tJinilJg-TLU)lll 1I'1wl'c he fOIllHI a goorl HIJ[1pel' of h"pl'­

stea.k awaiting him. After l:\upper he 'tunwtl in.' In all t he fair~" stories J aek used to slay the

dr,lgoll, aml J after he had e.xpost·Jl t he dl~cdls of ilb rh'al, all hamls made a. triumphal lllareh to

tbe churcb, where Ill' was married happily to the king'<-, uHughtlT.

"l\I1JSIC.-Somewbat akin to yaflH,pillllillg w<:!s ba.llad siugi lIg, whieh, !lowe\"er, vow; Jess fri'­

quently indillged in, since singers \ycre f;car,:e, whili' any oue couM tell a "tory. Tile H()IJg was

alwa..V1\ a 8010, and the words, in t.he form of a ballad, the stor~' (If ;;ollie sIJip,-ret'k, of I:'ailor-life, or

of some kindred subjed, to which they listtnetl intently.
,. CARDS.-As might he. expeeted, one of the t'<\.'write pastimes \"\":1.'; card s. On the en:lli::.g of

the very first day out from Gloueester, as I made Iny way forward t.o the knight· tH:-:ulE!, I fOllnd a

gronp of six pla;ring 'fort,y<fivt'" Tlwr -paid five ccnts each for the pri \"jJt:'gt~ of pJayill~, anu tilcn

t.he maD wbo made forty·ft,e points first WOl.l the stukes. Latcr during the cruise the game of

, 100' begau to create a great stir and fnr "ever::tl nighi s the plaJ'Cl'S COlltillupd their game far into

the night, This wag however effectually opposed hy tIle other itlhabit:mts of lue forecastle, who

were unwilling to have their slumbel's disturbeu. Variom, other games of cards prevail.m at

>'WOU!! times) and among them cribbage seemed quite a fuyorite. Utinl-pillying, howeverJ fitlall.\'

dicd ont from the fact that the etudE! bee::nne utterly worn Oil t :llld DO otbl'l' Ilack could lJe PlOtUf('tl

"ROUTINE OF LIFE AT BAlTIKG- STATION8.

"FILLING WATER,-\Yhile in harbor the fi15lJermnnJg duties are t'xtremels light :lIld !.Jis time is

left almost entirely free for :my form of di,ersion tLat may fmggest itl'elf. AllY wOI'k tLat ill the
vessel's economy may need doing he must, however, perform. OlIC of these duties is the replell­

i;hing of the water supply, As often as the vessel goes to land all the hanels arc overhauled

and the empty ones are filled. This process, knowll as 'filling wnter,' was performed several

times by our crew. I remember it most distinctly at Calle Broylp Oil tbe (Jl'caslol! of onr first yisit.

\Ve anchored lit two or three o'clock 'well Ill' the harbor and not fHr from a flhetf of rock, OVCll" whieh a

pure mountain stream ran down into the sea. 1'his stream lh'opped down from the rocks f1.bove ill

a small cascade and fUl"niRhed llice water and a cOIl\"Cllient plae.... for filling the barrels. SOOI1 after

the anchor ba.d been let go and the sails snngged up for a l'ohort sta.y, the t!1dpper gave out the

order to bring up the water barrels and' fill w:l,ter,' "Two or thr~c barrels wt're then put iuto each of

the three dories and the Inen then rowed aWRy to tbis naLural resen"oir. It so chanced that tbe

men forgot to bring a funnel witb tbem from Uw w~sse1. AnS VlW else- ill tlJis condltion would
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have been in trouble, but So .tl.sherman generally can extemporize a. very good one. When they
reached the stream and were ready to begin :filling the barrels, one man drew off his oil-skin trou­
;ers and crumpling up one leg at the bottom, introduced it into the bung-bole. He then held
np the leg of ilie trousers, while bucket after bucket of water :rras poured in, alld found its way
into the barrel. This stream and many othel'S like it running from this natural spout and thu8
eaBy to catch are found in the variotlll oove-s and harbora that indent the shore line of Newfound.
land, and the places where they occur are known among bankers as' good places to .fill water.'

"TAXING IN wE.-Another dut~' of the fisherman while ill ltal'l.lOr is the cure of ~he ice, which
is used in preserving fresh bait. III some cases tbe \,e..S81 can be hauled up to a wharf and the ice
brought down in wagons and slung on board witL v(;ry little trouble, but often this cannot be

done, bccause of the shallow water in the harbor, and it ioS then necessary that it should be brought
aboard in dories. When our vellsel iced at Trinity Bay the dories were uU sent ashore and beached
out of reach of the swell which would have otl.terwise kept them too unsteady. The ice was then
taken from the rude wagon in which the dealer drew it to t1le shore, carried to the dories and pacli.ed

in them. The men handled the ice, for the most part,. without tongs, their bands beiDg protected
by mittens, and carried the huge blocks in their arms. As each dory was loaded it was shoved off
and rowed to the vessel. Coming alongside, the ice was slung on board with a tMkle and dropped
into the hold, where it was received by men and stowed in the ice-pens.

II IOING EAIT.-A third duty of the fiBherman, at this time, is to care for all the bait which is
brought on board, ieing or salting it a" the Hkipper directs. I presume that all kinds of bait are
treated alike, but my personal obs(~rvatioll relates only to the squid as iced at Trinity Eay. When

some thousands had lU:cuUlulated, sllveral of the crew' oiled up' and prepared to 'ice' them. The
labor was divided and operatiolJs beg;l,n. Oue gang brought blocks of ice from the ice-pen, passed

them to the deck and into OIle of tlae huge tub!> used in splitting. The tub wa-8 placed during this
operation on the quarter-deck, just ltft the main shroud!>; aud the o;quid usually lay in one or more
piles somewhere near the tub of ice.

+' Two men stOod by the tub and each one began with hiB pew to pick the ice into small pieces.
After it had been reduced to the proper size! it was thrown into a basket and pa&;ed throngh
the Mter hatch into the hold. Here it was received by a second man who pAAsed it into
the'bait-pen to a tbird, who, re~iving the basket, emptied the ice on the floor of the pen and
spread it evenly in a Ia,yer 3 or 4 inches thick. 'Vhen he bad thus covered the bottom or the pen,
he called for sqnid. A layer ef squid Wa.'l now spread over the ice followed by another layer of

ioe. In this way four or fiYe baskets of ice aud squid were alternately laid down until at last the
bait was an iced. The man in the bait-pen handled the bait and the ice with mitten-covered
hands, standing on the floor till the layers of ice and squid rose too high for convenience and

afterward he stood on the bait.
"It was the regular practice to ice at night all the bait which came on board during the day.

Several times the bait came to 118 80 fast that by noon as many as 5,000 had accumulated. When
this happened all hand8 would turn to ami ice them, al'W icing in the e,"ening tb080 received later.

"VISITING, STROLLING, &c.-As soon as the veBscl is anchored and properly cared for one of

the .first things is to go ~hore a.nd 'take stock.' Soon a dory may be soon lea.~ the v(i88e1'l!I

side. One or two men moe rowing and the others are grouped in the bow IlJld stern. Rowing

toward one of the rude wharves tha.t line the 8~ore, they all scramble up, and, making the dory fa8t,
spread Ollt over the town, generall;}' in little knots of two or three. In aceordanee with the habit
of Newfonndlanders, they enter any house that may soom attractive, and without any introduction

proceed at onoo to talk of the fish, the bait, their trip, or kindred sulUect8 of mutnal interest.
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They are very likelj- to ask if milk call be bought there, or where they can buy it. Quite often

something stronger than milk is asked for, and wines or gin or rod rum are drunk. None of our
men became intoxicated to excess, though two 01' three came aboard in a pretty jolly condition.
Sometimes the men did not go into any of the houses, but contented themselves by talking to the
men they met on the street, or strolled arotlnd the town or into the outskirts, noting the people

and the houses.

·'DANCRs.-One of the f<worite pastiwes of a. crow, while' iu baitin,' is a dance. 80 often have

they had these dances in Newfoundland that one of the first questions that a 'livier'· pnt!> tAl a.
new-comer is, 'Are you going to get up a dance" Usually they hire the honse of some native,
imd when they have no fiddler in the crew hire some one to fiddle. They then summon all the girls
in the place by a geueral invitation. The crow, during our cruise, went to sever.tl dances, two of

which they got up themselvcs. At Bay of Bulls, on our last baiting, they decided to have one of
these dances, and secured it most miserable house for this purpose. There was no fiddler, but only

a boy who sang for them, or, according to the Newfonndlaud vernacular, made ·chin-music.' The
reports from th~ party OIl the foilowing moming made me anxious to 800 one of thos(l dances, and

I was thereforc glad to hear talk of their having ullotber one.

"I went into the room-the living-room of the house-in which the danciIlg was to take

place. The ball had alreal1y opened. 'fhe room was one of the poorest I bad yet seen. even in
Ne\vfonndland. The uneven floor was utterly barren of carpet, mats, or any covering. A 8haky,

crazy-looking lamp on one wall threw it digmalligllt about, and showed the crew and about eight

girls seateQ on benche8 that lined tbe wall. III the immense fire-place sat the mother of the

family, holding in her arms a baby of two :rears. 'Vhen I entered, the host was le.uling off with

au opening break-down. His uuwieldy movements as he tried the doub]e-suuftle ill hit; heavy
cowhid.e boots were very gror~!!'(lu~. The orchestnb furnish(~d 'chin·music.' Thn musician 'tI.'as a
young man wbo hummed in a sort of grunting nalSi~l tone various tunes of proper time for ..quare
dances. It is utterly impossible to describe the sound which this musician lll'odu:-ed; it was a liue·

cession of nasal tones in the kes of C. The minstrel was at intervals iuspired by sudl words as these,
"fhat's it, Thommy, me b'y, gi' de bies a tune,' and kindred exhortations. Their dances were all
the square. dances, and generally the well·known lallcers. The various figures were called off by oue
of the crew. The sailors apparently enjoyed themr;elve8 just as well as if the mnsic had boon ver~'

much better. They paid the old man a couple of dollar/j for his house, gave the I:Iwoot singer it

{be, and were finally on board the vessel at about four o'clock in the morning."

42. PUBLIC SERVICES.

SERVlOES IN TIMES OF WAR.-Theimportance of the fisheries to the pl'Ospel·it.v of natioll~ has

frequently been alluded to by the writen; who have taken this subject hlto collsideration. In Sa­

bine's "Report on the Priiwipal Fisheries of the American Seas" t numerous instances are given

in Which the fi.sh~rmen 'Of the Ullitoo Statm. have rendered important i>6rviCl:8 of this kim\.
The peopl", of Marblehead, Gloo.ceswr, Salem, Beverl~')and other fishing ports of New En glantl

were 'among the foremost to meet thB unemy in the Revolntionary war. The privateers which

played 80 importaot a part then and in the war of 1812-1815 were largely manlled by fishermen,

especially thoae from NeWburyport.
"The servi.ooa of the poople of Marblehead," says Sabine, "are entitled to particular notice..

They were invaluable upon the sea and upon the land. When, in 1774, the port of Boston was

• A Jellidc.Jut of 1Jlo NewfoWld1all.d ooast Is, In llshermen's w.Iect, 8. "Iivier."
f,PIpIl96-mo.
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shut by act of Parliament, they tendered to their suffering brethren of the capital tho use of their
W!.Hl.f\'eg 111llI "ton'hDIHH'S free of dlllrge. The first. aetna1 ~yowal of offensin~ lJostilit,Y against

Eligland which is to he found in the revolutionurr annUls, is lIU act plll;sed by the l'roviucial Oou­
gress of 11a:;;saehllsdLs ill )itJ\'('llluer, IT73. It was framed hy Elbridge Gerry, a mercl1ant of Mar­

hldll:"all, 'WllOlill hllsilles" <!l'pewled l1}lon tlle fi.~Leric.~. It authorized captures upon the sea.

'Vitii its pream hIe it was priUll:'11 ill tIle LorHloll Magazine !lEI a political euriosity, and .Tohn Adams

calls it' Olle of the 1llOHt importilut docllmentOJ iu tLI~ history of the HcvolutiolJ.' Who' hoisted the

first Americ:m flag~' and t n whom 'tile first British fin;,!" WH." strnck l' are questions in dispute be­
t ween the flil'n(1::i of djtrl~n~nt e1aimant~; but JIlr. Adaills cOllf\'I'1>l both honor!'; ul'nn ,Tohn Manly,

of MarbleLeatl, W[1O captL1n,d a transport hayill~ on board It mortal', wLieu, transferred to Dor­

chester heig;ht~, 'dmYe tile English army from B mltOil , and the Ilav:y from the harbor.' The fish·
erlIlCU of thi~ tOll'll apP('lIl' to lw entitled to the same precedence in !laYHI a:lfairs under commissions

authorizt'll by thc ContilJcutal ()ongTcHt'>, SillC(~ it is stated that J01n Sc!man alld Nicholas Brough­

ton were the first com IIIauu('rs 11Plwiuted hy \V a sLing tOll aftl'r he assulned the direction of affairs.
Auother commauder of merit was Mugford, who tooK a IJowder ship em'ly in the war, and perished
ill the clIterprisl'. AwI still atlOtlier wa~ Samud Tllcl,cr, who, 8uC(~(,88flll bf'~'ond his compeers, is

said to Danl capturetlllJore British gUlliil ami BritislJ Sf'lllllen tilan Paul Jones, or any other captain
ill the Herdee of the thirteen 8t ates. Of tLe exploits of iudividuals of humbler rank, two examples

Jllust sullie". I II 178:3 'tlJree but'>' were put on bonrd of a, brig at Quebec to be !'Ie,nt prisoners to

England; ou the pa-8llage HIPY g:linp(] IHisses8ion of the vei'sd awl carried her safely to Marble·

IH'ltd~ their Dll,th'e tOWll. TLe /;<lllle }Ta.r three other young fishermen-all minors-prisoners in
the British ship Livdy, cOlIl~l:'iverl the Jlhm of capturing her, anu, inuucing ten other prisoners

to join tlwm, \\-efX' 8uCCf's.sflll; and, (:mllllwting their prize to Hanwi:I., made sale of her for a large

sum.

"For seniee ill the fieirl Marblehead raised oue cutire regiment. It has beeuI'emarked of these
'fi"hernwn soldier,,' that, iUUlwl to fatil,tllt' and hanlship, they were not reduced by sickness or

camp dl~.ea.8es lluring tlJe war. 'filiI> 11."g-imellt eOmliosed i1 part of the foroe of the illustrious com­

muru!nr-l11-dlief ill l:Ii1'l rHtreat tln'ol<gll Xi~lr Jerser, .and iu tho crisis of tile Whig {lllU$e. The
AUll'l'lean army, compo81'tl of regulars amI militia, lmrdly tlJree thousand in number, almost desti·
tutl\ of tents allll utensils fur cooldng, hadly armed, nearly naked and barefooted, dispirited by
losses and ,,'onl 11I,WlJ by sufferiug"s, wen' pl11'81Wl1, in Xovember and December, to the Dortherlybauk

of the Delaware, b J· th(' well-appointed army of the CIJemJ, flushed by success, alld panting for 0.

last,decjSI"-(l victory. Ito, a mOIlWl)t tJw l1estrl1ctioll of Wa,shiJJgtOll, either from the waters in

frout or from the royal troops in rear, seemed certain. l'Le heroic darillg of the men who, perhaps,

saved him, and with him their country, is nowhere relateLl.i1l lJistory. But Henry Knox, the chief

of artlllery, wh08e own serdces ou t.he occa.':Iion will ever be remetnbcwd and excite admiration,

ilas done them jllstice. After tile peace, aml while General Knox was a- member of the legislature

of Ml1s,sacbllsetls, an application Wflt' m<trle oy cjtjzens of Mal'hJeht'lld for the charter of a bank.

Their petition Wl~$ oIlpo>\ed. lIe l'Ose and stated their claim!". 'I am surprised,' be Baid, I that
:Marblclwatl should ask so ~mall a prit'ilege as that of banking, and that there should be opposi­
tiOll to it. Sir, I wif;lI the members of this body knew the people of ,Marblehead as well lUI I do.
T conlll wish that they lJad stood on the banks ot'tho Delaware River in 1717, in that bitter night

when the comm alldedll<chit'f had drawn up his littJe army to croSS it, a.nd had S6ClJ the powerful

curren t bearing' OIl wal'll the floating masses of ice wbieh threatened destruction to whosoever
should venture upon its bosom. I wish, that when this occurrence threatened to defeat the enter­

prise, the,\.' could have heard that distinguished warrior demand, 'Wbo will lead. ns ou" and seeu
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the meD of Jlrfarblehead, and Marblehead alone, stand forward to lead the army along the perilous

path to unfading glories and honors in the acllieycrucnt.s of Trenwn. There, ,~ir, went the fisher­

men of Marblelwad, alike at homo UpOll lanll or watf'r, alikn ardent, piltriof,ic, 1111(] llllflinehinr
whenever t.lwy unfurlCll tIle flag oft-lie {)OLUltry.'"

Starbuck, in Ids Id~tory ,yf the Alllerieau whale fif.;bery, g+vcs tlle following glowing trihute tr
the publie scnice of tbe whalelllell of thi.q cOIllltry :

"Few interests llUye ex('rfl'd it more mark HI illflllcnce upon the hi.f\tory of t'!J.e United StatN'

tlmn fhut of the fisheriefl. A~i(le from the value tlll''y have had ill a eorume.rdaj ]loillt of viti'''', the,"

llan', 'tlwa,Ys been found to be the DlHB('J'ieS of a har,ly, daring', and illllefatig4hle I'flee of 8t'llllleII,

such liS scarcely any other pnrsnit cuuld llay/, traillt'cl. The pioneers 0(' tlw Ilea, wlm1"meu, WTre

the advanee guard, the fOllow bOlle of dvilizatjon. Exploring e.xpedition~ follow(~d aft e1' to glP,lU

where tbt'y hau reaped. III Ow frozen 8eas of tbe north 3IHI tilt' south tLeir keels plnwed to the

extreme limit of navigatiou, and he't.ween llw fropic!' tht'y puuawd their prl''y tl.rough regions lH'Ter

before tra,erscd by the ve8sP]s of a eivi1izerl t'ommthlity. TIolcliJlg their liyt'~ in t beir lJalld8, as it

were, whether t.hey harpOOlH'd tlle ]eviatLall in t1.w d~'ep or put iuto BOllII:' hi tbel to unknown port for

sllpplic8, no l'xtrcme of 1)(':lt or cold ('ould (lallIlt tllero, nu thOllght uf danger bold them ill e}lt·('k.

'l'heir lives have eveT been OIle continual rOllnd 01 hair-hreadth p8eapeH, ill \\l!idl Illt' rid, Wllf:\ alike

shared b;y officerH and men. :No ~hiI'k eould finu all opportunity to indulge ill l'IJirkill{.!. 110 eowanl

a clmllee to di;lllla~v hif; ('owHnlice, amI ill tllt,jr ]1a7.ar(lou~ life iIH',oIIIlwl,'nti:< W('l'l' HIH·,'dily w('t'dt'd

onto Mati;\' a tall' of llallr.;l'r :\lld toil lLlld snflering, Ntartling:, s('yel"<" HIlll uonihh" iJal> illllmillt'tl

the IHlg'es of th,- history of tlli::; IHlnmit, f1J1(ll>caree all.Y, cyell till' humhh'st ot tllt'!<t' lwnl,\ llI:nilH'l"S,

bnt can, frOlll his own experiellee, mITrale truths ,.;trallger tlUlli fletioll. III Ulany 1'01'1";. UfllPlig

hundreds of i81andEo;, on mUllY seas tlll:~ tl<1g of the COHntry from wLidl tl(('~" HaIl"ll wn", fir,~l dl:>pla,1t'd

from the mast-head of a wlmle-sl.dp. l'nrsuillg" Ihl'il' ll'vo(~ation \vlH,rt'Yl'r l~ l:kllH'l' IJl'I''''('1I11'd, 1111'

AIlH'ricHlI flag was "first unfurled in au Engli",h J1mt from the dl'l:k of Oil\' Aweril:f111 W11H1l'1l11l1l, and

the port8 of the wcsterll COll8t of Sonth Anwriea 1iJ"~t lll'lteid lh~ 811lH.; amI fltril'('H ,.;ho\\'ll ;I,~ I IIf'

staTldard of another. It lIlay he safl~l'y all[~g('tl that, Ullt. till' thf'm the weiltellt ('t'I'all" ,,"unit, 111lh'l,

longer have been compaJ'ati'l'ly 111l1;1l0WlI, Hlul with equal truth may it lIt'1'-aid tl'll! WII:llt'\t'l' 01

honor or glory the Unitetl Stat('1l Ulfty 1m\"e W()1l ill it", exploratiolls of ll!eHe t)t:,'all"'. llll' U(,(,(,,,,,'ly

for tlmir exploratiolls \va,.; II tl'il'ut\, wruug from the Oo\,(' 1'1Il1i{,ll t, tllOugh !lol wit hOllt ('anJt'~l a lid

continued effort, to the intereHt", of on1' maI'ill('r~1 who, for yearl'- hdol'e, lwd llunml'll tilt' wlwlt, ill

these ullchartt'l1 seas, alit! tlll'e[lt1('d their wily wiill vxlreJl1('l't Carl' alllOl'\! tl~(·s(' llllll,";.;,")'jl",<!

islands, reefs, amI shoals_ Into the flell! OpelH'rt by Illl:rn ftowt'd the tTlHlt- or till' cj\'ilizl'tl \\ (lll,:

III their footsteps followl'd Ghrist,jnuit.y. TilleY intro!ll1eed Ihe miilsiollaJ',; 10 lip\\, HI':lt')'("~ ,IIUM·fI(:

Tless, and made his preSCllce tpnil hle. SHyl"; a writer in tht' IJom!oll Qnnrled.Y HI',it'w: ''fl)l' W11,11('

fishery first opened to Great, Britain (I, bf'lll'fieial iuterCtHII'l'e witL tllfo coa"! 01 H!'alJisjl A n:t'l"il':!; it.

Jed in tll{\ Requel to the independence of the SlIauiHll colonies.' • • • 'But for 0111' \\haln,.;, w\'

, never miglJt LaYA fOlluded our colonies in Van Dieman';; Land IIllll AUf:.tra.lill-or if WI) had we ('ouhl

not have maintained them ill tbelk early stages of dangt,r and IJri\'utioJl, }11)reOVer, our illtimue,Y

with the Polynesiaus must be traced to tlJe same Hource. The whaler;; were thl) flnlt that tradet!

in that qnarter-tiler prepared tlle field for the missionaries i and the sallle thing is now in pro·

gress in New Ireland, New Britain, am] New Zertll1nd.' All that the EngliHh fishery has done for

Great Britain, the American fishery has -dolle for the United States-and mote. In war our NaY~'

bas dra.wn npon it for some of itB sturdiest and hra\"cst seamen, sud in peace 0111' commt.'l'cial mariu0

haa fonnd in it its choicest and most skillful officers. In connection with the tod-fl.shery it schooled
the sona of America to a knowledge of their own strength, a.nd in ita protection developed and

BRa lV--6



82 FISHERMEN OF THE UNITED S'.rATES.

intensified that 8pirit of self-reliance, independence, and national power to which the conflict of from
1775 to 1783,.wafl a natural and nooessaI)' resultant."

The Boston J oumal of Commerce of January 2o, 1879, in speaking of some of the old whalers
sunk in Charleston Harbor during the late war between the States, gives the following acconnt of
the capture of oue of them from tho British:

"The Oorea came from England tluring the Revolution, bound for New York with army stores.

Puthng into Long Island in a storm, a small vessel with nearly one hundred fishermen put out to
cJapture her, and, with only four men and a boy on deek, anchored on the fiBbing grounds, and
wem apparently busy fishing when a gun from the Corea summooed her crew to run down to her,
and when alongside a part of the crew were made to bring their fish on board, While the English
sailors werc looking at their prize one of the fishernlen threw some fish on the schooner's dook,
Qnd the armed men swarmed up from the hold and on board of the Corea, which was taken to "New

Bedford, and eventually became a whaler,"
During the war of the rebellion the Xavy'\>f the North, as bas already boon stated, received

large accessions from among the fishermen of New England. Two or three companies of infantry
were recruited at Gloucester, the members of which were chiefly fishermen.

Capt. F. J. Babson, collector of customs for the port of Glouceflter, gives the following concise
fltatement of the relation which Gloucester has held, and still holds, to the United States as an ele­
ment in its system of coast defenses: " For the defense of the Union in the late war it is esti·
mated that fifteen hundred men went into the service from Gloucester, two-thirds at least being
Keafaring mell or fishermen. The availa.bility of fishermen for offensive war on a foreign nation
must be computed on the privatcering basis, At least fifty swift-sailing steamers for privateering

could ohtain creW8 in Gloncester in oue week, while service in the regular Navy is not, and never
will be, popular with our people. Our men desire chanoos for promotion, such M is possible in
the volunteer service in the Arm~', and the country, if she ever fights, mnst fight a war of the
people, by the people, and for th~ people,"

There is an almost complete lack of statistics showing to what degree onr fishermen rendered
8ervice during the late war. It may be taken for granted that fishing towns furnished their full
quota to the Anny for these wars, no diBtinction in the llrafts between mariners and landsmen,
while all of them contributed a greater or less number of men to the naval·forces of the north,
Most of the men entering the "Navy, as well as a large number of those who joined the Army,
were volunteers. The extent to which fishermen were employed in the Navy is not under­
stood, even by persons, not residents of fishing communities, who J)rofess to be well informed on
such matters. The fisbermeuUI'Iually went to large recruiting stations, such as those in Boston or
New York, and no record was made of their former aecnpation. After the war had closed, eearoely
a. fishing vessel sailed from Glonce,ster or any other large fishing port which had not in its crew

several veterans.
The following account of t,he r&'Ii8tance of a whaling captain to being captured by the Confed

erate privateer Shenandoah, as recorded in the newspapenl of the time, servea to ilIuatrate the
dogged determination and courage of a New England whaleman. .

Capt. 'l'bomaa G. Young, of t.he Favorite, of Fairhaven, a man between sixty and 86venty years
old, who had all his- property invested in his vessel, loaded his bomb guns and other weapoDsand

took his stand on top of the cabin of his doomed vessel, and, when the Shenandoah's boat came along­
Bide, drove her oft' by threatening to fire upon her. Captain Waddell; of the Bhenandoah1 ordered
bls gunDer to train a gnn on the Favorite and tire low; but Young's Ilubordinates, having in vain
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tried to dissuade thi.\ old bero from l'esistance, remo\'ed the caps from bis guns, and, taking a boat,
pulled off to the Shenandoah. Another boat. was l;ent alongsille and tbe officer ill charge hailed
the old man and commanded him to o;urrender.

The brief difllo,g-Ile which now took place wm.; too full of seaman's c.xpleti...-rs to be :repeated in

this place. Captain Young defied the privateero;mell, ill the most emphatie words, HInT al; tue men
boarded his ship he leveTl'd his hnge bomb-gUll and pulled the trigger; bnt tLe piece, which had

been tampered with, failed to explode and he was 800D made a prisoner.

FISHERMEN EXEMPTED }'RO:ro[ TAXATION IN COLONIAL TlMES.-WLen the colonies of Massa.­
chnsett8 and Virginia were establillhed, it seems to bave been the intention of the EngljRh Govern·

ment t,o encourage ill every pOAsible maImer the establishuleut of fisheries j in faet, one of tLe chief
objects of the 'Massachusetts colonies in seeking a station 130 far north upon the coast was c\ideutly

to gain increased facilities in the prosecution of this iudustry.
In the early history of the J'l'IassacllUsetts COhlllil's may be fonnd numerous acts whose direct

purpose was to encourage men t.o engage in the fisheries. Many of tbe...e llroviUe for the exemp·
tion of fishermen from military ser\'ice. TIle follOWing law is reemded as baving been passed:

"At tbe Generan Comtc, houldf'n at BORton, the 22t.h of the 3th MO, called 1IIay, 163!J." "All
fishermen, while they are abroad during .tiSUiIlg seasolls, shipcarpentt'rs, w('~ follow that calling,
& miller1S shall bee exempted from training, yet they are to bee furnished with arms."·

Again we fiud another act IJassed:
"Att a Gennerall Courtl' llCltl at Boston, 14 of October,165V' "In answer to y" peticcon of

Edw RailJsford, Gamaliel Waite, JOllll Shawe, 1I1atbew Abd~-, Richard George, John reel,
Riehnrd Hollige, Richartl \Voodhoul:'le, Hobt Linkborlle, Abell Porter, PeteT Till, Abmham
Browne, Jno Mellows, fishermen, humbly desiring that thfY ma;r be exempted from tr.tJ'nings
during time of the fishing SC!UlOIl &c, the Court grants their reguest."t

HUMA.NE SERvlCEs.-Importa1Jt servioos are cOIlstantly being rendered by the fishermen in
t,he way of re1Scuing vessels and men in peril. The medal of thE'> MaS8uchllsetts Ilumane Society

has frequently been awarded to fishermen, and in several instances valuable gifts have been

received by our fishermen from foreign Governments, especially from Great Britain, for services

rendered in saving the lives of British subjects. A long chapter might be devoted to recounting
instances of heroism, where lives have been saved by our fishermen at great ril>ks to themselves:
by acts of daring, which scarcely any but IDen like our fishermen, thoroughly accustomed to the

sea, would hBve dreamed of attempting.
'R is a well-known fact that fishermen babitually take extraordinary risks in rescuing their

shipmates, or others, in peril. Whittier has nnintentionally douo a great injustice to the New

EnglQUd tlsbermen by the implications expressed in his poem, "Skipper Ireson's Ride":

Small pity COl' him J He I;II.Ued away
F10m a }I'aklng lIhip in Chaleur Bo.y­
Sailed away from 0. sinking wl'6Ilk
With hill own town8peopll' Oll her d61lk.
"Lay by, lay by," they 111101100 to him.
Book he answered, "Sink or swim,
Brag of YOul' catch of fiIIh again I"
And oJf he aailed through the fog and the rain t
Old Floyd Ireeon, for his ho.rd heart,
Tarred and feathered fWd Cll,rried in a cart;
By tho women of Marblehead.

-1630. Th4llegUlaturo of MIIIl8lI(lhu8lltta po.llsed an Belt w free from all dutiffl and public taxM aU utatel!l em­
ployM in 0IItchlng, making, or t:rMUlporting Il.sh. All &hennen, during tbe 116ll;80U fol' busiuell8, alld all ahip.boildera
were, by the eame act, ~nllOO !'rom trainiOKi. [Hotch., 1,92.] Holmes' Amariaan Annals, 1riOfi, voL i, p. 312.

tRMordA ofM-aohmettA, vol. iv, Part I. page 3Ul.
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As a ma.tter of justice we print in If. foot-note what is doubtles8 a true review of the fact8
of the case; it appeared in the Marblehead Statesman."

--------_.- ------------"- ---- ------~--_ ... -.-_._-----
~ SKIPPER IRESON.

Many" time when traveling awa)' froID hil< nstivt' heath t,he writer haslIlet individuals whose only knowledge of
onr W'0d old town was that ga;Ut1d from rea<JiIlg: the poem of lIfr. Whittier which is the theme of this EU'ticle. When
l.he formnla of introduction had proceeded far flIlough to II,nnOllnee that we were from Maxblehead, the reply has too
often come, "Oh! yes, Morble'en.d, where old FInd OirflOn for his hnrd hert was tard and feathered and eorrid if' a
eon." 80 often has this been re-peated that t-here grew wilhin us n. feeling of exasptlration, and the very uame of
\Vhit-ticr had an unlllelloBaIlt Bound. l'hi~ oxperience gay,," liS the firm re~olv() that, if opportnnity ever offered, we
wOI1M pllllle upon reccrd th" protesl, vi on" 1>J9rhlebeader agaJn..t- the lillel ~>Qu bill nutive to-WI! and tb" im/UJt npon
tho fair fame of hoI' nohIe wO\n$ll. We haw-, been forf'sta-llcd in our original dl'~ignby t.he publication of tJtO kne story
of Skipper Ireson's ride, by Mr. Sumue1 Roads, jr., in hi.~ "History fl,nd TTilditions of Marblehead." Imm\\diately upon
the pnolics.tion of the l}istory by Mr. Roads, th" lloet seot him a lctkr, in which he gracefully acknowledges the truth
of the ~t()ry as told hy Mr. Roads, and hears t~timoDY to the honorable record of old Marblehead. Mr. Roads's story
is liS follows:

"On Sunday, October 30, 180e., the Bchoonl\r Betty, commandod by Skipper Beojaroin lreaon, lLl'Tived from the
Gnu,,] BanKJl. .8JIOTtl.... after t1leir iLTlivll1 t.hf\ new rllpOHl'rl that~.t midillgllt on the previous Friday, when offOapl'
Coil liF:ht-bomse, they paMed the ~choOIH'rActive, of Portland, wlJich was in a sinking condition, and that the skipper
had refuaed to renl1cr any a~istance to tIl(' unfortunat-e men on board the wnck. The excitement and indignatioLl
of the peol1]e upon the reception of this llews call he better imaghwil thnn described. Two vessels, manned by willing
\'olnnteers, were imme<ljatel~' dispatclllJc] to the scene of disaster, with the llOpe of their arrival in Ume to save thll
shipwrecked saiioTs. But tlleir mi88ion ,"ae a failure, and they returned with no tidiuga of the wreck. The resent·
ment of tll~ peop1" wlU! still furtJ:u,r provoked wlum, on the following day, the eloop Swallow arri-ved, ha ... ing on board
Cllptaill GiLboml, tho llilli!ter of tlll> iJI-fateu schooner. He corrohorate<1 the story told by tbe crew of the Betty, and
stated that the Active apmnR a It'ak at about 11 o'clock on Friday night. An hour later thO! Betty was Bpoken, 'hut,
cODtrary to tbe principles of hum,fl,nit~·,' she sailed away witbout giving any llBIIistallce. On Saturday, Captain
Gibbons and three of the plUlsengers w('re taken off the wreck by Mr. Hardy, of Truro, in a whale-boat, Four other
peJ'l<ons ......ere ldt on the wreck, but the storm incnased 80 rapidly that it WN! founiL impollllible to return to their
rescne. Cltptain Gibbons W8Il! phwed on board the rtovenne cmtte:t Good Intent, and afterwards went on board the
aloop Swallow, in which he Clime to Marhleh<'l1d,

"ThiR statement, by one who hl1d $0 1llloITowly eBlJapf'd II, watery grave, made a deep impreasioLl upon the fulher·
IIwn, and they determined to demollstrate their disaJlI.roval of Skipper lre@on's conduct by a 6ignal act (If vengeance.
Acr_ordingly, on a bright moonlight night, the nnfortunats akipper Wa-B allildenl~· lIOi~ by 6ev&lI.l powerful men anil
sel'l1rely llollnd. He was then placed in a dory, and, beBIllell,~~] from hellcl to feet with tar and feathers, WIUI dr~gged

IlJrongh the town escoTt-ed ]'Y II multitude of men Rnd boya. Wben oppoBite the looality now known lL!I Work­
house RoekR the botUlm of tile dory c'Ime out, anti the pri90u('r linil;hed the remainder of his ride to Salem in a
cart. Th(' anthorities of that city forbade tho entrance of the strango I,rocession, and the crowd returned to Marble­
head. Throng-hout tlle entire proceeding Mr. IT"'lOn maintained a dignified silence, and when, on arrivibg at his own
home, Ill) Wa~ released f"om euatody, hiB only remark Wll.l!, 'I thank you for my riiLo, gentlemen, but yon will live to
regret it.' Ria words ,,·ere ]lro!Jhetic. When too l,'Lte to make rol'aration for the wrong they had committed, tbe
im !,ulsive fialw.rnlcn relllizeil that they lwd perpetrated an act of the grcateat injnatice npon a.n innocent man.

"At t,hia late day, when for Jeare his memory ha.'! ]'een defnmed thronghuut, t-he la.nd, a.nd the fu.ir name of the
women of MIi'l"uldliead hJl<S been <'lullied by the lictitio!lil' iltory of one of \lUT bfflt New England paetg, it is but julft that
the true story oft-he affair ~houh1 he ,,·ritten. Skipper Ireaon W:l8 not mor.., to blame than his crew, and, it is believed,
1I0t lit all. \Vben the ....-reck wall spoken and the cry nf digtre5fl WM beard, a terrifio galo was blowing. There WM a
consultation on board the Betty 8S to the COllTII{l to be pnrsued, and the crew decided not to endanger their own li ....es
for the ~ake. of Having otllers. Finding that- they were re&lluto in their deter:minat,ion, Skippcr Ireson proposed to lay
by the wl'CQk all night or until the al,GI'm abOllld ahate, and th(~n go to the rescne of the uufortnnam men. To this
they also delDlIrred, and insiElted on proceeding on their homeward voyage without delay. On their arrival at Marble­
bf'litl, fcW'i1Jg the jllst indigDlI.tio-n of tlJ8 people, they l~id tbll ell tire blame npon t1le Blripper. This vereion of t,]Jt'

affair is g-el\erally Il.CcepWd a.B true, anu for the credit of the town, be it said, that it i!l one of tbe few incidllIlt8 In it.
entire history th&t its citizens have any TOal!On to regrat."

Mr. Whittier'a liltter ia aa follows:
"OAK KNOU.. D&NVEK5, Fiftll-'r1WRth, 18, 1$.

"My DEAR }'RlIU."D; I heartily thank thee for a copy of thy' Bist-ory of Marblehead.' I have raad it with great
interest and thillk good use has becLl Dladll of the abnndant mat<lrlal, No town In E8Bex County hili! l\ record roore
honoralile tb&Il Marblehead; nu one bas done more to develop the industrial interest of our New EnglAnd _board,
aJld certainly nODe bJl,ve g!vell. such evidence of lItl1f'8lI.Crificing pat,riotism. I am glad tbB story of it bu been at lallt
told, &Ild told 80 well. 1 have now no doubt that thy veralou of SkippeT Ireson 1.8 &, OQrr6ct one. My velll6 Wli8 solely
founded on a fragroent of rhyme which Iheald from oneofmy early schoolmates; a n&tive of Marblehead. 1 ll11ppoMd
the awry to whieh it referred dared back at loaet Ito century. I knew nothing of the particula.rs, aDd thll na:rratlve of
the ballad lV.IlB purel'anc,y, 1 am glad fo:r thellBke of truth and jnatk6 th.t; th6IeaJ fJilcl:8a-reglveII in th,y book- .1
certainly would uot knowiugly do inj'lstioo to anyone, dead or living.

•, I am truly thy friend, "JOHN G. wlIIT'l'lEB."
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Numerous instances of humane acts by fishermen are on reeord; II 'Volume could be filled ill

their narration, and we quote here tW() or three as examplr-s of mUDS: ..

About the year 1863 a fi"hing schooner, commanded hy Capt. '.fl](lmaH Dt>ueh, of ,Gloucester,

encountered a heavs gale on Geurge';; Ban];;, ill wlJich she wail driveIJ from her allcllurage and met

with some damage, losing amung uther things a boat. Soon after tilt) g-ale llr-gan to moderate, and

while ~yet the spa was Ycry rough, she fell ill with a Bl'itish Hssd in a sinking condition. 1'\ot

having any boat, it was a, prol:Jleltl how the fidlPrwen could succppd in rescuing the impcriled crew.

This they did by takiIlg some of the ice-houf;(' planks whidl were in their .essel's hold and nailing'
them to the bottom of a gUrI'y-ppn.· Witll tbis imperfect !loat. theS Hueeeedpd in re8ening the crew

from the sinking ves8eI and hrollght. j,lJem to G!oncest,er. For this humane and daring act., per­

formed under such difficult circumstances, the captain was awarded a ,ery fine telescope by the

British Government.

The following paragraph, from the Cape Ann Ad'Vcrtiser, .April 22, 1881, gives an idea of the
nature of the rescues which are frequent,ly made:

"A DA.RING DEED---Two GLOUCESTEI1 MA.RINERS RISK THEIR LIVES TO RESC17E A COM­

RA.DE.-The two men who went from the 8cllOoner Star of tbe Bast, Captain Dowdell, to rescue

Albert :1<'. }<'itch on Brown'8 Bank on the 3d instant, as narrated in our last, issue, were Michael
Doyle HoDd .Josellb HaCkett, and they are deserving of grea.t. credit. Fitch \Vu,s washed overboard

while engaged in dressing fish, the schooner beillg at anchor upon the Bank, and was fortunate
enough to catch hold of a l'lhif'ting plank which was washed O\'erboard, OIl which he succeeded in

keeping aflou,t for an honr and ten minutes before being picked up. [This is }lrolJably an error in

regard to time.] It wa~ blowing a. heaYJ" gale from the northwest, with a strong t.ide running to

leeward, and any attempt to go tc> his rescue wa-s fraught with great peril. But, unmindful of the
Ilerious risk.. Doyle and lI>wkett jumped into an oItI dory and st.arted away before tbe wind and sell

to rescue their imperiled comrade. After they got him on board of their frail boat they found it

absolutely impossible to rtlturn to their Yessel, but succeeded in boarding the 8choouer Joseph 0.,
which was also lying at anchor on the Bank. It took 80me three hOllIS ot' constant labor, after

arriving ou board the Joseph 0., ro resuscitate Fitch, and the three men remained on board the

latter ves8el from Sunday night until-Tnesday afternoon, when the Stu,r of the East was signalized

a.nd ran down and rook the men on board."

The Cape Ann Advertiser, of the same date, alBo contains the following note:

"RECOGNITlON OF :BRAVERy.-Collecror Babson haa received the llum of '150 from the Massa­

chusetts Humane'Society, to be handed over to the crew of the fishinll 8cbooJlt~r Laura Sa} ward,
~f tbis port, for their heroic conduct in rescuing the crew of the British schooner Maggie Blanche,

in the midst of a furioWl gale on Georg'e's last September. Two of the crew, James Lord and Dean

Crockett, who went in a. dor;r and took off the captain and mate of the Maggie Blanche, who were

lashed to the wreck, will also receive the medals oftbe society. It will be remembered thllt the

men named have also received handsome watches from the British Got"ernIDcnt in recognition of

their bravery. The Maggie Blanche was bound from Digby to Barbadoes; her owner, who was on

board, and two of' her crew, were, drowned. I)'he master, Cllpt~ John C. '>;linchester, and mate,

Thomas Lewis, were lashed to t,he deck when the wreck was discovered hy the Laura Sayward.

Oapt. James Moore, master of the 1atter vessel, finding that the wreck was likely to sink before

the men could be rescued, promptly cut his cable to allow his vessel to drift, and Crockett and

Lord pot oft' in a dory, at the risk of their Iives; and succored tll e imperiled mariners."

• A gurry-pen is a.n obloug pen on the deek of tbe ve!l8l\l, u~ually 12 feet by 4 or 5 feet, and without any l,atlom,
which is lIIlOtIl'ed to the denk by laIlLini&- In thIs ill put the oft'll.l of the &h, or fulh-prry, while the ve/l6el is on th.,
aau..
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43. COSTUME OF THE SAILOR-FISHERMEN.

Fifty years ago the cootume of our fishermen was similar to that of the average European
fishermen of the present day. Indeed, among tlle early records, of tbn I'lymouth colony we find
mentioned a number of articles of fishermen's clothing sent ovor by the English capitalists who

interested themseln~8 in the development of the fisheries. A writer in the" 1~lsherman'sMemorial

and Record Book" describes the dress of the G loncester .fishermau in the olden time as follows: "It
consisted generally of tbe tarpaulin hat and monkey.jacket or Guernsey frock (sometimes both};

the harvel, a stout apron of leather, and the ponderous fishing hoots, of astonishing breadth of
beam, made of the thkkest ofrmset cow·hide, with tops turning ull high over the knees, which,

though cumbrous and heavy, constituted an efficient protection against cold and wet."
The fishing dress t'hiefly in use at the present time if! much lighter, more comfortable, better

fitting, and better made than that worn by any other class of sea·faring men, except by sailors in
the :Navy and on yachts. .At the Fishery Exbibitions at Berlin and London were exhibited a num­

ber of garment8 of muber and oiled cotton which excited much interest. Not only was the excel·
lence of the material a snbject of general remark, but patterns of these garments were requested

by public officers interested in introducing them into use in the fisheries and naval marine of Nor·

way, Russia, and Germany. The contrast between the American clothing and the heavy leather

garments shown in the Norwegian, Danish, German, Rnd Ddtch sections was very striking.
The dress of the fisherman at the present day, with the exception of waterproof articles, con·

sists of trousers, waistcoat, and coat of some woolen fabric. The coat is, however, very frequently

replaced by a monkey-jacket or reef-jacket of a heat')· woolen fabric, and, in warm weather, a
jumper, or loose jacket of calico, gingham, or woo~, similar to tbat worn by butchers. Their nnder­
clothing is nearl,}" alwaYB of some Btout wool, anti their feet are co'\"ered witlt woolen socks. The
ordinary coverings for the feet, when the men are off duty in tbe cabin, or when on deck in warm
weather, are heav;y leather slippers. The head covering is generally a. wide·awake or slouch hat of

felt, though e,cry kind of hat or cap seen on shore is used upon the fishing vessels. A close· fitting

cap of dogskin or lambskin, with flaps for protecting the face, ears, and back of the head, was

formerly commonly worn in cold weather. This cap is still occasionall;y used in winter, but a. broad­
brimmed hat of felt, chip, or straw is in more general use in pleasant weather.

The Quter gannents of the fisherman, worn when he is at work, are put on over' his ordinary

clothing. Since they are peculiar in shape they will be described separately:

Oil traWlers and jacket.-The trousers are made very large and are proTIded with an apron

which covers the entire front of the body with a double layer of cloth, extending high up on
the chest and held in that position b;y straps passing oyer the shoulders. It has wings or flaps

extending back upon each side of the hipll, which are bnttoned or tied with Ii string at the front
of the waist.

The oil.jacket is a double·breasted garment, shaped much like a pearjacket. It has upon the

right-band side an extra flap, called the H weather piece," which buttons over the flap on the left
side, thus effectually excluding the water. The collar is about three inches wide at the back and

is inteuded to stand llJ.l and button closely around the neck. These are sometimes lined with
flannel.

1'Ile ,ou'wlI8wr.-This i8 a hat of the ordinary sou'wester pattern. There are several .hape8
in use among our fishermen. The Cape Ann sou'wester is regarded by the ftghermen 88 better
than any other. .

The juutper.-Tbis is a light oU·clot.h garment shaped like & shirt, bat with the lWl8llest



SAILOR J<'ISHERMEN OJ<' .h'EW ENGLAND. 87

poSl!lible opening at the neck and bntwning closely round the wrists. It. exteuds down to thl:! hillS

and i~ worn ontside of the trowsers. This is worn instl'ud of tLe oil.jackct in warm weatbe;,
especia.lly by men dressing .fish.

The barvcl.-This is a stout apron of oil·cloth. The harvel is made in tlilhll'cnt shapes:
(a) the barvel proper, which is an apron of heavy oll.cloth, extcndiug from tlll' waist dm·.nward to
below the boot,·tops, and npwa,rds, in a flap, almost to the neck, anu is held ill that position by a
strap passing aI'OllUlI the neck. The flaps almost meet at the back amI aI'!' held ill place by two
strings which cross eaeh other at the Hlliall of the back, passing around the bou;y alld fastening ill

fwnt. It is g{lneralls used .in place of the" pants," especially when cod fishing in summer, and
sometimes when dressing fish, and is occasionally worn ill connection with the jumper or the
jacket; (b) the petticoat barvel, wbich is in general form like the ordinary barvel, tmt bas It IUueb

larger flap, closed at the back and extending under the a.rms. It extends higher up Cll the
waist than tile ordinary barvel. This has but reccntl)' come into ulSe amollg OUI' fishermen, bnt is
essentially the same as the garment worn centuries ago by the I<'rench and English fishermen in
the Newfoundland and Labrador fisheries. These fishCl'nwn used to stand inside of ubarrel
when dressing .fish, and the petticoat hung over Ule outside. 'The petticoat harvel is cbiclly in use
among the hand.liue fishermen and the seiners.

Oil·sleoo68.-These are false sleeves fastened tight about the wrist and extcnding high up
on the arm, generally secured at the shoulder with a button. They are used bS· the men while
dre8Sing fish and haUling the seines or engaged in any other work in which the arms are likely to
get wet.

Monkey-jackets and muJ}'lers.-Therc is comparatively little dift'twence in the temperature OIl the
flllhing grounds in summer and winter, especially on the distant grounds where collI fogs constantly
prevail, and whero, as the fishermen express it; the year is made up of nine months' winter amI
three months late in the fall. The monkey-j:wket is substituted in the coldest weather for the
jumper, and sometimes both are worn together. Tho only special provision for comfort is a woolen
mutfter, or comforter, with which the nock and face are enveloped.

Boots.-FiBhermen's boots are either of leather or rubber, the latter material being in more
general use in winter, while leather is chiefly worn in summer. Ordinar,Y rubber boott>, costing
from '3.50 tU"il5, are commonly used. The hip boots are sometimes, thongh not frequently, worn.
Among the Bank. ft8bermell boots of l'Ullset leather are preferred to the black ones, but whether
red Ot black, the leather fishing boot!;! are generally of thick cowhide or" grain.leather," with \"Ct'Y

heavy sole8.
Quali1i!J of oiled elothing.-The oil·clothes made in New England are acknowledged to bc the

b6l!t in the world. The oil is applied wi~ more skill, the materials are better, and the patterns
the IDOIlt convenient. Both'double and single thickness of oil,cloth are used, the latter chiefly in

summer. All of the garments described, except the barvels, are also made of rubber, and are fr('>­
quently used by the fishermen. These wear longer and are preferred in winter becaUt;e they do not
stiffen or crack ill cold weather; the price, however, is con!iiderably higher. The cost of a j <l,(}ket
and "pants" of oilcloth, in 1880, Walj from $3 to t3.50. A corresponding suit of rubber costl; ~bou t

$10.

IlAND OOVEBINGS.-A variety of coverings for the hands are in use:
tal Woolen mitten8.-These are made of coarse yarn. Inappropriate as it may scem, tlJey are

almost a.lways white. colored mittens being considCl'ed by some fishermen unl ucky or "Jonahs!'
The more liberal fiBhermen respect the prejudices of tbeir companions. These mittens are U800

llOt o.t1Jy for warmth but as Ii protection to the hands when dressing fish. They are always
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washed after the work of dressing the fish is fini8hed. 1I1en going on a long cruise provide

thelD~elvel:l with several llairs of these mittens. They may be bought in the shops for about 50
centi; a pair, but ar(1 often made b;y lllembcm; of a 1!'..;herlllan's family.

(b) Colton mitten.~.-l'hel'le are similar in shape to the woolen mit.tt'llS; the;y are made ofpiec~

of eottoll tIrilling sewn log'('!lwr, and, like the woolen mittelH'!, are whi teo 'l'bey are llsed prillcipall~'

ffl!' dn~:;;:\illg: mackerd ill 1Ill' 81lmmer season amI lWIHlling tue ;;eiuc:;;, llt'ing cooler and wore com.

fOltallle ill warm w{'atht'!' 1han tbose made of wool. The COltOIl olles eost abont 25 cents a pair.

(e) ltulJuer nlittcn,~,-TIJt;se are sometimes lill<'d with flannel, a'fHl whr·u not 80 lined are made

Yer~' laq;n )11 or-ller tu fil OW'. tLe on'lin3.I)' w(,olen mittens. TbeJ am useu to lllimited extent by
tUl' wi lItt']' tl."heruwll II ud eost alwut $1 a pair.

(d) ()i!-mitlen.~.-Th('/o;e aI'''' mmall.y iliadI'. of stout cotton drilling and oiled. They are used in

tIlt; ...,HUle 111;111111:'1' us thlJ uulined ruhher mitten8, being worn over woolen mittem,. .They cost about
;>0 Ct'U ts a JI;lir.

(f) J/IlI;f;l'n:/ ylore.l'.-Tlwsc an, made uf woolen yarn autl resemule mittens, except that the
fording-PI'S ha \'(, st'Jlar,tte con'rings. n.r tIJis nrraIlgmnent l{mater f!'eedom of lHotion is anowed to

fure:":'u!1:ers (If llwn wllo arc l'\'i"eeratin~or "gibbiug" tbe mac.kerel.

(j) IIan(l/,a1t!tn.-TIlPse are tigbt-fitting gloves of woolen ;yarn, with long wrist pieces,

extt'lirliug !Ialf way 11]1 (he (urearlll, and wry short finger and thum b stalls. These are Ufwd b~J the
hund-l i ru, uslll'rllwn in the winter, heing worn with the nippers, described below. 'l'he short
fill~(,N;1aIls are slippot:l'd to IilCilitatt~ the li'ce lise or the fingers in baiting the hooks. Tlle hand·
haulers are not suffieiently common to bt~ kept for sale in the shops.

(0) -,'-ippers.-Thel,1tl re!!elllule wristlets in general appearance, but are worn aronnd theu

lo",'er part of the fingers iUlltead of around the wrist. They are knit of woolen yarn and, like the
mittt'llS, am alwa;ys white. Thl'Y are Ilsed h.r all trawl and hand-line fi8hermeu f but not by mack­
vrel Ili:lllermen. Tbeyare held in the hollow of the ballll, when the line is being hauled, for the
sake of greater t>3.se ill obtaining a g.ip. They are stuffed with woolen cloth in such a manner

that there is a Ilarrow crease ill the center between the two edges, by the friction of which the

hUIld is aided in its efIort .to retain a grasp upon the line. Nippe:rs are for sale in all the shops,
and co!:!t 50cents a pair. Unlike all the other articles of clotlJing and hand wear f the nippers form

part of the outfit of the "essel and are included in the" stock charges," of which the crew pay

ODe-half. The only exoeptioll to this rule is the usage, which occa8ionally prevails, of giving a

suit of oil-elothe,f,f at the- expenIW. of t.he vesMll and cr~w, tc an expert" t>a.ltel'''. for his ~l'viceaon (\
Bank trip. A halibnt vessel f e::qiected to be absent from port about six weeks, carries from a
dozen and a half to two dozen pairs of nippers, and the Grand Banker carries a l'lti1llarger supply,

sometimes four or six dozen pairs. Large quantitiC1! of nippers are made by the fishermen's widows
at Gloucesterf to whoUl this industry affords a partial support. These women also knit some of
the mittens, though the greater pg,rt come from the maritime dit;trict8 of Nova Scotia and Maine.

Nippers are also made b.y the young ladies of seaboard. towns for Bale at chnroh fairs.
(h) Finger-oou.-Tltese are separate finger·stalls of rubber or wool worn by mackerel ftshermell

upon the forefinger when band-lining for mackerel. They are kept in the shops and cost about.5

cents or 10 conti; apiece. ,

OARE OF CLOTHING.-The fisherman's wardrobe is seldom stored in ch6st8 or trunks. The

number of men living in the cahill and the forecastle renders it 1Uladvisable to flJI up the space
with furniture of thi8 dCSCliption. The skipper, however, sometimes carries a chest, or "donkey,"

as the fulhermen call it. The oil clothes, which form the bulkiest pOrtion of the fisherman's dress,
oC which be carries two or more snits, cannot be stowed away in a confined space, but are always
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buug up in some conveniellt place. If they were put away wet they would mold, and if dry they
might heat and ig-uite; aboye all, it is necessary th:1t they should be ready for use at a moment's

notice. Each member of the crew haa his {)Wll nails or hooks upon which his oil clothes are always
hung. Tht' act of donning the oil·skin suit is called "oiling up." Ever;.' man carries from two

to .five changes of dothefl, wbich ]le stows away in a canvas IHlg called a "clothes-bag." Con\'e·
nience, as well as the fisherman's prejudice against ,alif,;('s, caURes this custom to lw almost mdver­

sally obse-ned. 'l'he ba,g ll; about 18 inches in diameter aUd from 3 to 4 feet. long, anll is stowed

in tLe back part of the berth. SOIne men nse it for a pillow.
BED-CI.OTRlllG,-Allotllcr part of the Ji~berman's outfit, whieL maJ~ proIlcrly he considcl'l'd ill

connectiolJ ",Uh bis wardrobe, is his lred·clothing. This incllldC8 a. mattress, or, more g-euerally, a

sack of a coarse hempen fabric stufI'ed with straw, called a bed·sack. III Gloucester these aro

kept in the outtitting stores alld are fLlrnished by the owners and charged to the llIell j when filled

and ready for use they cost $1.25. 'The other bed·clothing, furnislled b;y the men themselves,

cOllsists of bla.nkets or qUilts, of which each man carries one, two, or more. The piJIOWEl are
st,u1fetl with featners or straw, and are IIro\'idml by the men. 'YileIl.'1> man c)l8.ngNi from OIJe

vesl>cI to aIlOther he carries with Lim bis clothes-bag, his uNl.sack, and his' oouclothing; hence

the common expression which is used to describe the man who is lCa\'ing a vessel and who is said

to "jel'k his straw."
SnoRE CLOTHI1:~.-The clothes which t.he fishermcll wear Oll show are in no war peculiar.

The better classes in Gloucester live at home· 01' ill their llOarding·honscs j and arkr n~turIling

from It trip they cast aside their vessel clothing, and appear well dre&sed and wdl behuved'

44. FOOD ON THE VESSELS.

Mr. Osborne gives the following list 01 stores carried by a Grand Bank cod schooner with a

crew of twelve men setting out for a three months' cruise:
Beef. ... _.• __ •. _•• • " _. .• __ . barrels. _ 5 Coffeil ... . __ ._. . __ .•. ..•. pound"_' 1:',
Pork: .• _. ••... ' __ ' do.... 1 Condensed milk (cana) \l11zen.. <I

Pigs' knnekll.l6 _ , .. _._ ...••... do.... 1 Onions .. , ,. _ bn~heL_ 1
Butter " " pouuds_. 200 PotatOOli _do.... 10
Lilld ••• _ ' _ do __ -. 1[,0 Beans " _ balTd_ _ 1
Flour __ "" . .. __ .,barrel... 8 Dricc111pples __ ._", . . do •. _. 1
Rioo _"._ bu8Ilt'J.. J Dried 11811,8 llUliheL 1
Oatmeal do.... t EllSeueo of lemon (bottles) dozen._ 2
Indi= meal _ _•. pound•.. 20 Rlloisins lloxes._ -I
Hard-tack crMkcl'l! , - - . "." barrol.: ~ P0l'ller .....••••. ' p(muds.. 2
Cort<.sta.:rch •. •• ._. __ " __ ...... _papen_. 12 Salt .••.• _._._.. " __ " " __ '. ••.. •.•bags_. 3
SII,ICl'lltuS•••.•.. _._ .•• , ••••••. " •. ,,, ..•.•poonds.. [j Mru;tal'd ,_ pOUllds.. 2
Baklng powdllr (packages) c1ozeu-. 4 Clove<l , do.... 1
HOPIJ ' ...••.•• _ , polllld.. 1 Ginger _ ilo.... :.I-
lli'Own lIugar , •..• " •• _••••• .• . __ •.. pounds .. 350 ClUlIliA 0 •• • • ~. .. do _~.. 1

Mola.sBes _ barrel.. 1 Sage ,,_ _....••... box",~._ 4
Toa. _ _.. " poundll.. 00 Nutmegs ...••.. " " pound.. ~

In connection with his discussion of life on board the vessels, Mr. Osborne speaks of the manner
.in Which th&le articles are prepared for the table. He writes: "From a glance at Hle list of proYis·

ions it is evident that, in the hands of a good cook, there is no reaSOll why the crew should not be

provided with excellent fare. The table on board the vessel wal,; \'ery goocl indeed; HH' lack of

fresh provif.iioUB was felt, but the bread and the blltter, and, in fact, the fare generalis l was fal'
bettcr.'than that of the P1"Oviuciuls in t.uti ports where we landed. I was sarprised to fin,.] the

fuiliBTmOO living BO well, a.nd spoke of it, asking if it were generally so. In answer to this I was
,informed that on onr vessel living was not better than the average, and that tl1~ crews of many
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vffi8ell'l- fared far better, i>iure, fishing upon groundi3 d~ tf) tht> 8lJ(}l'f>i they hatl lljure frt'qUl.mt

dja.[J~e!l {If Qutai.uing freElh V1"QviS{'lJ:!s."
In f()rmCf ;rear.!l thibenm:ll did lIot faft I';tl wdl u.." at prlO"aeut. Capt. Gidoon Bowley, of Prov.

jneetowIl< lIlflJ~ }jis fust tsiiJ to tlt\'. Gra.nU Balik ahout Nil" ,yea-t'1828, ill the :,~llilOIlel' Plant, Up

gl"\'et>; the following a;~~"mt{}f the. p1",-,vi~klmlcarried by th~ vC&&.<l, l.1nd th(\ t'<IUtiU{; of llfl] Oil bQfHtl
wllile fil:lhing on the Ihwk: "The: sehMIJ/\Y Plaut W:i\!l a. ti>]}BaiJ Ild.loonc-r M 63 tom;. O. ~J., taHSill!;

eight men all<! a u{lJI!{lok. Th' pWWJsi"IJ1lf. fOl' thri!c womhs cO.llsisted ddetty of the f\)l1owhlg artj·

cle..": 1 harrul (If flour, 1 llilTl"d or beef, i I:m.t'!'d oflwrk, 20 hUBhe!t> of mpal, Hi llmslwls of 11<lhlto&>;

tW:1118 i drIed al)pl\~s, J llan',,1 (If ll.lola..>;e,,~ 1 Tnl.lTel of lllllJ, ::! em'dM l}f wool1 fur UIfC in the il:n'plU,fJl\

awl 4.0 barn'ls {If watt'" oometimes Hley earded nt' nour, RJJd tben the Jan1e!' was ulwl1ys 5up[lle­

mented I.W tW{' or t.IHB(~ b~nj:L", l,f HUll, 'J'he '{{.':Sl;e! lltld a hlrge open lltt,p!aP,i" in the fl)J'li'-cr.stk,

ill whicl1 over a· wood- nrc till' c~l;):kiltg Wlit; llnll('.

H Tu'? dailJ" ron tllt(' of mea.l'" wa~ -Rli folluws: llreak fRst at 7.30 1.t. ro., oooicli;,:tivg (If blXIWU bread,
fish chowlim~) ill1d tt>a and Cl)if'ill), lIwl'd_<:rwd wlUI lJ)l)]asl:Ies. V'nJi'tU t.blO"1'(l was lW fish the chowder wa"l

Mpla(wd tty ft di/lh called' l"1motheratiol1,' c<HllpOBilil-of pol3toesl1nd salt.~f. Djul'H-'s at 12_ We.llud

,'W-lU-<'Umel'l l';iIUJl, dther tml.Ue of "ali beef with riw it! it, 1*'fl.. &:mp iJf bean fiOUp. Nothing nutter
beaw.ll but boiled beaus. Brown br&udj lJoilro Dot.atOfr.8J boB6d beef tWlm, a· weekj \V-ed.neBrlaYl>

and Sundays (when there was ~.er mWIIgh). Wb<lu thN'e wail no fiJlh OIl thl) table tllcre. Waf> flowe·

Ihiug €1!l~, SLLi.Jh a" corned fr:;b lHld r,ot,atO€s> Of' fried iish, Supper at 6: browIlhread ~nd too fish

or wb.<ttevi.'.f l:\lsec wMlleft O\'l'1' fI\\U1 diant.:r,"
Capi;. OhMter :Marr giVl.'J'I the f<.dJowillg des(!l'tprtOll Qf tb('. faM on board the :fisbing vcsge,ls fif

Glouc-e"ter about th€l y~at' 1830; "'{'he Glout"{.'8u,r tlf;\l;:t numbered about My boats, most of them

•Cbehacc-o boot::-' or • dog-lIoJit,'B' au\l Vi ilkiM. Tlw Ina-nUl)l' of ]j \'jng f)J) Dooro at the ve88t~IH

WM nw;y I>impk,; tntl f(loo wail mo:>tly fish, lW meat- at. 11-111 ::l.nll no 80ft. bre4d i Uti butw.\' }tIll' sugnr,

11M kllifto or fork UIIkl;S we lmrnetl thmu ol"lr~·!vei>. Eallh :man hud a Imn and a. mug. \Ve hail

lJlack tea boil\'u ill all irou .kettlt. vVt:, had our fbotl in onr. tin pan, ;md Mch man had 1) SPOOlJ

and weld all ait'round and uat <JW" ,idu;4JS uut 01 it. We used to make Qur own mf\.tches Qut of

pJne wood and !lulplmr. I o;lwllllc,er forget tb~ firilt timti I went t •• the Bay {)f Sai.nt L,'lwrenCf':,

Aloor I Wf:ut Oil ward I asked the t\:hippel' llQ-w lung he had taken stores fl}!'; he -.'lnswel'(jd~ fOl'

abou.t four mouths... Whdll got a ('.han~ I went (lQwn into the hold w !W(', what fl-;, had l and t1:ll;;:

wa" what. I found; 2~ b;-urd8. {If molasse.'!, 1G barrel" l/f ttotd bread; i barrel (If !Salt becl', 9 ronf'l

M pork; ria') potllt(l('-&' l:t<~angl1)epperJ and cbO(ll)late. "

., This was fuT' fQUI' llHmtl.t~. 'We uM.d to biJf! our ehooolat~ with rioo, iu a wIt {If pudding. I

nflV8l' .I>.'iwa bit of 811gm' Oil ye8.'1l'\ll:> jm- ~<Nlt%-nothing bnt ml)I1l~. The WhD[ll outfit did Dot

OO$t $200. W (> livcd jJ~t 80 to b{)lli{~ as we did on ooard of tb~ vefi&elfll llrett.y mU0b."

The tillhenmJllof 10tmer day", employed, at; cook, 1t boy 6f from twelv(! to sixteen ;reats1 ",ha8e

pay WJl.i> almt>$t 1)l}thi1};;', Oil EluDl>&Ul. !i:;;hing vl;'iiliel8 th~ prMtic-c of hariug a bo;y fur I){jok i~ dtilJ

OUiv6rl'la1. TtlI:'> cook of Sew Englallil H*i8e]a Itt tIle Preflellt day, on the contrar:y, is o.oe of the

Dlm>t important m~Il <Ill board; witb th~ slnglu ('scoptioo of tbe ca.ptaill, h<:\ i6 tlm lJ6flt paid mau Qn

tho vl..\Ssel~ arlil ill vftell g-iv&tJ. It "w.~, n- th.at m<tk.~ his remnntmttioll: quit.£! eqnal to that of the ~kjp­

per, He is therefore llspcetoo to he a skillful cook and a gene,rally capa'ble and retia-No man. and
t{l. him i::l usmllls Intrusted the fQBpou&lble duty of naming the quantity of the provisions WIDen btj

wm.ch l:t~ l'iUleuts and takM liU hoard for ~tly gi~tn crui~.

All the mernbeM of a l'lC1Joom~I"8 eyew, from tbe captain to the .smallest, boy (if l.101)1 ooys «re

~tTi-ed), eat at the on" table-, :md fara pn'!cim1S a.1ike. Tho -cook &lmoe.t ahvAy& decid~ what be
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shan prepare for each meal, and if he be well qualified for biB work the diEhe<l are sufficiently
numerous and varied La suit any but the most fastilliows appetite.

Sll,lted or torned meats an1lJOW always carried, though mostYCs8e!S 011 leaYing" Jlort take more

01' less fresh meat., and some wllich aflJ ellgl1ged ill market flsllillg haye more fre8h llleat than any

other kind. Hard bread is r;1l'Hly 01' lHwer used, ex(~ept, to lllakt1 plld<lillgS, 'rile "soft taek"
made OJl tlll' fishing yesse},: often e{lua]s in excellence till' hest bn'ad that e<lIl be ol>taillc(l on !Shore.

UaUlH'U milk, eggc;, fruit, amI otller delicacies art' often carried.

There call he no question that fisilerlllcll, ordinarily, are proyided with llJuch hr;Her food tha,u

tho }I(,ople of tlw Io;ume claSH l'llgaged in shore pursuits, To the improvemeIl t ill the foou ll< per­

haplS dUtl the grl'atel' louge\-ityof the fishermeu, and the long period. during' whieh they ilia,)' be

adive]'y engaged ill a 8ea·Jarillg life. The changeH in the mallIwr of fitting out the fishing H:ssels

lmve been slow. It is said that the Marblehead allll Beverly fishcrIucn bl~gall thl' iUlion),

tions by carrying extra supplies of IU'ovi"iolls, the property of illdidduu'! llJellluers of the crew.

SometillH'1:) e\'ery Illall would havc his owu butter tub aud can of sugar on hoard. Glollooster haK

;tlWlL;Y8 taken the lead in imlJfov iug the food of its fhiherlllell, and, a" early as lK;O, "clSsds Wl'I't' fitted

out from that port in much the saHlI.' mantICr as at the prCflellt time. The introuuotioli of caIltH\tl pro·

vision" Im8 been of great irnportaIlCe to the fi8lJCrrncn, and, of' courRe, there iii dissatisfactioll at tht,

l'fulllge (llJ thl; part of man~' of the older melJ, ,vlll) think that their ~lIeeessorsare indulging' in need­

less luxury, and also OIl the part of some ofth" fitters UPOll whom f,lll" a portion of tllr' increase ill

the expense; such article;,; as milk and eggs are, however, paid fill' hy the erew. TheI',\ is, of

\~()urse, some foundation for the tCelillg that tIll' profit,s of the busin!:'",; ar;> uecreaf:l'li hy tid,; llJore

expensh"e st.yle of living, but it is also true, that, men of the better class wnuM not he willing t,o

OlulHnit to duo privations and hard fare endured by their predecessors,

The ",hl't'wdest fishery capitalistH haHl satisfied themse]ycs by experiment ~lJlll oh,;prvat iOIl

that it is to thtJir interest to pl'Oyjde tlwir Vl'sst~ls with good proViHiolJS and 11 good ('.ook, aud to

keep their vCi:!sels in the best of order gtmeraJ1;y, r;ince by these means thpy secul't~ I,;ood JIl(Ill,

who are eOlltented to remain in their service. Tho;;e fil'IHi'> ill Glance;,;t.er which Luye 1\0 reputatioll

liJI' liberality han.. no difficult,V" in tllwQl'ing- any men whom they Ular Ile~il'e to b:r\-'l' in thl'il' :-:Pl'\'ict~.

One of tho m08t strikiug ehangl's i.~ that ardent spirits are no longer I-;upplied al' a l)l\rt of tht·

outdt of tlw vessd. The histor;y and til ~niflcance of this ehangl' i:-: tli ,';cussed dSI'w here.

On 80we of the smaller veAsels of tile New England eoast. "nell as those em ploy co ill the slwl't·

tislleries of ,Maillc, and lIlany of tlw l:ostOIl market b0:1t8~ the Jan\ is probably lit.tle better t.han JJI

the olden times, Some of the vessels ur(\ correspondingly antiquated ill their J'iggillg ano outfit, a.nd

the lhlhermen retain many of thE" charaet.eristieH Wllil:L huve u(;('n referred to ill cOllllt'ctioll with thl'

oft:"hore fishermen of olden da:ys. The fishermen of Frallce 8till live in the old way. Our vessel"

on t,he Grand Banl-; are sometimes boarded by the crews of Ole FreIlcll IJulIkr\rs: wbo look UpOlI

them llJuch as the Lungry school boy looks upon the baker's shop. They eagerly ask for soft t)l'(clltl~

which they consider a luxury.
The Amcrican tllihermcn ulHloubtedly fare better than any other clas" ofsea·faring men, except,

perhapd, the officers of merchant vessels,

•
46. DISEASES AND LONGEVITY.

DISEASES OF FlSlIBRMEN,-The most common diseases among the fishermen of Gloucester are

consumptiOD
7

rheumatism, typhoid fever, and dyspcpsia; but the pure air which the men breathe

ltnd their active liVed save them from many of the ailments whiclJ are c,omlIlOll upon 81wre, Ab

~iR'bt naturally be expected from the exposure to which they are subjecte,d, consumption is t.he
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mrn>t llwvale,ut dio;;e,.,\Be, but "'luce theyafe well fed this diseaiM'. is much leSB common than would 00
sopposed. Au experienced pb;ysician of Gloucester says that consumpt.ion is especially ]lrevalent

llmong young' men under thirty·five ,years of age.
Colds arc somewhat prevallmt in severe weather, though many fishermen han, the idea that

if they go to sea with a cold it will disappear as /Soon as the:y get out of sight of land.

The occurrence of d:yspepsia is acconnted for, by one who knows, in the following manner:

"Fi!>hcrmell eat from three to five meals a day, aud mug up between meals whenever the.y can get

a cbance, and in rongh weather, when the.Yarc geLtiug no exercise, Hie)' frequently cat a hearty
meal and lie down immedjatel;y; this injudicious course results in many cases ill chronic incH·
gestion."

Rheumatism frelluentl~' results from exposure to cold and wet, and men who Ul'(l engaged in
packing fish in ice are especially liable to tlJi!> complaint•

.As is always the case on shipboard l thore is much inegularity, and bowel con1pla,ints are vcry
prevalent; and this also has its effect upon LllC health of the men. The dissipation into which
some of the crews lliunge when upon land has an injurious effect upon their cOllstitutions, and
breaks dowll many stron~ men.

Cases of nervous exhaustion are not at all uncommon, especially among skippers and fisher­
men who are l1mbitious for promotion or to become wcaltlJ~'. This is particularly observable in the
halibut fislJery, in which the skipper, wbile making pa&83ges to and from the fishing gronnds, is

constantly watchful and wakeful for many da~'s and nights, and sometimes does not remove hi!;
clothing for many da;ys. The immoderate use of tobac(jo is believcd l in some cases, to havtl aggra­

vated the effects of such over-exertion, Strong yonng men, in this way, break themselves down ill

the course of three or four years, so that they are obliged to turn their attention to less arduous
branches of the :fisheries. The custom prevalent among cod fishermen on George's of fishing night

and day in order to be "high line," or first ill success among their shipmates, is also wearing
in the extreme, and does not fail to tell upon the constitutions of those who practice it. The

exhausting character of the halibut fisheries, indeed of the winter fisheries generally, ma:\-, be
jUdged of from the fact that men over forty-five years of age rarely engage in them except as
masters of vessels, young bloo(l and strong limbs being neces8llJ';r; and those who have not succeeded
in attaining to the dignity of skipper before reaching that age, haviug become exhausted by the

arduousla.bors, !SOOk either WIDt,\ other branch of th~ flsheries ill which there is 1eaB hardship, or
some employment on shore.

MEDrcINEs.-.All the first·class Gloncester fishing vessels carry medicine chests, but the judi­
cious use and proper condition of these depend upon the s:l>:ipper, who usually administers any
remedies which may be needed. These medicine chests are fitted up by reliable druggists in

Gloucester, espeoially for the needs of the :fishermen, and are accompanied by a book of instruc­
tions, by the aid of which any intelligent man can prescribe for the-diseases to which fishermen

are liable. Aperients, cathartics, purgatives, salves, and liniments are the remedies most fre·
qnentl~· flaIled for. Next to those come expectorants and other cough medicines. The only surgi­

cal instrument which accompanies the outfit is the Ia.ncet.·

•
".A. typical medicine-chest Willi exhibit-ed in the American Motions at the Inte:rDllotional :Fishl.ll'Y Exhibitions of

Berlin ann London. It is iloscribflU in tho ca.talogllo Ili! follows:
F1BHll:ll.MJl.2S"'6 MEDIClNE-CllEBT.-Thi" chest ie till...:! and ready for UI!tl, The eonlents are: 1, imlphnr; 2, creaID

of tutar j :1, epsom salt;o; 4, arrow-root i 5, chamomile :6owel'; 6, flax_d; 7, t1ax.-seed meal; ~, bioarbonate ofsodaj
9, Turnor's cemte; 10, wercnrial ointment; 11. basilioou ointment; 12, simple ointment; 13, glycerine ointml!lltj 14.
extraot of panlgorio;, 15, extract of Vitriol; 16, landannmj 17, Fryar's balslltl1; HI, _lice of l'eppexreint; 19, spirits
gf :u.iter j 00, baJsam eopaitr. j 21, IRllphurio ether j 22, 8yrup of equil18; 23, _p lli:dm6llt i 24, spirite of laVeDdel'; i!l.
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MARINE HOSPITALs.-There is no proviaion for the reception of invalided :fishermen into
hospitals. VeslSels sailing under a fishing license pay no hO!lpital duea, and so far as we can learn

have no hospital privileges. In enrly colonial days New England fishing vessels wero obliged to
contribtlw to the support of tbo Greenwidl Ha~flitaJ ill RllgJand, but thi~ abuse WSIJ' remedied ill

1760 upon thc representations of Mr, Pairfax, collector of Salem.-

The hospital at Halifax, Nova Scutia, afi'onls a refug'c to our fishermen !:mch as they cannot
find in any of om OWl) ports.

DISEASES 01' WJIALBME'K AND SEALEllS.-SCIll";f appears to lw thc commonc8t disease amollg

tbe creWEl of wlmling vessels. TlJi8 is caused by au excess of salt in their food l and llsuallybegios
to 8how itself ahout six or eight months after HW"H'SSe! bas If'tl tlle llome port. '.rbe principal
f'ytnptOlnS of 8CUl'vy among the men l)eJonging to the Sontll S{~" whaling vessels is in the swelliug

up and 80ftenillg of the limbs of the sufferer, ThiOi disease affects the crews of wbalers in the
Arctic Seas in a very different way, Iht\ limb,;; oftllt'.l'ufi'erers turning black and sllriveling in Eolize.
Sourvy ofteu leaves sequel[\} whkh render the vietim" lame for life,

The venereal digea,se is [Jot Ul!l7sual (Hi whal(';1's for a ftlW months after a stay in port: This

cliseasc HI rarely met with ltruOll~ t.he crews of {,he fishing vessels,

Tho sealing erews frolll Stonington and :New LOTHlon t'ugaged ill the eapture of fur seals and

sea, elephants in the Aotarctic, about Capt' Horn, atltl in the SOllthertl I IHlian Occan, arc sUbjcct to
rliseuflc frow m:p<Jsure, an<ll worst of all, nwy are aflUcted. with SCll£'\'Y. .A \"ctcrao Male.!' telJ~ us

tha.t in ull his eXI":lrience he nen'r batl hi!;; crew snft·('.t' from 8curv;I, hccau:w he required them to
suhsist largely 011 seal m~~a t, whieh lll1 cOllsillel's a Sl1r~' preventive of that diseafle.

In ca.ses of sickncss on hOiJrll of 'Irlwling 'e/',M,Jo!l the ctlvtain 8wl mM{, lwvc ebargo of Hie sick.
Mediciue clu~sts are carried, usually larger than those on the Glouet"'l:;tcI' flshing '\'cssels, anll the
patients are prci:\cribl:'d for by the aid of an aecumpanyiu g book, wltieh cont{llIJS instructLOl18

RlJfti(\i~ntly explicit. to f'llilhlt\ any lIlan of intel1igeue(; tt) treat >;lw,h sll·knesst'S :11-1 onlJnarily aftlid,

men at, Rea.

LONG-EYITy,t-Ill former days, when the TlH1ekerei tishe.ry \vas enrried OIl by haudlining, it

wa:;; not infrequent for uoys to begin their fishillg lifc at ten or twrlyl:' years of llge, amI two or
llJree such were usually fO~IlL1 on every lllaeJ.:~T('l Y'~S'fld; hut. at pre"ellt. boys lire raH'l;r t>hipped
until they have attained to manly stature mal the age of fif/eml or sixtPt'll. A Rmart young JUall

of American parentag~ is lilwl:. to IUf\"e won hiR position al'! mastcr llC~ron' lie if; tW(,Tlt~"·fl\·e years

ApiJ'it~ of c:uuplwt'; 26, ~pi1'EtS of hJ1rl~horn; 21, tineUHb of d\ll!.HlrIJ; :!fI, ti"durCl of bm'k; :!9, ",imH'!' :mthllouy; :,0,
mercllrillOl !lOlut,ioll; :\1, murEILtic tinctore of iroll ; ;J2, S,'.idli!.l, mix(.llfn; :1:1. eJ1st01:-Uj[ ; :14, purg-ing-l'ir8; :-l:i, p:lllll arabic;
:16, blue pill~; :;7, opium pil18; :J~, (lwer pow(]er~; 38, cal"mel atal jalap; ·10, DO"cr'~ IH>\yunH; 41, fJllininc ; 42, ipoc.ao;
43, flalomtJl; 4,1, tincture ()f myrtb i 4", rllllbllrh; 4(;, lJHI~U""ia; ·17, Perllyiall Lnrk; 41', 11lrUlr emdi,,; 4!l, l,,)wflcI"'d
cu!J.to,bs; ,)(1, uin'a,!(, of llOta~ll; [)1, Bugar of lea.,l ; ;'2, whit,~ vitriol; f-1, bIn" vitriol; 54, tllt'taric acid; 55, ....'d precipi.
taro; W, "hun; 57, gnm e8wl'hm'; 5,'1, !(>(!jdo of {W'li Illlfl; 59, lUlW r caustic; 62, lnned; W, I<p-ingc; [,4, I1w Mnriner',.
Medical Guide. GlO!1CeBter, MUllS" 1~'1t).

• Sovemher 7, 17;~1.-A }cttpr Jrom JIlt' Gl'ncrn.l COnrt t<', their agent., }'rancis Wilke!!; in London, cont.'lilla thiR
past>agll: "Eyer aioee th,; tax UpOIl 6elHIlCn (':,lIeu tlw Rikpl'nn~' duty for Grccnwicll Hospital 11118 Iw{'n required bC~'3

there ha.s been Bome nneasine6s, but of late it hu.s iueW·Med. ""'r~' much npon th e .lcmand of it froll) lhhi ng vCll>;"l"

that ge nllt a lishing and many times return at night" lu"l lUwer go t,o Il.lJ.V other P('rt, but feturn into tho harbors of
Marblehead, Salem, Gloncegte.." &C. Shortly llCfore thiB time, William Fairf"fLX, collector of Salem, Sllmlnf)lled 80me
of onr fishermen for lwo-compliance with the custom, Snits IIgllihst them were ab1L1cd ill our courts. Mr. Fairfax
sent a representation of tbe rna,Her to the Briti~h authoritks. No' furl·her demlmd of lob" ldml wus made for til<'
h06pital mm:IOY to 1760l aa & IWstoll GAzette of that yeaf c"rtific~. FeW~ ..Al1llaJII of &.!pm, vol. ii, 2(1 ed., IJ. 217.

t Mr. Willill,Dl Abbott, of Ro~kport, 'MllSl$., \14 ~·earB old, is veryactivt:l and lImart. He frequentJy goes out in 1h
dory Bahing, and intlt the woods ntlllrly eve:ty dllY to bring out bill burom of fue.wood.-Cape Ann Advertiser, AP~ll
15, 1881.

CIlPt. John Paint.' Havender, of ProVUHleto\\,n, hall nu,de fifty·eight v03'ligea to th~ Grand B:lnk.-Qloueeswr
Telegraph, April 16, l870.
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old, and in SOIllP instances by the time he iR eighteen years of age. A rean who halS not become a
skipper by the time he is forty. five years old is usually thrown out of the more arduous fisheries and

seeks emlJloJmentin those Tt'qnirhlg le"s exposure and fatigue. SkiPIJeTS, especially those engaged
in th{\ maek£~rel and summer·market fisheries, often retain their positions until thf'Y baVH attained a

ripe old agf': Capt. Chester lIIarr, for instanct\, over iKn-ent:r years of age, and a great-gram:1fa:ther,
1,'1 !':till actin\l~' engaged in the summer ftslleries, and Capt. King Han1ing, of Swampscott, who is

nne of the most successfll.l masters in thc well-known Swampscott market fleet, still holdlS hi!': promi­

lIent positiOll. It very frequently occurs, however, that a skipper after reaching middle age engages
in 60mC'fIJOre lucrative employment on shore. If he hasoeen sufficiently fortunate in his career
as a fisherman to have laid up the necessary 11mount of capital he may become a ~essel-fttter;

otherwise he is likely to take some responsihle poi'litioll Oil shore in connection with the curing or
paeking of fish. It is estimated that Dot oyer 12 per ceat. of the skippers of the Gloucester fleet

are OYl\r fifty years of age. This is rather fill exceptional caae, for the fisheries of GI()ucester
are more arduous than those of other places. At ProvincetOWll and 80me other ports there is
a much larger percentage of elderly men in command of the vessels and among the crows, In
talking with several eldt~rly fishing captains of Provincetown we have gained the impression that

the career of activity and n:'!cfulness is much longer now among fishermen than it wa.s at the

begin ning of the presen t centur,y. The Pronnootown fisheries are not especially laborious or peril­
ous, yet we are told tha t fift~, years ago a mall fort,','· fi \'e years old wa.s considered aged and only fit to
sit around Oil shore and chop kimlling wood and perform other hClRsehold tasks, while now a man

of fort,Y·five is regarded a.s in his prime. This, of courlSe, way readily be ~connted for b;r the differ­

ence in the character of the accommodations OIl shipboard and the better quality of the food which
i!3. now lINvilled-.- As l'('gards th(' actual longevity of men who have elJogaged for the whole or part

of their liveR in the fisheries it ilS probably not less than that of men engaged in any otber outdoor
pursuits. III Gloucester one JIluy find dozens of hearty old men who have spent thirty or forty Jears
at sea., and gi.milar in6tall\Wtl may he foullIl among the. whaling captains of New Bedi"Qrd o,nd Pro'l."­

incetown; and especially is thil'l true ill the case of the retired fishing captains of Maine, of wbom it

is (l common saying among their associates that ., they never die until some one kills them." Even
ill N:mtuclwt may sti11 he found many veterans of the wha1c fishery so Dlany yeara ago discontinued.

Of cour~e, in considering thes(l fact-Il, we m:tst bear in mind that the g~neral average of longe,ity
bail much decreased in consequence of so many :fishermen having lost their lives by aooident in the

period of their greatest vigor and llea1th.

46. THE FINAllCIAL PROPITS.

DIVISION OF PRoFITs,-In anotlwr section the manner in which the fishing vessels are fitted

out is discussed, and the busilless arrangement or "lay" according to which the expenses of the

<mHit av\,· 11i,'ill\,fl and the pr~8of the years work db,tribnyed. Here it is onlyn~ to
"pl·ltk of till' IllUllIlt'l' in which the fishermen are affected by these various business arrangements

and of their pen'lOual relations to the fishery capitalist,

Tb£' nwrl'l extenai....e alld more profitable the f.81~ery, the more n~sa.ry and natural is the

lli\"i~ioll of the IWfsons engaged in carr.ving them on into two clssses-.the capitalists Ilnd the

fillhermelJ.

~ In 111(> opinion of C!ipt. Gideon Bowley, "r Provinoot<lwn, In bis youth men got. nuaerviceable for IlEtlloaft,et-tnllY
l!tlL j,l forty-five years, ami were thol'lgh told mrll. A mlLn after forty-five eould not get a berth on DIIollk ve8Ilels. Noll'
bl.~~- ):(1) UJ' to sixty_ After faTty-five he atald at llome, made fish and tended lobster pots, Capt_ Bowley &ttrlbol:ell
111 i~ partly to tile llH6 of liquor. He has been on the Grand Bank wboo the vesnlollorried two bane18 Qflledf'or<l 'ruItk
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Prior t.o 1840 almost all the fishing vessels of New England were owned in large part by the
lhlhermen theJr8e~veB. In 1850, in the larger port,s, like Gloucester, Portland, and Provincetown,

the control of the vessels passed to a great extent illtn the haIlds of t:apitalists, or owners, as
they are called. In the smaller ports, iDcluding most of thol\f' OIl the eO:lst of l\.faine and Connecti·
cut, the flsbing vessels are still owned almost entirely by the fishermen themselves. In the whal·
ing fLe..t the change has not been so radical. As might be supposed, tbis fishery bas almost

always been under the control of capitalists. The outlay for boilding :lnll provisioning vessels 80

large and so long absent from port is ordinarily b(\vond tb e meani1 of men ",' ho are willing to underg< \
the hardships of the fishery.

At present" the majority of the ve88els engaged in the Grand Bank cod fishery, hll.iling from

Provineetown, Plymouth, Beverly, alld the ports of Maine, as well as many of those from Glouces­
ter, are manned chiefly by fishermen who are hirt>,d by the trip or paid monthly wfLges. In all the

other fisheries the crew, as a rule, "go upon shares/' receiving at the end of the season (but in

Oloucf'steJ', and occasionally in oilier portl'l, ll,t the end of ilio trip) a specified proportion of thp

proceeds from the sale of the 'Vessel's catch.

The universal adoption of this practice in Gloucester has had the effect of drawing from other

ports many of the most capable of their fishermen. These men prefer to r~alize at once the amonnt

whieh they have earned rather than to wait until the end of the ~eason, becoming indebted to thf\

capitalists for the supplies needed by themselves and families, thus placing tllemsel"es somewhat
at the mercy of the~e men if t:.hey (',hoose to be exacting. Thi@ is e~l)eciall'y the case with the

younger m{'n, who want thmr ruone~' as fast as theJ' earn it.
FISHERMEN'S EARNINGS.-Thl' ;;tatistic8 of the Gloucester fisheries for 1879 show that the

averuge earnings of eacl} fisherman amounted to $175. This amount., however, is below the aver­
•age annual earnings, and does Dot gil-e a fair iuea {if the Rmount that can be earned by a man in

a year, or of the amount that is ordinarily earned by a successful .t1f;herman.

In the" Fisherman's Memorial and Uecord Book" may be found the l'{'{;ord of a large numbet
of "big trips" in t.he Gcorge''l mackerel and haddock fisheries. In many im:tallces the share of

each member of the crew is mentioned. In the Grand Bank halibut fishery for salt fish, in one
inFltance, the vessel was absent twelve weeks, and the crew sLared '286 each. In anolhflr, afu,r
fiv(\ months' absenoo, (l32G; in another, after fourteen weeks, $257 each.

Allusion is a.lso made to 1I big trips" in tbefresh-halibut fishery on the Banks. In one instance

the "high line," or most successful of the crew, realized $1,300 fiS bis share of the year's stock; in
a,notber each of the crew shared *858. On a single trip in 1871 the crew p,bared $213 each, being
absent five weeks, and on another, occupying nine weeks, $3&1. In another instance, OIl a trip of

tbirty·fonr days, $236; in another of twenty dayA, in71; ill another of four weeks, $161.
The largest amount made by one ma.n Oil a George's trip is recorded at $243. These trips

oocupy from two to three weeks. Other instanres are given where tbese trips yielded $125 to

$160. The largest season's share mentioned was in 1865, when the "high line" made in the year

$1,105, and the cook *J,402.
Much larger average shares hQve belln made by suceesflful mackerel Ulf'll. Several instaucR"

are mentioned in which the" high-liner's" share ranged from $260 to $.''i75 for a summer's work.
tn the haddock fishery, occupying four or five months of the winter S('fI,80n, instanceFl are men·

tioned where the crew shared from $377 to $560 eacb.
It should be stated that in all of these instances the profitA of the skipper of the vesBel, inolud·

iug Cll.ptain's commi8~ion, are uFluall,V dOllhle the ;;llllre of flll.' lllf·mb(·f of the ne'L
It will be soon, al80, that men engaging in Rummer in tbe mltckerel tisher,Y. l\nd in winter

:_~... .
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in the haddock fishery, have an opportnnity of making a yearly profit considerably larger than

those mentioned.
The various cas(\s jUflt cited are, however, extraordinary ones, :md tbe fishermen were re­

gardf'd as ulltumally fort.unate. A capable fil;hcrman, wit.h onliuaf,'i I';UCCeSIi, i:ugaging in fishing
at. all seaSOlIS of the year, Rllonld make fLt least from $300 to $50U. It is probable that tlle fisher·

TIlen of thoR" 5ew EngluJl(l port>; wbidl do not engage in the winter fisheries do not, as a rule, make

more than half as much.

'1'lH1 profitR of the labors of the shore or boat fiRherman are generally much leRs. In the

winter ,,110ft> tbLerips of I'rovineetowll, in some seasons, the fishermen payout more for bait than

t}w ft,1l wlrich they catel.t arc worth. The price of cJam bait at tbat port is $(i per barrel, and,

;-iill(~f'· a hand will last n dOfy onl.y two (lays it is m-ident that their fishing lUust be lmifOl'Jtlly sue·

t'('f;"flll to iJl!im"p them till' f\ligbte8t. profit..

CnEIJIT SYSTE:M.-II.l mallS fishing- ports the fishermen lJeeome largely in debt to the men WJIO

Hll]lpl.r Hwm with boats, alltl pruviHiuns l.lE'eded by tlldr fawilies ",hill, the.y are lll'ihillg, and the~'

are oftell obliged to labor [UH!<'r cunsiderahle diFad vall t.ag-es. There is Jittle evidellt'f', however,

that tIle capitalists are to ultlme for this, since th('y are (jni t" ;1il deI)('IH!ent upon tlle vicis;,itntlt's of

tit" jif;lwrie:-l til; the mOIl to whom they sUJlply tb(\ llleallf; of ·c<trryil.lg Oil the aetnal worl;;.

;\1 ARllLEIlKAn FISllRRI\1E]';" ill IH:l4.-Tbe financial condition or" the fililwrmen of Marblehead

i 11 1S:q WfW tlt'f'crilwd by a eOlT6'lllOIl,len t of tho Marhldwtl (I C azetfe, as follows:

"1 !'!'()tllis('ll to lay h,'fore your readers the rel\f;OIlS WllY Ihdlerml"ll of thil'l to\nl Ure unahle 10

g;;lin IlJOTe tlnm a baw filtufiistellce by means of their laboriuus and d;wgr.l'ons octllpatioll. MallY

of the yonng fis!lernJCll an' addicted to gamhling and other bad habi t!4 "'bich reduee tbrir circnrn­

"tane'·s. Not so ~ith the older olles; they arc an illd u!4trious and p er~eYeTiDg class of IIlen who
(;1Hl!'anH', b~' tlll tile me;lllS in their 1)ower, to gain a livelihood and be independent. These m~n

haq, llially ohstades to COil !'cwl ag'ainst liesidt,s those common to us all; they have to contend

llfi-\ill"t 1Ill' "'Ill'enla torl'l 011 fish; tll('se men often g<'t, the. fish for onc-third part less t.1Jan they are

wlll"th, on aee'!ullt of tllt·it" eOlilbillillg" t·heIlll'lfll ves atHI friglltrning Bomc one of thft shorel'lmell with a

:-;10]".\" J"('-"ppdi ug tlIe low price fish will shortJ,Y stand at i or perhap8 the sharesman iA int.t',restetl, and

(~i\ll mal;e lll(}l'l~ 1ll00Wy hy selling' p;trt of the fish ill bis pORsession, thereb.r setting a standard price

for otheri', to ,wll at, and shortly after purchasing directly or indirectly the remainder and then

SIH'(:Ulatillg' UpOll it. They also have to contend against enormous prices le.ied upon stores and

provi,:;iollS of a.ll Idlllls for themseh'es while at seu, and their families at home. These, sir, arc the

e:lUSI'S why the ti,:;herm('ll of Marblehrad arc always poor. It is easily seen Umt if the speculator

j", slwcc",,,ful ill el'ltahli,;hiug hii:l prier that the fishermen will fare but poorly, as tbe Kper~ulatOL' will

lWl: bl' c(jllteutt'd '\ith a small profit if Iw can have. a larger on". I therefore advise tbe fishermen

of this and all (Ifher towns to form soeicties for the }lurpos!l of protecting themselves. It is not

a hard matter for them to gain the ascenrlency, if they keep a. bright eye to Windward, anti do liot

trust .\, H, awl C will! tlw managemeJlt of their affaifR."




