THE FISHERMEN OF THE UNITED STATES.

A —NATIONALITY AND GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS.
1. GENERAL REVIEW.

Tu 1850 there were 101,684 professional fishermen in the United States. In addition to the
professional fishermen there is a large class of men who have beeun called < semi.professional fisher-
men,” including the men who derive from the fisheries less than half of their entive income.

In the class of shoresmen may be placed (1) the curers and packers of fish; {2) the vessel
owners apd fitters who furnish supplies and apparatus for the use of the active fishermen; (3) the
shopkeepers from whom they purchase provisions and elothing; (4) the skilled laborers whoe manu-
factare for them articles of apparel and shelter ; (5) the manofacturers of boxzes, barrels, refrigera-
tors, and other appliances nsed in packing and preserving the catch; (6) the vessel and boat build-
ers and artisans who keep the fleet in repair; and (7) the fish dealers and market men. Taking
into account all those persons who are directly empleyed in the fisheries for a greater or lesg portion
of the year, those who are dependent upon the fishermen in a commereial way for support, and the
members of their families whe deperd on their labors, it cannot be extravagunt to estimate {he
total nnmber of persons dependent upon the fisheries of this country at from 860,000 fo 1,060,600,

The total value of the fisheries of the United States to the producers in 1880 was $14,546,055,
and a fair estimate of the wholesale market value of the products would inerease the amount to
nearly $90,000,000, :

Of the twenty-nine States and Territories whose citizens are engaged in the fisbery industry,
sixteen have more than a thousand professional fishermen each. The most important of these
is Massachuseits, with 17,1056 men; second stands Maine, with $,110; unless, indeed, the 16,000
oystermen of Virginia and the 15,000 of Maryland are allowed to swell the totals for those States.
Maine, however, stands second so far as the ocean fisheries proper are concerned.

In geographical areas the Southern Atlantic States rank first in the nnmber of fishermen, with
38,774 men ; followed by the New England States, with 29,538; the Middle States, exclusive of
the Great Lakes, with 12,584 ; the Pacific States and Territories, 11,613; the Great Lakes, 4,403;
and the Gulf States, 4,382,

The number of professional fishermen in each State and Territory is as follows:

! SBtate or Terrltery | Nomber, | Btate or Tevritory. i Number. ll Btafe or Topritory. : Namber. i

{ Alabama. ... ... 545 || Madne ..oovvoaoeiineaian.! L VLI T s
ALBEA .vseeines e e 6,000 [} Marsland ..ooee-ooovenioeecl 16,873 || Oregom o e 2,185
D Californta.......... o cene.. 2,080 || Mosazchasobts .o ooriereeos | 17,305 | Peunsylvania ..o 511
}Connecticut_...“..,““.., o 585 || Mickigan . _....... U : 1,000 | Ruode Ialand .. .. .....-.. 1,002
| DelaWare voceeeeiiveiian. 1,662 | Minnesota ......-. R 30 || Senih Cnrollor .. .....ovee. ' 654
Floxdds o, ovoeevennreinaes 2,284 || Missiamippl ..o....- IO I00 | Toxas. covnimnmucacnnce e 451
P P 803 || New Hampebire ... _....! 358§ Virgints oo 18, 051
TLinoke . .o s 265 || New Jeraey.......- e i 5,059 || Washington Terrltory ...-.. 720

INAIBRE ... enenn 45 | Now Tork.coerovnimeend 5,890 [| Wisoomsln oy T80 |
| Lontgsun, .oeeeeeeeeeeee 1300 NoﬂthmIinu.,...._-...-.i’ 4,729 Total oonnesooveeeeees| 107,088

]
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The majority of our fishermen are native born citizens of the United States, althongh in certain
localities there are extensive communities of foreigners, clinging to the traditions of their father-
lands, and conspicuous in the regions where they dwell by reason of their peculiar customs and
pbysiognomies. Most numerous of these are the natives of the British Provinces, of whom ilere
are at least 4,000 employed in the fisheries of Now England, Gloacester reporting 1,600, Trovince-
town 800, New Bedford 800, and smaller numbers in other minor perts of this region.

There are probably not less than 2,000 Portuguese, chiefly natives of the Azores and the Cape
de Verde Islands. In the New Bedford whaling fleet there are aboat 800 of these men; at Prov-
incetown 400, mapy of them on the whaling vessels; in Gloucester 250, and on the coast of Cali-
fornia, 200. Most of the Portugnese have brought their families with them and bave built up
extensive communities in the towns whence they sail upon their fishing voyages.

There are also abont 1,000 Seandinavians, 1,000 or more of Irish and English birth, a considerable
number of French, Italian, Austrians, Minorcans, Sclavs, (ireeks, Spaniards, and Germans. Inthe
whaling fleet may be fonnd Lascars, Malays, and a larger number of Kanakas, or natives of the
various South Sea Istands. In the whale fishery of Southern Xew Englind a considerable number
of men of partial Indian descent may be fornd, and in the fisheries of the Great Lalkes, especially
those of Lake Superior and the vicinity of Mackinaw, Indians and Indian halfDreeds are employed.

The salmon and other fisheries of Puget Sonnd are prosecuted chiefly by the aid of Indian
fishermen. In Alaska, where the population depends almost eatirely npon the fisheries for sup-
port, the head of every family is a professional fisherman, Though vpon a very low estimate one-
fourth: of the inhabitants of Alaska shenld be considered as fishermen, few of them catch fish for
the use of others than their own immediate dependents,

Ounly one Chinaman has as yet eurolled himself among the fishermen of the Atlantic coast,
but in California and Uregon there are about 4,000 of these men, all of whom, excepting about 300,
are employed as factory hands in the salmon canneries of the Sacramento and Columbia basins.
The 300 who have the right to be clasged amony the actnal fishermen live, for the most part, in |
Calitornia, and the product of their industry is, 10 a very great extent, exported to China, although
they supply the local demands of their countrymen resident on tle Pacific coast.

Tle negro element in the fishing population is somewhat extensive, We have no means of
a- certaining how many of this 1ace are included among the native-born Americans returned by the
census reporters,  The shad fisheries of the South are prosecuted chicfly by the use of negro muscle,
aud probably not less than 4,000 or 5,000 of these men arc erployed during the shad and herring
scason in setting and hauling the seines. The only locality where negroes participate to a large
extent in the shiore fisheries is Key West, Fla., where the natives of the Bahamas, both negro and
white, are considered among the most skillful of the sponge and market fishermen, Negroes aro
rarely fonud, however, upon the sea-going fishing vessels of the North. There is not a single negro
amoug the 5,000 fishermen of Gloucester, Mass.,, and their absence from the fishing vessels of
other New England ports is none the less noteworthy. There is, however, a considerable sprink-
ling of negroea among the crews of the whaling vessels of Provincetown and Now Bedford. New
Bedford alone reports over two handred pegroes: these men are, for the most part, natives of
Jamaica, St. Croix, and other of the West India islands, and also of the Cape de Verde Islands,
where American whaling vessels engaging in the Atlantic fishery are acecustomed to make harbor
for recroiting and enroiling their crews.

As a connterpart to the solitary Chinaman engaged iz the Atlantic fisheries, we hearof a
solitary negro on the Pacifie coast, a lone fisherman, who sits on the wharf at New Tacoms,
‘Waskington Territory, and fishes to supply the local market.
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The number of foreign fisbermen in the United States, excluding the 5,000 negroes and the
8,000 Indians and Eskimos, who are considered to e native-born citiscns, probably does mot
exceed 10 to 12 per cent. of the total number,

Az is shown by the figures given above, considerably more than one-half of the fishing popu-
lation of the United Btates, excluding the oystermen of Virginia and Maryland, belongs to the
Atlantic coast north of the Capes of Delaware. Of this number, at least four-fifihs, or 46,000, are
of English descent. They are by far the most interesting of our fishermen, sinee to their numbers
belong the 20,000 or more men who may properly be desig nated the “sailor fishermen® of the
United States, the crews of the trim and beautiful vessels of the sea-going fishingfleet, which
shonld be the chief pride of the American marive, and which is of such importance to eur country
as a training school for mariners, and as & medium through which one of the most valuable food
resources of the continent is made available,

The fishing population of Maine, Massachusetts, and Counnecticnt is composed, for the most
pari, especially in the country districts, of native-born Americans. In the large fishing poris
there is, however, an extensive admixtare of foreigners, among whom the natives of the Britich
Provinees, chiefly Nova Beotians and Newfoundlanders, are largely in the majority. The Beverly
bavkers are manned to a large extent by Nova Scotians, who are shipped at the Leginning of the
snominer by the vessels which proceed for that purpose to the seaport towns of that Provinee. The
Plymouth fleet, before 1861, was manned almost wholly by Americans, then for some years chiefly
by Nova Scotians, now almost entire]ly by Americans. Part of the erews and several of the eaptains
of the Bucksport fishing vessels are Provincials, and there is a limited number of these men, prin-
cipally from New Brunswick, engaged in the shore and vessel figsheries of Eastport. In addition
to thefe, there are many Provineial fishermen at different points along the coast of Maine.

Gloucester has 140 men of British birth, a large proportion of whom are Irish, while the Boston
market fleet is manned principally by T¥ishmen.

Gloncester has nearly 400 Scandinavians amouy its fishermen and about 70 Frenchmen., The
New Bedford whaling fleet, with its motley gathering of sailors from every port of the world, has
individuals of nearly every race. In 1880 the crews of this fleet were composed as follows: 900
Americans; 800 Portugnese; 250 English and Irish; 200 British-Provineinls; 200 Germans; 200
Bouth Sea Islanders or Kanakas; 200 Negroes; 50 French, and 50 Swedes.

In general traits of character fishermen eannot be distinguished from the population on shore,
In some special branches of the fisheries, as the boat fisheries of Maine, the men live a compara-
tively secluded life, and acquire, after many years, a bearing and physiognomy peculiar to them-
selves, -

The enterprise of New England fishermen is weil known. They are not eounservative, bat
eager to adopt inventions and discoveries that may promise to benefit them iu tbeir work. This
tratt is manifest in the readiness with which they bave adopted “{he purse-seines in place of the
kook and line in the eapture of mackerel; and, again, in their readiness to experiment with and
then to adopt gill-nets in the shore fisheries for the capturq of cod,

They are a hardy and daring race of men, particularly in Xew England, Their powers of
endurance and their skill are noteworthy, The bighest type of seamanship is attained among
American fishermen. The whalemen of Nantucket and New Bedford have pursued their prey in
all oteans, and have ad(léd greatly to the geographical knowledge of the world.

In general education the inhabitants of the fishing towns of New En gland are among the most
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intelligent. The Plymouth colonists, soon after their arrival, set apart by law a portion of the
revenune arising from the sale of fishing licenses for the support of public schools.

The schools of New England fishing towns are attended by the boys nntil they are old enough
to go to sea, and by the girls until they are of a marriageable dge. It is gunite nsnal for boys to
engage in fishing in summer and go to school in the winter; some do this until they have arrived
af the age of manhood. The girls are generally better educated than the boys, and the intelli-
gence and refinement of the women of the fishing towns seem to a stranger quite noteworthy.
The excellent education of wives and mothers of the fishermen cannot he without important effects
upon the intellizence of the class, _

The people of most of the fishing villages, from the Bay of Fandy to New York, are generally
as intelligent and refinped as in the average agricultural and manunfacturing communities of the
adjoining interior,

The fishermen of the Southern States are not remarkable for their intelligence; in fact, the
thousands of oyster dredgers of ihe Chesapeake Bay are by reputation a degraded class. Their
very lawlessness is supposed to recommend them to the service. The oyster-tongers in the same
region are of a bigher class, yet indolent and improvident. By law of the State of Maryland the
revenne from the sale of oyster-tonging licenses, amnounting annually to about $20,000, is given to
the public school commiasioners, who apply it to the support of schools, license-money from colored
oystermen being for the support of eolored schools, and from white oystermen for white schools.

TRAITS AND CUSTOMS OF NEW ENGLAND FISHERMEN.—The system of discipline npon a New
England fishing schooner is such that it requires extracrdinary tact and judgment on the part of
the commanding officer. The captaiu or skipper is the sele officer, and, except when he has some
vrder to give in relation to sailing the vessel or catching fish, he has no special authority over the
crew, and the respect with which be is treated by the men is ounly that which his personal char-
acter obtains for him. This system of officering the vesfels is attended by many serious disad-
vantages, and it would be a great benefit to our fisheries if the crews could be organized more in
accordance with the usage of the merchant marine,

The peculiar dialeet of the fisbermen affords opportunity for studies of great interest. Of
course their langnage is not {ree from a considerable amount of slang and technical phrases pecu-
liar to their profession. Many of their words were bronght to this country by their ancestors two
hundred years ago, and, althongh at that {ime common throughout England, have now become
obsolete or are regarded as provipeialisms. On many parts of the coast a very pnre idiomatic
English is spoken. The peculiar words which one constantly hears add force and interest to their
conversations.

Altlough the sailor fishermen of New England are not as o class religious, in most of the smaller
fishing towns & high tone of morality prevails. Profane language is almost universally prevalent,
but in other respects moralists’would in general find little to criticise. In very many places the
skipper of a vessel loses caste if it is kuowan that he allows his crew to fish on Sunday, and for
two consecutive years the Menhaden 0il and Guano Association have passed resotutions forbidding
their employés to fish upon the Sabbath. In the early part of the present century a barrel of ram
was an indispensable article in the oatfit of & fishing vessel; at present it is extremely rare for
ardent spirits of any kind to be found on board of the vessels, and popular sentiment is greatly
against its use. Most of the fishing ports along the eoast have prohibitery laws, which are rigidly
enforced. E

Bearing in mind the difcnlties met by fishermen in obtaining supplies of reading matter, the
quantity and quality of their literature is somewhat remarkable. Hundreds of copies of such
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papers ag the New York Weekly, Baturday Night, Fireside Companion, Xew York Ledger, Harper's
Weekly, and Frank Leslie's Illnstrated Newspaper are bought weekly by the fishermen of Glonees.
ter. On their vessels a number of volumes may always be found ; Dickens, Shakespeare, Byron,
and Abbott’s Life of Napoleon being among the most popular works,

The food of the New England fishermen is usnally of an exeellent quality, and to this improve
ment during the past quarter of a century may be attributed tle increase in the longevity and
period of active service among these men; fhis is 80 noteworthy as to attract the atteniion of all
observers. The cook is often better paid than the captain, and is, in fact, the most important
member of the crew,

Diseases are comparatively rare, the most prevalent being dyspepsia and rheumatism. In the
larger ports, where there is much eompetition, cases of nervous exhanstion are by no means infre-
quent among the skippers and the most ambitions fishermen. Vessels carry a plentiful supply of
medicines, and sowe of the skippers are quite expert in the application of certain simple remedies.

Ports which, like Gloucester, engage in the winter fisheries, have their fishing popalation
decimated every year or two by severe disasters, bnt the fishermen do not feel any hesitation in
going to sea, never admitting that the disasters which have befallen their comrades con affect
themselves.

To describe the rontine of life on board of a fishing vessel woald be interesting, since it is
very unlike that of otber men, even muriners of other classes. Three months or more spent on &
vessel anchored in its solitary berth on the banks, hnndreds of miles from the land, is an experi-
enee whiel necessarily develops many peculiar habits among those who follow such 4 life.  From
daybreak until dark they ply their lines from the deck or from little boats, and half of the night
is often devoted to preserving the fish which have been caught during the day. Storms are eon.
stantly occurring, and the dangers to which these men are éxposed are numerols and scvere.

A system of mntual insurance, or rather provision for the welfare of their families, is practiced
by the fishermen of Gloncester by which a certain percentage of each man’s earnings is set aside,
to ba applied for the henefit of the wives and children of those who have been lost at sea. The
financial profits of the fishermen are extremely uncertain. A common fisherman may make #1,000
a year or may find himself at the end of twelve months deeply in debt for the snpplies which have
been advanced to bis family by the shopkeepers during his absence. In 1859 the average yield to
the fishermen of Marblchead was $50 each, and in other years the profits have been even less. In
some rare instances (loucester skippers, who were owners of vessels, have made $10,000 to 15,000
a year. -

One of 1he most interesting topics developed by the study of fishermen is that of their super-
stitions. The most common of these is that relating to “ Jonahs.” Certain articles of apparel, such
a8 a black traveling-bag or a pair of blue mittens or stockings are thought to be sire to bring ill
luek, Some fishermen think it *a Jonah” to leave a bucket half full of water on deck, to drive a
nail on Sunday, to keep the deck clean, or to break a looking-glass. Superstitious nsages are very
little prevalent; the practice of wearing earrings, 80 common ‘amony other mariners and believed
to be Leneflcial to the sight, is rarely met with.

Uertain curions customs might be referred to, but these are usually carried ont in a Jjoking
manner. The fisherman wlio nails a horseshoe oo the end of his bowsprit bas usually no more
faith in its supernatural power than the young iady who hangs it over the door of her parlor,
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2. THE BHGRE FISHERMEN OF MAINE,

GENERAL cuanacTiRlsrics.—The men who are engaged in the shore fisheries of Maiuve
are almoest whelly of American birth., The majority of thew have been brought up from their boy-
hood to a life on the water.  Beeaose of the deeline of the coasting busincss in which their fathers,
to a great extent, were cmployed before thews, many of them have engaged in this particular
brancl of the fisheries as the only opportunity lelt then of making a living from the products of
the sea.,

HARDILOOD. ~~Jadging from the exposnre {6 which tlese fishermen are frequently subjeeted,
and the absence of il effects npon their health by reason of sueh exposmres, it may safely be said
that they are n hardy class of men; perbaps not as daring and vigorous, however, as are the men
engaged in deep sea fishing and who are oficn absent from shore for weeks and months together.
The sliore fislierinen are frequently compelled te spend the night in their fitile open boats waiting
for the torn of the tide or for a favorable wind.

SUBMISSTON TO DIFFICULTIES.—These fishertien are chronic gramblers, and notaltogether with-
out reason.  The terrible scarcity of bait, particularly annoying when good tishing is reported by
the more fortrate—aeombined with the miserable prices they sometimes obtain for their fish, is not
caleulated to wake a may jubilant or arouse dormant energics, if such exist. Each is largely de-
pendent apon his ¢ buyer,” who, aceording to the state of the market, or for other reasons, may
direet the fishermen cither to go fishing next morning or atay at home, If he goes contrary to the
advice of Lis patron he bas a very poor chiance of receiving from him any sum for hig sl which
will eompensate the loss of time and labor. The wish to acenmulate mesns is therefore absent Ly
reason of itg impossibility, and the time devoted to fishing is ouly so much as will provide himself
and family with-something to eat and wear. Some of these fishermen, however, are enterprising
and indusirious, and prefitiag by the inactivity of their fellows they aequire a fair competence.

It ean hardly Le suid that the “chropic gruombler” is Yazy, for when searching for bait or trav-
eling to ot from the groumls he will row a large boat several wiles and think nothing of it. This
apparent contradietion in his nature is due to his inalility te ehange the existing state of affairs
or to earn a livelihood in any other way : thaos hardship and privations are calmly salwmitted to
as a mitter of course,

LACK OF EXTLERPRISE.—Money seems to Lave bot small powers of attraction when offerel
to these fishermen for work not connected with fishing. A member of our staff, who visited the
coast in 1880, found couvsiderable trouble in seenring thie services of some one whoe was willing to
row Lim from place to place, and therchy earn good wages, thongh many of them were doing
nothing. A larger refurn than conunon from selling fish is usually speut as fancy may first dictate
or serves as a reason for deferring, as long as possible, the next fishing expedition.

MARRIAGI AND ITOML L1FE.—Most of these men marry at an early age, generally from eighteen
to twenty years: 1hey tlius become respousible for the support of a family almost before arriving

at mavhood.

The houses occupied by the families of these Maine shore-fishermen are usunally old-fashioued
wooden buildings, one and a half stories bigh; in some cases neat and home-like in appearance,
bat more generally [acking in taste and order, Must of these houses are surroumded by a  patch ™
of grownd from three quarters of an acre to three or four acres in area, which, if properly attended
to on the daya unpropitions for fishing, might provide largely toward the support of the family, but
negligence eharacterizes the appearance of mapy and weeds flonrish undisturbed. The families
subsist, for the most part, upon the products of the seca—fish, lobsters, and clams—and npon the
vegetables from their gardens.
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Camp of shore Naliermen near Cape Newagen, Maine,
Drawing by Capt. J. W. Collins.
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When at home the fisherman of this class passes most of his time in Jounging about with his
eompanions, relating personal adventures and talking superficially over the ontlook. Not Possess-
Ing a business head,” he does not carry these speenlations farther than to  hope for better luck.”
The same time apent in hunting for bait, scarce as it is, might better serve to realize is hopes.
He may, despite bis failings, be considered as honest, gnod-hearted, and contented with Lis lot,
or perhaps we may better express it, resigned to fate.

Epvcarion.—Education is not in an advanced state. There are schools in ulnost all of the
fishing 1owns, where winter and sammer sessions are Leld, attended by the young of both sexes.
The boys are tuken away permanently from school as soon as they are considered useful, leaving the
infersice a fair one that the girls are better ednecated when they Ieave school than the boys. The
means of supplying food for the boys’ minds being so limited it is not strange that their lieads ave
undisturbed by constant planning of great schemes having for their end the accumulation of wealtl,

F1xaNO1AL covwprrioNn.—The fishermen of the preseunt time have lost {he privilege of obtain-
ing on credit articles of food, &c., from the storekeepers, who, on account of 1be tenderey on the
part of the former to aveid the payment of their bills, kave in the past lost heavily. TFormerly the
fislermen were good customers, buying extensively and making exertions te fultill their obligatious,

A fair average return per annum to the fisherman, since 1575, when bait began to be scarce and
the price of fisli to diminish, is estimated at $175; in 1879, however, the majority did not realize
$100 apiece.

FsAERMEN AT GEORGETOWN.—The shore-fishermen of the Keunebee side of Georgetown
are nostly engaged in pound fishing, bat a few are interested in boat fishing for cod, haddock,
hake, and pollock, They are almost wholly dependent for their suppert upon the money obtained
by the sale of their fish. In summer, however, a few weeks are spent in picking and shipping
berries, and in digging clams or entting ice in winter. They de not engage in any one partica-
lar kind of fishing, but torn their attention to that wlhich they believe to be the most profitable
at the time. Somoe of these men always retarn at night; others, kuown as “eampers)” start in the
spring with a small stove, blankets, and some cooking ufensils, staying away until some necessity
compels them to leave for home. The returns earned in this way used fo equul the average
returus of the deep-sea fisherimen, but for the past three or four years the case has been very
different.

BOAT FISHERNEN OF TPORTLAND.—The boat fishermen of Portland live, for the most part, on
the islands in the vicinity of the city and at Cape Elizabeth, both for economy aml for cenvenicnoe
in getting to and from the fishing grounds. This ¢lass represents the better element, being very
largely composed of married men, who prefer to underge lonesome hardship in their little boats
remaining near home {o being separated from those dear to them in large vessels for a long time.
It is estimated that the married boat-fishermen of Portland number one hundred and ten, and that
they possess an avemge of about three children each.

3. THE VESSEL-FISHERMEX OF MAINE.

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS.—The fishing vessels of Maine are largely manned by men of
American birth, most of them natives of this State, wlo have followed the fisheries from their routh.
Their habits of lifo are in many respects the same as those of the shorefishermern. They have, as a
tlass, all the enterprise and daring of the fishermen at the Jarger ports in Massachosetts. They are,
however, more gonservative and contented, and do not eare to risk the great dangers attending the
winter fisheries on the Banks, preferring rather to follow the fisheries during the snmmer months,
and to remain idle or engage in other pursnits during the winter. Many of them, however, follow
the shore fisherias in winter and the vessel fisheries in snmmer.
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The reasou why the Maine fishermen do not epgage in the offshore winter fisheries can prob-
ably be found in the fact that they have not the system of mutual jmsarance which prevails in
Gloucester. The probability of vessels being lost on winter trips is so great that few individnals
or firmg care to incur the risk without insnrance; and the cost of iusuring in stock companies iz
too high to leave any profits. It is, therefore, seemingly a guestion of the profitable employment
of capital, and not a lack of courage or enterprise in the fishermen, that hos commonly prevented
the winter fisheries from being extensively prosecnted from Maine.

In substantiation of this statement, it can be said that a large percentape of the most daring
and efficient fuhermen sailing from Gloucester are natives of Maine. In the sharp competition
which exists among the fishermen of this port, those from Maine held a prominent place and are
second to none in bravery, hardibood, and seamanship--qualitieg which are pre-eminently required
in the winter fisheries.

The following notes, communicated to Mr. Earll by a close observer, for many years living in
one of the principal fishing ports of Maine, indicate the habits and {raits of those fishermen at
soine of the (shieg ports of this State:

 EARLY TRAINING.—A man about to ship in a vessel will make arrangements to take his boy
with him, The boy is taken out at the age of fen to twelve years. At first he may be kept aboard
the vessel cutiing sounda and fishing over the rail, or he may be allowed to accompany his father
in his dory; and then Lie adds to the father’s catch. He retorns in the fall and again enters school
for the winter term, but is taken out again early iv spring to go om another trip. By the time he
is fifteen, or sixtcon at most, he has a dory of Lis own and forms one of the crew, catching his
share of the trip. With his boyish desire to be a man he readily takes (o any vice common to
others of the crew, and is soon led to be ag rough as any of his companions. His ehief aim
now is fo be a fisherman and to be with the fishermen, and he returns in the fal] feeling that
e ig too 0l1d for school, and if he enters it is largely that he may have a good time. He now wishes
to stady oply geography and arithmetie, thinks reading and spelling beaeath him, while, to use his
own language, ‘ grammar will do well enough for the biled-shirt feHers and the girls, but as for him
he has po time for such trash.” The only way now to reach him is by a general black-board exer-
cise and course of oral iustruction in those branches against which be is prejudiced, This is be-
ing introduced with favorable results, but the average fisher boy takes so little interest in schools
after he has been away for two or three summers that he will improve but little. The fisherman’s
daughbter fares better, for there is little to keep her busy ountside of school, aud she, if once inter
ested in the work, has the chance of gratifying her desires beyond that of any other class. ASs
a result we find her often a very bright and intellectnal young girl where the schonl privileges
will allow and where she is not képta back by the home influences.

¢ MARRIED LIFE—When the fisherman marries he soon has a large family, varyigg with the
locality, the inferior communities averaging more than the more intellectnal and welle-do ones.
In one seetion of twenty famities, taken in order as they chanced to live, the average was exactly 5,
the extremes being 11 and 0. The hard times seem to have no influence upon eitber the marriage
or birth rate, for in 1878, the ealmination of n series of adverse years, there were more marriages
than for any year since 1874 by considerable, and the birth rate was unaseaily large®

* HERRINGS AND MARRIAGES.— The connection between herrings snd marrisges way not be obvicus to all, but
the Scotch registers make it clear enough.  In the returns for the third quarter of the present year (1871) the regiatrar
of Fraserburgh states that the hesring Gshery was very successful, spd the valua of the cateh, inclading casks snd
caring, may be sot down at £1530,000 aterling, and the marriages were 80 per cent, ahove the average. One registrar,
in his retutn for the guarier, reports metriages in his distriet ¢ like angele’ visite, few and far between’ At the fish-
ing villagea it may be pnt more briefly—no herring, ne wedding.”
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Y IITERARY TABTES; ABRSOCIATIONS.—The fisherman reads bat little, in {act almost noth-
ing in the way of books, and confnes himself almost wholly to story papers, thongh 1o one paper
seems to have 8 preference,

“The seawan, be he fisherman or not, has, irom long and constaut assoeiation wih his fellows,
grown to be » man who is diseontented in solitude. He has been so long ind constantly in the com-
pany of others that be cannot endare being alone ; and just here we find a partial cxplanation of
his discontent with the ordinary shore life. When at home in winter he is not satisfied to remain
by himself; he must have other men around lim, and wo see him congregating with others at
an old wharf where they may while away the time in jesting together and in conversution about
things pertaining to their vocation. If one is going to the village half a mile away he will wait
an hour for the sake of baving some one to walk down with, and, conversing only on subjects con-
nected with his work, he gradually comes to enjoy himself only in {he socieiy of fishermen. Who
Las not everkeard a conversation between twe old salts and observed how casily it drifted into
things conuected with the sea and how persistently it clung there$

« HoME LIFE.—The man being away so much his wife learns to act as his agent, and generally
being the more capable of the two she controls matters at bome, and e comes often i the eapacity
of a bearder. Her word is considered better th:an his, and she is not infrequently the leader. He
neglecis work about the honse at the proper time and cuts his wood in the spow, &e. During the
hard times he has mortgaged his house, and often two families live together with little or nothing
altractive about them,”

4. THE FISEHERMEN OF THE ISLES OF SHOALS.

+

TEE ISLES OF SHOALR FISHERMEN 1IN 1873.—Concerning the fishermen of these islands off
the eoast of New Hampshire, Celia Thaxter, in 1873, wrote:

¢ They lead & life of the greatest hardship and exposure, during the winter especially, setting
their trawls 15 or 20 miles to the eastward of the islands, drawing them next day if the stormy
winds and waves will permit, and taking the fish to Portsmouth to sell. It is desperately bard
work, trawling at this season, with the bitter wind blowing in their feeth and the flying spray
freezing upon everything it touches—boats, masts, sails, decks, clothes completely cased in ice, aud
fish frozen solid as soon as taken from the water. The inborn politeness of these fishermen to
stranger women is something delightful to witness. I remember once landing in Portsmouth and
being obliged to cross three or four echooners just in (with their freight of frozen fish lying open-
mouthed in a solid mass on deck) to reach the wharf, No courtly gentlemen could have displayed
more beautiful behavior than did these rough fellows, all pressing forward with real grace——becsase
the feeling which prompted them was a true and Jofty fecling—-to help me over the tangle of ropes
and saile %nd anchore to a safe footing on shore.

“Very fow accidents happen, however: the islanders are a cautiouns people. Years ago, when
the white sails of their little fleet of whale-boats used to futter out of the sheltered bight and stand
out to the fishing grounds in the bay, how many eyes followed themw iu the early Light and watched
them in the distance through the day, till, toward sunset, they spread their wings to fly back with
the evening wind! How pathetic the gathering of women on the leadlands wheu ont of the sky
swept the squall that sent the small boats staggering before it and bliuded the eyes, already
drowned in tears, with sudden rain that hid sky and sea and boals {rom their eager gaze! - What
wringing of hands, what despairing cries, which the wild wind bore away while il caught and flut.
tered the homely draperies and unfastened the locks of inaid and wother to blow thew abouat their
pale faces and anxious eyes! Now no longer the little fleet goes forth, for the greater part of the
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islanders have stout schooners, and go trawling with profit, if not with pleasure. A few solitaries
fieh in amall dories, and earn a slender livelihood therehy.

# Most of the mco are more or less round-shouldered, and seldom row upright, with head erect
aad shoulders thrown back. They stoop 50 mach over the fish-tables—cleaning, splitting, salting,
packing—that they acquire a permanent habit of stooping.”*

5. THE INDIAN FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND.

THOE INDIANS 0T PassaMaQUoDDY BAY.—The Passamaqueddy Indians in the neighborhood
of Eastport, Me., are engaged in variods fisheries, the chicef object of pursuit being the porpoise,
which is taken for its oil.  Fle pursnit is an exciting one, the Indians in their slender birch-bark
canoes approaching to within gun-shot, when the animal is killed, and afterward secured with a
tance, aud either towed to Jand or taken into the boat.

INDIANS OF S0UTHERN NEW ENGLAND.—The Indians of Gay Head, a well-known settlemeut
at the western end of Muartba's Vineyard, and of other points on the south coast of New England,
have in days past been famous whalemen, and were often found filling the pesition of boat-steerer,
particalarly on the New Bedford ships.

6. THE BRITISH-PROVINCIAL FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAKD.

There were in 1880 about 4,000 men, natives of the British Provinees, employed on our fishing
vessels. They are, as a rule, natives of Nova Scotia, thongh there are many from Cape DBreton
and Prince Edward Island, and a considerable number from other parts of Canada and from New-
foundland. The Nova Scetians are, for the most part, of Scoteh descent, while the Newfound-
landers are Irish. Many from Nova Scotin and Cape Breton have a share of French blood in their
veins, They are all known by the general name “ Nova Scotians.”

SEAMANSHIP.—A great many of the most gkillful fishermen and skippers are from the vieinity
of Pubnico, Lockport, Le Iave, and Lunenburg, Nova Seotia. These men bave an hereditary
knowledge of maritime suhjeets, for there has for a long time been a considerable fleet of bankers
owned in that Province. Many other excellent men come from other parts of Nova Scotia, Cape
Breton, and Prince Edward Island.

IsIGRATION.—According to Capt. Epes W, Merchant, of Gloucester, the fitst Nova Scotian
came to that port about the year 1828, on the fishing schooner commanded by Capt. Elisha Oakes.
As will be shown hereafter, the practice of enlisting Newfoundlanders was common as early as
1648, and bas doubtless eontinaed ever since to greater or less extent

Capt. Fitz J. Babson, the collector of customs at Gloucestier, in a letter to the Chief of the
Burean of Statistics in 1875, says:

“For some years there has been a large immigration of male adults coming from the Provinces
to engago in the fisheries of Gloucester, They are mostly young men and unmarried, The supe-
rior elass of vessels belonging to this port employed in the fisheries, the liberal and excellent
quality of provisions jurnished by the owners, the prompt settlement and payment in cash for the
fares obtained instead of payment in goods, &e., which is the usnal manner of payment to fisher-
wen at other places, the rapid promotion to the command of a fine schooner consequent upon skill
and success, all conspire to draw the ambitious yonog seamen from the Provinces. :

“These immigrants make up to a large degree the crews of our fishing vessels, and hence the
loss of life falls principally upon them. If the loss of life were confined to the native population of
the town, Gloucester conld pot long imaintain the fishing business.

* Thaxtet's Isles of Bhoals, 1873, p. 74.
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“The eapital of the Provinces finds better investment in building, equipping, and running
vessels in the foreign trade than in the fishing business, Most of the Ashing of the Provinces is
pursued in cmall hoats off shore. Many fishermen of the Provinees do not have suflicient capital
to build and equip vessels to carry on the fishing business as it is done here. Porsons wishing to
eagage int the fisheries usually apply first at Gloueester. Of the seven thousand men employed in
the fisheries at this port three-fourths are not natives of the town, asl this season the Provineiul
fishermen have come direct in vessels {o Gloneester rather than by cars, or via Boston and otber
ports. Very few of these persons return to the Proviuces to make their howe {bers again.”

Many young women eome from the Provinces to the States on the American fishing vessels,
in parties of from two to six or more. The passage is generally given to them free, and they
are kindly and respectfully treated. Many come as passengers on the same vessels with their
husbands or brothers., ILarge numbers come every year to Glouecester to seek employment, and
mapy of them ultimately marry their countrymen among the fishermen.

THE ¢AUSES OF IMMIGRATION.—The causes of this immigration may be found primarily in
the poverty of many of the coast districts of that Province. In certain of these coast distrigts
the people are to a large extent dependent upon the summer visits of American tishermen. To
the winter of 1867 and 1868, for instance, the suffering for want of foed among the Nova Seotian
fishermen is represented to have been very intense. Government aid amd the charity of individunals
were insufficient for its relief.*

Another inducement to the enterprising young Provingiuls isx the opportunity for rapid
advancement which may be found in » large American fishing port. A man of energy and courage
may in a very few years become the skipper of a fine schooner, and be earning a good subsistence
for his family, who, had he remained at home, wounld still have been plying his oaurs and line in
the monotonons, profitless ahore fishery.

“Among the Nova Scotians,” writes Mr. George H. Procter, “may de found some of the
smartest skippers of the fleet. These have made good use of the opportunities presented, and by
their good qualities as seamen, capacity to handle o vessel, and possessed with sufficient daring
to ran the risks ef winter fishing, they have aifained good positions. Mapy of fbem, who came
here with acarcely a dollar in their pockets, are now owners, or part owners, of vessels, showing
an energetic gpirit of industry and perseveranee, which has surmounnted diffieulties and brought,
as a reward of their toil, good returns.

‘“These men, a8 3 clags, are naturally fitted for the business. Born and rearcd by the sea,
wost of them of poor parents, it became a neccssity for them to earn their own living at a very
early age. Tishing was aboat the only occupation in which they could engage in the Provinces,
and in this branch they commeﬁbed, bringing to it all the energies of youtl, and by its prrsuit
laying the fonndation of robust health, which enabled them to bear the toil it demanded, and
Preparing them for the more advanced positions which were offered on board the American fishing
vessels,

“The yearly visite of onr fishing fleet into the Provincial waters show these men the contrast
between the two classes of vessels, American aud Nova Scotian; the one, clipper-builf and well
uppointed in cvery particular, and the other, clumsy and far behind in all the modern improvetments
amd fittings, It is not strange that they had a desire to connect themnselves with the better class
of vesgels, whers opportunities for becoming masters and owners were so temptingly beld out us
the reward of industry, fidelity, and daring to venture for o tiip of fish at the most dangerous and
inclement seasons of the year. They caught the inspiration of the Yankce fishermen, as they

* Barnatable Patrict, March 24, 1868—[ with many intereating detsils].
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associated with them in their summer visits after mackerel, and learned of the winter fishing on
Georges and the Banks; of the chances to make profitable trips; the opportunities to get ahead
in the SBtates; and the advantages for their children to obtain an edncation. They also learned
Itow well the vessels were provisioned.  All this led them to seek for chances on board our vessels,
and we have drawn from the Irovinces hundreds of their populaﬁ:ion, representing all grades, with
a good proportion of really valumible men, who to-day are numbered among the energefic and
thriving eitizens of Gloncester.”

Apain, the system of oppression, to which the fishermen of many parts of Nova Bcotia are
subjected Ly the fichery capitalists, has had a very important inflzence in inducing them to seek
other bomes. :

CANADIAN FISHERMEN AT HoME.—Napoleou Lavoie, esq., 8 Capadian fishery officer, in his
veport made in 1875 apon the Gaspé and Bouaventure divisicns on the Gulf of Saint Lawrence,
gives the following aceount of the condition of the population in that region, which explains in
part the causes of the extensive immigration :

¢ Changes are so few and the rate of progress so slow on the extent of coast placed under my
charge, that it is a very difficult thing to present my annnal report under a new dress and to sug-
gest matters which bave not already been a frequent subject of allusion. There are, however,
certain things which require urgent action and which demand continuous public attention, If the
large divisions of Gaspé and Bonaveniure, with the exceptional advantages presented by reason
of their location on the rich shores of Bay des Chaleurs, have only a population of 30,000 souls,
most of them neglectful of agricultural pursuits, such a slow rate of progress must be attributed to
causes which I have in several instances already brought uinder your netice, and to which I mnst
again call your attention. ‘ .

“The actual settlement of the coast of Gaspé and Bay des Chaleurs hardly dates one hundred
years back. Scarcely had it begun when powerful firms repaired thither from the Island of Jersey
to take advantage of the labor and resources of the growing population. The ignorance and
improvidence of the settlers, which repeated experience Las not yet cured, unfortupaiely mado
them easy tools to the cunning and cupidity of merchants, who took advantage of their own
supremacy to keep them in a state of comparative bondage. The policy adopted by the founder of
oue of these firms, that of Robin & Co., conld possibly bring no other results than those witnessed
at the present time. TLis far-seeing man understood at once that in order to keep these peoplc'
under his power they should be prevented as much as possible from following agrieultural pursuits,
which wounid have insured a certain amount of independence. He therefore became purchaser of
the seigniories of Pabos and Grand River, and subsequently deeded this land to the people at the
rate of ten aores each. In spite, however, of the endeavors made to keep settlers tied to their
fishing Doats the soil is so fertile and the climate so favorable to agricultaral pursuits that remark-
able progress has been noticed in late years. The retarns, however, of the lasi four or five years
show that agricultural products have had a tendency to decline rather than to increase, although
there hag been no deerease in the population. It must not be loss sight of that publie works, Ium-
bering operations, railways, salmon and lobster canning establishwents employed a large number
of hands, which thug worc lost to agriculture. On the other side the want of markets for the sale
of farm produce is a further impediment to the progress of agriculture, the only purchasers being
the Jersey merchants, who buy at low prices in order to supply fishermen. Even farmers them-
selves dare not sell on credit, as they would be sure to lose the amount of their debt, the merchants
rompelling fishermen to give them all their fish. '

“Another reason why agricultaral parsnits are more neglected now than they ased te be is the
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vad system of epgaging fishermen, Up to five or six years past the majority of this class hired
thempelves ouly unti] the 15th of August, for what was called summer fishing, the proceeds of
which went altogether {o merelunts in payment of uecounts.  On the 15th of August, Jet the bills
be settled or nat, fishermen began working for themgelves, and were thus erabled to purchase their
winter provisions wherever they liked, the fish baing psually sent t0 Quebee.  Thns they eked ong
a iving, and, working af. home, were enabled 10 cultivate a Jittle plot of ground, which yielded a
stmall retorn for thelr industry. The Bobins, however, soon found ont that this system made the
tishermen a fftle too independent, and anticipating a ¢hance of tightening the bonds under which
ey were kept, gradually clanged their mode of engagomend (o agothar, which the improcident
and too confiling fishernien adopted withoat paying saificient atiention to its effect. The mode of
cngagement tow followed on the coast of Gaspé is the half-time system. Most of the fishermen
ara sert to {he large estallishiments of Percéd, Newport, *abos, and of the ¥orth Coast, o fish there
until the end of August or September, so that when the fishing is over there is hardly anylbiag
left for them to do, The weather is apt to be so stormy at this period of the year that weess may
clapse before they are enabled to fish, and theee i ne cecapation for them on shote,

“This gystem, wliich ab brst pight may seemn advantageous, is nevertheless disastrous to the
fishermen, as it prevents them from caltivating thelr small plots of land, and compels them to pro-
cure everything from merchants, wle are thus enalded o take advantage of the position in which
they are placed. Thisg sysiem is gtill mote prejndicial (u 5o far as it increases the exports of Jersey
tivms, thereby diminishing the supply o our markets avd eukanciag the price of codfish. Tt ix
alvo, ag may be easily nnderstood, rainons to the copsfing irade,

“ There is no need to repeat here what 1 wrote 195t rear aboay these firms, their mode of trading,
a0l their narrow and ambitious views. What 1 1hey said and what 1 write to-day will, 1 ventore
T m), be gufficient to enable you to understand the position of a large and wealthy portion ot e
Prominion, the situation in which i placed a whole population reduced éo av andisgaised stitte of
vassalage, the want of resovtrees and edogation affording them po means of resisting 1bis sppres.
wion. It Is certainly pet useless en Yy hart to try opee mote to urge younr selicitude towards thiy
nifortpuate elass of oor own people, whose positiort is an atomaly of the age in whieh we live™

In the winter of 156162 there was great destitution aud saffering among the Newioundiaod
fishermen, particularly those [iving about Piaceutin Bay, owing chiefly to the poor fishing 113 the
sunvmer of 18411

TRANSIENT MISHERMEN.—A great mayy fishermen are every year shipped iy American vessels
it the Provincial seaports, and a considerable proportion of these men, thongh yetrly making up a
purt of the erews of var Gehing tlest, never hecame vesidents of the United Statesd

TRE rISOERNER 0F NEWFOTNDLAND.~The following acconnt of the Newfoundland fiber.
nien gives an idea of their peeuliavities, mast of which an retained by the men of that region whe
cnter the American fishing flests:

“The speech of the Newfoundland fisherman is full of plirases derived frowm Lis every-day
employmengs. To make an engagement for a term of sexvice is to ‘ship’ with Mr. So.and-so. Even
sevvaut girls are said to +sbip for six months’ when they engoge with & mistress. A young mau
‘ships’ himneelf to & sweetheart when they are afflauced; and a charch is said o bave ‘shipped”a

B U M e e

* Beport of Cammissioner of Fieheries of Canada for 1573, pp. 39,40,

t Capa Ann Advertiser, January 24, 1862, ) _

$The Gloneester Telograph of June B, 1870, rewawis: ©* Oue cortespondent pt Port Hastings, Cape Preton, sends
ua the following fishing jtemw: Sehooner Yazeo, of Provincetown, Captiain Moryison, arrived here I?in-y P43 3 taok men
ani sapplies and salled north ot & fishing voyage 27th. Scheoner Jalian, of Provinicetows, Captain Denlin, srrived
Rlet nnd fook men and enpplies fov a fshing vorage io Graxd Bank, Bebooser Oriala, of Provincetown, Captain
Danlin, arrived 3ist ond took men and suppiies Tor & fishing voynge to Grand Bauk.”

BEQ TV
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new parson, or perhaps he ie called the ¢‘skipper’ of the ¢chureh. The master of the honse, what-
ever his occupation, is invariably ‘the skipper,” and the mistress is ‘the woman.! ¢How’s the
woman?’ is the nsnal way in which a man is asked regarding the health of his wife. Gaining an
advantage over a man js called ‘getting to windward of him.? ¢Mr. Blank is a terrible knowin’
man; there’s no gettin® to windward of him.” Is a man prosperous, he ig gaid to be making ‘head-
way’; if the reverse, he is ‘ going to leeward.! To iuitiate any undertaking is described as ‘getting
it under way’; and to live mean]j-' und parsimoniously is to ‘go very near the wind.! There is a
world of weaning in the Newfoundland proverh, ‘the big fish eat the little ones”” Thus pithily and
with a sort of mournfnl cypicism do they at times deseribe their own forlorn condition at the end
of a fishing season, when, in payment of their debts, the whole proceeds of their toil go to the store
of the wealthy merchant, while they are half starving doring winter.

“Of profitless talk, it is said in reproof, ¢ words fill no nets’ A dull, pledding man, who sue-
veeds in spite of deficieney by honest industry, is said te ‘get on Ly dint of stupidity and hard
work’—n most expressive deseription.

“ Another peculiarity of the Newloundland fishermen, derived from their sea-faring habits, is
an inordinate fondness for flags. Every merehant has his flag fiying on his storehouse or wharf,
as though a state of active warfare existed, while at the principal harbors the approach of each
vessel is gignaled by a flag, be it schooner, brig, brigantine, or ship. On 8ignal Hill, overlookivg
Saint John's Harbor, three masts are erected, and at times, when a number of vessels are approach-
ing the port, these, with their yards, Took like a draper’s shop, with the various flags streaming in
the wind., TFlags, however, ave utilized in other ways, When any important personage has ‘crossed
the bourne whenee no traveler returns,’ the flags are hofsted half-mast; but when a wedding takes
Place, all the bunting in the place floats in the breeze. Big ‘sealing guns’ [ased in shooting seals
on the icel, whose report is like that of small cannon, are brought out and fired continuouslj*, and
evidently afford the greatest delight on these joyous occasions. In the ‘ontports,” as all places
but Saint John's are vamed, it is usual to cateh the happy eouple in a net as they emerge from a
church—a symbolic net, perhaps—indicating that both are netted for life. In these ‘ountports,’ too,
church bells are few and far between, and the time for each service is indicated by hoisting on a
pole a flag, on whicl is emblazoned the miter or the eross. Bach school-honse, too, has its fag-
staff, and when the flag is hoisted the urchins are seen cowing along the patbs, ‘crecping like snails
unwillingly to school!

¢ Near the shores Newfoundland is rocky, the ground being everywhere covered with stones of
all gizes. The word ‘stone,’ however, is rarely used, the smallest pebble and the largest bowlder
being alike called a ‘rock’ DBoys iovariably speak of ¢ firing rocks, but never of throwing stooes.
A servant was asked how she had been spending her time lately. Her reply, ‘Why, I have been
beavin’ rocks out of them raisins for the best part of anhour.” Thus ‘stoning frait,” is ‘heavin’
rocks’ in Newfoundland, So abundant are the rocks in some places and so scanty the soil that
suitable ground for the Lunrial of the dead cannot be found; and amid huge bowlders the graves
are made by =oil brought from a distance; or, where this is not possible, the coffin is laid upon the
rock above gronnd and then walled in and eovered. Itis not very tncommon for graves to be dug
less in depth than the coffin. Of course this ig true only in certain localities.

&« Among the primitive population of the ¢ outports’ there is, among the Protestant portion,
& wonderful passion for choosing names taken from the Old Testament, aud these at times the
oddest and most uneommon they can select. Israels, Reubens, Daniels, Azariahs, and Izaiahs are
plentiful a8 ‘rocks.! DBaot it is rather startling te be introduced to Miss Lo Rubamah Tacker, or
Miss Lo-Ammi Squires, and to be told that the little flaxen-headed girl you are trying to make
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friends with rejoices in the name borne by one of the dauglhters of the patriarch Job, Keren-hap-
pueh, or that the baby’s name is Jernsha. To those not quite familiar with Seripiure names it may
be well to suy that the first two are to be foand in Hosea, I, 6, 8. It is on record that oune child
was baptized Beersheba, cntered in the marriage register in dne time as Bathsheba, but always
called Bertha by her neighbers, A clergyman of the Church of Lngland relates that gnee in
beginning a service in a private lionse in an ‘outport’ a woman near him, intending vo offensive
familiarity, lifted up a corper -of his surplice, and, after examiuing it with finger aud thumb, pro-
nounced it alond, ¢ A beantiful piece of staff? Under gimilar circumstances he was startled on
another occasion, in the middle of Lis sermon, by an old woman in the chimney coruer ealling oat
to Bome young ones, ‘ My gracious, girls, I've forgot the loal! Julia, go out to the next knase and
hang on the bake-pot.’ It must be nnderstood that these instances ocenrred in some of the prim-
itive outiying settlements, fur from the center of civilization, where the people seldom see a clergy-
man, and are quite uneccustomed to the solemnities of religions assemblies. They welcoue cagerly
the rare visit of clergymen in these seattered hamlets, and whole batehes of ehildren of varions
ages are baptized by him at the same time, 8o cold is weather in winler, in the more northerly
paris of the island, and so wretched their honses, liat, in order to keep the Joaf from freezing at
night, it is a practice to wrap it in the blanket and fuke ib to Ded when retiring.

“The population is a mixed one, nearly half Leing ike descendants of Irish sctilers, the rest
English; most of them sprang from progenitors who came originally from 1evoushive, Dorset-
shire, and Hamwpshire, The descendants of the latter retain many of the peeuliarities of speech
which still distingnish the peasants of Devonshire. They say, ¢ I's took to notice to she,” that is,
no notice of her. ¢ Did ’ce want anything wi' I’ They speak of their ¢ hundses aud postses;® of
their enws being ¢ alossed,! and their Lread ‘amade.” They will say ‘Mubbe I's goun eme,” The
parson is ¢ pareson,’ and they ask Liw to *’bide a spurl’® with them. A ¢xpell”is cither short eon-
tiucance at labor or a time of rest. Short distances are, in common specel, measured as © spells”
Thus ¢two shoulder spells’ is a distance a man would ordinarily carry » Larden on his shoulders,
resting once in the midst. The word ¢ obedience’ is sometimes used for ¢ obeisance.” Thaus, chil-
dren are directed to ‘make their obedience,” that is, tv Dow eourtesy., ‘I'lie inliabitants of a settie
ment are called * liviers,” and if any district be uninhabited there are said to be vo ¢ liviers” in it.
An expregsive phrase is used to indicate & full in the tewperature— To-day is a jacket colder than
Testerday, ¢How do times govern in Saint John's?’ js a common question wlhich is angwered by
recounting the prices of fish, oi), and provisions. *Praise the fair day at e'en) is the Scottish
proverb which has its counterpart in Newfoundland,’ ¢Praise the bridge that carries you over.
The Tolly of 1azy, shiftless expedients is well expressed by saying ¢ He sits in one of the tilt and
barns the other? When admiration of a benevolent man is expressed, ke is deseribed as ‘a tevri-
ble kind man;’ or the weather is commended by saying, It's a shocking fine day.’ Clever, in
Kewfoundland, means strong or large. A ‘clever man’ is a stout, large man. A ‘clever baby’
I8 a hearty, big baby. A singular nse of the word ¢ accormmodation? is common. A person of bad
repute is said to have ‘s very bad aceommodation? Or a servant on leaving Lis master requests
‘an accommeodation,’ evidently a corruption of recommendation.

“ With all their primitive and often amusing peculiarities and local customs the fisherfolk of
Newfoundland have many sterling qualities of head and heart; and all they want to put them ou i
level with correspundiﬁg classes in other countries more advanced in the arts of civilized life is
education, No one conld live among them without liking them. In simplicity of characier,
warmth of heart, kindness, and hospitality, they are unsurpassed.*

* Cape Ann Advertiser, January 15,1570
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FISOING VILLAGES OF NEWYOUNDLAND.—A writer in Harper's Maguzine for 1854 writes:

¢ Fishing, or some process conuceted with ity is the oecupation of almost every man, woman,
aud ebild in the conntry.  Out of Saint John's, either fish or seme sign of the finny tribe, visible or
adariferous iy met with wherever there is o population. At a-distanee from the capital, in the
small settlemoents, the fiskermen Jive in unpainted wooden cottages, scattered in the coves, now
perehed upon rocks or Lidden in the noeks, the neiglhiborhood shiowing small patches of cultivated
garden groand and copses of stunted wood.  Each cabin has its fish flake, a kind of rade platform,
elevated on poles ten or twelve feet Ligl, covered with a wmatting of sticks and Longhs, on which
the fish are laid out to dry. At a convenient point on the shore is a stage, mneh more strongly
constrneted, jutting ont over the water. It forms a small pier, made in part to serve the purpose
of & ladder, at which a landing frequently is alone possible on the steep and reck-honnid coast.

«n relurning from the fishing gronnd, the boat is brougbt to the stage with the eargo, amd
sticking @ prong in the head of each fish, ihey are thrown apon the stage one by one, us hay is
pitehed into a eart.  The operations of vatting open, taking out the entrails, preserving the liver for
oil, removing the backbone, and salting, are immediately performed upon the stage, n which
the yvonnger members of the family are emploved. The drying en the flakes is the last proeess.

+ 1t is the inshore fishery that is prosceuted by thie Dritish, not extending generally more than
a wmile or twe from the harbors, that of the Great Dank being abandoned to the Yankees and
Frenel” _

EARLY ENLISTMENT OF NEWI'OUNDULANDERS IN THE FISHLRIES OF NEW ENGLAND.—The
following extract from Flnbbard’s History of New England, referring to eveuts which tocok place
in 1648, shows that fishermen from the regions now designated as the British Provinees, partiei-
pated in the fisheries of New Fungland ab that time:

“Bomwe of these petitioners being bound for Lngland, their papers were seacched by the
authority of the governor and council, amongst which were found the copies of some petitions and
queries fo be presented to the commissioners for plantations. One petition was from some non-
freemen, pretended {o be in the name, and upon the sighs and tears, of wany thousands, &e. In
the preamble they sliowed hiow they were driven out of their native country by the tyrauny of the
bishops, &e.  One of their petitions was for liberty of conseienee and for a general governor. They
had sent their agents up and down the country to get hands {o this petition, but of the many thou-
sands they spake of, they coulld find but twenty-five hands to the chief petition, and tlhiose were,
for the most part, either yonng men who eame over servants and never had overmuch shew of
religion in them or, fisltermen of Marblehewd, feaved to be profune persons, divers of whom were
brenght the last year from Newfoundland for the fishing season, and so to return again.  Others
were drawn in by their relations, and those depended upon for means how to liveP*

7. THE IRISH FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND.

IisuMEK IN THE GLOUCESTER AND BosTON FLEETS.--Thers are mauny Irishmen in the
Gloucester fleet; among them are individaals who have distinguished themselves by their skill
as fishermen,  As a rule, however, these wen, ag well as those of Irish descent who have come
fromn Newfoundland, are from the peasant classes, and are remarkable rather for stolidity, indiffer
cnee to dunger, and endurance of hardship, than for enterprise snd activity, They are most
likely to e foand among the crews of the George's-men, the dull monotony of kand-lining being
better suited to their temperaments than to that of the Americans, who prefer the cleancr, safer,

*Hublard®s History of New Eagland, from the diseovery to 168 Boston : 1848, p. 515,
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vurinble, aud more nerveous cnployment of mackere) eatehing, or the mere remuncraiive and exeit-
ing expericuces of the fresh Lialibot fishery.

The Dish disbermen ave often clannisl, and an Irisk skipper soon gatbers arcund kim o crew
of his own nationality.  Vessels thus manped are not noted for their frimness aud neatuess,

At Boston there is o considerabile dleet of markel boats owned and mauned engrely by Gsher-
mwen from the west coast of Ireland. Their boats ave built preeisely like those ol Golway and they
ermpley their own home wetbods, This fishery is deseribed at length clsewhere, A number of
these lrish boats 1ouy he seen at auy time in the docks af Commereinl or T Wharves, Doston,
and it ix doabtful if anywhere else in this connty v ean be seen so nwdalterated @ representation of
Irish peasantry as in the old fishermen who sit about (he docks counting their fish and eliatting in
Graelic.

8, THE SCANDINAVIAN FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND.

BCANDINAVIANG IN THE GLOUCERITR FLEET.~-There may be fouud amoug the Gloneester
fishermen a large percentage of Sceandinaviavs, mostly Norwegian, a consilerable number of
Swedes, and a few Danes.

They are intelligent, enterprising men, a large proportion of whom rize to the command of
vessels. Tt many of their {raits they resembie the fshermen of New TFogland hirth,  Strong,
aeerstomed to bardship, skilled in the management of small boats from long expericnce inherited
and personal at home, they are best suited for trawling and hand-living from dories.  The schoo's
of Norway and Sweden have tanght them navigation thoroughly and wost of thew wre excellent
suilors, having served frequenily in the mercliant mearine. Many of these men have families, having
breught, their wives with thewm from home, or married their countrywomen who have eome over

alome. They soon learn to spesk Tnglish,

9. THE PORTUGULRSE FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND.

PORTUGUESE FROM TIIE AZORE ISLANDR.—~The so-called Tortugnese fisheruen of New Eng-
land are, with few exceptions, natives of the Azores or Western Islands. Their attention was
doulitless directed to this conntry by the visits of the Cupe Cod veggels to theirislands. A favorite
ernising ground of the Provivectown sperin-whalers was the & Western Ground,” whick is situated
off the Azores. These vessels, as well as those of New Bedford and Nantucket, have for nearly
three-guarters of a ceniury been accustomed to tonch at Fayal to reeruit, to land sick men, and to
ship howe oil. Extra Lands were often sbipped at the islands fo fill up the complement of the
crew or to 611 the places of deserfers. Mony were breughd home in the whale ships, and, a5 a
consequenee, some of the more enterprising began teo bring over their families. A great impulse
was given to their emigration in 1833, wben the growtb of a fungus devastated the vineyords and
the wine crop of the Azores began rapidly te fail. .

PoryUGUESE CoLONIER IS NEW ENGLAND.—The largest colenjes are al Proviscetown,
where there ure nurerous families established, apd rour hundred of the fishermen from {his pert
are Western Ixlanders, At Gloucester, also, there js a considerable colony at ¢ Tortugee HilL”
and about two hundred and fifty Portngucse fishermen in the fleet. There are many Portuguese
families living at New Bedford and about eight npdred of the whalemen saiting from here are of
this nationality.

CHARACTERISTICS OF PORTUGUESE FISOERMEN.—The Portuguese at sez are industrious
and daring, having been acenstomed for gencrations to lives of hardship and adventure in the boat
fisheries at home, and by instinet stnurdy Yaborers and frugal economists. They make good cooks
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or Hstewards,” and are often found serving e that capaeity.  On shore they live iu litlle bomes
of their oww, built together fu small communitics, they mingling scareely at all with their Aweri
ean peighbors, and ravely, if ever, going out to serviee. Men are absent v summer at sey, and in
the winter engage in the shore fisberies, The women and children contribute to the general pros-
perity by goathering berries and beach plums for sule, and by small honselwld indostries.  In Prov.
tucetown they are rather looked down upon and aveided by the pative pepulation, but this is appir-
critly the result of rece projulive, for they are honest and unobtrusive. They are always self'sop-
porting aud often well fo do. At seu e men are recoguized as equals by their shipmates,
there are few vessels which have not umong their erews some @ Mausnel ™ or “Auntone” who talksa
diwleet of Latin-Faglish and serves asa stunulant to ethnalogical speculations anmong lits slipmates.
The wowen are not so ek inintercourse with Americans as the men, and uswally speak Inglish
with difliculty.  They are alwoys devoal Ciathojies atnd make up at Provincetown and Glooeester
i farge pat of the congregation in the churces of this sect.

Of inve veurs a number of Portnguese Inive beeome skippers of Gloneester vessels and purt
owiers as wells There was Joriwerty a prejudice against altowing them to talie tiese positions, but
Lhix is pow vanizhing, A Tortpzuese skipper ravely has any bot Portagunese in his crew. Asa
ebngs they seem fo preler the Geerge's vod fishery to the other fisheries, more than fwo-ikinds of

atl the Poringuese fishermen of Glogeester in 1879 Leing in the George's fleet.

1¢. THE NEGRO FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND.

NEGROES A% WHALLMEN.—New Ingland Lias few negro fishermen exeept in its whaling flect,
thougls oieasionally one is found serving s cook on a2 ¢t or mackerel sehooner,  In 1880 there
wiax ot i negro among the 33500 miew in the Gloueester fect.

The whaling fleet of New Bedfind has ameony ils crews many negroes, some shipped in the
West Indies, others pleked np at Zanzibar and other recruiting stations. In 1880 there were two
humldeed negroes ju the fect.

Thre PProvineetown whalers often ship & part of their crew at Jumaiea, St. Croix, or other of
tiie West Indin Islands.  These nezroes are rarely of mixed Dblood, und are active, powerful men,
spenking o pefods hardly 1o be nnderstoud even by those who are familiar witl: the speech of the
negroes of their own States. Negroes semetimes attain to the position of boat-steerer, but I have
been nuable to loarn of instinees whepre Lhey have beeome captaing or even mates,

11. THE “BAYMFEN" OR FISHERMEN OF LONG ISLARD.

T HARITS OF “BAYMEN."—The character of the fisheries of Long Island, New York, is
sich that it i a most difficuls waiter to determine how many men are professionally engaged in
thewrr.  The men who fish are also by tiimes oystermen, furmers, clamners, yachtsmen, and gonuers,
tollowing either of thess cccupations as ey way feel at different times inclined, Qu the south
shore, and in seme other parts, they style themselves Y baymen” Many of their own yachis of
frowm & 1o 20 tons, are good saflors, and keep their beats neatly painted, 8o that when taking out
parties of anglew to fish for Dinefish or other fishes their boat wonld hardly be thought to have
been engnged in oystering most of 1he winfer. This class of men are very numercus in all parts,
and while individoally they take but few fish, colleetively their eatech amounts to considerable i
the course of the year, These “baymen” get from %3 to $5 per duy for sailing a party, and usually
get all the fish, althongh they do not demand it as part of the contract, as is the case at some places

on the New Joersey eost.
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Portnguese from Cape de Verdr Islands, engaged i whale tishery frot Now Bedford, Muss,

From  photograplh by T. W, Bintllie.
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The men engaged in the menhaden fisheries are drawn from all parts of the island, are gen-
erally sons ci farmers, and, with the exception of the captains of the steamers, engincers, and the
saperintendents of the factories, are not usnally in the business more than a season or two.

MorArs.—The people who are engaged in the Island fisheries have more the manners and
appearance of farmers than of the inhabitantseof the exclusively fishing towns of the Eastern
Btates, and they will cempare favorably in regard to edncation, thrift, and morals with most rural
populations. I think that these virtues increase with the number of miles between the villages
and New York Ciiy, and that there is also a dillerence between the north and south sides in this
respect which may Lave had some influence on the sclection of so many places of residence by
wealtly New Yorkers on the south side, with its flaty low, barren lands, and ou the waters of tho
uninteresting Cireat Scuth Bay, in preference to the high, rolling north side, witl its charming,
deep, romantic bays; here there have been more deeds of violence, and smong the majority
of the native population the language of ordinary intercourse is a shade more profane and loose.
We do not mean by this to asserd that, even in the distriet spoken of, these unprofitable vices are in
excess of what one often finds in the interior, for most observant men must have noticed that in
small villages and eountry places there is, especially among young men, an affeetation of profunity
and its accompanying vulgarity whiel seems strained to a eity-bred man, and at first astonishes
him when heard from any but the vilest of men. To those who have been much among soldiers,
sailors, and fishermen, it is not at all surprising to hear bad language {rem men who are so well
konown for their bonest and vpright conduct that they think that they can afford to be careless in
respect to this, a point which, however, impresses the stranger unfivorably.

Homes.—Tlhe dwellings of the fishermen are generally neatly painted and comfortable; their
families well dressed; and ® is rare to see an exception to thisrule, for the varied pursuits inetuded
in the list of labors by which a Long Island fisherman earns lis living afford Lim a chunge from
one which is temporarily dull to something better and find him employment of some kind the
year around. When fishing is dall e turns bis hand and boat to oystering, and if these are out
of season the hard or soft clam offers him remunerative employment.

12. THE OYSTERMEN OF MARYLAND.

OYRTER DREDGERS.—There are two distinet classes of oystermen on the Chesapeake Bay,
namely, dredgers, and serapers or tongers. The business of oyster dredging is earried on by about
5,600 daring and unscrupulous men, who regard neither God nor man. The characteristics and
habits of these men are discussed, in connection with the oyster fisheries of Maryland, in Section 11
of thiz report. Mr, Edmonds there deseribes them as among the most depraved bodies of workmen
to be found in the country. They are gathered from jails, penitentiaries, workhouses, and the
lowest and vileat dens of the city.”

OYRTER TONGERS —The oyster tongers or serapers are, both socially and morally, somewhat
saperior to the scrapers, though, as a class, indolent and improvident. Mr. Edmonds, in the sec-
tion above referred to, also discusses the characteristies of this class of oystermen, The oyster
laws of Maryland reguire every vessel and boat engaged in gathering oysters to be Jicensed. The
emount received from tonging license must be paid by the elerk of the cirenit court of the county
% to the achool commissioners for the publie achools of the respeetive conuties where such license
is fssued; provided, the sum received from white tongers shall go to white schools, and the sam
from colored tongers to the colored schools.”

DEEDGERS AND TONGERS COMPARED.—The two classes may thus be briefly contrasted:

The oyster-dredge-fishermen of the Chesapeake are almost entirely whites of the lowest order,
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The oyster tongers are one-third negroes, wmd the other two thirds white fishermen, smalil farmers,
and truckers.

The number of men in a crew of a dredger averages ¢ight; in the crew of a scraper, not more
than three. The total number of mwen empleyed in dredging equals 5,600, and in seraping H,148.
The average returns for a season for cach dredger is #1755 for each scraper, $225,

13. THE OYSTER-SHUCKERS OF MARYLAND.

OYsTER SHUCKERS.—There are nearly 10,000 persons employed in oyster-shucking in Mary-
land, about two-thirds of the numwber being males, and the rest females. Their aggregate annual
earnings are about $300,000. About three-forrths of the men are vegroes, and they are, as a rule,
steady workmen, while the whites ure disposed to be idle and intemperate. Nearly all the females
are employed in the steam oyster-bouses of Baltimore. They are mostly white pirls of foreign
parentage, and range in nge from cighteen to twenty-five years, the proportion of older ones, as of
colored, beipg small.

14. THE FISHERMEN OF FLORIDA.
BY BILAS STEARNS.

FISHERNMEN O0F KEY WEsT.—The majority of the fishermen of Key West are descendants
of the Dakamians who have lived on the island for many years, or are quite recently from the
Bahama Islauds..

The rematader arc Cuban Spaniards, negrees from the West Indies, and the usual sprinkling
of Irish, Freocl, Germans, and Swedes, who are found everywhere in this eountry,

There ure some few fishermen from the North Atlantic States, bt they do not form so promi-
nent a class as the ¢ Babama Couchis,” or the “ West Tudian negroes.”

The Bahamians, both black and white, bave been brought np on {he water, and are probably
the best boatmen and fishermen in this region. They kncw no other professiong than fishing,
sponging, turtling, and wrecking; and it may De said te be an heredilary profession, since their
{athers and forefathers followed the sume profession and no others. 'With the other classes or
nationalities it is quite different. They are men who have been drifting about the world as sailors,
and have been left hers Ly vessels of all the nations, and for ke present have adopted the
profession of fishermen.

I can not learn of any disaster happening to the Key West fisheimen, beyond an occasional
wrecking of some amall vessel where no lives were lost. No smacks sailing out of this port have
ever been lost, '

The manner in which {he fishermen live on shore is plain, yet comfortable. The better class,
or well-to-do tishermen, are the Bakamians and Americans who have families. They own small,
comfortable houses in the city, and have all to eat and wear that other classes of people do.

In society they ocenpy a good standing, and very often lrold respensible and hooorable offices
in the local government.

Another class, consisting chiefly of young and unmarried men, who are digsipated, and when
ashore lead an unprofitable and low life, are looked dewn upen with contempt and considered 2
public phisance. The temperance reform has done great goed here, and is rapidly thinning out
their numbers. '

The older men of all classes are generally very ignoraut, but few being able to write their
nanes, but the young people, having fair scliool advantages, are, as a rule, quite intelligent, and
can now transact fheir own business as their fathers never counld.
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FisarrMEN oF Crbar Kuvs—Nearly all of the two hundred and sixty fishermen of this
place are Americans or of Awerican birth.  The majority of them are men who have been engoged
jn the different branches of the fisheries on the Atlantie coast, in such places as Chesapealie Bay
anil coast of the Carolinuas, and the balance are natives of West Florida, who have, in most eases,
taken up this business quite recently. Taken us a class they are quite intelligent, industrions, and
nuick to adopt new methods that will tend to facilitate their work.

The Spauish, Italian, and French ercoles, who are generally lazy, ignorant, and inclined to
keep up old styles of fishing, &e, and are fonnd in the majority at many of the other fisking
communities west of Cedar Keys, are not eften met with among e fishermen, aud ave not at all
popalar.

FINANCIAL PROFITS OF FISHERMEN.—Althougl they work steadily and well, the seasons for
profitable fishing are so sliort that they do not gain more than a bare sabsistence.

There is great wear and tear to the nets also, one man often using up three or four nets in one
season.,  When these nets, perbaps a new boat, and their household expenses are puid for there is
little or nothing left te sapport them during the time that fishing is not enrried on. Some are
fortunate enough to get other employment, or to be engaged in the turtle fishing, hut mauy are
not, and such ones get so deeply in debi to the storekeepers that the profits of the ensuing year
are taken to pay them., Nearly all are in debt from various causes, with no prospect of ever get.
ting elear again.

TISHING POPULATION OF APTPALACHICOLA.—The fishing population of Appaiachicola ineludes
representations of nearly all the nations of the world, the Americans and Spanish ereoles being in
the majority. Of the older men in this business here, some are Enropesus who came in vessels
when Appalachicola enjoyed st lurge cotton trade; otlrers are New Englanders, leit by men-of-war at
various times, and the rest are vatives of the Soathern States.  Many of the young men are of that
class of rovers fonnd aboard all the merchant vessels of this couvntry, who lave drifted lere in
some praceountalle manner, to stay bt a season or two and then to continue their wanderings.

Those of the fishermen that are really inhabitants of the place are, as a rule, good citizens in
overy way. There are but few aumong them whose fathers had been in the fishing business before
them, but the rising generatiou will probably adopt their parents’ prefession, perlaps more from
neeessity than clioice. Their health is very rood, in spite of the popular suppoesition that men
engaged in sponge-fishing are unbealthy.  Sickness is a rare visitor, a touch of biliousness or slight
attack of “chills and fever” being the ouly forms, One eaptain told me that lie ad been here
ten years, and believed there Lad not been over a dozen deaths of children from sickness in the
whole time. Tn the fall a few cases of fever and aguc occur, While on the water, in the bay, or
on the “sponge reefs” a case of sickness is a very rare occurrence. They are net espectally re-
markable for longevity, but many of the old men of seventy, eighty, and cighty five years of age
are still hale and hearty, and in some cases perform hard labor. With the wemen it is different.
They marry young, and when thirty five or forty are broken down, aud appear as thouglh of twice
that age. They very seldom live to be over sixty years of age, and the greater unmber do not
reach their fiftieth year. Nearly every married couple has a large family of frow four to twelve
children. Their dwellings are unusually good, being in nost cases houses ikat were built for men
of wealth, when Appalachicoln was in its prime; they are not kept up in their former good
condition, yet make very comfurtable habitations; and there being a swall garden attached, are
supplied with vegetables and fruits at little expense or trouble. Orange trees thrive well here, and

searly every yard has some of them.
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The food used by these people on shore is plain and offering little variety, consisting mainly
of fish and oysters. Fresh meat is not mueh used, salé pork taking its place. While fishing
the men generally live in better style, having all the best articles of food that can be bonght at the
stores. The reason of this is, that afl the provisions are advanecd on credit, and the storekeepers,
having the vessel or boat, gear, and catch as seenrity, are willing to advanee more than to any one
of the ordinary fishermen with a fumily, who has only his share of the catch wherewith to pay all of
the necessary household hills.

The sclool system is very poor, ouly the children of the richer peopie attending, the tuition
and outfit of books being too expensive for most of the poor. However, all the children receive
some education in various ways, learning to read, write, and figure a little.

Of amusements there are but few, beyond an oceasional gathering of old and young at some
private house, where dancing and games are enjoyed, with refreshments at the cnd.

It is a quiet and orderly place. Every one conduets himself in public in & manner that would
stand the severest serutiny. Even the wild young men who, having “knocked about” over the
world, are ageustomed to al vices, here seem to be awed by the steadiness of others, and carry
tlhiemselves accordingly.

When apy one commntits an aet wlhich by the authorities of the town is considered disgraceful,
or not in aceordunce with their ideas, they furnish him an old “Dbatean,” and give him but a short
time to choose the dircetion which he shall take.

There are one or two bar rooms, where the old and middle-aged men obtain their “toddy”
without comwmment from others, but if a young man indulges too freely it will never be forgotten
or forgiven. Many of the population, comprising the Spanish, Italians, and French, are Roman
Cathotics, provided with a priest and chureh, which they attend with their usual regularity.
There gre two or three I’rotestant churches, both white and colored, which are also well attended
by old and young. It was said by a stranger, who was ruther disgusted with the duliness of the
place, that **because of having nothing elsc to do, the people went to church.” The funeral of a
young man took place since I have been here, and I mnst say that the men and boys turned ont
to attend in a manver that surprised me.

I have not met a fisherman yet who can give me an exact statement of Iis yearly earnings, for
they are engaged in many kinds of work, and are idle part of the time. Dy putting several state-
ments together, T believe I have arrived at a reasonable estimate of the profits of an active fisher-
man for one year. Let us suppose such & man is very fortunate and has work at all the fishing
trades of the place in snceession. First comes the sponge-fishing, beginning in March and ending
in September, out of which, with good luck, a man may clear $200. He then is several weeks idle,
when he joins a crew fitted ount for the fall mullet-fishking. At this he works until the lst of De-
cember, perhaps, clearing $40 or $56. The season for shipping oysters has by that time arrived,
and as soon as he is back from mullet-fishing he is offered a chance on an oyster-boat. It is prob-
ably the last of December before he geta fully to work at oystering, which he follows antil Mareh,
when tle sponging-vessels again fit out. He will make on the oyster-boat about $75.

Svmming up the year’s profite, it will be seen that this man makes $300 clear of his own
expenses, with which he clothes himself, and clothes and feeds his family.



NATIONALITY AND GENLERAL CHARACTERISTICS. 27

15. THE FISHERMEN OF MOBILE, ALABAMA.
BY BILAS STEARNH.

Mobile smaek and nyster isbermen are as a class so mixed in patiopalily that there are hardly
two individaals of the same general character. Among them one finds a majority of southern
Euoropeans, while the minority are natives of the United States and northern Europe. There are
very few negroes in their number, and wlhen sueh an one is employed it is as eook op some small
oyster-boat or bay fishing-bout. There are but fuw eases where the profession is hereditary, and
in such cases the man is guite sure to be of Spanish, Ttalian, or Greek descent. The older men
in the business are, as a general rule, of fuorcign birth, Lut the young and middle-aged ones are
Americans. Their health is good, and they are a strong, hurdy class of people; I think there is
far less sickness among them than among the planters and laboring men on laud, who are troubled
with all the forms of malarial diseases.

Congumption has elaimed mwany of the smack fisbermep during the last four or five years, but
whether the discase i brought on and aggravated by cold and exposure or by dissipation is hard
to say. Rhenmatism is a common affliction among the fishermen, and many of them are nearly
helpless with it. The fishermen of this section, when not broken down by dissipation, live to a
considerable age, retaining active mentul and physical powers 1o the age of eighty or ninety yeais.
The women, marrying young and rearing large lamilics, are worn out 1n early life and seldom live
beyond their fiftieth year. As the greater number of the fishermen have their homes in the eity,
they live in about the same manner as other laboring men and mechanics do. Those who have
enterprise enough to make ahome are of the better-behaved class, and they live guite cemfortably,
thongh in summer, when not mueh fishing is done, the family bave a hard time to obtain the neces-
saries of life. The majority of ibe fishermen do rel marry at all, and speud their time ashore in
caronsing and in the 4 lock-up.”

Very few have any eduecation, and it rarely oceurs that a fisherman is found who can read or
write. Their children, if their parents live ix the city, have good school advantages, and will
probably make a better class of eitizens, Nearly all who profess any religion are Catholics.

It is impossible to learn the exact profits of active fishermen, bot a close estimate can be made. )
Some months they make $40 or $50 and there are many months when they make nothing., Several
intelligent men tell me that they average $1 per day above their own expenses of board throughout
the year, with which they clothe themsgelves and eare for their families, if they have any.

16. THE FISHERMEN OF NEW ORLEANS.
BY SILAS STEARNE.

The New Orleans fishermen and oystermen are nearly all descendants of the Mediterrancan
coast fishermen and sailors, who came to this conntry years ago to engage in the fishing or frnit
trade,

Frenchmen, Spaniards, and Minorcans are probably in the majority, the balance being made
up of ltalians, Portuguese, Sicilians, Corsicans, Greeks, and there are even 2 good many Malayans
in their numbers. In nearly overy case the fathers and forefathers were fishermen or sailors, and
these men follow in their footateps as nearly as they can in a ecountry so different from that of their
ancestors. They sven preserve the old atyle of rigging their boats—a style seen nowhere else in this

conutry.
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The old and middle-aged men, as a rule, are very ignorant of anything outside of thir pro-
fession, and it is quite rare to find one who ean read or write. The French are generally more in-
telligent than the olhers, haviug been longer in this country, and seem to gain knowledge more
readily thau the Spunish and Italian ereoles. The Malayans are also notieeable for their industry
atd prommpiness in business matlers, and for lheir gquickpess to learn. They all retain wuch of
the superstitionsness of their ancestors, which often influences them to their loss. For instanee, a
party of seine fishermen go into the marsb-bayous at night for the purpose of seining ont somo
good fish feeding-ground. While they are iu the act of hauling the seiue, they see the snspended
Lalls of light commoniy ealled * jaek.-o’-lanterns,” and which are often fouwd in tho swamps or
marshes when pecaliar gases and state of atmosphere are favorable, whereupon they become
paralyzed with fear, and as soon us possible hasten from the spot, believing tha Jights to represent
some evil being. When once frightened from a place in this way it is bard o entice them there
agait,  The clowds, the sky, the wind, &e., have each their pecaliar signification to them at times,
and they will run no risk when the signs are unfavorable; not that there can be any great risk of
their lives, but they seem to fear invisible objects, or that, if the signs are this way or that, they
are sure to eatch no fish, and therefore do not try.

Nearly all thiese people are devout Catholies, and altend tlhe services of their chureb as regn-
Iarly and promptly as any elass of people.

On their hoats or at fishing camps they live quite eomfortably, Lut [n rather a peculiar
way in comparisen with othisr American fishermen. Tliere scems to be no regular dme for any-
thing, cither work or reereation.

They work part of the night and sleep a part of the day, and have their meals throwp in at
any and al? tinws.  The asnal plan is to have alanel at daylight—tihat is, eoffee, bread, and fish—
and the work on Land is attended to nutil about 10 o'clock, wlhen 5 hearty breakfast is prepared
and eaten, after which they sleep until about 4 o'clock iu the afternoen, whea dinper is served.
From dinner-time until miduoight, or after, considerable work is done; then c¢ome a lunch and
more sleep.  While af home they live in mueh the snme style, even if working in the markets.

Taken as a class, these people are hardy and strong, seldom having sickness of any kind; even
* the coiitagiotm forms of disease which are so prevalent here in summer are uufeared by them., The
met live to a consideralie nge, and retain their activity to a remarkable degree.  Buf, as is the
case in most warm climates, the women here have compavatively short lives. They generally
marry at filtecu or sixteen years of age, and, baving perlaps reared large families, are worn-out
old women at the age of forty five or fifty years,

17. THE FISHERMEN O0F THE COAST OF TEXAS.

BY SILAS STEARNS.

The fishermen of the Texas coast are of much the sane class as those of the Louisiana coast,
though there seem to be more of Spanish descent than at the latter place. These Spaniards and
Mezxicans come from Mexico and represent the wandering set of fishermen te be found in every
commtnity. As at New Orleans, the Mcediterrancan countries are well represented.

Tlhere are but few negroes to be found among Texas Bshermen, and bardly a man from north-
ern Lurope or the northern part of the United States...

From 2ll that can be learned it is evident that the fishermen of tius coast are very similar
to those of New Orleans and vicinity, and therefore it will hardly be necessary to repeat what
las already been said. It is probable that the Louisiana fishermen are better off financially, and
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live more comfortably than those of this coast, yet there stems no good reason why this should be
50, Tor fish are more abundant in Texas, and bring as good prices. The majority of these men are
married and have their homes in the eities or towps near where they sell their eatels,

18. THE AMERICAN FISHERMEN OF CALIFORNIA.

The number of Americans engaged in fishing on the coast of California is exceedingly limited,
as Prof. Jordan points out in his discussion of the history of the fisheries of this State. The prineipal
fishing towns, S3an Buenaventiora, San Diego, and Wilmington, bave grown up entirely withiu the
last twenty years. The Americans introdreed the eastern system to some exteut, bul the mory
frugal habits of the Chinese and Italivus, wlo enter the field as their rivals, have enabled them to
oceapy the field to the exclusion of the former, who prefer te turn their attention to more iu-
crative industries. As is elsewbere poivted out, the markets in this region are very poor, and
there iz but little encouragement for enterprising men to engage in the fisheries. The fishing of
Awericans has been, for the most part, confined to seal hunting, shark fishing, whale fishing,
trolling iu the barracnda secason, and similar jodustries which promise greater returns than ordi-
nary fishing, The first house in San Buenaventura was built in 1860, and in 1870 its louses were
pearly all of adobe. The first house abont Sau IMego was built about 1808, while Wilmington
arose about 1870. The growth of these coast towns was rapid for a few years. About 1873 it
became feverish, and each of the towns went tlniough u “real estate period”  Bpeculation wag
nniversal, and bnndreds of people came top caech town hoping to make their fortnnes. I'rices
were high, and in every department of work abont fifteen men were engaged where there is now
oune. Then canie a relapse and a collapse with harder times; there was less speculation and less
demand for it. The whale fisberies declined; there were fewer mouths to feed and less cash to
buy food, and the fishermen left the region,

19. THE ITALIAN FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.
FROM NOTES BY DAVID & JORDAN.

In the shore fisheries of the Pacific coast there are engaged three hundred and three Italiun
fishernien. :

SAN DieGo CoUNTY, CALIFORNIA~—In San Diego County, where formerly there was a eon
siderable number of Italiaus engaged in fishing, thers are now novg, they baving been starved ont
by the Clinese, who furnished fish to the local matket of San Diego at such low rates as to render
coupetition on the part of the ltalians impossible. It is not more ihan ten years ago that the
italian fishermen had the entire Lusiness a¢ tbis place iv their own hands.  When they left tbey
traveled in a nertherly direction.

Los ANGELES COUNTY, CALIFORNIA—In Los Angeles County, at Wilmington, there are
cight Ttalian fishermen. They fish in two boats. These boats are not provided with live-boxes;
the fish are therefore thrown in a heap on the forward part of the deck.

VENTURA AND SANTA BABRBARA COUNTIES, CALIFORNIA.—There is only ouve professional
ltulian fisherman in Ventura County, at San Duenaventura. He has a small [ateen-rigged boat.
He uses two seines, each 240 feet by 10 feet, aud one gillnet. His fish he peddles about the towa
at U cents per pound. An Italian ghoemaker bny’s up the catches of some Chinese and Californinns
and peddies them throngh the town and amopg the Ventura Valley farmers, who give vegetables
in exchange. ' .

The fishermen in Saunta Barbara County ate chiefly Genoese, who speak English, French, and



30 FISHERMEN OF THE UNITED STATES.

Danish. They nearly all came here from San Francisco about eight years ago. Most of them are
Roman Catholics, and, as a rule, are a simple, hearty, honest class of people. They live in
reasonabic comfort; better than the same class in Ttaly, Many of them have families, and they
are quiet, industrions, order-loving citizens, Their profits are small, nor conld they be increased
much by catching more fish. Their ehildren are generally bright and active. Many of them
speak English and Spanish well, besides French and Italian. The first Italian fisherman who
came tliere, Francesco Cavaglerd, arrived in 1835. e made moneg by supplying a Spanish famity
of wealth with fish. The Italians with their Tnteenrigged vessels came {o San Francisco in 18485,
auG spread southward. The winter storms were too severe, and there were no wharves from
whicl they could fish, so they left, and the Italiaus now there, five in number, have noue of them
becn residents more thian eight years. Their profits are small, and have been gince the flush times
of 187476,

MOXTEREY COUNTY, CALIFORNIA.—The Italiavs living uand fishing in Monterey Couuty are
eonspictous in their costume, which consists of black and white cheelied shirts, red flanael under-
shirts, gray trousers, blagk folt hats, golden ear-rings, and high rublber boots. On clear days a
lurge Italian flag waves frow their principa]l house inscribed, ¢ Roma, Ia capitale d’ Italia? Two
or ihree of the nine Italians composing tlis company at Monterey are married. This company
came from San YFranciseo and settied here in 1873, Georgio Vignosi, the eaptain, says that some
sorts of fisl, expecially 1he flounders, have diminisbed in number, and that the bay has been over-
fished. They manage to make a profit, ou an average, of from ¥5 to $10 apiece per week. As
will be geen by comparison, ihiey make more than the Italian fishermen in San Francisco. They
have five sail boats, averaging three-fourths of a ton, and of the nsnal pattern. One is lateen-
rigged, the others sloop-rigged. Besides these, they own three skiffs. They own two hundred
picces of seine, each 240 feet lonp; some tine-meshed, for the eapture of smelt, and some coarse-
meshed for taking salmon. They own, in addition, twenty gill-nets, each from 240 to 250 feet long,
aud forty bunches of set-lines.

Saxra Orvz CoUuNtY, CALIFORNLA.—In Savts Cruz, Sauta Croz County, there are fourteen
tishermen from Italy. They live in the southern part of the city in detached houseé, not forming
a fisherman’s guarter. They lash their Loats, when not in use after hoisting them, to the dooks;
they do but little fishing in winter, except at certain fuvorable times, on aceount of rough weather.
At Soquel are three Italians. These own four boats. They ship to SBan Franeisco, and make
greater profits than are made elsewhere on the coast.

BAN FRANCISCO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA—TFirs! in importance as the abode of Italian fishermen
on the California coast comes San Franciseo County. In the city of Ban Francisco there are prob-
sbly not less than 220 regular fishermen. About 70 boats are in use here. In 1876 the ¢ parauzelle”
was introduced, a drag-net of common use in the Mediterranean Sea.

The fishermen of other nationalities threatened to burn up these nets and the boats nsed
when they were first employed. San Francisco is the only place in this country where this style
of fAishing has been introduced. There were formerly two rival companies who used these nets; they
have now consolidated and divide the profits equally. Each company has three boats and employs
% or 13 men, one of whom js constantly engaged in selling fish in the market. The stock is owned
clicfly by men pot actually engaged in fishing, This is divided irregalarly, one man owning 2 net,
another a boat, &c. Out of the gross profits are p\aid first the entire expenses, including provisions
of the men, wear of the boats and vets, &e. The remainder is divided into shares, one share to
cach boat, one to each actual fisherman, and one-half sbare to each net sctually in use. In these

)
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two companies, there being six boats, two nets, and 23 men, the whole is divided into thirty-two
shares. The captain sometimes receives one and one-fourth shares.

MARIN AND HUMRBULDT COUNTIES, CALIFORNIA.—In Marin County there are three points at
which Ttalian fishermen may be found: Point Reyes, where are 2 Italians using ope boat; at
Marshall’s, where 20 Italian fisBermen live, using six boats; and on the west side of Tomales Bay,
opposite Hamlet, where there are three companies of fishermen, chiefly Italians, 12 men in all,
nsing six Doats. They ship their fish to San Francisco. The total number of Italian fishermen in
this county is 34.

Abvout Evreka, Humbeldt County, there are 3 Italian fishermen, At certain seasons some of
those engaged in Balmon fishing on tlie Columhia River, Oregon, come down here for a short time
and join in the fishing.

WASINGTON TERRITORY AND ORRGON.~-In Waghington Territory there are 9 Italian fisher-
men @ 3 at Port Madison, 3 at Utsaladdy, and 3 at Port Townsend, fishing with Loeat for halibut
and dogfish, which they ship to San Franeisco or Porttand, or else sell in their owu tow.

In addition to the nambers of Italiw fishermen above enumerated and distributed, there ave
800 Italians engaged in the Columhia River salmon fisheries, and 400 more in other salmon fisheries,
including those of Sacramento River in which 345 Italian fishermen are employed.

These figures give a grand total of 1,513 Ttaliun fishermen in all the regions above diseussed.

20. THE PORTUGUESE FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

THE CAUSES OF IMMIGRATION.—The prescuce of tlhe Portuguese lishermen in California aund
New England is explained by Sir €. Wyville Thomson, who, in his “ Voyage of the Challenger,™
pointed out the cause of the extensive emigrations of the Portuguese from the Azores shortly after
1853:

“ Formerly Pico was the vineyard of the Azores, Previcous te the year 1843, 20,000 to 30,000
pipes [from 3,000,000 to 4,500,000 gallons] were exported from the island of a dry, rather high-
flavored wine, which commanded a fair price in the markets of Europe under the name ¢ Pico
madeira’ In 1853 the wretched Oidium Twckeri devastated the vineyards and reduced the popu-
lation of the island, who depended mainly on their wine preduetion for their subsistence, to extreme
misery. Nothing would stop the ravages of the fungus. 1n successive years the crop was redueed
to one-fourth, one-eighth, one-tenth, and thcn entirely ceased, and the inhabitauts emigrated in
great numbers to Brazil and California. Some few attempts have been mads to restore the vines,
but up to the present time there ispractically no manufacture of wine in the Azores.”

Poubtless many of the emigrants also settled in New England, especially the sea-faring portion,
where they could have every opportunity of plying their vocation, and their success is referred to
in the article on the Portugnese fishermen of New England, while the agricultural portion settled
in Brazil and California, countries in every respect suited to their tastes.

Tox AZOREANS AT HOME.—The Portnguese, judging from the allusions to some of their pecu-
liarities made by the same author in vol. 2, chap. 1, pp. 4549, are at home an indastrions, unso-
Phisticated, merry, and extremely religious people.

“Their industry and simplicity of life are evinced by the neat appearance which pervaded
their ¢ steadings® and their primitive method of thrashing wheat, which is briefly as follows: The
wheat is spread on a baked-clay floor, and two sledges, drawn by a pair of oxen apiece, go round
and round ¢ treading out thecorn.” The operation is accompanied by violent good-natared exertions

* Veyage of the Challenger, vol. ii, chap. 1, p. 2.
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o the part of the drivers urging the oxen te do their duty, and by & steady resistance on the part
of the animaly, which, being womuzzled, find it more atiractive to zanffle among the straw for
grains of wheat, The sledges are frequently weighed down Ly a mother or aunt holding a laugh-
ing, Maek-cyed babe.” .

The high esteem in which they hold religious observances is ghthered from thoe following par-
agraph taken from pp. 48-50 of (e same work :

“In gne of the churehes of (he Tewn® there is an imagoe of oor Saviour, which is regarded with
extreme devotion. The inbabitants, in cases of diffienlty or danger, bring it rich ofterings, and
the wealtlo of the imaze in jewels was varionsly stated fo ns at from £1,000 te £100,000, in propor-
tion to the laith and piety of our informants. There had been great want of raiv in the island for
some months past, wnd it had been determined to take a step which is only taken in extreme eases—
to parade the image round town in solemn procession, * * * Thesquare and strects below us
were, for hours before, oue sea of earapugas and capotes, male and female, but chiefiy the latter,
their wearers sitting ov the hot pavement, ehattering quictly, About 5 o’clock a large number of
aeolytes in scarlet tunies left the church and formed a double row, lining the streets in the path of
the proeession.  Theu came a long double row of priests in violet chasables and stoles, repeating
tlie responses to a portly brother, who led the eolumu, intoning from his breviary. Then a double
row of priests in white, and then a groap of the higher elergy in cloth of gold and richly ‘appareled’
vestments, preceding the image, which was carried aloft under a crimson cunopy. The [mage was
certainly pot a high work of art, bat it seemed to be loaded with valuable ornaments. Bceling the
eauopy walked the civil povernor (Count de Praya de Vietoria), the military governor, and some
of the high State funetionaries, and the procession was closed by a column of monks. As the
image approached, the people koelt everywhere within sight of it, and remained kneeling until it
was past.”

A fyvorite way of spending the hour of recess frot work at noon is thuy portrayed:

“Within the house, whither most of our party had retreated from the roasting sun, the first
large entrance room was epcumbered with the beautiful ripe ears of maize, of all colors, from the
purest silvery white to deep orange und red. It was Ligh uocon, however, and a lot of bright-eyed
girls, who had been husking the maize, had kunoeked off work; and on the arrival of the strangers
alad bronght out u guitar, and they got up a dance, very simple and merry, and perfectly decorous.”

The general appearance of the peasanis of the Azores is described Lriefly as follows: “#The
men are generally good-looking, with spare, lithe, bronzed figures, dark eyes, and wide, langhing
mouths, with fine white teeth. The women in {he Azores are usually inferior to the men in
appearance, bat at this farmt some of the girls were very good-looking also, with c¢lear complex-
ions, and more of a Spanish than a Portugaese type.?

Their dress is very peculiar. *“The girls, as svou a8 they can afford it, porehase, if they bave
not already inherited, a long, full blue cloth cloak, coming down to the heels, and termirating in an
cnormons hood, whieli projeets, when it is pulled forward, a foot at least before the face. The
cloak and hood are thus a complete disguise, for if the Jower part of the hood be held together by
the hand—a very conitmon attitude, while the eyes can e vsed with perfect freedom—both figure
and face gre entirely hidden. Tbese cloaks and hoods are very heavy and close, and it seeins
strange that such a fashiou can bold its ground where the conditions are very similar to those in
the extreme south of Spain or Italy, The head-dress of the men is singular, but it has a more
rational relation to the exigencies of the climate. It is alse made of dark blue cloth, a round eap

* Ponta Deigada. t Tn the honse at whieh the dance, just allided to, took plaee.
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with a Jong projecting peak, and a deep curtain falling over the neck and shoulders, an excellent
defense, whether from rain or sun. The odd thing about it is that where the hat is made in the
extreme of a by-gone ‘mode,” which still lingers in the remote parts of the island, the sides of the
poak are carried up on each side of the head into long curved points, like Liorns. The horus are
‘going out, however, although 4 general festa,* such as we were fortunate emough to sce, still
brought many groterque pairs of them indo the eity.”

These strange forms of dress have, of course, been abandoned with their emigration, aud the
Californian Portuguese fishermen of the present day, whose places of settlement on the Pacific
coast are here mentioned, resemble in appearance, 5o fur as dress is coneerned, the fishermen of any
other nationality.

PORTUGULSE FIsm.mﬂ?. AND WHALEMEN OF CALIFORNIA.—In San [Mego County (here is
but one Portaguese Aslermaty, as is also the case in Los Angeles, the county immediately adjoining.
In this connty, at Portuguese Lund, north of Wiimington, formerly existed a whaling fishery, but
it wag alandoued four or five years ago.  The difficulty of ebtaining fresh water wus the chief eause
of the removal of this company.

In Santa Barbara County the same number of Portuguese as recorded for San Diego and Log
Angeles Counties is hot exceeded, ‘

In San Lais Obispo Couunty there are forty-four Portegnese fishermen; oue of these, at Port
Harford, fishes at the mouth of San Ymis Creek, wsing a seine of 1-inch mesh, 300 by 16 feet, now
worth 25, when new, $756. He sends his fish twice a week, in wagous or by train, to San Luis
Obispo, where he sells them at 6 cents per pound. The fish which are not shipped he salts and
cxehanges with the faners tfor produce.  In this way he exchan ges about 180 pounds per week.
The amount salted in summer i greater than that salted in the winter,

Three miles north of this point, on Peclio Ranche, there are two more Portnguese, who spend
their time in fighing and hunting for abalones: and five miles still farther north are two more Por-
tuguese fishermen., These last ship to San Luis market, salting what they do not ship.

In summer three of the whalers are engaged in fishing for the Ban Luis market, salting the
surplus.  They © still-fish® and frolt in the San Las Bay.

There are two companies of whalers in 8San Luis Obispo County-—one at 8an Simeon, which is
commanded by Captain Clark, and the other at Whalers’ Point, about half a mile north of the
landing at Port Harford, commanded by Captain Marshall.

The company at San Simeon consisis of twenty men, all Portuguese bt one, and most of them
from the Azore Islands. They are hired by Captain Clark, who owns the entire ontfit, This camp
has existed for sixteen years past.

The camp located at Whaler's Point consists of twenty-one wen, all bat one of whom are Por-
titgnese from the Azores. This company was established in 1868 or 1869,

The men at both camps are discharged in summer and a new set hired in the fall. Some of
‘the men, when discharged, engage themselves in fishing for the San Luis market.

The ountfits, &e., of these whaling companies are discussed in another section of this report.

In Monterey County there are forty-seven Porfugunese fishermen, distributed as follows: At
Monterey there are six, divided into two companies, between whom vonsiderable rivalry exists.
They use set-lines, and consequently catch little else but red rockfish. Some of these Portuguese
have been there since about 1860, others having joined from time to time. They own five boats
and bhree gkiffs, They supply the hotels in Mont.erey and ship the rest to San Francisco. The

* The mhgmus procession already deeoribed.
BEQ 1¥v—"3
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ru]iug price is 6 ceuts per pound.  Whon the whaling season is over, the whalemen join in the
work of supplying the Jocal inarkets.

There is one Portugrese aé Moss Londing, Castroville. 1o this county are two whaling couw-
panies—one at Carmele, consisting of seventeen men, all Tortuguese, commanded by Captain
Mariane. They have two boats, aud during the past year took oue finback, three humpback, and
Hiree gray whales. Last vear this company was at Toint Sur, farther sonth in Monterey County.
During « greut portion of the winter the sca rans 50 high that the men dare pot go out.

The Monterey whaling company consists of twenty-three men, all Pertuguese, and all but one
frotn the Azores.  Their commander is Captain Verissimo. This company has been in Mongerey
sinee 1835, They own three boats of New Bedford make, aud during the past year they bave taken
fonrtecn whales and two basking sharks. ’

In Ban Mateo County thereis one Portuguese, residing at Pescadero.  Ile owns a gili-net which
he sets ab the mouth of Peseadero Creels, catebhing the salinon as they ran up to spawn. He sells his
fish in Peseadero, and fiuds the market so small that, althongh without family, he makes but a
pour living,

In San Francisco there are twenty Portuguese engaged in the shore fisheries.  Details of their
habits and mode of fiving will be found it another paragraph below, .

There are also thirteen Portunpuese engaged in the San Francisco cod fleet, and forty wore in
the Ban Franciseo off shore whale fleet,

P'ORTUGULISE IN WASHINGTON TERKITORY AND OREGoON-—In Washington Territory there
arc probably not more thau three Portugnese, who, at Gig Harber, are oceupied in catching
dogtisl. '

On the Columbiu River, engaged in the salwen fishery, there are about ene hundred Portnguese.

21. THE SPANISE FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

SPANISH FISHERMEN IN CALIFORNEA~—There are now Lut few fishiermen of Spanish descent
in California, though oceasionaliy they may be found among the mixed fishing popuolation of the
larger places.

s“Aboat one hundred years age,” writes Jordan, “the various missions of California were
founded. later the country became the abode of Spanish grandees, who became the owners of
large tructs of land, depending chiefly for sabsistence on their herds of cattle, and paying but
little attention to fishing. Their descendants and snceessors, the *Californians) men, for the
most part, of mixed Spanish and Indian blood, fished and st fish only with ook and line. To
the present day they cotmpose the larger portion of those who s8it on the wharves in the sun catch-
ing seulpins, but they own no boats and are not truly fishermen.” '

There are at present tot more than twenty Spaniards on the Pacific coast who can properly
be termed fishermen. Four of this number are in Santa Crnz Connty, fifteen in San Francisco
County, and one in Marin County.

The Spaniards of Santa Cruz County have in use two boats. They live in the southern part
of Santa Cruz City, and fish for rockfish, sea bass, and barracuda, Little fishing is done by them
or the Italian fishermen, their neighbors, in the winter on aceount of the rough seas which at that
season must be encountered in the fisheries, :

Of the Spaniards living in San Francisco City nothing can be stated as to their peculiarities
of tife. 'They live at the west end of Vallejo street, about the Vallejo street wharf, with fishermen
of geveral other nationalities. They are employed in fishing with the drag-net.
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At Bmitl’s rauch, near the head of Drake’s Bay, Mariu County, is one Spuninrd wlho, together
with two Italians and one Auasivian, is engaged in seine and gill-net fishing.  The joint eatel of
fhese fowr fishermen will probably equal 50,000 pounds per anpum. They send theire fish every
morning to Marshall’s, from which pliace these men came to Druke’s Bayv, and whither they will
return as soon as the fishing in Tomale’s Bay improves,  They cateh chiefly ©smelt.”

23 THE GREER FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

There are in all fifty-five Greeks employed as fisbermen on the Pacific coast of the United
Stutes, )

Fifty of them live in San Francisce, where, with fishermen of wany races, they fish with the
drag-net.

At Seattle, Washington Territory, there is a company of three Greels, wlho fish with seines
along the shore, obtaining young salmon, Honnders, &e., which are sold in a stall in the town.
During the salmon season these Greeks go to the Columbia River to engage in the salmon fishery.
The other two Greeks have settled af Port Madison, Washington Tertitory.

23. THE AUSTRIAN FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

In Marin County, Californiz, there is one Austriun engaged in fishing with one Spaniard and
two Italians at the head of Drake’s Bay.

There are eleven Austrians engnged in fishing in Washington Territory. Three are at New
‘Tacoma. They either salt their fish or xhip them fresh to Portiand.

At Seattle there are five Austrians who fish with hook snd line in the deeper waters of the
bay, obtaining halibut, black bass, hovse-tnackerel, merluel, poliock, tomeod, &e¢. The remaining
three fish at Port Madison, Washington Territory.

24, FRENCH FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

In Los Angeles County, Californin, at Wilmington, there are 6 Frenchmen, who combine
hook-apd-line fishing with the gathering of abalones. They own two boats, the Wild Region and
the Josephine, which average aboat three-fourths of a ton each.

Tn San Franecisco County there are 15 Frenchmen, The remark made concerning the Portu-
guese in San Franeisco will equally apply to the 'rench fishermen of that city.

There are 2 or 3 Frenchmen employed ip eollecting frogs in Marin, Ban Mateo, and Kern
Counties. These frogs they sell at from H1.75 to $4 per dozen.

In Washington Territory, at Port Madison, there is one IFrenchman engaged jin fishing., The
prineipal fish sought at that point are perch and flounders, which are dried by the Chinese and
Indians. Probably this French fisherman joing them in their work.

On the Qolmmbia River, Oregon, engaged in the salmon fishery, there are 200 Frenchmen, and
on the Sacramento and other salmon rivers there are ahout 50 more Frenchmen.

25, SOUTHERN EUROPEAN FISHERMEN OF SAN FRANCISCO.

A writer in the San Francisco Bulletin in May or June, 1875, thus deseribed the Furopean
fishermen of that city:

“Their dark faces and sanguinary shirts, their hoarse voices, and, above all, their picturesgne
luteen sails have a decided flavor in them of foreign waters. In fact, almost to a man. at some time
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they have sailed or fishbed upon the Mediterranean. They are mostly ltalians, but among them
are Portoguese, Slavoniang, Greeks, and Austriang. They all understend and can converse in
Ttalian.  Althongh many of them belong to benevolent soeieties pertaining to their different races,
they are all bound iogether in what might be ¢alled the Tisbermen’s Union. Tt is a protective
association.  ¥ach Doat has certain rights and privileges not to be infringed npon by others. Each
ma eontribules toward a common fund for the purpose of protecting the fishermen’s interests, and
to aid the Fuuilies ol deceased members. The association hag regular attorneys, who are supposed
to look after its interests.  They have a place of meefing at No. 33 Clay street, called the Fisher-
mew's Honse. Here is o cheap restanrant, where the single Oshermen board, an indispensable bar,
card tables, o billiard table, and a {few beds, When anything unusnal oceurs among them they
assemble bere nnd holl & grand pow-pow.

# There are abeal two hundred Doats and pearly 1,000 men eogaged in the business. The
grent munber of their boats now lie in a slip near the Front-strect wharf, their old place at the foot
of Clay street having been recently improved for a steamer fanding.  Fachk boat pays $1 per week
tor wharfuge,  Tiheir present quariers sutisfies them very well now, bot they are fearful that the
winter northers sweeping in from the Golden Gate will destroy their Doats, Their attorneys are
endeavoring to huve their quarters iwproved.  Mauy of the fishermen are married and have fam-
ilies here, bat the majority are single men, who intend some time to return to their native eountry,
of eonrse, rich.  The married men live on Telegraph Hill, in houses perelied like gully’ nests ou the
heiglts above the water., The houses, though small, are kept very neat. The fiahermen’s wives
are usutally bright-eyed, little Italian womnen, buat some have hecome cosmopelitan in their tastes
and talen to wite whatever offered itself.  The boats, as a general thing, make one fishing trip poer
day, and the profits per boat are from #10 to $30, and even $100 is sometimes realized from a
single trip.

“ Abont forty boats are engaged in fishing without the bay, and go as far az the Farailone
Islands,  These hoats, of conrse, make longer trips, and the receipts per trip, if not the profits per
day, are greater. The boats which fish in the bay ase the geine almost exclusively, but outside it
is used but little, the hook taking its plase. The men are very re(:kleés, and their lateen pails ure
often seen beating againet a wind whon our pleasure yachts are glad to find a harbor., It is not
infrequently that one of these hoats sails out early in the morning and never returns nor iy heard
from again. They are a very industrioas people, and some of them are at work at all hours of the
day and night, Some put out in the small hours of the morning and refurn at night; others put
out in the evening and retnrn when the sun is well up. Sundays they mend their nets and rig
their boats. They arc nearly all nominally Catholics, but their religion does not interfere with
secatlar duties in the least. If you wish to see the whole set forget their English in an instant and
appear as inscrutable as the sphinx, go among them as a missionary and inquire ag to their spiritual
condition. They make considerable money and live well. Macaroni, they find, is not an all-suffi-
cient in this climate, and they take very kindly to pork and beef. As is usnally the case with
fishermen, they have a great contempt for fish and never eat it when anything better is to be had.
They use a great deal of tobacco, chewing and amoking, and a great deal of liquor.

#They are the heaviest’ consumers of our California wines, although on extra cccasions they
indulge in imported articles. In spite of this liberal use of wine and whisky, one rarely sees &
drunkard or a noisy man among them. Around the dock and upon the water they have a business-
like air and say but Jittle, but at the fishermen’s house they appear very different. At the latier
place they are noisy and merry and often drunk. Few of them, except the masters of the larger
boats which cruise outside of the bay, are citizens. The boats are registered, and, accordiog 10
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our maritime laws, it is necessary that the masters should be naturalized when not native citizens.
A few years ago, before owners of boats thonght well enough of the conntry lo adept it as their
ow, rather than be naturalized they wonld hire some lazy Yankee or Irishmun to eruise with them
as ‘master” They paid as Ligh as 2100 per month, and all that wuas reguired of the figure-head
wits to keep out of the way ana furnish his owny whisky. Dui times bave changed. They have
found that California is not such a bad place after all, abd the supply of real masters is now equal
to the demand.”

26, THE CHINESE FISHERMEN OF THE PACIFIC COAST.
FROM NOTES BY DAVID 5. JORDAN.

On the Pacific coast of the United States, und on the banks of rvivers on which salmon can-
neries are established, there are alont 4000 Clinamen engaged in calehing fish, or in fsh-dry-
ing and fish-canning.  Of this nnmber about, 463 Chinarsen are living in the muritime countier of
California and Washkington Territory, while the vemainder are cugaged in the salmon canneries,
probably uot less than 3000 being cinployed on the Colnmbia River, Oregon, and abont 00 om ihe
Sacramento and other salon vivers,

Sax Diveo Covnty, CarirorNia—Iu Bun THego Conoty, California, are thirty-seven Chinese.
They settied there about the vear 1870, and by the use of very Gne-wesbed seines have driven ont the
Italians who were there ab the time of theiv adyvent,  They are divided into eiglt companies, which
are scattered aloug the coust between SBan Diego avd Cerros Islands. At San Dicgo all the fisler-
mel, excepting four Americans and their employés, are Chinamen.  Upon their arrival they went
to work at eatehing fish, which they salted and dried; these they shipped to Ching, theiv wethods
of tishing Leing prebably the same as those now in wse in China.  They seel especialiy sheltered
bays, whick they sweep clean with their seines, nsually eommencing sperations in the carly part
of the night. Some of the Clilvumen live entirely on their boats, visiting their bonses ou laud per-
haps onee a month, 'The upsetting of their junks® is a matter of frequent oceurrence, the result
usually being a reduction i the number of that particular colouy to which the juuk belonged,
The Chinese take risks in stormy weatber which no white man in this region would dream of taking.
The two colonies here were established with a speciul view to fishing—one at Roseville in IS73,
and the other in the town of San Diego about 1870, The latter consists of about & dozen honses,
arranged in two rows, nearly at right angles to cael other, while in close proxjuiity are stugnant
pools, stands for drying fish, enthouses and piles of rotten fisly, and all manner of abominations full
of erawling maggots, atl of which tend to give the eolony an extremnely unsavory odor. The head
man of the golony furnishes the greater pars of the fishing capital, and the fishennen repay him
out of the proceeds of their catehes. The Chinese of these two colonies use scines, imported from
China, about 300 by 10 feet, with a 1-inclh mesh, When new these arc worth about 810, Aleng
the coast of this conuty are gatbered, privcipally by the Chinese, about 700 tous of abalobes.
North of Cerros Istand the Chinamen have stripped the whole coasi of this shell.  Until lately the
Mexzican Government paid no attention to the depredations of the Clinamen, bt now a license
of 860 for each boat is charged upon all coming from the United States in search of abalones, and
to eollect that tax a Mexican consulate has been established at San Diego. The origin of the
abalone business was as follows: Tho Chinese in China dry the flesh of Haliotis (ot some other
related genus), and, finding that animal in Californis, they commenced the same indnstry there
about the year 1873. Later, white men began to gather up the shells thrown away by the Chinn-
mey, and the mse of them for ornaments soon created a demand for them. Thereupon the China-

* Thia colony in 1881 owned four large junks, besides thres amalier boata.
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men saved the shells, and for three years or so the abalone-shell busipess has been vary extensive,
By the excessive working of this indnstry the abalones have been nearly exterminated in all acces-
sible places, and American dealers now ship Chinamen to the neighboring islands difficult of
access, Teceiving in return the shells, the Chinese retaining tha meat.

Los ANGELES AND VENTURA (COUNTIER, CALIFORNIA,—In Los Angeles County are aboui. -
30 Chivamen, all of whom are cogaged in m]iect;ing abalonss. They ship to San Franciseo
annunliy about 154 tons of xlells.

In Venturn County, at PPoint Magie, 9 iles south of Huenemwne, is a colony of ¢ Chinamen.
They settled tliere in 1877, Two of this number were recently drowned by the npsetting of a
junk,

At San Buenaventura there are a few Chinese engaged in fishing from the wharves.

SanTA BARBARA CoUNTY, CALIFORNIA.—There are about 25 Chinamen in Sanfa Barbara
County engaged in fishing. At Golety there iz a party of 3 employed in fishing with the seine.
Many colonics of Chinamen arc transported to the neighboring islunds in the schooner Surprise,
helonging to Regers Brothers, for the purpese of collecting abalones, the meat from which they
salt, dry, and ship to China, paying for their transportation {o and irom the islands with shells,
On the Banta Cruz Islands as great a quantity ag 50,060 pounds of fish bave been caught in a
geason by Chinamen.

8ax Lurs Opispo County, CALIPORNIA.—AL Port Harford, S8un Luis Obispo County, there
is a eolony of 8 Clinamen, 6'men and 2 women, and at San Simeon and other pluces there are
30 Chinamen engaged in collecting abalones, the shells of which they ship to San Francisce,
retaining the meat for shipment as food.

MONTEREY CoUNTY, CALIFORNIA.—There are two extensive colonies in Manterey County,
one at Pcegcadero, the other at Pnunta Alones. The colony at the former place, which is in the
northwest corner of Carmelo Bay, was established in 1868, and is composed of 40 persons, living
in eight houses. A considerable proportion of these are fishermen. The others attend to Lounse-
work and to Jdrying and preparing the fish, They use boats built by themselves, obtaining at
Soqguel anchovies for bait.

Spaniards, who never fisl, are hired to cart the fish from the boats to the drying shores aud,
again, when dry and prepared, to the point of shipment.

The colony at PPanta Alones, which is & mile and a half west of Monterey, settled there in
1864 and eonsists of 25 fishermen. This is a somewhat larger colony than the one at Pescadero.
SBome of the women here go lishing with the men. Others stay at home and dress the figsh, which
operation is aided by a heavy hatchet-like knife. One of the Chinamen at Punta Alones is an
American citizen and speaks Huglish well.  Others have been hotel cooks. This colony compares
favorabiy with any other on the coast. They ship daily to San Francisco, in fine weather, from
200 to 800 pounds of tish. The members of this colony, as well as those at Pescadero, dry and
slip to China an unknown quantity of abalone meat and sell the shells, At certain seasons they
also dry many tons of different devil-fish, squids, &e,

BanTa CrRUZ CoUNTY, CALIFORNIA.—Between Soquel and Aptos, Santa Cruz County, is 2
large colony of Chinese. There are about 50 of them, all men and all engaged in fishing. They ship
to San Francisco and to San José ditect, especially in summer. Those not 8o shipped are sent
to Sogquel, whenco they are taken to San Francisco by steamer. The Soquel fishermen make great
complaint of the violation of the fish laws by the Chinese, ns the Iatter use fine-meshed seines am_i
take large quantities of young flounders and shad, which are never returned to the water, the
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Chinese caring nothing for the foture fisheries, These fish are either salted and dried, or are left
to spoil on the beach, The waste is said to be ¢noraons,

Sax MATEO AND SAN FRANCIECO COUNTIBS, CALIFORNIA.—Iu the town of San Mateo is a
company of 7 Chinamen., They fish with seines and ship their tish e San Fraucisco or peddle
them fresh in the neighborbood.

In San Franeisco County the Chinese fishermen devote their attention to eatehing shrimp
with purse nets. With the sghrimp small fish of other species are taken and afterwards salted and
dried. At Bay View there is a Chinese colony conxsisting of abeut 24 men, who, with a hundred
seines and eleven junks, are engaged in shrimping. There is another eolony of 10 Chinamen 2
miles farther south. The Chinamen arrange the large shrimp, after removing the carapace, on
two sticks of cane placed parallel to ench other; these sticks passing through the flesh of the
shrimp. These they sell for 30 cents per pound. Others are sold with tlhie carapace and legs
removed, simply as meats. The total eateh-of shrimp and prawn for this county is estimated at
30,000 paands. .

In former years the Chinamen in Sap Francisco County were accustomed to eat shark fins,
hoth tresh and dried, which were by them esteemed n great delicacy. The eatire buasiness of
shrimping was then in the hands of the Chinese, Their operations extended frow Mare Island to
Angel Island, Thoe buik of the shrimp canght by the Chinese with their fine-meshed nets was
shipped to China in sacks. Large quantities of shrimp were sold also to oyster dealers in SBan
franciseo who, after boiling them, would set them before their customers whilst waiting for oysters,
thus to temporarily satisfy their appetites. The shells of the shrimp were shipped by Chinamen
to China, who paid to the owners of their fishing-gronnds a tax of from 50 cents to $1 & montl.
They alse used to catch sturgeon, from whose backbone they would pull with a hook the inside
nerve; this, which resembles a piece of macaroni and is nearly 3 feet long, is dried and shipped to
China as a rare tid-bit for the ¢picures.

In 1876 the Italian Fishermen's Union of 8an Franciseo addressed a letter to one of the State
Renators, the main object of whicl was to direct attention to the ruinors inethods employed in fishing
by the Chinese, their total disregard of the size of the fish they canght, and their waste of all the
sturgeon they took, excepting the one nerve in the Tack above referred to. They fished 50 exces-
sively that often they would ship to China as much as 12,000 worth of shrimp and dried fish per
month. The Italians, thersfore, asked thafi the Ohinese fishermen be compelled to adopt a systemn
less destrmctive,

ALAMEDA CoUNTY, CALIFORNIA.-—In Alameda County there were established in 1870 Chinese
fishing colonies which are now deserted. These fisheries were prineipally for the eapture of snelt
and herring from the wharf, which they carried on by the aid of very fine square nets, from which
not even the very gmallest minnows conld escape. They would drop their net about every twenty
minutes; when hauled up, a boat would be pushed out under the net, and the contents of the net
damped into the boat. Thousauds were thus taken every day,

MARIN CoUnty, CALIFORNIA.—Near Point San Pedro, Marin County, there are two colonies
of Ghinése, numbering in all about 112 persons, who fish for shrimp. 7These they ship to San
Francisco, after having dried them on the hill sides and thresbed them, in Chinese styte, in order
to separate the hull from the meat.

As will bave been noticed, the peculiarity in the eonstruction of the nets used by the Chinamen
is that the meshes are extremely fine, the end in view being the capinre of all fish, large amd small,
young and old; and many complaints have been made regarding their use of this style of net,

especially by the fishermen at Soguel, Banta Cruz County.
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AVARICE OF CUHINESE FISHERMEN.—With a view to illustrate the extreme avarice of the
Chinese fishermen, ag shown by their exelasive use of very fine-meshed nets, it may be stated here
that the Mexican Governmeut has found it necessary to station a consul at San Diego who is
instrueted to charge every boab coming in searcl: of abaltones $60 per annum, their depredations .
in tliis fishery having been so extensive as to almost cxterminate the species.

SURY-FIRHING.—The peculiar method of surf-fishing at Ponta Alones and Peseadero in vogue
amongst the Chinamen is one entirely thknown to Ameriean fishermen, and is described by Pro-
fessor Jordan, as follows: #At Punta Alones and Peseadero the Chinese fishermen earry on a
fishery for the capture of surf-fish [ Embiotoca lateralis, Damalichthys vacea, &e.], and their methods,
being characteristically orviental, are of much interest to a stranger. The gill-nets are placed
among the keip-covered rocks, not fur from shore, and the boat goes around among the nets to
frighten the fish into them. The old man plies the oar, senlling the boat.  The young man stands
in the bow, with a long pole, which he throws inte the water at such an angle that it returns to
him. The woman sits in the middle of the boat, with the baby strapped on her back., She is
armed with two drum-sticks, with which she keeps up an infernal racket by bammerivg on the
seat in front of her. This is supposed to frighten the fish so that {key frantically plunge into the
nets. Oceasionally this is varied by the woman taking the oar and the old man the drum-uticks.”

.SHRIMP AND ABALONE FIRHERIES—The principal fishing indusiries engaged in by the
Chinese are the capture and preparation of shtimps and abalones. The greater part of the shrimp
are dried, threshed, and sent to inarket. The hulls are shipped to China and sold at $20 » ton for
manure. They are considered by the Chinese to be an exeellent fertilizer,

A minor occupation of the Ohinese is that of collecting seaweed.

A colony of Chinamen, numbering perhaps twenty-five mep, is loeated at San Pablo, near the
mouth of the Sacramento River, on the bay southwest of S8an Pablo. They are engaged in ghrimp
fishing, their methods being the same as those employed by the Chinamen about San Francisco.

FISHERMEN’S HOUSES,—The Louses of the Chinese colony at Roseville, San Diego, number
about ten. The-y'are low, unpainted, dirty-looking buildings, and are sarrounded by hen-voops,
whose occapants are fed, to a great estent, upon the small fish whicl the Chinese capture in their
fine-meshed seines. _

CHARACTRRISTION OF CALIFORNIAN CHINESE.—1t is noteworthy that the Chinese, perhaps
in mistriel of their own race, never congign their fish to Qhinese dealers in the cities, preferring
to trausact business with the Americans.

A writer in the San Franciseo Weekly Bulletin of January 27, 1871, says of the Ohinese fish-
ermen of California:

“The Chinese fisherman in China is very different from the Chinese fisherman of California
and far above him in equipments, habits, and scale of work, Confident of his seamanship and skill
he dasheg around in his lateen-sailed junk in & reckless manner, and in hours of reereation indulges
hig fondness for gambling, while the latter tugs painfully at the oar and finds his brother fisher-
men too poer to gamble with im. The Chinaman ie a good sailor in his native craft, but in other
vessels, when difficult dutées are to be performed, needs some one to direet him constantly.

“On the southern bank, at the entrance of the San Antonio Oreek, is a small Chinese seftle-
ment, consisting of some dozen wooden houses, called China Point. The shores of the creek are
covered with smelt and herring, drying in the sun preparatory to being compressed into compact
bales to be shipped away; the nets, patched and old, are lying around everywhere drying in the
auin, and the whole is dirty, filthy, and ill-smelling.

“The fisherman's boat is a long, unwieldy, olumsﬂy-eonstmeted craft, with heavy, ill-shaped
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oars. They are not shipped in double rowlocks after the American method, but work on a single
pin which passes through the loom of the oar. With the nets piled np in the stern, and the crew
at their places, the cockswain, using a large steering.oar, guides the boat to the long flats of the
Oakland and Alameda shores, the prineipal fishing grounds, where the shoals of smelt and her-
ring, which abound here at high water, are encircled by the pets. Stationary nets and seines are
algo used—one to lay all night, or for some hoars, und the other for immediate and active work.
At sunset, after drawing the nets, they row home and spread the cafch on the shore, ready for
the next day’s drying. The journey home is accompanied by a song, if the catch has been a large
one, or only a grunt, if poor.

¢ The ghores of Islay Creek are the choice of tlie Chinese fishermen who live on the San Fran-
cisco wide of the bay. Clams, smelt, and shrimp constitede their cateh at low tide, and their man-
ner of procuring the former is extremely remarkable. Either a long plank or ten square pieces of
wood are placed under the feet, and nsing then in the same manner as snow-shoes the fiksherman
luakes very fair time over the mud. His basket or light boat is pushed along to receive the shell-
fish as he picks them np, and before the tide has quit falling his shrimp-net doees good service,
Their cabins border on the ereck, and have the sawe characteristics, thongb perhaps on a larger
scale, as their fellows at the entranee to the San Antonio. Bat in addition to préeparing fish for
trausportation te China, they supply, in a great measure, the market jn the Clhinese quarter, but
their fishing ground has not ihe same size or quality of smelt that are found over the flats on the
olher side,”* .

CHINESE IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY.—In Washington Territory there arve thirty-three
Chinsmen engaged iv fishing. About Cape Ilatiery and Quartermaster's Harbor there are
twelve; near Port Madison there are fifteen engaged in drying fish. They also buy from the
Tudians. Especial value is set npon Sounders, but salinon are beld by them in swall esteem. At
Port Gamble and Lundlow there are siz Chinamen who oecupy their time in fishing from the
wharves. They catch a large gquantity of dogfish.

CHINESE IN THE SALMON CANNERIES OF OREGON.—On the Columbia River, Oregon, as many
as three thousand Chinamen are engaged in the salmon canbories,

After the salmon have been thrown inte a besp on the wharf, the Chinamen cut off the heads,
tails, and fins, and remove the viscera. Some Chinamen become s0 expert at this branch of the
work that they can thus clean 1,700 fish per day. After the fish kave been washed and cat into
sections they are split inio three pieces by the Chinamen, one piece being large enongh to fill a
can, the others smaller. These fragwenis are placed on tables, &t which the Chinamen stand
ready to pack them. Other Chinamen put on the covers, while yet others solder them, where this
operation is not done by machinery.

The Chinese thus do the bulk of the work at the salmon canneries, The supervisors, foremen,
and bookkeepers are, however, white men. The fish-cutters, if expert, receive from $40 to $45 per
month. The majority receive $1 per day of eleven hours, and work as required; that is, leaving

* WORSE THAN SBa-Lions—Our legislature haa attempted to protect the aulmen in our rivera by repealing the
law protecting seals. It isseserted that the ssals destroy the salmon which come down annually from the Bpper rivers
1o salt water, This may be true, but opinions are conflicting. However that may b, there is an enemy to the salmon
far more dangerous than the round.eyed seal and that is the buey Chinaman. Only a few days a'l'nca we witched
the madus eperandi of catching fish in our Ban Joaquin. Two Chiness janks, or schooners, appeared in the river, each
holding an end of a remarkably fine net. The schooners then separate and swesp the waters with the net to tha shore.
Fish of all sizes are thus caught, and none, not the smallest Rglmon trout, ave ever returned to the water. Tlose too
small for market are thrown on the shore or fed to poultry. It is said by those familiar with the Chinaman’s wode of
fishiug that these fine nets leave no young salmon behind, and arc fur greater enemiea to their propagsation than

soals,~F Antiooh Ledger, Californis, July 6, 1876.
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add coming at any hour that may be set, time daring which they are actually at work alone being
counted. No other race of people could work at such rates and apou such terms as these, aud in
the present state of things bnt for Chinese labor the eanneries must needs be closed. They come
in April and leave in August, and very few return. They are employed directly and without the
aid of any agent. The Chinese, as a mule, work very faithfnlly. They are never engaged in any
drunken riot, and their work is uniform.  On the other hand, they are not devoted to their
employers.  1f dissatisfied, *they are the hardest elass in the world to manage.” They would
“use g kaife for two cents.” I their pay should exceed a day’s indebtedness, they would very
probably resort to foul, mean work. They are inveterate gamblers, and their wages, as earned,
go from one to another Lo pay their gaming debts. A Chinaman dare not fish in the Columbia, it
being an understood thing that he would die for his sport. They are only tolerated because they
will work for such low wages, Jhach cannery employs from one bundred to two hundred Chinamen,

27, MISCELLANEOUS FISHERMEN OF THE PACIFIC COAST.

There are fifty Slavonians on the Pacifie coast of the United States, employed as fishermen.
They all live in San Franciseo.

In Los Angeles County, California, there is one Chilian fisherman. In the same county one
Irisliman is engaged in fishing.

In Banta Cruz County, at Soquel, there are four German fishermen,

At New Tacoma, Washington Territory, there is one negro fishernan.

28. THE ARCTIC WHALEMEN OF SAN FRANCISCO.

Professor Jordan says, concerning the men on the Arectic whaling fleet, that the crews of all
the vessels, whether owned Fast or on the Pacific coast, are made up in S8an Ifrancisco. The offi-
cars are usually American, but there are very few American foremast hands. When an Ameriean
ships hefore the mast, he seldow stays there long; he either gets aft or leaves disgusted. Portu-
guese, Scandinavians, and Germans form the balk of the crew, and are all very hardy, and like
the business. Now and then an Irishman is inveigled into the service by the boarding-honse

keepers; but Irishmen are never at home cn a whaler.

29. THE FISHERMEN OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER.

There are upwards of 2,300 men engaged in salmon fishing on the Lower Columbia; about
Lhall of thew in Astoria, the rest at the other cannery towns. A few of them, not ene-tenth, live
permanently in the towns where employed ; the rest come from the interior, from San Franeisco,
and from the crews of various vessels along the coast. They come to the Columbia in April and
jeave in Augnst, perhaps not balf of them returning the next year. Some of them, especially
Reandinavians, own small farms in the interior of Oregon and Washingtor, Many of the Italians
and Greeks fish in San Franaiseo Bay when not upon the Columbia.

As to nationalities, exact information is unattainable. Looking over various lists of names and
making inquiries indicate the preponderance of Scandinavians and Italians, with Greeks, French,
Finns, Irish, and a few Americans, No Chinamen are employed in this fishery, though they work
in the canneries. There are very few Indian fishermen on the Lower Columbia, none of them of

pure blood.
About one-third of the men are murried, and two-thirds of these, chiefly Scandinavians and
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Finns, lead sober, industrious lives; the rest are, a8 a whole, n reckless and improvident set of
men, spending their money as fast as earned upoen drink and prostitates. The proprietor of a “dive”
in Astoria s said to bave begun s short fime zince with nothing, and to be now worth $30,000, his
establishment being eliefly freqnented by fishermpen. Many have nol enough left at the end of the
season fo pay their debts aud to get away. Many of them, therefore, leave their debts anpaid.

Most of the men board in various establislinents fitted vp as fisbermen’s boarding-houses,
These ure of many grades, the usual rate being 85 per week.

The few fishermen who can read peruse chiefly the Police Gazetic and similar publicatious,
the gale of which on the Pacific coast is far greater in proportion than ou the Atlantic.

30. THE INDIAR FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COARBT.

There are at present no Indian fishermen employed on the eoast of California, although certain
tribes living inland, for instance the MeCloud Indians, depeud largely upen the fisheries for support.

Jordan has cbsgerved that W earlier fimes, before the settlement of California by white men,
the Indians of the ceast must bave subsisted on fish to a very large extent.  Spines of sharks and
rays are found among the Indian remaius on the Santa Barbara Islands, @and some are thought to
have been used for fish-hooks, Fish-bones are tound in the refuse heaps of kitchen leuvings on
Santa Cruz Islands, where the inbabitants must hiave lived chiefly on fishes and mollusks. The
Santa Barbara Islands give evidence of having been ence densely populated. Scarcely anything
eatable now grows above tide marks.

At the present time the Indian fishermen on the Pacific coast are all seated in Washington
Territory and Oregon. There are about 380 of them scattered in groups throughout those regions.
Two hundred Indians are employed in the Oregon salmon fishery.

At New Tacoma, Wash,, are twenty ludians engaged in fishing for dog-fish, the oil of which
is rendered chiefly in Lettles.

At Steilacoom are about twenty Indians (Siwashes). They do not, fo any extent, sell their {ish,
bt reserve them for their own consumption.

Near Seattle are thirty Indians who fish chiefly for salmon-tront (Salvelinus), of which they
bring boat-loads almost daily into the town.

Twenty Indian fishermen have been recorded frem Port Madison.

In the northeast part of the sound, ai Utsaladdy, are twenty Indians engaged in salmon and
dog-fish fishing. ‘

Ten Indian fishermen live at Muckilteo.

At Port Gamble are twenty Indians (Siwashes) engaged in fishing for dog fish, and other small
sharke. The oil is rendered by putting the livers into wooden troughs, inte which hot stones are
thrown ; finally the oil is drained off.

Near New Dungeness, on the way toward Cape Flattery, are some ten Indiaus engaged in
fishing for dog-fish.

At Neah Bay there is a considerable reservation of about twenty Indians, who are exclosively

engaged in fishing and sealing.

81, THE M'CLOUD BIVER INDIANS OF CALIFORNIA.

Concerning the McCloud River Indiaus, whe are emphlatically a race of fishermen, Mr. Liv-
ingston Stone, of the United States Fish Commission, writes as follows:
4 The Indians themselves are a good-featared, hardy, but indolent race. 1{ound them always
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pleasant, genial, and seciable, thougl, like other lndians, very seusitive when their pride was
wounded. They at first adopted the plan of ordering all white men out of their country, and were
the last of the Calitornin Indiang to yield to the encroachments of eivilization. Even now they
are not slow Lo say to the white stranger, <These are my lands; and ‘These are iy salmon’; but
the stern conseguences of conflier with the whites have tawght them fo abstain from any violent
indication of their rights. They still always revenge a wrong ivflieted on tbem Dby their own
people, and desm it o duty to avenge the murder of one of their kindred, but I think they aro a well-
disposed race by nature, and bave no malice natuwrally in their hearts toward any one, and will
not jare any one who does ot first njure them. Every ome told me, Letore my arrival and
daring my stay on the McCloud, thut the ludiang wonlil steal everything that they counld lny their
hands on. T am glad ihat this opportunity is afforded me of bearing testimony to the contrary,
which 1 wish to do very emphatically, 1 wonld trust the Me{Moud Indians with anything, We
wsedl 1o feave our things every day around the honse, and evea down oo the viver-bank, for weeks
togother, where the Tndians conld have stolen them with perfoct gafery, and where they wounld not
Iave remained ten minntes in o white wan’s seftlement, avd yer [ do not kaow of o single instanee
of theft of the smallest thing on theiv part, during all our stay of' two months among them. On
the contrary, in one mstance, au Indian traveled six wiles one hol day to return me a wateh-guard,
whieh he foand in the pocket of 4 garment which T sold him, and which he might Lave kept. with
pertect impunity.  And on another occasion, ont the arrival of some gold coin, when [ had reason
to expect an attack from white men, 1 gave the gold to one of my Indians, and told him that 1
depeuded on Lhiwm fo protect that and me till morning. 1 slept sonndly, amd the vext morning the
faithfol Indian handed me the gold jost as I gave it to bim. ] wish on these accounts to he very
emphitic in saying that the eharges against these Indians of being o race of thievey, are untroe
and unjust.

“With all rtheir good traits, however, murder did not seem to have the obnoxious character
that it has among more culightened people.  Almost every McClond Indian we mes bad killed ove
or more men, white or red, in the course of his life, but it was nsually becanse {hey were goaded
to it by ungovernable jealousy or revenge. It was pot from motives of gain or causeless malice.

“The MeCloud Tmlians live and sleep in the open air in the summer. In the rainy season
they build wigwams or hats of driftwood and dry logs, which they inhabit pretty comfortably
throngl the winter.  In the summer and fall they live mainly on thé salmon and tront which they
spear.  In the winter they live on the salmon which they eateh and dry in the full, and on acorus,
which they gather in great quantities in the woods. They hant with bows and arrows, with which
they occasionally kill @ bear, thougl a few of the more enterprising have riles.  They trap a very
little, but the galmon of the river are so abundant that they are not obliged to resort to hunting
and trapping at all, and do not do much of either,

£ 1 have written this long aceownt of the MeGlond River Indians partly becaunse their presence
here is so singularly conmected with the abundance of ihe salmon in the Sacramentio Biver. Had
white men come here, and required the salmon for food, this main artery of the supply system of
the river wonlkl tave been stopped; or had white men ecome and engaged in mining, ag they have
dene on the Yuba and on the Feather anid American Rivers, the spawning-beds would have been
eovered with mud and rained, as jo those vivers, and in less than three years the salmon supply
of the Sacramento wonld have shown a vast decrease.  The presence of the Indiaus, therefore, in so
{ar as it implies the absence of the whites, is the great protection of the supply of the Saeramento

salmon.”
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32, THE FISHERMEN OF TEE GREAT LAKES.

FROM NOTES BY LUDWIG KUMLIER.

NATIONALITIES. —Very maay nationalities are represented among the fishermen of the Great
Lakes, nor is the diversity of origin confined to the fishermen aloune, for many of the owners and
managers of the fisherics ure of foreign birth. Nexi to the native Americans, Germans and Cana-
dian-French predominate, The Seandinavian pations are also well represented.  In some localities,
particalarly at the west end of Lake Superior and in the vicinity of Sault de Ste, Marie, the Straits
of Mackinae, and SBaginaw Bay, many pure and half-breed Indians are employed. At SBault de
Ste. Marie, Indians are the principal fisherinen.  In the wajority of the towns the nationalities are
very mueh mixed. A catalogne would include Americans, English, French, Germang, Norwegiang,
Swedes, Russiaus, Poles, Belgians, Swiss, Duteh, 1rish, and Indians. AT the east c¢nd of Lake
Ountario, however, all are either Americans or Canadian-French. In Green Bay the Swedes and
Norwegians are said to be e most snecessfal fishermen.  'With the Indians fishing is, of conrse,
an hereditury profession, hunded down from falher 1o son,  The western portion of the lake
region has beeu su recently settled, and by so many different ¢lasses and nationalities, that it is
highly probable fhat the fathers and gravdfathers of the majority of tlie present fishermen were
cugaged in other ocoupatious.  On the west shore of Lake Michigan, hpwever, especially Lotween
PPorte des Mortes and Manitowoe, among the French-Canadiang fishing is bereditary, The boys
begin to assist while yet mere clildren, and naturaily become expert hoatmen and skillful
fishermen. The fishermen at the east end of Lake Ontario, about Chanmont, Backett’s Harbor,
and Henderson Bay, are said to have come originally from Connectient, where they had been tish-
ermen, and were the first to introduce pound and trap nets,

HEALTH.—AS 2 class the fishermen are strong and robust, and well soited for their oceapation.
T'ishing is considered a healthful pursuit in all respects, and, aside from the disasters caused by
storms, conducive to longevity, Very many of the better elass of fishermen are married, and in
numerons instances favored with remarkably large families.

DISASTERE —The sudden and vielent storms which visit the lakes, particularly in fall, cause
maly serious disasters, resulting frequently in loss of life. The number of losses, however, is
smalier than one would suppose at first thought, for it must be taken ine consideration that the
fishermen are expert seamer, and canticus withal, and that as a rule their boats are stanch and
seaworthy. During the last decade only abont seventy-five from all the lake fowns have been
drowned. The heaviest losscs have oeenrred at Saint Josepl, near the head of Lake Michigan,
On the 29th of April, 1875, eleven boats were fishing far from shore, a light wind hlowing from
the northeast. Suddenly it veered to the northwest, aud a violent squall struck ihe fleet.  Some of
the boats were returning homeward with all eanvas up, and were unable to drop their sails hefora
the storm strnck them. Four went down, carrying with them eleven fishermen. Few of the fleet
reached shore in safety; some were driven upon the beach, many miles from their harbor, and
nearly all sustained some injury, besides the loss of nets, and sails and other parts of apparatug
and rigging. From 1869 to 1876 twenty-one lives were lost in all. Theso disasters, together with
the scarcity of fish and low prices, have disconraged many fishermen in this locality, and they have
left fishing to follow other oecupations. '

At Milwaukee as many as twenty fishermen have perished withiu 15 years. They were
accustomed to visit fishing grounds distant from fifteen to forty miles from shore, in boats, fre-
quently remaining two days and nights. The sudden storms oftentimes bewildered them, espeeially
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when ocenrring jn the duzkuess of night, and their boats were driven far ouf into the lake where
they vould not live, or were east npon a dangerous shore,

Fishermen are somctimes drowned in winter while fishing eu the ice, either through careless-
ness in approaching the holes which are made when retting and lanliog nets, or in venturesome
expeditions over ice (oo thin to bear their weight.,  Oue man perisbed 1hus near Baytfield, Lake
Saperfor, in 18378, and another in 1379 at the Gall Islands, at the entrance of Green Bay,

FisHING VILL.AGES.—Ad a large proportion of the fishermen live iu villages and cities whose
interest in the fisherics is of minor importance, they dwell in howses in nowise different from those
of the same class of wen engaged in other pursuits, partake of the same food and comport them-
selves in cssentially the same munner. In some loealities, however, tishing is the only important
indusiry, and in these places it is possible to trace sowme peculiarities in the clhiaracter sud sor-
ronundings of the fishermen., SBome such villages exist in Green Bay, particularly on the west
shore, north of Cedar River. The fishermen dwelling here, as a rule, are well fitted for their oceu-
pation, temperate and jndustriouns.  The gaing of muny, however, for the past five years, hitve been
hardly sulficient to support them, fish having been scaree and prices low. Their houses, which are
bharely eomfortable, are always Dbuilt near the fishery, ¢lose to the beaeh. A few have cleared
fields of eongiderable extent around their dwellings, but the majoriiy have titled only snfficient
fand on which to raise potatoes and some other vegetables, A few miles north of Menominee the
road lerminates northward, and the only communication by land between the villages ix by an
imperfeetly marked irail leading throngh au almosi impenetrable pine forest. Communieation
with the ovtside world ix carried on entirely by water. The Menominee dealers send boats along
the shore every day during the height of the season and gather up such fresh fish as the fisher-
nren may huve for sale.  They stop at every fisliery and the fishermen bring cut their fish in the
poand boats,  The fish are weighed and the dealers give receipts stating the munber of pounds,
Lhe kind, and price, and at the next trip bring the requisite amoont of money. At these times the
fisherwen send to town for whatever supplies they need, receiving them at the next visit of the
dealers’ boats,

At Green Bay City and the southern end of Green Bay generally, many fishermen are well-to-
do and several in very good efrcomstances.  Some others, as one might expect, on account, of the
variety of nationalities, are shiftless, and seem to have little tact in providing for their families.
Ib many cages their gains are sufficiently large to enable them to live well if they but used judg-
ment in expending them. Nearly all the fishermen are land-owners 4o some extent, several pos-
sessivg valuuble farms in addition to their fisheries.

At Two Rivers, situated on the west shore of Lake Michigan, on the Green Bay peninsula, the
fishing populution—nearly all French-Canadians—Ilive in one locality at the month of the two
rvivers, forming quite a colony, known in the vicinity as ¢ Canada” The men are apt to be
extravagant during profitable seasons, taking little thought for the future. It has been stated
that, us a cluss, the fishermen of this loeality were formerly quite intemperate, but recently #
decided iinprovement. hag tuken place in this respeet.

In the vieinity of the Straits of Mackinac the fishermen are of all grades, nationalities, and
eonditions.  The least industrious, perbaps, are the French gill-netters. Aboot twe-thirds of them
burely suceeed in gaining a livelihood. They sometimes allow their nets o remain in the water
for several weeke untonched, the fish canght in them becoming putrid, During seasons of plenty
tliese, us well as some in other localities, are apt to indulge in extravagant living and comparative
idleuess, returning when their means are expended, to activity and humble living,

The fishermen of Huron are generally considered a better class of men than the Lake Erie
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fisherien,  The twajority have entered the fishing business of a moature age and are less veekloss
and iprovident and more cnergetic and hardworking than in some other lecalities, Fishing i
not now prosecuted on Snnday as it formerly was in this vieinity,

OREDIT 8YsTEML—The system of credit, uutil recently in operation in many of the fishiog
towns, had a demoralizing eflect among the fishermen aml led o general finaneial disaster among
the gut-fitters.  li was customary for the capitalists to furnish the fishermen with outfits and
provisions on credit and take pay in the fish caoght. Thix system enconrnged the fisherinen
to contract large debts, and to live extravagontly, while they countinnully looked forward {o the
time when the capture of tabulous guantities of fish should relicve them of their indebieduess,
The out-fitters, on the other hand, discovered in the course of time Uit the valne of the fish canght,
way frequently less than that of the outfits they furnished, and while ont of ¢hurity for the fisher-
men, who were depsndent upon them, or for lack of the knowledge pecessary to establish a Detter
system, they continued to give unlimited credil, many became involved in financial difficulties
which resulted in utter ruin. At present, however, except in a few localities, dealers wilt not take
nneanght fish in security, and finunces are in @ betier condition.

FINANCIAL PROFITS.—If in alinost impoessible to gather any information in regard to too
tinancial profits of individnal fishermen, except of those who receive salarvies.  In many loealities
fishing is thonght to he becoming less and less profivable every year, while in others the profits are
considered to e larger than formerty. The opinions expressed, however, nre baged so kogely
upel the suecess or fuilnre of the individnals furnishing them, rather tian apon an average of the
profits of all the fisheries of any given locality, that they must be taken with allowance.  Move-
over, &0 few statements of the value of the lake fisheries Lave been published in past years that
there is nothing with which to compare the fignres obtained for the present report. It must be
ttie work of the next eensus to make snch comparisons and to determine whether the lake fisheries
are increasing or decreasing in importauce and profitableness.  More in regard to this sabjeet will
be found in the section of this feport which treats of the metheds of the fisheries.





