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PART IX.

DELAWARE AND ITS FISHERIES.

A -GENEHAIJ REVIE'V OF TIlE FISHEHY INTERESTS OF THE
STATE.

149. DESCRIPTION OF THE YAIUOUS FlSIlEHY INTERESTS.

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 01< THE REG-ION.-For a prolwr untierstalHliug of the fislleries

of SoutlJ('rtl Delaware it Sl'erns tlesirable to gi,e a bril'f ~keleh of the peculiar feature:; of th~

coast line.

The State of Delaware, wideb has un area of 2,100 square miles, includes within its limits the

northeast portion of the low peninsula lying between Chesapeake. Ba~,., Delaware River and Bay,
and tbe Atlantic Oceau. 'l'he northern part of the State is slightly elevated in some localities, uut

the sOllthcru portion is almost a perfect leyel. This flat section of conntl'j' is, 11Owe,er, somewhat

lelieY(~d by a low table-land, or ridge of sand, not exceeding (;0 or 70 feet ill height, which extend:;;

tlH~ w1l010 length of tLe State from llorth to south near tbe western boundary. 310st of tlle small

rivers which empty into the Delaware Ba~y, alld in which a limiteu amount of freRh-water fishillg
i;; carrictl OIl, have their source in the swamps whicll abound in this table-land.

The eutire length of the coast line of Delaware is about 95 miles. In the npper portion of Hie
State, however, that section which is bordered by the Delaware Ri\'er, there are no sea fisheries.

The river fisheries will be described in detail in another section of tbis report. ~4.. brief mention

will, however, be made here of the fresh-water fishing canied on in tile soutllern portion of the
State in conjunction with the sea fishery.

The l1Iost northern point in Delaware at which sea fish are taken in any considerallie ll1lUlbel's

on the shores of Delaware Bay is at KiWs Hammock, Ileal' Doyel', tllis fishing station l.>eillg' about

2:1 miles llorthwest of Cape Heu!open. The stretch of coast lying.between Kitt's IIammoeh: and

tlw Cape is low and marslly, with scattered saud beadleS or hammocks slightly ele\-ated aooY!.'
the l'itUTouIHling swamps; frolll tll('se llIHrshes exteIl"i\'c flats 01' ontlying" shoals make out into

Ute waters of the bay.
Beyond Cape HeIllollcll, 011 tile ..Atlantic si(le, tile coast. line nUls nearly south ill a straigut line

to \Villiamsville, the bonndaQ' of the State, a distallee of 21 mile". This part of tile Delaware

coast i:;; comllofcd of low, Ilarrow sand beaches, which inclose shoal bass or lagoons of considera­
ble ex tent. I~ellObotL Bay, whicL is situated 6 miles south of Calle Heulopen, is a lHlsin of this

description, and the largest in the State, being about four miles lOlJg in the direction of the shore

JiuB aud h:l\'ing' au average width of 3 miles. Just south of Behoboth Bay, and COllllected with it
409



410 GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES.

by a channel, is lll<lian Ri\-er Ray, which is 6 miles long east and west and bas an average breadth
of 1 mile. Both of these bays nre connected with the ocean by an inlet through the beach, which
has sufficient depth to admit vess(Ols with a draught of G fe(Ot, and throngh which large numbers of

anadromous fit;h and a smaller quantity of sea fish find their way to the sbeltereu waters inside.
Ha\-ing 11ms brieily outlined the principal features of the coast, it only remains to be said

that the 11ays lying south of Cape Henlopen aIHl the beaches bordering on Delaware Bay consti·

tute HII' fishing grounds, wh('re the operations of seining, netting, &c., are carried on, a descrip­
tion of wllich will he given ill succeeding paragraphs.

IMPORTANCE OF TIIE }'ISIIERIES.-Although the sea fisheries of Delaware suffer by cornp'lri.

son with the great commercial fislleries of the Northeastern States, they are, ne,ertheless, not with·
out importance, especially if we take iuto cOlJsideration the benefit derived b.y the inhabitants of the
State ill being supplied with quantities of wholesome food at a price which lB only nominal. In
nearly all of the coast towns a pArtioa of the inhabitants engage more or less actively in the fish·

eries during a part of the year-generally in the spring-though, as a rule, these men are semi­

professional, (~epelldillg ehiefl.y on agricultural pursuits, the latter heing the principal occupation

of the people of this region.

Tlle oyster·beds of Delaware in 1880 produced 300,000 bushels of native oysters valued at
$G87,72:3. There were also planted in the waters of this State 650,()OO bushelB of oysters from

Cbesalleake Day amI elsewhere, to be left uedded here until suitable for market. In addition

there were 184,000 bushels of oysters received from other States and packed in the cannery at

Seaford. Little Creek Landing is the headquarters for the nati,e oyster business. The soutbern

o,y8ters are planted on beds at seve,ral places along the shore, but chiefly opposite the villages of
Little Creek Landing aud .Mahon's Ditc1J, and are raised mostly for the Philadelphia trade, the
beds and llIanting being largely controlled by the dealers of that city. .lUr. Ingersoll fully dis­

cnsses this subject in the censns report on the oyster industry. The capital in,ested in the indus­

try in Delaware is given at $145,500, which ille1udes sixtJ'.five vessels at $50,000; three bundred

boats, $12,000; gear amI 011 tfit, $10,000; 81lOre property, $ 7:3,500. The number of oyster fishermen
is s~o and of sharemen 245.

THE VISIIERY GROtJNDS.-Thc most important sea flshery is carried on al011g the shores of

Delaware Bay, where tllO tront (CYlln.~ci()H regale) nnd the spot (J.,io.'sfomus xanthuru8) arc the prin­

cipal species taken, or at least occur in the greatest aounclanee. The other species of salt-water

fisll which freqnent the shores of tlw bay are I('ss plenty, some kinds being quite rare.
SIIIP::IIEN'l'S 01' }'ISH AND SOFT' CR.4cBS. -Tile follo"'illg' statistics of the shipments of fish and

soft nabs frolll some of tl.te railroad stations south of Cape Helllopen may be of interest as d'.'illg"

a general idea of the commercial statns of the fisheries in that section of tbe ~tate of Delaware.

The fignres here given ha"c been obtained from the hooks at the different railroad stations through
tIl(: kiutllJ{~sS of tlHJ agents in e1Jarge, 111 18S0 the following quantities were l>bipped: SelbJ',iUe,
12D,4JO pounds of' fish; Frankford, 8,200 llounds of fish amI 9,125 pounds of cralls; Dagsborougb,
11,5;;6 poulllls of fish and 29,970 pounds cf crabs; :MilIsuorough, 3,707 pounds of fish and 6!),~20

pounds of erahs.

130. STATISTICAL HECAPITULATION FOR 1880.

STATISTICS FOR 1880.-Tbe followiug tables show the extent of the commercial fishery interests
of Delaware:
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Sll.mmnry sfatement 0./' lJ(rsona (~mplO:J('(l.

Persons emplQyed. Knml:el'.

Fighernlen ~ _.......••..................

Shor~men... . ...•. _.....•........ _ ' _

FactQfY hnn(ls .................................•.........

1, CG~

IO~

21~)

Total . J,070

lit-tailer! Blalnllcllt oj Npita7 im'C8'cd anil apparatl/8 emplo!l1l7.

...:i.ppal'utu,- ,,,peci:ficd, Xumbor. YHlue.

Yessd8- (l.:!:':G tOllloi) •• _"'.,

11oats .......•. ~ ...• ~ .. , •.•.......
Fyles., IlotS. and l)askt'-t~. .. _.... _

GilI·netA ..
Dra~·""eine8 ~ _ ~ .. ~ .. " _ .

6:l

Sar)
], F:H

1, 4~li

::4.}

'v., <)'l­"'.', ..... ,

;2;,783

:21, ::-;;;0

.Minor 3l)paratlI~. iuclu(1ill~ ont fit for ~{'i:;Rr'18

and IlOa1, .. , __ "" .
Fact(lri(~8 nIJ(l oth\'r :o;hore P~·oIH'rty _ _..
Adtlit.ional ('(l':';}1 capital _ ~ ..

'l'ot411 .•......•......•.••. ' •••••.

la, J70

105,Ot'O

p,o(:o

2CF. 2::1

Delail,'il Btatcment ,~r tltc quantitie:! alld I'lIlaeB (~llite 1'I'Odu("fs.

Ponnd::; Yalnr TO

taKt:ll. tiSl.Je!'Dll'Il.

Grauu total .. __ .. II. H1R. 2(13

Sea .fi~hcric8.

nInetish .
Clams (lIafl!) __ .
Clams (soft) ..
Cn.l _._ .
CrahR _..
I ..ol)~t('r.<:I,..... .•.. . .. __ ...•..

lIcnhadrn .. __ __ .............•...•......

OYRters ..•.•... _ .
Sflueteagu{~ .....••..... . _... __ ._._ ......•.
All other l'ipeeieR .••.•...••.•. _•.•.... ~ _.. _••....

4;),800

5.544

.84,fGl

150

a5~~r {laO

z,~, 100, 000

2, G18. 500
(." 2,245. 108

l,O:j(l

~,l,

G

1. J1.!

,1118i,7:!.)

7d, jjj

26,000

8;;0.57H

H7,II[;

Rirer ji.sherieJJ .

.Alewives (eomruuuly called herringi ' ttl, 80\1, 000 i

Shad .••....•.•••••..•......••..• _....... .. 1, (};~\\, 000 : S2.5(\1)

Sturgeon ..•. _•.•.•... ~ •. . . •. . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . P450, 000 : 22, 500

All other spllcies _ :__._f_99_,1_,~ ;__~116

Total _ ~ i
I

Total [

((. Inclmling 23,000 pounds of menhadell, valned at $17a. used for ft,od.
b.An allowance. of 7 pClund8 of meato;; i;.i made for e-ac.ll hll:::;hel of oy~teI'8.

c This qnantity includes 596, ;00 pouudEl of alowi-ves, 25,000 pound::; of cro~I1:.

ors, 137,500 pounds of drum, 124.000 pounds of eels, 16,50C pounds of tloundcl"",
3,500 pounuB of king·fish, 54,,00 pounds of mullet, 326,500 pound. of p,'rc!l,
1,200 ponnds of sea·bltss, 5,900 pOllnds of sheepsheatl, G19,100 pOllnus of 'pot,
147,900 pounds of striped bass. 120,00:0 pounds of aturgeou, 5,000 pounds of
tautoj!, 30,708 pl)llnds of terrapin, and 900 pounds of mixeu fish.

d In addition, S!)G, iOO pounds of alewiv<:'8, valuod at $4,475, were taken by th{\

sca fisbel'Dlen.
e In addition, 120,00-0 pounds of sturgeon) value-d at $4-,500, were tnkcn hy 1J.]6

sea fi.hermen.
fInc1uding 196,200 ponnds (Of eatfish, 150,000 pounds of perch, 100,000 pounds

of striped base, 15,300 pounds oftnrtJe, anti 533,750 pountls of mixed fish.
y Iuc.!u(lee $3()2,'i25, the elJhaneemcDt in ~nlue of oysters from other Statcs

transplanted or cannod in Delaware.



412 GIWGRAPHICAIJ HEVIEW OF TOE FISHERIES.

n.-DE~CIUPTIO~ OF THE ]'ISHEIUES BY TOWN~.

151. ]JOVEH AXD ADJACENT TOWNS.

THE FISilEltn:s O:F DOV_Kl~.-})OYer, the capital of Delawaie, is situated OIl thp line of tlH:

Dplaware Hailroad, ill Kent Count.'-, about six miles from tite sll()l'e of Delaware Bay. Although

a ycry liUlited amount of sea fislJ are occasionally taken higher up the bay, Dover is nevE'l'thch'ss

the most nortlll'l'J] tOI'l"n in Delaware in wllieh any fishermen are employeu ill the sea fisheries.

Eigllty-the men, resiLIents of Do\-er, arc elJgagetl in the fisheries, twenty-five of these being pro­

fessional fishermen, following tIJis industry wbene\-er any fish can be obtained, while the remainder

engage ill fishiJlg lIlore inegularly, depellding largely for their sllbsistelJce on obtaining employ­

ment ill tIle large frnit-(~anning establislnnentR of tlds section of the country and aR lahorers Oil

the farms at tinl('s wllt'n the fi::;heries are not at their height. The same ma~- 1)(\ said of the fisher­

Wl'lI who resi(le in the small towm, ill this part of the State. All of the mell engage to a greater

or less extent in the 13ea fisberief', resorting for this purpose to Kitt's Hammock, Bower's Beach,

ulld other fa,~orite fishing stations along the shore of the bay. Some of tlll_1 men, howen'r,

t]i\-il1e their time lletween fishing for the S1)ceies tal;:en in the salt water ami those wlJicli 1I1f1." be

cangllt ill the fresh-water streams and poutIs in the imIIlcdiate uei:,.:ltlJorhood of their homes.

'I'wcutyolle hoats nllued at $3GO, twenty gill-uet» worth $125, and tweh~e haul-seines yalned

at $600, arc emp10Jed ill the fisheries of Doyel'. The products of the fisheries are 1,346,700 pOlllHls

of sea fish uud ullfidrOlUons species, 2,400 pounds of fresh· water fisll, 300 terrapin in number, 50,OUO

clams in numher, aud 7,:200 crabs. The most important fisher,'.' is that for trout or weakfish (Cyno­

scion regale); next to which is that for shad, herriug, and perch; and third, that for sturgeon. Of

the trollt 793,000 POllllds were estimated h.y competent auihority to have been taken in 1880;

:)1,500 ponnds of shad, 180,000 pounds of hprring, 120,000 pOllnds of perch, and 120,000 pOllnds of

stnrgeon ''I"ere a11"0 eallght ill 1880 by the fisilermen of Dover.

VOl' the accommodation of the Dover nsIJel1nell who resort to Kitt's Hammock to ]lI'osecnte

their lahor" in the sprillg, tlve rough dwellings or shanties have been constructed, the total valne

of which is 81.)0.

l'IIE FISIIE1UES OF LEBANON.-l'roceeding in a sOlttheastcrly direction from Do\'cr, about
<q miles, we come to the small hamlet of Lebanon. Bordering this place is Jones' Creek, whieh
also rum; ncar Dm'er. Lebanon has twenty fishernwll, who divide their time between fishillg
in tbe ered: and in the \'I"aters of Delaware Day. Fifteen boats, nJlued at $300, and fhe seine"l
worth $:300, are employed in the Jisheries of this place. The boats iu lise are bateaux, built on
tlw p,lttt'l'IJ of the sharpy, whieh is the ordinary type employed by all the fishermen along tite
sllOres of the Delaware Bay, their average value being $20 each. ::\108t of tlw fishilJJ,; is (~ari'icd

011 in .1011('13' Crcek for slll1d, tront, herring, pereu, &e" and here lIa ve been huilt five fish-houses,
oue at each of the se.eral seining stations, these buildings heing vaillcd at the total snm of 8150.
Tb('re are talwll in all ](;8,9;;0 pOllnds of salt-water and anaurolrlous fish, 2,000 pounus of fresl!­
water fish, 72 terrapin, 30,000 clams, and 3,600 cmbs. A large portion of the catch is sold in Don'I'

ami to the fanners of the interior of the State, wbo oftcn go from 30 to 40 miles to secure fish to

supply tlH'ir wants.
TilE }<'ISllElUES OF J\IAGNOLIA.-J\1aguolia i.s ,mother small hamlet, similar to Lebanon, and H

little less than 4 miles by the road from the lattcr, and about the same distance from tIle fbhiug
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station at Bm,ers' Beach, Oil the shore of Delaware Bay. Sixteen men from tlJL, place engage in

the fislJeries, employing themselyes both in the capture of salt and fresh "l\ater species at various
seasons of the 'y'ear, tlJOuglJ the principal part of the work is Joue in the sprillg and summer. lIng­

Ilolia !las ten boats, valued at $200, and four seines, ntlueu at $400, employed in the fisberies. The

catch, according to the estimates of the most intelligent fishermen of this locality, is 252,500 pounds

of sea a11(l auauromons fish, 3,GOO pounds of fresh-water fish, 72 terrapin, 30,000 clam"', and 3,GOO

crabs.

152. FREDElUCA, l\IILI;ORD, AKD MILTOX.

TIlE PISIlERIES 01' l'REDERICA..-.About 5 miles directly south of Magnolia is tlw village of

Frederica, having between 700 aIHI 800 inhabitants, ",'lJile the to\Tn includes within its limits

between 1,400 and 1,500 Jlersons~ The village of :Frel]prica is situated on J'lIunlerUIl Crcl'k, abou t

7 miles from its moutL, where it empties into the Delawnre Hay, 011 the sonth Bide of BOW('1''''

Beacll, which lies between tLis aJ](I .ToIJPt,' Creek. Bowers' Beach, oue of tIle prinei}lal :tbhillg'

stations of Dehnval'c RaJ", auu haying a small resident poplllaticlll, is witllill tLe limits of Frederica,

am] it;,; fisheries, 1i:suermcu, &oc., will ue cousid erell in this cOlllleeiiou.

Frederiea has senmty-two 1\]('11 employed in the fisheries, to a greatl:'r or less estelll. Sixty­

two of these are eug:1ged prinei)lally ill the spring, tlJil'teen of thCIll fi:shillg wholJy ill .:\Iunlc'I!;J!I

Creek for fresh-water or Hnadrolllous sllecies, while the oHler fishermen dC'I)(']](1 c,hiefly 011 C:ltdl­

iug such Slleeies as ma;;- he taken ill the waters of the ltay, though occasionally the~- lila;; 1'1';';01"1 to

tLe streams to fish ,rhen a faTorable opIlortunity 011"ers. :M<ln;r of tlw fis!JerIllc'lI of tljis ~('('!ion

dc~pelld largely on agri<:uHul'al llUnmits for Hleir livelihood, changing from fishing to farmillg and
rice 1'crsa, as t11(, prospret of makiJlg mODc'y in one pursuit exc('eds tbat of the OlllCf. TIJere tile

twcl\'e peddlers at Fre<1rrica, who make a business of Lawkiug' fish auout the villages antI filrming"

clistricts within a radius of 2lJ or 30 ml1es. Ther blly tlleir stock frolll the fishermen at Bowers'

Beach. According to .Mr.•Tames Vlyatt, a resident of BO\Ters' £c'ac1l, Illany of the 1ishermell of

this 1l1aee are elUployed ill catehing oysters dnring Hie winter.
There are three flShillg stations on :I\IurderldII Creek where shao, Lerring, and other "1)(;cies

are taken witll seines, alld at eacb of tLese places is a slIlall SlWlltS for the accommodation of the

fislwrmen and the reception of their catch and fishing apparatus. The total yalue of these build,

jngs is $90. I"iye small huihlillgs lnne also been ereeted at Bowers' I\eaeh for the same purJ1ose,

the total value of these being $150.

The rCHidclltH of Frederica, as well as those of the adjacent small settlements, resort to Bowers'
I{each in tIle spring and engage in the trout fisheries, capturing at the same time a greater or less

amount of other species.
In the fisheries of Frederica are cmplo;yecl fortJ· boats, valued at $800; t\Tellty-ninc gill-lje\S,

valued at $89; fourteen haul-seines, valued at $1,315; and seY<m bO\T-nets, wortll $7.
The products of the fisheries are 1,170,7,30 pounds of sea fish and anadrolllons species, 11,950

110lUlds of fresh-water fish, 1,000 POUllUS of turtle, 120 terrapin in number, and 6,000 crabs. In

addition, about 600,000 pounds of horseshoe crabs for fertilizing purposes are taken by the fisher­

men of Frederica and thc adjacent towns along the shores of Delaware Bay, between Kitt's

ILunmock and I,ewes, an important part of tIw capture being made by the residents of tbis town.
Like Doyel', tlle most important fishery of Freuel'ica. is for trout (CJjrtoseion 1·(,fJa7c). The

quantity taken oy the fishermen of this town is 1,097,250 pounds of this particular species, exceed·

ing that of the catch of any other locality in the State. Next to the trout fishery in importance
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comes that for the spot (Liost01n1/S xantkurus), of whieh 25,000 pouUlIs are estimated to haye been

tal,en in 1880.

J.\IILFOBD.-:\Iilfonl, wIJieL is pleasantly situated Oil tlJe liue of the Jllllctioll aIHI TIl'eak\rater

Railroad ",liere it erosse's the l\Iispillion Crt·(>k, some 8 mill';> from its Illoutll in a dire9t lillI', is the

next ttnln :;ollth of Frederica, from which it is di:;tant about Smiles. 'lIJe Yillage Ill'OjH,!, bas a

popnlatioll of ahout 3,000, though this enumeration would be con"i(lera\)ly ilicreasetl by includiIlg

tbe residents scatten'd arolllHl in the farming (listricts in tbe illJllH:diate Yicinity. According to

]1,11'. J. Lrmcl'y, of this plael', the princip:ll bnsiness is slJip-lll1illlill~' awl agTiellHnral pursuits. On

tIle ballks of HIe l\Ii:spilliou, in front of the YiJlage, arc ;,;c\'en or t~jght ship-yards, while in the

town are two fonndrit's, a basket factory, and faefories for nil' U1H1Jllfadllre of agricnltural imple­

wents. Some of the inhabitants are also eng-agell jn the cOilsting-trwle, fii'tecu or twenty vessels

of this dass sailing from tbe llort,

Miltonl has one hundred and flft'y-,.;evcn 1lIt:1J l'lJlplo,\Ttl ill the fhshl'rici5 for a portion of the

year, A consilIt'rable l'erceutagc of the;;e, hOlYe"cr, follow fbllillg only in tlle sprillg aud early

summer, depending on other pursuits tlle rest of' the year. Fifty-ii,e of these mell fish Gilly for

fre:sh-water species, while the remainder depend clJiefiy on catching sea thih, though they IIIay

sometiIlll's engage ill the capture of fish in the sUlall streams wl1ieh flow through the towllsllip.

:Milfortlhas employell jn hs fishcdes fifty boats, wortll $GG5; twenty-fiyc gill-nets, worth $1::;");

sen~llt'y-fin~ IWlll-seilles, \-alm'tl at $1,700; also twel.e bnildings, wortll $:!40, tile latter hf·ing sllIall

roughl.y-eonstrllcted shallticR such as have been previously described for the towns fmtLer up tlw

hil.". In addition to the fishermen employed in catelling fish there are six petItllers who make a

spl'l~ialty of buying theil' stod;: from the fishel'uH'n and ha\\'kjng it about through the adjacent

tOWIiS.

There are ahout seyenty,flye men ill Milford who engage ill the shad antI herrjllg fisherit>s ill

tile spring, lIsing gill-nels and seines. There are six shad "fisheries" on the Mispillion Riyer, all o!

which are below Milford. At tbese places shad and herrillg are taken with llaul-seilles. The

principal fishing grouml Oil tlie bay for the people of this toww,hip is Slaughter Beach, though a

f('1V of the men occasionally resort to other fishing stations further up the bay.

The products of the fisllerie'S of Milford are 435,000 pounus of sea and anadrolllous fish, 22,000

ponnds of fresh-water fisb, 3,600 terrapin, and G,OOO crabs.

The most important fishery of Milfonl is that [or sea-trout, of wl1ich 305,000 ponnds are e"ti­

mated to ha.e been taken in 1880. ~ext to this comes the shad fisbery, of whicb abont 40,OUO

pounds were canght the salIle ;vear. A large portion of the fish taken in this 10calitJ- are sold at

the "illage or tu residents of the interior towns, many of whom, during the fishing season, go to

the sea-shore to obtain a supply of fish which they salt for their own usc.

MILToN.-Passiug by the Rmall and unimportant waJ- stations of Lincoln and Ellendale, 011

the line of the Junction and Breakwater Railroad, we come to the .illage of Milton, some I:! or 14

milt·s in a soutbeasterly direction from Milford, and the next point of interest in connection WWI

the fisheries, TIle ,-illage of Milton has between 1,000 and 1,100 illbabitants. Tbe principal

industries of tbe 111aee are ship-building, the pine wood trade, and farming; the fishillg and

oyster industries being" of a secondary importance. Milton is situated 011 Broadldll Creck,

about, 7 miles in a tlirect liue from its mouth, where it cmpl_ies into the wuters of the Chesapeal,e

BclY. This "tream, thongh compurativel,Y narrow, is ne.ertlleless nU'-igal\le to the Yillage of

Milton. In the spring amI cad." summer, as well as to a greater or less extent in the winkr, tIl('

fisberies are carrie!l Oll tlll'Oughout almost its entire length. Some 5 miles below Miltou, aud

situated ou the right bank of the creek, is the post-office station of Drawbridge, wLich is :dso
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included ill tIle same towllship as Milton. This latter place Las a scattered population of one hun­

dred and fifty persons, principaIl;y engaged ill farming alld fishing. There is also quite a;. bllsillebs

done at the" hridgf''' in sllil)pillg grain and 'l\ooll on coasting y('sse}s comilJg here to 10;u1. Tile

fisl1eries of Drawbridge and its statistics will 1>c inchldcd witb those of l\IiIton.

l\1ilton !Jas fift~',cight men employed more or less Teglllar1y in the 1islwries; eight('en of the"e

making a specialty of fishing for fre;;h-water ;;pecics, not bcillg employed at all ill catching- sea

fish. There are eighteen boats, worth $IGO; sixty-th-e gill·nets, yalue(I at $505; ekwH banl­

seines, worth $265; and t'l\O how-nets, worth $4, employed ill the fisberies of l\jiltOll, wLich 11:1';

also twch-e small rough board shanties for the accollllllodatioll of the fislJerUl~ll, thes~ being valu('(l

at $310.

The Vrouuets of the fisheries are 1():2,050 lJOlllHls of auadrolIlons amI sea fish, 3,:?00 pOUIJ(}s of

fresh-water 11sL, alld 240 terrap\n. By f;lr the most important fislleQ- of this place is tllat for spot

(LiostO/llU8 x(1.ntlturu.~), of wLich it is estimated about 80,000 pound" were taliCll ill IdS(). ::Sc:xt to

this, in quantity, is the fishery for trout (Cynoscion regale), of which 47,:!.30 pOlHllls were ('augll!

ill 1880. The remaiuder of the fish taken arc diYi(lc(1 among tIle various ;;;pt'cieR of ('1'(',,11 all(l Ratt­

watpT species which visit tbis region.

153. LEWES AND ITS FISHERl\mX.

L}~WEs.-TlJc village of Lewes is situated at the terminus of tIll' J llllCtioll amI nipak natl:'r

Hailroad, about :~ miles abm'e Cape Heillopell, aIHl some IG or 1'~ miles by the road from :Jlilloll.

According to tlIe pORtmaster, D. 'V. BreretOlJ, es<]., the yillage of Lewes has a popnlatioll of] ,SOO.

The inhabitants are cugaged in a great Yariet.r of pnrsnits, among '''hieI1 lJlay be lLlentioued as

the mo~t important, piloting, follO\ying the sea, wrecking, railroading, :md GoY('rllllwllt \York.

Th(' fisheries of the place are also of considerable local importallee. The> llrineip:11 fislJilll:"

gTotlnd of' Lewes is along the beach in front of the Yillage, abo\'c Cape Benlopell, whel'(" in tlwir

;;;r:ls(H1, large quantities of the yariOllS species of sea fish ar<> takeu. The fresl!-,,'atl'r tisllf'ries of

this plaee are comparatively unimportant, being' confined principally to tlw capture of fI Jinlite\l

alllOlwt of suell species as may be taken jn ponds and sUlall stren illS.

Lewes has eight~' fisbermeu, of whom tweuty-fin' dellelld wholly 011 the tislJ('ries, while the

remainder, though IH'OcurilJg the chief part of tlleir subsistence by fishing, also engage in other

iudustries more or less rognlarl,\' during a portion of the year. Besides the fishermen, who peddle

their catch to a greater or less extent, there are six pe(}cllers WllO IIHtlie a specialty of hawking

fish about this ancl adjacent towns, procllring tlJeir goods from tlJe fi~hermell 011 tIle lleach.

Employed iu the tlsheries of this place are twenty boats, yalned at $350; t"o hundred and

ninety-two gill-llets, worth $3,2V1; thirteen haul-seines, wortl1 $395; and fifty (~el-p{)tR, ":lIned at

$25; besides which there are two small hoat·houses, worth $30 each. Ahout half of the boats usclI

at Lewes differ somewhat from those employed II,\' the fishermen of tile towns further np tbe bay,

l,;ome of them being of the t.vpe known as the Delaware Bay shad-hoat, and others the New Jcr"ey

slIrf h:mt, hoth of wh ieh are descrihed in another section of this report.

The products of the fisheries of Lewes are 600,550 pouuds of sea aotl anadromons 11sh and

1,;100 pOllnds of fresh, watcr fish; 4,000 pounds of turtle; 1,500 terrapin, ill lHlllluer; ;n ,fISO era hI":

100 lobstprs, alHl a few hundred dams.
The most important fishery is that for spot, of which 311,000 pounds are estimated b,Y eOllJ\l{'­

tont allthorit~' to have been c:lnght ill 1880. Second to this is the fisl1ery for trout, of 'rhiclJ

250,000 1l001lHls were taken in tlJc auove-named year. Comparatively speaking, the otller fisheries

are nuimportant. Thi8 reghm seems to be the southern limit where lohsters are taken hy lIte fislJ·
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prmen, and e,en here there is no real fishery for them. If a man desires to obtain a few lobsters
for his OWll table he ean usually do this by setting a trap about the breakwater, and occasionally
one or more of these crustaceans are hauled ashore ill the drag-seines aIH} gill-uets. Capt. vv. 1\1.

Fowler, of Lewes, says that about 1873 a pound was built for the cnpture of the Spanish mach'reI

(Scalf/veron/oruB 'l1laculatlls) just below- where the wooden pier lIOW stands. This, however, llid not

pr'o,e a success, for though large quantities of otber fish were taken, but f0w Spanish mackerel

were caught, and after being kept IIp for about two seaSOllS the net was remo,ed and no pounds
have since been constructed in this locality.

H;l, HIE FISlIIKG TOWKS SODTH OF CAI~E llEKLOPEN.

ItEIIOBOTII BEAcII.-llehoboth Beach, G~ miles distant from Lewes ill a southeasterly direc·
tion, is a small "atering-place i~ICillg the Atlantic Ocean on the one side und Hehoboth Bay on
the otller. Here have been constructed about twenty-five cotta~es and two hotels for tlle accom­

modation of summer residents, many of whom come to this place to attend camp-meeting as "\yell

as to he benefited by the ocean breezes. The resident population is about sixty, all or whom

dppPIH] nmilllJ- all farming and met.:hanical pursuits, as well as upon catering to the wants of the

summer residents. There is, proI1erly speaking, no fisllillg carried on by tlle men of this place,
tJlOuglJ occasionally tlw fislJermen of IA:wes resort to this locality to fish in thp watprs of Hellohotll

RaJ-' The statistics, therefore, of the catch, as well as of tbe men and apparatus emplo;yed, llaye

1)('e11 incorporate(l witil those of Lewes.

AXGOLA..-The next town south of Lewes, at which any fisheries are carried on, is Angola,
sitnatetl OJ1 the west Ridp of Hehoboth Bay, and having a scattered population of about GOO. It is

abont U miles distant in [1 southerly direction from I~ewes, lying nearly midway between the latter

town aUlI Millsbouroug-h, on Indian River. The IJI'incipal oceupation of the people is fanning',
though a considerable number of the illell engage in fishing during the spring and winter mouths,

following tlJeir agricultural pursuits at other times. There are fifty-five men in tbis town employed

ill tlle 11;;berie8, t\yO of whom depend wbolly upon this industry for a livelihood. The apparatus

iududes sixteen boats, valued at $320; eight g-ill-nets, worth $40; fourteen haul-seines, worth
$4~O; and one hundred and twenty eel-pots, valued at $60.

The fisheries are carried on in the waters of Rehoboth Bay and the streams which empty into

it. The }Jroducts of this fisherJ' are 1:~5,30() pounds of anadromous and sea fish, 3,000 pounds of

fresh-water fish, 108 terrapin, and 4,992 crabs. The most important fishery in regani to the
amount of fish taken is that for herring, of which 50,000 poumis were canght in 1880, bnt in point

of '.'alne this is exceeded both by the fishery for rock and perch, of each of which it is estimated

28,000 ponnds were talwll in the same J-ear. .A. portion of this catch is shipped by rail to Phila­

delphia ami other markets. A large percentage of the fish taken are consumed locally or solt! to
farmers from the interior towns.

)IILLSBOROl~GII.-'rhe,illage of Millsborougb, situated 011 Indian Hiver, is S or 10 miles dis­

tant in a southwesterly direction from Angola, and has a population of about 300. AS a rule
people depeml large]s 011 agricultural pnrsnits; thongb, owing to the fact of the railroatl pass­

ing through this village, awl its cOllvenience to the excellent :fishing grounds of Indian River and
Ea;v, it is a center of a considerable fishery, the most important to be found in the State south of
Cape ITenJopen. TlJere arc OIle huwlred am} eighty-eight fishermen employed here, ten of theUl

depending wholly 011 the fisheries for a livelihood, while the remainder divide tbeir time between

fishing and farming. An important feature of this place is the number of people employed in tl1e
summer season in catcbing soft crabs, wbich are shipped to tbe markets of New York and Pbila·
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delpbia. The skiffs employed in tbis fishery are constructed especially for the purpose, and are
described under the llead of apparatus as the Delaware crab·skiff'; these are let out to the fisher­

men, many of whom are boys, who sell their catch to the owners of the skiff's for a stated sum.
There are employed in the fisheries here two bundred and twenty·two boatg, valued at $776;

twenty gill-nets, worth $100; twent;y-two haul-seines, worth $660; and three hundred eel-pots,

valued at $150.

The products of the fisheries are 397,300 llOUllds of anadromous and sea fish, 111,GOO pounds of

fresh·water fish, 500 pounds of turtle, 1,200 terrapin in number, 50,000 clams, and 180,000 crabs.
The most important fishery in. the matter of quantity is that for herring or alewi,es, of which, in

the spring of 1880, it was estimated 105,000 pounds were caught. Some 70,000 pounds of men·

haden are taken, about one·sixth of which are sold for food, and the remainder used as a fertilizer.

The fishery for soft crabs, which is of considerable importance, as has been mentioned above, bt'gan
about 1873, wben two men, belonging at Long Branch, New Jersey, came to this section and
engaged in the business. Since that time, however, this industrj' has been followed by the resi­

dents of tbe place, the more ente.rprising of whom have had a large number of boats built for this

purpose, which they furnish to men emploj'ecl to fish for them, bUj'ing the eatch at th~ rate of 12

cents a dozen.
DAGSBOROUGII.-The little village of Dagsborough, with a population of about 200, is situated

OIl the line of the Breakwater and Frankford Hailroad, some 41 miles in a soutb westerl.y direction
from Millsborougll. The residents of this l)lace depend mainly on agricultural pursuits, though in

the spring, summer, and autumn they engage more or less regularly in the fisheries. There are

employed in this pnrsnit forty-two fishermen; twenty-eight boats, valued at $130; ten gill-nets,
worth $50, and eight haul-seines, valued at $240. A. portion of the boats, like those used at Mills­
borough, though in a far less degree, are used in the capture of soft crabs in their season; the

greater part, however, are built on the style of the ordinary batteau, and arc used in the \llrious
branches of tIle fisheries, including seining and gill-netting. The fishing grounds resorted to

are Indian HiveI' and Ba;y, where essentially tbe same species are taken as are cauglit bj- the resi­
dents of l\:I:illsborongh.

The products of the fisheries are 71,100 pounds of sea fish and anadromons species, 1~i,700

pounds of fresh-water fish, 100 pounds of turtle, 20,1 terrapin, 15,000 clams, and 78,000 crabs.

FRANKFORD.-Tllree miles south of Dagsborough is the village of Fl'ankford, on the line of

the Breakwater and Frankford Hailroad. This place, though having liO fislwries, IDay bt; mell­
tioned from tlIe fact that a quantity of the products of the fisheries are shipped from here. About
8,200 pounds of fish and 9,125 pounds of soft crabs were slJipped by rail to Pbiladclphia and other
markets in 1880.

BLACKWATER.-Some 6 miles in an easterl,)' direction from Frankford brings us to tLe post­
office of Blackwater. This place has a scattering populatiou of between 100 and 200, depending
chiefly on farming. There arc, however, eighteen men here emplosed in the fisheries; four of
them {lepending wholly on catdling fish for a liveJHlOod, while the remainder are employed more

or less regularly as fishermen, chiefly in the spring. These fishermen make use of tweuty·two

boats, worth $110; forty gill-nets, worth $200, and two haul-seines, valued at $80.

The products of the fisheries of Bla{lkwater are 71,300 pounds of sea and anadromol1s fislt, of

which 36,000 pounds are menhaden, used llrincipall,v for fertilizing purposes; 3,000 pounds offresh­
water fish, 500 pounds of turtle, 192 terrapin, and 186,000 crabs.

OCEAN VIEw.-The little hamlet of Oeean Yiew, composed of a dozen or fifteen dwelling

houses and stores, is six miles distant by the road from Blackwater in [In easterly direction,
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