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LETTER OF TRANSMITTATL.

WasHINGTON, D. C., Marel 1, 1883,
Prof, SPENCER F. BAIRD,
U. 8. Comimissioner of Fish and Fisheries:

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith a geographical review of the fisheries of the
United States, including the fishery districts of the Atlantic, the Gulf, and the Pacific coasts, and
of the great lakes. This report has been prepared by the following-named census agents and
assistants of the United States Fish Commission: Dr. Tarleton 1. Bean, Mr. A. Howard Clark,
Capt. Joseph W. Collins, Mr. R. Edward Earll, Mr. Richard H. Edmonds, Mr. Ernest Ingersoll,
Prof. David 8. Jordan, Mr. Ludwig Kumlien, Col. Marshall Mc¢Donald, Mr. Frederick Mather,
Mr. Silas Stearns, Mr. Frederick W. True, and Mr. W. A, Wilcox. The manuscript of this volume
was prepared for the press by Mr, R, E. Earll, and has been printed under the editorial supervision
of Mr. A. Howard Clark.

This report constitutes Section IY of the Special Report on the Food Tishes and Fishery In-
dustries of the United States, prepared through the co-operation of the Commission of Fish and
Fisheries and the Superintendent of the Tenth Census. Section I, the Natural History of Useful
Aquatic Animals, has already been published.

The accompanying statistical statement gives a summary of the fisheries of the country in
1880. We find that the total number of persons actually employed in the fishery industries, either
as fishermen or in preparing the produets for market, was 131,426, of whom 101,684 were fisher-
men, and the remainder shoresmen. The fishing fleet consisted of 6,605 vessels (aggregating
208,297.82 tons) and 44,804 boats, and the total amount of capital invested was $37,953,349,
distributed as follows: Vessels, $9,357,282; boats, $2,465,393; minor apparatus and outfits,
$8,145,261 ; other capital, including shore property, 17,987,413.

The value of the fisheries of the sea, of the great rivers, and of the great lakes was $43,046,053,
and that of those in minor inland waters was $1,500,000; in all, $44,546,053. These values were
estimated upon the basis of the prices of the products received by the producers, and, if average
wholesale prices had been considered, the value would have been much greater.
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V1 LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

STATISTICS OF THE FISHERIES OI' THE UNITED STATES IN 1880.(a)

GRAXD TOTAL, !PEBSONS EMPLOYED.! APPARATUS AND CATPITAL.
States and torritories I’e;io_ns Capital in- | Valucof | Fisher- | Shores- Vesscls.
ployed. vestod, products. men. men. N ]
umber. | Tonnage. Value.
Number. Number. | Number.

The Upited States -c...c.eoouvans 131,426 | $37, 955,340 | $43, 046,053 | 101, 624 29, 742 .6, 605 | 208,297.82 | $9, 357, 282
Neow England states oo ooiviniiiioin 37,043 18, 937, 607 14,270,303 20, 838 7,205 2,006 | 113,602.59 | 4, 562,131
Middle states, exclusive of great lake fish-

2 Y O 14, 981 4, 426, 078 8, 676, 579 12, 584 2, 397 1,210 23, 566. 93 1, 382, (00
Sounthern Atlantic states. .. ... ... ... ..., 52,418 & 951,722 9, 602,737 38,774 13, 644 3,014 | 60,886.15 | 2,375,450
GUIS BEALES - vvmenneoemnennnnnceeaeeannnann 5,131 545, 584 1, 227, 544 4,382 749 197 | 3,009.86 308, 051
Pacific states and territories............. 16, 803 2, 748, 383 7,484,750 11,613 5,190 66 5,463.42 546, 450
Great ko8 . coccecicmnnroancaaroeaioaao. 5, 050 1, 3435, 975 1,784,050 4,493 557 62 1,768, 87 183, 200

1] Alabama. v e i 635 38, 200 118, 275 545 90 24 317.20 14, 585
2| Alaska.... 6,130 447, 000 2, 661, 640 6, €00 130 fereeerana.
3 | California 3, 094 1,139, 675 1, 860, 714 2, 089 1,005 535, 350
4 | Convecticut ..o ooeouiiiiiii il 3,131 1,421,620 1,456, 866 2, 585 546 514, 050
5| Delawars . ...ocueiioniiamceniaciioaianaans 1, 979 268, 231 097, 695 1, 662 317 51, 800
G| Florida «veevnvmennnre et caeiecanns 2,480 406, 117 043, 227 2,264 196 372,645
7 i Georgia. 809 78,770 119, 993 £09 90 450
8 | Illinois 206 83, 400 " 60,100 265 35 &, 500
g | Indiand . coivvcananans, 52 29, 360 24,740 43 i 2, 500
30§ Louwisiana. oo ool 1, 597 91, 621 392, 610 1, 300 297 20, 821
T1 ] MAIDG .o e aaanan 11, 071 3, 575, 904 3,614,178 8,110 2,961 U6 | 17,632.65 633, 542
12 | Maryland.... - 26,008 6, 342, 443 5,921,715 15,873 10, 135 1,450 | 43,500.00 | 1,750, 000
33 | MassachusettB. cervrererrrrrrncscenannan 20, 117 14, 334, 450 8 141,750 | 17,165 2, 952 1,054 | 83,232.17 | 3,171,189
3] Miehigon ool il 1,781 442, 605 716,170 1, 600 181 3¢ 914.42 98, 500
15} Minnesots couveeecncnnmcrcimracnaniacaa. 35 10,160 5, 200 30 S 1 33.59 5, 000
16 | Missiasippi oo ooooiiiaiiii o 186 8, 800 22, 540 110 {7 RS RN PO
17 | New Hampshire ..oooooiiiiiioini oo, 414 209, 465 176, 684 376 38 23 1,019.05 51, 500
18 | KewW JOrsoy.ccceccemrerenrnnverccrauarnnas 6,220 1, 492, 202 3, 176, 589 5, 659 561 590 | 10,445.80 545, 90C
19 | New York 7, 266 2, 620, 585 4, 880, 565 5, 650 1, 616 541 11, 582. 51 777, 600
20 5, 274 506, 561 815, 695 4,729 545 85 1,457.90 39, 000
21 1, 046 473, 800 518, 420 25 121 ¢ 359.51 38, 400
29 6, 535 | 1, 131, 350 o, 781, 024 2,795 4,040 |.oeoonenefinnnnn TN SO,
23 552 | 119, 810 320, 050 + 511 41 11 321.89 10, 500
24 | 2,810 596, 673 880, 015 1,602 708 02| 250277 191, 850
25 1, 605 66,275 212, 482 964 41 22 337.32 15, 000
26 €01 42, 400 128, 300 491 b3 {12 R ereceesumes teemreneener
ST VIrgima .o cee e iiieie i rve s 1%, BG4 1,914,119 3,124, 444 16, 051 2, 813 1,446 | 15,578.93 571, 000
28 ; Washington covvvniievnianionnaonanans T44 30, 358 181,372 729 15 7 216.62 11, 100
29 | Wisconsin 800 222, B40 253, 100 730 70 1 220,25 26, 700

a The value of flshery producta taken by unprofcssional fishermen in tho minor inland waters of tho United States is roughly estimated
at $1,500,000. It was impossibls during the fishery investigation 10 obtain detaile of this industry.



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. ' Vil

STATISTICS OF THE FISHERIES OF THE UNITED STATES IN 1880.

AFPPADATUS AND CAPITAL—continned. VALUE OF PRODUCTS BY FISITKRIES.
Boats. Valueo of | Other cap- X ' . . o Marine-
__i minor appa- | ital, inelud- General fish- Whale fish-! Seal fish- | Menhaden | Oyster fish- [Sponge fish- ealt in.
. ! ratug and ing shorfs eties. (b} ery. ery. fishery. ery. ery. dustry.
Number.| Value. ontfits. property.
!
44,804 | $2, 465,393 $8, 145, 261 $17, 687, 413 23, 405,018 | $2, 323, 943 : $2, 280, 813 | $2,116, 787 $13, 403, 852 $200, 750 | $303, 890
14,787 739,970 5,038,171 9,507,335 { 10,014,645 1 2,121,385 111, 851 539, 722 1,498,900 1.l 3, 890
8, 203 546, 647 674, 951 1,892,480 | 2,882,204 |.....eiaenen eemeeeeeool 1,961,385 4,532,900 | eeeeiine ],
13,331 640, 508 1,145, 8§78 4, 789, 886 2,217,707 408 feeeeiall 315, 680 7,068,852 I oo
1,252 50, 173 52, 823 134, 537 B 50 O 313, 200 200,750 [oooeo..ol.
5, 547 404, 695 467, 938 1,330,000 | 4,792,638 © 202,150 | 2,177,062 | ...oo..... 10,000 |ooenvenono| 302,000
1, 504 83, 400 766, 200 313,175 1,784,050 aeiiiiiaen. s U (R - -
119 16, 215 7, 000 6, 400 (T T . T R B, 1
3, 000 60, 000 7, 000 280, 000 564,640 500 | 2,006,500 2
853 01, 485 205, 840 307, 000 1,341,314 201, 630 15,750 3
1,173 73,585 475,535 457, 830 343, 887 32,048 111, 851 4
839 83, 227 70, 32 113,080 FOG, 029 | oean e e R 941 687, 725 5
1, 058 28, 508 30, 927 G5, 037 436, 527 15, 850 [
358 15,425 18,445 44,420 84,003 35, 000 7
101 2, 000 11, 900 61, 060 00,100 oo ienaneaefaaeaciine ectimee e e e IO 8
15 1, 630 20, 210 5,000 B2, 740§ e 9
165 4, 806 18, 000 54, 000 102,610 1. oo iiiaaaas S 200,000 fooaee e 10
5,920 245, 624 934, 503 1, 562, 225 3,576,678 | e 37,500 | 11
2, 825 186, 448 207,145 4, 108, 850 479,888 ' e e 11, 851 4,730,476 | ccneniniiifiiennans 12
6,740 351, 736 4,528,925 7, 282, 600 5,581,204 2,080,337 ...l 61,769 405,550 | ... .. 3,800 | 13
454 10, 345 272,920 60, 900 LATS {1 R SN FUSUE IO A
10 900 3,760 500 5,200 jienniiinenns O P A R
58 4, 600 1, 600 2, 600 12, 540 10, 000
211 7,780 60, 383 89, 800 b I[N :7 I AURURDS DR PR 6, 050
4,005 223, 963 232,339 490, 600 449, 673 |. JRR P 146, 286 2, 080, 625
8, 441 28D, €85 390, 200 L,ITL, 960 | 1,680,357 feeeeeeineneaficncannn, 1,114,158 1,577, 030
2,714 123,175 225, 436 118, 950 TE5, 287 60, 00
487 29, 830 253, 705 151,775 I8, 420 e e e 21
1,360 246, 600 213, 750 630,000 1 2,776,724 oo ool 4800 beo i e 22
156 13,972 40,538 55, 500 132,550 187,500 {.cme e iee s 23
7 61, 245 138, 733 204, 830 3u2, 241 221,748 836,925 | iiea e 24
501 9,790 25,885 15, 500 RRUANE: 2. 208 SRR P SO 20,000 | aeee il 25
167 15, 0600 4, 400 23, 000 SLOOD [ooeeiieenn it aneena]s L T O 26
6, 618 202, 720 560, 763 489, 636 602,230 |l 63, 829 2,218,876 Joemmrecmeaaifiiieaiaans 27
334 6, 610 8 648 4,000 109, 860 |. .- 61,412 ..., 10,000 |ooeeeeaanadivanaronn. 2
819 24, 975 145,165 26, 000 0 T L Y o S 29

b Includes fisheries for all food species except oystera.
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Since 1865 the fisheries have greatly increased in extent and value, chiefly due to improved
methods of preservation of products and means of transportation.

The fisheries of the New England States are the most important. They engage 37,043 men,
2,066 vessels, and 14,787 boats, and yield products to the value of $14,270,393. 1In this district the
principal fishing ports, in order of importance, are : Gloucester, Portland, Boston, Provincetown,
and New Bedford, the latter being the center of the whale fishery, New England was settled in
1620 by colonists chiefly from the western counties of England, who selected that.portion of the
coast on account of its peculiar fitness for the prosecution of the fisheries, and by the middle of
the seventeenth century there was a considerable fleet of ketches and snows engaged in the cod
fishery on the off-shore banks, where—especially on the banks of Newfoundland—France, Spain.
Portugal, and England already had a fleet of several hundred large vessels. Just before the war
of the Revolution New England had 665 vessels and 4,405 men employed in its fisheries.

Next to New England in importance are the South Atlantic States, employing 52,418 men,
3,014 vessels (the majority of which are small and engaged in the shore and bay fisheries), and
13,331 boats, and returning products to the value of $9,602,737.

Next are the Middle States, employingin the coast fisheries 14,981 men, 1,210 vessels, and 8,293
boats, with produets to the amount of $8,676,579.

Next are the Pacific States and Territories, with 16,803 men, 56 vessels, and 5,547 boats, with
products to the amount of $7,484,750. The fisheries of the great lakes employ 5,050 men, 62 vessels,
and 1,594 boats, with products to the amount of $1,784,050. The Gulf States employ 5,131 men,
197 vessels, and 1,252 boats, yielding products to the value of 81,227,544,

Forty-three distinet fisheries are recognized by American writers, each Dbeing carried on in a
special locality and with methods peculiar to itself. Among the most important of these are the
oyster fiskery, the off-shore cod fisliery, the whals fishery, the fur-scal fishery, the mackerel fishery,
the menhaden fishery, the halibut fishery, the antarctic seal and sea-elephant fishery, the west-coast
salmon fishery, the lobster fishery, the shad and alewife fisheries, the swordfish fishery, and the
clam fishery.

The off-shore fisheries are earried on by citizens of the New England and Middle Stafes, and
are prosecuted on the great oceanic banks extending from Nantucket to Labrador, and upon the
ledges and shoals between these and the coast.

The great purse-seine fisheries for mackerel and menhaden are carried on north of Cape
Hatteras, at distances from the shore varying from 1 mile to 150 miles. The fishing-grounds in
the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, formerly frequented by mapy hundreds of American vessels, have been
almost entirely abandoned since the introduction of the purse-seine, and in 1882 only one vessel
visited those waters, returning with about 200 barrels of mackerel. The oyster fishery is loeated
for the most part between Cape Hatteras and Cape Cod, chiefly in the great inland bays. In all
thie great rivers of the Atlantic coast are fisheries for the anadromous shad and the two species of
alewife. About the keys of Southern Florida is an extensive sponge fishery, and on the shoals of
the Gulf of Mexico the red-snapper and grouper fisheries are yearly increasing in value. The fur-
seal fishery is chiefly located upon the Pribylov islands of Alaska. A small fleet of vessels yearly
penetrates to the ice-bound islands of the Antarctic for seal-skins and sea-elephant oil. The whal-
ing fleets, with headquarters at New Bedford and San Francisco, frequent all oceans, the larger
vessels cruising chiefly in the North Pacific, while the smaller ones pursue their prey throughout
the Atlantic and South Pacific. The salmonfishery is secated upon the Columbia River and its trib-
utaries, though other rivers in Oregon and California produce large quantities of salmon, which is
extensively canned and exported. The most valnable prodncet of the great-lake fisheries is the
whitefish. The swordfish fishery of Southern New England, though employing but 40 vessels and
perhaps 160 men, produces 1,500,000 pounds weight annually.

The export of American fishery products is comparatively small, owing to the fact that the
demand for such prodnets for home consumption is really greater than the supply, and is constantly
on the increase. In 1880 the total value of exported fish products amounted to $5,744,580, of
which, according to custom-house records, England received $2,601,017. Of the quantity sent
to England, 81,596,007 was in canued preparations, and $363,700 in fresh oysters, the remainder
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being chiefly produacts of the whale fishery. In former years there was an cxtensive export trade
in dried cod with Spain and Portngal. Large qnantities of eanned salmon are sent to China,
Japan, and Australia.

At present no subsidies are allowed to fishermen, except that the duties on imported salt used
in the preparation of fish are remitted. This practice was Dbegun in 1866, at which time the old
bounty law was repealed.

The United States, with the intention of aiding its fishermen, has paid to Great Britain the
sam of 835,500,000 for the privilege of fishing in the Dritish provineial waters from 1873 to 1885.

Since 1871 the United Stateshasappropriated over one million dollars to be used by the United
States Fish Commission in behalf of the fishermen and fish consumers, and under tlie direction of
the Commissioner, Prof. Spencer I'. Baird, very important results have been accomplished. All
the State Governments, with the exception of six, have established State fish eommissions, and
most of these bave been liberally supported by grants of money.

The undeveloped fishery resonrces are very great. Many of the fishes and invertebrates
whieh in Earope are highly valued by the poorer e¢lasses are never used here. Ouly abont 150 of
the 1,500 species of fishes known to inhabit the waters of the United States are ordinarily found
in the markets.

Y ours, very respectfully,
G. BROWXN GOODE,
Special Agent Tenth Census, in charge of Fishery Investigation.
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THE COANST OF MAINE AND ITS FISHERIES.

By R. EDWARD EARILL.

ANALYSIS.

A —GENERAL REVIEW OF MAINE AXND 175 FISHERIES:
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of the fisheries of the State.
B.—Tur PASSAMAQUODDY DISTRICT:
2, General review of the fisberies of the
trict.
3. The fisheries of Calais, Robbinston,
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6, Lubee and its fisheries.
7. The fisheries of Trescott and Whiting.
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10. Jonesport and its fisheries,
11. Millbridge, Steuben, and otber towns in the
vicinity.
D.—THE FRENCHMAN’S BAaY DIsTRICT:
12, General review of the fisheries of the dis-
trict.
Gouldsboro’ and its fisheries.
Sullivan, Hancock, and Lamoine,
15. Mount Desert Island and its fisheries.
16. Trenton, Ellsworth, and Sarry.
E.—Tnr CAsTINE DISTRICT :
17. General review of the fisheries of the dis-
trict.
18. Blue Hill, Brooklin, and Swan’s Island.
19, Deer Island and its fisherics,
20. Tsle an Hant, Sedgwick, and Brooksville.
21, Castine and its fisheries,
22. Penobscot, Orland, and Bucksport.
F.—Tue BELrast DISIRICT
23, General review of the fisheries of the dis-
trict,
24. Belfast and adjacent towns,
25. Camden and its fisheries.
26. The Fox Islands.
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14.

G.—THE WALDOBORO' DISTRICT:
27. General review of the fisheries of the dis-
triet.
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32, Monhegan Island and its fisheries.
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WISCASSET DISTRICT:
34. General review of the fisheries of the dis-
triet.
35. New Castle and Edgecomb.
36. Bocth Bay and its fisheries.
Southport and its fisheries.
38, Wiscasset and Westport.
[.—Tur Bata DISTRICT:
39, General review of the fisheries of the dis-
trict.
! 10, Georgetown and its fsheries.
11. Bath and other less important fowns.
J.—Tue DISTRICT OF PORTLAND AND FALMOUTH :
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4G, General review of the fisheries of the dis-
| tricts.
i 47. Mr. Wilcox’s account of Scarbore’ Beach,
Pine Point, and Saco Bay.
48, Mr. Wilcox’s account of Biddeford ool aud
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. Mr. Wilcox’s account of the fisherics of Ken-
nebnnk and Kennebnnkport.
. Mr. Wileox’s description of the fisheries
between Wells and Kittery.

23
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PART T.
THE COAST OF MAINE AND ITS FISHERIES.

A.—GENERAL REVIEW OF MAINE AND ITS FISHERIES.

1. DESCRIPTIVE AND STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION OF THE FISHERIES OF
THE STATE.

LOCATION AND EARLY SETTLEMENT.—The State of Maine includes an area of 32,000 square
miles in the extreme northeastern corner of the United States. It is claimed that the region was
visited by the Northmen in the latter part of the tenth century. An attempt was made to settle a
colony on Neutral Island, on the Saint Oroix River, under a grant from the King of France, in 1604,
In 1613, French Jesuits established a mission at Mount Desert Island, but they were driven away
by the Eunglish the following year. About this time Capt. John Smith with a company of fisher-
men took possession of Monhegan Island, from which point he made visits to different portions of
the coast for the purpose of making maps of the region. In 1620 the territory was granted to
the Plymouth Company, and three years later the first permanent settlement within the pres-
ent limits of the State was established near the mouth of the Piscataqua River. From that
time onward the province grew in importance and many colonists were soon comfortably settled
within its borders. The eastern portion was for many years under the control of the French, who
made little effort to develop its resources, but the western part was from the first in the possession
of the English, and by 1650 a number of important settlements, some of them founded fifteen to
twenty years earlier, were scattered along its shores.

The Massachusetts colony obtained control of the region west of the Kennebec River in 1677:
pine years later its jurisdiction was extended to the Penobscot, and in 1691 all of the territory west
of the Saint Croix, as well as Nova Scotia, was transferred to it by the Provincial charter. The
treaty of 1783 ceded to Massachusetts all of Maine’s present territory, and she continued ber super-
intendence over it until 1820, when Maine becawe a separate State, at which time it had a population
of over 298,000. In 1860 the State had 628,279 inhabitants, the number increasing to 648,936 in
1880.

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE COAST.—(Geologically considered, the region is one of
peculiar interest. With unimportant exceptious, as at Perry on the Passamaquoddy and Rockland
on the Penobscot, the coast is one huge bed of metamorphic rocks, including granites, syenites,
and mica schists, These are everywhere scraped and grooved by huge glaciers which descended
from the northward and extended many miles into the sea, and which were of sufficient thickness
entirely to cover Mount Desert and of such weight as to plow out enormous valleys and ravines in
the hard granite floor. The principal furrows and ridges extend nearly north and south, the shore-

line being made up of a series of long rocky peninsulas separated by deep and narrow fjords, which
7



8 GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES.

give to Maine a peculiarly ragged aud vneven coast with hundreds of excellent harbors, in many of
which the largest vessels of the world can find sa‘fe anchorage. Beyond the headlands are scat.
tered innumerable rocky islands and sunken ledges having the same general trend as the penin-
sulas of the mainland. In addition to these we find large rocks and bowlders seattered over the
surface of the land and the occan bLottom, where they bave bLeen left by the receding glaciers.
Enormous quantities of these fragments are frequently piled together, many of the well-known
fishing banks, and even the famous George’s Shoals being, according to Prof. N, 8. Shaler, made
up of glacial depoxsits.

These sunken ledges and rocks are covered with marine animals, whick constitute the favorite
food of many of our most important food-fishes, and the loeality is a favorite resort of the cod,
haddock, hake, and other species known as “bottom feeders.”

The distance along the ocean shore of the State from Quoddy Head to the mouth of the Piscat-
aqua River is only 250 miles in a straight line, but, owing to the peculiar features already men-
tioned, Maine has 2,500 miles of sea-coast exclusive of the outlying islands. The rocky character
of the country forbids extensive agricultural interests, and the majority of those living along the
coast are necessarily dependent npon the various industries connected with the sea, such as ship-
building, the vessel-carrying trade, and the fisheries.

ORIGIN AND GROWTH OF THE FISHERIES.—With so extensive a coast-line and sach excellent
harbors for vessels and boats in the near vicinity of the more important fishing grounds, Maine
enjoys many advantages, not possessed by other States, for the prosecution of the fisheries, 1In fact
these advantages led to the settlement of the country, and for two and a half centuries continuously
the fisheries have been prosecuted by a large percentage of the pecple. Tor many years foreign
ships made annual visits to the coast to secure cargoes of cod, many of them bringing small colonies
which were left at some convenient harbor to continue the fishing during the absence of the vessel.
These began to build for themselves comfortable dwellings and to clear a limited amount of land
on which to raise products for their own tables. In this way were founded a number of important
settlements, which, in a few years, became quite independent of the Enropeans.” Their resources
being limited they found that the construction of large vessels was impractieable, and they there-
fore contented themselves with building small craft, ranging between 15 and 40 tons, in which
they visited the nearer fishing grounds, some of them venturing as far as Cashes’ and Jeffries’
banks, and the Seal Island ground.

This condition of affairs practically continued until the beginning of the present century, when
in some localities larger craft were built for engaging in the offshore fisheries, and by 1825 the
Maine fishermen, in common with those of Massachusetts, frequented Grand and Western banks,
the Magdalen islands, and Labrador. Between 1830 and 1870 the fisheries were péculiarly
important, nearly every coast town having its fleet of vessels in addition to a considerable number
of small boats. Occasional seasons during these years resulted disastrously, but the period was on
the whole a prosperous one, and in many localities the small vessels were replaced by larger and
better ones. From 1870 to 1879 the fisheries were less remunerative, and, owing to the unuosatisfae-
tory results, many of the vessels were fitted for the coasting trade, and others were allowed to
remain idle, so that the fishing fleet was reduced to less than three-fourths of its former size. Tho
crews soon turned their attention to other pursuits, or provided themselves with boats for prosecu-
tion of the shore fisheries. This decrease in the vessel fisheries was most noticeable in the smaller
towns. Another season of prosperity has just begun, but, though signs of renewed activity are
everywhere manifest, no considerable increase in the size of the fleet has yet ocenrred.

THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THE SEA FISHERIES.—During the season of 1880, 11,071 per-
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sons were actively engaged in the capture or preparation of fishery products. Of these, 3,630
belonged to the vessel fleet, 4,480 fished from small boats, aud the remaining 2,961 were employed
as shoresmen in preparing the products for the markets. In addition to these, 1,591 persous
were, according to Mr. C. G. Atkins, engaged in the river fisheries, making a total of 12,662 persons
directly dependent upon the fishery industries. Not less than 2,500 others were engaged in trans-
ferring the fish to the larger markets, in the manufacture of fishery apparatus, or in other depend-
ent industries, which brings the total for those directly and indirectly engaged in the fishery indus-
tries up to 15,000. A majority of these have families dependent upon them for support, and,
allowing for these, we find that fully 48,000 persous, equal to 73 per ceut. of the total population
of the State, are, to a greater or less extent, dependent upon the fisheries for a livelihood.

The total eapital invested in the various industries counected with the sea fisheries for the same
period was $3,375,994, of which $633,542 was in vessels and $245,624 in boats, the remaining
$2.496,828 representing the value of gear and outfit, shore-property, and floating capital.

During the year, the Maine fishermen landed 202,048,449 pounds of seu products, valued at
$1,790,849 as they came from the water. These products received an enhancement in value of
$1,823,329 in process of preparation, making them worth $3,614,178 when placed upon the market.
Of the entire catch of sea products, 42,548,008 pounds were sold fresh, 93,195,430 pounds were
used for drying, 39,690,615 pounds were pickled, 9,038,242 pounds were smoked, and 17,576,154
pounds were canned. .

The principal species taken were cod, herring, mackerel, hake, haddock, and lobsters; these
constituting seven-eighths of the entire catch. The following quantities of each of the above-
named species were secured: Cod, 56,004,325 pounds, valued at $650,753; herring, 34,695,192
pounds, valued at {including sardines) $1,043,722; mackerel, 31,694,455 poands, valued at $659,304;
hake, 24,447,730 pounds, valued at $278,336; haddock, 17,728,735 pounds, valued at $225,393; lob-
sters, 14,234,182 pounds, valued at $412,076.

The vessel fleet numbered 606 sail, aggregating 17,632.65 tons, valued at 81,413,361, including
apparatus and ontfit. It was divided into two elasses, the larger vessels being engaged in the
offshore, while the smaller were employed in the inshore fisheries. Of the offshore fleet, 94 engaged
in the offshore cod fisheries for a greater or less period. Some of them fished for cod during the
entire season, while others, after making one or two trips to the banks, joined the flcet engaged
in the mackerel fishery, bringing the total for this fishery up to 81 vessels, manned by 1,042 fish-
ermen. Four vessels were employed in the balibut fishery, and twenty-six fished for haddock
during the winter months. The smaller craft were in the shore fisheries, taking cod, herring,
mackerel, or lobsters, as might at the time seems most desirable. The cateh of the vessel fleet
reached 212,747 quintals of dry fish, worth $618,025, and 96,350 Darrels of pickled fish, worth
#510,052. In addition-to these, oil and sounds to the value of $109,119 were saved, making the
total value of the catch of the vessel fleet $1,359,376.

THE LOBSTER FISHERIES.—One thousand eight hundred and nine men, with capital to the
amount of $189,219, were engaged in the lobster fishery. The catch for the season amounted to
14,234,182 pounds, netting the fishermen $268,739. Of the entire catch, 9,494,284 pounds were
sold to the twenty-three canneries of the State. These furnished employment to 782 persons,
inclading smackmen, tinsmiths, and faetory hands. The product of the canneries amounted to
1,542,696 one-pound cans, 148,704 two-pound cans, and 139,801 cans of other kinds. The enhance-
ment in canning was $143,337, the total value of the canned products as placed upon the market
amounting to $238,280. A description of the lobster fishing and canuing interests will be found
in another part of this report.
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THE SARDINE INDUSTRY.—The sardine industry, which is now one of the most important
fishery industries of the State, began in a small way in 1875, since which time it has grown enor-
mously. In 1880 it farnished employment to 1,896 fishermen and factory hands, ineluding 372
belonging to New Brunswick. Eighteen canneries, valued at $89,500, were in operation, and
46,000 barrels of herring and 775 barrels of mackerel were put up. The product of the canneries
amounted to 7,550,868 cans of the various brands, in addition to 8,365 barrels of Russian sardines
and anchovies. The total value of the canned products amounted to $3817,654, £776,704 of this
amount representing the enhancement in process of preparation.

A full description of each of the more important fisheries in which the Maine fishermen are
interested will be found in another part of this report.

RECAPITULATION FOR 1880.—The following statements show in detail the extent of the
marine fishery interests of the State for 1880. The fresh-water fisheries will be considered in a

separate chapter by Mr. C. G. Atkins:

Summary statement of persons employed and capital invested.

Persovs employed. Number. Capital invested. Amount.
Number of vessel-fishermen .......ccoenriameni vauns 3,630 || Capital in vessels and boats. ..oveciimmriineaniinannan, $1, 552, 059
Nuamber of boat-fishermen ... __....... ... ... ... 4,480 || Capitalinnetsand traps. ... ... ... oLl 264, 800
Number of curers, packers, fitters, &C.....cecvverioionn. 894 | Other fixed and circulating capital...........c......iaield @, 562,235
Number of factory hands «....oovviiiinecinaenninaiinn, 2,067 B 3, 875, 994
Total co e i 11,071

a Other fixed and circulating capital.—Cash capital, $652,473 ; wharves, shorehouses, and fixtures, $417,925 ; factory buildings and apparatus
$401,837; total, $1,562,235.

Detailed statement of capital invested in vessels, boals, nets, and trops.

Value of | . ‘ |
Vessels and boats. No. | Tounnage. | Value. ﬁffg&;’{gﬁs‘f Y}%?St?f; %‘1’3‘2 Nets and traps. No. Value.
and nets. | |
Vessels. | Nets.

In food-fish fishery: Gill-neta: .
ACtive...ermnesnnnnns 529 | 15,367.64 | $550,867 | $110,568 | $406, 595 | $1, 158, 030 In vessel fishories... | 1,085 )  $30, 820
146 oaeaeee o] 32 110200 34,650 oo oeen.. 34, €50 In boat fisherfes .....| 3,520 | 42,280

In menhaden fishery. ... 5 320.98 20,000 |. 20,000 || Porse-seines:
Tn lobster fishery ........ 39| TTLO08| 2500 32,005 ||  Invessel flahories.... 127 66,750
In oyster fishery_........ 1 69.96 3,000 3,150 | In boat fisheries ... 1 300

Hanl-seines:
TOtAl eemennnensnnn. 606 | 17,632.65 | 633,542 111,168 | 503,125 | 1,247,835 | Tn hoat fisheries ... .| - 5. 440
s s ; H AR —" !
Boats. | Total cevennnnnnn.. 5,717 | 148,506
Tn veasel fisheries........ P U1 64,0850 \ioiiiiiiiiileaeaanns 64, 950 . Traps. F—— —
In shore fisheries ... ... 3,818 ............ 180, 674 ] 43,100 16, 400 240, 174 !u Weirs oeeeeoininans 182 2,502
X —- - - : FYKO8 veeeuecncrcacnnnnn 1,095 6, 360
T 5,920 |oeeen... 245, 624 £3,000 | 16,400 | 305,124 | o1 o 106,456 | 78,812
i A S
‘ | & i Total .............. 105,683 | 112,204
Detailed statement of the quantities and values of the products.
s i Pounds, Pounds Value as
Products specified. fresh. | prepar ed. Bulk. \ s0ld.
i
Grand TOEAL .o e e e e e i aamae s 202, 048,449 |.o oo oe e e e | $3,014,178
|

Tor food 16, 597, 300 |... 207, 965
For bait 17, 330, 000 |... 64, 988
For fertilizer 2,790, 000 6,575
TOLA] .ot iren et aaneieccinneaaeaene e en e aenieaes] 36,717,300 .o .ooe. e et reerei e e 279, 528
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Delailed statement of the quantitic

s and values of the producis—Continued.
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. ; Pounds Pounds, Value as
Products specified. frosh, preparod. Bulk. sold.
Lo PP 52,494, 325 | 18, 090, 352 $565, 325
Hake ........... 23, 597, 730 0, 788, 688 131, 098
Haddock B 9,917,776 | 8,526,320 |. 70, 841
POHOCK « coiniimireiaiarimnasisnnrasnscoscmassaaiancsoanaocacneinn: 5,220,000 ; 2,010, 0G0 36, 000
Lo 1, 965, 600 848, 720 20, 790
L S SN 93, 105, 430 | 34,268,080 |- <eeennermrnennnnenesnceaaennaens 824, 054
Pickled fish,
MACKOTE - .. oenin e e e e e eee e mee e 27,342,000 | 18,278,000 | 01,140 barrels.................| 524,055
Herring:
Ordinary ... 6,116, 250 | 4, 893, 000 24,465 harrels 73,305
2,703,625 | 1,673, 000 8,865 barrels. .. . ! 29, 078
1,747,100 | 1,035, 400 5,177 barrels.... - ooeeennnn. . 95, 885
) ) SRRSO 37,908,975 | 25,829,400 | 129,147 barTels.....cevuuerrnnnn. | 652,413
Smokod fish. T :
Herrving: !
OFQDATY ¢ o e e mneamananarases saceeeanennnemnsasmnsamannnsnmnns 3,751,042 { 2,710,778 | 318,915 BOKES «ovanemnnernnenns. ! 63,783
Bloaters ........ caeeen 2, 387,006 1,723,333 51,700 boxes . . P 36,190
Haddock (Finnan haddies) . ..o .. cveiiniiiiiiiaiiioaniiaianan 2,809,300 | 1,414,500 ..ot iereieiiiaanas 78,175
Total cevernirinnnenns S P 9,038,242 | 5,848,641 L. .o b 178, 148
Canned fish. |
Mackerel oo e ca e iiaeee it imaian e manree e 1,252,455 |l 814,668 cans cooeie i 96, 749
Herring (sardines) ......caeevunn PR e mtaveieeraeamaa s 6,496,375 foaeennoanon. - 7,500,084 CAD8 Leeitinvin i inn 772,176
MISCOIATEOWS - - aevnr rave vomeacenon cmme e eme e e e enan 21, 660 | 12,806 ARS8 ..o, 1,928
T 7770, 490 | L 8,327,748 CANS L .oe i, | 870, 853
i
B T YR 4,739,898 ... U 173,796
CADNEH « - oo e eee e et et v man e e e 0,494,284 | ... ... 11,831,901 can8 «enrenaneanann.. 238, 280
AL - ervemeneesemseeee e ne et eeae et aae e eeen e nnin e ns 18,280 182 [ e e ] 412,076
|
For food -.. 1,090, 810 ;... 168,081 bushels . ...... ... ] 38,178
For bait 1,781, G40 .. 178, 164 bushels==12,726 barrels .| 63, 630
Canned . 311, 380 [ 31,138 bushels==436 (28 cans. ..| 47,318
Totsl 3,189,830 |-ooeeninnne. 318,383 bushel8 ..oeeuees .one.. I 149,126
B T4 T O U ARSI SRR R 168,732 gallona ‘................! 67,492
SOUNMS «mvn et e eeae e teeear auaaecneaeccmanaam s nmnoan erererenaens 131,098 [ocinnnnnn i e aen ] 117, 988
Marine products used for FertilizeTs e ve. i vaee e iiierniniiiinreadoieeiaiaiii i e '3 25, 600
Eonhancement in value of seuthern oysters in transporting and i i
transplanting . ... oo iceiiiiciiei e i iie e s ansarcmaenamarnre e e fomieeans A | 37,500
Total ‘.i . } -t e temeetmnereeearanaanens veeuan ) 247, 980

B.—PASSAMAQUODDY DISTRICT.
2. GENERAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES OF THE DISTRICT.

ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE FISHERIES.—The Passamaquoddy customs district, ex-
tending from Calais to Cutler, is in many respects the most important fishing region in the State.
Though its general fisheries are limited and its vessel fleet is quite small, the shore fisheries are of
peculiar importance, and there are certain special industries which are either peculiar to the district
or in which its interests are more extensive than those of any other locality. The coast is peculiarly



12 GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES.

bold and rugged, and the waters, which are very deep, are greatly affected by tides and currents.
The district contains few villages of importance, the principal ones being Calais, Fastport, and
Lubec. Smaller settlements are found at various points where coves or harbors afford shelter and
anchorage for boats and small vessels.

The fisheries began with the settlement of the region, about 1780, and during the latter part of
the last century and tho first half of the present one they were of considerable importance, a large
fleet of vessels visiting the more distant fishing grounds for the capture of cod, mackerel, and other
species. Later, owing to various causes, the offshore fisheries were largely discontinued, and the
residents turned their attention to the shore fisheries, selling their large vessels and providing
themselves with smaller craft for engaging in the work. Even at the present time the offshore
banks are little frequented by these people, nine-tenths of all the fishermen being provided with
boats and small vessels for fishing alon g the shore.

IMPORTANCE OF THE HERRING FISHERIES.—The herring is the principal fish of the region,
and immense numbers are taken annually. Special industries depending on this fishery, as the
smoking of herring, the frozen herring trade, and the preparation of sardines, constitute the prin-
cipal business, and thousands of persons find employment either in catching the fish or in preparing
the various products. The shores are everywhere lined with brush weirs in which small herring
are extensively taken during the summer months, and in winter, when the weirs cannot be fished,
the most of the men are provided with nets, in which immense guantities of large fish are secured.

In the smoking of herring this district leads all others, and probably three-fourths of the herring
sinoked within the limits of the United States are prepared by the fishermen of Lubec and East-
port. The business began early in the present century, and continued to inerease till in 1865
between 400,000 and 500,000 boxes were smoked amnually at Lubec, and large numbers were put
up at other places. Since that time the quantity has gradually fallen off, and fewer herzing are
smoked now than for many years, though the dilapidated and weather-beaten smoke-houses every-
where present give nnmistakable evidence of the importance of the work in former times.

The frozen-herring trade originated at Newfoundland, and for some years it was confined
exclusively to that island. About fifteen years ago the first cargo was shipped from Eastport, and
the business has since that time grown to enormous proportions, the quantity shipped in the winter
of 1879-°80 reaching 28,000,000 fish, valued at $90,000. Though a majority of the fish are caught
by the Xew Brunswick fishermen, our own citizens are also engaged in the work and secure large
quantities during the season. The Passamaquoddy district is at present the only one within the
limits of the United States where herring are extensively frozen for shipment.

The sardine industry is of very recent origin, having been started in 1875. TUp to 1880 it was
confined exclusively to the village of Eastport, and though a few canneries are now operated else-
where this district still practically controls the industry for the entire country.

THE POLLOCK FISHERY.—In addition to its herring interests the Passamaquoddy district is
noted for its pollock fisheries. The most important pollock grounds in New England are within
its borders, and large numbers of these fish are secured annually by the hand-line fishermen, who
devote considerable attention to their capture (luring the summer months.



MAINE: PASSAMAQUODDY DISTRICT.

13

STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION FOR 1880.—The following statements show in detail the extent
of the various fishery interests of the Passamaquoddy district:

Suiamary stalement of persons employed and capital invesled.

FPersons employed.

Number of vessel-fishermen
Number of boat-fishermen -.......

Number of curers, packers, fitlers, &c
Number of factory hands .. ... ... ...

Total ......

{ Capital in vessels and boats

Capital invested.

Capital in nets and traps

Amount.

$117, 180
27, 806
0464, 250

609, 236

a Other fized and circulating eapital.—Cash capital, $324,125; wharves, shorehouser, and fixturcs, $46,625; factory buildings and apparatus,

$907,500; total, $161,250,

Drtailed statement of capital invesied in vessels, boats, nets, and traps.

‘ : { Value of | 5 i i
| . An. Vi i . i i
Vessclaand boats. | No. - Tommage. | Value, H°20 ;;“);’tls voﬂ&;“f‘ ;23:12 : Kets and traps, Ne. i Value.
| ; | and nets. | | i !
-y . | , g i ;|
Vessels. | 1 ; ! ‘ Nets. f i
In food-fish fishery: ! ; i i Gill-nets: . . ! _
ACHITO . eaee e o5, 650. 37 £30,975 ¢ $5,570 $13,455 | $54, 300 | In vessel fisheries. ...} 250 | $3, 750
i N N g Rt B
TA0u e ananernaanns ‘ 3 70.78 1,200 eeeenn e 1,000 «  Imboat fisheries...... 200 0 2,400
. ! H [ e 0T »3 . H
In lobster fishery ... . 1 22,88 500 | 10! 160 g7 | Lurec-seines: 5 |
; H In vessel fisheries.... 1 700
Total ............. —'__‘_.2; - 'Zg 03 i,___;:’ &7 iiiﬁ 3 5(i87_i Haul-seines- . ‘
Boats. : ; i : In hoat fisheries .. ... 60} 3000
In vesscl fisheries. ....... 90 e RS S 1 1, 833 Total . ..........§ 511 | 9, 830
In shore fisheries ....... 378 e 50, 515 5, 960 2, 006 58, 475 . Traps T
— ‘ LWl e cenas ! 67| 1580
Total ..ooouvenon, S e B2S0 L B000 20000 6010y e et Y oarm| som
i | | : : [— i —
| ‘ ! ; : Total ...ooooeene. 2,842 | 17,956
Detailed statement of the quantities and values of the products.
Pounds, ; Pound ! Val
. . ocunds 1 alue as
Products specified fresh. ! prepared. Bulk. | sold.
| i |
Gran@ 0tal . v evr o eooe e e e e e e e 31,515,588 |..oeeann. U SN i 41,081,715
| | s
B T UG R 4,188, 000 42, 567
Forbait........... 480, 000
For fertilizer. ...... 1, 800, 000
Total o iireeeraem e 6, 568, 0040
2,627, 625
2, 021, 760
806, 255
1, 460, 449 ;
52,000 |
7,068, 080 |
1,725,000 | 1,380, 000 6,900 DATTOIS . cvvoeeenanann. 20, 700
Russian sardines and anchovies. . - 2,703,625 | 1,673, 000 8, 365 barrels.. 29,078
Miscellaneous......... eresrmecerecncnnem amae areon 401, 100 267, 400 1,337 barreld..cceveveiinnaon.. 8, 635
TOLA] oo icnncnncaannccatare conmansnsoasanvannneannneennene] 4,520,725 | 3,320, 400 16, 602 DBITOIS . amceeernos vonnen 56, 463
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Detailed statement of the quantitics and valucs of the preducts—Continued.

. Pounds Pouunds, Value as
Products specificd. frosh. 1 prepared. Bulk. sold.
Smoked fish.
Herring:
OP@INATY -« - e e ea e e e e 2,716,000 | 1,962,310 | 230,860 boxes .o.ooooiioooo.. $46, 172
BIOALETS < vvevnrvamcnnnmannn et e re et e meemrm—a—anaann.. 1,987,000 | 1,490, 000 44,700 DOXOS o evmrnrecennnsannns 31, 280
Haddoek (Finnan haddies). .ooooveimimoiivnniiniiiiiiiiciiie e 492, 500 11,508 . o e i aicicimeeaaeaas 12, 000
Total ceo e e e cmeeiimre i 5,195,500 | 3, 663, 810 275,560 DOXE8 ¢ vvmnrrmnnncnnnnan B9, 462
Canned fish. | T
MACKOETE] e o e e e aame e e aamaeean e m e e e e amanaeanas 37,850 .oooioen.. 12,836 CANS. wenecnaeerananannen- 3, 985
HOTTINE (BATQIIES) - v eeencarem s eerannnmeascmemceeaeanerarane mnas 6,496,375 iuucnecennn. 7,500, 084 CANS. vearnneemvrnennnnan 772, 176
B PN 6,534,025 |.-oo ol | 7,512,420 CaN8. vrmeanceauanrananan. 776, 161
Lobsters. i
D =) SO g 351,348 |- eoeiinann.. e 12, 883
CBINEA < ererneneern comeensmrarasnssaenennnncnramennnrnetearesmanns 953,910 |eevmenonenn] 152, 5680aNB-trriveerrecaaanannn. 18, 793
B 7 S Y 1,805,258 | eaanneannns et ieteavcareererarcrmcrcer s 31, 676
Olams. |
Forfood coveervarciirneins cinerineianiaanns e 15,000 ool : 1,500 bushels .....ceeaaa. .l 525
Hiscellaneous. V!
Fish-oll .. it RO 27,503 gallons. ..o vl 11, 037
ST 1T e ammennns 11,232 1 .................................... 10, 109
Marine products nsed for fertilizers.....vomemeacevaeianianaaio. N [rusesssssesrmennnnio o neeaes 1, 000
T SRRSO NUURSNO OO l .................................... 22, 146

3. THE FISHERIES OF CALAIS, ROBBINSTON, AND PERRY.

CAvais.—Calais is a town of 6,000 inhabitants on the west bank of the Saint Croix River
about 30 miles above Eastport. It includes the city of Calais, the village of Milltown, and a scat-
tered settlement known as Red Bank. The resideunts of Calais and Milltown are engaged in the
manufacture and shipment of lumber, having extensive saw-mills and a large vessel fleet. Red
Bank is in the midst of an agricultural region, in the Jower part of the town, with granite quarries
aund plaster mills.

Having so extensive a water-line, the town has naturally a certain interest in the fisheries;
but, with the exception of a few lobsters and clams taken along the shore, the fishing is confined
largely to the capture of salmon (Salmo salar) and alewives (Pomolobus wernalis) in small weirs,
A few salt-water species are taken, chief among which is the herring (Clupea harenrgus), which is
used as a dressing for the land. The section is too far removed from the fishing-grounds of the
coast to have any boat-fisheries of note, though a few of the inhabitants go oecasionally to the outer
headlands to catch a supply of pollock (Pollackius carbonarius), hake (Phycis chuss and P. tenuis),
and cod (Gadus morrhug) for family use.

Prior to 1878 it is said that no fishing-vessels were owned in the town. At that time parties
bought small schooners and engaged in the Bay of Fundy eod and hake fisheries. At the present
time (1880) there are four vessels, of 25 to 50 tons each, fishing from the town, These employ
forty-three men during the fishing season, which lasts from April to December. One of the vessels
is sailing under British papers, and for this reason is omitted from the list of American fishing
vessels.

In 1879 there were cured at the city of Calais, where the vessels are owned, about 2,125
quintals of cod, 2,175 quintals of hake, 700 quintals of pollock, and 600 quintals of haddock
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(Melanogrammus eglefinus). In 1880 the catch will probably Le about 5,825 quintals, of which
50 per cent. will be hake, 25 per cent. cod, and the remainder, pollock and haddock, in about
equal quantities. About half of the fish are sent to Boston for exportation, and the rest are
sold to the conntry trade.

ROBBINSTON.—Robbinston is a town of 900 inhabitants on the west side of the Saint Croix
River, just opposite the village of Saint Andrews. It has two post-offices, one called Robbinston
and the other South Robbinston, but neither is a village of any size. At present little business
is done, though ship-building was formerly carried on in a small way.

The people are mostly farmers, but a few living along the river bank are engaged in weir-
fishing and lobstering, while men go occasionally in small open boats to the lower fishing-grounds
for pollock, cod, and herring. The catch is largely for home consumption, and is so small as to be
of little importance. No fishing-vessels are owned in the town,

There are ten weirs for the capture of herring, which are sold to the sardine cannery of Hart &
Balcome, built in the spring of 1880, and now employing about forty hands. The catch of these
weirs is considerably less than that of those a few miles further down the river, and beyond this
point the capture of herring as a business ceases to be profitable. Salmon are occasionally taken
with the herring.

PERRY.—The town of Perry, lying to the west of Saint Andrews Bay, and to the north of
Cobscook Bay, has about 1,450 inhabitants, mostly engaged in farming. Formerly a number of
the people were interested in the weir-fisheries, and many had large smoke-houses for curing their
cafch of herring. Now, however, but two weirs are fished in the town, and less than 2,000 boxes
of herring are smoked annually. No fishing-vessels are owned, and but few of the people interest
themselves in the fisheries. Ocecasionally, during the height of the season, a few men go for
pollock, selling their catch to Eastport dealers. These cannot be called professional fishermen, as
they spend a greater part of their time in farming, and do not average over twenty-five quintals
of pollock to the man during the season. There are two post-offices, called Perry and North Perry
respectively, but neither are villages of any note.

4, EASTPORT AND ITS FISHERIES.

ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE FISHERIES.—Eastport, the most easterly settlement in
the United States, is situated on a small, rocky island, lying between Cobscook Bay and the Passa-
maquoddy River. The island, formerly known as Moose Island, was first settled by traders about
1780, and was incorporated as a town under the present name in 1798. It soon became prominent
as a trading-post, and both foreign and American vessels resorted to the region in considerable
numbers. The place continued to grow in importance for many years, and in 1850 had a popula-
tion of 4,125, From that date, owing to various causes, its commercial interests gradually declined,
and, in 1875, the town had less than 3,500 inhabitants. About that time, the first successful exper-
iments were made in the preparation of herring as sardines, and as soon as it became certain
that the small fish could be utilized in this way, and that a market could be found for the prod-
ucts, large canneries were erected, and parties engaged extensively in the work. The industry
has since grown to enormous proportions, and to-day it constitntes the prineipal business of the
place, making it one of the liveliest settlements on the coast of Maine.

From its earliest settlement the people of Eastport have been largely dependent upon the fish-
eries. The location of the village at the western entrance to the Bay of Fundy, in the center of
a large fishing district, gave it a decided advantage as a market; and the abundance of rocks,
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which forbade any extensive agricultural interests, compelled its people, in common with those of
the adjoining British islands, to depend almost wholly upon the sea for their support. Its spacious
harbor warranted the inhabitants in investing largely in vessel property, and they soon built or
purchased quite a fleet of fishing schooners. These, in addition to the fleet owned at other points
in the district, depended chiefly upon Eastport for their supplies, and also found it a desirable
market for their catch,

THE MACKEREL FISHERY.—As ecarly as 1820, the merchants of the place were extensively
interested in the mackerel fisheries. In 1830 the business was at its height, when, according to
Mr. D. 1. Odell, there were fully forty sail of ¢ mackerelmen,” averaging 60 to 70 tons each, fitting
and selling at Eastport. These vessels carried a total of nearly 600 men. Mackerel of large size
were very abundant in the vicinity at this time, and, according to Mr. S, B. Hume, it was not
nncommou to catch individuals weighing npward of 2 pounds within a {few rods of the wharves;
while 100 dressed fish would often fill a barrel. From 700 to 1,000 harrels is said to have been an
average cateh for a vessel during the season.

In connection with the mackerel fishery, which did not begin till midsummer, most of the
vessels went to the outer banks or fished in the Bay of Fundy for cod, usnally landing 700 to 800
guintals each before the mackerel season opened.

THE LABRADOR COD FISHERY.—As early as 1820, a number of the vessels, after making a
short trip to some of the nearer grounds for cod, ¢ fitted” for Labrador to engage in the cod fish-
eries of that region. They usnally started in June and returned in September. By 1830 there
were from six to ten vessels engaged regularly in the Labrador fisheries. A few years later, this
branch of the fishery began to decline, and by 1855 it was wholly neglected.

THE TRADE WITH BOAT-FISHERMEN.—Seeing that both the mackerel and Labrador fisheries
were being abandoned, the merchants were obliged to turn their attention to the shore fisheries.
They soon began to cater to the trade with the local boat fishermen, and to that of the vessels
employed in the Bay of Fundy cod fisheries. A number of large curing stands were built, and a
considerable business was done in drying fish, the greater part of which were purchased from the
boat and vessel fishermen of the surrounding islands.

Then, as now, the bulk of the catch of the fishermen of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia was
consumed in the United States, and the duty levied on their imnportation not ouly seriously affected
the extent of these fisheries but also greatly reduced the value of the fish taken. As a result,
Eastport controlled to a considerable extent the catch of the Bay of Fundy, and most of the men
living within a convenient distance sold their fish either fiom “kench” or ¢from the knife;”
while others often landed dried fish on the island to be carried to Eastport in small quantities from
time to time, in order to avoid the payment of duties, With such intimate relations existing
between the Eastport fishermen and their foreign neighbors, it was very difficult to distingnish
between foreign and domestic products, and thousands of quintals of cod and other species were
anmally smuggled across the line. :

THE MAGDALEN ISLANDS HERRING FISHERY.—Before the decline of the mackerel fishery,
a number of vessels were sent to the Magdalen Islands in the early spring for herring, which they
salted and brought to Eastport and Lubec for smoking or pickling. This business began as early
as 1830, and continued to be important till 1868, since which time only an oceasional vessel has
been sent. In addition to the “Magdalen trade,” the shore herring fisheries were very extensive,
and next to Lubee, Eastport prepared the largest quantity of smoked herring of any town in the
United States.
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THE FISHERIES IN 1850.—Mr. M. H. Perley, in his Report of the Fisheries of New Bruns-
wick for 1850, gives seven firms, with a total capital of 833,500, engaged in the fish trade at East-
port. These, according to the same authority, employed 238 men; used 18,900 bushels of salt;
cured 18,000 quimtals of fish and 3,500 boxes of smoked herring; put up 12,000 barrels of pickled
herring, 300 barrels of mackerel, and 3,503 barrels of other fish (probably cod, haddock, and hake),
in addition to 450 barrels of oil and a quantity of canned goods, the whole having a value of
$85,800.

ORIGIN OF THE CANNING INDUSTRY.—Eastport claims the honor of putting up the first can
of hermetiecally sealed goods within the limits of the United States. The process originated with
the French, and was first employed on the American continent at Halifax, Nova Seotia, by Mr.
Charles Mitchell, of Aberdeen, Scotland, in 1840, About this time Mr. U. 8. Treat began experi-
menting in the same line at Eastport, and in 1843 Mr. Mitchell removed to Eastport and joined
bim in the work. It was here that lobsters were first canned. From this beginning the business
has developed to its present enormous proportions. There are now tbree lobster canneries at
Eastport, and two others a few miles distant, on British soil. The products of the three canueries
in 1880 amounted to nearly 136,000 one-pound and 5,000 two-pound cans. In addition to those
canned several hundred barrels of lobsters were shipped fresh to Portland and Boston.

THE EFFECT OF FREE TRADE WITH CANADA.—Eastport was seriously affected by the treaty
that admitted foreign fish free of duty, and from that time its fishing interests, owing to a tendency
of the New Brunswick fishermen to send their catch to the larger markets, gradually declined.
Many of the dealers soon gave up the business, while others removed elsewhere. The larger fishing-
vessels owned in the town were one after another sold from the district, and most of the fishermen
turped their attention to the boat fisheries, taking a considerable quantity of pollock, haddock,
hake, herring, and other species along the shore. Polloek and herring have long been move
abundant in this region than on any other portion of the entire coast.

THE FROZEN HERRING TRADE.—In the winter of 1854-°55 a Gloucester vessel secured a quan-
tity of frozen herring in Newfoundland, and carried them to Gloucester, fo be used as bait in the
George’s Bank cod fisheries. This was the beginning of a trade in frozeu herring which las since
assumed important proportions. In the winter of 186667 a vessel engaged in the business made
a trip to Eastport and obtained a full cargo of herring. The following year a number of vessels
visited the region for a similar purpose. From that time the business has rapidly increased, until
Eastport has come to control the frozen-herring trade of the United States. The fishing begins as
soon as the fish can be frozen, usually about the middle of November, and lasts until the weather
becomes “soft” in spring. TFrom the first the fishing has been quite important, and has gradoally
increased, until in the winter of 1879-°80 there were ninety-five cargoes, averaging 250,000 fish each,
in addition to 9,500 barrels of 450 fish each, shipped from the region, making a total of 28,000,000
herring, valued at $90,000. These were mostly taken by the fishermen of New Brunswick and
sold to American fishing-vessels, that earried them to Boston, New York, Gloucester, Portland,
and other places.

HaAppock sMOKING.—About 1868 Eastport parties began smoking baddock, and a number
have continued the work to the present time. The height of this business was in 1875, since
which time it has been less extensive. In the winter of 1879-80 there were 210,000 pounds of
“Finnan haddies,” valued at $12,000, smoked in the town. All of them were sent to Portland
for distribntion.

ORIGIN AND GROWTH OF THE SARDINE INDUSTRY.—In the fall of 1874 New York parties
268 ¥
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conceived the idea of using small herring for ¢ Russian sardines.” They at onee ordered a snpply
of these fish from Eastport for their experiments. The herring were found to answer the purpose
admirably, and the following summer parties weut to Eastport to engage in this business. It was
soon found that the herring could also be utilized in the preparation of oil sardines, and, after various
experiments, methods were hit upon by which a fine quality of sardines were prepared. From the
first the demand for American sardines has rapidly increased and other establishments soon located
at Eastport, and several canneries have recently been built elsewhere along theshore for utilizing the
small herring that are found in considerable quantities. In the fall of 1880 there were in the town
of Eastport alone thirteen canneries, employing nearly 1,500 persons, for the capture and prepara-
tion of sardines. These put up during the season about 7,000,000 cans,valued at upwards of
$725,000.

EXTENT OF THE VESSEL AND BOAT FISHERIES IN 1880.—An examination into the present
condition of the fishing fleet shows that in 1880 Eastport had fourteen vessels, with a total of
358.56 tons, valued at $13,000. These carried ninety-two men, and landed abont 8,750 quintals of
fish. In addition to these there were five or six small vessels, owned by Eastport parties, sailing
under the British flag. There were seventeen herring weirs, valued at $4,000, at Eastport and
adjacent small islands. These caught about 1,200 hogheads of fish, worth over $5,000. Between
thirty and forty additional boat-fishermen were engaged in the capture of pollock, hake, and
haddock in snmmer, the greater part of these, with a few others, turning their attention to the
berring fisheries in winter.

EASTPORE TRADE IN FISHING PRODUCTS.—There were eleven firms dealing extensively in
fishery prodacts which they bought from the American and Provincial fishermen. They furnished
constant employment to twenty-seven men, and required fifteen additional hands during the busy
season. These firms occupied property worth $27,000, and required a cash capital of $52,000 for
earrying on their business. They handled in 1879, according to estimates by Mr. S. B. Hume,
Paine Brothers, Mr. B. F. Milliken, and others, 50,000 quintals of dry fish, 13,700 barrels of pickled
-fish, 375,000 boxes of smoked herring,-45,000 boxes of bloater-herring, 210,000 pounds of smoked
haddock, 53,000 pounds of dry fish-sounds, 3,600 barrels of liver and herring oil, and 5,000 barrels
of pomace, the whole having a value of $330,000. The frozen-herring, sardine, and lobster
interests mentioned elsewhere foot up about $840,000 more, making the total trade in fishery
produets at Eastport $1,170,000.

5. THE TISHING TOWNS BETWEEN EASTPORT AND LUBEC.

PEMBROKE.—Pembroke is a town of about 2,500 inhabitants, Iying to the north of Cobscook
Bay. 1Itis traversed throughout its entire length by Penmaguan River, which in its lower half is
of considerable width and is known as Penmaquan Bay. The lower part of its western boundary
is formed by the north branch of the Cobscook River, an arm of Cobscook Bay, into which the
Dennys River empties, The water in the viecinity of the town is quite salt, and is much affected
by the tides, which are unusually strong.

The town has two post offices. The principal one is at Pembroke, a village of over a thousand
inhabitants, with extensive lumbering interests, and a large iron mill; the other, called West Pem-
broke, is at the head of navigation of the river, a mile or more above Pembroke village. The latter
was formerly engaged in ship-building and had a small lumber trade, but it is now an agricultural
section, with no business of note.

The fishing for salt-water species is of little importance. The fishing fleet consists of two ves-
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sels, the Josie L. Day and Beauty, of 15.88 and 26.25 touns, respectively. In 1879 these vessels
furnished employment to sixteen men, and landed about 2,200 quintals of fish, two-thirds of the
catch being hake. They also engaged in herring netting on the coast of New Brunswick during
the winter season, selling their catch to the vessels employed in the frozen-herring trade.

In addition to the vessel-fishing, a number of farmers and mechanies living in the lower part
of the town go in small boats to the pollock grounds of ’Quoddy River at intervals during the
summer and catch fish for family use, often selling a few quintals to their neighbors. Aside from
the parties mentioned, few persons are interested in the fisheries, as the fishing grounds are too
far distant.

DENNYSVILLE.—Dennysville is a town of about 500 inhabitants, near the head of the northern
Lranch of Cobscook River. It has a village of the same name, with about 300 inhabitants, at the
head of navigation on the Dennys River. The residents are engaged chiefly in farming and lum-
bering, and there is no salt-water fishing of note, though a few parties go down the bay in small
boats for a few days during the height of the pollock season, catching a supply for their own
tables. A small business is dope iu river fishing and several weirs have been built for catching
salmon and alewives.

Epmunps.—The town of Edmunds has a secattered population of 450 iphabitants, engaged
chiefly in agricultural pursuits. It forms the west bank of one of the arms of Cobseook Bay, but
has no fishing interests, if we neglect the few farmers that occasionally resort to the pollock grounds
of *Quoddy River for local supply.

6. LUBEC AND ITS FISHERIES.

GENERAL STATEMENTS.—The town of Lubec is made up of a series of irregular peninsulas,
separated from each other by the various branches of Cobscook Bay. It has a shore-line greater
in proportion to its area than almost any other town on the coast. It was settled about 1780, and
was a part of Eastport up to 1811, when it was incorporated as a town and named in honor of
Lubec, Germany. In 1850 its population numbered nearly 3,000, but of late it has been gradually
losing in numbers from year to year, and at present has only 2,136 inhabitauts. There are three
post-offices in the town, called Lubec, North Lubec, and West Lubec, respectively. The first-named
is the only village of importance. It is situated at *‘The Narrows,” on the main ship channel of
’Quoddy River, and is, next to Bastport, the leading commercial center of the region. In other por-
tions of the town the people live along the shores, and divide their time about equally between
farming, fishing, and herring smoking.

ORIGIN AND GROWTH OF THE SMOKED-HERRING INDUSTRY.—By the beginning of the present
century Lubec had become extensively engaged in the fisheries, and its people soon became largely
interested in catching and smoking herring, which have for many years been remarkably abundant
in that locality. They soon took the lead in the smoked-herring trade, and have retained it to the
present day. 1In 1821, according to Mr. Jacob McGregor, there were twenty smoke-houses in the
town, putting up a yearly average of 2,500 to 3,000 boxes of herring each. Prior to 1828 the
herring were mostly taken by ¢ torching.” At that date brush weirs were introduced for their cap-
ture by fishermen from Nova Scotia, and they soon came into general favor.

As early as 1830 Lubec began sending vessels to the Magdalen Islands for an additional sup-
ply of herring for smoking and pickling. In 1860 she had eleven vessels engaged in this fishery,
bringing cargoes of 700 to 800 barrels each, about one-half of the entire quantity being smoked.
Since 1860 she has sent only a small fleet, but one or two vessels going yearly for several years,
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The business reached its height between 1845 and 1865, when there were about forty-five weirs
owned in the town. During these years, according {o Mr. P. Gillis and others, from 400,000 to
500,000 boxes of herring were smoked annually. Since that date, owing to various circumstances,
the business has fallen off greatly. The principal cause of this is said to be the result of the war,
which virtually destroyed the herring trade with the South, where a large part of the fish was
consumed. This market destroyed, years of overyroduction followed, which so reduced the price
that all parties lost heavily.

The business continued to decline until in 1879 the Magdalen supply was entirely cat off, and
there were but thirty-one weirs fished by Lubee parties. There were at that time seventy-four
smoke-houses in the town, but some of them remained idle and others were little used. The total
product of these smoke-houses in 1879 reached only 153,000 boxes, of which the greater part were
sent to New York, the remainder going to Boston and Portland. In 1880 the quantity of fish
smoked at Lubec will be even less than in 1879, though herring are more abundant. In addition
to the “hard herring,” a few bloaters have been put up each season for several years, the total for
1879 amounting to 3,00 boxes of 100 fish each.

THE SARDINE INDUSTRY.—Ior two or three years a part of the catch of small herring from the
various weirs has been sold to the ‘sardine” canneries at Eastport, and considerable money has
been realized by the fishermen from this source. In the fall of 1880 a sardine cannery was built
at Lubec to utilize the cateh of small herring, and otbers will doubtless be established during the
couming season.

GENERAL FISHERIES IN 1880.-Aside fiom its herring interests, the town has never been
extensively engaged in the fisheries. In 1834 a vessels was sent to Labrador for codfish, and one
or two were sent yearly up to 1858, when the business was discontinued. ,

In 1879 eight small vessels were engaged in the various shore fisheries, but in 1880 the fleet
had been reduced to six vessels, with a total of 81.42 tons. There were a few line-fishermen who
fished from smail boats during the summer months.

7. THE FISHERIES OF TRESCOTT AND WHITING.

TreEscoTT.—Trescott is a town of 600 inhabitants, lying to the west of Lubee. Its northern
part is a peninsula bounded by the various branches of Cobseook Bay, while its southern portion
borders on the ocean, and has three little coves or harbors, affordi ng fair anchorage for small ves-
sels and boats. The first harbor, called Bailey’s Mistake, is in the extreme eastern portion of the
town. The next is a little cove known as Haycock’s Harbor, with half a dozen houses near its
shores. Tormerly several herring weirs were owned and fished at this cove, and the catch was
smoked and sold in Lubec, but for several years there has been no fishing of any kind. The third
harbor is Moose River, where in 1868 two weirs were fished regularly for herring, and houses were
built for smoking the catch. At that time herring were abundant, and a profitable business was
carried on for a number of years, after which it was entirely abandoned. At the present time two
men are engaged in boat-fishing from the harbor, selling their cateh in Lubec. According to Mr.
¥. Warren, there was formerly some ship-building at the place, but this interest has died out, and
the people of the neighborhood are now engaged chiefly in farming.

From the northern portion of the town a few men go occasionally in small boats to the lower
fishing grounds, but no extensive business is carried on, and no fish are caught for market.

WHITING.—Whiting is a town of 400 inhabitants, lying to the north of Cutler. In its extreme
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eastern part is a small village of the same name, situated at the head of navigation of the south
branch of Cobscook River. The residents are engaged chiefly in lumbering and farming, and there
is no professional fishing from the town, though boats go down the bay occasionally for pleasure
fishing.

C—THE MACHIAS DISTRICT.
8. GENERAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES OF THE DISTRICT.

GENERAL ACCOUNT OF THE FISHERIES.—The people of the Machias customs district, which
includes the coast-line between Cutler and Gouldsboro’, are engaged chiefly in farming and lum-
bering. Large saw-mills are located on the principal water privileges, and a large quantity of
lumber is prepared and shipped to other loealities. The inhabitants have never been extensively
engaged in the fisherics, and at the present time only fifteen fishing vessels are owned in the dis-
trict.  Of these vessels only one is engaged in the offshore fisheries, the remainder being small
craft fishing on the inner grounds. The boat-fisheries also are of little importance, the men giving
their attention chiefly to the capture of lobsters in the summer and to clamming in winter.

TFormerly a good many brush weirs were fished for herring, the cateh being smoked or pressed
for ¢il. Recently, however, the weirs have been neglected, and the business is now quite unim-
portant, though, owing to the establishment of several sardine canneries in 1880, a new impetus
has been given to this particular fishery, and many new weirs are being built, as herring are
reported very abundant.

The clammiug interests of Mason’s Bay are quite important, and a number of small vessels
from various portiouns of the State, and even from Massachusetts, spend several months in the
region cach winter, their crews being provided with small boats, in which they visit the flats at low
water to securc a supply of bait for their own use during the following season, or for sale to the
fishing fleets of the larger cities. The vessel serves both as a ome and work-shop during their
stay in the region, and at the close enables them to transport the products to any desired locality
without additional expense. Many of the local fishermen, having little to occupy their attention in
winter, naturally resort to the clam-flats, deriving a considerable revenue from this source.

The lobster fisheries began in 1853, since which time they have gradually increased in impor-
tance, unti! they now take the leading place among the fisheries of the region.

STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION FOR 1880.—Detailed statistical statements of the fisheries
may be found in the following table:

Summary stalement of persons employed and capital invested.

Persons employed. Number. I{ Capital invested. Amounnt.
S | —
Number of vessel-fishermen........o.oocvevierieaan.an. 62§ Capital in vessels and boAtS cccvverrverninionn cvnecnenn. $30,465
Number of boat-fishermen......cccveviiiivaimnniniiaao. 360 1 | Capital in nets and traps eeveeciivriieiiciiiainennn, 12,075
Number of curers, packers, fittere, &C ..orvvveviniicnnnnns 10 || Other fixed aud circulating capital.c......c. feiiameae eas « 490,643
Number of factoryhands .cceevieieniaiiiniaiannaneinn, 124 ;’ PTOTAL - e e e e e e e $83, 183
TOAL .. ocee ceeaanammaeaennrceaanseaaman e ns 561 |

I

@ Other fized and circulating eapital.—Cash capital, $26,748; wharves, shorebouses, and fixtures, $2,245; factory buildings and spparatus,
$11,650; total, $40,643.
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Detailed statemeni of capital invested in vessels, boats, nets, and traps.

Value of
N ; gedr, exclu-; Value of Total T
Vessels and boats. No. Tonnage. Value. eveofboats  Outfit, value, || Nets and traps. No. Value.
and nets. ”
Vessels. i'! Nets
In foud-fish fishery: | Gill-nets: ) .
ACTe oo 11 246.17 $6, 217 $1, 885 $1, 780 $12, 882 : In V(&ssnthh?l‘le& e 45 $612
TA16 oo 3 91,97 850 : In bloa.t-ﬁsherms e 250 3, 000
Tn Tobster fishery .——..... 1 32.97 1,500 10 160 1,670 || Haul-seines:
o D B 1n boat-fishezies.. ... 23 615
Total coveenoeno .. 15 307. 11 8 567 | 1, 835 4,940 15,402 ||
. I il I ; 318 4,207
Boats. !
In vessel-tisheries .. 495 | ...l ’ ......... 495 j i 15 1,610
In shore-fishories ... ... 9,468 3,600 | 1,500 14, 508 || Fykes - 10 50
| Lobster-pots 8, 251 6,188
Total ceeveeooao.. BUT Joeoienmieans 9, 963 3, 600 1, 500 15, 063 E
| ! Total .ooovn oene. 8, 276 7,848
! S S O U L S V. A
Detailed statement of the quantities and values of the products.
" . i Pounds, Ponnds, Value as
Products specified. fresh, prepated. Bulk. sold.
. N —
Grand 1otal o ..o e e e 7,496, 124 i; ............ e et e $116,072
Fresh fish ' |
S YT S TN 477,200 | ... 6 383
For bait 2,202,000 |. 11, 010 barrels. . R 8,258
For fertilizer 300 barrels.........oeerinian 150
Total ., 14,771
Cod..... 1, 040,325 E 358, 512 E .................................... 11,204
3 787 O SRRV 316,170 | 131152 Jioreen et e e a e eas 1,756
Haddock .......... T 264, 915 94, 192 = 1, 802
Pollock . 107, 880 41,664 |.- 44
L0 7TT  P FOR 29, 640 l A - 314
Total
D T T <) A R 27, 900 ! 18, Gog O3 bArTelf..ccoviiii i aa 535
Herring: I
Ordinary .. 4%, 500 | 34,000 | 170 barrels ..o .oilieaian.o.. 510
MscellaNe0NS . oo ve i it e s 29, 600 : 16, 000 } 8O barrels. ... ciiiiin et 400
LT SRS e 99,400 | 68,600 | 343 barrels 1,45
Herring: Swioked figh. i;
L) 1331 1T GV PO 74, 094 ! 53, B33 6,208 boxes . ..ol 1, 260
Qanned fish. R (TSI ==
Mackerel ...o...o.oooii.s O N 43,250 |.aonn ol 33,000 CADIS «enioiniricimennnan 3,437
Zaobsters. [
107,950 . 3,958
2,474,300 . 57,720
2,582,250 | neuruneonnn froemermmmme e 61, €87
: D
111,060 ... 11,106 bushels ...oemveeneeiaeenen 3, 887
994 bushels — 71 barrels ..... 355
8, 000 bushels = 100,600 cans. ... 10, 406
14, 242
1, 140
1, 586
1, 500
4, 220
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REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES BY TOWNR.—If we except Jonesport, there are no important fish-
ing settlements in the distriet, though the residents of several villages are more or less interested
in the capture of the different species. Below may be found a brief deseription of the fishing
interests of the different towns.

9. CUTLER TO JONESBOR(Q’, INCLUSIVE.

Cu1LER.—The town of Cutler lies to the eastward of Machias Bay, with the open ocean on the
south. Its population, numbering less than 1,000, is scattered along the shore, the interior being
nearly uninhabited. The people are now engaged almost wholly in farming, though formerly con-
siderable fishing was done. Fifteen years ago more than a dozen brush weirs were fished in Little
Machias Bay and Little River by the residents of the town ; but at present the fishing interests in .
this line are confined to one weir. Two vessels of 18.42 and 42.07 tous, respectively, furnishing
employment to fifteen men, are fished from the harbor; but one of these is chartered from Jones
port. About thirty men engage in lobstering and line-fishing from boats during a part of the
summer. There are eight smoke-houses, but only two of them are in repair, and the total gquantity
of berring smoked yearly does not exceed 2,000 boxes. The vessel-catch amounted to 850 quintals
in 1879, and to 600 guintals in 1880, The catch of herring in the weirs has been constantly decreas-
ing until during the present season it will not exceed 15 hogsheads. According to Mr. 3. B. French,
Cutler was for a short time interested in the Magdalen herring fisheries, sending her first vessel in
1860, and two or three each season until 1864.

MAcHIASPORT.—Machiasport is a town of 1,500 inhabitants, lying to the sonth of Machias.
It is divided by the Machias River, and has a village of 300 inhabitants at the head of steamboat
navigation. The region is one largely interested in the Jumber trade, and it has a fleet of vessels
engaged in coasting. The southern portion of the town is a peninsula, with Machias Bay on the east
and Little Kennebec River on the west. The shores are indented by naumerous harbors and coves,
and from these twenty-three men, with 17 boats, are engaged in lobstering from April to August,
selling their catch to the cannery on Little Kennebee River. There are no professional boat-fisher-
men, thongh a number catch a few cod, hake, and haddock each season for home use and for sale
in the neighborhood. The smoked herring business amounts to less than 300 boxes yearly.

Two fishing-vessels with a total of 54.37 tons are owned in the town. These are engaged in
the Bay of Fandy and La Have fisheries, with trawl and net, during the summer months, and in
the herring fisheries in winter. They carry a total of fourteen men, and in 1879 landed 600 quin-
tals of dry fish. The present season, 1880, the catch will be about 825 quintals.

EasT MAcuias.—East Machias, with its extensive Inmber mills and ship-yards, is a8 town of
nearly 2,000 inhabitants, lying to the north of Machiasport. No fishing vessels and but three or
four fishing-boats are owned in the town. The largest of these makes Grand Manan her head-
quarters during the summer season while fishing for cod and pollock, and in the fall she is employed
in the herring fishery in the same locality. Her total eatch for 1879 was about 75 quintals of dried
fish, and 50,000 herring. The other boats go only occasionally to the fishing grounds pear Cross
Island in summer, catching a few quintals of cod and hake for home use. The towu is supplied
with fresh fish by peddlers from Jonesboro and other places.

MacHIAS.—Machias is a small town of about 2,200 inhabitants, lying to the northwest of
Machiasport on the Machias River. It has a village of 1,500 inhabitants at the head of naviga-
tion. Many of the residents are engaged in the coasting trade, but the majority are interested in
or find employment at the extensive saw-mills of the village. It is the county seat of Washington
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County, and contains the custom-house for the Machias district, which embraces the section of
coast lying between Cutler on the east and Gouldsboro’ on the west.

The people of the place have never engaged extensively in the fisheries, as they are fully 15
wiles from the fishing grounds. There are at present no professional fiskermen in the town, and
no fishing- vessels are owned at the village. A few men go to the outer islands oceasionally in small
boats during the summer mouths, for cod and pollock, fishing more for pleasure than for profit.
Mr. 0. V. Knight, who keeps the only fish market in the place, estimates the total catch by these
parties at 50 quiutals yearly. The supply of fish, lobsters, and clams comes overland from the
vieinity of Jonesport. .

JoNESBORO.—The town of Jonesboro’, situated to the north and east of Mason’s Bay, has a
population of 550, engaged chiefly in farming in summer and in lambering in winter. The only
gettlement of note is a village of fiftecen to twenty houses on a small stream known as Chandler’s
River. There are no important fisheries in the town. Ten men fish for lobsters from April to
August, and, later in the season, some of them go ouf occasionally with hand-lines to catch a few
fish for their own tables. There are four small brush-weirs, which in 1830 caught 12 barrels of
mackerel (Scomber scombrus), in addition to a quantity of herring and other species that were used
for bait or as a dressing for the land. A small vessel owned in the town took 25 quintals of fish
in 1879, but in 1880 she was not employed in the fisheries.

The shores of Mason’s Bay, especially those of Roguce Island, are bordered by extensive mud-
fluts, in which claws (Mya ercraria) are peculiarly abundant, this being a favorite resort for the
clam - diggers of the adjoining towns. Large quantities are dug here annually by the residents of
other places, but only two of the Jonesboro people engage in the work.

10. JONESPORT AND ITS FISHERIES.

GENERAL AccoUNT.—The town of Jonesport, lying between Jouesboro’ and Addison, was
incorporated in 1832, and has at present 1,300 inhabitants. 1t is situated on Moose-a-bee Reach,
an inside passage for vessels and steamers between the mainland and the outlying islands. It has
a fair harbor, protected from the ocean by the ledges and islands, and is onc of the principal steam-
boat landings of the region, having direct communication with Rockland and Portland. The
people of the town divide their attention about equally between the land and the water. Many of
them ¢follow the sea” during a greater part of the year, while others eatch fish and lobsters in
summer and dig elams in winter, most of them having small garden spots, on which they raise a
few vegetables to supply their own tables.

Seven small fishing-vessels, valued at over $3,000 and carrying thirty-two men, are owned by
the villagers and the inhabitants of the outlying islands. Bix of these are engaged in the shore
fisheries, landing an average of $1,200 worth of fish eacl, and one is employed in “running” lobsters
to Boston and to the cannery at Jonesport.

THE LOBSTER INDUSTRY.—The catching of lobsters constitutes an important business, and
seventy-one men, with an average of sixty-five pots each, are engaged in the fishery. The best
lobstermen make $300 yearly, while the average is about $125 for the season, which lasts from
April to August. Prior to 1855 no lobsters were shipped from the town, the few sccured being
taken with gaffs or hoop-nets for local supply. At this time Capt. John D. Piper arrived at Jones-
port in a well-smack, bringing a crew of fishermen, who were provided with pots for catching the
lobsters, which he purposed taking to Boston. As soon as this fact became known great excite-
ment prevailed, the local fishermen fearing that the supply of lobsters would soon be exhausted.
According to Captain Piper, a fown meeting was at once called to consider the subject, and it was



MAINE: MACHIAS DISTRICT. 25

only after he had convinced them of the extent and importance of the lobster fisheries in other
localities, and of the advantages which they might derive from the capture of lobsters, that he was
permitted to engage in the work., From the first the fishery was very successful, many of the
fishermen soon providing themselves with pots, and from that date the industry has been of peeuliar
importance. In 1863 a lobster cannery was built at Jonesport, since which time it has been in
successful operation. It now does a flourishing business in the canning of lobsters, clams, and
mackerel, employing over forty hands during the height of the season.

THE BOAT-FISHERY FOR COD.—After the lobster season is over many of the men turn their
attention for several months to line and trawl fishing, catching cod and other species for local
supply and for shipment. Fifty-nine men were employed in this way in the fall of 1880, seven of
them being professional boat-fishermen.

THE CLAM FISHERY.—In the winter the principal business of the people is clamming.,  Jones-
port and Jonesbory’ have each very extensive clam-flats, which, barring those about Sedgwick,
are the most important on this portion of the coast. Small vessels come to the locality from
Portland, Booth Bay, Deer Isle, and other points along the shore, and engage in clamming during
the season, which lasts from December to April. Some ecrews dig Iarge quantities, which they
shuck and salt for sale to the offshore fishing-vessels, and others merely lay in their stock of bait
for the following summer. Aside from the non-residents above mentioned, seventy-nine of the
local fishermen made clamming a regular business during the winter of 1879-'80. These Jug over
16,000 bushels, a part of which were sold to the cannery at Jonesport, the remainder being shucked
and salted in barrels for use as bait.

THE HERRING FISHERY.—Jonesport has taken little interest in the herring fisheries of late,
and at present there is but one weir within the limits of the town, though small hLerring are
reported fairly abundant. During the summer of 1850 a sardine cannery was built, and in the full
several thousand cans of fish were put up. The building will be enlarged in 1881, aud it is thought
that herring can be taken in sufficient numbers to make the business both extensive and prof-
itable. An Eastport firm located at the village in the summer of 1880 for the purpose of putting
up Russian sardines, and succeeded in packing several hundred barrels during the season. The
supply of fish was obtained largely from Millbridge. In the spring of 1881 it intends building a
large cannery for the preparation of oil sardines.

11. MILLBRIDGE, STEUBEN, AND OTHER TOWNS IN THE VICINITY.

ADDISON.—The town of Addison is situated to the westward of Moose-a-bec Reach, between
Harrington and Jonesport. It has a population of over 1,200, composed chiefly of sea-faring men
and farmers. There are two post-offices; one, called Addison, is a village of several hundred
inhabitants at the head of navigation of Pleasant River; the other, known as Indian River, is a
scattered settlement of farmers and fishermen. Formerly considerable ship building was done in
the town, but this business has gradunally died out, and no vessels have been built for several years.

As early as 1835 Addison sent two or three vessels each season to the Gulf of Saint
Lawrence for codfish. In 1857 its fleet consisted of three vessels engaged in the Bay of Fundy
cod.-fisheries, and one “hooking” mackerel in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. In 1880 there was but
one fishing-vessel, of 10.58 tons, owned in the place. This vessel ecarried three men, and landed
100 quintals of cod and haddock, taken during occasional visits to the inshore grounds. There
are thirty-seven semi-professional fishermen, with fifteen boats, engaged in trawling and hand-
lining along the shore, at intervals, from May to October. About half of the catch is sold fresh,
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while the remainder is dried for local use. Twenty-four men fish for lobsters from April to
Angust, selling their catch to the lobster cannery that was built in the lower part of the town in
the spring of 1879. Four brush weirs are fished by the people of Addison for berring, mackerel,
flounders, and smelt. The catch in 1880 amounted to 350 hogsheads of herring and 340 barrels of
mackerel, in addition to a quantity of refuse fish that was used for lobster bait. There are two
smoke-hounses, in which a few herring are cured each season; the quantity for 1880 amounted to
3,200 boxes.

HARRINGTON.—Harrington, which includes the coast-line between Millbridge and Addison, is
a town of 1,280 inhabitants. Its shores are very irregular, being cat up by numerous bays, the
principal ones being Pleasant Bay, Harrington River, and Flat Bay, each separated from the other
Ly long but narrow peninsulas. There are two post-offices in the town. The larger, called Har-
Tington, is a village of 600 inhabitants at the head of navigation of Harrington River. Formerly
there was considerable ship-building at this place, but for several years nothing has been done in
that line. The other post-office, ealled West Harrington, is an agricnltural distriet, with no village
worthy of note. Most of the inhabitants are interested in farming, while the remainder ¢ follow
the sea” during the greater part of the year.

The fisheries of the town are of little importance, as there are no vessels engaged in the business,
and no boats going regularly to the shore fishing grounds. Nine men pursue lobsters during the
season, selling their eatch to the Gouldsboro’ and Addison canneries. These men fish occasionally
with hand-lines near the shore, catching cod, haddock, and hake for family use and for sale in the
neighborhood.

There are three brush weirs, two being fished for smelt (Osmerus mordax) and other anadromous
species, while the third takes a small quantity of herring, flounders, and mackerel, the greater
part being used for lobster bait and as a fertilizer. Two men engage in clamming, selling about
600 bushels yearly to the local trade. _

MiLLBRIDGE.—Millbridge was set off from Harrington and incorporated as a separate town in
1848. It had at that time about 1,100 inhabitants. In 1870 its population had increased to 1,558.
The town forms the shore-line between Harrington and Steuben, and is divided by the Narraguagus
River. It has a thriving village of nearly 1,000 inhabitants, extensively engaged in coasting and
ship-building.

Millbridge has never bheen engaged in the offshore fisheries, and only to a limited extent in
boat fishing, aside from that for lerring and lobsters. Its people, in common with those of Steuben,
are more or less interested in the herring fisheries, and, according to Mr. Sanborn, an old resident
of the place, the first herring weir was built just opposite the village about 1820. From that date
the business increased very slowly up to 1850, when parties came from Lubec and built large smoke-
houses and presses for utilizing the catch. The fishery was at its beight between 1758 and 1863,
when 12 weirs were fished regularly and 75,000 to 100,000 boxes of herring were smoked annually.
Many herring were pressed for their oil, the pomace being used locally as a fertilizer. None have
been pressed since 1870, and the trade in smoked heiring also gradually declined, until in 1880 only
500 boxes were put up. Though large herring are abundant on the spawning-grounds, a few miles
of the village, and many vessels from other places catch large numbers of them, none of the local
fishermen have provided themselves with nets for their capture, and for several years the weirs
have been fished simply to secure bait for the lobster-men and to obtain manure for the land.

In the fall of 1880 Eastport parties decided to build a sardine cannery at Millbridge for the
purpose of utilizing the small herring that are said to be abundant. It is purposed to have it in
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readiness for the season of 1881. This will doubtless throw new life into the fishery, and, if the
herring are as plenty as the residents claim, it seems destined to assume important proportions.

The shore fisking is confined largely to the capture of lobsters, which are sold to the cannery
near the village and to the Portland and Boston smacks. Many of the farmers of the region devote
part of their time between the first of April and the middle of August to lobstering, and other
persons depend wholly upon it for a livelihood during these months. Lobsters are very abundant,
and the catch is often large, some of the more industrious fishermen makinug $200 or even £300
during this short season.

Aside from lobster fishing, the boat-fisheries of the town are of little importanee, and we learn
of but 10 men who give any considerable portion of their time to the work. These go to the inshore
grounds in large boats at intervals Letween May and Novewmber. A few others fish for home
supply, and fully forty of the lobster fishermen of Millbridge and Steuben fish occasionally with
hand-lines after the lobster season is over.

CHERRYFIELD.—Cherryfield is an inland town of 1,760 inhabitants, lying to the north of
Millbridge and Steuben, on the Narragnagus River, with extensive lumbering interests. It is fully
10 miles from the fishing grounds and has no commercial fisheries, though a few people fish occa-
sionally for pleasure during the summer months.

STEUBEN; GENERAL STATEMENTS.—Steuben is a town of 1,000 inhabitants, lying between
Millbridge and Gouldsboro’. Itssouthern shoreis formed by two long and narrow peninsulas, which
are nearly surrounded by the waters of Pigeon Hill, Dyer’s, and Gouldsboro’ Bays. Several small
outlying islands also belong to the town. There are no villages of note, the houses being grouped
together in little settlements along the country roads and about the numerous coves, The people
are chiefly engaged in farming and the coasting trade, while a few find employment in the small
tide-mills of the region.

THE HERRING FISHERY OFF BOISBUBERT ISLAND.—As a fishbing town Steuben is of little
importance, though the ledges in the vicinity of the island are noted as an important spawning
ground for the herring; and weirs were built for their capture as early as 1850 by Lubec fishermen,
who came to Boisbubert Island to engage in the capture of the herring, which they either smoked
or pressed for their oil. This business reached its height between 1858 and 1862, and has since
gradually declined until during the present season (1880) there were but two weirs fished within the
limits of the town. These caught 350 hogsheads of herring and 150 barrels of mackerel, half of the
former being turned ont for want of a market. No herring have been smoked since 1879. The
herring netting at Boisbubert begins abont August 1, when the large fish “strike in” for the
purpose of spawning. The first vessel that fished on these spawning grounds came from Deer Isle
about 1868, and in 1874 there were twenty-eight to thirty small ones fishing in the region, some of
them making two trips. In 1880 eight sail visited the locality, catching a total of 700 to 900
barrels of Lerring, which they sold in Boston and Portland and Booth Bay.

OTHER FISHERIES.—The lobster fisheries are quite important, as the species is abundant about
the southern headlands and among the outer islands. Eighty men from Millbridge and Steuben
engage in this fishery from April to August, selling their catch largely to the canneries at Mill-
bridge and Prospect Harbor. Over half of these fishermen live in Steuben. The line-fisheries
for cod, haddock, and hake arc of little importance, a few of the lobster fishermen going out
oceasionally to supply the local demand, though the greater part of the fish consamed in the
district are brought from the town of Gouldsboro.
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D—THE FRENCHMAN’S BAY DISTRICT.
12. GENERAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES OF THE DISTRICT.

EXTENT OF THE FISHERIES.—The TFrenchman’s Bay customs district, which includes the
coast-line bet ween Gouldsboro’ and Blue Hill, is not an important fishing district, though several
towns send a number of vessels to the distant banks for cod, and quite a fleet of small vessels is
employed in the shore-fisheries. Both the offshore and inshore fisheries were formerly more exten-
sive than at present. Thirty to fifty years ago several vessels were employed in the Labrador cod
fishery and in the berring fishery at Magdalen Islands. The former fishery was abandoned some
years since, and in 1880 no vessels were sent to the Magdalens, though up to that time a number
had made yearly trips to that region. About 1810 parties came to Gouldsbore’ to engage in
the whale fishery, going out from the shore in small boats in pursuit of the whales whenever they
came in sight. Later, small vessels were employed, and the fishery was continued up to 1860,

THEE FRENCHMAN'S BAY HAKE FISHERY.—A large fleet of small vessels was engaged in the
Bay of Fundy cod fisberies for a number of years, but this interest gradually declined, and the
fishermen turned their attention to the capture of hake in Frenchmaw’s Bay. This fishery has
been, perhaps, the most important one in the district. It began in 1840, when vessels from differ-
ent parts of Maine and Massachusetts were regularly employed in this fishery, seeuring large fares
of hake which were sold in Portland and Boston. For some years not less than a hundred sail
came regularly to the region, and as many more made occasional visits, but since 1863 few vessels
have visited the locality, and the fishery is now practically abandoned.

THE MENHADEN FISBERY.—It is claimed by the fishermen of Surry that the menbaden fishery
of the United States originated with the people of that town. Tor many years menhaden were
abundant in all of the shore-waters of the district, being particnlarly so in Frenchman’s and Union
Bays. At first they were taken only in small numbers for use as bait in the-shore-fisheries, but
later, when it was discovercd that markctable oil could be obtained from thewm, the fishery increased
enormously, and hundreds of fishermen provided themselves with nets and kettles for engaging in
the work. Between 1855 and 1863 it is cstimated that not less than a hundred try-houses, with two
to four kettles each, were in operation betwecen Lamoine and Gouldsbore’. Since 1870 the fishery
has been less important, and for a number of years, owing 1o the absence of menhaden from these
waters, it has been entirely discontinued.

THE LOBSTER FISHERY.—The lobster fislieries of the district have been important for some
time, and the majority of the shore-fishermen devote their attention to the capture of this species.
Several canneries have been built for utilizing the catch of small lobsters, while a fleet of well-smacks
is regularly employed in “running” the larger ones to I’ ortland, Boston, and New York.

THE HERRING FISOERY.—The herring fisheries were formerly of little importance. At
present, however, a namber of brush weirs are fished in the vicinity of Mount Desert, and a good
many herring are taken. The majority are sold fresh to be used as bait in the shore and bank
vessel-fisheries, while considerable quantities are smoked and boxed for shipment.

STATISTICAL RECATITULATION FOR 1880.—The fishing fleet of the district at present numbers
fifty-two sail, forty-six of them being actively employed. The majority are small craft, engaged
in the shore-fisheries in the vicinity of Mount Desert Island. Several others are large vessels
belonging at Hancock and Lamoine. These are among the largest fishing-vessels in the State,
and are employed regularly in the Grand Bank cod fishery.
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STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION FOR 1880.—In the following statement may be found a sum-
mary of the fisheries of the district:

Summary statement of persons employed and capital invested.

Persons cmployed. i Number, ki Capital invested. Amount.
4 | _ I
Number of vessel-fishermen _.....vooiiiienniiaiioiannn. I 318 ] Capital in vessels and Doats ...oo.oovi v il , $136, 311
Number of boat fishermen .. ... . .. . ... ... ..., ! 408 I (lapital iv nets and traps 22,799
Number of curers, packers, fitters, &e .............. ... I [ ;{ Other fixed and circulating capital ’ a105,775
Number of factory hands L S 1 264, 585

@ Other fized and circulating capital.—Cash eapital, $70,200; wharves, shorehouses, and fixtures, $24,575; factory buildings and apparatus,
$11,000; total, $105,775.

s Detailed statement of capital invested in vessels, boats, nets, and traps.
; Valuoof | _ i
Vessels and boats. No. . Tonnage. | Value. sﬁsﬁ:fli;;‘t; vo::ltltgc?f 3:1‘;:;‘; Nets and traps. No. Value.
and nets,
Vessels. ) Nets.
In food-fish fisheries: t Gill-neta:
ACHIYO. o eeaeeanan 46 1,488.17 $49, 855 $8,245 | $43,015 : 101,115 In vesscl fishories ... 128 $1,920
8 206, 48 10,800 |, 10, 800 In boat fisheries .. _. 350 4,200
2 26,97 600 20 320 940 || Purac.seines:
Total oooeoeenen.. | | 1,mize 61,255 | 8,965 | 4%, 935 | i Imvesselfiaberica...p 7 3,800
e I S— S " Iaul.geines:
Boats. ! Il In boat fisheries ... 17 425
Tn vessel fisheries . 4,370 Total oo, 502 10, 345
1u shore fisheries . ... .. ) 19, 086 i ) Traps. e
Total ..ooo..o.... 632l .. 17, &7 4, 080 1, 500 28, 456 | Y eirs .. - 17 2,612
i Fykes .. 20 100
|| Lobster-pots............. 12, 990 9,742
" Total.eeevvoen.....| 18,027 | 12,454
Detailed statement of the quantitics and values of the products.
. Pounds, Pounds, Value as
Produacta specified. fresh. prepared. Bulk. sold.

Grand total . ... ... i iiciicieie i enaa e, R % 3T R OO $250, 402
For food .. 797,800 |. 10,637
For bait .. 2,987,000 |............| 11,435 barrels...eeeoreenienennn. 8, 576
For fertilizer .................. et ecimimmeeaa. e 60,000 [.en neennen 300 barrels..... .....o........ 150
B 0T 7 3, 144, 800 19, 363
6, 534, 125 70, 368
1, 642, 950 9,127
Haddoek .. 1, 512, 600 10, 800
Pollock 219, 250 1,450
;Cusk. e 101, 400 1,073
Total . oeeee i iittraeisramaniicsrerrraan e amnn 10,000,725 | 3,595,760 | vvvennriiiniiiinans wesmreisocnnnn 92,818

Pickled fish. - T
SMACKETOL . vne e e 918, 900 612, 600 3,063 barrels. ..covuiiiiiiniiaas 17,612
031, 250 505, 000 2, 525 barrels. . 7,575
286, 000 13, 000 325
1,576, %0 | 1,130,600 | 5,653 barrels. ._.......... O 25, 512

OPABATY consneicaccerounnensrners senarasrnsnsnssnsnsnsansannnsn 802, 141 579,547 | 83,182 D0XM8 cecevrivaiaraiiianaa, 13, 098
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Detailed statement of the quantities and values of the product—Continued.

i L p Value as
Products specified. P;;‘;:S;"’ plrgg::.lé'l_ Bulk. sold,
Oanned fish.
Mackerel ..o Medansusmasrensenmtutacsec atneny 104,125 §.cenenannan. 70, 536 cans

MIRCELIADOOUS rveve e e cmemecasasmaarsaninrrans dansonsanennnnas! 21,660 {.. ... ...... 12, 996 cans
i '

125,765 |

Fresh.... 269, 000
Canned ............. 1, 368, 720
Total 1,637,726 |..
f
B N UV P SRR 63,850 | €. 385 bushiels .oeneoonn- *‘ © 2,8
For bait ... eraees 13,300 ! 1,330 bushels = 95 barrels ... l 475
CANNB . aiianievaamverasncsarcscsnssasmsmraseronassosasnsvonnse 74,380 | 7,428 bushiels — 127,478 eapy.. . .| 13, 855
Total T 1.
S E
Tinheoil oL i it earemaanaaae elieieesceeeat 16,088 gallons. coeniiinainee % 6. 421
SOWNAS ot emeia e e e e aeae e amens [ S PPN | 8, 214
Marine produnets used for fortilizers ... oooiaiaii ot R R - a- 1 1, 800
O] e ce et e e mae e e mb e e e e aeas [ 1 ................................................ | 16,435
t

13. GOULDSBORO’ AND ITS FISHERIES.

GOULDSBORG.—The town of Gouldsboro’ occupies a rocky peninsula lying between Gouldsboto’
Bay aud Frenechman’s Bay. It includes several small settlements, the chief of which are Pros-
pect Harbor, Winter Harbor, and West Gouldsboro’. The town has a population of 1,700. Many
of the inhabitants devote their attention to farming, while others ¢ follow the sea ” being engnged
in the coasting or foreign frade.

Fifty years ago the people of Gouldsboro’ were largely interested in the fisheries, and each
season o fleet of vessels was fitted for the cod and hake fisheries of the Bay of Fundy and French-
man’s Bay. Later a good many beat fishermen were employed in the Frenchman’s Bay hake
fisheries ; while others devoted their attention to the menhaden fisheries, which were, at one time,
very important in this locality.

Soonrk WHALING.—According to Capt. George A. Clark and Captair Bickford, whaling was
extensively earried on from rospect Harbor for many years. 'The fishing began about 1810, when
Stephen Clark and Mr. L. Hiller, of Rochester, Mass., came to the region‘, and built try-works on
the shore, having their lookout station on the top of an adjoining hill. The whales usually fol-
lowed the menhaden to the shore, arriving about the 1st of June, and remaining till September.
When one was seen the men, armed with harpoons and lances, would immediately launch their
boats and start in pursuit. If they succeeded in killing the whale, it was towed to the flats of the
harbor at high-water, where it was secured and left to be cut up at low tide. Ten years later they
began nsing small vesrels in the fishery, and by this means were enabled to go farther from land.
The fishery was at its height between 1835 and 1840, when an average of six or seven whales were
taken yearly. The largest number taken in any one season was ten. The average yield of oil was
25 to 30 Larrels for each whale. The business was discontinued about 1860, since which date but
one or two whales have been taken.
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(OFFSHORE VESSEL FISHERIES.—It is stated by Mr. Curtis Stephens, that Gouldsboro’ has
never sent any vessels to Labrador or to the Magdalen Islands. She sent two sail to Grand Banks
for several years, beginning with 1867. The first mackerel vessels were sent to the Gulf of Saint
Lawrence in 1855, from which time to 1863 four or five sail were sent annually to that locality.

THE HAKE FISHERY.—Perhaps the most important fishery in which the people of Gouldsbore’
have been interested is that for hake in Frenchman’s Bay. Aceording to Mr. Stephens, this fishery
began about 1840, when vessels from the westward, probably from Massachusetts, first resorted to
the region. The fleet increased yearly until 18508 to 1860, when there were often 100 sail in the
bay at one time, and fully twice that number came occasionally to the locality. Between 1860 and
1865, owing to the Rebellion, which neccssitated the absence of a large percentage of the male popu-
lation, the fishery declined very rapidly. A few years later the hake are said to bave left the bay,
and for this reason the fishery has never been revived.

THE MENHADEN FISHERIES.~Menhaden were formerly very abundant in the waters of this
region, but for many years they were taken only in limited quantities for use as bait in the hake
fisheries. When the value of their oil became known, the Gouldsboro’ fishermen at once engaged
extensively in their capture. The business began about 1855, and by 1863 there were, according
to Mr. D. D. Hodgkins, of Lamoine, fully one hundied try-houses, with two to four kettles each, in
active operation along the shore between Jordan’s River and Winter Harbour. Each of these
“stands” is said to have produced an average of fifty casks of oil yearly. By 1870 the business
began to decline, and now, owing to the absence of the fish from these waters, it is wholly discon-
tinued.

THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THE FISHERIES.—At the present time Gouldsboro’ has but two
vessels engaged in the fisheries ; oney fishing for berring at Wood Island in the fall ; while the other
fishes for cod and other species along the shore. In addition to the above there are two smaller
craft engaged in the lobster trade. The four vessels, val ued at $1,300, n easure but 75 tons in the
aggregate, and furnish employment for only twelve men.

The principal fishing of the town is for lobsters. In the summer of 1830 seventy-eight men were
engaged in this work, setting an average of sixty pots each. Two canneries, established in 1863
and 1870, respectively, are at present in operation. These use all of the small Jobsters taken by
the fishermen, and the larger ones are sold to Portland and Boston smacks. The two factories
employ over fifty hands duaring the height of the season.

Most of the professional boat-fishermen of the fown have small camps and flake yards on the
outer headlands or islands. When the fishing season arrives they repair to their camps with pro-
visions and cooking utensils, and spend the summer in catching and curing the cod, hake, and
haddock, which they often take in considerable numbers. There are fourteen of these camps, with
twenty-five regular fishermen, and eight others that fish occasionally during the summer months.
In addition to these, nearly all of the lobstermen fish, more or less, with handline and trawl after
the lobster season i8 over.

In the early spring, eight men make a business of clamming on the flats, near West Goulds-
boro’, shucking and salting their catch, which they sell to the Hancock vessel fishermen.

14, SULLIVAN, HANCOCK, AND LAMOINE,

SULLIVAN.—Suallivan is a town of 1,200 inhabitants, lying to the north of Gouldsbore’, with
important mining interests. It is too far from the fishing grounds to have any extensive fish-
eries. One small fishing-schooner, of 7.65 tons, is owned here, but the captain usually makes his ‘
headquarters at other places. Aside from this, the fishing is confined to eight lobstermen, who
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fish for the Gouldsbor¢’ canneries during the summer months. The residents of the town go out
occasionally to catch a supply of fish for their own tables, but none fish extensively for profit.

HaAxcocK.—The town of Hancock, lying to the north of Frenchman’s Day, between Gouldsboro’
and Lamoine, was first settled in 1776. It has at present about 1,000 inhkabitants, the majority of
whom are engaged in agricultural pursuits. Comparatively few follow fishing for a livelihood, as
the town is too far removed from the fishing-grounds to warrant them in making daily trips in their
boats. Asin many of the adjoining towns, however, a few take a supply of provisions and such
other things as may be necessary and proceed to the cuter islands where they spend several months
each summer in catching fish and lobsters, for which they find a ready market.

According to Mr. Charles Wooster, small fishing vessels were owned in the town during the
carly part of the present century, but they fished wholly in the vicinity of Gouldsbore’, and it
was not until 1845 that the people became interested in the fisheries of the Bay of Fundy. Two
larger craft were sent to the Western Banks for three or four years, beginning with 1852. Han-
cock vessels were first sent to the Magdalen Islands for herring about 1360, one to three going
yearly from that time till 1878, when the business was discontinued. The herring were mosily
smoked and shipped to Boston and the West Indies. At that time from 30,000 to 40,000 boxes
were put up annunally in the town.

In 1860 the schooner Laurel was sent to the Grand Banks for codfish, this being the first vessel
from the town to visit that loeality; in 1868 and 1870 five vessels were engaged regularly in the
fishery, and the business has been continued to the present time.

In 1880 there were four fishing vessels owned in Hancock, of which three went to the Grand
Bauks, and the other fished along the shore. The vessels have a total value of $12,650, and fur-
nished employment to fifty-nine men. They landed during the season 5,300 quintals of fish. This
fleet includes the schooner Mary Jane Lee, of 128.23 tons, which is the largest fishing vessel owned
in the State, and the schooner Omaha, of 116.77 tons.

LAMOINE.—Lamoine, a small town set off from Trenton in 1870, has a population of 650, of
whom the greater part are engaged in farming. It lies between Hancoek and Trenton, to the north
of Mount Desert Island.

Acecrding to Mr. D. D. Hodgkins, the people of the region became interested in the fisheries
abont 1835, when they began sending “pinkies” of 30 to 40 tons fo the Day of Fundy, and in
1848 the fleet numbered 20 to 25 sail with six to eight men cach.

This fishery began to decline about 1850, and in 1857 it was discontinued, the smaller vessels
being sold to the fishermen of the Fox Islands, Deer Isle, and Eastport, while the larger ones were
retained and sent to the Grand Banks and other offshore grounds. The first was sent to Grand
Banks in 1857, sinee which time this fishery has been continunously prosecuted, though for a number
of years it has been on the decline. The business was at its height about 1866, when ten vessels
were sent annually; the average has been about six sail. Men employed in the Grand Bank fishery
from this town have always worked for wages instead of on shares as in most localities.

Two vessels went to Labrador for cod in 1850, but none have since been sent. Occasionally,
after returning from the banks, the vessels have fished for mackerel along the shore for a number
of weeks, thongh none have made the mackerel fisheries a specialty, and no purse-seines have been
used.

Lamoine has been extensively engaged in herring smoking for abount thirty years, and as the
catch of herring in the brush weirs of the locality was much too small, a fleet of vessels was fitted
out for the Magdalen Islands for an additional supply. The first schooner was sent by N. B, Cool-
idge in 1835; and from that date till 1880 vessels were sent yearly, their cargoes being amoked and
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shipped to Boston and New York. In 1865 or 1860 six cargoes, equal to 125,000 boxes, were landed
and smoked here. The average for the different years has been 30,000 to 40,000 boxes. Twenty-
four smoke-houses are owned in the town, though few of them are HOW i1 use.

The shore fishermen of Lamoine were at one time extensively engaged in the manufactare of
menhaden oil in common with the fishermen of Hancoek and Gouldsboro’.

At present there are five vessels, aggregating 409.93 tons, valued at $14,700, and furnishing
employment to 68 men, fishing from Lamoine; while two others, formerly engaged in the fisheries,
have remained idle the present season. The catch in 1879 amounted to 10,570 quintals, and in 1880
to 6,350 quintals.

The shore fisheries are prosecuted by a few meun who fish from small boats for lobsters and cod
daring the snmmer months. Three small brush weirs are fished for herring, but they are not prop-
erly cared for and the catch is unimportant.

In the fall of 1880, Eastport capitalists, hearing of the abundance of herring in the loecality, built
a sardine cannery at Lamoine, and put up a small quantity of fish. They intend erecting larger
puildings in 1881 and hope to do an extensive business. A large number of weirs will be built for
catching the fish.

15. MOUNT DESERT ISLAND AXND ITS FISHERIES.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION.—The island of Mount Desert, containing the towns of Eden, Mount
Desert, and Tremont, is about 18 miles long by 12 to 15 miles wide. It lies between Frenchman’s
and Union Bays, being separated from the shore by a narrow channel which is spanned by a toll-
bridge. It was first settled by the IFrench in 1608, but eight years later the settlement was broken
up by the Virginians. In 1760 it was resettled by the Iinglish, and in 1789 was incorporated as a
town under the name of Mount Desert. Since that time it has been divided into three townships,
that portion lying along the castern shore retaining the original name. The island is peculiarly
attractive on account of its native wildness and picturesque seenery, and is the mest popular
suminer resort on the coast of Maine. It has at present over 4,000 inhabitants. Several small
islands, or groups of islands, lying within a few miles of its shores are very naturally included
with it. The more important of these are Cranberry Isles, and Gott’s, Bartlett’s, and Tinker’s
Islands. If these be included, Mount Desert has a very important relation to the fisheries. The
- morthern portion, including the greater part of the towns of Eden and Mount Desert, has no fish-
ing interests, aside from a few brush-weirs and smoke-lhiouses for the capture and preparation of
herring, but the southern portion has a large fishing fleet, and many of its people are wholly
dependent upon the fisheries for a livelihood. The residents in the vicinity of many of the small
harbors and coves along the southern shore own vessels, and nearly every cove of importance has
extensive boat-fisheries. The two principal fishing stations, however, are Southwest Harbor, in
the town of Tremont, and Cranberry Islands, lying two or three miles to the eastward., These
places have long been noted for their fisheries, and they are still the principal fishery centers.

THE VESSEL-FISHERIES.—According to J. S. Mayo, vessels from the island were engaged in
the Labrador cod fisheries early in the present century, and by 1840 not less than seven or eight
sail were employed in this way. The business continued to be important for a number of years,
after which it gradually diminished and was wholly abandoned in 1862, Many of the same vessels
were engaged in the berring fisheries at the same time, and in the early spring, before starting for
Labrador, a majority of them made a trip to the Magdalen Islands and secured a cargo of herring,
‘which were salted and brought home for pickling or smoking. Prior to 1864, no vessels from the

3GRF
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loeality were sent to the Grand Banks, but from this date to 1875, two or three sail were employed
regularly in this fishery. |

At present, two fishing vessels are owned in the town of Mount Desert, eighteen in Tremont,
and thirteen at the Cranberry Islands, making a total of thirty-three sail, aggregating 621.86
tons. _ These vessels, which furnish employment to 152 men, are valued at $16,650. All are
engaged in fishing along the shore for cod, mackerel, and other species, and in 1880 none of
them went beyond the limits of the Gulf of Maine.

THE CATCHING AND CANNING OF LOBSTERS.—The principal boat-fishing is for lobsters, and
eighty-two men were employed in this work from April to August of the present year. IEach man
tends about ninety pots. The lobster fisheries of the island are among the oldest on this portion of
the coast.  As early as 1853, a lobster canuery was built by Boston parties at Southwest Harbor.
It has continued in operation to the present day, still doing a large business. In addition to
lobsters, clams and mackerel are canned in considerable quantities. The first ¢ shell lobsters”
canned in North America were put up at this place in 1879, This brand is the outgrowth of a
demand by wealthy Dritish customers for whole lobsters for garnishing purposes. Finding
it diflicult to get lobsters as commounly prepared for the trade sufficiently fresh for this purpose,
the London agent for one of our leading packing establishments suggested the idea of meeting
this demand, and, after a certain amount of experimnenting, wethods were hit upou by which satis-
factory results were obtained. The ‘shell lobsters,” as they are called, are selected of uniform
size and perfeet condition from the general stock, and are placed, without being removed from the
shell, in long eylindrical cans, made expressly for the purpose.  The method of boiling is similar
to that for ordinary canned lobsters, the only difference being that they are boiled a little longer
that the heat may penetrate the shell and thoroughly preserve the meat. During the height of
the season this cannery furnishes employment to fifty hands.

Tur poAT-FISHERIES.—The regular boat-fishermen number sixty-two, and thirty-four others
tish occasionally in summer. About thirty of the lobstermen also spend more or less time in fish
ing after the close of the lobster season. Sowe of the fishermen have large boats, and venture
quite a distance from the shore, while others remain constantly within three or four miles of the
harbor.

EXTENT OF THE FISHERIES IN 188¢,—There are thirteen brash-weirs, valued at $2,300, owned
in the region. In these were canghbt, in 1380, over £11,000 worth of herring and mackercl. The
prineipal business in this line is at Tucker’s and Gott’s Islands, where large weirs are fished for
suppl.\'ing’ the fisliernien with bait.  Some of the weir-fishermen have built ice-houses, and now
furnish both ice and bait to the vessels. Any sarplus of large herring taken in the weirs is
smoked. In 1880 there were twenty-eight smoke-honses, in which 38,000 boxes of fish were pre-
pared, the bulk of these being put up at Bar Harbor, in the town of Eden.

Five firms are engaged in buying and curing fish taken by the vessels and boats, the principal
business being at Cranberry Isles and Southwest Harbor. In 1880 these parties employed thir-
teen wen and handled 11,009 guin'als of cod, hake, and bhaddock. Tully three-fourths of this
entire quantity were sold inil;osmn.

ik,

16 TRENTON, ELLSWORTH, AND SURRY.

!,ml

TrENTO . —Trenton is a small town lying to the west of Lamoine and to the north of Mount
Desert. It has at present no interest in the fisheries of the coast beyond the digging of a few
claws that are sold to the cannery at Southwest Harbor, in the town of Tremont. Formerly a few
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boat fishermen aud five or six small vessels were engaged in the Frenchman’s Bay hake fishery, but
none of its people have been employed in this way since 1868. Two vessels were sent to the Grand
3anks for cod each season from 1868 to 1873, after which they were solid and the fisheries were
abandoned.

ErLsworiim.—Elsworth, a town of 5,257 inhabitants was first settled in 17633 it was incor-
porated in 1800. A city of the same name at the head of navigation of Union River is next to
Bangor the leading commercial settlement along this portion of the coast. Its people, in addition
to their mercantile trade, are extensively engaged in the manufacture and shipment of Jumber.

The town is too far removed from the sea to have any extensive fishing interests. One fishing
schooner of 68.11 tons is owned by a resident merchant, but the cateh is lunded at Penobscof,
where the fish are cured for the Doston market. The boat-fishing for salt-water species is eon-
fined to the capture of mackerel at the mouth of Union River during the summer months. Two
fresh-fish dealers are engaged in supplying the city and country trade. They depend chiefly upon
the fishermen of the outer islands for their supply, and, on account of the distance, find it necessary
to keep a steam laanch plying between the city and the fishing grounds.

SUrRRY.—The town of Surry forms the shore-line between Ellsworth and Blue Hill. Formerly
some of its inhabitants were engaged in the manufacture of menhaden oil from fish taken in the
locality, each fisherman being provided with nets and kettles for this work. At the present time,
no fishing-fleet is owned in the town, and only four men are extensively engaged in the fisheries.
These go out in swmall open boats for cod, hake, and mackerel in summer. During the height of
the mackerel season they are joined by some of the farmers of the region. The entire eatch is sold
in the loeality.

E~—THE CASTINE DISTRICT.
17. GENERAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES OF THE DISTRICT.

ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE FI1sHER1ES.—The Castine district, ineluding the eastern
shore of Penobscot Bay and the larger islands off the castern headlands, was settled abont 1760
by parties who eame to the region to engage in the fishertes. The land is more arable than that
of the districts further east, and a large percentage of the population is engaged in farming. A
majority of the early settlers, however, devoted their entire attention to the fisheries, and for
many years fishing was the prineipal occupation of the people. It was at onc time the most
important fishing district of Eastern Maine. A number of the towns had large fleets engaged in
the Grand Bauk cod fisheries; others sent a good many vessels to the Gulf of Saint Lawrence
for mackerel, while nearly all had fleets of small vessels and Chebacco boats engaged in the
shore fisheries along the coast of Muine and in the Bay of Fundy. Early in the present century
the fishing vessels were very small, and the number was eomparatively limited, a majority of the
fishermen using small open boats for the prosecution of the work. Gradually, larger and better
vessels were introduced, and, between 1850 and 1863, from 200 to 300 sail of the different sizes
were actively employed. In 1850, Deer Island alone sent nearly 100 vessels to the different fishing-
grounds, this fleet being larger than that of any other town in the district. About this time the
vessel fisheries began to decline, and many of the larger schooners were sold to the westward, the
men engaging in the boat fisheries or seeking employment on the land. By 1865 the fishing
interests of most localities had been greatly reduced, and until recently they remained in this con-
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dition. At present, however, there are indications of a revival of the industry, and in some local-
ities vessels are being purchased and extcnsive preparations are being made for the work, but in
in others there is no disposition to resume the business, as the profits to be derived from it are not
satistactory.

CASTINE’S TRADE WITH FISHING VESSELS.—DPrior to 1825, a majority of the vessels of the
region were obliged to visit Portland to secure their fishing ontfit, including salt and provisious.
About this time a Castine merchant, knowing the importance of this trade, turned his attention
to it, and began the importation of salt from Liverpool and Cadiz. He also secured such other
arlicles as were needed by the fishing vessels, and soon built up an extensive trade with the local
fleet. Other merchants soon engaged in the business, and within a few years most of the vessels
of Eastern and Central Maine came regularly to Castine to secure their outfits, and not less than
2,000 tons of salt were imported annually to be used in the vessel fisheries. It is said that
between 1850 and 1860, when the business began to decline, fully five hundred vessels were fitted
at Castine. At present, however, the business is practically discontinued, and less than a dozen
small vessels are fitted from the place, the majority of these belonging to Deer and Swan’s Islands.

THE LOBSTER FISHERY AND CANNERY INTERESTS.—The lobster fisheries, which now furnish
employment to the boat-fishermen during the greater part of the fishing season, began about 1850,
when parties from the westward bronght pots to Deer Isle to catch lobsters, which were carried
to Portland and Boston. Soon a number of the loeal fishermen became interested in the capture
of the species, and sinee that date the lobster fisheries bave continned to increase in importance.
In 1880, 311 men were engaged in the capture of lobsters during some portion of the year, many of
them following the business during the entire season, while others fished only for a few weeks or
months in the spring and early summer. Fifty additional persons were employed in marketing
the cateb, which amouunted to 2,967,860 pounds. Iive canneries are now in successful operation,
three of them being located on Deer Island. In 1830, these furnished employment to 190 persons,
and upwards of 2,000,000 pounds of lobsters were canned, the products having a value of over
$52,000.

THE CLAM TISHERY.—The clamming interests of the Castine district are quite important, a
large number of men finding employment on the mud-flats during the winter months, when there
is little else to occupy their attention. Nearly 60,000 bushels of soft clams are dag annually,
three fourths of them being shucked and salted to be nsed for bait in the vessel-fisheries. Neurly
half of the remainder are sold to the canneries.

STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION FOR 1880.—The following statement sbows the extent of the
fisheries of the district for 1880:

Summary statement of persoms employed and capital invested.

Persons employed. Number. Capital invested. Amonnt.
Number of vessel-ishormen «ooveevveneeiaiuiniiien., 623 || Capital in vesselsand Doats. ......_.......cvveienenennn. $208, 000
Number of boat-fishermen .. . ____ . ... ___ ... ... 605 || Capital in nets and traps .. 46, 610
Number of eurers, packers, fitters, &c. 59 |1 Other fixed and circulating capital ... ... ......._. a 71, 550
Number of factory-bands . .......__._ 165 Total 3—5(} 160
L7 U 1,452

a Other fized and circulating capital —Caah capital, $44,200; wharves, shorehouses, and fixtures, $11,800; factory buildings and apparatas
$15,550; total, $71,550.
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Detailed statement of capital invesicd in vessels, boats, nets, and iraps.

Value of
Vessels and boats. No. | Tonnage. | Value. gf_:‘;}g;g,l“;ﬂ g;"::‘;gtl"f ‘1;3&11 Nets and tiaps. No. Value.
. and nets, ‘
Vessels. ’ Nets.
In food-fish fishery: ] i i Gill-nets: .
Active. .....o..oo.... o0 1 2,002,871 $81,435 $13,110 | $77,505 |  $172,000 Tu vessel ﬁ"“'f“‘*s'"" 265 £, 672
Tdle....._. 10 4780 14,500 ... et 14,500 Tu boat fisheries . .. - 600 7, 200
Iu lobster fishery..... ... 9 128.04 | 3, 250 00| 1,580 4,930 || Turse-seines:
. — - X In vessel fisheres. ... 25 13, 750
Tetal ...... ]:_“i ;V 174?5 (Vi 99, 185 13, 210 y?&gﬁiw 5)1,480 { Haul-seines:
Boats. | : I In Loat fisheries ..... 8 200
: ; | :
Invessel fishetien.......0 275 ol 16,915 | ooennnnne bveeneens [ 16,015
In shere fisheries -...... {666 ... 21,555 6,060 | 2,000 20,605 |
Total ouvnoool R SR 38,470 6,050 | 2,000 46,520 |
‘! . Lobster-pots .......... .. 28, 050 21, 038
| | ! Total ..............| 28078 | 21,588
Detuiled statement of the guantities and values of the products.
c Pounds, Pounds, Value as
Products specified. freal. prepared. Bulk. sold.
Grand fotad.......... p et ieumecaemaecieianrenanaaeinann $407, 335
i
Fresh fish.
For food . .. 421,500 ;.. 5, 620
For bait, . .. 4, 430, 000 ©22, 150 barrels 16, 613
For fertilizer ... ... o oo e . 30,000 | ... .. ! 150 barrels. ... ... .. ... 75
4, 881, 500
5,600,723 | 1,930,096 . 60, 316
1,465,200 | 607, K24 8 140
486,675 1 173, 040 3,476
97,730 ‘ 37,744 674
23, 88D | 9,838 1. ... . e 242

Mackerel
Herring :
Ordinary

Herring :
Ordinary

Mackerel

For foed ..
Forbadt .. .. e i i ae
CANBOA - oot ivaeeine e e eveee e anan e aa e mmmma e e amann
B ¥ PN
. Miscellaneoue.
Fish-ofl .. ..o e

Sounds ............oiie. L
Marine products used for fertilizers

I 7,673,300 | 2,758, 560 |

7,130,700 | 4,753,800 | 23,769 barrels ......ooeciiio. 136, 672
990, 250 e, 200 3,961 Larrels. .......o-o.. . 11, 883
8,120,950 | 5,546,000 | 27,730 barrels. ....oioeoiiianan 148, 555
117, 647 85,000 | 10,000 boxes .. ... ..o .eeciaia...n 2,000
506,800 j........o... 333,408 cam8. iia i 34,730

65, 000

868, 500 31, 845

3, 009, 360 52, 887
2,967,860 |- oo e 84,232
75,000 ... ... .. 7,500 bushels .. ... ... ... 2, 625
445, 200 44, 520 bushels —3,1£0 barrels . ... 15, 900
9,385
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Below is given a brief account of the past and present fishing interests of tlie different towns:

18. BLUL HILL, BROOKLIN, AND SWAN'S ISLAND.

Brue HiLr.—Blue Hill, a town of 1,700 inhabitants, was first settled in 1762, and incorporated
as o town in 1789, It forms the shiore-line betwceen Surry and Brooklin. The prineipal business
of the town is quarrying and mining, and at present the mining for copper and silver is more
extensive here than anywhere else in the State.

Blue Hill seems never to have been extensively interested in the fisheries, though about 1863
many of its people were engaged in the manufacture of menhaden oil {rom fish taken in nets along
the shore. At the present time nothing is done in this live, and the fishing is confined largely to
lobstering, clamming, and weir-fishing in the shore waters. Seven lobstermen, set an average
of seveuty pots cach; after the lobster season is over they fish with lines and trawls for cod and
othier species, landing an average of fifty quintals to the man. Otlhers fish ocecasiopally during
the mackerel season for home supply and for sale to the canneries. Six weirs are owned in the
town, most of them being located on the outlying islands. The value of the weir catch in 1880,
including mackerel and herring, was $1,850. Eleven men are engaged in this fishery. In the fall
and spring fifteen men are extensively engaged in clamming. The quantity dug in 1880 was 2,900
bushels, most of them being shucked and sold as bait. There are two small vessels, with crews of
two and three men, respectively, fishing on the inshore grounds. Their catch is usunally very
small ; in 1880 it amounted in value to only $500.

BrooxvLin.—The fisheries of Brooklin are quite similar to those of Blue Hill, though the num-
ber of people employed is considerably larger, Twenty-cight men fish from April to August for
lobsters, setting about oue hundred and twenty-five pots each. There are no professional boat-
fishermen, but a number go out occasionally for local supply. Six small vessels fisb along the shore
with trawls, lines, and nets for cod, mackercl, and herring. In 1879 a large schooner was fitted
with a purse-seine for catching mackerel. She engaged in the southern fishery in the spring,
went to the Gulf of Saint Lawrenee in summer, and returned iv the foll to fish on the coasts of
Muaine and Massachusetts. She was sold to Portland in 1880. Two small vessels owned by resi-
dents of the town are employed in “running” lobsters to the various canneries of the region. The
entire fleet, numbering nine sail, is valuned at $5,575; they aggregate 194,13 tons, and carry a
total of forty-two men. H

Brush weirs were first fished at Brooklin about 1860. In 1880 there were two small ones,
the eateh of which amounted to 150 barrels of mackerel and 650 barrels of herring, in addition to
10,000 boxes of herring that were smoked by the weir-fishermen.

There are extensive mud-flats in the region, where long-necked clams (Mya arcnarie) are pecu-
liarly abundant. An investigation showed that one hundred and seventeen men made a business
of digging and shucking eclams to be used for bait in the vessel fisheries. The quantity dug is
enormous. In the winter of 1879’80 over 13,000 bushels were shucked and salted, and 1,000 more
were used fresh. The value of the catch was about $4,000. The clamming season lasts from
October to the middle of the following May, though little is done in midwinter. TFour bushels of
shell clams is an average cateh for a tide, and the total for the year is abount eight barrels of
shucked clams to the man.

When menhaden were abundant a good many small try-houses were built upon the shore for
utilizing the catch of the net-fishermen. At present, on aceount of the absence of the fish, noth-
ing is done in this line.

In 1870 a lobster cannery was built at Brooklin by Portland capitalists ; it has since been in
successful operation, and during the preseut secason furnished employment to twenty-five hands.
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SWAN'S ISLAND; 1TS EARLY FISIHERIES.—Swan’s Island, formerly kuown as Burnt Coat, lies
a few miles south-by-west of Mount Desert. Tt is 6 or 7 miles Jong by 4 or b Lroad, and has
about 450 inhabitants. According to Capt. Jolin Staples it was settled in 1775, TFrom the first
the people have been largely dependent upon the water for a livelihood, though the soil is capable
of producing bountifully after it has once been cleared.  Formerly, in common with other portions
of the coast, it had small vessels engaged iun the shore and Bay of Fundy fisheries. In 1853
the first large vessel, the schoener Constitntion, was brought to the island and fitted for the Grand

Jank cod fisheries.  Soon three or four others were purchased apd sent to the same locality, the
majority fishing for mackerel atter their return in the fall,

THE MACKEREL FISHERY.—About 186S the Bank fisheries were almost wholly discontinued,
and the vessels turned their attention to the capture of mackerel. This fishery has continued to
develop, until Swaw’s Island has now, next to Portland, the largest mackerel fleet of any town on the
voast of Maine. DPuarse-seines were firs{ used by these fishermen in 1870, and within a few years
all of the vessels were provided with them. Five of the mackerel vessels go south in the spring,
and the remaining four ave usually hauled up till July, when the fish reach the coast of Maine; the
crews in the mean time devoting their attention to the lobster fisheries.  From the beginning of the
fishery to the present day, according to Mr. G. M. Staples, only three or {our trips of mackerel bhave
been inspected on the island, the vessels almost invariably landing and packing at Portluand,
Doston, or Gloucester, In 1879 the Swan’s Island fleet landed 14,966 barrels of mackerel, two of
them beir g among the high-line vessels of the American fleet.

THE VESSEL-FISARRIES OF THE ISLAND~—Iu addition to the mackevel vessels, a tieet of
twelve sail are engaged in the shore fisheries, five of them going to Wood Island for herring after
the fishing for cod and hake is over., The herring are usually packed in Portland, and many of
the “ground-tish” are sold at Deer Island and Mount Desert,

A summation of the vessel-fisheries of the island for 1879 shows twenty-one sail, aggregating
833.03 tons. These had a value of $30,000, and furnished employment to 156 men. The catch
for the season was 14,966 barrels of mackerel, 1,056 barrels of herving, and 1,623 quintals of
cod, hake, and haddock.

Two menhaden oil and gnano factories were built on the island in 1875, one of them being
provided with boilers and hydraulic presses for doing an extensive business. They were run a
portion of three seasons, after which, owing to a scarcity of fish in the locality, the business was
discontinued.

THE LOBSTER FISHERY.—Next to mackereling, the trapping of lobsters is the prineipal busi-
ness of the people. According te Mr. David Smith, the first persons to engage in the capture of
lobsters for profit were fishermen from Gloucester, Mass., who eame to the island on a smack about
1850, bringing their traps with them. They hired one or two of the resident fishermen to assist,
and the smack remained until hier well had been filled, when she sailed for Boston. The fol-
lowing season some of the islanders became interested iu this fishery, and about 1855 ten men
were regularly employed in this way during the sammer months, smacks coming frequently to pur-
chase the catch. Fewer lobsters were taken from this time up to 1860, when the fishery was again
revived, and has continued to increase to the present time. There are now twenty-three men who
devote their attention to the capture of lobsters during the entire season, with fifty-one others,
who lobster from the widdle of March till the 10th of Ju]y, when they pile their pots upon the
beach and ship in the vessels to engage in the wackerel fisheries.

Over 8,000 lobster pots are owned by the fishermen of the island, and abont 5,600 barrels of
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herring, flounders, and senlpins (Cottus octodecimspinosus and C. greenlandicus) are used for bait in
this fishery alone during the season.

Frsm-curiNG.— A few of the boat-fishermen engage in the capture of cod, mackerel, &e., in the
fall for home supply, selling a few to the three curing stands on the island. 1In 1879 tbese parties
cured 1,000 quintals of fish, u larger part of which were bought from small vessels.

19. DEER 1SLAND AND ITS FISHERIES.

HISTORY OF THE FISHERIES FROM 1800 70 1880.—The town of Deer lIsle, lying to the south
of Sedgwick, is separated from the mainland by Eggemoggin Reach. It includes Great Deer Isle,
Little Deer Isle, and Eagle Island. The first is by far the largest and most important of the group;
it is aboat 9 miles long by 7 or 8 miles broad. It has a very irregular coast, being indented by
long and narrow bays and eoves that nearly meet from opposite sides. The region was first settled
by William Eaton in 1762, and was incorporated as atown in 1789. In 1790 it had 682 inbabitants;
in 1812, about 1,250; in 1850, 3,037 ; and in 1870, 3,414.

The following facts relative to the early history of the town were gathered during several inter-
views with Mr. Willilam Webb, for many years one of the leading officials of the town. Mr. Webb
was born on the island in 1803, and was actively engaged in its fisheries as early as 1818. Up to this
time there were but two vessels of over 40 tons burden and twelve to fifteen Chebacco boats fishing
from the island, though many of the residents bad been cuployed on fishing vessels belonging to
Newbuaryport. The principal business at that time was the trade in lumber, and half a dozen large
saw-mills were in active operation. About one-fourth of the inhabitants were then dependent on the
fisheries. 1n 1830 twelve large vessels were sent to the more distant fishing grounds, and forty
smauller ones fished along the shore. In 1840 the fleet had inereased to thirty large vessels (over 40
tons old measurement)and fifty smallones. The heightof the fishing business for the island occurred
between 1860 and 1865, by which time a better class of vessels had been introduced, and about thirty-
tive sail of large schooners and fifty smaller eraft were actively employed. The large vessels were
ahnost without exeeption engaged in the mackerel fishery, most of them being employed in freighting
from the close of the season in November till the following June, when they sailed for the Gulf of
Saint Lawrenee. They usually landed two trips each during the season. The first Deer Isle vessel
to fish for mackerel in that locality was sent in 1834. The fishing was wholly with hand-lives up
to 1873, when purse-seines were introduced. The smaller vessels fished on the inner grounds, some
of them frequenting the Bay of Fundy regularly for many years.

Since 1868 the fisheries have rapidly declined, all of the better and larger vesscls having been
sold to other localities, and Deer Isle to-day owns the poorest class of vessels of any town on the
cutire coast. Some of the merchants claim that this decline is largely due to the cifficulty of
waking suitable arrangements with the custom-house authorities for obtaining their salt free of
duty. 1t seems that they made an effort to have a quantity kept on theisland to supply the vessel
fleet, but, failing in this, they were obliged to make the trip to Castine or pay the duty, which they
often did to avoid the delay. A wmore probable cause for the rapid decline is found in the relations
that existed between the fitters and crews, whereby a settlement with the fishermen \fas uften
delayed for nearly a year, during which time they were subjected to all the disadvantages of flle
credit systemin its worst forms. Inthisway the DeerIsland fisherien wereseriously incon venienced,
and they were gradually driven to scek employwment on the vessels of other fishing ports, even to
the neglect of their own fleet. This practice has been continucd, and there are now not less than
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geventy-five men who go to Gloucester and Portland each spring to shipin the fishing vessels of
these cities.

As early as 1815 one of the Deer Isle vessels was engaged in the Gulf of Saint Lawreice
cod-fisheries. In 1822, two vessels were sent to Labrador for cod, a vessel from Newburyport
accompanying them and taking their catch direct to Spain.  Only three vessels have been engaged
in the Labrador fisheries since that time, none of thew going more than four or five years. Crews
from the island have, however, frequently visited the Labrador eoast in vessels belonging to New.
buryport.

Next to Isle an Haut, Deer Isle was the first to engage in the Magdalen Island herring fishery.
In 1830 she fitted out six vessels for this fishery, but since that date only one or two have been sent
yearly. In 1829 the schooner Caleb, 54 tous, was engaged in sealing, taking her cateh at the
Magdalen Islands. Two vessels from Mount Desert were engaged in the seal fishery the same
season. Ouly one Deer Isle vessel has ever fished on Graud Bauks; none have fished on George’s,
and none have engaged regularly in the capture of halibut.,  Up to 1336 the vessels sailed without
charts; in 1845 stoves were substituted for fire-places, and in 1849 the patent steering wheel was
intreduced in place of the old-fashioned tiller.

IXTENT OF THE VESSEL AND BOAT FISHERIES 1N 1879.—In 1879 Decr Isle bad forty-two
vessels, nggregating 915.35 tons, engaged in the fisheries. This fleet, valued at $18,910, furnished
employment to one hundred and ninety-nine men. Four of the vessels fished wholly for mackerel;
thirty-three were engaged in the shore-tisheries for cod, hake, haddock, herring, and mackerel;
and the five remaining ones were employed exclusively in the lobster trade. Seven of the shore
fleet carried lobsters to the canneries of the locality in spring and summer. The vessel cateh was
sold largely to the fish-merchants of other places; but there were cured on the island during the
scason about 1,800 quintals of cod aud bake. In addition to these, 200 barrels of mackerel were
put up by the dealers.

Not less than one hundred and forty men are engaged in fishing from small boats.  These, with

few exeeptions, fish for lobsters from Mareh till August; they then engage iu the shore mackerel
fishery for a few weeks; and the remainder of the season is spent in fishing with line and trawl for
other species. A few parties clam more or less during a greater part of the year, and by the mid-
dle of November a large number of the hoat and vessel fishermen resort regularly to the mud-flats,
where they spend a considerable portion of their time in clamming till the following April. The
fishermen of Little Deer Isle are almost wholly dependent upon the clam-flats for a livelihood, and
many of them are engaged in clamming during the entire year. The clams, after being shucked
and salted, are sold to the dealers oun the island, or to those of Brooklin and Scedgwick. These in
turn ship them to the larger fishery ports to be used for bait. The island merchants alone handled
1,500 barrels during the scason of 1879-°80.

THE LOBRSTER FISHERY.—The lobster ranks first in importance among the species taken
along the shore. Prior to 1853 none of the residents had any knowledge of the abundance of
lobsters iu the locality, as up to this time they were taken only with gaffs among the rocks and
sea-weeds where they had been left dry at low water. In the spring of that year Capt. John D.
Piper, who owned o swack for carrying lobsters to market, brought traps to the island and hired
nmen to engage in the fishery. The business proved very profitable, and by 1860 twenty men were
ewployed in this way, the bulk of the catch being sold to Portland and Boston smacks. In 1858
the first lobster cannery was established on the island, and in 1877 two others were built. In 1830
these canneries ewmployed about one hundred persons, paying out $10,000 in wages. During the
same season 10,500 lobster pots were fished by the residents of the town.



42 GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES.

20. ISLE AU HAUT, SEDGWICK, AND BROOKSVILLE.

Istk Av Havur.—1Isle au Haunt is a small island lying several miles to the soutlhieast of Deer
Isle. It was permanently settled about 1790. Being surrounded Dy excellent fishery grounds on
three sides, it has from the first been largely interested in the fisheries; and as early as 1825,
according to Capt. James Turner, there were forty sail of vessels fitting at Castine and landing their
cateh at the island.  Several of these vessels were engaged in the herring fishery during a portion
of the season, and between 10,000 and 15,000 boxes were smoked annually oun the island. Later
vessels were sent to the Magdalen Islands for herring, and both smoked and pickled herring were
put up in considerable quantities.

The vessel-fisheries continued with bat little diminution up to 1855, after which they declined
very rapidly, and the fleet at present consists of three small vessels, none of which do any exteusive
business. A majority of the people are now engaged in the boat-fisheries. They fish for lobsters
about the many rocky islands and ledges in the loeality from April to August, after whieh they
turn their attention to the capture of cod and other species with line or trawl, as is most desirable.
Not less than forty persons are employed in this way. About 1860 a lobster cannery was built at
Isle aun IMTaut for utilizing the catch, but, owing to an unpleasantness between the owners and the
fishermen, it was closed in 1873.

According to Captain Colling, many herring were netted about the shores of the island at
certain seasons of the year up to 1850, and even in later years they have often been quite plenty.
In 1874 n Sedgwick vessel anchored in one of the small harbors, and with cight nets and a erew
of two men succeeded in taking 150 barvels in three weeks. Tt is said that two schools of herring
visit the loeality, one arriving about the middle of July and leaving early in Aungust, the
other coming by the 15th of September and remaining ibout a month.  Little has been done in
thig tishery by the islanders, beyond the capture of a limited quantity for bait, for several years.

SepGwieKk.—Sedgwick, formerly known as Naskeag, was first settled in 1763. 1t was incor-
porated as a town, under its present name, in 1739, since which time the towns of Brooklin and
Brooksville have been taken from it.  In 1570 it bad a popalation of 1,113, Mr. Samuel Wasson,
of Suwrry, in his Sarvey of Hancock County, refers to it in the following language: .

“Sedgwick . . . is anotber of our misshapen towns. The ‘pompet’ which darkens its
agricultare is its maritime facility. A large portion of this town is non-arable or grazing land, the
bushy acres of which should he made to turn out annually tons of superior mutton. From Sargents-
ville to Sedgwick, following the shore of Bggmoggin Reacli, the soil is easy of cultivation and is
quite produetive. Like most of our seaboard towns, the sea and not the soil furnishes the bread.,
The industrial establishments are mainly those which are related to the fishing industry.”

At the present time Sedgwick has four vessels, valoed at $6,200, engaged in the fisheries. Two
of these are employed in the shore fishery, another visits Grand Bauks for cod, and the fourth
fishes for mackeret between Cape Hatteras and the Gulf of Saint Lawrence.

There are extensive clam. fats along its shores, and duriug five months of the year thirty-eight
wen depend ou clamming for a livelihood.  Tu the winter of 1879-"30 there were dug, aceording to the
estimate of Herrick & Byard and W. (i, Sargent & Sou, over 5,000 bushels of clams.  Of the entire
quarntity about 4,500 bushels were shucked and salted, the remainder being sold fresh in the locality.
The two firms above wentioned handled during the senson 2,576 barrels of shelled elams, all of which
were bought from the fishermen of the surrounding towns.  The catch was shipped to the prineipal
Gshery centers of Maine and Massachusetts for use as bail in the offshore cod fisheries. Beyond
the vessel fisheries and the clamming inferests almost nothing is done, though three men fish
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occasionally from small boats to furnish residents of the locality with fresh fish, and others eateh
a supply for their own tables. i

BRrROOKSVILLE.—Brooksville, lIying to the south of Penobscot between Castine and Sedgwick,
is almost an island, being connccted with the main shore by two very nanow necks of land. It
was incorporated in 1817, and named in honor of Governor Drooks, of Massachusetts, In 1870 it
bad 1,276 inbabitants. 1Ifs principal interests are in connection with agriculture, quarrying, and
coasting. Mr. Samuel Wasson says of it: ¢ West Brooksville is the Coastville of Western Han-
cock [Hancock County]. Nearly every wan sails, helps to man, or is part owner of a ¢coaster,
which gives a peculiar idiom to their language, which is perfect Greek to a backwoodsman.”

At present Brooksville has one vessel of 6.50 tons with a crew of two men engaged in the sbore-
fisheries. About thirteen men fish for lobsters from April to August, selling the bulk of their catch
to the Castine cannery. Seven men clam in winter, and an equal number make a business of line-
fishing in summer. In addition to these, fully seventy-five men fish for mackerel {from two to six
weeks in summer, most of their catch being canned at Castine. There are also extensive smelt
fisheries in the town.

21. CASTINE AND ITS FISHERIES.

ITs FISHERIES, PAST AND PRESENT.—Castine is a small town lying to the south of Penobscot,
between the Penobscot River and South Bay. It contains the village of Castine, which is one of
the oldest and most intercsting settlements in the State. Members of the Plymouth colony occu-
pied it as a trading post as early as 1630, when it was known as Pentagoet; it was permanently
settled by the English in 1760. In 1796 it was set off from Penobscot and incorporated. From its
carliest settlement it bhas been the secene of Lloody conflicts, and bas been frequently taken and
refaken by the armies of the French, Dutel, and British., In 1850 it had 1,260 inhabitants and
the census of 1870 showed a gain of only 44.

Its history as a fishing town is both peculiar and interesting. Its distance from the shore
fishing grounds prevents any extensive boat-fisheries, though several parties are engaged in the
capture of lobsters and mackerel in snmmer, and a namber of others dig a few clams from the
mud-flats in winter. Iu 1880 ten men were engaged for a number of weeks in the shore mackerel
fishery, selling their cateh to the cannery at the village. All of these “clam?” to a greater or less
extent in winter, and four of them fish for lobsters from April to August. Aside from this and the
smelt fisheries which will be mentioned elsewhere, there is at present no fishing of importance from
the town.

Though the boat-fisheries have never been extensive, the excellent harbor gave Castiue an
advautage in the vessel-fisheries which she retained for many years. By the beginning of the
present century she had a few large vessels engaged inthe various offshore fisheries; and the number
continued to increase until her vessels frequented all of the important fishing grounds, including
Grand and Western Banks, Labrador, Bay of Chaleur, and the Magdalen Islands. The Grand
Baunks cod fisheries are said to have been peculiarly important. They began early in the century,
and by 1833 a large number of vessels were employed in this work, The fisking continued to be
exteusivély prosecuted till 1855, after which it rapidly declined, the vessels being sold to other places
or employed in the coasting trade. In 1878 the offshore fleet had been reduccd to two sail.  These
returned from the fishing gronnds with small fares, whereupon their owners beeame discouraged
and decided to give up the business. Both vessels were immediately stripped and sceured to the
wharves, where they have since remained.

During the years of greatest activity a considerable number of small vessels were fitted out for
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the shore and Bay of Fundy fisheries. These went regularly to the nearer grounds and returned
with good catehes. But the causes that led to the reduction of the offshore fleet had their influ-
ence upon the smaller craft, and though some of them were kept for a number of years they grad-
nally disappeared, and to-day not a fishing vessel sails from Castine. True, several small ones
have been granted tishing licenses, but on examination it is found that they are employed chiefly
in other work, and it would be misleading to include them with the fishing vessels of the coast.

THE TRADE WITH FISHING VESSELS.—While the fisheries proper of the town have been impor-
tant, the trade with the fishing fleet of other places hus been of much greater value to the people,
and Castine was for a number years, next to Portland, the principal fisheries center of the State.

Up to 1824, according to Mr, William Webb, of Deer Isle, little attention was paid to the vessel
trade by the merchants of the city, and some of them even sent their own schooners to Portland
for their salt and other outfits. About this time the first cargo of salt was imported by one of the
Castine dealers. This was the beginning of a large trade, and vessels from the surrounding country,
including Deer Isle, Swan’s Isle, IFox Islands, Mount Desert, and many other fishing towns along
the shore, soon came to depend wholly on Castine for their fittings, including salt, gear, and pro-
visions. The buosiness continued to increase, and by 1845, according to a correspondent of the

Bangor Whig, fally three hundred vessels, carrying upwards of two thousand men, “fitted” at
Custine for the various bank and shore fisheries, while 2,000 tons of salt were annually imported
and consumed. The most of this came direct from Cadiz and Liverpool.

Mr. Webb informs us that the trade began to decrease just prior to the rebellion, and that
since 1870 “bankers” have gone elsewhere for their supplies, and the shore vessels have gradually
sought other markets. At present the trade is confined to eight or ten small vessels belonging at
Deer and Swan's Isles, and it is practically of no importance.

Aside from the interests already mentioned Castine has oune of the largest line factories in the
country, where most of the cod and maekerel lines used by the New Iingland fishermen are made.

THE CANNING OF FISHERY PRODUCTS.—A large cannery was built at the village in 1871 and
is now doing an extensive business in the cauning of lobsters, mackerel, elams, and various kinds
of berries and fruits.  About fifty hands are employed during the working season. This cannery
was probably the first to use a steawer for gathering its supplies of sea products from the fisher-
men of the adjoining shore and the numerous outlying islands. The change from sailing vessels
to steamers has proved thoroughly satisfactory and it seems probable thai steamers will soon be
generally introduced for this work.

22, PENOBSCOT, ORLAND, AND BUCKSIPORT.

PeNoBscor.—The town of Penobseot is too far from the fishing grounds of the coast to have
any extensive salt-water fisheries.  The only business in this line is the curing of a cargo of codfish
caught by a vessel belonging in Ellsworth,

Penobscot has extensive smelt fisherios, and a few of its inbhabitunts go to the outer islands
occasionally and fish for cod and mackerel for home supply. Beyond this uo fishing of auny kind
is done.

Bucksrorr AND ORLAND.—The towus of Bucksport and Orland, situated on the eastern
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bank of the Penobscot, 18 miles below Bangor, are so intimately conuected in their fishing inter-
ests that they should properly be considered together. The region was first settled in 1762, and
as early as 1325 Mr. Joseph Cook and one or two others had fair-sized vessels engaged in the off-
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shore fisheries. The business continued to increase till 1855, w hen, according to Mr. N. H. Powers,
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there were about 20 vessels, runging from 50 to 125 tons, carpenter’s measurement, landing a total
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of 20,000 quintals of fish during the season. Most of the vessels went to ““the Bay” for mackerel
after their return from the banks. The “ ground-fish” were dried by professional ecurers at
Orland and sold in Boston, and the mackerel were packed at various places. From 1858 the fishing
inferests began to decline, and in 1870, according to Mr. Powers, the fishing fleet of the two towns
numbered only three or four sail, the majority of the old vessels being employed in the coasting
trade.

In 1877 the business again revived, and in 1380 Orland had 6 schooners, aggregating 373.02
tons, engaged in the Grand Bank cod fisheries. The vessels are valued at £10,500. During the
same season Bucksport had 6 large vessels fishing on Grand Banks, and two smaller ones engaged
in the shore fisheries; this fleet was valued at $13,600, and aggregated 459.03 tons. About 150
men are employed in the vessel fisheries of the two towns. The crews are usually hired at wages
varying from §120 to $150 for the season. The vessels, as a rule, make but one trip during the
summer, starting late in the spring and returning early in the fall. Nearly all Iand their catch at
Orland, where the fish are cared before being shipped to Bostou and other places.

In 1880 there were six curing-stands in the vicinity. These had an aggregate value of $3,000,
and furnished employment to 27 men for two months. The quantity of fish cured was 13,200
quintals, all but 400 quintals of which were cod.

F—THE BELFAST DISTRICT.
23. GENERAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES.

A DESCRIPTION OF THE DISTRICT AND ITS FISHERIES.—The Belfast customs distriet extends
along the western border of 1’enobscot Bay, from Stockton to Rockland. 1t also includes the Fox
Islands, lying in the mouth of the bay, about midway between its eastern and western shorves.
The soil of the mainland is well suited for agriculture, which oeenpies the atteution of a majority
of the people. The residents of the Fox Islands are engaged chicfly in quarrying and fishing.
At the principal harbors along the main shore are settlements of greater or less importance. The
largest of these are the cities of Belfast and Camden. The people of these places, as well as those
of the smaller villages, are extensively interested in the coasting and foreign vessel trade, and
many large merchantmen are owned and manned by them.

Camden and Belfast are the only places oh the mainland that have been extensively engaged
in the isheries. The residents of these cities became interested in the fisheries about 1825, and
for a quarter of a eentury the business continued to increase in importance, though it has since
declined, and the vessel-fisheries are now almost discontinued. The residents still continue to
engage in the shore fisheries to a greater or less extent in summer, ecatching lobsters, mackerel,
cod, and other species for local supply. The river fisheries of the region are quite extensive,
many salmon, alewives, and smelt being secured.

The only islands of importance in the group known as the Fox Islands are North Haven and
Vinal Haven. These were settled about 1765 by parties from other localities, who came to Vinal
Haven for the more suceessful prosecation of the fisheries. Up to 1330 the vessels owned in this
locality were small craft, most of them being under 30 tons, carpenter’s measurement. A majority
of these were owned at Vinal Haven, this island, owing to its nearness to the fishing-grounds, hav-
ing the largest fishing interests. A little later better vessels were added to the Vinal Haven fleet,
but the North Haven fishermen continued to use small ones np to 1850, since which time her fish-
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ing interests have been constantly increasing. To-day each island has twenty vessels, those of
North Haven averaging about 40 tons, while those of Vinal Haven are only half as large.

The shore boat-fisheries furnish employment to 180 men, all but 10 of these being engaged in
thie lobster fisheries during the spring and early summer, while the remainder of the season is
spent in the capture of mackerel and other fishes. .

STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION FOR 1880.—The following statement shows the extent of the
fisheries of the district for 1880:

Summary statement of persons employed and capital invested.

Persons employed. Number. [4 Capital invested. Amount.
) B v{ R S S
Nuuber of vesselfishermen ... ... .. ... 343 ; Capital in vessels and boats. $134, 705
Number of hoat-fisliermen. ..o oo oo oo imiaaan 490 1 {apital in nets and traps ... 28, 468
Nuwber of curers, packers, titters, &c ... ... ....... ... 32 i Other fixed aud circulating eapital. ..o oeee oL @ 59, 455
Number of factory-hands ..ol 84 i] L B 999, 628
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a Other fired and circulating capital.—Cash capital, $34,200; wharves, shorehouses, and fixtures, $14, 255; factory buildings and apparatus,
$11, 000; total, $79, 455

Detailed statement of capital invested in vessels, boals, nets, and traps.

‘\ | Valae of | | 5
(P A - ne 1
Vessels and baats.  No. | Toonage. | Valuo. :‘“‘éﬁh}:l“t‘ o ‘ifﬂ;‘ét‘.’f! 3 3:;':}' i Nets and traps. No. Value.
| { and nets, | ;
; R JRNS B B T T o ——
Tessels. | . Nets.
| |
In food-fish fishery : ‘ i . Gill-nets:
Active ... . ... 53 1, 830. 84 $48. 375 $10, 165 © $43,870 | $102 400 In vessel-fisheries. . ... 118 1, 770
| i M
Tdle e ianeannn ot I 3 3190 310 O P, | 550 In boat-fisheries ... 400 4, 800
1
In lobster tishery ........ { 5 120. 49 | 6, 400 50 800 l 7,250 {. Purse-seines:
Total - o P # 1,480, 28 | - f i Invessel-isheries.. . 14 7,500
" i SR i = Haul-seincs:
Boats. .‘ { | In boat-fisheries ... 13 325
In vessel-fishevies ... ... ! 153 . cvvnniumnn. 4,835 |.oeiieii e 4, 835 Total cemennnnn . 545 14,395
In shorefisberies ... ... Ly L % R 12,770 4, 900 2, 000 18, 670 b
o Traps
Total .. .. ... ... 827 |l 17, 605 4, 900 2, 004 24, b5
WeIrs oo imiaiiaiaa 13 1,975
Fykes ... _._......... 30 150
Lobster-pots............ 15, 930 11, U8
Totad cuaciaiannoia.. 15,973 14,073
Detailed statement of the quantitiesgand values of The products.
T Pounds, Pounds, Value as
Prodnets specified. fresi:. prepared. Bulk. sold.
L L T T 33 R O P $247, 558
Fresh fish. T T -
T 472,000 | oo e e e, 6, 203
For bait . e iiiiiiaiiian. 1,441,000 ... ... 7,205 barrela 5, 404
For fertilizer oo e et e e e 20,000 ... ... 109 barrels 50
Total oo e e rnte e IS T e P 11, 747
Dry fish. T )
L0 R 1,898, 000 654, 080 20, 440
= Y R 2,284,820 | 1,362,502 | 18, 249
HAGROCK . 1 ee et e 1,004, 850 | 857,280 |.. 7,178
Pollofk civveimiercr e cire e e mseerecmn et aeaaa, 120,930 | 46,704 |. 834
CUHK L e e em oot e e e eeeaaeenmmmes oo nn o ame e n e an e e aeaans 67, 080 28, 896 710
1 O U | 6,375,680 | 2,448,552 47,411
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Detailed statemeni of the quantitics and values of the products—Continued.

N . Pounds Pounds.
Troducts specified. fresh. | prepared. Balk.
Pickled fish.
B 3 4,476,600 | 2,984,400 | 14,922 Larrels. .. ... ..oc...oeioos. $U5, 802
195, 000 156, 000 T8O barrels ...l 2, 340
10, 600 5, 000 25 barrels .. ... B 125
7 ba B8, 267
Herring:
LT 1 D P 14,118 ¢ 10, 200 1,200boxes ool 240
Haddock (Finnan haddies) 6,200 | 3,000 |. . 175
Total coer e annn 20, 018 13,200 .. 415
Canned fish. T )
Mackerel._........... S P . 0B, 612 CRAS. ... iemeer e eania 19, 874
Lobsters. T e
D 3 | PR . 899, (00
Canned ....... e e e e m e eddme et 1,177,404
B2 A 1, 876, 464
Olams. -
Forfood oo, 18, 750 1,875 bashels_ ... 656
Forbait..o..... ... 46,900 ). .. 4,690 bushels = 33 1,675
Canmed . ..o e e i ceidaans 7,000 T00 bushels == 7 824 cans. ... 750
b T X 72,630
Miscellaneoye. o
Fisheoil oo oo [T RPN
R AU NS
Marine products used for fortilizers .. ooo. weeeeveioiaeen oL e
Total &2 798

24, BELFAST AND ADJACENT TOWNS.

SToCKTON.—Stockton is sitnated about five or six miles helow Bucksport, on the west side of
the Penobseot River. It has a resident population of about 1,550, including a village of 500 inhab-
itants at Cape Jellison Harbor. The people of the town are largely interested in agriculture, and m
vessels employed in the foreign or coasting trade. Mauny of the inhabitants «“{ollow the sea” for a
livelihood, The fisheries of the town are very limited. One vessel of 8 tons is engaged in the shore
tisheries” during a part of the summer, and anotber of 16 tons “rans” lobsters and elams to the
Castine cannery; these two comprise the fishing fleet of the town. In 1830 seven or eight men
were engaged in the lobster fisheries, and twenty or more fished for mackerel for several weeks in
midsummer, some of themn fishing for pleasure only. A few of the residents go down the river to
fish for cod and hake for bome supply, but none follow the business regularly. The river fisheries
for salmon and alewives are quite important. They will be described in the chapter on the fresh-
water fisheries of the State. '

SEARSPORT.—The town of Searsport, forming the western boundary of PPenobscot River,
between Stockton and Belfast, has about 2,200 inhabitants. It has a village of the same name,
with about 1,000 inhabitants. Many of the residents are extemsively interested in the coasting
trade, while others own or man larger vessels that run between the United States and various
Eumpe;m countries; the remainder are engaged in farming. The fishing interests of the town
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are very similar to those of Stockton. It has one vessel of 18 tons engaged in the shore fish-
eries, landing her catech at the curing-stands at North Haven. Eight men are interested in the
lobster fisheries, and seventy or eighty fish for mackerel during the height of the season. Some
ecateh enough for home use only, wlile others fish more extensively, selling their catch to the resi-
dents of the village. It is estimated by Mr. W. H. Matthews that 160 barrels of mackerel were
taken by the local fisbermen in 1880. The salmon and alewife fisheries are quite extensive, and
a number of weirs have been built for their capture by the fishermen of the town,

BrLFAsT ~—The town of Belfast, on the west bank of the Penobseot River, 25 to 30 miles above
Rockland, was first settled in 1770. It was incorporated in 1773 and named in honor cf Belfast,
Ireland. In 1776 it had 229 inhabitants, and in 1870, 5,278. Williamson, in his History of Belfast,
says: “The first settlers were of course strangers to the luxuries of living. For several years they
depended for the means of subsistence almost exclusively npon their crops and upon fishing and
hunting. The rich, newly-burnt land produced a plentiful supply of cereals and potatoes. Moose,
deer, and even bears were abundant, and the river furnished salmon, shad, and alewives.”

Capt. Charles H. Wording informs us that Belfast was interested in the fisheries to a limited
extent only prior to 1826, when she built or purchased a fleet of small vessels. About 1835 a
better class of vessels were introduced, and soon twenty sail were owned in the town, the larger
ones fishing on the nearer offshore banks for cod in spring, and in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and
along the Maine shore for mackerel later in the season. Most of the cod were cured on the lower
islands, and prior to 1840 the mackerel were packed in Boston. A considerable portion of the fleet
“fitted” at Castine. About 1855 the business became less prosperous, and it was almost wholly
discontinned before the war. Since that time Belfast has had a fow vessels engaged in the shore
fisheries cach season, but the eatch has usunally been so small as to be quite unimportant. [n 1879
she had tive fishing vessels, averaging 20 tons each, fishing on the inshore grounds. The fleet was
valned at $1,650, and farnished employment to twenty-nine men.

The boat-fisheries vary considerably, and are at times quite important. The principal fishing
occurs in midsummer, when the mackerel enter the bay. They are very abundant for several
weeks, and many of the inhabitants, including men and boys of all classes, engage in the fisheries
to a greater or less extent for pleasure and profit. Some fish only occasionally for home supply,
others devote their entire time to fishing while the mackerel remain, and realize a considerable
profit from their sales. It is said that there are at times over one hundred boats, with one to four
men each, fishing within a few miles of the city.

Mr. Frank W, Colling, of Belfast, sends us the following account of the boat-fisheries for 1879

“1t is estimated by competent judges that, during the season of 1879, there were 1,000 barrels
of mackerel eanght in our bay (mostly by hand-lines) ; of this amount about one-third were shipped
to Boston, and the larger cities of our own State.

“The smelt-fishing has been poorer here this season than for many years. Owing to the pre
vailing warm weather, and ruling low prices, not more than half of the usual number have engaged
in this fishery. (The smelts here are all canght with hand-lines.) From December 1, 1879, to the
present time [March, 1880}, there have been about five tons of smelts caught here; of these, nearly
two tous have been shipped to Portland, Boston, and New York.

“The past season there were twelve men engaged in lobster fisheries, using a total of 375 traps.
Although the season was considered a poor one by the fishermen, about 75,000 lobsters were canght,
one-third of them being sold to the smacks, and shipped to Boston, and towns in this State.

¢ From the most careful inquiries among the clam-diggers, and other persons havinga knowledge
of our local fisheries, we learn that there have been 5,000 bushels of clams dug here the past year,
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though none have been salted for fish-bait this season as in previous years. Of the 5,000 bashels
dug, about one-half have been shipped to other places. On account of their fine flavor the Belfast
clams are considered superior to those of any other loeality, and they always find a ready market
in our neighboring cities and towns where they are known. It would be impossible fo form any
correct estimate of the large quantity of flounders taken here during the vear. This braneh of the
tishing is follosved, not only by our local fishermen, but there is a little multitude of boys who
throng the heads of the piers and the bridge for weeks, to fish for flounders. The fish are neatly
dressed and strung in bunches (usually twelve in a bunch) for the market. Thousands of bunches
are shipped to cities and towns in this vicinity.

“ Although Belfast is not engaged in the salimon fishery to any great extent, there is probably
no place in the State where more Penobscot salmon are sold. The past season, 1879, there were
about 25,000 pounds of Penobscot salmon sold (by the fishermen in this vieinity) to the marketiven
and inhabitants here; of this amount not more than 2,000 pounds were shipped to other places,
the rest being consumed locally. Salmon are no longer a luxury here, to be eujoyed by the rich
only, but during plentiful seasons they are now often sold by our local dealers as low as ten cents
per pound. Throngh the untiring efforts of the Tish Commission, for the past eight years, in
restocking the Penobscot River, this once rare and delicate fish has been placed within the reach
of the poor as well as the rich, and to-day the Penobscot is, in every respect, a salmon stream.”

NonrerorT.—XNorthport, lying just south of Belfast, on Belfast Bay, is a town with a seattered
population, engaged largely in agriculture, though a few of its inhabitants are more or less
dependent upon the sea. A number of small coasting vessels are owned by the residents and
some of the men are interested in the salmon fisheries during a portion of the year. As the town
has no fishing fleet, the cateh of marine species is very limited, the work being largely confined to
the capture of mackerel during a few weeks in mid-summer, while a number of parties take lobsters
and clams to a limited extent for loeal supply.

25, CAMDEXN AXND 1TS FISHERIES.

The town of Camden, which includes the villages of Camden and Roekport, forms the western
bank of the Penobscot River between Rockland and Lincolnville. It was settled in 1769, and
incorporated in 1791.

According to Messrs. J. and B. C. Adams, Camden was for many vears extensively interested
in the fisheries, and had a fleet of 15 to 20 sehooners engaged in the Labrador, Magdalen, bank,
and shore fisheries, with a considerable number of others from the Fox Islands that came to Cam-
den for their fittings. Later the causes that led to the decline of the fisheries of the region affected
Camden equally with the other places, and, after a few unprosperous years, the business was
almost wholly discontinued. At present the fishing fleet of the town, including the two lobster
smacks owned at Rockport, is made up of five sail vessels and one steamer. Three of the vessels
are engaged exclusively in the wackerel fisheries, and the others, including the steamer, are
employed in the transportation of fishery products. The steamer carries herring, ackerel, and
clams to the eanncries at the village, and the smacks “ run” lobsters to Portland and Boston.

The boat fisheries are of little importance. A number of men from both Camden and Rock-
port are interested in the lobster fisheries; others go to the outer islands occasionally to fish for
cod and other species; while all, with many of the shoresmen, are engaged in “hooking™ mackerel
for several weeks in summer.,

A lobster cannery was built at Camden, by Portland eapital, in 1878, and during the past season
thirty hands were employed in canning lobsters and mackerel. In the summer of 1880 a sardine

4GRY
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cannery was located here for the purpose of utilizing the small herring that were reported as peen-
liarly abundant in the region. Weirs were bnilt at different points along the mainland, and about
the various islands, but thus far the cateh, with few exceptions, has beeu so-small that the cannery
has not been fully supplied. A scarcity of herring has resulted in experiments in the canning of
mackerel, and Mr. Sellmann, the proprietor, has succeeded in producing a very palatable article
which is now being placed upon the market under the name of “broiled mackerel.” The fish are
received with great favor by the trade, and the demand for them is constantly increasing. The
process of preparation is radically different from that heretofore employed in the canning of this
species. Fat mackerel of small size are selected, and after their heads and tails have been removed,
the fish are thoroughly cleaned and washed; they are then spread on wire trays aad placed on a
tevolving frame in a large oven, where they are broiled for several minutes in a manner similar to
that by which the sardines are prepared. When thoroughly cooked, they are taken out, and, after
cooling, packed in tin cans with tomatn or other sance and hermetically sealed. Mr. Sellmann
hias certainly made an important discovery, and there is every reason to believe that the business
begun by him will develop enormously within the next few years. )

26. THE FOX ISLAXNDS.

THE LOCATION AND IMPORTANCE OF THE ISLANDS.—Tle Fox Islands, including the islands
of Vinal Haven and North Haven, are situated in the mouth of the Penobscot River, about mid-
way between either shore. They were first permanently settled in 17635, and incorporated under
the name of Vinal Haven in 1789, North Haven being set off in 1846. The southern island is one
ltuge mass of granite, with hardly a patch of soil large enough to warrant any ene in engaging in
agriculture., Tor this reason nine-tenths of the men are employed in the granite (uarries at
Carver’s Harbor, which rank among the most important on the continent. The northern island is
quite different, and though very rocky in parts has much arable land, and a large part of its
people are engaged in farming.

The location of the islands in the vicinity of excellent fishing-grounds has naturally led many
of the inhabitants to engage extensively in the fisheries. The first settlers are said to have been
fishermen who came to the region for the purpose of prosecuting their work to better advantage.

THE FISHERIES OF VINAL HAVEN.—A ccording to Mr. James Roberts, Vinal Haven had twelve
to fifteen sail of Chebacco boats, ranging from 15 to 30 tons, engaged in the fisheries as early as
1817, the smaller ones fishing along the shore while the larger ones went to the Seal Island grounds
and Brown's Bank. The fleet was gradually increased by purchase from Cape Ann and elsewhere,
and before 1830 a larger and better class of vessels had been brought to the town,

The Labrador fisherics, says Mr. Roberts, began in 1804, and were continued to 1810, though
the business was never extensive. One season two or three vessels would engage in this fishery,
and for several years following none would be sent.

The Magdalen herring fisheries have been peculiarly important and extensive. They began
abont 1830 and continued without interruption till 1858. The height of the fishery was from 1840
to 1850, when eight er nine sail went yearly, starting early in April and returning late in May.
The herring were landed ou the island, where the bulk of them were smoked. Some erews con-
tracted their cateh in advance to the Vinal Haven dealers, agreeing to land their cargoes at a
stipulated price. The crews often parehased their fish from the natives, though this practice was
not universal, aud many of them ¢went ou shares,” catching, salting, and smoking their fish,
and carrying them to Boston to be marketed. As far as we could learn, but one vessel from
Vinal ITaven has fished on Grand Banks, and this for but one or two years only. One vessel, the
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Black Swan, made two trips to George’s in the winter of 1861-'62, after which the business was
abandoned on account of the danger attending the work.

As has been said, the fisheries continued to increase from year to year from the first settle-
ment of the island to the middle of the present century. They were most prosperous between
1845 and 1858, when from ninety to one hundred sail were owned at Vinal Haven, and thirty-five
or forty belonged at North Haven. Probably four-fifths of these were under 50 tons, carpenter’s
measurement. These vessels usnally fitted at Castine, but cured their fish at home and sold them
to the Boston dealers. According to Mr. David Vinal, Vinal Haven alone marketed $70,000 worth
of dry fish in 1853,

The first real hindrance to the prosecution of the fisheries was the civil war, which called many
of the fishermen to the Sonth. Later, large quarries were opened, and as these furnish regular
employment to the men at good wages, many have sold their vessels and remain at home. Others
have gradually drifted into the lobster fishery, finding it more profitable than any other branch
of the fisheries of the region.

THE FISHERIES OF NORTH HAvEN.—North Haven continued to use small vessels and Che-
bacco bonts for many years. Mr. Nelson Mullin informs us that in 1845 the largest vessel ou the
island was the Hawk, of 44 tons, old measurement. About 1830 a larger class of vessels was
purchased, and as the fisheries of Vinal Haven decreased those of North Haven became more
extensive. Soon a number of these vessels were sent regularly to the banks for cod in the spring,
after which they fitted for ¢ the Bay” mackerel fishery., By 1861 some of the larger craft were
engaged in the mackerel fishery during the entire season, going sonth in spring and following the
fish northward as the season advanced.

In 1879 there were twenty vessels, aggregating 636.09 tons, fishing from North Haven. These
were valued at $22,625, and required the services of one hundred and forty-five men. Of the
entire fleet six were engaged exclusively in the mackerel fisheries, three of them going south in
the spring. Three of the remaining fourteen fished for cod, and the rest were engaged in the shore
fisheries for cod, haddock, polloek, hake, mackerel, and herring. During the same year Vinal
Haven had twenty vessels aggregating 390.55 tons, engaged in the fisheries during some part of
the year. The fleet was valued at $15,550, and carried ninety-eight men. Two of the vessels were
engaged in carrying lobsters to the local canneries, and all but two of the remainder fish on the
inshore grounds.

The boat-fishermen of the island engage chiefly in the capture of lobsters during the spring
and early summer, and in a limited fishery for mackerel in midsummer, and for hake in the fall.
The lobster fishery, according to Mr. Vinal, began about 1851, when J. B. Hamden, of Boston, built
a cannery at Carver's Harbor. This was operated regularly up {o 1859, when it was closed. From
that date nothing was done till 1870, when Portland parties bought the property, and have continued
the business to the present time. DMr. Mullin informs us that a cannery was built at North Haven
in 1837. Tach of these canneries puts up both iobsters and mackerel, the two employing a total
of sixty-five hands during the beight of the scason. There are now 180 boat-fishermen living on
the jslands. Abont 170 of these are engaged in the lobster fishery from early spring till the 1st of
August, some of them continning the work throughout the entire year. The small lobsters are
usually sold to the eanneries, and the large ones are carried to Portland, Boston, and New York
by the smacks that come regularly to the region. The men tend about sixty pots each, setting
them on almost any of the rocky ledges in the vicinity of the island. When the mackerel arrive
many of the above fishermen, together with a number of farmers and quarrymen, spend a few

-
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weelks in their capture, after which the landsmen return to their work on shore and the others fish
for cod, hake, and haddock till cold weather sets in.

A greater part of the fish eaught by the small vessels and boats are sold to dealers, or landed
at the stand of some professional curer to be prepared for the market. In 1879 there were nine
curing stands on the two islands, employing an average of two men each. The quantity of fish
cured during the season, including 1,060 quintals haudled by the boat-fishermen, was 18,400 quin-
tals, the greater part being sold in Boston.

G.—THE WALDOBORO’' DISTRICT.
27. GENERAL REVIEW OF THE TFISHERIES OF THE DISTRICT.

ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE FISHERIES.—The Waldoboro’ customs distriet, which
includes the coast-line between Camden and Booth Bay, as well as the islands of Matinicus and
Monhegan, is from a historical standpoint cne of the most interesting in the United States. It
was visited by European voyagers as early as 1602, and by 1617 British merchants sent vessels
regularly to Monhegan to engage in the fisheries. It was originally included under the Pemaquid
patent, granted by King Charles T to Elbridge and Aldsworth in 1629.  According to Williamson,
the section lving between Sagadalioc and Saint George had & population of 500 as early as 1630;
of this number it may fairly be inferred that two-thirds were within the present limits of the
Walidobero district. Nearly all of the early settlers came to the region to engage iu the fisheries,
which at that time formed the principal occupation of the people.

The district is now quite thickly settled. It includes the cities of Rockland, Thomaston, and
Damariscotta, and several small villages. Many of the inhabitants devote their attention to agri-
enltare, but a majority of those living along the coast are engaged in the fisheries, while not a few
are employed in ship-building or are dependent upon the coasting trade.

THE VESSEL AND Boat FISHERILS.—The fishing vessels of the region have, as a rule, been
quite small, and now as in the past, only a few large ones are owned in the distriet. Those of
suitable size are sent to the more important fishing grounds, but the majority are engaged in the
shore fisheries only. The present fleet numbers 111 gail, these averaging about 22 tons each.

The boat-fisheries have long been important, though owing to the menbaden fisheries they
have decreased somewhat in certain towns during the last ten or fifteen years. They now furnish
cmployment to 483 men, only one hundred less than the number on the vessels. Of these, 250
arc engaged in the capture of lobsters during some portion of the year. The ecatch for the season
reacbed 1,695,882 pounds, of which quantity 748,182 pounds were put up at the Port Clyde cannery.
The remainder of the boat fishermen are engaged in the capture of cod, herring, mackerel, and
other species along the shores of the outer headlands and islands.

THE MENHADEN INDUSTRY.—The menhaden fisheries of Maine began in a small way more
thay twenty years ago.  In 1864, a factory was built at Bristol near the eastern boundary of the
district. Later, the business became very important, and Bristol came to be the center of the
industry for the State. In 1878, according to reliable authorities, there were eleven factories at
Bristol, valued, with machinery and fixtures, at three-quarters of a million dollars. Twenty-nine
steamers with five hundred fishermien were employed, and two hundred additional hands were
engaged in manipulating the catch. The production of these establishments during the season was
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1,176,310 gallons of oil, and 12,588 tons of gnano. In 1880 no menhaden were taken and all of the
factories were necessarily closed.

STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION FOR 1830.—The extent of the fishing interests of the distriet
for 1880 will be found in the accompanying statement,

Summary statement of persons employed and capital invesied.

Persons employed. ! Number, ! Capital invested. ‘ Armount.
Number of vessel-fishermen ... .coooovooi o aiaaot 575 Capital in vessels and boats . ...oooenniiiiiiiiiiiaiana. $228, 075
Number of boat-fishermen 483 f Capitalin nets and traps «.o.coeviuiiaiiiiina e, ; 33, 542
Number of enrers, packers, fitters, &c . 76 © Other fixed and cirenlating capital . . a251,125
Number of factory ands........coooiil, 41! O T R ; 510 740
B R | 1,169

a Other fixed and circulating capital.—Cash capital, $16,200; wharves, shorehouses, and fixtures, $34,125; factory buildings and apparatus
(inclnding 190,800 for menbaden 0il and guano factories not in use since 1878), $200,800; total, 251,125,

Detailed statement of capifal invested in vessels, boats, netz, and traps.

Value of

Tessels and boats. XNo. : Tonnage. | Value. Ssxﬂe&&,}l?\ ‘(:1 ;’g:t ‘Tfffll Nets aud traps. No. Value.
: - and nets,
Veszels, i Nets.
In fooid-fish Gsliery: : - Gill-nets: ;
Aetive. U1 2,435,790 ) $80 435 2 $172, 025 In vesselisheries - 588 $9, 837
Idle ... 4 33.46 650 ¢ 650 In boat-disheries ......¢ 580 7. 000
In menhaden fishery. ... ' 1, 79.20 7. 000 7,000 Turse-seiues:
In lobster fishery.. 11 211.91 ¢ 5, 800 7.670 In vessel-fisheries ... 10 5, 500
Toovster Aslery. ..o cieiiin ieenivmens e e e e i In boat-fisheries ...... 1 300
Total cooenoie 197 2.760.36 | 94,385 18385 | 4,5ia . 187,315 Llaubsciues:
: ' In boat-tisheries...... [ 550
Buoats.
In vessel-fisheries o ... .. 200 oo T e o 7,173
In shore-fisheries ........ 437 ' 26,925 4, 830 1,800 ° 33,535
i 54,100 4830 1800 40,70 Neirs 6 480
; : Fykes . 100 500
Lobster pots .oooo. ... 12, 500 2,375
i

| : : Total ............... 12,606 10,355

Detailed statement of the quantities and values of the products.

s i Ponnds, Tounds, | Value as
Products specified. | tresh. i prepared. | Bulk, sold.
GTANT L0LAT e eeen e e e ae cee e e n e e anne L22,076.505 ... ... e e, e $206, 465
Fresh fish. T T - T
FOr f00d oo it e e iaena e e DO 1 7 - 1 U 4,307
BT (75§ PR R 13,550 barrels. ....coooi i iaen.. 10,162
Fm'ﬁ'rﬁlizcr.........,............._..........‘.......,..,..‘.....:\ fod barrels. ...l 400
Total
| ;
Cod... DOB,550,700 § 2 ENT AT el 70,546
Huke ....._.... 5,868,050 | 2,207,120 oo, 20, 528
Haddock : 1,413,515 0 B0 &2 e iiiee 16, 082
Pollock 782,420 7 202,196 .. ... e 5,296
Cosk voiiiiii i, et eae e eeeaeeaaree temaeennvanaaeeen | 260, 520 112,924 Lol . 2,756
! SO PR

14,374, 105
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Detailed statement of the quantilies and values of the products—Continued.

. |  Pounds, Pounds, Valne as
Products specified. fresh. | prepared. | Bulk. 801d.
Pickled fish. % " -' |
B T T o U 2, 462, 100 1,641,400 ¢ 8,207 barrels..ceesicns cenienn. ; $47, 190
Herring: : i ‘
OTAINATY - oo oo it et e et iea e 1,012,750 810,200 | 4,051 barrels .. .....oveennn.. ... : 12,153
MiSCEUANBOTS .o atee e ccitaeeacereeeraeaancnsacamanna: rasnsnnsanas 12,000 ; 8, 000 | 40 barrels ceveer s ieanaenaa. 200
Total .l 3,486,850 | 2,450,600 | 12,208 barrels coeeueoieunnn.nann.] 59, 543
Smoked fisk, ; ;
Herring : i i
OTAIDATY . .. ee it e ie e tieccn i ceecieeecaannseen e 9,118 6, 588 TTHDOXES veeneraemmnnaennenn. : 155
Canned fish. B T
B T e ) O PRSI ‘4, 308

947, 700

O SO 34, 740
948,182 |............ 138,264 cans 17, 799
TOMAD cevrmeecminnsceaeramneaaeceaarcanaeemm s senenna s s | 1,695,882 |. 52, 539
Olams | { T e
| 1

FOP 000 1 vomeeeae e meeetc e et e ea e e mn e e eanaae 29,400 | 2,980 busbels ...oocevennennnn] 1,029
FOP BAI - oo e et eieeeceeee e et ea s e nn e ene] 118,580 | 11, 858 bushels=647 barrela...... | 4,235

| | ‘
TOLal cemtrt e e e e 1 147,980 |.ooeeninao.. e e e e, 1 5, 264
9, 644
Sounds coeiieeiiiin oo rrara o : 26, 843
Marine products used for fertilizers ........ .iccvccerenaraann.- : i 4, 500
0] A PP 40, 989

A description of the past and present fishery interests of the various towns of the Waldoboro’
district may be found in the following pages.

28. ROCKLAND, THOMASTON, AND SAINT GEORGE.

RockKLAND.—Up to 1848 Rockland was a part of Thomaston. At that time it was set off and
incorporated under the name of East Thomaston, and in 1850 the present name was adopted. Its
population in 1870 was 7,073. The principal business of the town is the quarrying of limestone
for the manufacture of me. Nearly all of the inhabitants are employed at the kilns and quarries
or on the vessels engaged in the transportation of the products.

Rockland has never been a fishing town and has had very few fishing-vessels sailing from its
harbor. The largest fleet at any time has not exceeded teun sail. In 1879 there were four vessels
engaged in the fisheries to a greater or less extent, only one of them being constantly employed.
Other small vessels were sailing under fishing license, but they fished so little that they should not
be considered as dependent npon the fisheries. In 1830 a small steamer, the Hurricane, was fitted
out with a purse-seine for menhaden, but not finding any of that species the captain turned his
attention to the capture of mackerel. This is the first instance of a steamer being employed
extensively in the mackerel fishery, and it is not impossible that this small beginning may result
in such a change in the methods of fishing as to completely revolutionize the mackerel fisheries of
the country.

The Doat fisheries of the town are very limited, and scarcely a dozen men follow fishing for a
livelibood, though fully fifty fish for mackerel for four or five weeks each summer. The bulk of
the cateh is sold fresh, though some are salted and sold to the local dealers. Reckland is obliged
to send to Saint George and Scuth Thomaston for a large part of her fresh fish.’
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The merchants of the place have a limited trade with the fishing-vessels of the islands, and
they fit out fifteen to twenty-five sail each season. The greater part of these belong at Matinicus
Island, which is a large fishing center. The merchants also buy many dry fish from these people
to supply their country trade. According to Mr. R. T. Crie, there were handled by the four firms
engaged iu the fish trade at Roekland, in 1880, about 1,000 quintals of cod, 300 quintals of haddock,
200 quintals of pollock, and 50 quintals of hake, in addition to 700 barrels of mackerel, 250 barrels
of pickled herring, and 100 barrels of smoked herring.

Sourn THoMASTON.—South Thomaston, about 4 miles below Rockland, was sct off from Thom-
aston and incorporated in 1848. It has a population of 1,693, with o small village of two or three
hundred inhabitants located on the Weskeag River. It depends largely for its trade upon the sur-
rounding country and the quarrymen of Dix and adjoining islands. There is no fishing of impor-
tance from the village, a few parties going out occasionally for pleasure during the summer only.
Clamns are duag in small quantities from the extensive flats in the vicinity, The town gets its supply
of fish and claws, mostly throngh peddlers, from the boat-fishermen of Ash Point and Owl’s Head.

THOMASTON.—Thomaston, at the head of navigation of the Saint George River, 3 miles sonth-
west of Rockland, was known as a trading post as early as 1630, and was permanently settled about
1719. It was incorporated as a town in 1777, and up to 1848 included both South Thomaston and
Rockland. It hasa present population of 3,092. The residents are largely engaged in ship-building,
confining themselves almost exclusively to the larger class of ships, brigs, and barks; and it is said
more tonnage is owned in Thomaston in proportion to its population than in any other American
city, Formerly the people were somewhat interested in the sea-fisheries, having a small fleet
engaged regularly in the shore-fisheries; but, owing to the distance from the fishing grounds, this
business has gradually died out, and now not a fishing vessel is owned here.

Clams abound in the Saint George River, near by, and several hundred barrels are dug each
winter by the inhabitants. A number of parties are extensively engaged in the river fisheries,
and 15 to 20 tons of smelt, with 10,000 alewives, are taken annually by means of weirs located
just below the city. Mackerel and menhaden oceasionally ascend the river to this point, but none
of the other important salt-water species occur. Some of the inhabitants go to the lower islands
in summer for a few days’ fishing, but the catch is of little importance. The town is nsually supplied
with fish by peddlers who drive in from the fishing settlements at Owl’s Head and Cushing, while
a few shore-fishermen of Cushing and Friendship “run” fresh fish to the market in their boats.

SAINT GEORGE.—Saint George occupies a peninsula of land 10 miles long by 3 or 4 miles
wide, lying just south of Thomaston, between the Saint George River and Penobscot Bay. It
includes two groups of small islands known as George’s Islands and the Mussel Ridges. The town
was included in the Museongus patent, and was visited by fishermen and others at a very ecarly
date. Williamson, in his History of Maine, says: *‘In 1636 there were a few settlers at the river
Saint George and upon George’s Island within the Muscongus patent, though they were principally
fishermen.” The town was set off from Cushing and incorporated in 1803, and bas a present
population of 2,318, It has four small settlements or post-office centers. These are Tenant's
Harbor, Saint George, Martinsville, and Port Clyde. The last-named, formerly known as Herring-
gut, is the principal fishing center, while the first is a village of sowme note with a large fleet of
vessels engaged in the coasting trade. )

As already wmentioned, Saint George was formerly a fishing town of considerable importauce,
and in 1838 there were three firms that did an extensive ¢ fitting ” business, and cured annually
about 6,000 quintals of fish. Many were also cured by the fishermen of the town. At that time
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fish are said to have been very plenty in the vicinity, and the vessels, which, with few exceptions,
were quite small, fished along the shore or in the vicinity of Matinicus Island. About 1845 the
business began to decline and the dealers soon removed to other localities, thus compelling the
fishermen to cure their own catch or fo seek a market elsewhere. During the ¢ war period,” or
from 1860 to 1868, on account of the more encouraging prospects, the business was revived, and a
fleet of 25 to 30 sail of small schooners were owned in the town, most of them belonging at
Herring-gut, which, from its nearness to the fishing ground, has from the first maintained its lead
in the fisheries. Gradually, however, the fisheries became less important, and the people, who
were already considerably interested in the coasting trade, turned their attention more largely to
that business.

In 1879 fifteen small schooners were licensed for the fisheries from the various harbors of the
town. Of these, only three measured over 20 tons, and some of the smaller ones were engaged
largely in other work, fishing only occasionally daring the season. There were no professional
dealers on the mainland, but one firm located at George’s Island did a considerable business,
buying large quantities of fish from the fishermen of Friendship, Bristol, Cushing, and other
places. About 3,500 quintals of the various species were cured during the season. This quantity
includes those dried by the fishermen, as well as those handled by the dealers.

The shore-fishermen, numbering about 100, are extensively engaged in the capture of lobsters,
selling their catch to the Boston and Portland smacks and to the lobster canuvery at Port Clyde.
Lobsters are perhaps more abundant in this district than in any other locality east of the Penob-
scot River. The Mussel Ridges have becn continuously fished since 1850, and have probably fur-
nished more lobsters than any grounds of similar size on this portion of thie coast. During the
summer months, when mackerel are abundant, many of the Gshermen turn their attention to their
capture for both pleasure and profit, and a good many barrels are annunally taken. Most of them
are sold fresh for canning, while a few are salted and shipped to market.

Cther parties, including ship-builders, sailmakers, blacksmiths, and ice dealers, were formerly
dependent on the fisheries, to a considerable extent, but the business is now of little importance,
and they are turning their attention to the trade with vessels engaged in coasting.

29. MATINICUS ISLAND AND 1TS TISHERIES.

EARLY SETTLEMENT OF THE ISLAND.—Mativicus is an important island, situated 17 miles
southeast of Owl's Head. It is the largest of several rocky islands which together constitute
Matinicus Plantation. 1t countains about 800 acres of excellent land, and has a population,
including those of Ragged Island, of 250, devoted exclusively to fishing and farming. This island,
on account of its early settlement, is of considcrable historie interest. Williamson in his History
of Maine, published in 1832, says: “The island of Matinicus was inhabited very early, and ‘remains
of stone houses are still apparent, generally supposed to have been built by French or Dutel fish-
ermen,’ though unknown.” He also adds that ¢ there are about 100 souls on the island, in sixteen
families,” suying of them: “They are a very industrions, humane, and moral people; the men are
engaged mostly in fishing and farming; they own six fishing crafts from 10 to 50 tons each, and
raise annually about 400 bushels of wheat and abundance of vegetables; living together in pros-
perity, quietude, and happiness, without Iaw and without rulers.”’

THE HERRING PISHERY.—We Jearn from the inhabitants that as early as 1800 Matinicus
vessels were engnged in the Bay of Fuudy cod fisheries. The island has been a favorite resort
for the herring for many years, and by 1840 there were seven smoke-houses, where 10,000
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boxes of these fish were cured annually for the Boston market. This trade seems to have grad-
ually died out, until at present there is buat one smoke-house, curing in 1878 about 2,700 bLoxes.
Herring are still quite plenty during the summer montlis, when many of the vessels of Cape Ann
and Portland come regularly to the region to procure fresh bait. In addition to the resident
fishermen, many of the smaller fishing vessels from the adjoining towns are provided with nets,
and their crews often engage extensively in the herring fisheries when the fish are abundant.
They not only eatch bait for themselves, but sell large quantities to the vessels that come only to
purchasc. The herring fisheries of Matinicns yielded during the summer of 1879 about 1,870
barrels, these being used almost wholly for bait.

Haul-seines were first used at the island for the capture of mackerel in 1840, and they have
been employed to a limited extent in this fishery to the present time. Purse-seines were first
introduced in 1870. Trawls were frequently used as early as 1866, and are now almost universally
adopted. The lobster fisheries were inangurated in 1867, and from that time the shore fishermen
have taken them in considerable numbers. '

THE BOAT AND VESSEL FISHERIES.—About forty of the residents engage in the shore fish-
eries to a eonsiderable extent, some of them spending a part of their {ime in farming. On account
of the location, many of the fishermen on the mainland camp on the island during the snmmer
months that they may be couvenient to the fishing grounds, which they visit in small open boats
during pleasant weather. Some of them fish for any species that happens to be abundant, while
othiers devote themselves exclusively to sowe particular fishery. The vessel fleet, which nambers
cleven sail, aggregates 248.51 tons, and is valued at #10,250. The quantity of fish cured on the
island in 1879, including the catcl of the boat fishermen, was about 3,600 quintals. With a good
Irarbor Matinicus might develop a large fishing businesg, but there is little shelter for the vessels,
and to guard against serious loss great care must be taken in mooring them. Dauring a gale in
1841 nive were driven ashore, where they became a totul loss.  After the fishing season is over
most of the fleet are now taken to Carver’s Harbor for the winter.

BoAr-BUILDING.—During their leisure hours in winter many of the fishermen give their
attention to boat-building. They build a peculiar style of boat that has won for itself an enviable
reputation on account of its seaworthivess and its sailing qualities. They are sloop-rigged, open
boats, of large size, and fine appearance, suitable for the prosccution of the winter fisheries in the
vicinity of the various harbors. Sinece 1867 upwards of one hundred and fifty of these boats and
twenty dories have been built on the island.

30, CUSHING, FRIENDSHIP, WALDOBORO’, AND BREMEN.

CusuiNng.—Cushing, a small farming distriet lying on the west bank of the Saint George
River between Thomaston and Friendship, was incorporated as a town in 1789, at which time it
included Saint George. Its population, numbering 704, are interested chiefly in agrieultural
pursaits. :

Owing to its location it ias been interested in the fisheries from its first settlement, but the
industry has been of little importance, as it has been chiefly confined to a class of semi-professional
farmers who fished only during the height of the season, and few have followed fishing exclusively.

Several traps or pounds arc employed by people of the town for taking alewives as they
ascend the Saint George River in spring, and three or four smelt-weirs are located along the shore,
the cateh being mostly seut to New York. The shore boat fishermen, eight in all, are engaged in
fishing aud lobstering; most of the eateh Deing sold fresh to peddlers wlho carry them into the
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country. Aside from these a few farmers go out occasionally, retaining the bulk of their catch
for their own use. There are seventeen small fishing vessels belonging in Cushing; seven of these
are lobster smacks ¢ running” to Boston and Portland, while the others are engaged in “dragging”
and ¢ hooking ” mackerel, netting herring, and trawling for cod, hake, and other species.

FRIENDSHIP; GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE TOWN AND ITS FISHERIES.—The town of
Friendship, which ineludes a number of the adjoining islands, was formerly known as Meduncook.
It is located just west of Cushing at the southern extremity of the peninsula formed by the Medo-
mak and Saint George Rivers. It was first settled in 1775, and was incorporated as a town in
1807. 1Im 1870 it had a population of 830 scattered about the town or living in the small village
half a mile from the prineipal harber.

TFrom the first many of the people of Friendship have been dependent upon the fisheries. They
have engaged extensively in the shore fisheries, and have had a considerable number of small
vessels employed in the capture of the different species.  Almost no large vessels have been owned
in the town, and few of the flect have ever ventured beyond the Bay of Fundy.

MACKEREL DRAGGING.—ADbout 1868 the method of “dragging? for mackerel was introduced
into the region from Monhegan Island, where it was employed by the Cape Cod fishermen as early
as 1845. Within a few years of its first introduction nearly every vessel was provided with nets
for mackerel fishing. Sowme of them devoted their attention to this work during the entire season,
while others fished for cod till late in June, when the mackerel usnally became abundant along
this portion of the coast. They then laid aside their trawls and turned their attention to the cap-
tare of mackerel, following the fishh as far south as Cape Cod in the fall. TUp to 1877 they met
with remarkable snceess, but from that date, owing partially to the smaller size of the fish and
thier comparative scarcity, many of them failed to pay expenses and were compelled to abandon
the work, and in 1879 only one was employed in this way.

THE VESSEL-FISHERIES IN 1879.—In 1879 there were thirty-four vessels owned in the town,
aggregating 688.86 tons, aud valued at 822,375. These furnish employment to one hundred
and twenty-three men. The largest of the fleet measures but 43 tons, while the majority are
under 20 tous, many of them being old and comparatively worthless. Of the entire fleet five
vessels are engaged in the lobster-carrying trade, and one fishes on the Western Banks: the
remainder are engaged in the shore fisheries. A greater part of the fleet ¢ fit out” for the berring
fisheries in the vicinity of Wood Island in the fall, and some of the crews succeed in catching large
quantities, which they sell to the Portland and Booth Bay dealers.

FisH CURING.,—A number of the Friendship farmers make a husiness of curin g fish at a cer-
tain pereentage of their value. The schooners usually take their fish direetly to these persons and
have them cured, after which they are sent by vessels to Portland and Boston. Including those
salted and dried by the boat fishermen, fully 8,000 quintals were cured in Friendship daring 1879.

THE BOAT-FISHERIES.—On account of the distance from the fishing grounds, the boat-fisher-
men have been obliged to build large sloop-rigged boats which are provided with small cuddies.
These are known as lobster boats, and, although too small to “paper,” they are sufficiently sea.
worthy to warrant the fishermen in venturing a considerable distance from the shore. In fact,
dwring pleasant weather, they ofren remain away nearly a week at a time, though they always
return to some convenient harbor at the approach of a storm. Most of the eatel is ¢ sold from
the knife” to tho curers at New Harbor, Brown’s Cove, aud other places. Mueh of the bait nsed by
these parties is taken from a weir owned by several of the local fishermen.

The boats already described are admirably adapted to the winter lobster fisheries, and after
the fishing season is over, many of the men devote their time exclusively to the capture of this
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species. Ou account of the scarcity of lobsters in market at this season, the price advances, and
the catch is readily sold at a good figure to the smackmen who run regularly between Friendship
and Portland.

Clams are fairly abundant in the numerous mud-flats, and many are dug for bait by the local
fishermen, while a few are shelled and salted to be sold to the Bremen vessels engaged in the
bank fisheries.

BOAT AND VESSEL BUILDING.—AS early as 1830 Iriendship parties became interested in ship-
bailding, and from that date to the present time fourteen fishing-vessels have been built. Some
of these were sent 1o other localities, but the majority have been purchased by the Friendship fish-
ermen. A number of the fishermen spend their leisure hours, in winter, in building boats and
dories; and, during the last 13 years, twenty-five to thirty lobster-boats and upwards of one
hundred and fifty dories have been built by themw,

WALDOBORO .—Waldoboro’ township is located about sixteen miles southwest of Rockland.
It has a population of 4,140. This region, which was first settled in 1748 by German emigrants, has
important agricaltural interests but small fisheries. The prinecipal settlement is a village of several
hundred inhabitants at the head of navigation of the Medomak River. The chief business of the
place is ship-building and milling, though several traders depend upon the fine agricultural neigh-
borhood for a large business, Ship-building was formerly extensive, and on one occasion fifteen
ships and barks were on thie stocks at once. Of late, however, the industry has declined, and in
1879 only two vessels were built.

Thirty years ago twenty-five or thirty small boats from Bremen and Bristol came regularly
to the village for a market, exchanging their fish for vegetables and produce brought in by the
farmers; but of late there are few transactions of this kind. There have never been any vessels
from the village engaged in the fisheries, though we find two or three small schooners hailing
from: Waldoboro® that are owned and run by parties living a few miles down the river. Six men
from the village engage in the boat-fisheries in summer, selling their catch mostly to the curers
at Round Tond and New Harbor. On visiting their homes, which they do once in eight or
ten days, they usunally take a quantity of fish for the markets, of which there are three in the
village.

The principal fishing interest of 'Waldoboro’ is the smelt-fishery, which is earried on through
the ice in winter. This began in the winter of 1876-"77, when it was accidentally found that smelt
could be taken in that locality. The fishery developed with surprising rapidity, for within three
weeks after the first smelts were taken over a hundred people were making a business of catching
them. In the winter of 1878-79, 103 shanties with about 225 people (men and boys) were on the
iee daily during the height of the season. Some ship their fish direct to New York, others pack
together and ship in larger quantities, and still others (perhaps one-half of all) sell to local dealers.
Mr. G. H. Matthews estimnates that during the winter of 1878-'79 not far from 16 tons were shipped.
They go wholly to New York and Boston, netting the fishermen about 3 cents per pound. The best
fishing is said to be on the last half of the flood-tide, though it sometimes lasts well into the ebb.
The largest catchi for one person during any one tide was 45 pounds, equal to about 200 fish, while
the average was 15 to 20 pounds per man.

After the ice went out in the spring, some went 1o the shoal water near the falls and secured
great quantities of the spawning smelt with dip-nets, but on account of the warm weather they
could not be shipped and most of them were thrown away. One party reported his catch at
30 bushels in a single day. The law now forbids this kind of fishing.

Fishways have been built over the different dams in the vicinity, and in 1874 laws were enacted
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forbidding the capture of alewives for six years. Assisted and proteeted in this way the fish have
grown to be very abundant.

BREMEN.—Bremen, a small town with a scattered population of 796, is located on the west
side of the Medomal, between Bristol and Waldobore’. Tt was first settled in 1735, and was a part
of Bristol until 1823, There is no village of importance, and it even lacks the advantages of a
country post-office.

The fishing interests seem to have been small in early times, but they gradually increased,
reaching their maximum between 1863 and 1872, when six large vessels went regularly to Western
Banks and Quereau, and nite or ten smaller ones engaged in the shore-fisheries.

The first “ banker” was sent from the town about 1860 ; vessels began going south for maelkerel
in the spring of 1868; and oue vessel went on a halibut-fletching trip in 1869.

The only mackerel seining fromn this vicinity is by small vessels that fish along the coast of
Maine.

The present flcet consists of ten vessels, four of these being engaged in the bank-fisheries.
Besides the vessel-tieet, abont forty small boats are engaged in the shore-fisheries, taking lobsters,
mackerely cod, and other species. The residents dig several hundred barrels of clam-bait each
season for the Bremen and Portland bankers. Abont 7,000 quintals of fish are cured annually in
the town,

For a number of years several parties have been more or less interested in boat-building, and
since 1865 about eighty lobster-boats and thirty dories have been built,

3l BRISTOL AND ITS IFISHERY INTERESTS.

TARLY SETTLEMENT OF DRISTOL.—DBristol township including within its limits Pemaquid,
one of the oldest settlements on the coast, belonged to the Pemaquid patent granted to Elbridge
and Aldsworth of Dristol, England, in 1629. It was visited by Gosnold in 1602, and settled as
early as 1625, under a title from the Indian chief Samoset—¢probally the first Indian deed to a
white man.”

In the fifth volume of the Maine Historical Collections we read that “in 1607 Popliam and Gil-
bert had not been at anchor near Pemaquid two hours when they were visited by a party of savages
in a Spaunish shallop™; thus showing that the place had been visited earlier by Spaniards, who doubt-
less came not only on a voyage of discovery, but also to fish in the vicinity. Williamson, in his
History of Maine, gives a table of populations of different portions of the coast for 1630, in which
he claims 300 inhabitants for Sagadahock, Sheepscott, Pemaquid, Saint George, and George's
Islands. He does not give the number for each place separately. The town was incorporated in
1765, and in 1700 had a population of 896, at which time it included the present town of Bremen.
Tt now has 2,916 inhabitants. It is situated a few miles south of Waldobore’, and ocenpies most
of the Iarge nceek of land lying between the Damariscotta River on the west and the Medomak
River amd Muscongus Sound oun the cast. The peninsula is divided in its lower balf by John's
Bay and River, and the larger part is again partially subdivided by the Pemaquid River, thus
giving it an exicnsive shore-line in the near vicinity of the fishing grounds.

THE VESSEL-VIRTERIES.—Dristol has long been noted for the number of its small vessels and
the interest it has taken in the shore-fisheries.  As carly as 1830, twenty-five vessels were owned
there, three or four of them being large cnough to wisit the Gulf of Saint Lawrence for cod,
while the rest, ranging from 5 to 25 tons, were engaged in the shore-fisheries. In 1846 the first
vessel was sent to Grand Baunks; in 1854 the Western Bank fisheries were inangurated; dories
were first used by the Bristol vessels engaged in the latter fisbery in 1868. The fishermen of the
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town have never engaged in either the Labrador or George’s cod fisheries, or in the bank halibut
fisheries ; they have sent no vessels south for mackerel, and have used purse seines only to a
limited extent.

The fleet at present numbers thirty-three sail, all but vive being under 25 tous. Two fish on
Quercan and Western Banks, one visits Cape Sable and the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, while the
remaining thirty are interested in shore trawling, herring petting, and wackerel dragging.

THE BOAT-FISHERIES.—OQOne hundred and ten men are emploved in the boat-fisheries from
Bristol, and twenty others are engaged in lobstering and clamming for three or four months.
Several fish-dealers do a large bosiness, buying extensively from the boats and vessels of the
region; and parties at South Bristol have a number of vessels engaged in the offshiore cod fisheries.
If we include the quantity dried for family use, there were not less than 14,700 quintals of fish
cured in the town in 1879,

THE MENHADEN INDUSTRY.—During the past fifteen years the menhaden fisheries of Maine
have grown to enormous proportions, and Bristol has come to be the center of the fishery for the
entire State.  This industry has had a decided influence in reducing the valne of the boat-fisheries
of the town, which are now far less important than they were ten to twenty ycars ago. The first
oil and guano factory was built here in 1864, and in 1878 the number had increased to eleven
factories. valued, with machinery and fixtures, at $750,000. Twenty-nine steamers were enganged in
the fishery, and five hundred fishermen with two hundred additional factory hands were employed.
According to Mr. Luther Maddocks, secretary of the Maine Oil and Goano Association, these facto-
ries produced 1,176,310 gallons of oil and 12,588 tons of crade guano from 431,000 barrels of fish;
and in addition sold 8,000 barrels of bait to the fishermen of the coast. Since 1878, owing to the
absence of the fish, the factories bave not been in operation.

OTHER FISHERY INTERESTS.—Bristol has four or five deep-water traps, in which considerable
bait is taken for the shore-fishermen; and there are several small weirs in the rivers for the capture
of alewives and smelts. The cateh is of little importance, the greater part being used locally.
Lobsters are abundant in the shore waters, and many arc taken at certain seasons, the winter
Iobster fisheries being quite important. Clams also are quite plenty, and a good many are dug by
the fishermen of Jobu's Bay and John’s River; but in other loealities little attention is paid to
them.

BoAT AND VESSEL BUILDING.—Capitalists of Bristol bave been extensively engaged in ship.
building for many years, and since 1853 sixty-three fishing vessels and ten menhaden steamers have
been built in the town. The ship-yards are mostly at South Bristol, and a majority of the business
has been done at that village. The town probably ranks second only to Boothbay for the entire
State in this particular industry. Several firms are extensively engaged in boat-building, and
quite a number of dories and other boats are built yearly for the fishermen of this and adjoining
towns. One party has been employed in this work regularly for eighteen years, and has built as
Ligh as twenty boats in a single season.

MUSCONGUS ISLAND.—Muscongus Island, locally knewn as Loud’s Island, is so closely con-
neeted with Bristol in its fishing interests asto be properly considered with that town. Itisabout
three miles long by half to three-fourths of a mile wide. Tt lies a little to the eastward of the
town of Bristol and has a population of 142, engaged in farming and fishing. Several small fishing
vessels have been owned there from time to time, but at present the largest are mere boats, all
being too small to “paper”. The boat-fishermen engage in lobstering, trawling, and hand-lining
during u greater part of the year, selling their catch of fish mostly to dealers at Round Pond and



62 GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES.

New Harbor in the town of Bristol. The prineipal business connected with the fisheries was, up
to 1879, at the menhaden oil and guano factory known as the Loud’s Island Oil Works, built on the

island in 1873,

32. MONHEGAN ISLAND AND ITS FISHERIES.

REVIEW OF MONHEGAN AND ITS FISHERIES FROM ITS EARLIEST SETTLEMENT.—The island of
Monhegan, lying 12 miles southeast of Pemaquid Point, is about 1 mile wide by 23 miles long. It
is historically one of the most interesting localities in the State, and the early voyagers in their
descriptions of the country refer to it as bearing an important relation to the early fisheries of
America. Being sitnated at so short a distance from the land, with excellent fishing grounds on
every side, it is natural that it should be a favorite resort for the Europeans who came both to
cateh fish and to exchange trinkets and merchandise with the natives for furs.

Capt. John Smith, in his description of New England, gives the following account of an early
visit to this island:

“In the month of April, 1614, with 2 ships from London, of a few merchants, I chanced to arrive
in New England, a part of Ameriea, at the Isle of Monahiggan, in forty-three and a half of northerly
latitude. Qur plot was there to tuke whales and make trials of a mine of gold and copper. If this
failed, fish and furs was then our refuge, to make ourselves savers howsoever. We found this whale-
fishing a costly conclusion. We saw many, and spent much time in chasing them; but could not kill
any, they being a kind of jubartes, and not the whale that yields fins and oil, as we expected. Tor
our gold, it was rather the master’s device to get a voyage that projected it than any knowledge he
had at all of any such matter. I'ish and fars was now our guard; and by our late arrival and long
lingering about the whale, the prime of both those seasons were past ere we perceived it; we
thinking that their seasons served at all times, but we found it otherwise; for, by the midst of June
the fishing failed. Yet in July and August some were taken, but not sufficient to defray so great
a charge as our stay required. Of dry fish we made about 40,000, of corfish about 7,000. Whilst
the sailors fished, myself, with eight or nine others of them might best be spared, ranging the coast
in a swmall boat, we got for trifies near 1,100 beaver skins, 100 martens, and near as many otters;
and the most of them within a distance of twenty leagues. We ranged the coast both east and west
much further; but eastwards our commodities were not esteemed, they were so near the French
who afford them better; and right against us in the main was a ship of Sir Francis Popham’s, that
bad there such acquaintance, having many years used only that port, that the most part there was
had by him. And forty leagues westward were two French ships, that had made there a great
voyage by trade, duoring the time we tried those eonclusions, not knowing the coast nor salvages’
habitation. With these furs, the train and coriish, I returned for England in the barque; where,
within six months after our departure from the Downs, we arrived safe back. The best of these
fish was sold for five pound the hundredth, the rest by ill-usage betwixt three pound and fifty
shillings. The other ship stayed here to fit herself for Spain with the dry fish, which was sold, by
the sailor’s report that returned, at forty rials the quintal, each hundred weighing two quintals
and a half.™*

Mr. Lorenzo Sabine, in his Report on the Principal Fisheries of the American Seas, says: “At
the time the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth the island of Monhegan, in Maine, had become a noted
tishing station. In1622noless than thirty-five ships from London and the west counties of England
made profitable voyages to our shores. ‘Where, in Newfoundland, says Smith, ‘a common fish-
erman shared six or seven pounds,” in New England he ‘shared fourteen pounds.’”

* Col. Mass. Hist, Soc., vol. VI, 3d serics, pp. 103, 104.
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W. D. Williamson, who wrote in 1832, gave the following aceount of Monhegan:

“Monhegan Island was in ancient times, without exception, the most famous one on the sea-
board of this State. It was the land aimed at and first mentioned by the original voyagers and
fishermen about these waters, and was so noted a stage for the latter as to be sometimes called a
plantation. To this the New Plymouth settlers resorted early and frequently to exchange furs for
provisions. In 1626 Abraham Shurte was sent over by Elbridge and Aldsworth to purchase the
island of the owner, Abraham Jennings, of Plymouth, for which he gave £50. It issituated 9 miles
southerly of George’s Islands, 5 leagues east-southeast of Townsend, and 3 leagnes westwardly of
Metinic. It contains upward of a thousand acres of good land, has a bold shore on all its sides, a
large projection of rocks at its northeastward part, and has one good harbor. On its south side is
the Menanah Island, of two acres, distant a ecable’s length, and the bharbor is between the two
islands, the entrance into it, on the soutbwest of Monhegan, being safe and easy.

#The number of people on the island is between seventy-five and one hundred, who inhabit
twelve or fourteen dwelling-houses, and are the owners of the soil, industrious, moral, and well
informed. They have a school-house, where their children are educated and religious meetings are
attended. Iishing and agriculture are the employments of the men. They own several vessels,
and while the more able-bodied are engaged in ihe former business at home and in the codfishery
on the Grand Baupks, the old men and boys cultivate the land, raising good crops, keeping cows,
swine, and sheep. )

“The island, thongh within the county of Lineoln, belongs to no town. It isa demoeratic com-
munity. It has no officers of any kind, not even a justice of the peace. The people’s affairs are
governed and guided by themselves conformably to certain prudential rules and usages which they
have mutually establisbed. They have paid one United States direct tax, otherwise they are stran-
gers to taxation, except what they pay toward the sapport of their school.”*

THE FISHERIES SINCE 1820.—From a conversation with Mr. Henry T. Studley, one of the
oldest fishermen of the island, Captain Collins gathered the following information relative to the
more recent fishing interests of Monhegan:

As early as 1820 residents of the island commenced building small vessels for use in the fish-
eries, This business continued till 1837, since which time little has been done. The two prineipal
builders were Henry Trefethen and Josiah Sterling, these building eighteen vessels, aggregating
about 525 tons. Some of the larger vessels built by these parties were engaged in the Grand Bank
cod fisheries, while others went to the Gulf of Saint Lawrence for cod and mackerel. Mr Studley
estimates that from 1830 to 1840 eight vessels were engaged regularly in the bank fisheries, and
that 9,000 quintals of fish were cured yearly on the island. From this time the bank fisheries
declined very rapidly, and were soon wholly discontinued.

The method of “dragging” for mackerel, which has been so extensively employed by the
fishermen of the island, was first introduced into the loecality by Capt. N. E. Atwood, of Prov-
incetown. In the suminer of 1845 lhe, in company with a brother, came to the island with a
“gang” of nets and fished from dories, going out from the shore every night when the weather
was suitable. In speaking of his work, he says: “We were gone from home four weeks, and
made 890 to a share.” Other Cape Cod fishermen joined him the following season, and soon the
island fishermen provided themselves with nets and took part in the fishery. In 1859 there were
seventeen boats, with two men each, engaged in mackerel dragging from the island. In 1862 four
purse-seines were bought by the residents and fished from small boats. This method has been
fairly successful, and three seines are still owned by the Monhegan fishermen, who nse them dur-

* Williamson’s History of Maine, vol. I, p. 61.
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ing the height of the mackerel season. In 1868 some of the fishermen from other towns in the
vieinity engaged in mackerel dragging more extensively, using small vessels and going further
trom the shore. About the same time a few small vessels were bought for this purpose by the
islanders, who found the business a profitable one,

PRESENT COXDITION OF TIIE BOAT-FISHERIES.—With the cxception of the early Grand
Bank tisheries, boat-fishing has been the chief occupation of the people. Mr. Studley places the
eight of this business in 1864, when &35,000 worth of fish were taken by fifty men, the “high-
liner” stocking $1,600. Tew, if any, lobsters were taken prior to 1876, and now only eight men
are engaged in this fishery. The cateh is sold largely to the Portland and Boston smacks.

There are now about 150 inhabitants on the island. TIn 1879 forty-two men and eight boys
engaged in the boat-fisheries, while several others fished from the two small schooners that com-
posed the Monhegan vessel fleet.  The guantity of fish cured was 3,460 quintals, the greater part

of which were sold in Portland.

33. DAMARISCOTTA AND ADJOINING TOWNXS.

DaMARISCOTTA.—Damariscotta is situated at the head of navigation on the Damariscotta
River, about 15 miles from ifs mouth. Originally a part of the Pemaquid patent, it was separated
from Bristol and Nobleborough and incorporated in 1847. Its present population is 1,332. The
principal village, bearing the samge name, is situated on the river two miles below the head of tide-
water. It has long Leen engaged in ship-building, the work being confined chiefly to vessels of
large size, and only five fishing vessels and four menhaden steamers have been built during the
past tweunty years.

The town bas never been cngaged to any extent in the sea fisheries, and though small parts
of several menhaden steamers are owned by the residents, neither steamers nor schooners make
their leadquarters in Damariscotta, and they may be properly considered as belonging to other
- Jocalities.

The fish dealers get their supply of fresh and salt fish at the mouth of the river in summer,
but in winter all of the fresh fish are shipped by rail from Portland and Gloucester.

Quite a number of farmers and mechanics visit the fishing grounds once or twice each sea-
son, combining pleasure and profit. They usually catch and salt enough fish to supply their
familics during the greater part of the year. In addition, some of the inhabitants of the place
engage extensively in the winter smelt fisheries of Broad Bay, near Damariscotta Mills, sending
their cateh to New York and Boston.

DAMARISCOTTA MILL&.—Damariscotta Mills is a village of 200 inhabitants at the head of
tide-water on the Damariscotta River, two miles above the city. 1t is located on the stream that
connects Damariscotta pond with the river. This pond—a sheet of fresh water twelve miles long
Ly one-feurth to one and a half miles wide—has long been a favorite breeding place for the
alewives. During their spring migrations great quantities are caught Ly means of dip-uets, one
man frequently dipping 2,000, and occasionally as many as 10,000 fish in an hour. In 1879 it is
cstimated that about 600,000 fish were taken, the town letting the fishing privilege for $2,000.

There is a very extensive smelt fishery in the bay just below the village. Mr.T.J. York
informs us that about 25 tons are taken yearly, four-fifths of them being shipped to New York and
Boston for a market.

Lels are also taken from their winter quarters in the mud by means of spears.

The above are the only fisheries of note from the place, as it is too fur from the fishing or clam-
ming grounds to admit of a profitable business. Occasionally some of the farmers and meclianics
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of the vieinity, in common with those of Damariscotta and New Castle, go down the river on a
fishing trip during the summer, but the catch is unimportant.

NoOBLEBORO.—Nobleboro’ is an agricultural section Iying to the north of Damariscotta. It
has a small interest in the smelt and alewive fisheries in common with the people of Damariscotta
Mills. Aside from this it has no fishery interests, for the town, which is devoted almost exclusively
to agricaltural pursuits, is 20 miles from the sea, with only fresh water within its boundaries. It is
not uncommon for some of the residents to visit the fishing grounds at intervals during the summer
months to catch a supply of cod and hake for their own tables.

H.—THE WISCASSET DISTRICT.
34. GENERAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES OF THE DISTRICT.

ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE FISHERIES.—The Wiscasset customs district, extending
from Damariscotta River to Georgetown, was settled as carly as 1630 by families who came to
the region to engage in the fisheries. The first residents located in the vicinity of Booth Bay. We
know little of the fishing interests of the district prior to 1800, but at this time a fleet of small
vessels was seat to the Bay of Fundy and to Cape Sable for cod, while vessels of similar size were
engaged in the shore fisheries along the coast of Maine. By 1817 large schooners were built to
engage in the Labrador fisheries. Between 1840 and 1845 ten to twelve sail of vessels were sent
aunually to Labrador, and the fishery was continued to a comparatively recent date, though it is
now entirely abandoned. Considerable attention has been paid to the capture of mackerel from
the beginning of the century, and by 1825 jigs were introduced.

Tn 1837 several vessels were sent to the Bay of Chaleur for mackerel, this locality having since
been visited regularly by a large fleet.

The first purse-seine used by the fishermen of Maine for the capture of mackerel was brought
to Damariscove in 1860, and in 1861 it was taken to Southpert, where it was used by the boat-
fishermen for one or two seasons, after which it was manipulated by the crew of a small schooner.
No vessels were interested in the Southern mackerel fishery off the coasts of Virginia and New
Jersey prior to 1867.

THE HERRING AND MENHADEN FISHERIES.—The herring fishery in the vicinity of South-
port was formerly quite important, and a number of small craft from different localities came
to the region to secure cargoes. A large part of the catch was smoked and many of the fishermen
owned small smoke-houses for preparing their fish. By 1830 vessels were sent to the Magdalen
Islands to catch or purchase herring which were to be smoked for the West India trade. This
business continued to be important up to 1855, and cargoes have been landed from time to time
since that date.

Six menhaden oil and goano factories are located in the town of Booth Bay. The first was built -
in 1866, and the fishery was prosecuted with much vigor up to the spring of 1879, Beooth Bay having,
next to Bristol, the most extensive menhaden fisheries in the State.

SHIP-BUILDING.—Nearly all of the towns of the distriet Lhave beent more or less interested in
ship-building, and not less than three hundred fishing vessels bave been launched during the last
fifty years. The ship-builders of East Booth Bay at the mouth of the Damariscotta River have built

56RF
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fully half of the entire number, while those of Booth Bay proper, North Booth Bay, and Westport,
have been extensively engaged in the work.

PRESENT CONDITION OF THE BOAT AND VESSEL FISHERIES.—The fishing fleet at present
numbers sixty-three sail, sixty of them being actively employed. Nearly balf of the fleet arc
engaged in the shore fisheries, the remainder being employed in the offshore fisheries for cod and
mackerel.

There are in the district one hundred and forty-six boat-fishermen. These spend a greater
part of their time in the eapture of ¢ ground-fish,” though some of them are extensively interested
in the lobster fishery, which is fairly important.

STATISTICAL RECGAPITULATION FOR 1880.—The following table gives a detailed statement of
the fishing interests of the distriet:

Summary statement of persons employed and capital invested.

Persons cmployed. Number. Capital invested. . Amount.
Nutnber of vessel-fislermen ooe et e 561 - Capital in vessclsand boats. ... . ooouiiivane ol §227, 620
Number of Loat-shermen oo oo 146  Capital innetsand traps .......oooceiiii il 23, 586
Number of carers, packers. fitters, Lol 7 . Other fixed and cireulating eapital ... ... ... .. © @l39,237
Number of factory-hunds ..ol 29 T 410, 443
B0 U A £21 :

a ilier jixed and cireulating capital —Cash capital, $28 600; wharves, shorehouses, and fixtures, $39,100; factory buildings and apparatus,
92,137 (of this amount $82.357 is for menhaden oil and guano factories not used sinec 1878); total, $159,237.

Detailed statemont of capital invesled in vesscls, boats, nets, and {raps.

Value of
gear.exclu. Value of Total
siveofboats  outfit. value.
and nets.

Vessels and boats, No. Tonnage. Value. Nets and traps, . No. ! ¥Value.

Vessels. Aeis.

In food-tish tishery: i Gill-nets:

Active ... . ) 60 2,46L.87  $87,275  #15,705  $07,085 820,455 .  1nvessel fisheries... 51 $815
b 0 I 152,98 4,600 it e e eee 1,900 Io boat fisheries ... 12 1,500
. H - H

In menhaden tishery. ... 1 33.95 2500 e it e : v, 500 ;| Purse-seines: ! :
In vessel fisheries. .. | 30 16, 500

Total ... . 94, 675 15,785 07,885 207,635 . [aulseines: ; :
Doats. ) I Iu boat fisherics ..., ‘ B 250
In vesscl fisheries Rt ILTH0 oo 11,750 | Total ...} 208 0 19,065
In shore fisheries ... 128 ool 5, 835 1, 460 700 8 015 I Traps. [
otal - { Fykes ... .. e | 20 100

Total . ......... R »’" ____________ - 53 S - 683 ! H
ota 55 17,605 1,46) 700 19,765 i LoLStEr-pots ..oeeen.oe... | 5,805 w 4,421
i P UIT) R [Be15 ¢ 4,52
Detailed statement of the quantities and velues of the products.
P t ‘ified. Pounds, Pounds, Value as
roducts specified. freh, | prepated. Bulk. sold.
GIARA O eeot e ciee et e tee e ieee oo e AT ILLOB0 o eeeo e $201, 685
Fresh fish. T

FOT 000 - - oo et e e e, e 198, L00 oot e e e e 2,610
For bait - ....... 502,000 ... 2,960 DAPTEIS . em'nenensenenns A 220
Forfertilizer. ... 100,600 ... ... : 500 0ArTelS. oo ool 250
B 0 A B0, 000 et eeasa———— | 3, 11¢
Dry fish. S T T T =TT
Cod oo e et DT, 462,025 2,576,032 eiiiiiiireeieneanaaans o eaea : 80, 365
B e o e e e icianaa e i 1,731, 510 718, 256 1 9, 620
Haddoek oo i ; 337, 995 120,176 ¢ 2,414
POHOCK © oot et et e el j 235,070 110,086 ... .. 1,566
CUSK o e e 316, 680 136,416 ... 3,349
TOt) L e e e e e Y10,333,580 3,656,570 | 97,712
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Detailed statement of the quantities and values of the products—Continued.

- — - , ,

R | Pounds, Pounds, | Value as
Products specified. fresh. prepared. | Baik. sold.
Pickied fish
Mackerel ... o i iieeiiimeaierecimacarameaann s 4,909,500 4,313,000 16,5C3 barrels. ....coiiuinen..- $95, 240
Herring:
OF@INATY -« oo ettt e 20, 000 16, 660 RO DAITEIS. o eneeernmneennns 240
Miscellaneous 3,000 2,000 10 barrels. ooy oo 0
Total cooeneniannnens 4,092,500 3,331,000 1G,653 barrels..eeeueunns ovni oo
Herring:
OFQIRATY . v cn e mevoa e vmes s mameesnomren e areasasaa e aeannnns 18,824 13, 600 1, 60€ boxes
Canned fish. - T T
Mackerel oo s 200,000 ©..__ ... . 166, 508 cans. ... ..o ... oo 17,324

930 busbiels ......... ... ...
7,112 Lushels == 508 barrels......

FOr f00d - o vovnvaiecnannnn P U
B T o 17 2 TR U :

Miscellaneous.
B LT £ () O k e 16,82 palons. i eeeaen 6, 530
Sounds .. .....iaiiiiiiana. 8658
Marine produets used for fertilizers 3, 803
Total c.oviveioanans el ettt eeri s | . ; IR, 188

35, NEW CASTLE AND EDGECOMB.

NEW CAsTLE.—New Castle is practically a part of Damariscotta, though it is on the opposite
side of the riverand has a separate municipal government, The residents of the village, like thoese
of Damariscotta, engage to a greater or less extent in the smelt and eel fisheries of Damariscotta
Mills daring the winter months. Two orthiree *hedges” have been placed in the river for the eapture
of alewives on their way fo the spawning grounds, but these are fished to a limited extent only,
and the cateh is very small. The supply of fish is obtained largely from the towns at the mouth
of the river in summer, and from Portlaud, Boston, and Gloucester.in winter.

EpcgEcoMB.—The town of EdgecomD, lying just north of Booth Bay, extends from the Sheep-
scott River on the west to the Damariscotta on the east. It has a population of 1,056, the majority
being engaged in agricultare. Two small fishing boats are owned in the town. These visit the
fishing grounds occasionally during the summer months and return with small fares of cod, hake,
and mackerel, which are peddled among the residents of the region, since there are neither fish
markets nor curing-stands in the town. A few of the inhabitants of the lower part of the town
lobster and clam to a limited extent, and a number of small weirs have been built along the banks
of both rivers for the capture of smelt and alewives, but the catch is so small that it may be wholly
negleeted.

36. BOOTH BAY AND ITS FISHERIES.

EAsT BoorH BAv.— East Booth Bay, locally known as Hodgdoen’s Mills, is a little village iu the
castern part of the town of Booth Bay, at the mouth of the Damariscotta River. It has a fleet of
bine vessels. Kight of these are engaged in the shore and Bay of Fundy fisheries and one visits
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the Western Banks in early summer and fishes for mackerel later in the season. Twenty-five
residents of the village and adjoining shores are engaged in the boat-fisheries. The principal
part of their catch consists of cod, hake, mackerel, and lobsters.

The quantity of fish cured annually at East Booth Bay varies greatly. At the present time it
is about 3,500 quintals. Most of the menhaden factories are situated in this part of the town.
The village has long been noted for the number and quality of the fishing vessels launched from
its ship-yards, and they are now found in all the principal fishing towns from Cape Cod to Eastport.
Orver one hundred and fifty sail have been Dbuilt within the past fifty years, some of them being
among the staunchest and swiftest on the coast. The subject is treated more fully under the Booth-
Bay fishenes. :

BoOTH BAY AND ITS EARLY FISHERIES.—The town of Booth Bay occupies the southern portion
of the peninsula formed by the Sheepscott and Damariscotta Rivers. It was first settled about
1630, and was kpown as Cape Newagen for mmany years. Later the name was changed to Towns-
bend, and in 1842 it was again changed to Booth Bay, the first name being reserved for the extreme
southern point of the island of Southport and the second for the priucipal harbor of the town. It
was incorporated in 1764, and at the present time includes the post-office distriets of Booth Bay,
North Booth Bay, and East Booth Bay, with a total of 3,200 inhabitants.

The location is an excellent one for the prosecution of the sea-fisheries, and fishing has been
the principal oecupation of a large number of the inhabitants from the time of the earliest settle-
meunt. We {ind uo records dating back of the present century, but in 1800 the fleet was composed
almost exclusively of small craft fishing along the shore or visiting the grounds in the vicinity of
Cape Sable. The fleet continued to increase slowly, reaching its maximum shortly after the close
of the rebellion.

The Labrador fisheries were prosecuted from this region as early as 1817, when the schooner

tuby was sent out from North Booth Bay. This fishery continued to be followed quite regularly
by a few vessels from this and other ports of the town for some time. 1t reached its height about
1844, when the fleet numbered eight or ten sail.  Bix years later it was entirely discontinued. The
smallest craft that ventured to these distant grounds was the schooner Frederick, of 45 tons, car-
penter’s measurement, belonging at East Booth Bay.

The fishermen of the town have been largely interested in the mackerel fisheries for upward
of seventy-five years. Jigs were introduced from the westward by 1825. The first bait-mill was
bought before 1830. Seines were first used about 1865; and the first vessels were sent South to
engage in the spring mackerel fisheries in 1867. During the early days the mackerel were sent to
Boston, Gloucester, and Portland for inspection ; later they were landed at Southport; and it was
not until 1864 that Booth Bay firms became interested in packing and inspecting their own catch.
Sinee that time the business has been quite important.

Trawls were first introduced iu 1858, when the schooner Albatross fitted out with them for a
trip to the banks. In 1860 dories were first used for hand-lining on the Western and Grand Banks.
The Grand Bank fisheries have never been exteusively prosecuted.

PRESENT CONDITION OF THE FISHERIES.—At present the town owns forty-three vessels of over
5 tons burden. These are distributed in the different fisheries as follows: Mackerel seining, eight;
seining and trawling, six; Western Banks and Quereau cod fisheries, six; Grand Banks cod fish-
eries, one; and shore fisheries, twenty-two. A number of the vessels are partly owned by Portland
capital, and a few land their catch in that city, while others sell at Boston and Gloucester. The
Loat-fishermen, of which there are ninety-seven, fish during the summer for cod, hake, and lobsters,
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some going to the outer headlands or islands to camp during the height of the season. The quan-
tity of fish annually cured in the town is about 17,000 quintals.

Lobstering and clamming are not much followed by the fishermen, as neither species seem to
be as plenty as in the districts on either side. A lobster cannery was built here by Portland
parties in 1876, and by sending its smacks as far as Pemaquid Point on one side and to Small
Point on the other a fair supply is obtained. A good many mackerel are put up at the canuery
during the season.

THE MENHADEN INDUSTRY.—DBetween 1867 and 1878, the principal fishing interests of the town
centered in the menhaden oil and guano factories located at East Booth Bay. In this fishery the
town ranked second in importance in the State. Four of the factories were built in 1866 and a
fifth the following year. About the same time another was transferred to the town from South-
port, where it had been in operation but o short time. These six factories had a total value in
1878 of $146,612, At this time the firms owned and equipped seventeen steamers at a cost of
$216,800, and captured 170,380 barrels of fish. They employed two hundred and twenty-one fish-
ermen and eighty-six factory hands, and made 475,247 gallons of oil and 4,943 tons of fish gnano.

INDUSTRIES DEPENDENT ON THE FISHERIES.—The prinecipal business depending upon the
fisheries for its support is ship-building, and in the number of fishing vessels launched from the
yards Booth Bay ranks first in tlie State, the little village of East Booth Bay alone having built
over one hundred and fifty sail within the last fifty years, while those built in other parts of the
town would swell the aggregate to about one hundred and seventy-five, most of them being of
large size. Quite a number of schooners, ships, and brigs bave been built during the same period.
One firm now does a small business in boat-building.

The entire commercial interests of the town are largely dependent upon the fisheries, and
most of a vessel’s needs, in the -way of repairs, gear, or provisions, can be supplied. There are
four sail-lofts and two marine railways, with a considerable number of mechanics who are busy in
keeping the schooners in repair. In 1870 store-houses were built to supply the fishing-fleet with
ice for the preservation of bait and market-fish. In 1874 the Cumberland Bone Company built
extensive works in the lower part of the town for the manufacture of fertilizers, and in 1878 they
used 1,500 tons of ‘“green” fish-chum, valued at $15,000, in the preparation of their products.

A company for the manufacture of sea-weed fertilizers, known as the Alge Fertilizer Com-
pany, was formed in 1869; the work was continued for about three years, when the small demand
for the products forbade further operations.

NORTH BooTH BAY.—North Booth Bay, including Saw yer’s, Barter’s, and Hodgdon’s Islands
is an agricultural section extending along the east side of the Sheepscott River. There is no vil-
lage of note, the population being .considerably scattered. Formerly quite an extensive fishing
business was carried on by people living along or near the shore, and vessels were sent to Labra-
dor for cod, and to Magdalen Islands for herring, beginning with 1831, only a few years after the
origin of these fisheries. It has now a fleet of seven vessels engaged in the fisheries: three of
these divide their time between trawling and seining; one goes only to Western Banks and
Quereau, and three fish along the shore. Fifteen men are employed in boat-fishing during a greater
part of the summer, and in lobstering and clamming in the spring and fall. The majority of the
vessels are fitted and owned by two firms that cure annually about 4,200 quintals of codfish, which
are gold largely in Boston and Portland.
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37. BSOUTHPORT AND I1TS FISHERIES.

SouTHPORT.—Southport, a high rocky island about 6 miles long by 3 miles wide, lying to
the south of Booth Bay, is separated from the mainland by a deep but narrow channel. It formed
a part of Booth Bay until 1842, when it was incorporated nnder the name of Townsend; in 1850 it
received the name of Southiport, which it has since retained. The island has a population of 684,
all being largely dependent upon the fisheries for a livelihood.

Its fishing interests have becu extensive for many years, and its vessels have met with more
than average success, bringing considerable money to the inhabitants, who are at the present time
in a better financial coundition than those of the average fishing community. The fisheries of
this island, like those of Booth Bay, originated with the earliest settlers, when boats and small
vessels fished only in the immediate vieinity. The residents engaged to a limited extent in the
Labrador eod fisheries, sending their last vessel as late as 1856.

Vessels from this place visited the banks near Cape Sable and Sable Island before 1825,
and they have continued to resort to these grounds ever since. Mackereling came into prominence
abont this time, and in 1827 the first bait-mill was brought here from Gloucester by the schooner
Echo. The first vessel seut from Southport to the Gulf of Baint Lawrence was the schooner
Olinda, in 13837. Mackerel were inspected here as early as 1855, In 1861 a pursc-seine was pur-
chased by resident fishermen from parties living at Damariscove ; it was used for several years by
boat-fishermen, who rowed out from the shore after the fish had been discovered. In 1868 vessels
from the island engaged for the first time in the spring mackerel-fisheries off the shores of Virginia
and New Jersey. The schooner American KEagle was the first to supply herself with dories for
bank-fishing in 1858, and in 1860 trawls were introduced by the schooner Island Queen.

Southport has occasionally sent vessels to® engage in the winter fisheries of George’s Banks;
two schooners went to this locality in 1859 ; one in 1862; and two, several years later; but the
hardships and dangers encountered soon caused the fishermen to abandon the buasiness.

The smoking of herring for family use dates back beyond the present centunry, and in 1806
quite a quantity of berring were smoked annually by the inhabitaunts of the island. Each fisher-
man had a little smoke-house on the shore, and took large quantities of “sperling” (young her-
ring) from the waters of Ebenecook Harbor, which has long been a favorite resort of the species. A
little Iater twenty-five sail of vessels frequented this locality from different fishing towns along the
shore, and either smoked their cateh on the island or carried it elsewhere for that purpose. The
business has not yet entirely died out, and in 1879 four fishermen smoked 1,600 boxes for the
Boston market.

The fishing fleet from the island now numbers thirteen sail, distributed as follows: Eight in the
bauk fisheries, four seining and trawling during different parts of the same season, and one
employed in seining. In additioun to these, half a dozen small craft just under 5 tons engage in the
shore-fisheries.  The boat-fishermen, numbering twenty-seven men, reside mostly at Cape New-
agen, near the southern estremity of the island. They usually fish duoring the summer months,
after which they turn their attention to lobstering and clamming. The quantity of fish cured on
the island is annually decreasing, and is now about 10,300 gaintals.

38. WISCASSET AND WESTPORT.
WiscassET.—The town of Wiscusset, on the west bank of the Sheepscott River, near the head
of navigation, was first settled in 1663 under the name of Pownalboro. The present name was

adopted in 1502.  In 18401t had a population of 2,314, which in 1870 was reduced to 1,978. The
husiness of the place is chiefly dependent on the large lumber interests.
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According to Mr. W, P, Leuncx, Wiscasset was formerly extensively engaged in the fisheries,
and being the only port in the district all of the vessels of the region were obliged to go there to
paper. The business began about 1322, and increased so rapidly that in 1832 83,000 was paid in
Dbounties to the fishermen belonging to the Wiscasset district.

The fishery was at its height Detween 1858 and 1860, when thirty to thirty-five sail of “bankers”
and an equal number of shore-vessels fitted at Wiscasset. Many of them were owned wholly or in
part in the town, and the rest belonged to the towns of Woolwich, Southport, Westport, and Booth
Bay, where the 1 ulk of the cateh was landed to be cured for market. The vessels usually made short
trips in the early spring to Cape Sable, after which they went to *the Cape shore” for cod, returning
in time to engage in the mackerel fisheries of the New England coast in the late summer and fall.

The method of trawling was introduced into the region about 1843, and from the first was
remarkably successful among the “bankers,” the vessels securing full cargoes of larger and better
fish in about two-thirds of the time required with hand-lines. Very little bait was carried Ly the
Wiscasset vessels, the greater part of them using herring that were taken in gill-nets from day to
day while the vessel lay at anchor on the fishing grounds The vessels were ‘fitted at the
halves,” and the crews were gathered from the surrounding country.

From 1860 the fishing interests of the town gradually declined, and by 1873 Wiseasset had
cntirvely lost the trade in this line, the vessels for the most part fitting in Booth Bay and Port-
land.

At the present time Wiscasset has only once vessel, a schiooner of 53.59 tons, engaged in the fish-
eries. This vessel carries twelve men, and lands her catch wholly at Gloucester and Portland, seldom
returning home during the fishing season. There are no boat-fisheries of note, and, aside from
the vessel mentioned, the only fishing consists in the capture of a few fish and lobsters for the
Wiscasset market by fishermen belonging at Edgec8mb and other towns nearer the fishing grounds.

A small part of the business of the town is indirectly dependent ou the fisheries. One of the
largest saw-nills is extensively engaged in the manufacture of fish-box shooks, shipping annually
to Gloucester and Proyincetown from 22,000 fo 23,000 in number, valued at 810,000, The mill
employs about fifty men and boys, and is engaged chiefly in the manufacture of sugar-box shooks
and hogshead heads for the West India trade; and it is only the refuse lumber, that cannot be
used for this purpose, that is worked up for fish-boxes. The shooks are shipped by vessel, fully
nine-tenths of the entire quantity going to Gloucester. About one-fourth of the business of the
mill is dependent upon this trade.

WESTPORT.—Westport is a narrow island forming the western bank of Sheepscott Day. It
lies just south of Wiscasset, extending to the lower part of Georgetown, a distance of 10 or 11
iles. It was formerly a part of Edgecomb, but was set off and incorporated in 1828, In 1870 it
had a population of 699,

Many dilapidated buildings along the shores of the island mark the location of defunct
curing-stands, where formerly an extensive business was done, showing that Westport. must have
taken a prominent place among the fishing towns of the State. Ship-building was carried on
to some extent, and two or three yards furnished a good many vessels to this and adjoining towns.
Westport vessels joined the Booth Bay fleet in the Labrador fisheries in 1819, und three or four
schooners were sent yearly until 1850. Vessels were sent from Westport to the Magdalen Islands
for herring at an early date, the schooner Banner visiting the locality Defore 1830. By 1840 six
sail of Jarge vessels went regularly to these islands in the early spring, bringing their catch home
in bulk, where the fish were smoked and bosed for the Boston market. Several parties engaged
¢xtensively in the business, and large smoke-houses were built iu different parts of the town.
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Mackerel jigging was introduced about 1820, and the method is still in use. Attempts were
made to introduce purse-seines into the fisheries of the island in 1872, and again in 1875, but the
experiments resnlted in considerable loss to the parties interested, and the method was finally
abandoned. Captain McCarty was the first to supply himself with dories in the bank fisheries, in
1872, but they have never come into general use.

The present fleet consists of seven vessels, three visiting the banks with hand-lines during a
part of the year, and joining the other four in the shore fisheries during the balance of the season,
which with some of them lasts through a greater part of the winter.

The boat-fishermen, numbering twenty-eight, generally camp on the outer islands daring the
height of the fishing season in summer, returning to their homes occasionally for a supply of
provisions. These follow fishing during a few months only, spending the rest of their time in
farming,

There are at present three curing-stands on the island, only one of them doing any extensive
business. The amount of fish handled varies considerably from year to year. In 1878, according
to Mr. B. I\ Jewett, the quantity, including those cured by the boat-fishermen, was abeut 3,400
quintals. In 1879 not over 2,500 quintals were handled, as a considerable portion of the catch
was landed in other plaees.

I.—THE BATH DISTRICT.
30. GENERAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES OF THE DISTRICT.

*
The Bath customs district, including the coast-line between Westport and Harpswell, contains

some of the oldest settlements on the coast of Maine. It includes the Kennebec River, which was
the favorite resort for the Earopeans who came in early times to trade with the natives. European
fishermen came to the locality during the first quarter of the seventeenth century, and the region
has never since been wholly deserted. Between 1800 and 1870 the fisheries were extensively pros-
ecuted from a number of the more important seitlements. Since that time they have been less
important, and, if we neglect the residents of Georgetown, few persons are at present extensively
interested in them. Bath had formerly a large trade with the fishing-vessels of the vicinity, and
at present has anchor and eordage factories which supply a considerable percentage of the local
fleet, besides shipping large quantities of their goods to other localities. It has also extensive
ship-building interests, and many of the best fishing-schooners of New England have been built
here.

STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION FOR 1880.—The following statements show in detail the
present condition of the fishing interests of the district:

Summary statement of persors cmployed and capital invested.

Persons employed. ‘ Number, | Capital invested. Amount.
Number of vesscl-fishermen ..‘ 73 Capital in vessels and boats . .oorevverieicnncennnna ., $36, 545
Number of boat-fishermen ........._. ... . ... 101 | Capitalin nets and traps —....e.ooooioeoieeaiiiooiL. 7,026.
Number of corers, packers, fitters, &¢ ....co ..o ... ... | 30 | Other fixed and eirculating capital ... aia L. a25, 600
Toml..-. 284 B 7 RN 69,171

& Other fixed and circulating capital.—Cash capital, $13,200; wharves, shorehouses, and fixtures, $12,400; total, $25,000.
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Detailed statement of capital invested in vessels, boats, nets and traps.

Valoe of ! :
Vessels and boats. Yo. Tonnage. Value. ﬁs‘?‘t)lelf(‘);l[lﬂ V(?llllilgt(-)f : 3;3:‘;? Nets and traps. No.  Value.
and pets. ;
Vessels. : Nets.
In food-fish fishery: : Gill-nets:
Active. .oooeel ol ' 16 233.45 $10, 859 $4, 550 $9, 300 824, 700 In vessel fisheries. . ... 20 $300
Total ... ... 16 37 45 18, 850 4,550 9, 300 24, 700 Tu boat fisheries ... 150 1,800
Toats. "_' - - Total ..ol }_:0_:: 2,100
Invessel fisheries ... 48 960 oo e 900 roips S 3 o oa
In shore fisheties ........ 140 ... 8 225 1, 860 800 10,855 bt o ‘ 10 -0
Total coeeeeaen s ‘ 188 ..ol 9,185 1, 860 800 11,845 ; 2,876
‘ 4,926
Detailed statement of the quantities and valucs of the products.
N Pounds Pounds ’ Value as
Products specified. fresb. | prepared. Bulk. sold.
Grand total 623,615 e, e et et e

3 T S 522,500 ....... fe e cea e e imeet e cernae e G, 967

For bait ... .- TBG, 000 i 2 914
For fertilizer . . . i 240,000 i........ 1,200 barrels I 600

LB47,500 oo e J 10,511

H

Codunennnn. . e | 2,134,275 ;733,304 22, 985
Hake ..u... . 967,680 | 401, 408 5,376
Haddock .. 506, 520 180, 096 : 3,618
Pollock .. ... - 380,480 | 146,044 . 2,024
[0 T . 122,900 | 52,640 | | 1,202

) RO oA 4,111,155 | 1,516,592 . eotoeeiaanian e aeiaaanann 35, 895

MACKELE] . o ereeoe e ean e ec e e eeem eanae e nea e nanneaaaans 297,400 | 151,600 © 758 LATTels ..eecnitiieei.ien.s ‘ 4,358
i |
Herring: :
Ordipary .. . 42,500 34,000 . 170 barrels .. 510
MigCellAREOUS - oneerennrenetceeie e caraeeeenneaas eans 6, 000 4,000 . 20 barrels ‘ 100
0 - 275, 00 189,600 . 948 barrels ........oiiiinil.l H 4, 968
Lobsters.
FIOEH . o enin e aer e ae st enaeaeeen i nn eeneremraataeaanemtanes 213,400 eenrnsemenes e e e e e e annn ‘ 7,825
Clams 1 B T
Fo o 76,000 ....oeeean. £%7,600 bushels. ..o....o.. ... 2,660
D o U 9,660 eeennan.. | 966 Lushels =069 barrels ........ ) 345
TOAT oo o e e 85,660 |........... e e : 3,005
Migeellaneous. :
B A T T3 2, 708
SOUDAS - evtt st i iiaieineiamaraanee e tessescamannenaaans 4, 838
Marine products used for fertilizers . .oooveenee o reenieamecnnvneann 2, 5006
Fotal o e 10, 046

40. GEORGETOWN AND ITS FISHERIES.

Georgetown is an island forming the eastern boundary of the Kennebec, a few miles south of
Bath. It is said to have been first settled by John Parker in 1629, The town formerly included
a number of islands in the mouth of the. Kennebec and the present towns of Woolwich, Bath,
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Arrowsic, and Phipsburg. It now includes only the island, originally known as Eraskohegau, and
later as Parker’s Island, about nine miles long by an average of two miles wide."

The locality was visited by John Smith as early as 1614, and from his writings we learn that
French fishermen visited it at an earlier date. The first permanevt settlers were engaged in the
fisheries, which, from that date to the present time, have been continued without interruption.
Though little has been written of the extent of its early tisheries, it is said that as early as 1794
a Mr. Riggs was engaged in fitting vesse!s and in curing tbe fish landed by them. TTis buosiness
continued to increase, and by 1812, uccording to the estimates of his son, Moses Riggs, about
twenty-five “bankers” and an equal number of shore vessels titted and cured their fish at his place.
Others soon engaged iu the trade, and in 1843, according to the same authority, between 25,000
and 30,000 quintals of fish were cured at Riggs Cove alone.

Up to this time few fish had been cured on other parts of the island, it being the custom for
the catch to be bandled by the professional curers, who either charged one-sixteenth of the
market value of the fish or reserved one quintal of fish out of every sixteen for their services.
Graduoally, however, the fishermen began to build small curing-stands of their own, and they
usually kenched the fish that were landed from-time to time until the close of the season, when
they could give their attention to **making” them, or, as was not unfrequently the casé, their
wives and children cared the first cargo while they were out after another trip.

Both the shore and bank fisheries inereased in importance until 1868, when, according to Mr.
W. K. Riggs, one of the largest dealers, Georgetown handled annually nearly $250,000 worth
of fishery products, the greater part of which were landed by the fishermen of Georgetown and
the adjacent towns of Westport, Woolwich, and Phipsburg.

The fleet has since been gradually reduced, until there are now but six fishing vessels, aggre-
gating 91.65 tons, owned on the island. These are valued at £3,600, aund carry a total of thirty
men.  In 1879 there were six curing-stands, each doing a swall business, the total quantity of fish
cured being about 3,500 quintals, of which more than one-tbird were hake,

The boat fisheries of Georgetown are quite varied. The fishermen of the western part of the
island are chiefly engaged in the river fisheries for alewives, shad, salmon, and other species,
though a few go to tbe outer islands to fish for cod, haddock, and hake. The residents of the
eastern and southern sides of the island are more largely dependent upon the fisheries, and, while
they work on land during a portion of the year, a greater part of their revenue comes from the
water.

About the 1st of April the trawling season begins, continuing till September, when a small
school of herring reach the shore. These remain for several weeks, and the fishermen engage in
their eapture as long as they find it profitable, after which most of them fish for lobsters. Some
continne in the Jobster fisheries till the following spring, while others “haul out” at the approach
of stormy winter weather, and devote their attention to clamming (ill the spring trawling season
arrives.  Tn 1870 there were thirty boats, with fifty-two men, engaged in the shore fisheries, the
average stock toa man being about $125 to 130,  This is said to have been from £30 to $75 Lelow
ihe average for other years.

Ship-building was formerly an important business in the town. The fishermen began giving
their attention to this work during the winter months as early as 1835. Trom that date they have
built a greater part of their own vessels, in addition to a number that have been sold elsewhere.
Nine different firms have Leen engaged in this business to a greater or less extent since 1835,
and from that time to 1878 thirty-eight fishing vessels have been built, in addition to a considerable
number of larger crafts for the coasting and foreign trade. : ‘
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41, BATO AND OTIER LESS IMPORTANT TOWNS.

WooLwicH.—Woolwich is a settlement of two or three hundred inhabitants, on the west
bank of the Kennebec, nearly opposite the city of Bath. It is surrounded by an agricultural dis-
trict, on which it is largely dependent for its trade. About thirty or forty years ago a few fishing
schooners were built at the village for the resident fishermen, as well as for those of Wiscasset,
Westport, and Georgetown; but though ship bunilding is still earried on to a limited extent, it is
now confined wholly to vessels of larger size.

As early as 1825 Woolwich became interested in the bank fisheries, and abont 1855 there were
not less than twelve sail of *bankers” Delonging to the town. At this time two large curing-
stands were located at the village, both of which handled considerable quantities of fish. Later
the fishing interests gradually declined, and by 1865 not a “banker”
fifteen years the people of the town have wholly neglected the sea fisheries, though they still
engage in those of the river, catching considerable quantities of shad, alewives, smelt, and other

remained. TFor the past

species. .
BATH; AN ACCOUNT OF IT8 COMMERCIAL INTERESTS.—The city of Bath is sitnated on the
west bank of the Kennebec River, fifteen miles above its mouth. The region was first explored
in 1604. It was a part of Georgetown up to 1781, when it was set off and incorporated under its
present name. In 1840 it bad a popalation of 5,143, which in 1870 was increased to 7,371

It has long been noted for its extensive ship-building interests, being at one time more largely
engaged in this indastry than any other city on the continent. The banks of the river in the
vicinity of the city are lined with large ship-yards; but the recent depression in this business has
had its effect upon them, and at the present time they present an appearance of lifeless inactivity.

THE FISHERIES AND THE TRADE WITH FISHING VESSELS.—AS a fishing town Bath has never
taken an important rank, though, like-Wiscasset, it has served as a market where the vesscls from
the lower islands could secuve their outfit. The wmerchants of the city have been interested in the
fisheries to the extent of owning parts of many different vessels in order that they might more
effectually control their trade; but even when the fleet was owned in this way the catch was
usually landed at the lower fishing towns, and at no time has Bath served as a market for any
considerable quantity of fish, The trade with the fishing fleet began before 1840, and in 1330 fifty
to sixty sail from the lower towns eame to the city for provisions, gear, salt, and other necessary
outfit. The height of the business was between 1860 and 1864, when upwards of seventy vessels
fitted at Bath. At that time several cargoes of salt were imporfed annnally for this trade. The
repeal of the ¢ bounty law?” is said to have virtually put an end to the business, and at the present
time few vessels resort to this placé for their fittings, and the business is almost wholly discon-
tinued. The local fleet has been greatly reduced, and there are now bat two fishing vessels, aggre-
gating 23 tons, owned in the town, and thesc do not fish with any regularity.

INDUSTRIES DEPENDENT ON THE FISHERIES.—The people bave been indirectly dependent
upon the fisheries in other ways. Several of the ship-builders have been engaged, to a limited
extent, in building fishing vessels, two of the firms, Thomas M. Hogan, and Deering & Donnell,
having built twenty-four vessels each since 18060, when this particular branch of ship-building
began.

In 1843 a cordage factory was built at Bath by Mr. Donnell, of Newburyport, Mass., who
bad been in busivess at the latter place since 1804. He soon developed a trade with the Maine
fishing fleet, selling an average of $2,000 worth of cordage yearly up to 1870. At this time an
agency was established at Gloucester, Mass., and by 1873 the business had inereased to $10,000
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annually, Later a further increasc was noticeable, and from 1874 to the present time the trade
with fishing vessels alone has averaged $16,000.

In 1840 an anchor foundry was built at Bath. This from the first depended largely on its
trade with fishing vessels. In 1850 its sales to this class of vessels had increased to about
5,000 yearly. The anchors averaged 100 to 150 ponnds each, the largest made here up to that
time being 211 pounds. This was considered too large for use by the fishing fleet, and it was held
for over a year before a purchaser could be found. About 1850 the demaund for larger anchors be-
gan, and by 1864 those of 700 pounds weight were sometimes made. During the height of the
business anchors were shipped extensively to the prineipal fishing ports of Massachusetts, the
sales amounting to $20,000 annually. Little is done in this line at present, and the firm has turned
its attention to the trade with the coasting fleet.

PHarpsBURG.—The town of Phipsburg oceupies the western bank of Kennebec River between
Bath and the ocean. It is an agricultural region with few commercial interests, and has no vil-
lages of importance. Several small fishing vessels are owned in the town, these being employed
in the shore fisheries, the captains selling their catch to the Georgetown dealers or * running it”
fresh to Bath and Portland. A nummber of weirs are built for the capture of salmon, alewives, and
other river species, and a few parties fish for lobsters and cod along the outer shore during the
summer months. Aside from this, the fishing interests of the town are at present quite limited,
though in former years they were of considerable importance.

J—THE DISTRICT OF PORTLAND AND FALMOUTH.
42. GENERAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES OF THE DISTRICT.

RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF THE FISHERIES OF DIFFERENT LOCALITIES.—The Portland and
Falmouth district includes the coast-line between Cape Small Point and Cape Elizabeth, which
mark the limits of Casco Bay. This region, like many other portions of the State, was early visited
by people interested in the fisheries. For many years fishing was the principal occupation, and
the fishermen were distributed along many portions of the coast and on the prineipal islands, so
that all sections were eqnally interested. Since 1840 the fisheries of the central portion of the dis-
trict have decreased greatly in importance, while those of Portland have increased enormously,
and this city now practically controls the fishing interests, not only of the district, but also of the
greater portion of Western Maine. The people of Harpswell still continue to engage in the shore
fisheries to a considerable extent, and the fisheries of that town are to-day nearly as important as
at any time since its first settlement.

STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION FOR 1880.—The following statement shows, in detail, the
extent of the fisheries of the distriet :

Summary statement of persons employed and capital invested.

Persons cmployed. | Wumber. i Capital invested. ; Amount.
i ;
Number of vessel-fishermen ...l 776 i Capital in vessels and boats cememneneneenon. 5343, 90
Number of Doat-BSHeIrmen . ..ov. oo otoiiiit i iaeaneanaenes : 570 ' Capital in Dets and HAPS. <eenuomerenei it e 45,421
Number of curers, packers, fitters, &€.oeoevieinnnn ... 234 | Other fixed apnd circulating capital .o.....ocoovauiio. o, . [266,600
Number of factory-hands .. o.oo el 71 Total i 755, 951
R S ‘1,631 :

u Other fixed and circulating capital.—Cash capital, $86,800; wharves, storchonses, and fixtures, $224,800; factory buildingsand appaiatus,
$55.000: total. $366.600. Of the $55.000 for factory buildings and apparatus $1,200 is for menhadrn alland gnano factories not in nse since 1878
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Detailed statement of capital invested in vessels, boats, nets, and {raps.

; ' Value Of _A_‘__ T
! ; - oine Zear exclu-- Value of Total v ' v
Vessels and boats. | No. | Tonnage. Value. siveofboats: outfit. Value. Nets and traps. No. Value.
and nets. -
Yessels. ‘ : ! Nets.
|
In food-fish fishery: | ' Gill nets:
Active. voieaiaalol D1 - 5,250.18 $134, 650 25,325 . $117, 745 F27T, 720 Ip vesscl fisheries.. . 3r4 26, 460
Idle ... e 1 32.24 500 Lo il 500 In boat fisheries . .. _. 500 6, 000
1n menhiaden fishery.. .. { 3 205. 83 16,500 ... .. .. S i eeaee 10, 500 © Purse-seines:
In lobater fishery........ ; 10 227. 82 6, 975 3c0 1, 600 §, 875 In vessel fisheries....
In oysterfishery..._.._. : 1 69. 06 3,000 ... ... 150 3,150 Total ooooeeon .
| ,
Total ...t 1 106_ 3, % B Traps.
lmm s e
Loats. | Fykes cooie il 700 4, 20l
In vessel fisheries ._..... } 518 il 4,805 L 14,895  Lobster.pots 9,015 6,761
In sbhore fisheries .._.... |: 489 . ... 21, 240 5, 030 2,000 28, 290 Total oo oo . 9 .TS— 10, 061
Total .............. ]l 1,007 .ilie.-. 36, 135 5, 050 2,000 43,185
Detailed statement of the quantities and values of the products.
. i Pounds, Pounds, Value as
Products specified. . fresh.  prepared. : Bulk. solsl.

42,230, 420 | 133

01, 47
ceeaaner 5,200 barrels. ..ol 5, 000
80,000 i.aeiiean... f 400 barrels. .....iieeiiiii ol 200

14,405,000 , 4, 9953, 200 156, 100

Hake ... .. 4,036,500 { 1, 674, 400

Haddock 1,291, 300 . 459,200 ¢ 9,220
Pollock ..ivemienanninns O U : 915,000 | 352,800 6,300
[0 U ‘ 689,000 | 206,800 | ... ..cioiieiiiei o : T, 287
TS 2 N 21,425,500 201, 837
Pickled fish - -
B (U N0 L) PPN G, 884,400 ; 4,589,600 22,948 barrels ...l 131, 951
Herring: ;
[0 T R €00, 000 480,000 2,400 barrels ........ ..ol Lo 7,260
ALISCEHANBOUS . - cveetrineaneeraenaames csmmreanerannanes L 1,260,000 ¢ 720,000 1 3,600 barrels ........._......... 18, 603
Hotal . i } 8,744,400 | 5,789,600 ; 28, 948 barrels ... [ 157,151
. Smoked fieh o
Herring :
Bloaters .o e e e 400, 006 ; 233,833 0 7,000 bexes ... ..o ... 4, Doy
Haddock (Finnan haddies) . .co..ooioeieiiriiiiinaeiriee e iennes 2,400,000 . 1, 200,000 €6, 000
3 7 PP 2,800,000 | 1,433,333 | 76, 900

5, 000

241,000 ooaeanen. 8, 536
Canoed ..... e eeeamtauatmaataeanenaann e aetemne 305,000 ... ...... 39,400 CANS +envarranneeaaaene s 7,763
Total 546,000 |........o... et en e e e am e aaaas

For food ... 5,650 bushels coceee o iiniiinnn 1,977
Forbait..... . | 31,702 Lushels =3, 693 barrels..... 18, 463
CANNBA .. o i e iaecrevsmramnesenmeaamaanracnrmmnn e 50,0600 i............| 3 000 bushels.=69, 996 eans...... 6 708
e i i ;
TOtA] .ouverucncnnnonsomacsrsrasneonsencasannsansnnnennnerens] 628,520 1.erevuennanelienmeeomeanaanaas rmeeananaantananas 27,150
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Detailed statement of the quantities and valucs of tie products—Continued.

j
Products specified. ‘ Px"(;lel:l‘xls J pl;gx'i:‘fie“a i Bulk. V&;lo?g’ns
Miscellancous. :
B TN | (P e ee e et e s fenieeee, 34,725 $13, 590
Sounds. oo.. e iaremr e Cvaeea s . 20, 183
Marinc products nsed for fertilizers k 3, 000
Enhancement in value of southern oysters, in transporting and i
transplanting -i. 37, 500

Total coue i i et eeiicieaae eeaaiaa

43. HARPSWELL AND ITS TFTISHERIES.

The town of Harpswell consists of three long and rocky peninsulas, separated from each other
by deep but narrow channels. It also includes a number of islands, some of which are quite
small, while others are of considerable importance. It is situated about 15 miles from Portland,
near Cape Small Point, which marks the eastern limit of Casco Bay. The region was first settled
in 1720, when it was known as Merryconeag. The town was incorporated in 1758, and in 1840 had
a population of 1,440, which had increased to 1,749 in 1870. The inhabitants are prineipally oceu-
pied in farming or fishing. Those on the upper part of the peninsulas devote the greater part of
their time to the land, while the fishermen live about the southern headlands or on the islands
convenient to the fishing grounds.

It seewns that Harpswell has been engaged in the fisheries to a considerable extent from its
eariiest settlement, and many of the early writers refer to it asa fishing town. Some of its vessels
were sent to Labrador as early as 1825, and it is said that others engaged in the Grand Bank
fisheries for many years.

EXTENT OF THE FISHERIES IN 1879.—In 1879 there were seven curing-stands, and 20,575
quintals of cod, hake, haddock, poliock, and cusk werc dried by the fishermen and dealers, in
addition to 175,000 pounds of the same species reserved for local consumption or for the country
trade. A large quantity of haddock are taken by Harpswell vessels in winter and sold directly
to the Portland dealers. In 1879 there were twenty-one fishing vessels, aggregating 451.92
tons, and valued at $20,350, owned at Harpswell. These furnished employment to one hundred
and four men, nearly all of whom were Americans. Twelve of the vessels engaged exclusively in
the shore fisheries; five others, after fishing along the shore in summer, engaged in the winter
baddock fiskery for the Portland market; and the remaining four were employed in “running?”
lobsters to Portland and to the Harpswell cannery,

TrE BOAT FISHERIES.—The boat-fisheries of the region are quite important, giving employ-
ment in 1879 to one hundred and fifty-two men. Some of them fish for lobsters in the early spring,
and the remainder for cod and other speeies. In summer nearly all are engaged in the cod and
hake fisheries with lines and trawls. EHarly in September the herring arrive in considerable num-
bers, and a greater part of the vessels, with many of the boats, engage in their capture with
nets.  Part of the cateh is salted, and the remainder is sold fresh in Portland.

ToE MENHADEN FISHERY.—Prior to the disappearance of the menhaden many of the fisher-
men engaged extensively in their capture, the catel being salted and sold for bait to the offshore
tleet. Between 1870 and 1878 several thousand barrels were put up annually. Casco Bay has
been a favorite resort for the menhaden for many years; and in 1876 an oil and guano factory was
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built on Sebascodegan Island, a few miles from Cundy’s Harbor. The following season another
factory was built on“the same island. Each of these employed a seining vessel and two “carry-
aways.” The business was continued till the fall of 1878, when, owing to a scarcity of fish, both
factories were closed. About 25,000 barrels of fish were landed at the two establishments while
they were in operation.

THE CLAM FISHERIES.—In winter many of the farmers and fishermen spend their spare hours
digging, shuckiug, and salting clams, which are very abundant on the mud-flats along the shores.
According to Mr. A, T. Trufant, this business is on the decline and now amounts to only 12,200
bushels annually, while formerly the quantity was considerably greater.

Quabaugs are said to be fairly abundant in Quahaug Bay, in the eastern part of the town.
This practically marks the northern limit of the species on the Atlantic coast, for though they
may e oceasionally seen beyond it, they do not oceur in any numbers. 4

THE LOBSTER FISOERY AND CANNING INTERESTS.—Next to Eastport, Harpswell was the first
town in the State to engage in the canuing of lobsters. A cannery was located here by Boston
parties about 1849, and was run for five or six years. About 1858 Portland parties came to the
town and engaged in the same work for one season. From that date till 1877, when the present
caunery was erected, nothing was done in this line. Since 1877 the business has been prosecuted
with considerable vigor, and during the past two or three years both lobsters and mackerel have
been put up. The packing-seascn formerly lasted from April to November, with a suspension of
work, on aecount of the poor condition of the lobsters, during two months in midsummer. The
season, as now regulated by law, lasts {from the 1t of April to the 1st of Angust.

In addition to the canning inter.sts, Harpswell has shipped many fresh lobsters to Portland,
Boston, and New York, in smacks. This business began as early as 1830, and had assumed im-
portant proportions before the fishermen living farther east had any knowledge of the value of the
lobster fisheries. Owing to long continued and excessive fishing, the species is not so abundant
as formerly, and few of the fishermen depend wholly npon this fishery for a livelihood, though
many engage extensively in it in the spring. and some do so at other seasons.

41. THE FISHING TOWNS OI' CASCO BAY.

The towns lying along the shores of Casco Bay between Harpswell and Portland, ineluding
Brunswick, Freeport, Yarmouth, Cumberland, Falmouth, and Westbrook, were in former times
cngaged extensively in the fisheries.

BRUNSWICK AND VICINITY.— Wheeler’s history of the region contains the following statement
about the early fisheries of Brunswick: ,

“ The earliest business earried on here, in addition to farming and trading in furs, was salmon
and sturgeon fishing. Thomas Purclase, soon after his settlement here in 1628, caught, cured, and
packed salmon and sturgeon for a foreign market, and it is stated that there werc at one time
‘saved in about three weeks thirty-nine barrels of salinon, besides what was spoiled for lack of salt,
and about ninety kegs and as many barrels of sturgeon, and that if they had been fitted out with
sait and apt and skillfal men, they might bave taken abundance more.” It is also stated in Douglas’s
history that there was a company formed in London for the purpose of importing cured or dried
sturgcon, and that they had an agent at the foot of Pejepscot Falls and a building erected there.
This was no doubt, as McKeen observes, a very considerable business, and it was carried on upon
quite a large scale, from time to time, until into the last century; and until the commencement of
King Philip’s war, in 1675, it was doubtless a great business with Mr. Purchase. The business has
not been carried on to any extent within the present century, the salmon having entirely dis-
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appearcd from the river, and there being fewer sturgeon than formerly and a lessened demand for
the latter. Present indications betoken, however, a return of the salmon fishery before very many
years.™*

One hundred and twenty-one years later, judging from another passage in the sawe volume,
the fisheries were still important, Wheeler says:

“The town, at a special meeting in January, 1749, appointed Epsign William Vincent to
inspect the fishery at Brunswick, and to regulate the same according to instructions from the
selectmen.”t

These statements evidently relate to the river rather than the sea fisheries. 1t is, however,
kunown that the people of the region were also interested in the bay fisheries to a considerable
extent for many years. DBut later, other industries sprang up, and the fisheries were neglected.

The inhabitants are now principally engaged in agricalture, having large and fertile fields, to
which they devote most of their energies. Ship-building has been extensive, and a counsiderable
number of wechanics have, until a very recent date, found constant employment in building large
vessels for the coasting and foreign trade. None are wholly dependent upon the fisheries for a
livelihood, and, barring those living on the islands, few visit the fishing-grounds with any regularity
except in midsummer, when the mackerel are abundant.

THE CLAMMING INTERESTS.—The shores of the bay abound in clams, and almost every cove
between Portland and Harpswell has extensive mnd and sand flats where the species is peculiarly
abundant. During the winter and early spring the farmers have many spare hours, and the
mechanics, carpenters, and ship-builders are out of cmployment. At such times many of them
engage extensively in clamming, and after selling as many as possible in shell to the peddlers and
to Portland dealers, they ‘“shuck” the remainder for use as bait in the vessel fisheries.

A few parties begin digging as early as October, but the majority nsuaally find other employ-
ment until late in December. Trom this time till the following May not less than one hundred
and eighty-five men and boys engage in this work, some of them continuing till the first of June.

In addition to the above, quite a number of fishermen from the adjoining towns and numerous
islamds engage in this business to a greater or less extent. The men build small shanties atong
the shore where they spend the hours of high water in shucking their clams. At about half-ebb
thiey start for the flats, following the water line as it recedes, and gradually working back with it
as it advances. Several erews often oceupy the same shanty, and two or three frequently join in
the purchase of a small boat, which enables them to visit the more distant flats. When the tides
‘*serve” they can spend a greater part of the day in digging, but ordinarily only one tide is util-
ized. The average clammer will dig from 24 to 3 bushels at a tide, while a rapid worker who
knows the grounds will often get twice that quantity.

One of the largest dealers of the locality, Mr. Hamilton, of Chebeague Island, estimates the
quantity of clams dug during the season of 187879 at 46,100 bushels, over 39,000 bushels of which
were shelled and salted for bait. 1If to this quantity we add the eateh of the Portland and Harps-
well fishermen it is seen that not less than 60,000 bushels are taken annually from the flats along
the shores of Casco Bay. The price, according to the same authority, varies greatly from year to
vear, the average for shell clams being from 75 cents to $1 per bushel. The shelled, or salted
clams, range from $3 to 86.50 per barrel, according to the supply and demand. These figures rep-
resent the value received by the fishermen for the clam-meats, as the salt and barrels are always
furnished by the dealers. In 1875 the fishermen reeeived $6 per barrel, and in 1879 the price had
dropped to 83.

* Wheeler's History of Brunswick, Topsham, and Harpswell, Maine, p. 115. t Ibid., p. 552.
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THE FLOUNDER FISHERY.—Another business in which the fishermen of the Casco Bay
islands, Portland, and Cape Elizabeth are interested, is the winter flounder fishery., The first
to engage in the capture of this species for market along this portion of the coast was Mr. Fowler, of
New London, Conn. Hearing of the abundance of flounders about, Portland, he came to the region
with twelve fyke-nets in the winter of 187172, and after renting an old sloop which was to answer
both as home and packing-house, set his fykes on the soft bottom of the outer harbor in 3to §
feet of water at mean low tide. Finding no market for his flounders in Portland he shipped them
by rail and steamer to New York., TFrom this beginning the business has gradually increased until
in the winter of 1878-'79, according to Mr. Robert Hamilton, of Chebeague, twenty-five men from
Portland, and twenty-four from the various islands of the bay were employed regularly in this
fishery. The season lasts from October to April, the average weekly cateh being about 1,500
pounds for each fisherman. A portion of the flounders are now sold in Portland for shipment to
Canada, but a greater part still go to New York.

THE CANNING OF FISHERY PRODUCTS.—Several canneries Lhave been built along the shore of
Casco Bay for putting up fruits, vegetables, and meats. One of these, located at South Freeport,
began the canning of lobsters and clams in the summer of 1876. The business has been continued
regularly since that time, with a gradual increase in the quantity of clams put up. In the summer
of 1879 the canning of mackerel was begun at this place. The sapply of clams is obtained wholly
from the people of the locality, while small vessels are sent to the outer islands to purchase lobsters
and mackerel from the professional fishermen.

45. PORTLAND AND ITS FISHERY INTERESTS.

THE EARLY FISHERIES OF PORTLAND.—Portland, the meotropolis of Maine, is located ou oue
of the best harbors of the coast, a few miles above Cape Elizabeth. It was first settled in 1632,
and was included in the town of Falmouth up to 1786, whean it was incorporated as a separate town.
The ecity charter was adopted in 1832, The place has suffered much from wars and fires, having
been on several occasions almost completely destroyed. In 1790 it had a population of 2,246, which
had increased to 12,815 in 1850 and to 33,810 in 1830. Its location on so excellent a harbor, in the
very center of one of the best fishing districts of the coast, has given it a prominence in this
industry from its earliest settlement. Richmond’s Island, but a few miles from the harbor, was
one of the most important fishing stations of New Ergland for many years, beginning with 1630,
and was annually visited by fishing vessels from different parts of Europe.

A few extracts from those who have examined into the early history of the region will suffice
to show that fishing occupied the attention of a majority of the early settlers. Hon. William Gonld,
in writing of the early history of Portland, says:

“Of course the first business at Casco, like most other localities in New England, was to
choose a favorable place, fell the forest, and build the trunks of the trees into a habitation; and
while doing this, and preparing a clearing for cultivation, the early settlers could get the quickest
returns from their labor from the sea, such as wild fowl, shell and other fish, because these required
no cultivation. To know how well this was improved in our harbor it is only necessary to examine
the shell heaps at Cushing’s Point. Some idea of the facilities for fishing and of those engaged in
it may be obtained from an account of ‘Two Voyages to New England; * * * * a description
of the country, natives, and creatures, by John Jocelyn, gentleman, London, 1675 The author
liad a brother, Henry Jocelyn, at Black Point, who was a leading man in the infant colony, whom
Lie first visited in 1638.. He was a close observer of men and things, and describes all he saw in a
quaint style. He was the first European traveler wlio remaived long enough to get a correct idea

6GRF



82 GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES.

of the country and people. After speaking of the immense number of alewives in all the streams
in April, he says, ‘Trout there be gooed store in every brook, ordinarily two and twenty inches
long.’ He further says, ‘A wonderful number of herring were cast up on shore at high water in
Black Point Harbor, so that they might have gone half way the leg in them for a mile together,”*

He continues:

« Our first trader established himself on an outlying island when the mainland was a howling
wilderness, dealt with Indians and fishermen, and was killed for cheating his customers. * * *
His successor, John Winter, was an honorable man, and ecarried on an important foreign trade.
There is a halo of romance about those early days when dried fish, which, with skins of wild
animals, were the only products of the country, were shipped direct to Spain and cargoes of wine
brought back in return.”

In another place he again refers to Mr. Winter, who seems to have been acting as agent for
an English company that had obtained a grant of Richmond’s Island and the present town of
Cape Elizabeth in 1631. He says of him:

tHe soon built a ship on the island and settled a place for fishing, and employed many
servants in fishing and planting.”

In March, 1634, says Winthrop: “Seventeen fishing-ships were come to Richmond Island and
the Isle of Shoals.”

These were from Europe to load with fish cured at the several stages which must have employed
alarge number of men. These ships brought all the stores needed at the settlement from England.

‘Winthrop says:

4TIn the spring of 1635 a ship of 80 tons and a pinnace of 10 tons arnved at Richmond’s Island.”

In 1636 (after a change in proprietors of the land) Winter was to receive one-tenth of the profits
and £40 premium in cash annually. They employed the ships Hercules and Margery and one
other whose name is not mentioned. In 1638 Trelawney (the land proprietor) sent a ship of 300
tons from England to the island laden with wine, probably the proceeds of a cargo of fish sent to
Spain or Portugal. The returns sent to the proprietor in England were oak pipe-staves, beaver
skins, fish, and oil.t

The site of the present city was visited by two ﬁshermen, who made it their home as early as
1632, Mr. Gould refers to the matter as follows:

«In 1630 Richard Tucker, joined soon after by George Cleaves, established himself at Spur-
wink River in planting, trading, and fishing, where both remained till 1632, when they were
“ejected by Winter’ and ‘sought refuge on the north side of Casco, on Fore River, and laid the
foundation for the first settlement upon the Neck, now Portland, where they eontinned many
yvears.”

Other trading posts were established in the vicinity at a later date, of which Mr, Gould men-
tions several. He says:

“ Just outside the breakwater is Cushing’s Point, which was another business center. Col.
Ezekiel Cushing, its owner, came here from Provinecetown about 1738. He was largely engaged
in the fisheries and the West India trade, and owned several whalers, which were engaged in the
business when whales could be taken nearer home than now.”

As the settlement grew in size and importance its people gradually came to own a large fleet
of vessels, that were sent to different parts of the Unifed States and to foreign countries. Abont

* Elwell’s Succeasful Business Houses of Portland, pp. 168, 169,
t Ibid., pp. 166, 170, 171,
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the beginning of last century a limited trade sprang up between Portland and the West Indies,
and large quantities of lumber were shipped to that region.

In addition to lumber, according to Mr. Gould, these West Indiamen soon began carrying
out soap, candles, and dried codfish in ‘‘drums” of the weight of 500 to 800 pounds each. These
were consigned to the captain, who sold his cargo, bonght another of sugar, molasses, and rum,
and returned, paying no commission to the foreign merchant.

The business continued to increase, and soon a greater part of the Portland fish were sent
there for a market.

“After the war,” says Mr. Gould, ‘‘the West India trade, which had grown before the Revo-
lution to be an object of considerable importance, was revived, and a profitable business was done
in exchanging lumber and fish for rum, sugar, and molasses.”

This trade was extensive up to 1850, and even later a few vessels were sent, the last one
going in 1878.

From the first, Portland has taken a leading rank as a fishing port, and by the beginning of
the present ceutury she had a fleet of vessels engaged in the Grand Bank cod fishery, A little
later she sent vessels to Labrador for cod, and in 1832 the first vessel from the town started for
the Gulf of Saint Lawrence for mackerel. She has had no vessels regularly engaged in the
George’s Bank cod fishery, and has been interested only to a limited extent in the fresh-balibut
fishery ; but agide from these her fishermen have been engaged in all the leading sea-fisheries of
the New England coast.

Space forbids a review of the Portland fisheries during the years of their development, and
though it might be interesting to trace each branch of the business through its various stages of
growth, and to show the causes that have led to the transfer of many of the fishing vessels from
the smaller towns of the State to Portland, we must confine ourselves to a description of the fish-
eries as ‘?they are found at the present time.

THE VESSEL FISHERIES.—In the summer of 1879 the Portland fishing fleet numbered seventy-
nine sail, valued at $114,775. These vessels aggregated 3,004.13 tons and carried six hundred
and sixty-one men. Of the entire fleet sixteen visited the more distant fishing grounds for cod,
twenty-one were provided with purse-seines for eatching mackerel, thirty-two engaged in the
shore fisheries, four were employed in the halibut- fisheries to a limited extent in summer, and six
carried lobsters to the Portland market. Six of the codfish fleat, after returning from their first
trip, »were fitted out for the-mackerel fishery, and nineteen of the shore fleet joined them during
the height of the season, making a total of forty-six vessels engaged in the mackerel fishery during
the summer months. About the 1st of November nine of the vessels are fitted for the winter
haddock fishery, continuing the business till the following spring.

The vessels are usually owned by a number of parties rather than by a single individual. In
most cases the ship-builders, riggers, sail-makers, fitters, and packers each own a part, in order
that they may control the trade of the vessel in their respective lines. It is also customary to
induce the captain of the vessel to buy a small part, thus causing him to feel a deeper interest in
the work and to give more attention to the interests of all concerned. Omne of the owners is
seleoted as the ‘‘managing owner,” and it becomes his duty to act as agent for the vessel and to
keep fall and accurate accoutits-of all expenditures and receipts. This party is usnally selected
on aceount of his knowledge of the business, and is frequently the captain of the schooner or the
merchant who furnishes the supplies.

The vessels are usually ¢ fitted at the halves,” the owners furnishing provisions, gear, and
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salt. The crew must man and sail the vessel, and catch, dress, and salt the fish. They usually
pay for half of the bait and ice, and hire their own cook.

Nearly all of the Portland vessels engaged in the bank cod fisheries carry dories for hand-lining,
nonoe of them being provided with trawls on account of the additional expense involved in their
use. These vessels as fitted for an average trip usually carry from 125 to 150 hogsheads of salt
and about 40 barrels of clam-bait. On their return the men are expected to land and wash the fish
and to put the vessel in order. This done their work is completed, and they are at liberty to turn
their attention to other occupations or to ship in other vessels. The fish are ¢“made” by profes-
sional eurers, who take one quintal in twelve in payment for their labor.

As a rule the fisherman has no ready money, and must be furnished with a certain quantity of
provisions for his family during his absence. The owners usunally assume the responsibility of
furnishing a limited quantity of goods to each man, but care is now taken that their value
shall not exceed $30. FEach member of the crew keeps his fish separate, and receives a share
in proportion to the number taken by him. On bis return his proportional part of the trip is
figured up, and more goods are advanced, if neeessary, provided his share of the trip is thought to
_considerably exceed the value of the goods already furnished. He must waitf, however, until the
fish have been cured and sold, and the money has been received by the owners before he can settle
his accounts in full. Some of the men being anxious to get their money immediately, will sell
their interest in the catch as soon as they arrive, to the fitters or owners, at a considerable sacrifice.

In the mackerel fishery the vessels fit “at the halves,” the fish being usually sold at the end
of each trip, though they are occasionally retained till the close of the season. Portland was among
the first towns to send vessels to the Gulf of Saint Lawrence for mackerel. According to Mr.
Cushing, one of the oldest inspectors in the city, she sent her first vessel to that region in 1832,
and has continued the business regularly ever since. She has now, next to Gloucester, the largest
mackerel fleet in the United States, having twenty-eight sail of vessels owned by Portland eapital
engaged in the purse-seine mackerel fishery.

Tn 1879 sixteen of the vessels fished wholly in the Gulf of Maine; seven fished from Cape
Hatteras to Mount Desert Island; two spent a greater part of the season in the Gulf of Saint
Lawrence, and two divided their time between the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and the Gulf of Maine.
In 1880, so far as we have been able to learn, none of the fleet fished in British waters. In addition
to the above, nineteen of the shore vessels engaged in the mackerel fishery with line or net during
the height of the season.

The shore-fishing vessels, numbering thirty-two sail, are engaged in the capture of cod, hake,
haddock, polloek, cusk, mackerel, and herring, fishing first for one kind and then another, accord-
ing to the season, or the relative abundance of the different species. The fishing season begins
about the first of April and continues till late in November. Formerly many of the smaller craft
fished for menhaden with gill-nets, but as none of these fish have visited the waters of the State
since 1878, they have been obliged to engage in other fisheries.

Early in September large schools of herring make their appearance along the outer shores,
and most of the smaller vessels, with many of the boats, are engaged in their capture for a number
of weeks. The herring are taken in gill-nets, and sold to the packers and smokers.

During the winter months haddock are quite abundant, and nine of the local vessels, together
with some from other places, are engaged in this fishery, selling their catch to the smokers, who
prepare them for shipment to Canada and different parts of the United States. Trawls are used
in this fishery, and the catch is often enormous, while the price paid makes the profits to the fisher- -
men larger than those of any other fishery.

-
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THE BOAT FISHERIES.—The boat fishermen of Portland, about one hundred and forty in
number, are almost wholly Americans. Few of them live in the city, the greater part being scat-
tered about on the islands in the vicinity and at Cape Elizabeth, both for cheapness of living and
for convenience in getting to and from the fishing grounds. They use lap-streak, keeled, and
center-board boats, 18 to 22 feet in length. These are provided with two movable masts, with
sprit sails, and have an average value of §30 to $753 each. The fishing begins late in March and
continues till November, when most of the boats are hauled up, though a few fish more or less all
winter.

At first trawls are extensively used, the fishermen setting from 800 to 1,200 hooks each; butas
the season advances and bait becomes scarce hand-lines are substitnted for them, as the dog fish are
usually so plenty at this season as to seriously interfere with trawl-fishing. ¢Conch” (Natica clausa)
constitnte the principal bait in summer, the fishermen gathering them on the flats at low water and
keeping them in live-cars till needed. The cateh is composed largely of eod, pollock, hake, and mack-
erel. Some of the boat-fishermen are beginning to carry harpoons for sword-fish, and nearly all own
a “ gaug” of lobster-pots, which they fish with more or less regularly. The fish are sold to the fresh-
fish dealers, or to the hawkers, at prices depending largely upon the quantity in market. The sup-
ply is usually greater than the demand, and in order to be sure of a market each fisherman must
find some one who will agree to take his cateh at a stated price; otherwise he does not care to ven-
ture out. On account of the uncertainty of finding a market much time is lost that might otherwise
be profitably employed. The curers on the islands usunally buy all the fish that are offered, but
they require the fishermen to split them, and cannot afford to pay as much as the fresh-fish dealers
in the eity. For this reason many do not care to sell to the curers, thongh if the time gained
through the certainty of a market be considered, they could doubtless make good wages in this
way. This condition of affairs occurs only in summer, for at other seasons the market readily con-
sumes all the fish that are offered.

FIsH-OURING IN PORTLAND.—The fish landed in Portland are, with few exceptions, cured by
parties making a specialty of this work. Land in the heart of the city, where the fish-wharves
are located, is quite valuable, and the fish dealers do not have curing-stands of their own, as is
the case with those in smaller cities, but are dependent on the curers for ¢“making” any fish that
their vessels may bring. Two firms, however, have utilized the roofs of their buildings as flake-
yards, and in this way cure several thousand quintals apnually, The principal curing-stands are
on the islands of the outer harbor, where suitable buildings and flake-yards have been constructed.
On arriving from the banks the vessels proceed to these islands, the crews landing and washing
the fish, after which they wheel them to the flake-yard, when the curer takes charge of them and
prepares them for the market, taking one quintal in twelve for his services. If they cannot be
cured at once, the crew pitch them out of the vessel and carry them to the buildings, where they
are “kenched” until they are needed. In this case the curer “washes them out” before they are
placed on the flakes, charging six cents per quintal additional for this work.

In some localities the flakes are provided with eloth covers, which are spread over the fish to
protect them from the heat of the sun, which is often so great at mid-day as to render them nearly
worthless. In other localities the fish are ‘bunched” early in the day before the sun becomes too
warm, and spread again late in the afternoon. In many places along the coast no attempt is
made to dry the fish in summer on account of the danger of burning them, and the catch is
“kenched” till fall. )

In Portland, however, the curers have a very simple way of overcoming the difficulty, and
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eontinue their work with little or ne loss during the hottest weather. Their flakes are built so as
to run nearly east and west, and are so arranged that the tops may be easily turned on a central
axis. The fish are spread in the morning, and as the day advances and the heat increases the
flakes are tilted toward the north, so that the sun’s rays shall fall obliquely on the fish, and thus
have little effect upon them.

The property devoted to the curing of fish in Portland is valued at $26,000. The business
furnishes employment to twenty-one men during eight months of the year and to several addi-
tional omes during the busy season. The guantity cured in 1830 was somewhat larger than for
several years past, though Portland has long been extensively interested in the business. The
figures furnished by Messrs, C. & H. Trefethen, who are more extensively engaged in curing than
any other firm, show the business for 1880 to have been 49,426 qmintals, of which nearly seven-
eighths were landed by Portland vessels. The catch was divided as follows: 21,783 quintals
large cod; 16,813 quintals small cod; 6,626 gquintals hake; 1,437 quintals cusk; 1,369 qaintals
pollock, and 1,193 quintals haddock.

INSPECTION OF FIsH.—Portland is Iargely interested in packing and inspecting fish of differ-
eut kinds, including mackerel, herring, cod, haddock, sword-fish, and other species. She is more
extensively engaged in this business than any other city in the State, leading all cities in the
United States in the quantity of herring inspected, and is excelled only by Gloucester in the
quantity of mackerel packed. The mackerel are mostly taken by vessels belonging in Portland
and other Maine fishing towns, though a few vessels belonging to Cape Ann, Cape Cod, and
other fishing districts of Massachusetts pack in Portland to a greater or less extent. Nine firms
engage regularly in this branch of the business. They oceuDy property valued at $89,000 and
farnish employment to ninety-three men, forty-three of them being employed throughout the year.
Up to 1879 the inspection charges were $1.50 per barrel, but in the spring of that year the price
was redueed to $1.25.

Mr. Charles Dyer, one of the leading packers in Portland, in referring to the business of the
city for 1880, writes: ,

“Portland has packed, in round numbers, 75,000 barrels [76,417] of mackerel, valued, clear of
salt and packing, at abont §5 a barrel. This has been a very prosperous year, and, were it not for
the English mackerel coming into the country free of duty, it would have been more s0.”

After speaking of the habit of packing English fish under American brands by the fish inspect-
ors of other cities, and of the injury to the trade resulting therefrom, he continues:

“Portland does not handle any English-caught mackerel, and for this reason Portland mack-
erel stand highest in market.”

The nearness to the extensive fall herring fisheries brings Portland into prominence in con-
nection with this trade. She has a fleet of her own engaged in the herring fishery, and, in addition,
buys nearly all of the fish taken by fleets of other portions of the coast, though Boothbay handles
a small percentage and Boston sccures a considerable qnantity.

The figures furnished by Mr. E. G. Willard show 12,000 barrels to be the quantity of herring
Landled in 1830. In addition to the above, Portland handled 1,800 barrels of pickled haddock and
cod, and a few barrels of sword-fish aud alewives.

SMOKED HERRING AND HADDOCK.—Several Portland dealers have large smoke-houses, and
are engaged in the preparation of Finnan haddies and bloater herring. These parties have a
monopo'y of the Finnan haddie trade of America. Eastpert, ihe only other city extensively
engaged in the prepazation of these fish, is working wholly under contract with the Portland
dealers, who purchase the produets and distribute them to the trade. Jonesport, Vinal Haven,
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and Rockland, in Maine, Portsmouth in New Hampshire, and Boston in Massachusetts have each
smoked a few haddock, but their trade has been wholly local and of comparatively little impor-
tance.

From Messrs. Wyer Brothers and John Lovett & Co., the two lurgest dealers in the country,
we gathered the following facts about the origin and growth of the Finnan haddie trade:

The haddock was first smoked in America at Montreal, Canada, by Mr. Thromas McEwan, a
Secotchman, who had become familiar with the method of preparation Defore removing to this
country. He began the business in a small way about 1860, sending to Portland for his fish. The
first few lots, consisting of only 100 to 300 pounds each, were smoked in barrels. The trade soon
inereased so that smoke-houses were built, and, finding the expense of transportation so great,
Mr. McEwan removed to Portland for engaging more extensively in the work. He soon formed a
partnership with Mr. Lovett, one of the leading fish dealers of Portland, and continned the busi-
ness on a larger scale than ever. At first the trade was wholly with Canada, and largely among
the Scotch. Later the Americans commenced eating smoked haddock, and at the present time
nearly one-third of the trade is with the United States. TUp to 1868 Portland was the only town
engaged in the business. At this time Portland dealers, learning of the abundance of haddoek
along the eastern part of the coast of Maine, located at Eastport to engage in the work, and the
business has been continued to the present time, the season lasting through the winter only.
During the season of 1879-°80, aceording to Mr. R. C. Green, Eastport smoked and shipped to
Portland dealers about 211,000 pounds of cured fish, valued at over $12,000.

The following extract from a letter received from Wyer Brothers, of Portland, gives the extent
of the business of that ¢ity. They write:

“ The quantity of haddock cured here in the season of 1879’80 did not vary materially from
that put up the previous season. Though the demand increased, the catch of haddock from which
the supply must be obtained fell a little short of that of previous winters, and it was often quite
difficult to get a sufficient quantity for smoking. * * * Wehave carefully estimated the amount
of haddock used for this purpose and find it to be about 2,100,000 of fresh fish, and, as they shrink
almost one-half in curing, the whkole amount of smoked fish would be about 1,200,000 pounds.”

Adding to these the quantity shipped from Eastport we find that Portland now handles nearly
2,500,000 pounds of Finnan baddies annually. Property valued at 88,000 is used by the smokers,
and twenty-four men are employed for six months of the year in preparing the fish.

Wyer Brothers place the quantity of bloater herring smoked in Portland during the winter of
187980 at 2,000 Larrels of 350 fish each, equal to 700,000 herring in number. These were largely
sold in Canada with the haddock, XNo bard herring are smoked in the city.

THE LOBSTER FISHERY AND THE LOBSTER TRADE,—Lobsters are caught off Portland during
the entire year, though the ﬁshiﬁg is most extensive from March to July, and again from October
to December. Thirty men, living chiefly on the islands or at Cape Elizabeth, fish exclusively
for lobsters, while nearly all of the boat-fishermen have a few pots which they tend with more or
less regularity at certain seasons. The local fishing-grounds are around Hog, Peak’s, and Cushing's
Islands and near Portland light in sammer, and along the outer shore of Cape Elizabeth in winter.
The traps are set in from three to twenty fathoms of water, oue man tending from forty to sixty-five
of them, usually visiting them onee a day when the weather is suitable. During the height of the
season some haul their pots twice a day. Twenty-five years ago, according to Mr. Trefethen, of
House Island, an average cateh was six or seven lobsters, weighing 4 to 6 pounds each to the
pot. From that time they have gradually diminished, and, according to the same authority, the
cateh in 1879 averaged only one marketable lobster (which must be 104 inches long), and three
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smaller ones to the pot, the average weight of the former being 2 pounds and of the latter 1
pound. The fishermen in the vicinity of the city bring their catch direct to market, while those
living farther off are obliged to depend upon the smacks.

The Portland lobster market is largely controlled by two firms, while a third does a limited
business. Thirteen smacks, aggregating 287.068 tons, valued at $9,575, make frequent and regular
visits to different portions of the coast between Cape IPorpoise and the Grand Manan and buy the
“eount lobsters” of the fishermen, carrying them to the Portland markets. Others, though not
regularly employed, bring occasional cargoes to the city. The fisherman keeps his lobsters in live
cars until the smack arrives, when he sorts them out, those of marketable size being purchased by
the captain, while the smaller and soft-shelled ones are retained to be sold to the boats running to
the canning establishments, The time required for the round trip varies from one to two weeks,
according to the weather, the abundance of lobsters, and the distance traveled. The average
smack carries from 4,000 to 5,000 lobsters each trip; if the well is overcrowded, many die in
transit, the loss in this way, especially in summer, being often very great. The price paid to
the fishermen ranges from three to four cents each, and the selling price in Portland averages about
six cents. On the arrival of the smack, the live lobsters are transferred to the cars of the dealers,
where they remain until needed. When an order is received for them they are taken out, f)oiled,
and packed in boxes or barrels for shipment to the frade. A few live ones are shipped to the prin-
cipal dealers of Boston, but this method is not usually adopted, as many are killed by the jarring
to which they are subjected on the train, Live lobsters are received in considerable quantities
from Eastport, the usnal method being to pack them in barrels with a quantity of ice: when
carefully packed in this way they will keep {from two to three days.

As already stated, three firins are more or less interested in the lobster trade of Portland.
These occupy property worth $12,000, and furnish employment to nine men. According to My, A.
L. Johnson, onec of the prineipal dealers, Portland, in 1880, handled 800,000 lobsters in number
These cost the dealers about six cents each, making the total cost at first hands $48,000. The
lobsters are variously estimated at from 13 to 2 pounds each; allowing them to average 13 pounds,
the total weight would be 1,400,000 pounds. Of this quantity about one-half goes to Bostou, one-
fourth to New York, and the remainder to the country trade in Maine, New Hampshire, Massa-
chusetts, and Canada.

LOBSTER-CANNING BY PORTLAND CAPITAL.—Portland capitalists are more extensively
interested in the canning of lobsters than those of any other city in the United States. The busi-
ness was begnn at Eastport nearly forty years ago, and three or four years later a cannery was
built in Boston. Before 1850 Portland people had become interested in the work, and from that
date they have taken the lead in the business, showing remarkable energy and judgment. At first
a good many lobsters were put up in the city, but as the demand increased the supply became
insufficient, and they were obliged to establish canneries at different points along the coast, gradually
increasing the number and going farther and farther from home, until to-day Portland has twelve
canneries on the ceast of Maine, employing about 300 laborers on shore and nearly 1,000 fishermen.

These canneries, with their fixtures, are worth 838,000, and it requires an additional eapital of
$80,000 to carry on the business. The three firms controlling this trade are the Portland Packing
Company, Burnham & Morrill, and J. Winslow Jones. These firms have cousulted their books
and furnished figures from which the following summary of the business for 1880 has been obtained:
4,731,983 pounds of lobsters were used, and 849,8971 one-pound and 99,371 two-pound cans were put
up. In addition, 267,943 one-pound and 5,597 two-pound cans of mackerel (Scomber scombrus) were
packed, 516,864 pounds of round fish being required for this purpose. About 3,500 bushels of soft-
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shelled clams (Mya arenaria) were used, from which 38,400 caus of clams and 14,400 cans of clam-
chowder were prepared. Over 853,000 were paid to the fishermen for their catch; $19,000 were
paid to the employés for their labor; and the manufactured products, including cans, cases, &c.,
had a market value of $157,500.

In addition to their work on the coast of Maine, the above firms have seventeen canneries in
the British Provinces, distributed as follows: Three in New Brunswick, 11 in Nova Scotia, 1 on
Prince Edward Island, 1 on the Magdalen Islands, and 1 in Newfoundland. About $214,000
capital is required for carrying on their business, and the figures for 1880 showed that 10,588,578
pounds of live lobsters were used in packing 1,916,096 one-pound eans, and 281,928 cans of other
brands. Owing to the duty on the tin in which the lobsters are packed, over 95 per cent. of the
products were sent directly to England, France, and Germany, or passed through the United States,
in bond, en route for these countries.

The above firms have storehouses, can-factories, and offices in and about Portland valued at
over $30,000, and eighty men are employed for three or four months each winter in making the cans
that are to be used during the following season, which, in Maine, is limited by law to the months
of April, May, June, and July.

THE FRESH-FISH TRADE.—The wholesale fresh-fish trade of Portland is controlled by seven
firms located in the vicinity of Custom-house and Commercial Wharves. They obtain a greater
part of their cod and haddock in summer from the local fishermen, who set their trawls off the
outer islands of Casco Bay in from thirty to forty fathoms of water. The boats land about 400
pounds each trip, making an average of three trips a week during the fishing season. Formerly
the mackerel were furnished by the numerous ‘“drag-boats” of the locality, but of late, owing to
the scarcity and small size of the fish, the number of these boats has greatly diminished, and the
supply is now obtained from the seining fleet, or is occasionally brought from Boston. Sword-fish
are landed in considerable numbers by the boats and vessels fishing along the shore from the 1st of
July till the 15th of August. Three or four small schooners visit different localities from Cape
Elizabeth to the Bay of Fundy for halibut, but the catch is usually very limited and a large part
of the supply is brought from Gloncester. Late in the fall some of the larger vessels that have
previously been employed in the offshore cod and mackerel fisheries fit out with trawls for the
winter shore fisherjes, catching cod, hake, and haddock, which are usually sold fresh in Portland.

The wholesale dealers handle between seven and eight million pounds of fresh fish annually.
Probably three-eighths of the entire quantity, if we include those used for smoking, are haddock,
one-fourth are cod, the bulk of the remainder being composed of mackerel, hake, pollock, sword-
fish, salmon, and herring.

About half of the fresh fish are sold in Canada and the greater part of the remainder are sent
to Boston and the interior cities of Maine, New Hampshire, and New York. The dealers occupy
property valued at $24,000, and bave 810,000 additional capital invested in the business. Twenty-
four men are constantly employed in boxing and icing fish, and twenty seven others are required
to assist during the busy season, which lasts about five or six months.

The retail fish trade is divided between the regular merchants, who rent buildings and deal
exclusively in sea products, and the peddlers that vend fish from band.carts and wagons through
lhe city and surrounding conntry. There are eight regular retail dealers, each doing a fair trade.
They buy chiefly of the wholesalers and seldom deal directly with the fishermen. The number of
peddlers varies eonsiderably with the season, the average being about forty, This class is made
up largely of aged fishermen who have worn themselves out by exposure in their open boats, and
are now satisfied with the small amount of money that can be made in this way.
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THE TRADE IN FISH OIL.—A large part of the oil saved by the Maine fishermen is earried
directly to Boston for a market, and outside of Tortland and Eastport there are no oil dealers in
the State of Maine. Eastport handles but a limited quantity, the greater part of which is obtained
from the provincial fishermen. The firm of John Couley & Son controls the oil trade of the city,
less than 5 per cent. of the total quantity brought to Iortland being handled by other parties.
Mr. Conley furnishes the following statement of the trade for 1880:

¢ On account of the higher prices paid for oil in the West, we have allowed much that is
usually landed in Portland to go to Boston and other places. The quantity handled in this city
was 49,851 gallons of liver oil from the eoast of Maine, and 2,475 gallons from Nova Scotia; also
395 gallons of herring aud 2,372 gallons of menhaden oil from different sources. This gives a
total of 52,318 gallons, costing at first hands 820,422.36. About 4,464 gallons of the above were
sold to dealers in New York, and the rest was shipped direct to the consumers throughout the
country.” '

THE TRADE IN PROVISIONS AND OUTFITS.—With so large a fishing fleet of its own, and so
many outside vessels visiting the city for a market, it is reasonable to suppose that Portland does a
large business in supplying the fishermen with provisions, salt, and ice. Five firms depend wholly
on their trade with fishermen and fishing vessels, and a sixth supplies a large amount of ship-
chandlery to the vessels of the port. The dealers depend largely on Boston for their provisions
and other supplies, but a portion of their stock comes direct from the factories along the coast.
The lines and trawls are made in Castine; the cordage in Plymouth and Boston; the nets in
Boston; the seine-boats in Gloucester, and the dories in Salisbury, Newbuaryport, Gloucester, and
Harpswell. The trade amounts to $150,000 annnally, and requires the services of sixteen eclerks
and accountants,

The salt trade has Deen extensive for many years. From 1812 te 1860, it was largely con-
trolled by Dana & Co., and by B. G. Willard from 1867 to the close of 1878, Mr. Willard acted
as agent for the large importing house of J. P. & G. C. Robinson, of New York, and for the
thirteen years during which he controlled the fishing trade in salt he estimates that 30,000 hogs-
heads were sold annually at $1.50 to $1.75 per hogsbead. About one-half of the entire quantity
was used Ly Portland vessels, and the remainder was sold to vessels Lelonging in Sounthport,
Westport, Boothbay, and other towns along the coast of Maine.

With so extensive a trade in fresh fish and so large a market fleet, Portland requires a large
supply of ice. Thisissupplied by several firms, the principal one being D. W. Clark & Co., who
estimate the annual quantity consumed by the fishing trade to be about 2,200 tons, worth $6,600.
This is divided as follows: 1,000 tons to the fresh-fish dealers, 700 tons to the large vessels in the
maekerel and halibut fishery, and 500 tons to the smaller market vessels and boats.

THE TRADE IN DRY AND PICKLED FIsIL.—Having spoken of the quantity of fish cured and
inspected in Portland, we now consider the city as a distributing center. We are indebted to Mr.
E. G. Willard, who buys a greater part of the fish landed in Portland either for himself or on
commission for the largest houses in New York and Boston, for many of the following facts which,
though only estimates, probably vary but little from the actual figures,

Most of the Portland cod are kench-eured, many of them being prepared for exportation to the
West Indies. Formerly nearly all of the cod were packed in drums before shipping, but now the
carers on the islands are beginning to carry their large fish in bulk to Boston and New York. At
the present time, fully 50 per cent. of the cod are packed in drums and sold to the larger dealers of
Boston and New York, by whom they are exported to the West Indies. The remainder are pur-
chased by the same parties for shipment to the Western and Southern States. In 1880, Portland
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dealers handled 27,000 quintals, in addition to those shipped by the curers of the islands. A econ-
siderable portion of them were bronght from the fishing towns farther east,

The hake trade of Portland is largely controlled by Mr. Willard, who buys nearly all that are
caught by Portland vessefs, as well as those from other portions of the State. The quantity
handled annually varies from 12,000 to 14,000 quintals, but in 1880 it reached fully 15,000. These
fish are all hard.dried and packed in eight-quintal drums. The greater part are sold to J. Van
Prague & Co., of Boston, who in turn export them to Surinam.

No city in the United States offers so geod a market for dried pollock as Portland. The trade
is controlled largely by {he wholesale grocers, who buy all that are offered by the Maine fishermen,
and send fo Cape Ann and the British Provinces for an additional supply. Mr, George Trefethen,
the priuncipal dealer in polloek, writes as follows:

¢ In reply to your inquiries about the pollock trade of Portland for 1830, I will state that the
catch has Dbeen very light. At Eastport [which has the most extensive fishery in the country], it
was almost a total failare. * * * 1 think there were about 18,000 guintals sold in Portland in
1830. Of those handled by us, 30 per cent. were from Nova Scotia, 15 per cent. from Cape Ann,
40 per cent. from the Portland distriet, and the balance from the eastern part of the State, includ-
ing Eastport. The prices have ruled about 50 cents per quintal higher than in 1879, or &2 to $2.50
per quintal. The demand has been good all through the season, and the stoek now on hand is not
more than 50 per cent. of what it was last year at this time. The prices are now [January 22,
1881 ] higher than for several years, owing to the small catch of last season, good light salted dry-
cured fish bringing 3 to 3} cents per pound.”

The grocers depend almost wholly for their trade on the counties of Cumberland and York, in
Maine, and Rockingham, Strafford, Belknap, and Merrimae, in New Hampshire. In most places
there is a foolish prejudice against pollock, anud outside of the above-named and adjoining counties
there is little demand for them. Here, however, according to Mr. Trefethen, they are esteemed
equally with the cod by a majority of the people, and some even prefer them to the latter species.

About 3,000 quintals of haddock, and 2,500 quintals of cusk are handled here annually. These
are mostly sold in Boston, Gloucester, and Plymouth, to be cut up and shipped to the West as
‘“Dboneless cod”. Boston takes about three-fourths of all, and Gloucester and Plymouth divide the
remainder equally.

Portland’s trade in mackerel is rapidly increasing. The city has the second largest fleet of
‘*seiners” in the country and, in addition to the quantity landed by these, many vessels from other
places fishing along the coast of Maine in summer find it convenient to pack a portion of their
catch in Portland. Mackerel are also sent here for a market from other fishing ports in the State.
Mr. Willard estimates that an average of 40,000 barrels were handled annually for several years;
the quantity for 1880 was 76,417 barrels. Over two-thirds of the entire quantity are sold in New
York, the remainder going chiefly to Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and the West.

The quantity of herring handled in Portland from year to year depends largely upon the
size of the school that visits the shore. In 1876, the catch was unusually large, and 25,000 to
30,000 barrels were brought in for a market. In 1878, the school was smaller than for many years,
and only 10,000 barrels were received. In 1830, the quantity reached 12,000 barrels. Half of the
Droducts of this fishery are sold in New York, and the remainder are usually shipped to Boston
and Canada.

About 2,000 barrels of pickled cod aud haddock reach the Portland market yearly. Three-
fourths of these are seat to Philadelphia and New York, and from theuce to the mining districts of
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Pennsylvania; the remainder go mostly to Boston. In 1880, only about 1,800 barrels were
received.

CAPE EL1ZABETH.—Cape Elizabeth has no fisheries that can be treated separately from those
of Portland. The two places are separated only by the waters of Portland Harbor, and being so
unequal in size the larger has naturally absorbed the business of the smaller. Cape Elizabeth has
at the present time not even a retail fish market, and the forty boat-fishermen living in the town
are obliged to take their catch to Portland for a market. A nuwber of fishing vessels are officered
and manned by fishermen from the Cape, and some are largely owned by these people; but all fit
and sell in Portland, and are largely controlled by the Portland dealems. The two places are
so0 intimately related to each other in the fisheries that the smaller is very naturally included with
the larger, and the vessels and boats of the furmer are treated as a part of the Portland fleet.

K.—THE SACO, KENNEBUNK, AND YORK DISTRICTS.
46. GENERAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES.

THE GENERAL FISHERIES.—The Saco, Kennebunk, and York customs districts extend from
Cape Elizabeth to the southern boundary of the State. The region was visited in the fall of 1880
by Mr. W. A. Wileox, secretary of the Boston Fish Bureau, for the purpose of making a careful
study of the past and present condition of the fisheries. From his report we learn that the section
was formerly cxtensively engaged in the fisheries, and bad quite a fleet of vessels visiting the off-
shore banks. Of late, however, the vessel interests have declined, and the fisheries are now chiefly
confined to the capture of ground-fish, herring, lobsters, and ¢lams in the inshore waters. A few
small vessels are still owned, but a majority of the men are provided with small open boats for
engaging in the work.

THE CLAM FISHERIES.—The clam flats are very extensive, and enormous quantities of soft
clams are dug annually, many being sold fresh, while the remainder are used as bait by the shore
and vesse] fishermen.

THE HERRING FISHERY.—The fall herring fisheries in the vicinity of Wood Island are also
important, these waters being visited by larger schools of spawning fish than those of any other
locality on the New England coast. In fact, the Wood Island region is the principal herring
spawning ground in the United States, and each season immense numbers of fish visit the locality,
where they remain until their eggs have been deposited, after which they return to the deeper
waters. During the season, which lasts for several weeks, hundreds of vessels are engaged in the
fishery, the catch, which varies greatly from year to year, being marketed in Portland, Boston,
and Boothbay. .

STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION OF THE SACO DISTRICT FOR 1880.—The following statements
show separately the extent of the fisheries of the region for 1880, a separate statement being given
for each district. The data from which these statements are derived were gathered by Mr.
Wileox:
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STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION FOR 1880.—The following statement shows in detail the con-
dition of the sea fisheries of the Saco customs district:

Summary statement of persons employed and capital invested.

Persons employed. ¢ | Xumber. | Capital invested. Amount,
Number of vessel-fishermen ....... R, 37 ;. Capitelin vesselsand boats ...l $18, 825
Number of boat-fishermen ...._.................. P . 152 i Capitalin netsand traps ............ ... ... 3,225
Number of curers, packers, fitters, et¢.....coveueaaen. ... 10 | Other fixed and circulating capital .._....coeeeo . ilil. a8, 500
Number of factory hands ... 53 TOUAL -« eeees et e e e e 30, 550

* Other jfized and cireulating eapital.—Cash capital, $4,800; wharves, shorehouses, and fixtures, $2,500; factory bnildings and apparatus,

$1,200; total, $8,500.

Detailed statement of capital invesled in vessels, boats, nets, and traps.

- : i Valame of | i o {/ -
Vessels and boats. No. ; Tonnage. i Valne. ‘ﬁﬁﬁfﬁg‘is V::ﬂ‘t‘g‘f’f 3;‘]'8‘;1 Nets and trapa. ENumber,:‘ Value.
: ; i and pets. ! |
| i i
Vessels. | ! ; ; i Nets. ; |
: | o . i :
In food-fish fishery: ; | |y Gill-nets: A !
ACHTneeeennann. T 86.04 $5,750 | $2.650 | $4,900: #13,500 | 10 vessel fisheries_... #750
: e — In hoat fisheries ._...: 20
5,759 2,550 | 4,900 | 13,500 ¢
= T e e Total ...
T vessel ﬁsheu.'ies P 600 RECPELERD ; ............ : 600 i 60 ; 360
In sbore fisheries........ 2, 505 ¢ 1, 520 700 4,725 | Lobster-pots ..o.o-.... j' 1, R60 : 1,385
Total evveennn...o. 154 . ............ , 3, 105 1,520 00 5,325 : Total mens oo, : 1,920 ‘( 1,755
Detailed statement of the quantities and values of the product.
i ] T
| i
. Pounds, | Pounds, | Value as
Products epecified. fresh. | prepared. Bulk. sold.
3,538, 340 $71,254
240,000 | ...... 3, 200
For bait..... 225, 000 844
For fertilizer 40, 600 100
b 0 7 U e 505, 000 4,144
942, 500 924,800 |enrnrnacarinrannacaaeoneaaeeaan 10, 150
seacereararreaanaans 324, 000 134,400 |.vocenann.. eeareenaanen . 1,800
HAAAOCK o v ceiracaniarearornrescannsecanaresssnansssnnrssomocannnn 252, 000 B9,B00 |oeonimminnei e 1, 800
POllOCK .evv oot et e e cmem e e rmaame 87, 000 B3, 800 [ oo e eecvea—anan 600
CUIK ottt e cetarecemserareanens 59, 800 25,760 [ommnmeenimins e naenaaae s 632
BN ) SN PR, wasiesanacans . 1, 665, 3060 608,160 | uecumvneerearimesainncuansncananaen 14, 982
Pickled fish. |
Mackerel eeeeeinnnnnnnnnsen g 60, 000 490, 000 200 barrels....coiiviiiiiennia.. 1,150
Herring :
Ordinary e b e eetceeamecescamanmem e mee e 212, 500 170, 000 850 barrels .. aeioiiieinan .o 2,530
B - PSRN 272, 500 210,000 | 1,050 barrels.......... ..o ..., 3, 700
Lobsters.
Fresh.oo oot iiiieeiieeanns e e e aee e 405,800 .. ooooo. 14,872
FOP 000 ceine st viiievaeneevencaeenrresnresemrarmneanceas 225,000 [.ceaeeenn--- 22,500 bushels ccooeenieninaan..t 7, 875
For bait ......... 429,040 | ...........!| 42,994 bushels = 3, 071 barrels ... 15, 355
Canned .._....... 35,000 |.vcvueenno.-i 3,500 bushels = 52,800 cans...... 6, 620
Total ........ 689, D40 ;} .................................... 29, 850
Migcellanecus.
Fishoofl ..ottt oo eeaeaaan e eeeeeeemae e ————— et 2,715 gallons ... oeiiiiiieeanianns 1, 086
1, 620
1, 000
3,708
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STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION FOR 1880.—The following statement shows in detail the con-
dition of the sea fisheries of the Kennebunk customs distriet:

Summary sletement of persons employed and capital invested.

Persons employed. ‘ Number. ! Capital invested. ’ Amonnt.
| e . {
68 i Capital in vessels and boats. .oovaen e viiineiniiiienienn. : $27, 610
189 || Capital in nots and traps «..oo.onimenonii Ll ! 3,748
| 12 |! Otherfixed and circulating capital aB, 500
TOUT oo e emee e e e ee e ee e aaannan ! 266 | TOtUl -« em e e e I
i ' { .
a Other fized and circulating eapital.—Cash capital, $2,500; wharves, shorehouses, and fixtures, $4,000; total, $6,500.
Detailed statement of capital invested in vessels, boats, nets, and traps.
: Value of | i !
H Vs I
Vesscls and boats. 1 No.  Tounnage. 5 Value. f;f’;aﬁfg;‘;s V:l‘i‘(lgt(.)f E‘a(;giel ! Nets and traps. No. | Value
' | | and nets. | i [
In food-fish fishery: : | 5 i : ; Nets. f
Active......ooeaneinn [ 206.16 |  $12,700 ,  $3,950 ; $5,640 |  $22,200 | Gill-mets: .
Total cvooivnnennnne |18 206.16 | 12,700 | 3,950 | 5640 | 22,200 | 10 Vesselfisheries ... 40| 2650
; = ! In boat fiaheries ..... 80 960
Boats : ; | ——
| ! ¢ Total eemeceneeenn.. 120 1,610
In vessel fisheries ....... i [ L 920 920 ==
Iu shore fisberies {9 g 80 80| 4400 | Traps. i
"""""""""""""" : " : : it Fykes .. .. ..o......... 75 450
Total ..c.ooovnnnnn [ V-3 PPN 4,030 ! 890 | 400 5,320 ;| Lobster-pots............. 2,950 1,688
| i ; I | i - I
§ ! | i i | Totaleeees.vien.. 2,025 213
| i i | : i ! B
Detuailed statement of the quantities and ralues of the produet.
. Pounds, Pounds, | Value a
Products specified. ran propared. | Bulk. | Venoas
]
Grand b0l ceeneneenier i eciee e eevaas [ ceeeeimrennas 7,502,425 |.oeoieninnit] i i e e SR 852, 566
Fresh fish N
For food. vmmeerrnniimii et cererememeen e raanaanas ! 452,000 |, 6,027
2 3 T | 310, 000 1,162
For fertilizer ... oo eeeiieacieaiiaae e 80, 060 200
b T 7. A seaiarseramasvantenen PR B 7,380
Dry fish. |
o7 F RSN USSUSU : 2,233,725 | 769,776 24,055
5 £ g R 1, 601, 190 664, 160 8,885
Haddock....... - e, rveeneamenaane 1,376,550 | 489, 440 9,833
Pollock . ...l aall. U AR 469, 800 181, 440 3, 240
(5] 1) S PSP 140, 400 60, 480 1,485
B PN 5,821,575 | 2,165,296 47, 508
Pickled fish.
MAcKErel oo ioueeacvenncnrnerimssroonnsorsmronmmrassnrrrsomssoncs 142, 500 95, 000 475 DALTOIS . cevnrvercnenrocennnn. 2,731
Herring:
OrdiDary . .. ooeioi it e e econa e e 530, 750 440, 600 | 2,203 barrels.. 6, 609
Total ceet i v e 693, 250 535,600 | 2,678 DALTOl8.ccnun cevnenrnnnnnn.. 9,340
Lobstars. ! i ‘
Freshoceeeeoeiecineacaiaeraneeeeetanaeroetnes DRI ceend 208,600 e, e e o 3,982
Olama. " -
B g S SRS 37,000 {.eoueeenees! 3,700 bUShEIS aeanecee et anaannenan. 1,208
BMiscellaneous. : i
e s !
B3 S : 9,666 galloms.... 3, 566
BOTDAB « e v et i e taneesaaenoronnenaan wenerrennas . creerriretenqemraenren . 8, 006
Marine products used for fertilizers . .ooace ceeescaioacienrannnnan. : ereeanesieasiracasmrag 1,200
b PRI v A e teaaeeabamacananaeraasemeaan 3,072




MAINE: SACO, KENNEBUNK, AND YORK DISTRICTS. 95

STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION FOR 1880.—~—The following statement shows in detail the con-
dition of the fisheries of the York district:

Sunrmary statement of persons employed and capital invested.

Persons employed. Capital invested. E Amount.
e e e e :
Number of vessel-fishermen. .. ... ... ..aa.. { 15 ;i Capital in vesselsand boats.. ... . ... . ... : $13, 693
Number of boat-fishermen.cc.ocuurvoiiiniioaein .. E 290 ; Capitalin nets and raps.....coocmsiiieiciieniniinan . 6, 494
Number of curers, packers, fitters, &¢ ..cooveiiiviiinnnns | 8 Other fixed and eirculating capital -e..cvveaeaai il a’, 008
e —— I
b LT PP ; 813 |} 03 S i 23,187

a Other fized and eireuluting capital.—~—Cash capital, $1,500; wharves, shorehonses, and fixtnres, $1,500; total, $3,000.

Detailed statement of capital invested in ressels, boals, nets, and traps.

; | | Valneof ! ‘ ;
Vessels and bonts. No. | Topnage. | Value. ! fif,:réfgg;g ‘;‘:}?&?r 3;;}‘1"3‘ it Ncts and traps. | Xo. :r Value.
J . and nets. | ! |
i 5 |
Fessels. | | : i : ; Nets.
In food fish fisheries: | | | - Gillnets: a |
Active........... eend 3 45.73 22,550 | 9858 . $1,185  $4,503 |  In vessel fisheries ... 6 $90
Total .onvrmeneeenes IR 2,550 | 88| 1,18 ¢ 4503,  [wbostfisheries..... 2% 2,70
: ; : : - Hanl-seines: : !
Boats. ! ’ ; ¢ InDont fisheries ...... : 3. Kt
In vessel fisheries ..emees] 11 {enieeene.n. 200 [oueenaneans Loven : 200 |
n shore fisheries ........ TR £ 2 3 !, i . , '
1n shore fisheri ! 103 | 5,000 2,800 1,000 ] 8, 900
TOtAL cenrennnaeanel 204 |oeeroomnnnns 5,200 2,900; 1,000 | 9,100
| A
.? l |

Detniled statement of the quantities and values of the product.

Bulk. Value as

|
Pevdacts spociton Ppusds, | Bousds | s
Grand total --....... eeeae et ananeeinnene eenes 5058, 080 | eee s et $76,803
Fresh fish, | I
FOT 008 . v ammne eemmee cemmemenens emvanenan eaiemteemiememeeeannns 1,505, 000 : e e ————— 21,287
For badb ...eevnnennnnnn . 828, 000 4,140 DATTOIS. .o neninaaeeiann. s : 3,105
Fox fortiizeT vuceeu.cimeinrinenecoceacoarrsncansanes . 20, 000 | 100 barrelf. coeeeeaiaeaniinen.. 50
b T U PURRPU 2,443,000 ..o ooeoes 4,240 bowrels..coenciaeeennnnnn. 24, 422
Dry feh. T
GO e ent et eeacrramanensenes smmeae caemnannencenesan e enrnrnon 975, 000 336,000 |.evenniaannaeen e areaasen e 10, 500
£ £ T PO 837, 000 347,200 |.ocuecaann- reenmnesenamesaas ceaas 4,650
HaddocK . .ooeen v emeancananeeanantannan 567, 000 201,800 |- eoenean s emamammnme s 4, 050
Pollock ....cumyninnnan ereeeeaneneen e eresaressasiaennsanenin 304, 500 117,600 |.eececnennnn. 2,100
CUBK . oottt cietaas teaceccereecneaensseeananaerane 104, 000 44,800 |oeeeiieiar i 1,100
TOtAl 1earrenranroranrarnsesacensmsnoennrancasmnconn eeeaans 2,787,500 | 1,047,200 Juernrnearnnanecnnnenense mmaraaans 22, 400
Pickled fish.
MRCKETE] . oo oeivicinierrenrearesenae nensassonaneamensemanrnsarann £2, 000 28, 000 140 DAXTCIB. wecerrroneranannnnnn 805
Herriug;
03, 750 75, 000 375 BAFTIS. coeenm e eneans 1,125
TORL oo eniaincemaeeaasaasanaenaaecraaacansacanaa oaeann i 135, 750 103, 000 515 DOITI8. vammeeenrnceeainnns 1,930
Lobeters,
Fresh..evesocinnnnnn... eeeeraiesenosans ersreonsnrnenncs nnreonn [ N SN et ave et aaas 3,630
Oloma. -
For 00d .\euueurneiannnnn vemeeemrmeesesscsatsancecaaces anas naeera] 873,750 {+eeeuvauanns] 37,375 bushels ........ ceeeananns 13, 081
Forbait...... ... 118, 980 11,998 bushels = 857 barrels 4,985
Total .ot ieiiciieaietcreeerneer s ranateastnaanaeannn 493, 730 17, 866
Miscellansous.
Fishofl .._........... eaens 1,870
B0unds .« et . 4,850 4,185
Maring products 086d for fortillzera ......oveeeuemesennonmeesamseen|omeemsnnnssrensloaressasnnes 1,000
Total .oooovruinnnnnns 7,058
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47. SCARBOROUGH BEACH, PINE POINT, AND SACO BAY.

ScARBOROUGH BEACH.—The settlement at Scarborough Beach is situated 6 miles south of
Portland and 3 miles from the village of Scarborough. The only branch of the fisheries to which
the inhabitants give any attention is elam-digging; in this they are almost as largely interested as
the residents of the adjoining settlement of Pine Point. About twenty men from the Beach are at
work on the clam-flats the year round, and from September to April the number is increased to
forty. Formerly a large part of the clams dug by the people of this settlement, after being shelled
and salted, were sold for bait to the fishermen at various places along the coast. Ifully 3,000
barrels were frequently disposed of in this way during a single season; but owing to the establish-
ment of a cannery, the quantity salted for bait in 1880 did not exceed 1,000 barrels, the bulk of
those taken being used for canming purposes. Many are shipped in shell during the year to
the Boston and Portland markets, while a few are sold to peddlers from the smaller towns of the
interior. The total catch for 1879 was about 30,400 bushels.

PINE PoINT.—At the eastern end of Old Orchard Beach, 8 miles west of Portland, is the
railroad station of Pine Point. The place is by many supposed to have been named from Mr.
Charles Pine, one of the early settlers, while others contend that the name was suggested by the
abundance of pine trees in the locality., The ocean shore in this neighborhood is neither more nor
less than a low sandy plain a mile and a half in width, extending inland to the base of a series of
elevated ridges known in colonial times as Blue Point Hills. From these heights the spires of
Portland are distinetly visible, and during the war of 1812 a signal station was established here to
give notice at Portland in case any strange vessels should be seen in the offing. .

Although clams are abundant everywhere in this vicinity, they are taken in greatest numbers
on the flats bordering the estunaries of the Dunstan, Spirwink, Libby, and Nonesuch Rivers.
The clam-beds on the Dunstan are a quarter of a mile wide, lining both sides of the stream for 2
miles from its mouth; on the Spirwink they extend one and a half miles, and are only one-eighth
of a mile wide; on the Libby they arc a mile in length, and one-fourth of a mile across; while the
XNonesuch has a belt of the same width, along either bank, 3 miles long. It will thus be seen that
their total area is equal to that of a strip 74 miles long by a quarter to half a mile broad. These
clam-flats are among the most important along this portion of the coast, and it is here that the well-
known “Secarboro’ clams”, which have the reputation of being the best on the New England coast,
are obtained. They have an excellent flavor, and are more attractive in appearance than those
found in many places, the shells, as well as their contents, looking very white and clean. Some
claim that there is danger that such immense numbers of clams will be dug that the species will
ultimately become extinctin this region, where they are now so plenty. To guard against such a
contingency, the following State law, which is almost wholly neglected elsewhere, is strictly enforced
in the town of Scarborough.

“XNo person shall take or destroy any shell-fish, or obstruct their growth in their beds, unless
the municipal officers of the town grant him a permit in writing, for an agreed sum for the use of
the town, under a penalty of not less than twenty nor more than five hundred doliars.”

In this town licenses are granted for the year, beginning with April 1, to any of the resident
fishermen, on the payment of a fee of 25 cents; no one living outside of the limits of the town being
allowed to engage in the fishery.

A cannery was established here in 1869 by Messrs. Burnbam & Morrill, of Portland, since
whicli time a cousiderable quantity of clams have been packed annually, The work begins in
October aud continues till the end of the year. From 60 to 80 bushels of clams are used daily,
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and an average of twenty-three persons, the greater part of whom are children, are employed in
the work of gathering them. Besides those used by the canneries, large numbers of clams are
sold during the summer to the numerous seaside hotels, and many are shipped at all seasons of
the year to the Beston and Portland markets; sonie are also carried to the interior by peddlers.

Fifty men are employed on the various sand-flats of the town. The average annual production
is about 36,000 bushels of clams in shell, valued at upwards of $12,000. One bushel in the shell
will yield a gallon and a half when shucked; but, owing to the extra labor required in shelling
them, a gallon of meats is considered equal in value to a bushel in the shell. The usual price is
about 35 cents per bushel.

Mr. Reuben Snow, who has given us valuable information respecting the clamming interests,
informs us that there are fourteen men, owning ten dories and two small sail-hoats, engaged in the
shore fisheries between Wood Island and Cape Elizabeth for six months of the year. The cateh
consists for the most part of ground fish, mackerel, herring, and lobsters. In the fall and winter
fishing is discontinned, and the men turn their attention to clamming.

Saco BAv.—Saco Bay lies 15 iniles south of Portland, in latitude 439, longitude 70°, It
extends from Prout’s Neck on the north to Ileteher's Neck on the south, & distance of 5 miles.
On the point of the last-named peninsula is Biddeford Pool, a place of some interest historieally,
which, though extensively engaged in the fisheries, is more generally knowu for its attractions as
& sumimer resort.

The towns of Biddeford, Saco, and Scarborongh border on the bay, but the Jargest cities of the
tirst two, cach named after the town in which it is located, ave 8 miles inland, on opposite banks of
the Saco River. I'rom the mouth of this stream, which enters the bay at Biddeford ool, to that of
the Dunstan River, 6 miles to the cast, the shore is one continuous sand bank., The northern part
of this streteh of sand lying within the town of Searborough is known as Pine Point, aud the
central portion is called Old Orchard.

There are several islands in the bay, the largest of whieh is Wood Tsland, the great resort for
the shore Lierring fleet during the months of September and Oetober. It lies just off the entrance
to Saco River, forming a natural breakwater for the protection of Biddeford Pool. On the east-
ern end of the island, which is about 800 yards long, is the Wood Islund Light-house, which, being
provided with a red flash-light and a fog-bell, is of eonsiderable importance to the fishermen,
About 250 yards west of Wood Island is Negro Island, and 800 yards farther on is an island 400
vards long, known as Stage Island, on the northeastern end of which is Stage Island Monument,
the daylight guide to the harbor of the Pool. At the mouth of the Saco River is u granite break-
water which extenuls about 1,100 yards from the shore. The channel leading to the river is be-
tween the monument and this breakwater, and a. constantly changing sand-bar makes its naviga-
tion, without the aid of a pilot, both difficult and dangerous.

This bay has been the home ot flshermen since the earliest settlements upon its banks, over
two hundred and fifty years ago, and to this day the locality is noted for its abundance of herring,
ground fish, lobsters, and clams; while the river was once searcely less famed for its salmon and
other fresh-water specics.

18. MR. WILCOX'S ACCOUNT OF BIDDEFORD POOL AND ITS FISHERIES.

Bipperorp Poor.—Biddeford Pool, a settlement of several bundred inhabitants, is situated
about 15 miles south of Portland, at the southern extremity of Saco Bay. The ¢ Tool,” from
Whieh the village has derived its name, is @ well-sheltered haven about a mile square, connected by
a narrow passage with a Iarger and more exposed outer harbor. It is wholly inaceessible at low

TGRT
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tide, and even at high water only small and medinm-sized vessels, such as those usually employed
in fishing and coasting, can enter.

The first recorded residence of Europeans ou this portion of the coast was in ihe latter part of
1616. During that year an expedition, consisting of thirty-two men, under the leadership of Capt.
Richard Vines, was sent over from England by Sir Ferdinando Gorges, for the purpose of pros-
pecting the territory granted to the Plymouth Company by King James ten years earlier. The
company arrived in September and spent the winter at Biddeford Pool, which they christened
Winter Harbor, a name that is still retained by the outer harbor. At that time there were no

- whites in Massachusetts, and the nearest English neighbors were at Jamestown, Va. TFor much
of the time during the next seven years Captain Vines and others were engaged in transporting
colonists to this coast, and numerous settlements were made before the close of that period.

The first settlers, we are told, derived their principal support from the sea, which furnished
thew not only with food, but with a ready article of barter. So absolutely dependent were they
upon the fisheries that between the years 1661 and 1665 the greater part of the salary of the
resident winister, Rev. Seth Fletcher, was paid in sea-products. We may add that to this day
fishing has continued to be the most important industry of the place, and that at the present
time the pulpit is filled by a fisherman from Cape Porpoise.

The small vessels owned at Biddeford Pool are engaged principally in fishing for ground fish
along the coast between Boon Island and Cape Elizabeth. The cateh is taken with hand-lines
and trawls, and consists principally of cod, hake, haddock, and pollock.

A portion of the fleet is engaged in the lobster fisheries during part of the year. Over 1,200
lobster-pots are fished among the islands in Saco Bay and along the outer shore. Eleven men
cugage in the business for ten mouths in the year, and ten more, who are employed in the capture
of ground fish during the summer, go lobstering for five months. :

As the water grows cold in the fall, the lobsters gradually work into deeper water, and pots
are set as far as seven miles southeast of Wood Island at a depth of from 30 to 50 fathoms, where
individuals of large size are frequently taken. Lobsters have decreased both in number and size
of late years. In 1876, sixty-five would fill a barrel, but now (1880) ninety are required. The total
cateh of lobsters in the town during 1879 reached 238,000 in number. ‘

Those engaged in the lobster fisheries report considerable quantities of large shrimp in the
deeper waters of the vicinity, Thus far no one has engaged in their capture to any extent, and,
none having been sent to market, the fishermen have very little idea of their value. If the species
is abundant as represented, there is every reason to believe that a fishery will soon be developed,
and that it will be found to yield large returns to those who engage in it.

The bottom of the pool is covered with well-stocked clam beds, which are exposed at low tide,
when, with the exception of one narrow chanmel, it is left entirely dry. These flats are “worked”
by ten men for eight months in the year, and produce annually 2,600 bushels of clams, which are
usually sold to the large hotels of the town or earried by peddlers to the villages of the interior.

The State allows any and all fishermen to dig clams for bait whenever they desire, but by law
of the town none but its own citizens are permitted to take them for sale. . This law, however, is
pot very strictly enforced. A cannery was built here in 1868, and, with the exception of the
seasons of 1872 and 1873, from 4,000 to 7,000 bushels of clams were packed annually up to 1876,
when the business was discontinued. The working season lasted during October and November
of each year. The sapply of clams was purchased from the local fishermen at prices varving from
30 to 50 cents a bushel.

For many years large schools of spawning herring have annually made their appearance in the
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vicinity of Wood Island, Cape Porpoise, and Boon Island. They arrive between the 7th and 20th
of September and remain for two or three weeks, after which they work their way southward, often
coing as far as the entrance to Boston Harbor. There they are met by quite a fleet of the so-called
“Irish boats” from Boston, and by numerous small vessels from Gloucester, Marblehead, Salem, and
Beverly; but although these all help to swell the total eateh, the bulk of the fish are always taken
off Biddeford Pool and vicinity. An extensive fleet of small schooners from Maine, New ITamp-
shire, and Massachusetts resorts yearly to this vegion, and as many as 185 sail have been seen
fishing here at one time. They take their catch with gill-nets, which are fished from dories manuned
by two men each. The vessels use from six to twenty nets according to their size, an average
being {rom ten to twelve. The largest vessels carry six or scven dories and from twelve to
fiftecn men. The pets nsed are forty yards long, twenty-one feet deep, and have a mesh varving
from two and a half to three inches. They are set in the afterncon and “run’” or “picked?” the
next morning. The fish usually “mesh?” in the night, but in exceptional instances they have been
known to do so in the daytime. In this case the nets are visited twice a day. The average catch
is 10 barrels to the net, although as high as 50 barrels are sometimes taken.

The herring are generally marketed at Portland, where they are packed “round” (i ¢., as they
come tfrom the water) in barrels filled with a salt-water pickle. The greater part are distributed
throngh the Southern and Western States. The total quantity taken Dby the fleet in 1879 was
15,000 Larrels, while in 1880 it was diminished to 7,600, The average anunual catch is between
10,000 and 12,000 barrels.

A life-saving station was cstablished near Biddeford ool in 1874, the captain and crew of
which are selected from the fishermen of the region. Captain Goldthwaite, who is in charge of the
station, has shown us many courtesies and given us much valuable information about the fisheries
of the place. Frowm him and others we learn that the fleet of the town numbers ten vessels, valued
at 85,750 and carrying thirty-seven men. There are, in addition, forty-eight men, with thirty
boats, engaged in the capture of fish, lobsters, and clams daring a greater part of the year. The
value of the sea-products taken by these parties during the average season is about $22,000.

49. MR, WILCOX’S ACCOUNT OF TIHE TFISHERIES OIF KENNEBUNK AND KEXNXE.
BUNKPORT.

KexNNERUNK AND KENNEBUNKPORT.—ADbout 25 miles south of Portland are the towns of
Kennebunk and Xennebunkport. They are separated from each other by a river, at the mouth of
which is a small harbor that affords shelter for the boats and vessels owned in the vieinity. Two
villages, known as Kennebunk and Kennebunkport, respectively, are, with the exception of Cape
Porpoise, the only settlements of importance.

The people of these villages have given little attention to the fisheries, their time being largely
employed in ship-building, which for many years has been their principal business, and they have
won an enviable reputation for the superior quality of their work, especially in the vessels of large
size. Though the business has, for some years past, been less extensive than formerly, the four
ship-yards constructed, between the years 1873 and 1879, sixty-four vcssé]s, having a total of
25,863.20 tons. Thirty-cight of these, aggregating 1,078.97 tons (including seven menhaden
steamers), were for the fisheries. A number of other fishing vessels, too small for enrollment, have
been built Lere.

'_l‘he few boat-fishermen of these towns fish from April to November along the outer shore and
In Wells Bay, using hand-lines and trawls for ground fish, and nets for mackerel and lerring.
About one-third of the ground-fish taken are cod; the rest are mostly hake and haddock, the
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proportion of cusk and pollock being rather small. Most of the catch is marketed at Portland.
The value of the fish taken in 1879, including the mackerel and herring, was about $35,000.

Clams are found in considerable numbers on both sides of the river for a mile and a half fromn
its mouth. About 500 bushels are dug during the season, some of which are used for bait by the
fishermen, and others are distributed by peddlers through the surrounding country. Lobsters are
caught near the mouth of the river, and four hundred pots are set for them during the spring and
summer, the fishing being discontinued during the winter. The catch in 1879 amounted to thirty-
eight thousand in number, valued at $2,250,

CAprE PorpoisE.—Three miles east of Kennebunkport is the little settlement of Cape Porpoise,
which belongs to the town of Kennebunkport. The ground in the neighiborhood is exceedingly
rocky, and the soil is quite poor. The inhabitants being thus debarred from the pursuit of agri-
culture must turn their attention to other employments, and aceording to Mr. S. H. Pinkham, who
has furnished us with much valuable information, nearly all of the men and boys are engaged in
fishing. The harbor, although difficult of entrance, is otherwise well adapted for the small vessels
aid boats which are used in the fisheries of the region. A dozen schooners, varying from 8 to 32
tons each, are registered at the custom-house, and an equal number of smaller craft, measuring
from 3 to 5 tons, with twenty-eight dories, are owned in the village. Including the vessel-fishermen,
there are at the Cape one hundred and seventeen men and boys who depend chiefly on the
fisheries for a livelihood. The fishing is confined largely to trawling for ground-fish in Wells
Bay and along the shore from Boon Island to Cape Elizabeth, only one vessel 'going as far as
Banquereau for codfish. Herring are usnally plenty, in September or October, just outside the
harbor, where they are taken in considerable numbers. The fishermen also engage largely in the
herring tisheries of Wood Island. Little attention is given to the capture of mackerel, though a
few are taken with nets in the fall. About one-fifth of the ground-fish taken by the flect arc cod,

the remainder being principally hake and haddock.

During the winfer months, when few fish are taken, some of the men turn their attention to
the capture of lobsters, while others resort to the harbor flats for clams.  About 2,000 bushels of
the latter are dug annually for bait and food. IFrom 1,200 to 1,400 lobster-pots are fished within
4 miles of the harbor at this season, the usual method being to set them on trawls containing 50
or 60 cach. In the spring, when the fishery is at its height, 2,000 pots are often used. An
average catel for a season is, at present, about thirty-five thousand lobsters in number, though
formerly it is said to have been mucli larger.

50. MR WILCOX'S DESCRIPTION OF THE FISHERIES BETWEEN WELLS AND
KITTERY.

Werrs.—Thirty-six miles southwest from Portland, in Wells Bay, are situated the fishing
stations of Wells Beacl, Perkins Cove, and Ogunquit Harbor, all included in the town of Wells,
The beach is 6 miles long, the eastern half being sandy while the western part is broken and
rocky. The harbor leing exposed aud shallow, few vessels are owned here, and most of the
fishing, according to Mr. 8. 5. Perkins, to whom we are indebted for the facts given below, is
carried on from small sail-boats of from 13 to 20 foot keel. These are provided with movabie
masts; they ecarry from one to two men each. Twenty-five of the fishermen live at Wells
Beach, the most northerly of the stations mentioned, twenty others reside at Ogunquit, on the
southwest, while fifty-five belong to Perkins Cove, which is situated midway between the other
two. The total fleet of the town is seventy-five boats, manned by one hundred fishermen.
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The fishing is chiefly with hand-lines and trawls between Cape Porpoise aud Nubble Light,
which are about 8 miles apart. The men continue the work, whenever the weather is favorable,
throughout the entire year, cod being the principal species taken in the winter, hake in the fali,
and haddock in the spring. Mackerel, also, are captured in their season by means of hand-lines
and gill-nets; and herring and menhaden arc often taken in considerable numbers to be used as
bait in the other branches of the fishery. ‘lhe total catch, including the various edible and non-
edible species, amounted in 1879 to 2,930,000 pounds of round fish. About one-half of the cateh,
exclusive of herring and menhadeun, is cured and sold in Boston or Gloucester, and the remainder
is purchased by peddlers and by the various dealers of the interior towns of Massachusetts and
New Hampshire.

Lobsters have not been very plenty for several years, but many are still cauglit, both with
pots and with the old-fashioned hoop-net. The latter consists of an iron ring, 24 feet in diameter,
covered with netting. When it is to be fished, the bait is fastened in the middle, and the whole is
lowered through the water to the bottom, its position Leing marked by a wooden buoy, which
floats at the surface. About 230 of these simple traps and 735 of the common lath ypots are used.
The catch amonnts to about 7,000 lobsters annually,

Clams are found in large numbers along the shore near the mouths of the Ogunquit and
Webhannet Rivers, Oune hundred and twenty-five men are employed in digging them during nine
months of the year, or from September to the following June. One man will get about 4 bushels
in a day; bat, ou account of unfavorable tides and bad weather, the average number of working
days to a month is only 16. It is estimated by Mr. Perkins, and others, that 72,000 bushels were
dug during the season of 1879-"80. A large proportion of the clams are used as bait by the local
fishermen, and the remainder are sold to peddlers from the inland towns.

Prior to 1874 vessels for fishing and coasting were built at Wells, to some extent, bat since
that date the business in this line has been confined wholly to the construction of the small sail-
boats to be nsed in the shore fisheries; during the scason of 1879 sixty-five of these were made by
one firm.

Care NEDDOCK.—The village of Cape Neddock, including the little settlement of Donald's
Cove, has twenty-one men engaged in the fisheries during six months of the year. These devote
their attention to the capture of cod, hake, and haddock, with hand-lines and trawls, in Wells Bay
and other neighboring fishing grounds; buat from April to July a number of them engage in the
lobster fisheries. The catch of lobsters, which amounts to 21,000 in number, is sold in Boston,
while the cod and other species are marketed at Portsmonth and Cape Ann. There were no
fishing vessels from this place during 1879, though two or three small craft are usually owned in
the locality.

YoRK.~The port of York, 12 miles to the northwest of Portsmouth, N. H., has a history of
considerable interest, for it is said to have been the first English city incorporated on this continent.
A charter from King James I, in 1606, embraced the province of Maine as far north as the forty-
fifth parallel of latitude, and supplies were sent out from England, as early as 1616, to the colonists
who had settled under its provisions at various points along the coast from Saco to the Piscataqua
River. In 1620 the Plymouth Company received a new grant, extending north to the forty-eighth
parallel, and covering the entire province of Maine. Three years later, the first permanent settle-
ment, at the place where York now stauds was made, under the auspices of Sir I'erdinando Gorges,
a friend of Charles I; though it seems probable that English subjects had resided in the vicinity
prior to that date. On the 3d of April, 1639 (the charter of the Plymounth Company having been
Dreviously revoked), the territory Iving between the Piscatagua and Kennebee Rivers was bestowed
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upon Sir Ferdinando, who thus became sole proprietor of the town. It was probably Gorges’s
influence at court which secured its incorporation as a city, under the name of Gorgeana, on the
first of May, 1611. On the 25th day of the March following the issmanee of the city charter,
Thomas Gorges, a relative of the proprietor, was chosen as the first mayor. The descendants of
some of the aldermen elected at the same time still live in the place. In 1652, as a result of the
difficulties between the King and Parliament, the colonial possessions of Sir Ferdinando were
transferred to the Massachusetts Bay Company, which abrogated the cliarter of the ecity of
Gorgeana and changed the name of the town to that by which it is now known.

Joming down to the last century, we find the port with its custom-house, and with quite a
fleet engaged in trade with the West Indies and other foreign countries, together with numerous
vessels employed in the fisheries. Its maritime importance is, however, wholly a thing of the past,
for other neighboring ports have long since absorbed its commerce, and the fisheries have gradually
declined until at the present time one vessel of over 20 tons burden, together with several large
sail-boats and a few dories, comprise the entire fishing fleet of the town. These are used by the
fishermen in the capture of cod and other ground-tish, which they take with trawl and line on
Jeftries’ Banks, off Boon Island, and along the shore. .

Clams are dug on both sides of the York River for a mile and a half from its moutl, and about
2,375 bushels are taken annnally, of which the greater part are secld to peddlers and sent to the
interior; but of late years the species is said to have decreased in abundance.

Lobsters are trapped among the rocky ledges near the harbor from April to the middie of
July. The catch has been small for a number of years, amounting in 1879 to only 20,000 lobsters,
and those taken lhave been of inferior size. The same is said to be true for many other places
along the coast of Maine, the cause of it usually being given by the residents as over-fishing.
With the present State law, which forbids the canning of lobsters between the mouth of August
and the following April of each year, rigidly enforced, a decided improvement mnay be expeeted.

Krrrery.—The old town of Kittery is sitnated directly opposite New Castle, N. I1., on the
north side of the Piscataqua River. At the present time it has forty-seven men engaged in fishing
and lobstering during the summer months, or from March to November. Two large weirs are located
on the outer beach, and a thivd one in the mouth of the river. During the season of 1879 there
were taken from these weirs 180 barrels of mackerel, 325 barrels of herring, 100 barrels of alewives,
and 1,740 barrels of menhaden, the whole having a value of over $3,000. Other species, including
tantog, scup, and salmon, were taken, but in such limited quantities that they may be wholly
neglected. Salmon were formerly quite abundant in the river, but they gradually disappeared
until, for fifteen years prior to 1878, none were seen. Since that time a fow have been secured.
The catch of salmon in 1830, for the three weirs mentioned, amounted to nineteen good-sized fish,
taken during the months of April and May.

Two small schooners and twenty-three boats are owned by the fishermen, who engage to a
considerable extent in fishing for different species along the shore. The cateh in 1879, exclusive
of those taken in the weirs, amounted to 525,000 pounds of fish, valued at $5,250, and 18,000 lob-
sters, worth £900,



PART I1.

THE FISHERIES OIF NEW HAMPSHIRE.

By W. AL WIIL.COX.

ANALYSIS.

A—REVIEW OF NeW I[aMPSHIRE AND ITS FISHERIES:

o1, General deseription with statistics.
B.—PORTSMOUTH AND VICINITY !

52,-—The fisheries of Portsmouth and neighboring towns.
C.—THE IsLes oF SHOALS :

53, The Isles of Shoals as a fishing station.

103



PART ITI.
THE FISHERIES OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.

A.—REVIEW OF NEW HAMPSHIRE AND ITS FISHERIES.
51. GENERAL DESCRIPTION WITH STA'TISTICS.

THE COAST LINE AND THE FISHERIES.—New Hampshire has an area of about 9,491 square
miles, yet its only coast line is a short streteh of 18 miles wedged in between Maine and Massachn-
setts. In this limited space, there are some small coves for fishing vessels, but the only harbor for
ships or the larger class of fishing vessels is that of Portsinouth, near the entrance of Piscataqua
River. The ocean shore is mostly a sandy beach backed by salt marshes, and near the mouth of the
river are some clam flats. A few miles off the coast in Ipswich Bay are the well-known Isles of
Shoals which in years gone by were quite important as a fishing station, but now given over to
sammer hotels.

The entire coast and islands are included in one customs district, with Portsmouth as the port
of entry.  This is the principal city in the State, both in population and in commereial importance.
The other places where fisheries are carried on are Exeter, New Market, New Castle, and the Isles
of Shoals.

The ivhabitants of the coast towns of New Hampshire have for very many years given atten-
tion to the fisheries as a means of support and protit. As early as 1623, “The Company of Laconia,”
organized by merchants from the west of England, obtained patents for a large tract of country,
including portions of Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachnsetts, This company established fish-
ing stations in New Hampshire, on the Piscataqua River near Dover, and at Odiorne’s Point, At
Portsmonth a considerable foreign trade was carried on about a hundred years ago, and the bank
fisheries for cod claimed much attention.

According to Belknap*, the fishery at Piscataqua and its neighborhood, for the year 1791, not
including the fisheries at the Isles of Shoals, employed in the cod and scalefish fishery 27 schooners
aund 20 boats, measuring 630 tons, and 250 seamen. The products of the New Iampshire fisheries
for the year 1791, including the fisheries of the Isles of Shoals, were 5,170 quintals merchantable
fish, 14,217 quihtals Jamaica fish, and 6,463 quintals scale fish; making the total, 25,850 quintals.
The success of the fishery that season was uncommonly good. An estimate of the total number
of seamen belonging to New Haumpshire in the same year states that there were 500 in foreign
trade, 50 in coasting trade, and 250 in the fisheries. Some of the seamen who in summer were
employed iu the fishery, were in the winter engaged in the coasting business or in foreign voyages.

The number of entries of vessels at Piscataqua in the coasting trade and cod fishery during
the year ended October 1, 1791, was 50, and the tonnage was 1,166 tons.

KHE FISHERIES FROM 1867 T0 1879.—From the records of the custom-house it appears that
the fishing fleet of the Portsmouth district has at times numbered as high as from 100 to 123 sail.

* Belknap’s History of New Hampshire. Boston: 1782. Vol. 11L 105
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There is no record of the value of the products prior to 1867. The returns from 1867 to 1879, as
given by the collector of the port to the Bureau of Statistics, show the quantity and value of the
different kinds of fish handled by Portsmouth dealers, and includes fish brought from the small
fisbing stations of Kittery and New Castle at the mouth of the harbor.

Fishery products of Portsmouth Cusfoms District, 1867-1879,
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THE OYSTER INDUSTRY.—Mr. Ernest Ingersoll reports as follows concerning the oyster
iz-lustry of this district:

“A few miles up from the mouth of the river Piscataqua, and the harbor of the city of Ports-
mouath, N. II., an extensive bay reaches southward from the river into the lowlands, 1t is divided
into two portions: first, Little Bay, nearest the river, and secend, Great Bay, with which the
former is conneeted by Furber’s Straits, where Durham River comes in. A portion of Great Bay,
on the eastern side, is also kuown as Greeuland Bay; and two rivers flow into it (the Exeter and
Lamprey), besides a multitude of trout-brooks. This interior basin is perhaps 10 miles long and
5 to 7 wide, but the shores are very irregular. It is so shallow that a large portion of the shores
are left as dry fats at every low tide, yet there are channels deep enough to allow large vessels to
go up to New Market and Exeter, when the water is favorable. This spot was renowned among
the Indians for the oysters living there, and considerable shell-heaps attest the constant use made
of the bivalves. ‘Whatever might have been its resources a century or half a century ago, it is
certain that within more recent times the locality was forgotten, or at least made no account of, as
oyster-ground, by the large population that inhabited the shores. It was therefore looked upon
almost as an original discovery when, in 1874, the explorations of the Coast Survey, which was
sounding and mapping out the channels, showed that there were oyster-beds still flourishing at
many points from one end of the bay to the other; that is, in Great Bay, for none, to my knowl-
edge, have ever been found in the outer Little Bay. There were no tools proper for the gathering
of oysters in the neighborhood, and very little was done at first to make the knowledge gained
available. There lived in New Market, however, an old Chesapeake oysterman by the name of
Albert Tibbetts, who sent to Providence for oyster-tongs, procured boats, and began raking in
earnest. Others imitated his example, and the following year witnessed great activity. For
several months, T was told, there were probably a dozen boats, with two or three men iu each boat,
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raking every day, the average take being about five bushels to the man. They used not only tongs
and rakes, but used also dredges. In the winter, also, they wounld cut long boles in the ice, and
dredge the beds by borse-power, stripping them completely. It was seen that this rash and
wholesale destruction would speedily exterminate the mollusks, and laws were passed by the State
forbidding the use of the dredge under all cirenmstances, making the months of June, July, and
August tclose time,” and forbidding fishing throngh the ice at any time. The last regulation was
the greatest help of all, for the ice-rakers would not throw back the débris of dead shells, but pile
it on the ice, where the hundreds of young oysters attached to it would freeze to death. But these
beneficent restrictions came too late, and the Lusiness of oystering has steadily declined, until now
only two or three boats Lkeep up a desultory search for profitable beds, and a bushel and a half a
day is considered good work for each man. Only seven or eight persons were engaged during the
summer of 1879, and these not all of their time. All unite in aseribing the decline of the industry
to over-raking of the beds, and feel disposed to pray for a law forbidding any raking whatever
during several years, in order to give the oysters a chance to reeuperate their depleted ranks.
The Leds, as I have said, are all in Great Bay. They occupy the channels at various points, and are
each of considerable extent. There are perhaps a dozen well-known localities or clusters of beds.
These are mainly situated in Greenland Bay, near Nanmnie’s Island, along the Stratham Channel,
up Exeter River to some distance beyond the bridge of the Concord Railroad, in the Littie Channel
near by, and up Lamprey and Durham Rivers. The chief raking now is done off Nannie’s Island.
The average of the water on the beds is hardly more than 10 feet deep, and it is pretty fresh, The
tide-way, as a rule, is stroug, and the bottom tough, clayey mud. The oysters are very large. 1
heard of specimens 15 inches long, and those of 9 and 10 are common. One man told me of a
single specimen procured in 1877 which weighed 3 pounds 1 ounce in the shell, the fleshy part alone
weighing 1 pound 1 ounce. These large ones, however, all have the appearance of extreme age,
and are heavy, rough, sponge-eaten, and generally dead, though the ligament still holds the two
valves of the shell together. TIn taste, this oyster is flat and rather insipid, which is laid to the too
great freshness of the water. 1t takes a large quantity of them to ‘open’ a gallon of solid meat, a
bushel not yielding more than two to two and a half quarts. As a consequence, there has not been
a very great demand for them, though all that can be got now are readily disposed of. Formerly
the price was 81 a bushel in New Market, where they were chiefly bought; but in 1870, 80 cents was
the price. XNo calture of these or of imported oysters has ever been tried here, and the chances are
against success.”

In New Hampshire there are three wholesale oyster dealers; and the business of those dealers,
together with the oyster business in other parts of the State, is summed up by Mr. Ingersoll as

follows:

Number of wholesale dealers ... vt iaeii it ietees cee s cee e aeeam e e e 3
Number of men fishing in summer for natives. .. .ocoeoeaor il [
Nuinber of vessels and sail-boats engaged. oo cmvee i in i L 5
VAlUE Of BATIE «uceee cemcue comann coccnnaaacnsacnnenamrmnn cmeasncrseacnecnennnnsenanenaa-  $300
Number of restaurant servants. . ... .. i i iaiaes mceesaccees canaanaan [
Annnal earnings Of SAME ... oo .ttt iima e iieeeeea i cmca e case s tannrianan $2,500
Total number of Persons SuPPOTted. . oun vae e e e e i ttio i cae cemane s 25

Annual sales of—
T. Notive OFREETB ceu it imcn temmen cemme maommc com oot tmmmce crccenmmnne s bushels.. 1,000
VI8 OF BAINIC - o e ae eeen aeeaen ceasessenses gomane ammnass cnmccacsocereenescnone  S800
II. Chesapeake “plants”. ..o oiein i eia o ceirimres remmacanne ot bushels.. 7,000
Valtle Of BAIIO - eoveeeeccen vauacsseconsomenmus snmmms smmeme ome coo o aom o mea s aon &7, 000
TIL. Faney StOCK ... cooe oot i iceas cmmcmnnamamncaaneeeaeaaanae..DUSDEIS.. 800
VA0 OF SAITIG o ccas ceer cenneraannsanocnsnmcnonsoresnsnnmnceernnseeaceenoao. H1,000
1IV. Valne of Norfolk “opened stoek” .. . oeie oo it iiaeer e S, 000

Total valuc of oysters 8old AnnNally .« .oooiiuniemmas cimme i e s 8O 200
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PRESENT EXTENT OF THE FISHER1ES.—The various fisheries engaged in by the New ITampshire
tishing fleet of twenty-three vessels are for the capture of cod and other ground fish on the Grand and

Western Banks and the New England coast, and the mackerel fishery in the Gulf of Maine.

vessels with their gear and outfit, including boats and nets, are valued at about $107,000.
shore fisheries for alewives, herring, cod, and other species, and lobsters and clams, there are
employed one hundred and seventeen boats, valued, with their nets, traps, and other gear, at $12,600.
The capital in wharves, buildings, and other shore property, and the active cash eapital, amounts

to $89,800, making the total capital invested in the fisheries of the State $209,465.

These
Iu the

The total

number of persons employed is four hundred and fourteen and the value of the products in first

hands is $176,684.

STATISTICS OF THE TFISHERIES OF NEW HAMPSHIRE FOR 1880.—The following statements
show in detail {he extent of the fisheries in this State:

Summary statement of porsons employed and eapital invested.

piral invested. f

Persons employed. Number Ca; Amount
- o T "
Number of vessel-Babermen . .o.ovoiieviermioimena 207 ;. Capitalin vesselsand boats ..o . ...l ' $106, 895
Number of boat-fishermen. ... ... .o oioieioaiaiaan oo 169 i Capitalinnets and teaps ... .. iiiiiiiiia) 12,770
Number of curers, packers, fitters, and factory.hands .. 38 © Capital in wharves, buildings, fixtures, &e_ ... ___ 88, 800
TOLAL <o eeeseee e e eee e e e aean s | 414 S T 208,465
Detailed statement of capital invested in vessels, boats, nets, and traps.
! Valoe of . ;
cear and out- Total | !
Vessels and boats. No. Tonpage. Valuoe. fit, exclusive ’ Nets and traps. ) © Valuc.
ge. value. .
of boats
! and nets.
L T - o - i H
Vessels. | ! | : Nets. | ‘
) ; ; N i . Gill-nets: i
In food-fish f"xshery """""" 231 1,019 0:‘7 $)1 500 i $43L(L(1i 7;94’ 5}2 In veasel fisheries. .... 8970
Boats. | In boat fisheries .. 1, 500
In vessel BSheries ..oovnonne . ionT R 4,580 ... 4,500 |, Purse-scines ... 7,700
i b M ' [N ————
In shore fisheries .cooe. ... 94 el ! 3,190 4, 610 7, 800 Total .._._..__......___ 9,470
P ; - R : Traps. =
TOtal « oo imaneenanns 1 211 veeinaan - 7,780 4,610 12,30 | yweirs. P i 0 1,50
R g | ; : LobSter-pots coeee..o....... 1,800 1,800
| | I Total.eeereveneerrananal 1,810 3,300
! i ;
Detailed statement of the quantities and values of the products.
Y-S ‘: Ponnds, Poands, ‘ ‘
Products speecified. j fresh. prepared. | Bulk. Value.
GTAnd tOtAL. e esemeeeeeeoeeen e e D 10,400,200 | i e | 8176, 684
4,395,134 | ... ‘ 63,575
200, 600 375
Total © 4,505,134 i 63, 950
Dry fish........ 2,794, 210 | 1,066,700 +omcennmeans e 33,920
Pickled fish 2,575,850 | 1, 741400 oenitiiir e 48, 434
B RO 5,867,560 | 2,808, 100 .oovuiiiiitt i iem s e 82, 354
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Detailed statement of the quantilies and values of the products—Continued.

. Pounds,  Pounds, |
Products specified. fresh. prepared. Bulk. i Value.

Shell fish. .. -
OB OIS L it oot i ide i imeee i e et iceesarammn cenenaaanaas e e e Y 7, 500
Clams ... i 17,000 bushels ... ool ; 8, 986
L 13 ¢ PR 1,000 bushels ...l a6, 050
.................... 22,530

Alizeellancons. - T
Fishoil cooiaaianio 4 e e e e e e a e iee e tamaane ema meeremeae cmanaeaean 8900 gallons. .eooviveaiiiia L. 6, 500
Fish sounds ‘ 1.350
Aotal e 7, 850

a Includes $5,250 enhancement in value of southern ovsters.

Nourg.—The proportion of different species included in the fresh and cured fish is estimated as follows: Alewives, 425,000 pounds; cod,
5.447.597 pounds; cusk, 38,000 pounds; haddock, 644,347 pounds; hake, 397,500 pounds; halibut, 25,000 pounds; berring, 108,730 pounds;
wackerel, 2,573,000 pounds; pollock, 75,500 pounds; swordfish. 20.000 pounds; mixed fish, 208,000 ponnds.

B.—PORTSMOUTH AND VICINITY.
52. THE FISHERIES OF PORTSMOUTH AND NEIGHBORING TOWNS.

PRESENT CONDITION OF THE MSIERIES OF PORTSMOUTH. —Although New Hampshire has
but one port of entry, vet this one is among the wost important on the New England coast and
possesses muelr of interest for ifs historic connections, as well as for its present commercial
importance. It is situated on the Piscataqua River, 3 miles from its outlet into the cccan and 57
miles by rail northeast from Boston. The harbor is casy of access, has water enough at all times
for the Largest vessels, is well sheltered, and since the earliest settlement of the country has becn
a1 favorite harbor of refuge for coasting vessels. The river, whiel is the boundary between Maiue
and New Hampshire, has seven fathoms of water as far as J miles from its mouth. A swift carrent
prevents its treezing or being blocked. There are numerous islauds in the river both above and
below the city. The following islands lie Letween Portsmouth and the river's mouth. Those
belonging to New Hampshire are Leache’s, Snuff Box, Oliver’s or Goat, Shapleigh's or Jenking's,
Pierce’s, Four-tree, and Salter’s. Those within the limits of Maine are Seavey’s, Clark’s, Fishing,
Pebble’s, Gerrish, Cutt’s, Moore’s, and Fernald’s or Navy-yard. At the month of the river are
Wood, White, Horn, and Little Horn Islands.

Two of the islands below Portsmouth and three wharves at the city are devoted to the fishing
industry, There is no direct foreign trade and but a small fleet of vessels ecompared with past
Years, vet the fisheries are at present on the increase. The vessels now engaged, though fewer
In number than formerly, are of larger size, and with a prosperous season one vessel well equipped
with the improved apparatus of capture will secure as large a catch as was once taken by several
vessels of small size with the old methods of fishing.

The nearness of Portsmouth to the best fishing grounds and to the great fish-distributing
centers of New England, a fine harbor, and the improved facilities for the eapture and care of fish,
all tend to the favorable development of the business.

The large vessels engage in the Grand Bavk, Western Bank, and New England shore cod
fisheries and in the mackerel fishery, trawls being mostly used in the former and purse-seines
exclusively in the latter fishery. The small wherries nsed by the boat-fishermen are usually
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schooner-rigged, and with a erew of one or two men are employed in trawl and hand-line fishing
off the coasts of Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachasetts. This fishing is carried on for about
six months of the year, and most of the catch is sold to Portsmouth: dealers.

Lobster-pots are set around the ledges at the mouth of the harbor from Kittery, Me., to
Odiorne’s Point.  The lobsters are wostly sold at Portsmouth, and distributed, boiled or alive,
through the adjacent towns. A small part of the catch goes to Boston market. A State law pro-
hibiting the eapture of small lobsters is well observed, the lobsters being of very good size, though
of late years not very abundant. As in other New England fishing ports, the fishermen of Ports-
mouth are accustomed to save the livers of fish for the manufacture of fish-oil. The firm of Mar-
vin Brothers is engaged in the preparation of crude and medicinal cod-oil, and during the year
1879 produeed 150 barrels of the former and 120 barrels of the latter grade of oil.

According to the census report on the oyster industry, by Ernest Ingersoll, published in 1881,
¢ there are only two dealers in Portsmouth who trade in oysters by wholesale and at first hand.
They eacli send a sehooner to Virginia in April, the voyage lasting about three weeks, and bring
a load of »,300 to 2,600 bushels cach. Nearly the same course is pursued here as in Boston. The
captain is given sufficient money fo probably fill Lis vessel, and told to do the best he can with it;
but he is not given a rate of freight per bushel, as in Portland, but hired at a given sum, whicl,
in 1878, was $425. This amouunts, however, to about the same thing as the 18 cents a bushel paid
for freight to Portland and Boston. All these 5,000 bushels of oysfers are bedded down on the
banks of the river in Portsmouth Harbor, a mile or so below the city, where the ebb-tide leaves
them nearly dry. They last through to the middle of Octoler, with the help of a few ‘funcy’
oysters from New York for the retail-counter. The cost per bushel of these oysters, as delivered
in the establishment, varies from 40 to 50 cents, and the average selling price, at wholesale, is 75
cents.

“In the winter no vessels come from Virginia, and all supplies are drawn from Norfolk by
steamer to Boston, and thence by rail, or, in emergency, by buying in Boston or Portland. These
are almost wholly opened oysters, in barrels and kegs. Not more than 1,000 bushels, all told, are
supposed to come into Portsmouth during the winter, in the shell.  These cost 50 to 60 cents. Of
the others, I eonld get nothing better than estimates from cach dealer, which, added together,
give about 435 barrels, or 1,350 gallons, as the combined importation. Perhaps 150 gallons more
come from Boston, in emergencies, The whole consumption of Portsmonth, then, seems to cost
about as follows:

Oysters in vessels, 5,000 bushels. ... ..o i e o $2, 500
Oystersin shell, 0therwise .. vt e i i i et irie i ieccar e aman 500
Oysters opened (abOUL) «oen. oot oot cmeame et e e e ot et cemn ae rm e e 750
Oysters, faney and extra (about) oo iiieiiin it ie i e e eanan 750
4,5

“The oyster establishients employ 6 men, paid from $6 to $15 per week. In all, 25 persons
are supported by the trade. No planting has ever been done at Portsmouth, and even those
bedded down in the harbor show little growth of shell or body. To supply Dover, N, H., a few
miles above, about 2,000 bushels of Chesapeake oysters are brought up each spring and laid down
in Cocheco River, near the town. A proportionate winter supply comes by rail.”

The fishing industry of Portsmouth in 1879 employed twenty-four vessels and thirty-five boats.
Some 200 men were engaged in tishing, while about 30 men worked ashore in curing and packing
the catch. The total capital invested in the business was about $200,000, and the value of the
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produet in first hands was about £150,000. The cateh consisted of bank and shore codfish and
other ground fish, mackerel, herring, and shell fish.

NBw CASTLE, EXETER, NEW MARKET, AND SEABROOK.—New Castle is at the mouth of the
Piscataqua River, three miles east of Portsmouth. At the preseunt time, as for wmore than two
huondred and fifty years, the few inhabitants are mostly engaged in fishing, setting their trawls
and lobster-pots near home off the coasts of Muaine and New Hampshire. Their catell consists
mainly of cod, hake, haddock, and lobsters, and is marketed at Portsmouth. Witk the exception
of one small vessel of 22 tons, the fishing is carried on from dories or small wherries of sloop or
schooner rig. The fishing is mostly done from April till the latter part of November. The amount
of capital invested in the fisheries at this place is ubout £2,600; the nmmber of men emploved is
forty-fuur; and the value of the cateh is $10,000.

Exeter is 12 miles and New Market 10 miles from Porismouth, on the Exeter River. Daring
the months of May and June ten weirs are employed in secaring the alewives that come up the
Piscataqna into the Exeter River. The average yearly cateh is 2,500 barrels, but has fallen short
the past two years. In 1879 it was about 2,000 barrels, and was disposed of at Dortsmouthi.  Therc
are forty men employed and 83,000 capital invested in the fisheries at those two towns.

Seabrook is on the road from Portsmouth to Newbaryport, about 16 miles from the former
and G miles from the latter place. This town has been for over seventy-five years the chief place
of manufacture for that pecunliar class of fishing boat knowu as the ¢ straight boat,” or ¢ Hamp-
ton boat.” An account of this industry will be found in the chapter on boats and vessels.

C.—THE ISLES OF SHOALS.
53. THE ISLES OF SHOALS AS A FISHING STATION.

DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLANDS AND PRESENT CONDITION OF THE FISHERIES.—The Isles of
Shoeals is a group of rocky islauds, cight in number, sitnated 9 miles southeast from Portsmouth
light-house and 21 miles northeast from Newburyport light. The State line of Maine and New
Hampshire passes through the group. On some of the islands not a blade of grass can be seen,
while others have little patches of grass here and there. There is not a tree on any of the group
and the largest vegetation is a few whortleberry bushes. The principal islands, their respective
naines and sizes are: Appledore, formerly Hog Island, about 350 acres; Star, 150 acres; Haley’s, or
Smutty Nose, 100 acres. With but few exceptions, these three islands are the home of the small

resident population of the group. The other barren ledges, with here and there the solitary house
of a lone fisherman or the light-lhouse keeper, are named Cedar, White, Londonners, Malaga, and
Duack Islands.

Quite a good harbor, and the only secure one, opens to the westward, with Smutty Nose Island

to the northeast, Star Island to the southwest, and Cedar Island southeast.

These islands were discovered by the famous Capt. John Smith, in 1614, and named after
himself the “Smith Isles”; but they did not long retain his name, for in a deed from the Indian
sagamores to John Wheelright and others, in 1629, they are called the ¢Isles of Shoals.”

Trom 1800 to 1380 there has been no record of the number of men engaged, or the extent of
the fishing industry. Mr. L. B. Caswell, the leading fish dealer, who was boru and has lived here
over fifty years, reports that during his recollection quite an extensive business in fish has been
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done; much more than at the present time. During 1872, there were 33 boats fishing from Star
Island. That year Star and Appledore Islands were sold for hotel purposes, and large summer
“hotels were built, which are yearly crowded with guests during the summer months, giving the
islands a lively appearance. This inroad of tourists has, however, driveu the fishermen away from
the two leading islands.

“Twenty years ngo,” wrote Celia Thaxter in 1873, ¢Star Island cove was charming with its
tumble-down fish houses, and ancient cottages with low, shelving roofs, and porches covered with
the golden lichen that so loves to embroider old weatler-worn wood. Now there is not a vestige
of those dilapidated buildings to be seeu; almost everything is white and square and new; and
they have even cleancd out the cove, and removed the great accumulation of fish-bones which
made the beach so curious.”

The fisheries of the islapds in 1380 were carried on by thirty-five men, whoe owned a small
schooner and tweunty small sail or lapstreak boats. The catch counsists of ground fish, herring,
mackerel, and lobsters. The capital invested amounts to about $2,600, and the value of the
products is about $3,000. Most of the fish are sold in Gloucester and Boston, though in the
snmmer season the hotels take a considerable quantity. :
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PART ITTI.
THE FISHERIES OF MASSACHUSETTS.

A—THE COAST OF MASSACHUSETTS AND ITS FISHERIES.

54. OUTLINE AND PRESENT CONDITION OF THE FISHERIES.

Massachusetts is the center of the sea-fisheries of the United States. From lere are carried
on all the various branches of the bank and shore cod, haddock, and halibut fisheries, the mackerel
fishery, menhaden and whale fisheries, lobster, oyster, clam, and other fisheries; and numerous
industries related to them have their headquarters here.

The coast of the State possesses excellent harbors and peculiar fuacilities for carrying on an
extensive maritime business. Tor more than two hundred and fifty yvears the bays have abounded
in fish of many kinds, and the inhabitants have looked to the sea as a means of support. Cape Cod,
“the right arm of the State,” has always been the home of hardy fishermen, and Cape Ann, on the
northern side of Massachusetts Bay, is the headquarters of the largest fishing fieet belonging to
any port in the country.

For convenience the coast towus are divided into eleven districts, corresponding to the eleven
customs districts of the State. Commencing at the New Hampshire line, the first district is that
of Newburyport, which includes the towns of Newburyport and Ipswich. Next in geographieal
order is the Gloucester district, embracing Essex, Rockport, Gloucester, and Manchester. The
Salem distriet comes next, and includes Beverly and Salem. The other districts are Marblehead,
including Marblehead, Swampscott, Nahant, and Lynn; Boston, including towns from Boston to
Cohasset on the south shore of Massachusetts Bay; Plymouth, embracing Scituate, Duxbury,
Kingston, and Plymouth; Darnstable, including Provincetown and other places in Barnstable
County; Nantucket, embracing the fisheries of Nantueket Island; Edgartown, including Martha’s
Vineyard, No Man’s Laud, and the Elizabeth Isles; New Bedford, cwbracing all towns {rom
Wareham to Westport; and the Fall River district, which embraces the fisheries of the Taunton
and adjacent rivers, and in whieh is included the fishery for shad in the Connecticut River at
Holyoke.

In the early history of the colonies, whales were abundant near shore and were easily captured
by small boats. Later, as they became scarce inshore, they were pursaed by vessels, and in time
the whaling grounds extended to all parts of the world., The whaling fleet in the United States
was largest in 1846, when 722 vessels were engaged in that business. Of this number 470 were
owned in seventeen ports of Massachusetts, and the rest in towns of other New England States,
New York, and Delaware. New Bedford owned 256, Nantucket 74, Fairhaven 48, and other towns
from 1 to 23 sail. The tleet in the United States on January 1, 1880, num bered 170 sail, owned as
follows: New Bedford, 125; Provincetown, 19; Boston, 5; Dartmouth, 2; Marion, 2; Westport, 3,
and Edgartown 6—making a total of 162 in Massaehusetts; New London, Conn,, 5; and San Fran-
tisco, Cal., 3.

115
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The products of the whale fishery were most profitable in 1854, when the total receipts from
the American fleet were valued at $10,802,504.20, and included 2,315,924 gallons of sperm oil,
10,074,866 gatlons of whale oil, and 3,445,200 pounds of whalebone. A large part of this cnormous
produet was the result of Massachusetlts industry. The capital now invested in this fishery in
Massachusetts, inelading the value of vessels, outfit, shore property, and cirenlating capital, is
$4,411,150. The value of products in 1879 was $2,089,337, and the number of persons employed
4,300.

Of the 2,099 vessels employed in the cod and mackerel fisheries in the United States in 1874,
1,020 of 49,578 tops belonged to Massachusetts. Accurate sta!istics of the combined fisheries of
the State for any given year cannot be obtained. Ifrom the reports of the Stale inspector of pickled
fisl, we learn that the mackerel flect in the United States in 1851 numbered 940 sail of 59,410 tons,
and employed 9,993 men and boys. Of this fleet, 853 vessels of 53,705 tons were owned in Massa-
chusetts, and the rest in other States.

United States mackerel fleet in 1851,

Number
Where owned. Vessels. | Tonnage.| of men

and boys.

MASSACHUSETTS.

Boston . ....ooooiiaeniiii 7 596 &5
Beverly. ... ...... ... 12 761 97
Barnstable. ... ........ 28 1,918 330
Browster «ocemevceiniasvraaiceianaan. 4 259 47
Charlestown 2 7 14
Chatbans ..o voeie e el 19 1,346 230
Cohasset .o .oleeenieeaamiaaeanaeaaans 44 2,885 561
Dartmonth . oo oo oo 1 117 16
Dennis.. ccuveieranmemcciaaiaaaaa 47 3,006 585
Eastham..-. 3 170 23
Essex....... - 1 71 10
Glouncester . 241 13,8639 2,326
Harwich .. .. 48 3,231 37
Hingham ... oo imeiaiiiian oo 37 2,492 491
B 5 | « 4 161 33
Manchester..oo.ovireminimieaainia. 1 45 3
’ Murblehead ... ...... 1 30 5
Martha's Vineyvard ... G 420 65
Nantacket ....... 3 168 30
Newburyport 67 4,342 707
Orleans ..... 5 336 51
Plymouth. ool 6 561 65
ProvincetowWn «oveevaians ceenrannmaus 6o 4,332 688
Rockport . ... iiee el 43 1,527 283
Salem .. .o 1 80 9
Seitmate . ooeeeeni e 13 715 119
Salisbury ... ... ... ... 4 3065 48
Trero...._.. 52 3,626 581
Wellfleet . _.......... ... i 5,411 852
Yarmonth . ... ... .. ..ol 14 490 169
53 53,705 9 112

OTHER STATES,

Maine ..o 47 3,019 446
New Hampshire ... ... ..., 8 5156 84
Rhode Taland .. ......ooiiiiinin., 7 479 71
Connecticut ........ ... ... ....... 22 1,551 255
Maryland. ... [ 2 141 25
940 59, 410 9, 993
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The total amount of mackerel inspected in Massachusetts from 1808 to 1830 was about 12,120,000
barrels, more than one-fourth of which were packed in Gloucester. The largest amounted inspeeted
in any single year was 383,608 barrels in 1831. The only other years in which the inspection
exceeded 300,000 barrcls were 1830, 1848, 1851, 1863, and 1870. This fishery in 1851 was distrib-
uted among a lurge number of fishing ports in the State, but like the cod and other fisheries is now
centered in a few leading ports.

The fresh-halibut fishery has always had its headquarters at Gloncester. It began about the
vear 1830, by the visit of vessels to George’s Banks. In 1844, the fleet at this port numbered 30
sail; in 1848, 63 sail; and in 1852, 75 sail. The value of halibut taken in 1851 was about $60,000.
The fleet in 1879 numbered about 50 sail, and the receipts at Gloucester were worth to the fish-
ermen upwards of $309,000. '

The fishery for cod on George’s, Western, and Grand Banks has been of first importauce to
Massachusctts, and has employed large fleets of vessels and thousands of men. The Grand Bank
fishing has been prosecuted from Marblehead, (Gloucester, and other ports for over 200 years, and
trips were made to George’s, by Marblehead vessels, as early as 1748. At that time the vessels
were not generally anchored on George’s, but drifted about while fishing., Gloucester vessels in
1821 are said to have bieen the first to anchor on this bank and to begin the active prosecution of
a fishery that yields the best of cod, and which for many years has annually employed from 100 to
200 sail of vessels.

The oyster industry of the State in 1879 employed S96 persons, and a capital of $303,175. The
value of this industry includes $41,800 worth of native oysters and $363,750 enhancement in the
value of oysters brounght from the South and transplanted in this region.

The menhaden fishery in the same year employed 271 persons, and a capital of $179,105. The
value of the products, including $20,477 worth of menhaden sold to factories outside the State, was
861,769.

STATISTICAL SUMMARY For 18370.—The tabulated statement herewith presented shows in
detail the census statisties of the Massachusetts fisheries. The number of persons employed is
20,117; the capital iuvested is $14,334,450; and the value of the produets in first hands is
8,141,750,

These statistics show the production but do pot exhibit the trade in fishery products, great
quantities of fish and oil being received in Massachusetts from Maine and the British Provinees,
and from here distributed throughout the country. The production is for the year 1879, and is
estimated to have been 10 per cent. less in quantity and 20 per cent. Tess in value than the cateh for
1880 or for 1881.

The table shows the number of persons employed in the several branches of the fishing indus.
try, viz, the number of vesscl-fishermen, the number of boat-fishermen, including those engaged
in fishing with weirs and other stationary apparatus, and the namber of factory hands, or those
employed inithe preparation of fish-oil and other produets. The total number of persons actively
employed in the industry is 20,117, To this number may be added about 5,000 persons engaged in
manuafacturing nets, hooks, lines, rigging, sails, spars, fish boxes and barrels, and in the building
of vessels and boats used in the fisheries.  Including the families of fishermen and of those engaged
in preparing the products, it is estimated that 100,000 persons in Massachusetts rely upon this
industry for their support.

The quantity of apparatus uscd in the fisheries is also shown, inclading the number of vessels
and their tonnage, the namber of Loats in vessel and shore fisheries, the number of gill-nets, purse-
Seines’ and drag-seines, and the number of weirs and other fishing traps. Sailing craft .of over B
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tons burden having custom-house papers are elassed as vessels; all other craft are elassed as boats.
The total number of vessels actively employed is 1,007, aggregating 81,080.49 tons. Forty-seven
additional fishing vessels, aggregating 2,151.68 tons, were idle throughout the year 1879, but actively
employed in 1880. Several vessels not included in these statisties started on fishing trips in 1879,
but never returned. The general distribution of the fleet in the different fisheries was as follows:
796 vessels, of 42,000.81 touns, in the food-fish fishery; 3 vessels, of 27,19 tons, in the lobster fishery;
6 vessels, of 557.54 tous, in the oyster fishery; 35 vessels, of 1,269.70 tons, in the menhaden fishery;
161 vessels, of 36,786.51 tons, in the whale fishery; 1 vessel, of 84.65 tons, in the Antarctic fur-seal
fishery; and 5 vessels, of 264.09 tons, in the squid fishery. Some of those in the food-fish fishery
were engaged for a part of the year in the oyster or the lobster fishery.

The amount of capital dependent upon the industry is also shown, including the value of
vessels, boats, gear and outfit, netting, traps, wharves, shorehouses and fixtures, factories and their
apparatus, and the amount of cash capital required to conduct the business. The value of vessels
inclades the value of hull, spars, rigging, anchors, and cables; the gear is the fishing apparatus,
exclusive of boats, nets, and seines; and the outfit is the furniture of the vessel, the private equip-
ment of the fishermen, and the provisions, salt, ice, bait, and barrels used in the vessels during the
fishing season. The total capital in the business is 814,334,450, distributed as follows: Vessels,
$3,171,189; boats, $351,736; gear and outfit, $3,159,055; netting, $2064,468; traps, $105,402;
shorchouses, and fixtures, $2,875,600; factories and their apparatus, $677,000; cash capital,
§3,730,000.

The total yield of fish by the fisheries of Massachusetts, reduced to the original weight as
taken from the water, is 341 935,982 pounds, and the guantity of various species is estimated as

follows:
Kind. ;Quamit_\: i Kind. Quantity. Kind. Quantity. : ;Quantity. i
: Pounda. ‘ Pounds. 1 Pounds. 1 } Pounda. ‘
Alewives ._...... 3,751,059 . Cunners ......... 160,500 ; Ilalibut....._.... 14, 205, 916 | +1,022,180
Bass, 80 . ..o 0,500 © Cusk ............ 959, 194 | Herring ......... 7,794, T80 164,524 :
Bass, striped. ..o 287, 955 CRels ool .. . 395,100 ' Mackerel .. ... . ' 61,422,668 i Smelts ... ... ! 35, 006 ‘
Blue-fisk ... .. 1,273,841 | Flownders ... 571,470 | Menhaden ....... } 96,066,077 | Squelcague ... ... 5 108,310 |
Bonito ... . 97,000 | Frost-fish_ ... ... 67,434 : Perch. __..._..._. 33, 57 Stargeon ........ i 9, 650 :
Butterfish ... __. 5, 000 3 Haddock ......._. 24, 092 890 : Pollock ........... 4,751,495 | Sword-fish . ._..__. ' 731, 950 }
Conl.ooianann L0 172,216,935 E Hake .. .. B, 457,749 lj Salmon ........... 220 ’ Tautog ..coo...... 373,335
! i : :

Mixed species, including those not elsewhere enumerated, or those used for bait and fertilizers
that could not be classitied, aggregate 9,701,600 pounds. 1t is estimated that in 1879 39,855,000

pounds of mackerel and other fish were eaught but thrown away as uscless, being generally too

small for sale in Lhe fresh or pickled state, but in 1880 several million pounds of such fish were
canned and found a ready sale.

The quantity and the value of fish consumed fresh is 124,101,621 pounds, valued at $1,608,523.
The leading kinds thus used for food are cod, haddock, mackerel, and halibut. About 8,385,000
pounds of different species are used for bait, 25,811,572 pounds of menhaden for the manufacture

ol oil and guano, a few million pounds for fish-manure, and the balance eaten fresh for food.
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The different species included in the total quantity of fish consumed fresh are as follows :

Kind. | Quantity. | Kind. | Quantity. | Kind. f Quantity. | Kind. Quantity.
Alewives: Pounds. : Povnds. E ; Pounds. |: Pounds.
Forfood ....... 937,159 || Eels ...o...... L.l 395,100 ! Menhaden : | Squeteague.......| 103,310
For bait ....... ; 1,774,985 ‘ Flounders ........ i 571,470 For bait ....... \ 254,504 || Sturgeom ........ .“ 9, 650
Baes, sea...... .. | 80,550 | Frostfish.........| 67,434 For oiland | Sword-fish ........ 514, 950
Bagg, striped. .. . 287,935 “ Haddock ......._." 21,226,371 ENand. . ...... ! 25,811,573 || Tautog «ovveun.o.. 373,335
Blue-ish. ......... 4,238,234 || Hako .ca.... .. . 1,378, 289 | 33,574 || Mixed fish:
Bonito . ........... 97,000 | Halibut......._ ... ; 9,111,216 . - 1,100, 736 For food ... ... 1, 692, 600
Butterfish ... .. 5,000 | Herring: ; ! } 220 For bait and
Cod.ocvneonnnn. ... 23,796,570 For food ..... ! 1,216,610 1,022, 180 fertilizer .. ... 8, 000, 000
Cunners .......... . 160,500 | Forbait ...... [ 2,610,514 164, 524
Cugk ..o.oooooo.p 334,144 | Mackerel ......... (‘ 16, 896,368 || Smelts ............ | 35, 006

The quantity of dried fish produced from 162,562,673 pounds fresh is 62,122,008 pounds, val.
ued at $2,412,077.  About 23,000,600 pounds of the dry fish are prepared as “boneless”, thus
losing about 5,000,000 pounds in weight. Pickled fish to the amount of 34,006,745 pounds, valued
at $928,303, are produced from 50,049,438 pounds fresh. The amount of smoked fish prodaced
from 5,367,575 pounds fresh is 1,435,800 pounds, worth $103,997. The value of fishery products
canned is $58,300; shell-fish, $649,013; products of the whale fishery, $2,089,337; and miscellaneous
products, $290,200. In addition to the canned products enumerated in the table, 463,152 cans of
lobsters, valued at 857,804, and 403,200 cans fresh mackerel, 33,600, were put up outside of
Massachusetts in factories owned by Boston firms. These are accounted for in statistics of Maine
or elsewhere. 'The enhancement in value of dry, pickled, and smoked fish in process of curing is
estimated at $1,557,646, about 60 per cent. of which may be credited to the vessel industry and 40
per cent. to the shore industry.

The total valae of fish and fish produects in the marketable condition is $£8,141,750. To this
amount may be added 25 per cent. as the expenses and profits of the wholesale dealers of
the State, thus making the total wholesale value of the products of the Massachusetis fisheries
£10,117,187.

Comparing the several districts of Massachusetts, the statistics of which are given in connec.
tion with each district, we find that the district of Gloucester produces 189,383,026 pounds of fish,
or more than half the entire yield of the State. The capital invested in thiz dfstrict is $4,326,568,
and the value of sea products $3,155,071, while the total capital of the State is $14,334,450, and
the total value of products $8,141,750. Boston has a large distributing business, but is not so
great a producing center. The capital invested in this district is $3,218,949, and the value of the
products $1,026,360. In the district of New Bedford, which is the ceunter of the whale fishery
of the United States, we find that the totul capital invested is $4,329,638, and the value of prod-
ucts $2,053,944.

There are several industries in Massachusetts closely related to the fisheries, the statistics
of which are not included in the statistics except in foot-notes. One of these is the manufacture
of isinglass from fish sounds, and of liquid glue from fish skins. There are eight such factories in
this State, employing one hundred and eighty-two men and a capital of $315,000. During the
year 1879 the value of isinglass and glue manufactured was $150,000. Another industry largely
dependent on the fisheries is that of the fertilizer factories, which employ several hundred men and
a large capital. The proportion of fish entering into their productions is valued in the prepared
state at $198,333, These fish are accounted for in the tables at their unprepared value.

The manufactarers of spermaceti candles, whalebone, seines, nets, hooks and lines, cables and
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anchors, the builders of vessels and boats, and many other industries, depend entirely or very
largely upon the fisheries for their support. '

The amount of ice used in the Massachusetts tisheries during 1879 for the preservation of fish
is estimated at 75,000,000 pounds, and the quantity of salt used in curing fish at about 70,000,000

pounds.

STATISTICAL SUMMATION OF THE FISHERIES OF MASSACHGSETTS.—The following statements
show in detail the extent of {he fisheries of Massachusetts in 1879:

Swmmary statement of persons employed and capital invesled,

Persons employed. Number. !! Capital invested. Amount.
e i S
Number of vessel-tishermen ... ... ool il alZ, 637 ! Capital in vessels and boat8 ..o ool $6, 681, 980
Number of boat-fishermeu 4,528 || Capital innets and traps ..ceveomeervemiannnoan cnans 369, 870
Nuwmber of curers, packers, fitters, and factory hands. ... 2,052 || Other fixed and eirculating eapital ... ..., b7, 282, 600
¢ 1) SRR 20,117 | s T P 14, 334, 450
i

a OF the vessel-fishermen, 8,268 are in the food-fish and lobster fishery; 3,891 in the whale fishery; 30 in the seal fishery; 266 in the men-

haden fishery, and 30 in the oyster fishery.

Some of the men engage in both the food-fish and the oyster fishery.

b Cash capital, $3,730,000; wharves, shorebouses, and fixtures, $2,875,600; factory buildings and apparatus, $677,000.

Delailed statement of capital invested in vessels, boats, nets, and traps.

| i |

i Value of |

; gear and out-! Total

Vessels and boats. i No. Tonnage, Value. {it, exclusive val Nets and traps. No. Value.

| of boats ue.
and nets. | E’

| | ’ —

Vessels. f J ' I Nets.
In food-fish and lobster fish- | 1 | U Gill-nets :

OTIES. wemeemnanenen [ @799 | @42, 118.00 | $1,96%, 389 | $1,303, 525 | $3, 271,914 E In vesscl fisheries. ...... 841 10,518
10 menbiaden fishery 35| 1,260.70 106, 400 17,105 | 123,505 | In boat fisheries. ... ... 3,203 40, 030
In oyster fishery ... ... .. 6 557. 54 20, 600 600 | 20,600 || Turse.seines, in vessel fish-

P |
In whale fishery ..c...........i 161 | 36,786.51 | 1,065,300 | 1,721,850 | 2, 787,150 eries —...... ..., PP 382 197, 320
In real fishery .. ..oeeeniauas ! i 84. 65 3, 000 5, 006 | 8,000 || Haul-seines, in shore fish-
|
In squid fishery .......... ... | 5 264.09 | & 100 2,500 16, 600 L2 1c | 83 16, 600
Total .oovieeenan] 49 3,171,180 | 3,050,580 | 6,221,760 | Total.ooooemomeeeeo. T4 602 | 261,468
[, L = —l et e - =
Boats. t | | i Traps. | !
In vessel fisheries ... ... . ; 3, 822 oo 176,006 'a.oonilol \} 176,006 | Vounds, weirs, &e ... ... 106 76, BTS
1n shore fisheries ... ... 2,027 { ........... 175,730 108, 475 1 284,205 | Lobster and eel traps._...__. 28, 527 28, 527
Total -...oooenn. } 6,748 | con . vucnnn ‘ 351,736 | 108,475 | 460,211 Totod...eeninaanan, Tom o3| 105, 402
o ! i i
a Doos not include 47 jdle vesscls, of 2,151.68 tons.
Detailed statement of the quantities and values of the products.
. Pounds, Pounds,
Products specified. frosh. prepared. Bulk, Value.
I -
! e imemmaaans 1 #8141, 750
Fresh fish R R T
D T 1 85,650, 035 | e e it 1, 487, 864
For bait, oil, and fertilizers.......coooiiiimiaaiiie o 38,451,586 |....o...... 120, 659
TOtl oo e en et e e e ceenen] 124,100,620 || 1,608, 523
Dry fish. T N T
Cod o e ittt ienee | 148,327,850 | 56,054, T5T aeearer eanann e a e e aan e 2, 176, 881
¢ 2 P 7,059,460 | 3,181,296 65, 182
Had@oeR oo et e e e 2,866,519 | 1,089,137 .. 27,770
POHOCK .. oiinia et ire e e e e 3,653,759 | 1,409, 203 26,718
CUSK e i it e e | 655, 050 327, 525 11, 466
I |
Total e i 162,562,673 ] 62,122,008 e a2, 412,077

# Includes $104,000 enhancement on fish prepared as “* boneless” in Boston, but accounted for elsewhere.
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Detailed slatement of the quantitics and valucs of the products—Continued.

121

. P il i P 1s,
Products specified. ﬁ%g;:' | pr:;;::lx" eil 3 Bulk. Value.
Pickled fish.

AlOWIVES . caiennen . 972, 030 777,650 $15, 553
Bluefish ... 29, 607 18,220 |. 455
Cod c.ocnniinon 92, 500 46, 250 1, 156
Herring..-...- 3,967,656 | 3,174,125 47, 612
Mackerel ... 44, 526, 300 | 29. 684,200 |. 853, 420
Swordfish ..... 217,000 124, 000 4, 020
Mixed species .. 99, 000 66, 000 1, 650
Halibut ins..o.oovniiiiniiiierienanaans 32,875 26, 300 1,052
Tongues and sounds 112, 500 90, 000 3,370

j X1 ¢ ) S 948, 303
Alawives 266, 875 BOO, 125 1 il 4, 003
Bluefish 6, 000 2000 e e 100
2 ) U] 2 5,004,700 | 1,273,675 [rmrr e 101, 894

B b, 867, 575 1,435,800 . oee i i e e 105, 997

Canned fish.

1Y) £ DN PP I8 R A 38,400 CABS ~eeniinia e 4. 800
B T O T ) RPN DRI JU DI NP 264,000 Cans - ... e 3R, 500
Fish ChoWder o oo ottt e eiceme e e e ma memem e | i 36,000 cans ... ... ... oo 7. 500
Clam CHOWRET oo i aae e cmeamactaamaacsssnnasanrmmens|onecereramnen b, 36,000 cans ...l 7, 500

Botal L iicemeiemebeameanaa O, 374,400 cans , 300

Shell-fish I Wi

B T 4,315,416 |..... N 158, 229
Clams (includes 31,832 bushels, $12,305, for bait) ..oocv.cooveiiie e fianoamnenrone fomeennannnns 158,626 bushels . ...._.. ... ... 76, 195
Quabhuugs and 8ea-ClaMS . ...t iiiiieieiinreiarenncaeanseereacas]acareeearaaaafeoeaeaaeas 11,050 bushels ... ... .. 5,520
L S PSPPI PPN P 7,028 gallons. ... ... ... 3,514
L) PR SR 36,000 bushels ....o............. 41, 80
Eubancement on southern L83 1. ¢ R 363, 700

§ T ST PRR IS IR e et e e 649, 013

Produets of whale fishery. R

Sperm ofl ..o e e e 1,209,468 galloms ...... ... .. 1,199, 450
Whale, walrus, and blackfish ol . -« - oo oeevnuoinnimriceoceesoanciei i fomcn e 698,442 galloms................. 297, 896
Whalebone 256, 464 pounds ... - H79, 845
Ivory ..., 19, 100 5, 921

Fish sounds, dried
Marins salt

6, 226

.| 333,699 gallons. .

6,271 tona
3,725 barrels..
124, 600 pounds..
346 tons

4,000 tons

2, 080, 337

6, 750
144, 208
32, 152
12,105
70, 820
3, 890
16, 275
4,000

200, 200

55, HISTORY OF MASSACHUSLETTS FISHERIES.

EARLY HISTORY OF THE FISHERILS.—The Massachusetts fisheries date from the settlement
of the colonies in the early part of the seventeenth eentury. The hope of acquiring gain from the
pursuit of this industry was one of the inducements for the establishment of plantations at Cape
Ann and other parts of the coast. In 1624, the colonists sent a ship to England laden with fish,
and the next year two others followed with cargoes of fish and furs. In 1628, they were selling
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fish to the Duteh at New Amsterdam. Fish were exported from Boston as early as 1633. In 1639,
for the encouragement of the fisheries, the general court passed an act which exempted fishing
vessels and their apparatus from taxes and duties for some years, and relieved fishermen during
the fishing scason, and ship-builders from military daty. This act was the origin of the system of
protection.  Says Sabine (Report on American Fisheries, 1853): “Such a law, in the infancy of the
colony, when contributions from every State, and the personal service in arms of every citizen,
were imperatively demanded by the exigencies of the times, shows the deep importance which was
attached to this branch of business by the fathers of the Commonwecalth.”

The following extracts from Sabine will show the condition of the fisheries of this State at
various periods:

«Of the year 1641, Leebford, in his ‘Plain Dealing; or, News from New England’ (printed in
London, in 1642), says that ihe people were ‘setting on the manufacture of linen and cotton cloth,
and the fishing trade’; that they were ‘building of ships, and had a goed store of baiks, lighters,
shallops, and other vessels?; and that “they had buildcd and planted to admiration for the time.
We learn from Jobnson’s * Wonder Working Providence?, that the Rev, Richard Blindman bad
gatbered a church at Cape Aun, ‘a place of fishing, being peopled with fishermen’; and that ¢ their
fishing trade would be very beneficial had they men of estatés to manage it” We read in Win-
throp’s Journal, that ‘this year the men followed fishing so well that there was about 300,000 dry
fish sent to the market’; and in Hubbard, that the colonists received letters from England by the
English fishing ships that came to the Iiscataqua. In 1642, we find in Winthrop that the same
class of ships bhronght news of the civil wars between the King and the Parliament, ¢ whereupon
the churches kept divers days of humiliation’; and that ‘there arrived another ship with salt,
which was put off for pipe staves,’ so that Ly an unexpected providence’ there was ‘a supply of
salt to go on with fishing’; and in Holmes, that * the settlement at Cape Aun was established to
be a plantation, and called Gloueester.”  Again, Winthrop records, in 1643, the return of the Trial,
‘Mr. Thomas Graves, an able and a godly man, master,” from a voyage to Bilboa and Malaga.
This was the first vessel built at Boston. Her outward cargo consisted of fish, ¢ which she sold at
a good rate’; and she brought home ¢ wine, fruit, oil, iron, and wool, which was a great advantage
to the country, and gave encouragement to trade.

“In 1644, we have an inecident pertinent to our purpose, which is related with some particu
larity in the chronicles of the time. It appears that a London ship of twenty-four guns, Captain
Stagg, arrived at Boston with a eargo of wine from Teneriffe ; that a Bristol ship, laden with fish,
lay in the harbor at the same time; that Stagg, authorized by a commission from the Cromwell
party in England to capture vessels belonging to Bristol, made prize of this ship; and thata
Dristol merchant and others interested in the vessel and cargo seized by Stagg collected a mob
and raised a tumult. It appears further that some of the citizens of Boston, apprebensive of
serions consequences, made prisoners of the merchant and other strangers and carried them before
Wintlirop, who confined them under guard in a public house, and that the people of the town
concerned in the affair were committed to prisou. Stagg was next ealled to an account, but it
was found that e had not transcended his authority. A great excitement was produced by the
occurrence, and some of the winisters, participating in the common feeling, spoke harshly of
Stagg in their sermons, and exhorted the magistrates to maintain the people’s liberties, which
they considered had been violated by his act. A part of the magistrates were of the opinion
that the Bristol ship should be restored; but the majority expressed a different view of the cdse,
and Stagg was allowed to retain his prize. But the merchants of Boston, who, it would seex,
were owners of the eargo of fish, petitioned to be allowed to test the right of the captor to their
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property by a suit at Taw. Their request was granted; yet when the governor, six other magis-
trates, and the jury assembled they were induced to refer the decision of the whole matter to the
court of admiralty. Thus terminated an affair which, at the moment, wore a very serious aspeet,
and threatencd to involve the government of Massachusetts in a controversy with their Puritan
friends in England.

“Concluding our account of the year 1644 with the remark that one ship buailt at Cambridge,
and another built at Boston, sailed from the latter place for the Canaries with cargoes of fish and
pipe-staves, we come, in 1645, to the first voyage undertaken on the distant fishing grounds of
Newfoundland. The projectors of the cuterprise were merchants of Boston and Charlestown,
who, according to Winthrop, ¢sent forth a ship and other vessels’ to the Bay of Bulls. The
effects of the civil war between Charles and his people, felt, as we have just seen, in the capture
of the Bristol ship in Boston, were disastrous even in those remote seas; for when these vessels
had nearly completed their fares the ship and most of their fish were seized by a eruniser belonging
to the King’s party and retained, to the great loss of the merchants,

“ By an act of Massachusetts, in 1647, every householder was allowed ‘free tishing and fowling’
in any of the great ponds, bays, coves, and rivers, as far ¢as the sea ebbs and flows,” in their
respective towns, unless ‘the freemen’ or the general court ‘had otherwise appropriated them.
By a law of the following year fishermen and others were forbidden to continue the practice of
cutting fuel and timber, without license, on lands owned by individuals or towns, though during
the fishing season persons who belonged to the colony might still dry their fish and use wood and
timber necessary for their business on all suck: lands by making satisfaction to the proprietors.
These laws were followed, in 1652, by another, which provided for the appointment of sworn ‘fish
viewers? at ‘every fishing place’ within the jurisdiction, who were required to rejeet as uunmer-
chantable all ‘sun-burnt, salt-burnt, and dry fish that hath been first pickled,” and whose fees on
merchantable fish were fixed at one penny the quintal, ‘to be paid one-half by the deliverer and

the othier half by the receiver.
* * * * »* * * * *

“To supply a circulating medium, Massachusetts, as early as 1652, commenced the coinage of
the ¢ pine-tree’ shilling pieces, at which Charles the Second was much displeased. The general
court, in 1677, to appease him, ordered a present of ‘ten barrels of cranberries, two hogsheads of
samp, and three thousand codfish.” During the same year about twenty fishing vessels were
captured by the Indians on the coast of Maine. Most of them were owned in Salem, and, having
from three to six men each, could have made a suecessful resistance had they not been taken by
surprise, or, as says Hubbard, had they not been ‘a dull and heavy-moulded sort of people,
without ‘either skill or courage to kill anything but fish.) In fact, some vessels did make :
wmanful defense, lost a nember of men killed, and carried home nineteen others wonnded. A large
vessel was immediately equipped by the merchaunts of Salem and dispatcehed to recapture their
vessels and punish the captors. The Indians plundered the fishing-ketches, abandoned them,
and eluded their pursuers,

“In 1692 Salem lost by removals about a quarter part of its whole population, in consequence
of the trials for witcheraft. The world rings with the enormities of this delusion. It should
wonder, rather, that witcheraft in America was so nearly confined to the fishing county of Essex,
at a period when all England was peopled with witches and goblins, and when the venerable and
devout Sir Matthew Hale doomed two women to be hanged for vexing with fits the child of a berring
merchant! The prosperity of Salem was checked from other causes. In 1697 John Higginson
Wrote his brother Nathaniel, that in 1689 he had obtained a comfortable estate, and was as much
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concerned in the fishing trade as most of his neighbors ; but that, in the course of the war (then
soon to be terminated), he bad met with considerable losses; that trade had much diminished ;
that of upwards of sixty fishing vessels owned iu that town at the commencemwent of hostilities,
only six remained; and that he believed no place in Massachusetts had suffered more by the war
than Salenr.

“ At the close of the century, as we learn from Neal, the merchants of Massachusetts exported
about 100,090 quintals of dried codfish annually to Tortugal, Spain, and Italy, of the value of
400,000 ; while from another source we are informed, that, disregarding the navigation aet of
Eugland, a large contraband commerce was maintained by the merchants of Boston with most of
Europe.

#* * * * * * * * *

«In 1731 the fisheries of Massachusetts employed between five and six thousand men. Three
years later a townsbhip in Maine was granted to sixty inhabitants of Marblehead, and a similar
grant was made to citizens of Gloucester in 1733. Possibly many of the fishermen of these ancient
towns had become weary of the hazards of the sea, and desired repose; but whatever the motives
of the grantees of these lands, the perils and hardships of the forest a eentury ago were quite equal
to those enconutered npon the ocean, and such was their particular experience.

“In 1741 the cod fishery was in a prosperous condition. The annual produce was about
230,000 quintals, and the value of the guantity exported nearly §700,000. The average size of
vossels was 50 tous; and of these, one hnndred and sixty were owned in Marblehead alone. The
whole number of fishing vessels in Massachusetts was not less than four hundred, besides an equal
namber of ketches, shallops, and undecked boats.

«In the twenty years that succeeded there was a sensible decline, for which the causes were
abundant. The emigrations to Maine just mentioned, from Marblehead and Gloucester, the settle-
meuts elsewhere iu the eastern country by emigrants from Cape Cod, the depopulation and almost
entire abandonment of Provincetown, the expedition against Louisbourg, the general events of the
two wars that oceurred during this period between France and Englaud, in the calamities of which
Massachusetts was deeply involved, the demand for fishermen fo man privateers and to enter the
naval ships of the erown, with several minor events, combined to iujure the fisheries to a very
considerable degree, and at times, indeed, to render attention to them pearly impossible. After
the peace of 1763, maritime enterprises were again undertaken with spirit and success, and the
fishing-towns shared in the general prosperity. DBut the controversies that produced eivil waf,
and finally a dismemberment of the British empire, had already commenced, and soon disturbed
every brauch of industry. 'The fisheries suffered first, and at the shedding of blood were suspended.

* * * * * * * * *

“Omitting notice of the acts of Parliament which de not relate specially to the subject
before us, the first law to claim our attention was passed in 1733. This act, by imposing duties
on rum, molasses, and sugar imported into the colonies from any West India islands other than
British, was designed o break up an extensive and valuable trade with the I'rench, Dutch, and
Spanish islands, where those products of the plantations were exchanged for fish. 1t is said that
previons to the commencement of the trade to these islands molasses was thrown away by the
planters, and that this artiele whieh is now so extensively used in food was first saved and put into
sasks to be brought to New England to be distilled into rum. Certain it is that on the passage of
the act of 1733 the people of the northern colonies insisted that unless they could continue to scll
fish to the planters of the foreign islands, and to import molasses from thence to be mapufactured
into spirit for domestic consumption and for trade with the Indians, they could not prosecute the
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fisheries without ruinoms losses, The penalty for violating the act was the forfeiture of vessel and
cargo. Yet New England never submitted, though a fleet was sent to enforce obedience; and the
interdicted trade with the TFrencly, Duten, and Spanish islinds did not ceasc until a late period of
the controversy whicl terminated in the Revolation. In fact, therefore, a measure which threat-
ened to ruin the cod fishery of New Englad produced, as 1 incline to believe, no serious injary to
it for quite thirty years. .

“But in 1764 the act was renewed, and the collection of the duties it imposed on rum, wmolasses,
and sugar was attempted by the officers of the crown in a manner to create the most anxious con-
cern; for the jurisdiction of the admiralty courts was enlarged, and the people were deprived of
the trial by jury in all cases arising between them and the Govermment under this law and the
trade and navigation laws generally.

“The most alarming discontents followed the collisions and guarrels which constantly occeurred
between ship master and werchants on the one hand and the ofiicers of the customs on the other
in various parts of New England, and especially in Boston, Salem, Gloucester, Falmouth (now
Portland, Maine), and eclsewhere in Massachusetts; and the impression became general among
commercial men that their business and property were Loth to be sacrificed to appease the elamors
of the planters of the Dritish islands, and to test the ability of the mother country to ‘raise a
revenue in America’ under the ‘sugar and molasses acts,” as this odious law was called in the
polities of the day. .

“Meantime the southern colonies ridiculed the madness or 1olly of their northern brethren in
resisting taxation upon so homely a commodity as molasses, and made themselves merry over the
accounts of the quarrels of the Yankees for cheap * sweetening?

“In truth, the South, from first to last, never seemed to understand or appreciate the North
upon this question, and forbore to come to the rescue for years after the leading men of Massachu-
setts had wasted their energies in endeavors to induce the ministry to abandon a policy so ruinous
to Northern industry. The ‘petty dealers in codfish and molasses’ struggled long and manfully, bat
without success.

“The State papers of Massachusetts contain the most earnest remonstrances against the ‘sngar
and molasses acts.” 1In the answer of the council and house of representatives to the speech of
the governor, in November, 1764, it is said that ‘our pickled fish wholly, and a great part of our
codfish, are only fit for the West India mmarket. The British islands cannot take off one-third of
the quantity eaught; the other two-thirds must be lost or sent to foreign plantations, where molasses
is given in exchange. The duty on this article will greatly diminish (he importation hither; and
being the only article allowed to be given in exchange for our fish, a less quantity of the latter will
of course be exported, the obvious effeet of which must be a diminution of the fish trade, not only
to the West Indies but to Europe, fish suitable for both these markets being the produce of the
same voyage. If, therefore, one of these markets be shut the other canuot be supplied.  The loss
of ore is the loss of both, as the fishery must fuil with the loss of either? These represeuntations cover
the whole ground.

* * * * * * * * *

“A detailed account of the seizares of French and Spanish moelasses, which, econtrary to the
acts of Parliament, was continually imported—or, to speak the exact truth, smuggled—would
occupy too much space; yet, as the ‘molasses excitement’ was one of the earliest in the revolu
tionary controversy, some further notice of the course of events cannot well be omitted. The
merchants, deterinined to maintain intercourse with the interdicted islands, devised a plan, finally,
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which for a time enabled them to accomplish their purpose, and still avoid the penalties of the law.
This plan was simply to lade their vessels with molasses at the French islands, as usnal, but to
parchase clearances, ¢signed with the name, if not the handwriting, of ike governor of Anguilla,
who acted also as collector” This island was so small as not to afford a cargo for a single vessel,
as was well known to the collectors of the customs in New England; yet they permnitted vessels
farnished with the ‘Anguilla clearances’ to enter with their cargoes without inquiry for a consid-
erable time; but, on a sadden, libels were filed, and prosecutions were commenced in the court of
admiralty against these who had been concerned in such evasions of the statutes, and ruinous
forfeitures of property and renewed clamors were the consequences.

“We pass to other topies. In 1762 the fishing towns of Massachusetts, alarmed at the news
that the French had captured Saint Jolnrs, Newfoundland, petitioned the governor and council to
fit out a ship and a sloop, then in the serviee of the province, to protect their vessels. Both
vessels, in accordance with these petitions, were provided with additional men and means of
defense, and sent to sea. The expense thus ineurred became the subject of legislative inquiry, and
was objected to because the executive bravch of the Government had appropriated the public
money without the consent or knowledge of the representatives of the people. The debate in the
House was angry and protracted. James Otis, the popular leader, used expressions never before
uttered in the colonies, and soon after the close of the session published a pamphlet, in which he
justified himself for his conduct on the occasion, and defended with great ability the principles for
which he had contended as a member of the House. ¢This production has been considered the
original source from which all subsequent arguments against taxation were derived,” while the
whole affair created an intense excitement, and, in the judgment of the biographer of Otis, exerted
very great influence in causing the Revolution.

¢ It is a singular fact that the fisheries furnished the advocates of the supremacy of Parliament
with one of their best illustrations. They stated that the authority of the imperial legislature was
indispensable in mauy cases, and that without it the colonies would often be involved in conflicts
injurious to cach other’s interests. Governor Hutehingon, in Lis remarks upon the question, said,
substantially, that it had been generally thought a public benefit to prevent fishing vessels from
departing on their voyage until the month of April; Lut that if any colony engaged in the business
failed to conform to a law imposing such a regulation, others that complied with it would safter,
because their fish, later caught, must of necessity Le later in market; and he declares that a
motion had actnally been made in the legislature of Massachusetts a few years previously for
parliamentary interposition in this behalf, which failed, not in consequence of any ohjection to the
principle involved in the motion, bnt because a majority of the members disapproved of the
restraint itself, and were willing that fishing vessels should depart from port before April, and

whenever their owners and masters thought proper.
* * * * * »* * * »

“These incidents will serve to show the connection of the fisheries with the questions which
caused a dismemberment of the British empire. It remains to speak of the act of Parliament
passed in 1775, which, by depriving the people of New Tngland of the right of fishing, was
designed to ‘starve them into snbmission.” The trade arising from the cod fishery alone at that
period furnished the northern eolonies with nearly half of their remittances to the mother country,
in payment for articles of British manufacture, and was thus the very life-blood of their commerce.
The fishing towns had become populous and rich. Marblehead, for example, next to Boston, was

the most important place in Massachusetts, and was second to the capital only in population and
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taxable property. A fearful change awaited all. The dispute was now to be determined by an
appeal to arms, and every maritime enterprise was (o be interrupted and ruined.”*

Sabine gives the following figures to show the condition of the Massachusetts cod fishery
before and after the Revolutionary war:

From 1765 to 1775. | From 1786 Lo 1790.
Towns. Vessels an»" ‘ No. of Vessels :mA‘5 No. of
nnally em-: Tonnage.: " nually ew- Tonnage. "
ployed. | j o en ployed. | ned.

Marblehead .o............ B0 55000 1,200 o] 5400 720
Gloucester. .............. 16| 5530, 868 : 160 3, 60 680
Manchester.......... ... 25 1, 5006 ¢ 200 | 15 900 120
15 750 ‘ 120 19 1,235 157

30 1, 500 ; 240 20 1, 30¢ 160

Newburyport .. e 10 400 60 10 460 80
IpsWleh et e enaans s 50 900 | 190 56 60 248
Plymouth . 60 2,400 | 420 | 36 1, 440 252
Cohasset, ... 6 240 | 42 5 200 35
Hingham .. - 6 240 42 4 180 32
[ S 7 S 10 400 70 | 2 90 16
Duxbury ... l 4 160 28 9 | 360 72
Kingston ....... ... .ccoen } G ; 240 42 | 4 160 28
Yarmouth ... oooeeouann.. i 30 900 5o 30 900 ; 180
Wellfleet ._........ ......¢ 3! 90 2 e [P,
33 1 SO | 10 ! 400 [ T DO SO [T
Provincetown A 4 160 32 n. 550 88 |
Chatham .. ‘\ 30 w0 200 B w0, 20
Nantucket. - 8 | 320 | 6 5 200 | 40
Weymouth ..........o.o.e i 2| 100 | 16 3 150 | 24
Tu Maine (@) .o onoonen] 60 1,000 230 30 300 120 .
Total ‘ 665 [ 5, 530 ‘1 4,405 5391 19,180 3202
i i ! i H i

a Maine was at this time a district or province of Massachusctts,

THE FISHERIES FROM 1790 10 1860.—From the close of the Revolutionary war until the war
of 1812 the Massachusetts fisheries were in a somewhat fluttering condition, and efforts were made
by acts of Congress to encourage them. In 1789, an act was passed which granted a bounty of 5

* “The inhabitanis of the sea-shore of Massachusetts, impelled by their necessities, commenced the manufacture of
salt from sea-water early in the Revolution. From the accounts preserved it would seem that they boiled the water
at first, but were compelled to relinquish the experiment becanse of the expense and of the impurity of the salt., The
next attempt was by solar evaporation, on Boston Neck, by General Palmer, ‘a worthy and enterprising gentleman,
who failed in consequence of the rain-water which fell into his uncovered works. The third experiment is said to
have been made in Dennis, Cape Cod, by Capt. John Sears, wlho, in the end, was successful. He constructed a vat
with rafters and shutters, so arranged as to exclade the rain in storms and to expose the sea-water to the action of
the sun in pleasant weather., The first year he obtained ouly & bushels of salt, His neighbors called his invention
‘Bears’s Folly?; yet he persevered. The second year he made 30 bushels of salt. The fourth year, instead of pouring
water into his vat from buckets, he introduced a kard-pump. In 1785, at the suggestion of Maj. Nathaniel Freeman,
of Harwich, he contrived a wind-pump, which he eontinned to nse, and which saved a vast deal of labor. In 1793,
Mr. Reuben Sears, of Harwich, invented covers for salt-vats, to move on shives, or small wheels, ag in sbips’ blocks.
Five years later, Mr. Hattil Kelley, of Dennis, constructed a new kind of vat and a new method of moving the covers.
Various changes were made by different persons snbsequently; and the manufacture of salt from sea-water, by solar
evaporation, became extensive,and at times profitable. Capt. John Sears was assisted in the improvements iu his
works by Captain William, Capt. Christopher Crowell, and by Capt. Edward Sears, of Dennis. They resigned to him
whatever claim they might hinve had for their aid; and in 1799 he obtained a patent from the Government. His right
was, however, disputed by others, who asscrted that he made no ‘new discovery.’

““In 1802 the number of salt-works in the county of Barnstable, Massachusetts, was 136, containing 121,313 feet.
These works were estimated to produce annually salt of the value of $41,700. The business increased rapidly; and in
1332 the number of feet of salt-works in the same county was 1,425,000; the quantity of salt manufactured, 358,250
bushels. The reduction of the duty on the foreign article and other causes produced a great change in the value of
this description of property. In 1834 the mannfacture was ruinously depressed; and salt-works, which for many years
Previously had been considered valuable, as affording a certain income, conld hardly be sold at prices above the cost
of the materials used in constructing them.”
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cents per quintal on dried and § cents per barrel on pickled fish exported, in licu of a drawback of
the duties on imported salt used in the cure, and imposed a daty of 50 cents per quintal on imported
fish. Bounties were doubled. In 1792 the bounty on dried and pickled fish, exported, was discon-
tinued and a specific allowance granted to vessels employed in the cod fishery. Sabine suys:

“PBoats between 5 and 20 tons were entitled to receive §1 per ton annually; those between 20
and 30 tons, 50 cents additional; and to those more than 30 tons, the allowance was fixed at $2.50
per ton; but no vessel could receive more than $170 in one season. By a subsequent act the same
year, those several rates were increased one-fifth, to commence in January, 1793, to continue
seven years, and thence to the end of the next session of Congress.

¢ Still further to encourage the prosecution of the fisheries, an act of 1793 authorized the
collectors of customs to grant vessels duly licensed permits ¢to touch and trade at any foreign port
or place,” and under such documents to procure salt and other necessary outfits without being sub-
jected to the payment.of duties., This act, which is still | 1853 ]in force, bas proved extremely beneficial
to our fishing vessels In certain emergencies; but it may be admitted that its privileges are liable
to be-abused. Four years later, the system of allowances to vessels employed in the cod fishery
" was revised. Under the law then passed, the smallest class were entitled to draw from the
treasury $1.60 per ton annually; and vessels of upward of 20 tons, $2.40 the ton; while the
maximuom was increased to $272. A second revision occurred in the year 1800, which effected
some changes in details, but which provided for the continuance of the rates of allowance then
fixed until March, 1811.

i« President Jeflerson, in his message to Congress in 1802, spoke of ‘fostering our fisheries as
nurseries of navigation, and for the nurture of man,” as among ‘the landmarks by which we were
to be guided in all our proceedings;’ and made further allusion to the subject in his apnual
communication of the following year. His remarks, in the second message, were referred to a
committee of Congress, who, in their report, said that there was too much reason to believe that
both the whale and cod fisheries had been for some time on the decline, and that it was more than
doubtful whether the United States employed as many men and tons in these branches of industry
as when they were colonies or previous to the Revolution. As a means to reanimate them, they
recommended that ships and vessels actually and exelusively employed in these fisheries should
not, in futare, be subject to the payment of the tonnage-duty levied on other vesscls; that fisher-
men and other persons actually employed in catching whales and fish should Le exempt from the
nsual charge of hospital money; and that the bounty or allowance under existing laws should be
paid in cases of shipwreck or loss of vessels without deduaction.

* * * * * * * * »

“The embargo and other restrictive measures which preceded the war of 1812 produced the
wost disustrous results in New England. In 1808, and during the existence of the prohibitory
acts, @ number of citizens of Boston petitioned Congress for liberty to export a quantity of pickled
and dried fish in their warehouses, and liable to rot or decay if kept during the summer months.
But the Government declined interference, and property of this description was allowed to perish
in most of the fishing towns, to the utter rain of many of its owners. These losses were followed
by others; and as the results of the policy of our own rulers, as well as the seizure and confiscation
of cargoes of fish in ports of Europe under the memorable decrees of Napoleon, the distresses of
all classes of persons engaged in the catching and curing the products of the sea beeame in the
end general and alarming.”

After the war of 1812, further efforts were made to encourage the fisheries. Duties were
imposed on imported fish, and by the act of 1819 an allowanece or bounty was granted to eod-fishing
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vessels. This bounty continued in force until 1866, since which time the fishermen have had no
further special national allowance than tbe privilege of free salt. The effects of the several acts
of Congress and of the fishery treaties is discussed in another section. The bounty of 1819
allowed, under certain conditions, $3.50 per ton for the season on vessels under 30 tons, and $4 per
ton on larger vessels, but no vessel conld receive more than £360.

The Gloucester Telegraph, of August 15, 1829, gives the following “account of the fisheries
of Massachusctts and its neighboring States from the year 1790 to 1810, said to have been made
in the year 1815 by a gentleman who was well acquainted with the business, and who took consid-
erable pains to make his statement correct, it having been made by particular request and for a
special purpose.”

¢“My calculation is, that there were employed in the Bank, Labrador, and Bay fisheries, in the
years above mentioned, 1,232 vessels yearly, namely, 584 to the Banks and 648 to the Bay of
Chaleur and Labrador. I think that the 584 bankers may be put down at 36,540 tons, navigated
by 4,627 men and boys {each vessel carrying one boy). They take and cure 510,700 quintalS of
fish, and average about three fares a year, and consume annually 81,170 hogsheads of salt. The
average cost of these vessels is about $2,000 each; the average price of these fish at foreign mar-’
kets is 86 per quintal. These vessels also make from their fish annually 17,520 barrels of oil,
which commands about $10 per barrel. Their equipments cost about $900 each, annually, exclu-
sive of salt.

“The 648 vessels that fish at the Labrador and the Bay, I put down at 41,600 tous, navigated
by 5,832 men and boys. They take and cure annually 648,000 quintals of fish. They go but one
fare a year, and consumc annually 97,200 hogsheads of salt. The average cost of the vessels is
about $1,600, and their equipments, provisions, &ec., $1,050 each. This description of vessels is
not so valuable as the bankers, more particularly that e¢lass whieh goes from Maine, Connecticut,
and Rhode Island, as they are mostly sloops and of ne great value. Most of the vessels cure a
part of their fish near the placc where they cateh them, on the beaclh, rocks, &c., and the rest
after their return home. Several cargoes of dry fish are shipped yearly from Labrador direetly
for Europe. The usual markets for these fish are in the Mediterranean, say Alicante, Leghorn,
Naples, Marseilles, &c., as small fish are preferred at these markets and the greater part of the
fish caught in the Bay and at Labrador are very small. The average price of these fish is 85 per
quintal. These vessels also make from their fish about 20,000 barrels of oil, which always meets a
ready sale at a handsome price, say from £8 to 812 a barrel. Most of it is consumed in the United
States.

Statistics of the Bank, Buy, and Labrador codfisheries of New Fnyland, 1790-1310.

Vessels employed in the Bank, Bay, and Labrador fisheries...... ... ... e 1,232
o £5, 140
Number of men. oo e e it ite e e et 10, 450
Number of hogsheads of salt consumed ..o ..o o Ll 173,370
Number of quintals of fish taken ... ... .. il en 1,158,700
Number of barrels of ol mMade ... ot o e it tce e ccee e e 37,520

“There is also a description of vessels called jiggers, being small schooners of about 30 to 43
tons, which fish in the South channels, in the shoals, and near Cape Sable. They number 300 and
carry about 4 or 5 hands each, say 1,200 men, and take about 75,000 quintals of fish aunually aud
consume 1,200 hiogsheads of salt and make about 4,000 barrels of oil. Their fish is gencrally
sold for the West Indies and home consumption. There is still another description of fishing
vessels commonly called  Chebaeco boatsy or ¢ pink-sterns.” Their number is 600, from 10 to 28 tons,

9GRF
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and carry 2 men and a boy each, say 1,800 hands, and consume annually 15,000 hogsheads of salt.
They take and cure 120,000 quintals of fish, which are used for the home and West India markets,
except the very first, which they take early in the spring, being of an excellent quality, are sent
to the Bilboa market, in Spain, where they bring a great price. These vessels measure about
10,800 tons, and make 9,000 barrels of oil. There also were about 200 schooners employed in the
mackerel fishery, measuring 8,000 tons, carrying 1,600 men apd boys, take 50,000 barrels of
mackerel annually, and consume 6,000 hogsheads of salt. The alewive, shad, salmou, and herring
fisheries are immense, and consume a great quantity of salt.

Recapitulation of the cod and mackercl fisherics of New England, 1790-1810.

3T ) 2,332
0D 0B 1 LGN 115,940
3 (=3 o 15, 039
Salt, DOEEREAAS - ot oo oot e e e e e e e aeee. 263,370
Fish, quintals «.uoon oiieiiia i et e i e i e aceee e 1,353,700
[ I T15 o ) - 50, 520
Mackerel, barrels. .o et diimemeeeee e 50, 000

«There are many persons who assert that in one year there were at Labrador and up the Bay
more than 1,700 vessels, besides the bankers, but I am very confident that they are much mis-
taken.”

The extent of the fisheries of Massachusetts in 1837, as quoted from Macgregor’s report by
Hon. Hannibal Hamlin, of Maiue, in a speech delivered in Congress August 5, 1852, was as follows:

Number of vessels employed in cod and mackerel fisheries.. ... ... . ..o ..., 12,200
D 18 IR e s 2T O 76,082
Nomber of quintals of codfish canght ..o .. 510,554
Valtue of SAMe . v oo e e rcimiaceea tmeaeana e aans aaa. . $1,569,517
Number of barrels of mackerel canghit ... i et e e 234,059
Valtie 0f BaINe .. ot e e e e e e 81, 639, 049
MED @IUPIOFEQ . e e v e nmaman cemean e e e e e e e e et e —e e e e et e e s 11,146
Total value of cod and mackerel.. ... Ll i i e $3, 208, 866

Mr. Hamlin says:

“The number of seamen estimated there as being engaged in that year is placed at 11,146,
That is the nuinber of seamen actually engaged on the ocean. There is another elass of men, very
numecrous, which serves to increase the number a considerable per cent., who are left upon the
shore for the purpose of curing, preserving, and taking care of the fish, and who alternate with
those who do the fishing; consequently the number of fishermen who are returned as actually
employed in the business is not the actual number of those who devote their lives to that
occupation. And the number of seamen who are engaged at different times in the fisheries cannot
be aceurately ascertained; but it is at least 50 per cent. above the number of those who are
employed any given time in fishing.”

The United States census statistics for 1840 give the following items concerning th