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P~AT{T IV.

THE FISHERIES OF HHODE ISLAND.

A.-lU£VIKW OF lUIODE 18LAND AND ITS InSHERIES.

!H. DESCml'TIO~ or TIII<J STATE AND EXTENT OF ITS FlSHElUgS.

GENERAL REVIEW.-TLe State of HLode Island is about 50 miles long aDd 35 miles wide
Its continpntal sLore-line is only 45 miles, J-et, with its numerous bays, 820 miles of shore are.

washed l)~y the tide. It is divided into two unequal parts by Narragansett Ba~', which extends
inland some 30 miles from the oceall. Throughout the State there are fresh-water ponds, and in
the southern part some large ponds of salt-water. Tbe ba,Ys embraced within the E:tate limits He
lOllutifnlly snpl1lied with fish; some species are fit for food, others only for the mallUfacture of
manure. TIle ponrls contain abundant shell-fish. The State derives its Dame from the island
called Uhode Island in the middle of Narragansett Bay, and upon whicL are the tOWllS of ~ew·
port and Portsmouth and the village of Bristol Ferry.

It is claimed by geographers that Rhode Island is the Yinland of the Northmen, and that thc
famous Dighton Rock, on Taunton HiveI', bearing sOlDe strange hieroglyphics is a memorial of the

visit of Thorfin, in the tenth ccntury. The celebrated stonc mill at Newport is by some snpposed
to be another monument left by very ea'rly visitors to these shores.

Into Narragansett Bay empty the Taunton, Providence, and other rivers. The city of l'rm-i·
de1lce, an important manufacturing and commercial center, is on the Pro\'idl'nce River, some Hi

miles from the bay. Here is an excellent harbor. No fisheries are now carried on at Providence,
though when the whale fishery was at its height this Vlace, ill common with Warrell, Portsmouth,
and Ncwport, Lad its whaling fleet.

The colonial records of Rhode Island give cvidence that the earl~' settlers were engaged in
carrying on the fisheries, especially for tlle capture of shad and shell-fish, and frequentl.y whales
were "cast up on the shores, and being cut in pieces were sent far and llcar as a most palataole
presenL" r:I.'he Indians were accustomed to use nets made of hemp, and to shoot the bass as they
became entangletl in the meshes of the net. Sturgeon were taken with harpoons, and were vcry
higlily prized for food. In 1731 the authorities passed an act for the encourageml'nt of the eod
and whale fisheries, awl granted a bounty of fj shillings a quintal for codfish caught by Rhode
Island vessels; [j shillings a harrel for whale oil, and 1 pennj' a pound for whalebone. As a result

of this encouragcment the fisheries increased in importance, and at tIte period of tbc Re\'olution'
ary war were ver.y profitable to the inhabitants. In 1789 one hundred and one vessels, many of
them whalers, were owned at rrovidence. The war of 1812 caused the decline of the whale fisher~';

after the war it revived and from 1840 to 1850 a number of whalinA' vessels were owned at

several ports in the State, but the business is now entirely abamloned.
In 1860 the general fisheries of the State .yielded 118,611 barrels of menhaden and other fisb

for mannre and oil, worth $27,817 j about $2;;,000 wortll of food fisll; and $lJ,G!l2 worth of clams
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284 GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES.

and other shell·fish, Besides these productions of the waters there were gathered from tbe shore
34,927 cords of sea-drift, valued at $37,604, and 1,540 tons of salt hay, worth $12,320. The Rhode
Island State Census for 1865 giws the following figures to show the products of the fisheries for
that year: Fish seined for manure and oil, 154,468 barrp]s, worth $126,035; fish en,ught for food,
2,462,360 pounds, $121,094; clams, 31,697 bushels, quahaugs, 9,2401 bushels, scallops, 9,653
bushels, oysters, 72,895 bushels, and lobsters 42,900 pounds, having a total value of $118,655;
sea-drift, 340,146 cords, $38,083; and salt bay, 2,116 tons, $18,545. The aggregate value of the
products of the waters and shores of the State was $422,412.

S1.'ATISTICAL SUMMATION OF RHODE ISLAND FISJIERffiS FOR 1880.-The following state­
ments show the statistics of the Rhode Island fisheries in 1880. The number of persons employed
is 2,310, the capital invested is $596,678, and the value of products is $880,915. The menhaden
industry employs 608 men, some of whom are also engaged in the capture of food fish; the capital
invested is $304,300, and the value of products is $221,748. In the oyster business 650 persons
are employed; the capital inyested is $110,000, and the value of the products is $356,925.

Summary 8tatement of per80ns employed and capitol ill1Je8ted.

_______p_er_._on_~_e_m_p_I__o)_.e_d_. I'_N_U_lli_b_"r_._11
1
______ CaPitallnvea_te_d_. I__A_ID_O_U_D_t._

Number of vessel·fishermeu. __ ••.• __ ..•. __ •.•.. " .. _' .. _. 536 I Capital in v ....els and b<mta , __ ,." .. _ ".... $296,775

Number of boat-fishermen_ .• " _.. "." .. _" "._. __ , 1,006 I' Capital in nets and traps _" _ 95,053
Number or cur€rs, paekel's, fitters, UDtl factor.)' hands.. 708 dOtber fixed and circulating capital . ~ ~.... 6204,850

Total -" 1 2,310 II Tota.! " - ...••• " ,- .. ,,, --5-00-,0-78

.. In menhaden factorie., $77,000; In other ftehery Industrie., $126,!t50.

Detailed 8tatement of capital invested in ve88el8, boatJJ, netJJ, and trap8.

Nets.
GilI·nets ,... _.. _.. _ 70 $:1,700

Purse·seines _" 50 2tl, 000
Haul-seines . . . .. .. . 52 5, 070

TOmI~~~::""'''_'_''1 1721_ 28,83fr

Pound. Bnd weir.·_·· • I• 1661 56,633
Fykes_ ...... ..._ , 865 7,530

Lobster and eel pots•.••.•• , . ; 2, 857 2, 000

TOtBl !-3,888I~

Valne,No.N eta and traps,Total
value.No, I

, Value of

Tomu.ge, I Valne. ~~~;:J~s~~;
of bOllts

_ 1 a._lld_n_eta_._' 1. __

~~k l' I
Tn fOOf.l-fi81l and loof.:<1cI" fi~lJ·

erie ".......... 31 ! 314. 19 i $20,800 I $5,600 "cO,400 '
In menb~den flslwry .. __ .... __ I 6\! 2,188. 68 1 171,050 24,600 195,050 I

__. I

Total .. _.. _.. : .... _ ... !=-=-_2,502,771~1,850!_""':0,200 1_~,050 I

Boars, ; -.-'------:----1----1----1
In v"ssclfisb{.~ie" ------- -I!. 150' -.••• 1 11,410

1

' , 1 11,410.
In Bhorefl.l""les .. , ~84 , _1 49,835 13,480 I 63,315

Total - I-73iT:~~~~I--6~1--~4s0I--7~1

Detailed sfatement of the qua'lltitie8 and t!altte8 of th6 product.s.

Prodncta specified. Pounds,
fresh.

Ponnd.,
propared. Bulk. Value.

1llllO.915Grand total. _ _ .
==t====

::;::~~;l;;;~~~~:::::::~;;;~~~:::~::~::~:~::::::::::::::::"l~::~: :::::::::::J.·~:;;;·~i~:::::::·:::::::::::: Ii:
Total - _ _ ~328==I'======-..-..-_-..-..-.-._-I--I-:86.--=91:-:4

I i-

n The proportion of different species in this quantity Is estimated as follows, Alewiv...., 140,000 pounds; Ilea baM,l97.000 pound.; atrlPed
baRs, 292,000 pounds; bll\Ckfisb or tantog, 468,000 pounds; bluefish, 738,000 pounds; cod, tlIi2,OOO pounds; ools, 272,500 pounda; 1lo1lJlde1'8
and !lAtft.h, 352,400 pound.; mackerel, 89,000 ponnd.; white and yellow p<>reh, 30,000 ponnds; sAlmon,400 pounds; scup or porgy, 8,691,178
pounds ; ahad, 48,100 ponnda; swelt&, 115,000 pounds; squeteaguo, 328,000 pounds; 8WOrdJleh, llll,ooo powu1s i miud fiIIb, 3liO,7liO po1QIQ-
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Detailed 8tatement oj the quantitie8 and value8 oj the produot8-Continued.
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Prodllct••pecified. Pound.. I PonDds, I TIlllk. I Valfresh. preplued..D ne.
I

Ou1"edfigh. 1,931,800 II ".68.~ .......•....•...•........•.......... -.-26··.-~~,0
Drycod.............................................................~ " ~

Piokled alowive.. . . . . .•.. . .•..••. •••.•••• .• .•. ..•••.• . . .• . . . .. .. 505,000 ! 404.000.. . . . . . . .••.. . . ... . .. . .••. .. . . .•.• . . 6.000
Smoked-alewives. ....•.. .•..•.. ••....... .•.. 2,3113,000 I 1.400,000 .....•.•.•..•.•........•....... · ·1 7.000

Total ~;:.~.~~: "1_ ~769, ~:=~57~~~1'"'''''''''' - :-3U, 3~

§I2:::·.::::::::::::::::.:.::.::::::.:•• :·•••::.::··••:•••1 ~~.~ :.·:••••·: ••I~~:·:: ••··::·:••••·:.! ~l~

~~'F~~~·.H...:.I~J'II~:I~~T'TF71]
"---~-_._.-

b IDclUlle. $131,425 eDhaDcewent on 274,300 hus!lcl. of southern oysters.

B.-THE OYSTER INTERESTS OF RHODE ISLAND.
EXTRACTS }'HOM ImpORT BY ERNEST INGERSOLL.

92. ORIGIN AND IMPORTANOE OF THE OYSTER INDUSTltY.

LAWS; STATISTICS FOR 1860 AND 1865.-When the people of "Thl1 Colony of !tbode Island
and the Providence Plantations"felt themselves sure of future stability, the~' applied to the king,
Charles II, to grant them a charter, which he graciously did ill the year 1683. This charter was a
wonderful document for those days, because of the well·nigh perfect liberty it embraced, and its
hospitality to ,every conscientious belief, whatever the name of the religious banner it rallied
under. Among tlie privileges and liberties it insisted upon was the right of free-fisbing in every
shape. The relations of the fishermen to the owners of the shores were defined with great

minuteness, and were calculated to make all the fish of the sea and all the molluscous denizens
of the muddy tide·flats as available as possible to every citizen. Thereafter they were j~alously

preserved for pnblic beuefit. In 1734-'35, for instance, tIle first session of the assembly at East
Greenwich was distinguished by an net for the presenration of o;ysters, which the thoughtless
inhabitants were burning in large quantities for lime; and in October, 1766 au "act for tlla

preservation of oysters" was passed, forbidding them to be taken bS drags, or otherwise tban hy
tongs, under a penalty of £10. Parents and masters were held liable for the violation of this law

by their children or servants, and the owners of boats engaged in evading it were subject to a
double fine. When (and it was not many years ago) the State constitution was adopted, no clause
was so scrupulously worded against possible evasion as that wllich declared that in respect to the

rights of fishing and of taking clams, &c., everything should remain precisely as decreed in the
old charter.

The oyster·law, therefore, is based upon the principle that between high-water mark and the
publio highway of the ship-channel the land and water are controlled by the State as public
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l,roperty, to 1.>e administered for the great{)st good to the greatest number. Rhode Islanders are
extremely tcnacious of these shore and water rights, alJ(} there has been no little quarreling over
some aetions of the legislators and decisions of the courts with respect to this subject; but, upon
the whole, there has been little alteration of the original law. The general statute, in substan·
tially its l)resent shape, came into force in 1864. Previous to that time the State had let o~'ster­

groulllls at $1 rent per acre, and not much business was done.
Five out of the thirty.two towns that compose the State are situated OIl islands. The bUJs

embraced within the State and the extensive salt ponds ncar the southern eoast abouml with shell·
fish. '1'0 ascertain the extent and value of these fisberies the HlJOde Island Societs for the En·
couragement of Domestic Industry made great exertions, but without success, at the time of the
general ccnsus of 1860. A statement, nevertheless, exists in the report of lSGO that the oysters
of Ithotle Island were valued at $382,170, out of a total of about $600,000 for all thc fisberies,
excluding whaleR. In 1865 this llOint was made a special feature, ancl much fnller information
was gathered. "These statistics," says the report of the general assembly's committee, "must,
from tlle nature of the CUBe, depend to some extent upon estimates. For example, the clams on
the shores are free to all the inhabitants of the State who choose to dig them. Persons come to
the shores from all quarters, and often from distances of several miles, and dig as many clams
as tlle.y choose to eat or carry home. Xothing is cxactly known of the quantitic$ thus removed.
TilC only estimates which could be made were from the opinions of the owners of shore farms."

The following is tIJe table of tlw product of the sbell-fish industr;r as presented by tlw
cOlllmittee iu 18GJ:

I I I ;Totul vnJn<, of
l

I

Towns. Clams. I' Quaball!!'." Scallops. O"sters -
- - J' iall sheJl·fi,b.

-------- ---_!'---- .
-i BUBheI8. I Btl~hels. I Bushel.. ! Bushels. I

I~~~:~~:~~~:~::::::::::::::II j~~ i·· .. ····~~~·I::::::::::::i:::::::::J ~:~~~
'I East Grecllwlc11 _. 1,4:15 ! 339 i 0,635 1 13 \ 6,313

Wan~iek __ .i 9,1~71 2,953 1,6271 2~21 13,9~9
\ .T~mestown \ 162 i 6 ..• • ··-i·- 98

Llltle Compton _. __ , ! ••• _. __ ••••••• ; _ ,. .. •• __ ••• _""" ••••••• , •• __ ..

Mil1l1Jetown .. __ -. - __ - ---I 119 !.. __ -__ . ...... j..... __ .....1 232

~::~:~~~~~:::: :::::::!.(~o~"~,~~~:)..!:::::: :::::: ::::::1"'" -~.-;~~.: ~::~
P~rtsmouth "'1 7, 715 1 145 500 i""""""1 4,331

~~:::~::':::::::::::::::::i ~: ! ~~ ".'::::::(:::::::::1 ::
EastprOYidence,,·,,·,,"i 3,4051 830 ....•....•.. j 12.1001 19,662
l'roTideneoCity. __ , 404 I 2,966 3! 5O,4.>1)! 54,122

Charles[own . __ .1 200 I. j 1,8J2! 1,5l5
, -... rthR' t i ! i ' i

1

",0 11lgson····· .. ···i 5,740\ ],480, 870i--.-- ....... 1 6,79J
8ouf.hKingst{ln ....•...... ! 25j i ••••••. __ .... 1 18: 3,070; 3,345

Westerly ---- ..•.. -- .. 1.. -- .. --. -. __ ·1 .. __ .. ·· .. ··1 · ! 7 i 11

I Total __ -- -- -- ......·1--31,W71--~I--9:653i--7i;8941-11R,655

Although the amounts in tbe above table ought to have been double,d to represent the truth in
ca()h ()asc, on the average, yet they show that when the new law, pntting a rent of $10 an acre and
orgau;ziug the oyster interest under careful control by the State, went into operation, the wbole
value of the industry was very small, compared with the present. Since the passage of tbis
statnte the oyster interest has steadily grown in importance.

Nevertheless, there has always been more 01' less grumbling on the part of tbe owners of leases,
who Illeaded that they are paying an exorbitant rent. The general financial depression of 1873-'76
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heightened this discontent, and in the winter of 187b-'W it came to the sUI'face in a contest Lefom
the legislature, which brought up several mooted points. The great Lone of contention was nil'

construction put by the commissioners upon who were suitable persons to reeeh'e l(~ases. It was

notorious that many Boston dealers planted oj'sters antI operated business generally ill Narraguu.

sett Bay, upon ground leased in the name of some" inhabitant of the State," who might or migllt

lIot act as their agent at the scelle of operations. This practice was deemed by many native fish­

ermen au infringement of law and an injury to them. They, tllerefore, endeavored to procure the
passage of a bill thruugh the legislature making it a misdemeanor for any lessee of oyster· beds to

he interested with any person not a resident in the State, with a penalty of $100 amI a cancellatiun

of tbe lease for such "interested" connection. The result of the fight was that the bill f~tiled to

Lecome a law.

93. THE PLANTING GROUNDS OF NARRAGANSETT BAY.

EAST SIDE OF TIlE DAY.-Tradition S3j"S that oysters used to grow in Mount Hope Blt~· proper,

below the mouth of the Taunton Riyer; though but little trustworthy testimony could be outaincd

on this point. Bej'ond that, on the eastern side, no oyster-beds could be found, ancient or modern,
until Newport was reached, where now nonc are growing or planted (the city deriving all its
/Supplies from Proddence), hut where, in some of tbe larger salt-water ponds, they former]j" exi,;ted

in considerable quantities. They were described as a large, round, scalloped oyster, quite diflereut

from those anciently found in the pond on Block Island, which were said to be long, slender, amI

\'ery good. It is probable that a careful survey of ponds and inlets along the eastern bauk of tlle

SakonnetRiver and around Sakonnet Point would disclose tbe remains of many extiuct beds, and
perhaps some li\'"ing colonies of oysters. The samc ma;y be said of Newport Neck and Conanicut

Island.

The Kickamuit Riyer is an inlet of Narragansett Bay, at the extreme eastern bounda,ry of the

State, which has an entrance only a stone's throw in Width, but expands interiorly into u bay about

3 miles long and 1 wide, the narrow upper portion of which is called Palmer's River. The water

is shallow, of course, and the bottom of a very varied character. Forty-one acres bave becnleasetl,

distributed among eight planters. Native oysters grew there of good size and quality, and some

are got )'et, but the chief 'mlne of the ground is for planting; and as J'et the experiment is too
slight to afford much judgment. There seems good reason to expect success, since it used to bc a

famous place for" set." The bottom is also saitl to be filII of fresh springs, which is highlj' to its
advantage.

Westward of the Kickamuit River are Warren, Barrington, and Palmer Rivers, joining ill an

inlet of Providence Rh'er. In these three streams is leased a total of 173 acres, distributed among

thirteen proprietors, some duplicatiIlg Kickamuit, Drownville, Providencp, and Boston names.
The shell-heaps strewn upon the knolls along all four of these rivers show that the succulent
hiva]ycs bave lived in their waters since time immemorial. Occasionally the na.tural oysters are

~till to be found; and that twenty years ago many remained is shown by the fact that in 18GO all

extraordinarily large number of infant oysters" set" on the shores. These nuth'e oysters were

very large and long and slender. Their sbells were not usually very beavy, aud they were hold in

high esteem. At llresent there are none to he had of marketable size, and there are not enough
young ones to be found in these rivers to amount to anything. Nevertheless the \Yarren and the

Darrington are among the best places in Rbode Island, apparently, for oj'ster culture. Tho water

is wonderfnlly pure, sparkling, and salt, and flows in and out with a swift tide. The bottom is

VAry hard, as a rule, and in places rocky. This fact makes the oysters there come to have a round
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outline, and a firmer, better snbstance within, though they do not grow so fast as they would lying
upon mnd.

A score of years ago planting was begnn above the road and railway bridges, in Barrington
River, and among the first leases taken out was one for the acre or two of" quick-water" between
the bridges; but it is only within two or three years that operations have been extended below this
part into the main river, where the water is salt, and ranges in depth from 9 to 18 feet, over a
hard bottom.

The Virginia oysters bedded here do very well indeed. They are handled mainly by (Joe
planter. His plan is to lay 75 bushels on an area 50 feet square, distributing them by shoveling
overboard from the large crafts known as "planting-boats." Ten men, the usual number engaged
on a single cargo, will thus unload and put upon the beds from 2,000 to 2,500 bushels a day. The
Virginia oysters cost, put down, about 35 cents a bushel. On good ground the growth is gratifying,
although about one-fourth of the original number put down are expected to perish. The large
amount of cultch spread upon this gentleman's territory had thus far yielded him no return of
consequence, since he had planted with it only a few natives. On the contrary, another prominent
lessee in Warren River gave his whole attention to rearing native oysters, and paid no attention
at all to" Chesapeakes." He procures his seed, like all the rest of the dealers, from Somerset,
Wareham, Pocasset, &e_, but mainly from the Connecticut shore. Formerly he got it much cheaper,
but now it costs him from 50 to 70 cents a bushel. Tbe several hundred bushels he put down three
years ago lived well, and he now considers them trebled in value. He has adopted the plan of not
planting until June. "When the weather gets warm," he says, "the slime rises from the sand and
rocks on the bottom of the river and floats away. There remains a clean bottom, and I wait to
take advantage of this most favorable condition of things for my young oysters, that will have
a hard enough time, under any circumstances, to live tbrongh it." Being fortunate enough to have
a tract where the swift tide never permits serious freezing, he is able to wait until all his compet­
itors are frozen up, when he can sell his easily accessible stock at a large advance upon the
ordinary price, whieh averages about a dollar a bushel.

Rumstick Point juts out from the southern end of Rumstick Neck, a peninsula dividing the
Warrt>ll River from the waters of Providence River. It is the site of a dangerous shoal, and the
bottom is hard and in places rocky. There is only one owner of gronnd there, who leases 12 acres,
but it is probable that a hundred acres more will be let there during 1880.

PROVIDENCE AND THE WEST SIDE OF THE :BAy.-Proeeeding now up the eastern shore of
Providence River, at Nayat Point (which stands opposite Canimicut, and marks the real mouth
of the river on this side), 46 acres are now planted by a Providence firm. The beds are north of
the point, on the sandy bottom around Allen's T.Jedge.

The next point above this is DrownvilIe, where the oyster-bottom is owned by three men, who
uivide 25 acres. Many other dealers, bo"\> ever, make Drownville their opening and shipping point,
among them several Boston firms having large opening-honses and sllipping extensively. So many
citizens, not less than one hundred and twenty-five, are given employment, therefore, in the winter,
that the remark of one was justified: "Drownville would evaporate if it were not for the oysters."
The starfishes and periwinkles have been troubling the Drownville planters of late more than
elsewhere.

Reaehing back into the cQuntry north of Drownville, and protected from the onter bay by Bul­
lock's Point, is Bullock's Cove, a shallow estnary, by many regarded as the very best place to plant
o,Ysters in tbe whole State. It is certain that, uniformly, the best oysters now put into the market
come from this immediate neighborhood. The only reason assigned is, that the bottom has many
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springs in it, 811pplying com,taut fresh water. In Bullock's Coye 13 acrcs are taken up by two

men; but the ground at Bullock's Point (239 acres) is held by hvelve lessees.
At Sabine's Point, just alJo\-e, there is only one owner, whose tract of G! acres lies in a crescent

between the light·house and the point.' Just north, a single acre is let at Pomham Rocks; and

beyond, at Fuller's Rocks, 9 acres arc divided amo11g four persons. This brings us to Field's Point,
on the western side, the lJurthern limit of o;yster-culture, and a scene of considerable operations, 23

acres being under lease to nine persons. Sout4 of Field's Point the riyel' widens smldenl,\-, uut :he
chuunel hllgS the opposite (eastern) shore, leaYing extensi,e shallows all along the wcstern shore.

Soutlmard from Field's l~oint to Starvegoat Island (familiarl,\' condensed into Stargut Island) runs

a reef which is pretty nearly dry everywhere at lowest tide. Tllis reef was among the earliest tracts

tal.en up by the ,eteran oysterman, Robert Pettis. "Wilen, abont IS01, the starfislJes \rere depop­
ulating the beds all oyer the bay, he alone was so situated that he could get at them at low title
and destroy them, and bis good luck was the occasion of great profit to him. At StmTegollt Island
tLe beds now operated are 2i acres in extent.

There were formerl,\' natural oysters growing abm1dantly all ove1' this part of the river; but

the main deposit was just sonth of Starvegoat Island, ill the center of the tr'lct of 100 acres, uow
known to oystermen as Great Bed. This in 01<1 times was the great scene of osster-raking, f11ll1 it
is more than thirty years since tLese beds were wboll;y exhausted. Once in a ,,-hile then they llsed

to get a few enormous specimens from there, and peddle them about town at 10, 15, and 20 ccnts

each; but evell these tlisappeared long ago. The owners on thi3 bed are no less than tweut.y-one
ill number, amI at Patuxent 63 acres more are taken up by fise men.

At Gaspe Point, 10 acres, and at Canimicut Point, GO acres, botll being in a little salter and
deeper water than any of the rest, complete the list of plantations, except 1 3ere in 'Wickford Harbor

amI another at 'Vesterly.

In former J'ears beds grew naturallJ' clear up to the city of Providence, and o,\'stcrs were eYen

found in tbe "CoYe," that pretty circle of water neal' the railway !Station, the banks of which uave
been converted into n. park. Now, bowe....er, any leasing of ground north of Field's and Kettle

Poillts is impracticable and prohibited, because of the large amollnt of impurities thrown into tllc

water by the city's drainage. The few beds up there-Long Bell, West Bed, Diamond Bed,&c.­

have, therefort.', now been abandoned, and are not connted, thongh a few leases baye not quite yet
expired.

At its January session, in 1878, the Rhode Island General Assembly passed a resolution enjoin,
ing the commissioners to visit the Great Salt Ponel (also known as Powaget Pond), in Charlestown.

It lies on the southern border of the State, and communicates with the open oceall by a 11ar1'OW
inlet, which frE>qnentlj' hecomes closell by the shifting of tbe sam] in the autumnal storms. In tbis

pond the spawn of' the oJ-ster sets abundantly each year, and grows rapidly until the elosing of the
hreach connecting the pond with the ocean cuts off tlIe thiily supply of Slllt water, which causes

the oysters to die in immense quantities. If It permanent connection of this pond with the ocean
could be secured, the natural o.ysters, wlJich are of excellent qua1ity, could be grown witIt great

success, and large quantities of seed-oysters could be obtained/or stocking the oyster-beds of Nar.
ragansett Bay.

Such was the report of the. examining committee, and such is the opinion of the pc-oplo gen­
erally. Accordingly, the legislature appropriated $1,500 to defray the expense of constructing a

sort of riprap wall, in such a way tlIat the cmrents and waves should help to keep tbe breach open,

instead of closing it, and so maintain a. constant influx and efflux of sea-water. This work is not
19 GRF
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yet completed and tested. If it should succeed, a large ccw territor:1" wiII ue added to tbc o~'ster"

gTOlllllls of the State.
P AWCA'lTCI{ RIVER.-The Pal'l'"Catnck Iiiver diddes the State of Connecticnt from Rhode

Tl';land, and is subject to tides as far np 1115 \Ye15terly, at least. From a mile below 'Westerly to its
month it is iulJabitf'cl by oysters, though of poor quality, and bence of small commercial imJlor·
tance. TLese are of two sorts: one kiml, the •• rock oyster," attaclJes itself to tIle rocks aloug' tLe
shores Hnd in the bottom of the stream, and grows singiy to a good size; the other, called tbe
tt bed o.yster," grows in dense clusters, in crowded beds, and is of ycry small size; it is rarely
brougl1t to market, and is considered by the fishermen worthless to transplant on account of the
clnstcrccl condition. Sufficient painstaking in the matter would, of course, overcome this objt'c­
tion. For some years the oysters of all kinds in this rh-er have been affecteu b.y a disease which
interferes with their sale, because, 'whether for gOOt} rea&on or not, they arc supposed to be
un wholesome. The disease was (lescribed to me as producing little "boils" on the 1J0dy, inside
tlle mautle, as ncar as I could understand. It a11peared first as a greenish spot, tben became
yeHo",·, and finally turnctl into a black, rotten Jlustule. Varions causes are assigned, but nOlle are
satisfactor.y. Dry seasons, like the 1)resent, seem to angment the tliseasl', which is perhaps a
fungoid gro\'\'th that finally" eats out a hole," as the fishermen suy, and. it IS 110t essentially different
from the "greenness" of Somerset and Seekonk oysters.

A large set occurs regularly in tllis ri,er, bnt in some .rears to a greater extent than in otllcrs.
Three years ago was said to be an exceediugly producti'\"c year. Yonng oysters Were found upon
~Y('r,Ythillg all through the river, and npon some rocky points down toward the mouth they were
said to hayc been seen lying on the shore "in windrows a foot deep.'1 This is au exaggeration, no
doubt, but gins evidence that there '\Vas a vast quantity. This was immediately following a,

drcllging.ont of the ehaIlllcJ. Nothing of any account was done toward saving them to stock beds
anywIJerc. Pawcatuck HiveI' is not considered suitable for oyster·bedding to an~' extent, unless
the ground should tirst be prepared by paving tlle mud and killing out the eel· grass. TI1ere are
many impnrities in the water, also, arising from drainagc an<l the waste of many mills, print· works,
and other manufactories. In Ward's Pond, on the contrary, a slleet of water affected by the tides,
which lies four miles east of 'Westerly, is found a most excellent place for oysters, wild and culti·

Yated, but tIJe people who inhabit the sllores do little themselves and object to attemvts on the
part of ontsiders. This pond contains between one and two hundred acres, and is nearly e\'Cry
where grayelly or sandy on tlle bottom, with considerable fresh water flowing in. I was told tbat
nowhere ill this whole region did oysters grow so fast, and acquire so fine a relish as here, but not
having inspected the pond myself I cannot corroborate these glowing reports by personal obser·
vations.

Thc total area of pre·empte(l oyster-grounds in Rhode Islapd in 1879 was 962 acreti, and it is
probable that as much more grouud might be found suited to oyster-planting.

fl4. BUSINESS IN SOUTHERN, NATIVE, AND SEED OYSTERS.

SOVTHERN OYSTERS.-Thus far the bedding and fattening of Virginia o~"sters, mainl.r to be
sold opened, has b.een the most profitable branch of the business. Of these oysters about .'')00,000

lmshels are laid down annually, at present. The vessels employed in bringing tbem are mainly
owned on Cape Cod. None, so far as I could learn, hail from Rhode Island ports. The freigbt is
about 15 cents a bushel in the faU and winter, fltlling to 12 and 10 ceJ,lts in the spring, when quicker
yoyages for planting purposes can be made. What part of tlle Chesapeake Bay fnrnishes the best
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oJstl'1' for these waters is a question that, bas received much atteutioll. One gentleman told me
that be bad lost tlJe whole of two yearsl labor by tr;)'illg to put uown cargoes fmm the Rappahan·
nock. Another planter, equally e."llerienced, said thelW succeeded well enough if brought here
amI planted before the weatber became at all warm. Oysters from tile Saint :Mary and Potomac
Rivers are troublesome because mixed with many obnoxious mussels, and, besides, they do not
grow well, as a rule. Those from Tangier Sonnd arc pretty good, and are largely bought. The
general verdict, however, is that the best Virginia oyster for this bay is to be hau in the James
Rh'er. These sIlow the largest growth at tIle end of the l5eaSOIl, dereloping a haru l flinty I;hell
and wbite meats; on the contrary, I was told that at New Haven, Conn., the James Riyer oysters
cannot be usell at all. But many cargoes are planted here, the exact southern home of which is
never known.

The lasing down of southern oysters must all be doue early ill the spring. If the;)' would oul~'

sllrvjvc the yoyage as late as ,June, JIIlr. Bourne thought that month would be the best time to
plant them. When I suggested the use of steamers to expedite the transfer, he Mid it would not
llClp matters, for the jalTillg of the cargo., caused by the throb of the engine, would kill the
mollusl.s. He did 110t even allow any woou to be split on his oyster vessels for fear of this species
of llamage. Uf the half a million bushels bedded in Rholle Islunu yearly, about half are owned in
noston.

During the winter of 1878-'79, the Norfolk,opened oysters were brought to Providence in
large quantities, bnt the experiment was generally considered unsatisfactory, and but fe,,' now
eome.

NATIVE AND SEED OYSTERS.-The fattening of Virginia oysters is only half the business, tbougll
perhaps the most profitable part, in Rhode Island. A vast number of "nath"c" o~osters are raised
in Narragansett Bay, though but a portion of them arc born there. There are only a few places in
the baJo where a H set," as it is called, occurs witb all.Y regularity or of any consequence. In the'
\Varren and Barrington Rivers it has not happeneu for twent~· years, and the same is true of the
whole eastern shore, except Cole's, Kickamuit, and Seekonk Rivers. Providence River itself never
produces youug- oJ'sters now, 1101' tloes anJ' part of the western shore, cxcel1t Greenwich Bay lllJd
tlle ponds in the extreme southern llart of the State, tleriving their salt water directly from the
Atlantic. The cause of this dearth of spawn aud seed, where once every shore was populous with
it, can only be ascribed, I think, to the antecedent disappearance, througll persistent raking, of all
the old native oysters. In Cole's River a heayy "set" occurred three years ago, and from 500 to
1,000 bushels are obtained every year. In tbe Kickamuit the shores aTe dotted with infant ostreiB
annuall,Y, and supplJ' the planted beds there, while old oysters of very good quality 1\re not infre­
qnent. In uredging back aud forth thronghout the whole extent of Greenwich BaJ", the scallop­
fishers frequently take up large oysters, evidently "to the manor born," and they are now and then
seen on the shore rocks. Abont 1872 there was a ver.r large "set" here and in PotOWOlllut Rh-er,
just below. Boats came down from Providence and elsewhere and werc filled again and again.
But all of the crop left was swept away bJ' starfislIes, which were then very abundant, or was buried

beneath drifting sand amI wrack, and so no establishment of 11 natural Led there was possible. If

these ~"Ollllg oysters were not all picked out of Greenwich Bay in tlIe fall, the~' would live through
the Winter, even where the ice rested fully upon them at low tide, and "'ould soon repopulate the
ba~·. But now their annual value to anyone is insignificant and constantly decreasing.

There remains one river, nevertheless, where, uuder protection, the oJ'sters are able to repro­
duce regularly every year. This is the Seekonk, which flows down past Pawtnclwt and Providence,
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with East Providence on its left, and numerous bridges and small shipping to worry its swift tides.
The Seekonk has always been a favorite home of the oyster, and year by year the river contributes
its quota to the tongers, through a space from the 'Vicksbury lJi('l' to nearly 5 miles abo'\"e. This

is due largely to the fact that the oysters of the Seekonk, like those of the Taunton Ri ....er, are
vividlJ' green. No better reason can be assigned than in the :former case, and, like the others, this
seed, when transplanted for a few months, entirely loses its verdant tint. Seekonk o,)"sters, there­
fore, ne\'er go to market, but are all caught for tLe seed. This catching begins Nm-ember 1,
according to law, and must close on :rtfay 1. Tllcse dates arc arranged witb the purlJOSC to pre­

vent successful planting, amI so protect the fisher~'; but the planters buy as long as tIle weather
remains "open" and warm. Very little raking is done in tbis ri,-cr in the spring. The melt are
rivermen, who work at this a few wee];;s in No'\"ember and December, and the rest of the year
do other water·work. The law forbids taking more than 10 bushels in ODe day to each boat, bnt if
the seed is plentiful this law is nry often yiolated, since tll('re is no officer to watcll. Perhaps it
is a direct good effect of these regulations that 1878 and 1879 ha,e witnessed the largest J'ield of

Seekonk seed known in a dozen years. Tbe main buyers are Wilcox, Browne, 'Vall, and Adams,
of India Point; but e\'erj'body buys a few bushels who can. The catchers Ilavc to take what puy
IS offered them, but competition sometimes produces a good ra~e, the usual price heing 25 cents a
bushel. This being public ground, and Her.ybody lJaviug a chance at it (maDy of the Ileavy owncrs
send spare boats and crews up this rin'r to rake at odd times), it is impossible to come at any close
estimate of the amount of seed-oysters taken from the Seekonk during the last year. Tile truth I
belie,'e to be somewhere between five and ten thousand busIJels. It is a shapely, hardy seed, open,
ing well, and is in general demand, some planters putting it at the Lead of tIle list for its good
qualities. One ;year on its new bed suffices to remove totally the green tinge, and two ;yems to

make it marketable.
The remaiuder of the sced,o.ysters planted iu Narragansett Bay come from tbe Connecticnt

shore, East River, Fire Island, and the Great South Bay, Somerset (planted chiefly by thost) owning
l)rivileges in Taunton River), and fromnuious parts of Buzzard's Bay. I often asked which was

best, but could never get evidence of mnch sUlleriority in anyone kind. The success of a planting
does not depend on the kind of seed put down so much as it does upou a thousand circumstances

of weather, water, and bottom. Tbc seed which would do excellently in one cove would behuyc
badly in the next,3.nd 1)ice versa; individual preferences being founded upon these varying ant]
unexplained experiences. The seed from the south shore of Long Island used to be cheapest of
all, and good; but a Boston demand ran uIl the price be~'ond the pockets of Rhode Island planters.
In g-eneral, it may be said that any seed transplanted to Narragansett Bay develops into a hetter
oyster than it would ha,-e come to be if left in its native waters. ., ., .. On Block Island, mUllY

years ago, there was an abundance of small oysters living in the pond that occnpies so much of
the interior of the island. For some reasou, however, they were rarely found in a fit condition for
food, but would sen'e to transplant. The oystermen at Clinton, Connecticut, and elsewhere, used
to buy them, the price being 25 cents a bushel, delivered at their destination. The shells of these

Block Island oysters were so delicate, one planter told me, that it was eas;y to pinch your thumb
and finger through them, and often there would be so much air and fresh water held within their
Ilalfvacant shells that they would float when thrown overboard in planting, antI drift awar. All

these oysters long ago disappeared, and no cultivation has been tried to replace them.
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!l5. EXTENT OF THE OYSTEH IfCSINESS IN 187!!.
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CAPITAL LNVESTED.-Tbc nlUount of callitnl iuycsted in tbis State it is almost impossible to
corne at. It probably npproaclIcs ~n,ono,ooo, inclnding perhaps $300,000 or 8350,000 worth of seed

oysters growing on the beds. One·third or more of this propert;\· is owned in Boston, and tLe
l]eCeSSar~- money for carrying on operations comes thence, but is represe!\ted by men who also 110

more or less private planting on their owu account. Of course this is chiefly ill tlle lIanus of a

dozen or more planters on the list; the forty or fifty others will not a,-erage a greater sum Uwn

$1,000 each invested in this business, which is chiefly conducted personally, close to their ba;r-side
bomes, and witbout hired help, by seIling to home Hhippers.. The expensi,-e warehouses required

by some of the wholesale dealers aud shippers in the city of I'royidencc couut largel;y in the estl'
mate of capital iuvolved; aUlI the boats used are of It good class.

YIELD AND VALUE OF TIlE OYSTER BED::;.-Tbe yield of the beds and its value, appears in the

following table:
BUBbels.

1879. Nativc oysters produccd on beds on'ned in Rhode Islaull. 108,200

Southern oysters, llitto , ...•.......... 274,300

Xati ,'C oystcrs prolll1ced ou beils owned out of the State _ ,. 40,000
Southern oystl'rs, di tto . __ .. .. _. __ . _. __ , 2:J·"', GOO

Total Narragansett lll'ouuetion GOO, ,,00

The total Yilluc of this, and some additional anIlual business, will amount to at I("ast $600,000,

at the original wllolesale price })aid tbe producer.
PUICES AXD WAGJ;s.-The prices at which o;\'sters 'Were sold by wbolesale deaIers in the city

of Pro,-idence, during 1879, were the following": VirgilJias, in shell, selected, $1 to $1.25 per

busbel; Virginia plants, cOlllmon, 90 cents per gallon; Virginia plants, selected, $L:W per gallon f

!latiyes, ill shell, $1.25 to $1.50 per busbel; at retail, 25 to 35 cents a quart, of all kinds. Some
"fancy" lots, of conrse, brought higher rates than tlJese prcnliliug market pri(~es. Iu" Al'llold's"

auel otber restaurants tIle most palatable oysters possible arc laid upon tbe conuter to tempt the

flppetite. Those from Gaspe Point, pnrely nath'e g-rown, are recognized as the YeT.v best of all,

ancI selIJo~.'L.Qe!!UJ~piecc, They are delicions. So great an ill(Iustr.v, of course, gives snpport to

:lllUmerons bod~' of citizens in tbis district, at least dnring 11art of the year. In tbe SUU1wer so
little is done that comparatiYely fe'W are employed, this number, incl uding only the proprietors of
beds, the dealers aD!l assistants wlIo are obliged to keep their shops open, and the few men required

for catehing oysters for the feeble market, for spreading slJells and planting seed, and for watclJing

tbe saiety of the beds. Reckoning the proprietors a,s perhaps 100 in aU, the addition of the rest

employed tbe J'ear round would bring the total np to about 250; but this ,-aries considerably from
year to year. They are paid by the week, as a rule, 'Wages running from $7 to $14, amI averaging

about $10. For the colder half of the year, "the season," as it is called,· large additional help is

11ee(le<1, both on the water and in the opening bouses that are placed close to the shore at various

points, or on the wharves in the southern part of Proddence city. Taking all the o,Yster houses

together at the head of Narragansett Bny, I find about 350 openers employed. Add this to tlJe 2tJO
counted up as othcl"wise e,mployed, aud I have GOO men as the total. A very large proportion of
these mea are married; and I believe it wou1l1 Hot be unfair, all things considered, to lllultiply

this GOO by 4, which would give us 2,400 persons of all sexes and ages snpportell chiefly by the

o,)'ster industry in the Hbode Island district. I believe this is short of the trnth. The SUID of the

Wages p:li<l is somewhere about $125,000 annnally.
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SIMisties oj the oyster illtf:l"ests of the Stale for 187~).

!'lumber of planters...•.........•..........•.......•.•..••••.•... _ .

!'In: bel' of lessees iu1'379 ......••••...........••••••••..••.•..•••.••.••.••.••..•....

Extent of g:roLllHl ellltivat,eti. _ _. .. .••••. .••• . •••...•.••••....•... acres ..

Value of Sluue (about) _••... _.. ••..... _ _ .

Value of shore property (about) ..•••...• , : ...•..... _ .•.••....

Number of boats engagell ...•.....•.•......•••...•••..••••.....•....................

Value of sume with outfit ,

Number of men hired by planters and dealers through the whole year .

Anllual earllillgs of sallie _ _..

!'Iumller of men hired half the year ..

Semi-tllmual earnings of same _ __ "_'" .

:'I'llInber of families supported, exclusiye of retail trade (about) .•.••..............•..

Annual sales (1879) of-

I. Native oysters _ __ __ bushels ..

Yalue of same _••••... , ..•.......

II. Chesapeake "plants" bushels ..

Yalue of same _ _....•.... _ __ _.

III. Falle~' stock _•.....•.•.....•.••••.......... __ 1mshels..

Yalue of same .•.....•.•.•..••••••.••••....•... _. _ _ .

IV. Baltimore aud Norfolk" opeu stock" .•...•.•....... _ gallons •.

Value of same .

Valuc of oysters raise~ in Rhode Island, but mr-necl elsewhere __ _..

Total first yalne of nIl oysters prodncell in Narrngansett Bay, :muunlly.. . __ '" .

100

56
962

$15,000
$75,000

100

$20,000
150

$7;:;,000
350

$::>0,000

500

14fJ,200

8205,500

274,300
$200,000

15,000
$20,000

8,650

$5,000
$250,000
$680,500

C.-GENBRAL FISHERIES OF NE'VPORT COUNTY, INOJ.JUDING
BLOOK ISLAND.

~(j. ADAMSVILLE, LITTLE COMPTON, TIVERTON, AND VICINITY.

.ADA,1\ISVILLE.-After leaving Massachusetts, if traveling in a southern direction, the next
State bordering on tbe ocean or its bays, is Rhode Island; and, upon crossing the line between
the two States the first fishing place is Adamsville, in Newport County. The fish caught lINe nrc
cbiefly tautog and eels, both of wbich are found plentifully throughout all seasons of tbe year,
$;WC wiuter. A small amount of fisbing is doue by five men a part of the seasoD, farming being

:11wir cbief employment. The catcb by tbese men in 1880 was 5,000 ponnds of tautog and 2,000
pounds of eels, valued at $350.

LITTLE OO)IPToN.-Sakonuet Point is tbe spot to which numerous fishermeu of tittle
Compton aull the neighboring places come for the pnrpose of fishing. This point juts out into
Sakonnet River, which is an arm of Narragansett Ba;y. Into this bay flow the Providence, Taun·
tOil, and several other ri \'ers aud streams. A great variety of fish, including shad, mackerel,
bluefish, rock bass, striped bass, tautog, squeteague, Spanish mackerel, alewives, kingfish, butter­
:fish, flounders, flatfisb, cod, hake, pollock, sturgeon, and seup are taken in the bay and adjacent
waters. The last·mentioned species is uSllall~- caught in tbe greatest quantity. The Spanish
macl;:erel, cod, bake, and pollock are rare visitors. Stnrgeon are plentiful, hut, like the pollock,
arc not considered a food fish, being classed with the dogfisb, goosefish, shark, skate, and men­
haden, which are sold at 25 cents a barrel for fertilizing pnrposes. Tbe fishing grounds extend
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from Church 7s Point to 'Vest Island, a distance of 31 miles. Shore fishing is carried Oll south of

Church's Point.
For pound-net fishing the shore is didtled into twenty-one sets or sectiolls uf GJ fathom,,;.

Some of the sets arc much better than otbers. :No one can draw for a set nnless he lIas all the
gear requirc(l for fisbing. If one man has nearl.)' all the apparatus he CallJlOt draw, but a secour]

party can go in with Lim nnder a firm nUllle. This is to gi,e a poor man a chance. Thus a rich
fitter will furnish what is lacking and the poor man will do the fishing. ~o one can set nearer
than 05 fathoms to another. 'When three draws occnr in succession in one bay the one Laving the
middle set is allowed to run llis leader out till he gets abreast of the other two, but no fmtller.
The fishermen are all Americans. Two·thirds of them lea\'e home uS tbe 15th of June and ship

on the menhaden steamers and follow that fIshery the season through. Most of them are said to
be more intelligent than fishermen generally, and IllUllY of them are land owners and quite well

to do.
FIshing is generally (lone on shares, rarely any ueher way. One· third of tile gross alllOlmt

goes to the fitter and the balance, after deducting board, is distributed among the men.
Before the law required a close time many of the men used to go h&ll1e on Saturuar lligllt and

stay oyer Sunday~ but if there were any runs of fish during this time those who staid were the
only ones who shared; those who were away got nothing of the Sunday"s catch. In one iustance

all were awcl.)· from one gang bnt three men, and they got $100 each for the day's catch.
Traps have been fished Lere for 30 years or more. On the f>alllf\ place where there arc 1l0\V

seven traps there lmve been as high as eigbteen.
In tlle latter part of lVIarch notices are posted up in the town of Ti,erton tbat on a certain day

and place the subject of the Sakonnet fisheries will be discussed and the draws for the sets made.

If tllere were more than twenty-one applicatious tbe distance would be divided into shorter sets,

but tilere has nevcr yet been o,er eig-Meen applications.
It is said that in 18i9 the run of senp was ,cry great, and came in larger bodies than ewr

before known. The theory is that the spring of 187D was cold and backward, and that for this
reason the fish did not appear until 3 weeks later than usual. The first scup come in schools at

different times, some days apart, and when they strike the cold water they seem to stop. OtlH"r

schools follow, and tlley keep coming WI bye and bye the water gets warm and the whole body

"strike on" the shore at once. This accounts for the enOrmous runs of 1879. One trap took as

high as 3,000 barrels. Traps were so full that they could not be rai8ed, 1,200 to 1,500 barrels being'
taken at a time.

One year witb another, the scnp are not as abundant as forme.rl;y, though in lSi!) they were

more nnmerous than at any other time during the last fifteen :years, Fish seem spasmodic in their

movements. The year 1880 compares only with an ayerage year, while 18i9 was au unusual one.
Many of the fishermen think the great runs of fisll sometimes get by before the traps are set,

In 18i!) seven traIlS were set sonth of Church's Point, and SOlDe heart-seines around Fogland
l'oint. The fishing is carried on chiefly by traps that are set for several miles along the riwr, com­

mencingjust north of the point. The net aud leader are floated br means of corks strung together.

The following are tbe dimens'ions of tlw traps used here: Leader, 100 to 200 fatboms long. of 5·inch

lllesh j the trap itself is of box shape, 10 fathoms wide, 15 fathoms long, frOID 4 to 7 fathoms deep,
and of 2~-inch mes}l. They cost, when new, from $1,000 to $l,:!OO each. They are put dowll
between April 25 and l\f;t.y 10, and taken up a.bout June 15, durin~ which interval the scup are

running along the eastern shore. In lifting a net of this kind three boats, called working boats,

pointed at each end and capable of holding fOl-ty barrels of fi811, enter tfie mouth of the net; each
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StaHsfics of the oyster ·h>icresls of the Stale for 1879.

:Kumber of planters .. _ _ _.. __ __ ...•.••.•....... '"'' .•........

Xu, bel' of lessees in 1879 "" , .....••....••.. _..• , .

Extent of ground cultivated .•.•.. """ .•.••. .•.• . . ••...••••••..•.•• , .acres..

VUlllC of BUlUe (l\l,outJ ..........•...•.........•.•••••..•.•.•••...•.....••..•.•..••••

Value of 8hore property (about) : .•.............•.• , "'" .••••••...

:Kumber of boats engagcll .••••. """ """ ..•••• "" .
Value ofEume with outfit .

Number of lUen hired by planters and dealers through the whole year .••••.......... ,

Anl.lual earnings of same.....•........•.•. '" ...•....•.....•.•.......•.•... , .

Numl)"r ,.fmcn hire<1 half tlw year , , __ .
Se)Ili~annnal earnings of same .. __ _.. .• _ . . __ . _. .. __ ._ __ .

Number of families supported, exclusive of retail trade (about) .•.•.•...••..•..•.••.•
Auuual sales (1870) of-

J. Native oystcrs hushels ..

Value of same """ .

II. Chesapeake "plants" bushels ..

Value ofsarne .

Ill. Faney stock ........•.. , """" •.•••....••. hushels ..
Valueof~ame...••.• __ """ __ . _'.' _ __ _ .

IV. Baltimore aud Norfolk" open stoek" gallons ..

Value of same .

Value ()f oysters raise~ iu Rhode lslaml, but owned elsewhere , .

Total first value of all oysters pro<1uced in Narragansett Day, aunually "

100
513

OG:!
$15,000

$15,000
100

$20,000
150

$7;j,000
3aO

$50,000
JOG

148,2()O

$205,,,00

214,3QO
$200,000

1:>,000
$20,000

8,650
$5,000

$250,000
$680,500

C.-GENERAL FISHERIES OF NE'VPORT COUNTY, INCJJUDING
BLOOK ISLAND.

VG. ADAMSVILLE, LITTLE COMPTON, TIVERTON, AND VICINITY.

ADAl\ISVILLE.-After leaving Massachusetts, if traveling ill a southern direction, the next
State bordering on the ocean or its ba~'s, is Rhode Island i amI, upon crossing the line between
the two States the first fishing place is Adamsville, in Newport Conntj". The fish caught here are
chiefi,Y tantog and eels, both of which are found plentifully throughont all seasons of the year,
.sa\·e winter. A. small umouut of fishing- is done by five men a part of the season, farming being

thei.r chief employment. The catch by these men in 1880 was 5,000 pounds of tautog anit 2,000
llOlllH1S of eels, valued at $350.

LITTLE CO)IPToN.-Sakollnet Point is the spot to which numerous fishermen of Little
Compton and the neighboring places come for the purpose of fishing. This point juts out into
Sakonnet River, which is an arm of Narragansett Bay. Into this bay flow the Providence, Taun·
ton, and several other ri\'ers and streams. A great variety of fish, including shad, mackerel,

bluefish, rock bass, stripe..l bass, tautog, squeteagne, Spanish mackerel, alewives, kingfish, hutter·
'.fish, flounders, flatfish, cod, hake, pollcel;:, sturgeon, and scup are taken in the bay and adjacent
waters. The last·mentioned species is usually caught in the greatest quantity. The Spanish
macl;:erel, cod, hake, and pollock are rare visitors. Sturgeon are plentiful, but, like the pollock,

arc not considered a food fish, being classed with the dogfish, gllosefish, shark, skate, and men·
baden, which are sold at 25 cents a barrel for fertilizing Imrposes. The 1i.shing grounds cxteml
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from Church'.., Point to "West Island, a distance of 32 mile}'. Shore fishiug is carrietl 011 south of
Church's Point.

For pound-net fishing tlw shore is divided into twenty-onc scts or sections of G5 fathoms.
Some of the 8ctS arc mnch better 111an otllers. Xo aIle can draw for a set unless he has all toe
gear required for fishing. If oue mall has Jlearl,}" all the apparatus IJe call1lot draw, but a secoIH]
party can go ill with bim under a firm nallle. This is to give a poor man a chance. Tbns a rich
fitter will furnish what is lacking and the poor man will do the fishing. No one can set nearer
than G5 fathoms to anotber. \Vhen tlJree draws occur in succession in one bay the one h,n'ing toe
middle set is allowed to run his leader out till he gets abreast of the other two, but no further.
The fishermen nrc all Americans. Two-thirds of them lea,-e howe uy tlJe 15th of June aml ship
on the menhaden steamers and follow that fislierJ- the season throngh. l\fost of tlJem are said to
be more intelligent tllan fishermen generally, and many of tllem are land owners and qnite we]]

to do.
Fishing is generally donc ou sllares, rarely any other way. Oue-thinl of the gross amollllt

goes to the fitter and the balance, after deducting board, is distributed among the men.
Before the law requiretl a close time man;y of the men used to go home on SaturdaJ' night and

stay oyer Sunday, but if there were any runs of fish during this time those who staid were the
onlJ- ones who shared; those who were away got nothing of the Sunday's catch. In one ilJstance
all were a,w<l.y from onc gang but three men, and they got $100 each for the day's catch.

'l'raps have been fished bere for 30 J-ears or more. On tlle same place ,,-here there art~ now

scyen traps there havc been as high as eighteen.
In the latter part of March notices are posted up in the town of Tiverton that 011 a certain day

and place the subject of the Sakollnet fisheries will be discussed and the draws for the sets made.
If there were more than twenty-one applications the distance would be divided into shorter s('t:,;,

but there-has never Jet been oyer eighteen applications.
It is sai(l that ill 1879 the run of SCIlP was wry great, and callle in larger bodies tlwn en'r

before known. The theory is that the spring of 1879 was cold and backward, ancl that for this
reason tlle fish did not appear until 3 weeks later than usual. The first scup corne ill schools at
different times, some daJ-s apart, and when they strike the cold wa.ter they seem to stop. Oth.,r

schools follow, lmd tlley keep coming till bye and bye the water gets warm and the whole body
"strike on" the shore at once. This accounts for the enormous runs of 1879. One trap took as

high as 3,000 barrels. Traps were so full that they could llOt be rai~ed,1,200 to 1,500 barrels being'
taken at a time.

One ;year with another, the seup are not as abundant as formerly, though in 1870 thc;r WNO

more numerous than at any other time during the last fifteen ;years. Fish seem spasmodic ill their
movements. The year 1880 compares only with an ayerage year, while 18m was an unusual one.
)\fauJ- of the fishermen think the great run's of fisb sometimes get by before the traps arc !Set.

III 1879 seven traps were set south of Church's Point, and some heart-seines around Foglaml
l~oint. The fisIJing is earried on chiefly by traps that are set for several miles aloug tlJe ri\"Cr, com·
mencingjust north of the point. Thc net and leader are floated by llleans of corks strung together.

The follOWing are the dimensions of the traps used here: Leader, 100 to 200 fathoms long, of 5-inch
Dlesh; the trap itself is of box sIJape, 10 fathoms wide, 15 fathoms long, from 4 to 7 fathoms deep,
and of 2~-inch mesh. The~' cost, wben new, froUl $1,000 to $1,200 each. They arc put down
between A.pril 25 and l\1a.~' 10, and taken up about Jnue 15, during- which intel'\-al the SCUll arc
running along the easteru shore. In lifting a ]Jct of this kind three boats, callell working boats,
pointed at each end antl capable of holding forty barrels of fish, enter the month of the net; each
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of the lmoy lines is raised by the occupants of one boat, tile fisil retreating to the farther end of
the net. The pockets attached at the sides and eml are monlble, and when filIcll with fish can be
detached and bronght singly into harbor. The use of these pockets will readily be understo0(1
when it is learned that from a single one 3,000 barrels of fish were lauded. The end pocket is
mostly used, those at the sides only comiug into play after the end one has been filled. In 1879 many
of the nets had the three pockets fnIl at oucc. These traps are set so as to catch the fish when
they are trayeling eastward, the reverse being the case on tbe east shore of Rhode Island. In
heavy blows fish" hang" to windwanl; the nets on a lee sLore then fail to draw. The Sakollllct
traps catch only the sIlring fish that come ill to spawn.

A. single fishing gang consists of six men and a cook. Sometimes the gangs double amI even
treble up, using but one cook. When trap fishin~ is over most of the men go on the menhaden
steamers. In 1879, 7,000 barrels of scup were taken in these traps. The assertion is made that a
singlc trap in one season bas taken 6,000 barrels. The catch is sold at from 50 cents to $5 a barrcl
acconling to their abundance. About three·sixthsof the fish ~o to New York, two-sixths to Phil­
adelphia, and about one·sixth is taken by local trade. In 18m the seven traps numbered alpha­
beticall.r stocked as follows: A, $2,000; B, $1,500; C, $1,200; D, $1,200; E, $1,000; F, $800; G,
$500; total, $8,200.

During the season one salmon only and seyeral porpoises were caught. Lobsters are taken
from Ii to 10 miles off shore; four lllen follow this fishery, setting' ::;ixtS pots. Their catch in 1880

was 12,000 lobsters. The capital investell here in traps, boats, and buildings is about $12,000, amI
the value of the products in 1880 was $9,010, including 12,000 barrels of scup worth $8,200.

SAcrrrEsr NEcK.-The fishing at Saclmcst Neck, opposite Little Compton, has been carricll
OIl for many years. Capt. Ben. Tollman has fislJCd here for 70 ;rears. He emplo.rs six men
engaged in fishing with a trap that cost, wlJen new, $1,000. The catch of this trap in 1880 sold
for ahont $350 iu the :New York market. As au instance of the voracity of squeteague Captain
Tollman says he Las frcqnently taken from 40 tn 50 and occasionally 100 young menhaden out of
tlle stomach of olle fish, and he says that bluefish are equally destructive.

III 1879 the number of squeteague, bluefish, and small menhaden was extremely large. TlJc
assertion is also made that fish of all kinds are as abundant as ever, bnt that one kind will absellt

itsclf for a ycar, wlJose loss is usually compensated by an immense supply of another species.
TlJis alternation, often irregnlar, conveys the impression that fish are diminishing in numbers. The
a,erage I_rice obtained herc for scup was 50 cents a barrel.

THE TO~WN OF TIYERTON.-The menhaden fisber,}' is the principal one carried on from Tiver­
ton. This fislteryemploys twe1\-e steamers, owned here, and five schooners, with their large boats,

to carry their catch to the factories. III the line fishers for tantog there isemyloyed an old fash­
ioned well·smack of 13.98 tons, with a crew of three. men. This vessel in 1880 caught 10,000
poulllls of talltog, "alued at $800. From 2 to 7 miles below the Tiverton stone bridge, on the east­
ern shore of Sakonnet Rh'el', there are nine heart·pounds fished from the last of April until the

last of Junc. The catch consists of scup, squeteaugue, tantog, alewives, and butterfish.
NOllg11it Pond, just in the rear of thc pounds, is fished from the last of April until June 1

for alewins, four seines being usell in the pond by sixteen mell. The alewife catch of 1,200
barrpls or 480,000 fish is sold mostly through the interior by Ileddlers. The fish are smoked, or
having heen well struck with a salt pickle they are strung on sticks and hung np for a few da~-s

uutil dry. Quite an amount arc also sold to the hand-line fishermen for bait.
Tweh-e men are engaged in working the flats and beac;lhes in this vicinity for clams and qua­

hangs, amI in 1880 dug \JOO bushels that were peddled in 'the sllrrounuing country for $720.
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Fyke-nets arc fished to a limited extent during the fall and winter. The catch is almost

entirely flounders, of little "alne or amount. On both sides of tlle river from Tiverton to the point
there arc fort~--three fyke-nets set more or less of the time during' the fall. The catch b,\- the

heart-ponlJds is much less than from those nsed Oil the south and west side of Newport Islawl.
Ponuds and fyke.nets arc madl.' from tbe old, c011l1emneulmrse.seines of the menllalll.'n fleet. The

catcb by pounds is marketed at .Newport, New York, Providence, and Boston.
The capital invested in tbe fisheries of Tiyerton, exclnsh'e of the menhaden interests, is

$3,458. The catch of fisll b~- the pounds, nets, and seines in 1880 is valued at $7,274, and illclmles
814,000 pounds of the various kinds, tlle catch of alewives being 240,000 pound",. Tho 1ll0IJhalIcII

fleet took 800 barrels of mackerel in alldition to their other catch.

1\11'. D. T. Church, of Tiverton, in a letter dated September 15, ISm, says:

"~Iost of tbe fishermen from here go to Sakonnet in the spring and trap there for about it

month, then they dry tlleir traIlS and put them awa.~ for tbe year, anti don't take them cut until the
next spring. The balance are purse fishermen ibat take menhaden, and that is a large business. I

am wrong in saying the balance, for there are sOllle old patriarcbs that take fish with a book al1lllillC,
but tbey are a poor class in \l'urldly gouds, aml they cannot compete with the palmus or weirs; ill

fact, ),ook-and-line fishing in this vicinit.r always was a poor business, and the record prone's tbat
all families that depended 011 making a livi!lg by taking- fish in this ,-ieinity ill this way WeiI:'

always poor, and that was the fact before thc weir Or pound-nets were set. My father was a book­

and-line fisherman, and he educated his seven SOilS in that calling, HUll by industry he made more

than a. ]jying, but we all left it when we left him and went to taking fish 'with nets, and I tLink
llOokuUll-line fishing stunds to net fishing as "alldng stands to railroad traveling. rJIIC troul)le

with hook·and-line fishing is this, that early in the spring the fish don't llite; dming' the hot
weather the Rmall sharks that iufest this coast dl'iw~ them into the eel grass fa\' protection, umI it

is lIard work to catch them while there. In fact it is a poor business, and always was and always

will be."
In Nunnaquacket Pond, Tiverton l~our Corners, four "dnos, worth $50 each, are used mostly

for the captnre of !Jeri'jng or alewh-es. Sixteen lIlen follow this fishery and pelltlle the fish, which

arc mostly smoked, at an average of 50 cents per hundred pounds. In tLe spring tiley get 3

or 4 cents apiece for the fisb, but the price soon ruus dowu to 1 cent or les:,;. Nearly all the
people at this place are intorestC(1 in the menlwden business, either working in the factories or

running on the steamers from this Yicinity. When large schools of bl ueil sh strike iLl, sOUle lllen
fish for them forn few days, and two or three men follow the hook-and-liue fishing more or le;,:s

(lUring the summer, peddling their catch about the cOlwtry.
PORTSMOUTH AND BRISTOL FERRY.-The fishing interests of Portsmouth, opposite TiYerton,

arc eenterell in the menhaden industry. One of the largest menhallen oil amI guauo factories in
t!Je United States i~ located here. A fleet of steamers hailing from TiYerton amI Newport
annually supply this factory with from 50,000 to 90,000 barrels of menhaden, that are manufaetnrcd

into scrap and oil. The statistics of the fislleries of this town are inclnded in the summation

for the State.
Between April! nnll May 25 two sea-traps, owned at Bristol Ferr.y, are set, one at Sachuest

Beach and the other at the" 'Vash Bowl," on the west side of Rhode Island. Nineteen mell in all
are emplosed. In 1879 the nets were set a little too late, many of the schools of fisll having passed

by. It is here asserted that squeteague and uluefish are more destructive to the fisheries than are
the sea:traps. These fish hm-e increasell illllllensel~-of late years. After the spring fishing of
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18'i{) no scnp appeared until tlw miuule of ,Tuly, "hen millions came; these were too small for

market. As at otller places, tb" lllell go lllculmdell fislling when trap·fishing is oyer.
In 1879 the tmp at Saclmest Bencll stocked about $200; tile one at tlle "Wash Bowl" auout

$1,200. The greater part of tIle combined catcb was shipped to Philadelphia and sold at 50 to 75

cents a barrel.

lJ7. TilE FISBERlE~ 01,' NEWI>ORT.

PRES}(NT COl'iDlTION OF nIE l'lblllolOES ot' NEWl'ORT.-The fisbing business of Ne"IJOrt i;,;
confined chiefly to fresh fislJ, anu is carried on by ten firms. The catch is mostl~' during April,
l\Iay, aIHI June, being principally scup. 1.ater ill tIte season blucfislJ, mackerel, squeteague, 1);)88,

and SOllie other fislJ are caught. Lobsters al'l~ taken at 311 seasons amI of all sizes.

Fifty small cat· rigged bouts are used by the local fishermen ill the near wuters of NarragmJsett
Bay and Long Island Sound, fisbillg more or 11'88 of tile time until NoYember, after wbich tlie

season lllas be cOIl:,idered oyer nIltil April. Tbe leading catch b;y these small boats is lobsters,
which are caugl1t in the 1,."iOO pots set about tLe islands of th~ ba.r amI Long 181a11(1 Sotlud.

Tautog, bluefish, squeteague, bass, amI eels, with a less HIDOllut of mallY other species, aw inclnlled
in the catch of tbe boMs. T1lese are takell by hand-lines awl llets. The largest part of tbe fish
wIdcll are marketeu or shipped froUl hel'c are taken bS "heart-pounus and square netted traps."
There are twent:y·fiye heart and eight I'quare tmps set in this yjcinity about Newport, Conanieut,
and PrudelJce Islam1s. These traps and pounds are located as foHo,....s:

LQcution. Heart. Square.

On X e"·port lslnntl :
Xorth~1nHt sitleon ~flkoDI:(~tniH~r._ .~~ •... _.... 4· <

East 81<le at Sllcbuest Xeck......... 2 i
ED.t side Boat·Houae Point. ,._.... 1 :

South end Goosclwrry Island __ .. 1 :
South end Price'. Xeck, 1 d011blc __ 1
Southwest side Brenton'f.j Point .. ~ , ...• _.. _... 2
Southwest sidcPilJoTrce ... _ .,._ .. _ .......•.......
Son1.hw('st, ~idc Dr{"lltoo"S COYC . __ .. _•... "•• _.••••. .3

West si<1o Coddington's Cove toCoggsh,,1l Point.. 8
On Conllnieut lslan<l (on both sides) , _. .. 6
On llnldence leland (on west ~ide) _ _ _..... 2

Total. .. 25

Tne square traps are put down the last of April, amI usually taken up about the first of JUlie,

being anchored in from 4 to 7 fatboms of water, with a leader from the shore from 100 to 150

fathoms long. The heart p.olUlds are put down at the same time, the twine being fastened to small

piles driYell into the gronnd, in from 25 to 35 feet of water. A small part of tbem are fished until
October, but most of them only during the spring and early summer. In case the lwart.pound is

located Oil rockj' bottom, the poles are held ill place by cast·iron "feet" weighing 500 pounds each.
These are cast for tlle purpose, are of circll1nr form, witb a 1101e ill the center for the water. Iu
working a square trap eiglJt men to each are usually emploJ·('d. Tbe lJemttrnp, when used single,

has three men. \Vbcn two or three beart·traps afe fi8he(] bS 0I1C ihm, IJ('jng set ll('arone another, a­
sing-Ic team of three to fisc Illell will fellu them. The catcb from tlJese thirty-three traps during

1880 amounted to 4,185,300 pounds of eatable fish, five·sixtbs or whidl were SCllp. This amount of
:fish was distributed as follows: New York recch'ed three·sixths; Philadelphia, two-sixth!,!; Provi·

dence, the near inland cities and local trade, one-sixth. One·tbirtl of the New York amI Philadel-
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pbia shipments were forwarul'U b~- steamer from Xl'wport, packeu ill barrels of about 180 pounds

of fish with 30 pounds of ice l'ach, and boxes of 300 pounds of flsh with 50 pounds of icc each; and
two-thirds b;y sailing n'ssel iced ill bulk. TIle mones paid the fishermen for the catcll ill 1880,

$33,907.50, is quite an item, ~-ct the chief yalue of the catch is in givilJg so large an alllount of

good food to the laboring classes in the cities, hy whom it is mostly used, at a Yery low cost; the
first-cost value being les8 tlUlD tlnwfourtll8 of a cent 11 pound. To this of course mnst lw added tlJ('

additional expense of placing the same ou tue market.
The Newport fleet of fishiIlg vessels includes se,'en sail, aggregating 100.86 tons, and manned

by thirty-two men. The gross stock of these vessels in 1l:'80 was $13,200. The catch comprised
172,000 pounds of COd, 30,000 pounds of swordfish, 130,000 pounds of tautog and other species, am}

116,250 pounds of lobsters. The catch of llouuds and traps was 3,487,750 ponnds of scup, aud
fJ97,550 pounds of other fish, and the catch of small boats was 350,000 pounds of fresh fish and
160,000 lobsters, haYiug a total value of $51,757. The number of men employed in these shore

fisheries is two hundrell and !ieventeen, aull the capital invested is about $40,000. The value of

the vessels and their outfit is included in the summation for tlle State. The lobsters arc all solt}

fresh, mostly in Providence, tbe near inland cities, and horne local trade; very few being sent to
New Yorl. or BoStOIl.

OS. BLOCK ISLAND AND ITS FISHERIES.

DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLAND AND ITS FISHERIES.-Of the llJ:m;v blands along tIle Xe\\"

Englund coast, Block Island is cne of tbe most interesting and possesses many features of ol'igi­
uality. This island is about 8 miles long, and is of peculiar formation, consisting of a snceessioll
of hills and Yalleys, with over a hundred fresh-water ponds scattered here and tIJere. The bills

extend all over the island, at some places reaching to the water's edge, forming high bluff.;, ;11ll} at
other places retreating inland, thus lea\'ing tbe water's edge bonlered with small beaches. Some

of the hills are quite high; Beacon hill, the highest, bas about 300 feet elevation. From this 11ill
a magnificent view is obtained, not only of the entire island, but far awa;y to the shores of Long

Island, 18 miles distant, and to the main shore of Rhode Island, 12 miles away. Point Judith is

a prominent landmark and Newport can be seen ;::0 miles to the northeast.

The ponds are scattered all over the island, some of them near the highest poillts and others

near tbe sea·level. The water of the near·shore llonds, although fresh ellol1gh to he drunk by

animals, is too brackish for domestic use, so that the inhabitants depend mostly upon cistern water.
The largest of the ponds is named Great Pond, and was so called by Roger Williams in 1M!). It

is said to cover 1,000 acres, and is about 3 miles long bJ' 1:!- miles wide. Its mllximnm deptlJ is 12

fathoms. A narrow roadway that is often overflowed separates this pond from the sea. By Illany
this pond is supposed to be sustained by spriugs flowing from the surrounding hills; others claim

that it is supplied from the ocean by tlIe water filtering tlIrough thc sandy beach, and that its
brackishness is caused by a partial evaporation of the salt. Enough salt is retaiuell from this

cause as well as from the overflow from high tides and storms to sustain oysters alld other shell­

fislJ lip to about half-growth, at which time they die. A breach through the beach into the sea is

much needed, and this question is now agitated by the inha,bitants. 'With a small outlay thOll­
slllHls of bushels of fine oysters could be made to add to the ;yearly income of the fislH'ries.

At present the fishing industrJ is, as it was two hundred j'ears ago, tue main reliance of the
inlmbitants. From April 15 to June 1 they fish ()fl" tbe southeastern eud of the islanu, at a

distance of 6 to 10 miles, and oft· the southern side at a distance of 2 llJiles from shore. 1'108t

of this spring' fisbing is, however, on'r by ~Iay 15. Tbe catch is mainly cod, wuich annually
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visit these grounds in spring and fall. The best grounus are Coxswain's Led~e, TlJe Bunk, and
Coggeshall's Ledge, ull of them from 12 to 30 miles south amI southeast of the island. Thither
Humerous open, two·masted sail·boats plow their ways wben the cod-fishing seaSoll is at hand.
TlJC daily routine of a fisherman yisiting these led~es for cod was graphically described as follows
in the Providence Bulletin, April 2(;,1873:

"A fisherman's life is a hard life. and Call fishing in open boats taxes physical ,-itality to a
degree "hich is hardly realized uy those unacquainted with its bards11ips. Tlw fisberman leayes
home at from 12 to :~ a. m., goes to the lwrbol' and starts for the fisbing ground. It is well if he
lws It breeze of wind, better if it be fair, 1mt if perchance, as often bappens in spring, during tbe
latter 1)Urt of tIle night there be no wind, he must get out his oar and help row the boat to the
fishing gronnds 10 or l:l miles away, and there is a vast dilf"erence between rowing a wherry for
pleasure and rowing a heavy fish-boat capable of carrying from 2 to 20 tons. He arrives at the
fishing ledges, 3nq, if t11erc are plenty of fisll, stands up and hauls fish with a 30-fat,hom line and
heay,Y lead (for there is a strong tide here) for three or four hours, and there is no barder work than

ll3uling heavy fisb. It would Jluzzle a novice to stand up in one of these boats in good weather,
but when the wind blows and there is a bad swell running, the boat ends up and down and rolls her
gunwales under in a manner that would be apt to try not Ollly the muscles but the nerves and e"en
the stomachs of those who were not experienced fishermen. About 2 o'clock in the afternoOll he gets

uIllIer way and comes !lOUJe. Then IJis boat is to tie up, his fish to be brought asbore in a skifi' or
small boat, then the.y arc thrown Ollt on the beaclJ, divided, dressed, washed, carried up a steep
bank in hand-barrows known as 'kids' and salted. This usually takes about two hours, and he
seldom gets home before sunset. Theu, if he thinks he bas sufficicnt bait, he cats his supper and
goes immediately to bed. If lw bas but little bait he must look up some that is fresh, sometimes
tnn-cling two or three miles to catch some alewives for the next das's fishing. In rough weather
his work is increased and intensified, and the uninitiated know but little of the labor amI exposure

endured in 'beating in from the edge of tho bank in a nortber.' ""Vheu the captain says' Start,'
the first thing to be done is to reef tlw sails and get the anchor, and in rough weather the crew of
the larger boats have enough to do before the anchor is at the bow. It is not an uncommon cir­

cumstance for tbree or fonr good men to be from half an bour to an bour in getting the anehor on
boun1 of one of the larger boats. Then sail must be hoisted before the boat falls off in tbe trough
of the sea, and by the time the sails are up and the sheets trimmed aft tbe crew are ready to drop
down with exhaustion; but now the pumps must be manlled and one man stationed at tbe fore­
sheet (the helmsman attem1s to the main-sheet), wbile the captain, his eyes almost blinded with

sproX, watcbes the seas und eases the boat over them as best he can.
"I have only descriiJed tbe modu,~ operandi of beating a boat to windward in wbat would he

termed, in fishermeIJ'S parlance, a 'three-reef breeze,' but the boats are occasionally caugllt down
to leeward in some terrible periodical storm, and then they get home somehow, though no seafaring
lllall not acquainted with their sea·going qualities wouhl suppose the boats could live a minute·

It would be difficult for ony one to atteml)t to say how rough a sea would have to be or how bard
the wind would baye to blow to prevent a large Block Island boat, with a good crew, from going
to willliwani nnller close-reefed sails. I know of no case on record where one of the large boats,
in good working condition, with good spars amI sails, has been absolutel,Y compelled to keep off
and I"lllJ to leeward. In fact, !5ome of them would Jlrobably live as long, if not longer, on the wind
tball they would before it."

From October 15 to November 1, dogfish are caught for their oil and for fl.'Itilizing purposes,
aftcr which datf', anu extending to January 1, cod again become abundant; this time about half n
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mile from shore, off the northeastern side of the island. These codfish are seldom large, a,eraging
9 pounds; bnt, being thick fish and carefully cured, they stand high in the markets. The grounds
abO\'c enumerated are visited by Connecticut and l\lassacllllsetts fisherlllell, as well as by Block
Islanders. The latter always fish with hook and line, being decidedl.y opposed to the use of any
allparatus unlmown to their ancestors. T1H>~' r<>gmd the fisbing gronnds as their own property,
amI only ask the "foreigners" to let them alone and to keep at a distance with trawls and other
modern appliances.

The spring catch is placed iu pickle for four l1ars, spread on flakes until thoroughly cured drr,
and then sent to marl,ct. Tile fall catch is retained in pickle until it is wanted, and is tIlen dried
the same as the spring catch. All codfish are cured before ~ ali:; most of the catch beiug marketed

in Rhode Island and Connecticut.
Although the leading catch on the fislling grounds about Block I~laUll is cod, yet numerous

other sllecies are found in greater or less abundance. One of the most important species outside
of cod is the large bloater mackerel that frequently visit this vicinity iu the spring of the year.

During 1879 hundreds of barrels of these fish were caught. They measured 16 to 19~ inches in
length, weigbetl from It to 3 pounds each, aud sold for $:?O to $25 a harrel. These fish appear
irregularl~'.

The boats used by Block IRland fishermen are ver.y peculiar ill cOllstruction. TlIer are Rharp·
pointed at each end, 20 to 25 feet long on the keel, a few attaining 29 feet, 32 to 4 feet deep, with

open deck and lap-streak sides, of schooner 01' sloop rig, chiefly the former, witll narrow tapering
sails, small masts well forward, with no shrouds, registering from [) to !) tons, anti worth $250 to
$800 each. From their odd appearance, which is increased llY their lying vcry low ill the 'water,
thej' immediately attract the attention of a stranger. They are most excellent sea·boats, and, in
the hands of a practical island fisherman, are as hard to drown as 11 (luck, and rarely lost. Tbere

are twent.y·three of these vessels, aggregating 199.35 tons and carrying eighty·fi,e men. In addi·
tiou to these "double·enders" there are fifty small boats of Jess than 5 tOIlS register, with crews of
l""o men each. These follow the same fisheries as the larger vessels.

In 1867 net·fishing 011 a limited scale was introduced. In April, 1879, two heart·pounds were
set on t1le west and one on the north side of the island. Tbey remained down until September 1 to

September 15. Fish were found to be plentiful; but, on account of the exposed position of the
island, it is doubtful if pound-fishing willllrove very profitable. In these nets squeteagne, bonito,
scup, and. tautog were taken in 1879. Spall ish mackerel ha,e been occasionally taken. The
catch of the pounds is shipped to New York in ice usuully by sailing vessels interested in tbe
pounds. Bluefish are caught and used at home by the hotels. Lobsters are caug-ht, but mostl.\'

by the Connecticut fishermen, only 150 pots being set by the Block Island fishermen. Irisllmoss
is found in abundance. This is gathered, and has been since 1850, in warm weather by "'omen and
children; then it is washed and dried (many washiugs being requisite before it is bleached) and
sold to the grocers, who, as a sufficient quantity accumulates, ship it to the wooleu and flannel

mills of Connecticut. TLc crop in 1880 was 400 barrels.
As only a small part of the year is gi,en to fishing, ample time remains to cultivate the gl'Ound.

:Nearly all of the island is under cultivation or nsed for grazing, the land being well fertilized by
refuse fish and seaweed. The latter is gathered in large quantities for tllis lmrl,ose. It is esti·
mated that o"er $30,000 worth of fertilizing products are so used each year. Each farmer or fisher·
man gathers any amount he may wish free of cost, except for his time and team.

The capital invested in the fisheries at Block Islal1d in 23 Yessels with their outfit, 60 shore­
boats,12 gill-nets, 3 ~ds, 150 lobster·pots, and otber apparatus, is $28,040. The number of
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persons employed is 263. The products in 1880 are valued at $36,824, and consist of 748,720 pounds
of dry cod, 300,000 pounds of fresh fish, 120,000 pounds of refuse fish for manure, 6,000 pounds of
lobsters, 3,250 gallons of fisll.oil, and 24,000 pounds of Irish moss.

HISTORY OF BLOCK ISLAND.-The earliest records of this island date back to the year 1524,
when the French navigator, Verazzano, reported to Francis I, King of France, that the island was
in shape triangular, about three leagues from the mainland, full of hills, covered with trees, and
welll)eOpled, for" we saw fires all along the coast."

This opinion of Block Island was doubtless formed at a distance from the island itself, for the

first record obtained of a landing was dated 1614, when the Dutch explorer, Adrian Block,
explored the coast and gave to it its present name. In 1636 John Oldham, a trader from Boston,
while landing to trade with the Narragansett Indians, was murdered by them, for which act an
expedition was sent under Col. John Endicott, to punish the Indians. After executing their com­
lllillsion they explored the island and established a claim by right of conquest.

The Indians "llo first dwelt on the island called it Manisses, after the name of their tribe.
The first explorer called it "Claudia," in honor of the mother of his king, Francis I. The Dutch
maps of 1G14 have it marked" Adrian's Eyland." Abont the same time appeared the name Block
Island. In 1672 it rcceived the additional m.me "New Shoreham," at which time also a charter
was given tu it by the Rhode Island assembly. The island was once covered with trees, but they
have '''ell nigh disappeared, so that now only a few scattering trees can be seen.

A town record of April 14, 1702, states:
"Capt. Jollul\Ierritt brought before us one John Meeker for being a delinquent for absenting

himself from out of said Merritt's employment, oeing his sen-aut for thc fisbing season, for 40
shillings ;l. month, witll 6llOtmds of brend and G ponnds of pork a weel" for the which considera­
tions the saill Meeker did promise to him his faithful service till the middle of June, or there­
ahonts, as by witness on oath doth apI)ear before ns. We, therefore, determine and gh-e our

judgment that the said Meeker shall perform the said conditions as aboyc said. The 40 shillings
per month is to be paid in cunent mOlley of this colouy, with cost of court, which is 1 shilling for the
constable'/:; fee, and 2 sbillings for other charges which said :Meeker is to pay.

"Giyen under our hands.
"SIMON RAY, Sen. Wm·den.
"ED'VARD BALL, Dep. WU1'flen."

In 1670 the legislature first took action for the improvement of the harbor for "incouraging
fishing designs," and in 1723 the legislature again granted aid in building a new pier "for the

encouragement of the navigation of the colony, especially the nsheQ'."
In 1695 one Robert Carr was engaged "to be forward in making a harbor and promoting the

fishing trade." In later ~rears storms swept away the piers, Which were in 1816 replaced with
white oak poles, or small piles drh-en into the beach. These offered littlc protection in rough
weather, and the fishermen on stormy da;ys were compelled to use oxen in hauling their boats out
of danger's reach. The piles above alluded to were 12 to 15 feet above water, and were far

enongh apart to allow small vessels to pass in between. As business increased more poles were
added, until in 1876 there were 750 of them, hence the name" Pole Harbor," the first object of
attraction to eyery stranger. To these relies of old times the fishermen still make fast their
boats; but the old piers are superseded. by substantial breakwaters of granite, built b;r the Go'-·
ernment. On February IG, 1870, Congress appropliated $30,000, and on October 22 of the same

year the work was commenced. In 1871 an additional al)propriation of $75,000 was made, and in

•
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1872 another of $50,000. The total fX}lcnditnre, therefore, ",as $155,000. This pier has been of
great l5erdce, .Yet it is incomplete, and large appropriations are still necessary.

Block Island has two light-houses, one on the northwestern end, known as Sandy Point,
on which spot four ha,e been built, tbe first one baying been erected ill 1829, and the other on the
southeastern end, built in 1874. This is a two-story brick dwelling, with octagonal tower, and cost
$75,000. It is on a bluff, 152 feet above low water, the light being 52 feet from the ground. It

was first used on February 1, 1875, and is yisible 35 miles out at sea. One Imndred feet to the
southeast of this light is a fog-horn, blown by steam. Two life-saving stations, Nos. :.! and 3, of
district 3, ha,e been established, tbe aIle in 1872, the other in 187,.1. The fishermen constitute the
crews. A signal station was established on Jul.y 28, 1880, and connects with the main land by
cable.

A most remarkable feature of the administration of law on Block Island is that it boasts of
not a single law,Yer, policeman, or jail. Tbe total population is 1,208, nearly all of whom are natins.
The same names are found now whicll were common in the early histor~' of the settlement. The

inhabitants are industrious, frugal, and contented. Tbe children are well provided with schools,
there being five common 8cllo01s and ODe higll selloo1. Tue two cllurches on the island belong
to the Baptist denomination. The island has lodges of Free Masons, Odd Fellows, and Good
Templars, two ministers and a doctOl'. There nrc quite a number of summer hotels, some of them

quite large, fine bnildings, and nIl of them owned and mauuged b.r the islanders. The first botel
was opened in 1842, ~ll1d tbe first pleasure party entertnined there numbered seven persons, one of
whom was Martin Van Burcn. Of late years the island has become well-known, and is annually
visited by llUmlretls for health aud pleasure.

D.-GENERAL FISHEIUES OF BRISTOL, PROVIDENCE, AND
KEN11 COUNTIES.

00. FISHING TO\VNS FItOn! nmSTOL TO WAUWICK NECK.

BRISTOL AND \VARREN.-Bristol is situated nearly at tue head of Bristol Harbor, an ann of
Narragansett Bay. The fishing grounds are off 'Walker's Island, in the ba,;)~ opposite Bristol Cit.v,

at the head of Bristol Harbor, and in Mount Hope Bay. Fiyc heart·pounds are used from the last
of April until September. In the spring, alewh'es, scup, and sIlad are taken; ancll;lter, squeteague,
tautog, bluefish, flounders, and eels. In winter a small amount of fishing is carried on by fyke­
nets, t11e catch of which consists mainly of flounders. At tIle northern End of Narragansett Ba,}'
fish become less abuudant, possiblJ' owing to the pollution of the water by the refuse from tIle
numerous factories. A few lobster pots are set about tlJe ledges and islands. The boats used at
Bristol are all catrrigge<1, with the exception of one sloop, one ;yacht, amI small skift·s for the traps.

Each of tIle heart,pounds requires the attention of two men. A good week's produce is estimated
at 1,000 pounds. There is a small amount of hook-and·line cod fishing, also sword fishing, from a
1510011 at the lower end and outside of the bn;)'. Oue seine and olle gill-net are also in nsc at Bristol.
About twenty-five eel-pots arc set in the bays.

Fishing at this place has deteriorated to such an extent that mallY of the men haye left tbc
business and have found employment in the Bristol rub~rworks. Large numbers of tlc8tructin~

fish are caught in the traps, and for that reason one would suppose tlJat the smaller species would
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increase yearly in ubuntlauce. One-third of the 1879 catch was sent to .Kew York and Providence,
the remainder being consumed at home. The lobsters are all sold in Bristol.

The capital invested at Bristol in traps, boats, and fixtures, nets amI seilll's, and a small sloop,
is $2,65.1. The value of the products is $4,755, and comprise 100,000 pOllnds of fresh fish, 30,000

pounds of swordfish, 5,000 pounds of eels, and 23,000 pounds of lobsters.
Warrc)) represents the northern limit of the fishinginclustry in Narragamsett Bay, with but a

small amount taken here. Duriug the spring five lwart-pouuds are fished for shad in the \Yarren
Rini-.near its outlet into tile bay. The catch of 1880 tn'craged 1,000 shad to each 1lOund, of an
a~lilrageweight of 3k ponnds ~ach. Two·thirds of the catch was sold at Providence and one·tbird at
}Varren mid Bristol. Clams are found quite plenty. On an average twelve men in the summer and
four during the winter work the clam flats. Six men with three small sail-boats and eig-hteen
dredges fish the scallop·beds during the season, which by law lasts from September 15 to May
15. The State law also limits the catch of each boat to 15 bushels a day. The law as to quantity
is not as generally observed or enforced at the various fishing stations as the time; the close

season being quite generally obser.ed. Scallolls are sold at New York and l'l'Ovidence; clams at
the latter city and at Rocky Point, Rhode Island.

The capital invested in the fisheries of this placc in fi,·c heart-traps, three scalloping boats,
eighteen dredges, and ten boats with fixtures for clam digging, amounts to $1,872. The products
for 1880 are 5,000 sbad, 2,500 bushels of clams, and 1,000 gallons of scallops, worth $3,862.50. The

number of fishermen cIDlllo;rcd six months ill the ~rear are eighteen, all of them Americans.
P AWTUxET.'-Pawtuxct is located OIl the Providence River, 4 miles soutb of the city of Provi­

dence, and is the clam town of tbe State. The main business of the place is tbe fishery for clams and
scallops. Sevent.y-fh·e men are engag(d most of the year in that industry or in net fishing. DUl'ing

the summer season nearly twice that number are engaged, and the average number for the year
is one hundred. The products of 1880 amount to 40,000 bushels of clams and 10,000 bushels of

scallops. The latter are always opened before they are sent to market and many of the clams.
This gin's employment during' tbe lmsy season to one hundred persons, mostly women and
ell illlren.

Clams are dug on both sides of the Providence RiYer. Of late years some complaint has been
mutle of their not being as plenty as in former years. During 1880 large clams were not us
abundant as uSllal, but small clams were more plent~· than for years and give promise of a bountiful
supply in the future. During the summer months most of the clams are used at the summer
resorts, where they sell from $1.25 to $1.40 a bushel. Providence and the local trade take any

surplus. A small amount are forwarded to Boston. The price during the winter is from 75 cents
to $1 a bushel. An average price during the year being $1. Scallops are shipped to New York
and to Providence for a market.

From .April until November scup, tantog, squeteagne, and bluefish are tuken in seines and
nets, twelve men fishing them in }[ollnt Hope and Greenwich Baj-s. Eels are plenty. They are

caugbt neal' home amI sent to New York. Olle smack, 26 feet long, is useil; the other boats are
of the skiff l)attern. Two gill-nets are fished; each is 115 fatho:n;Js long and 21 feet' deep. Tb£>y
are made of 4 to 4i inch mesh. In these nets are caught bluefish and sea-trout. An aYernge day's
catch is 50 pounds, although 1,000 pounds have been taken in one day hy one gill·net. The two
seines are 100 fathoms each ill length and 15 feet deep. The mesh is 3i inches. Three men nrc
required to haul one of these nets, which are fished from March' nnW September. The species

chiefly taken is scup. The average daily catch is 200 pounds, taken at about five hauls of the Det.
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In September a hundred eel-rIOts are fisbed near the town, and succeed very fairly. Six years ago
the net fisbing produced results six times as larl{e as at present.

The investment in this place amounts to $3,130 j and the products, which include 40,000

bushels of clams, 10,000 busbels of scallops, aIHI 37,500 pounds of fresh fisb, are worth $47,100.
The number of persons employed is 175.

WARWICK COVE .AND WARWICK NECIL-During the summer nine men fish in Warwick Cove
for bluefish anu three at the Neck for tantog. Some band-lining is also carried on from the boats
during April, Mll~-, and .Tune. Most of the meu here give up fishing during the summer and 11ire
their boats to pleasure parties. This is a good indication of the state of the fisheries.

Two men fish for eels. In ]870 two tons of eels were shipped to New York. wllere thE'Y sold
for [) cents a pounel. :Most of these eels were speared in the winter.

100. THE FISllEHIES OF APPONAUG AKD EAST GREENWICH.

ApPONA1JG.-Apponaug is 12 miles south of Providence, at the northern end of Greenwich

Bay. In past rears it has done considerable fishing; of late years the business has largely de­
creased. The fishermen claim that chemicals and refuse from the large print-works have dri,-en
away the fish and killed eyer;y clam in the immediate vicinity of the tOWll.

There is quite a little fieet of sail-boats owned here b.y tbe fishermen. At least onebalf of
them are chiefly used for pleasure parties. On the average nine are useu for fishing purposes.
Hand-lines and seines are used. by the fishermen ill Greenwich and Narragansett Bays. The catch
consists of bluefish, sqlleteague, tautog, flound~rs, and seup, mostly eaugh t in the spring; no winter
fishing. The leading prouuets of the fisheries are clams and scallops. Tl1e same men follow
line and net fishing and dredging, each in their season. The scallop beds are quite extensive and
productive, extending from Wickford, 011 the south, alol1g the west shore of Narragansett Bay, into
and on both sides of Greenwich Bay, to Warwick Light, on the north, a distance of 20 miles. The
boats average 4 dredges each, which are useu in about 2 fathoms of water. The catch, from 3,000

to 4,000 bushels a year, is brought home and shelled. The opening is mostly by girls, some thirty
being eml)loyed during the busy season. They receiyc ]:!~ cents a bushel for shucking. Clam8 of
the various kinds-round, long, and qualull1gs-are found ill ahundance on Prudence and Patience
islands, the shores of Providence River, and Greenwich flay.

A novel feature of the fislling industry is a small steamer of 10 tons, from tbis port, engaged
cxclusively ill gathering clams, and probably the onl~' one so engaged in the United States. The
steamer visits the numerous beds along the shores mentioned, where captain and crew of from six­
teen to twenty men take on their cargo direct from the beds. The;y also stop at points along the
shores and buy from the diggers, but rely clliefiy on tllCir own digging. The cargo is taken to Hoel,y
Point, Kent County, the celebrated resort of thousands for clam-bakes. The entire season's work
of this steamer is contracted for in advance by the hotels, and to insure the clams a steamer is
re(}uired. The catch of this steamer in 1880 was 5,000 bushels of clams, worth $7,000. Some idea

of the amonnt of clams annually consumed at this celebrated roasting place may be judged by
those who have oftcn seen over 10,000 persons at a time at a Rocky Point clam-bake. There are
also numerous other well-known points along the beautiful waters of Narragansett Bay that are
noted for their clam·bakes, and yearly consume large quantities of shell·fish, but the one mentioned
is the leading one.

The catch of fish by seine and hand-line is mostly sold at Providence. In case it surplus hap­
pens in that IDluket they are forwarded to New York, all being solu fresh. Scallops are mostly

20 G R:F
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sold in New York; clams, chiefly used at the summer resorts in their season and Bold throughont
the near towns amI cities at all seasons.

The investment in the fisheries of Apponaug in 1 steamer, 9 sail-boats, 36 scallop-dredges, 4
seines, 30 small boats and fixtures, and the fish-houses, is $4,609. The catch includes 3,300 gallons
of scallops, 6,000 bushels of clams, and 37,500 pounds of fresh fish, worth $11 ,975. The number of
persons employed is 38.

EAST GREENWICH.-East Greenwich is located at the head of Greenwich Bay, in which fish­
ing is carried on for six or eight months in the year. Seines, gill-nets, and fyke-nets are used.
The same species of fish are taken here as at Apponaug. The fishing b~- Greenwich men if!
extended as far south as Newport; bnt, wherever they go, a scanty Ihing only is their reward.

The gill-net fishery is the 1lI0st important. These nets are set in about 4 fathoms of watl'r.
Sandy Point is a noted bluefish ground. The boats used by the gill-netters are those which have
already served as seine·boats and will yet fill the place of scallop-boats later in the season. June
and July are the two best months for gill-netting. Eleven nets arc used; they are each 75
fathoms long and are made with a mesh of 4 inches. In these DO fisb of a less weight than 2

pounds are taken.
Four eeines, each 100 fathoms long and 12 feet deep, of 11 to 2·inch mesh, are used. Each

seine requires the labor of three men. Al)ril and Ma~y are the best months for this fishery, but it

is kept up by some all the year round. In addition to bluefislJ, these seines catch squeteague and
tuntog. Before mClllladen steamers were so extensively used one seine would at tImes catcb 250

barrels of menhaden at a single haul.
About a hundred fyke-nets are set in Greenwich Bay, close inshore, under the ice. Very

little hook-aDd-line fishing is done.
Near Greel1wiellnumerous scallops 311£1 clams are taken. The. former are outained by dred~ing

the ueds bet\'reen Greenwich and Wickford, from September 15 to May 15. Clams are dug OIl tlw
main shore and near islands at all seasons, but chiefly doring the summer. The scallops are

shipped to :New York and Providence or are used for local consumption. The clams are sent to
Providence and the summer resorts, any balance being reserved for borne trade.

The capital invested in East Greenwich in 16 sail-boats, 12 row-boats and fixtures for clamming,

75 dredges, 4 seines, 11 gill nets, 100 fyke·nets, and fish·houses, is $5,190. The catch is valued at

$12,500 amI includes 6,000 bushels of scallops, 4,000 bushels of clams, 5,000 pounds of eels, and
125,000 pounds of fresh fish. The number of persons employed is 50.

E.-GENERAI.I FISHERIES OF WASHINGTON COUNTY.
]01. FISHERIES FROM WICKFORD TO NARRAGANSETT PIER.

WICKFORD.-Wickford is a small place, situated on the west side of Narragansett Bay, 12
miles northeast from Newport, a steamer from the latter port connecting with a branch of the
Shore Line Railroad to this port.

A small amoont of fishing is carried on in cat-rigged boats and skiffs by hand-line fishermen;
also by nets and traps. Four heart pounds arc set on the west side of the bay, north and sonth of
the harbor. They are fished from the 1st. of .May until November. Boats fish allover the baJ,

and during a small part of the year outside for cod. Eels are found plenty, and are taken by traps
and spears. l~yke-netsare mostlJ' fished dnring the winter; t.he lca~ing catch by them is flounders.
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The leading catch by the traps is squeteague, tautog, butterfisb, and scup; the scup are not
as plenty here as at the lower end of the bay. A few Spanish mackerel are caught. The catch
is sold to Providence, Newport, and tbe near home local trade. Lobsters are mostly 150M to the

Humerous summer hotels and local trade. Quite an amount of refnse fish are caught, consisting

of menhaden, skates, and sculpins. These are all saved and sold to farmers for fertilizing, seIling
for 25 cents a uarrel.

Lobsters are taken from Februar.y until the next winter abont Dutch I::;land, and ill all tue

inlets on both sides of tllC bay :lS far north as H01)e Island. The ledges in tbe middle of the 113Y
are excellent lobster grounds. 'The flatfish fyke-nets catch some, unt the modem 10bsteqlOt i8

generally used, and also the 0ld-fa8hioned hoop'llet, made froUl tIle iron 1100p of a barrel, to whicb
is fastened a net-bag. About one hundred and fifty pots are in use. Hefuse fish, called" shuck­

fish," are used for bait. Crab8 are also caught, eitllel" by the use of "how," "dip," or "crab"
nets, from June until Angu8t. Eels are taken hy tl1e use of pots and spears.

Trap-nets are diminishing in number, there being now onl;y four in use. They are supposed to
ha\'e aided most materiall;y in diminishing the supply of fish.

The investment in this place in nets, tmps, boats, and fixtures is $:!,425. The production i::;
wortli $5,700, alld eonsists of 1flR,OOO ponnds of fresll fisl] , 160,000 pounds of refuse fi sh, 10,000

pouuds of ee~s, und 15,000 pounds of loh8ters. 1'ue number of person8 employed is 20.

DUTCH ISLA.ND AND SAUN1>ERSTOWN.-At Dutch Island IIarbor and vicinity three tmp-Iwts
are owned, two of whicu are set in the uarbor and the other at Beaver Head from tIle middle of

ApI'il to tlie 1st of St'ptemller. They lluve been ill use 8ince 1871, aml are s,,~t in 18 feet of water.
The leaders are 75 fatuoms lOllg'. Tue mesL in the It'ader is 5 inches, alld in the bowl 2~ inches.

The tUllnel-moutIl is () feet witle. To aitl in lifting tlw traps three "trap-boats" are used. These
:lrc worth $25 each. Frequent, l'I'pairs, owing to ravages of storm and tide to tLe net/ii, are neces·

sal'S, and cost about $50 to the net per annum. The nets used here are similar in shape to
those at 'Wickford. The oft'al fish caugbt in the traps are used as bait for lobsters.

Oul;r one gill-net is used here; this is 75 fatllOUls long, with a 4-iuclJ mesh. It is used through
.Tune and Jul~" Bluefish and a few squeteaguc are caught. This net is also used as a sllore·seine.

In April and June a few eel pots are fished on the cast side of tl1e island in Sheffield Pond.

From the harbor to Whale l~ock some lobster-pots are set,

The hook·and·liners fish from April till Decemher; in September tl1\':" chit'flJ' seek (~od and

tautog; at other times llluefish and sea-has8, wlJich htttcr if; here called" hluefish,"
During the l)a8t eight J'ears the catd! of young fish has heen increasing, while tltat of mMure

fi8h has been steadily decrt~asillg.

The fishermen bere, as in most of the places already alluded to, do not confinc themselves to

fishing. They act lLR pilots, dig dam:" :Hill tl0 un.vtlJing wherehy ther IlIlt.)' improve tlleir financial
condition.

Most of the fis11 are shipped in boxes to New York, Newport, and l'hiladelphia. TIJC
Job8ters are sent to Newport and llhiladelphia. The price paid for a box containing 400 pounds of

fish was, ill 1879, only 60 cents. The next ,year there was an improvement.

The capital irnrested in hoats, nets, traps, and fixtures is $2,877, and t.he prodllet is worth
$1,715.

Saunderstown lies on tlle coast exactly opposite Dutch Island. Three bass traps, but no gill­

nets or seines, are used here, one on the west side of Dutch Island, Olle at South Ferrr, and one

at Casy Point. They have been in use for five ;years, and are set in 17 feet of water froUl April to
No\oember. The mouth of tlie tunncl is only 24 iucbes wide. In them are caught striped hass,
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t,wtog, flat fish, squeteague, and a few shad, but no scup. The bass are caught only in the fall.
Some lobsters are taken, and hook·and-line fishing is followed to a small extent.

NARRAGANSETT PIER.-At Narragansett Pier no traps are used. Four gill-nets and two
seines arc fished about a quarter of a mile from t1l0 pier, dnring .June, .July, and August. Men­
haden are caught almost exclusively. Ten men are engaged here for about half their time. Oue
lllan catches lobsters. The traps south of this place are supposed to prevent the fish from coming
further north and arc therefore looked upon with jealousy. The fishermen arc less energetic than
some years ago; were it not for this, it is thought, a great <leal more might be tlone in the fishing
industry. The hotel is said to require four times the amonnt of fish taken b;y all the fishermen.
Between this place and Rocky Point, a distance of 6 miles, twenty men follow fishingJ setting
trawls for cod during the spring and fall, gill-nets for llluefish and squeteagne during the summer
altlo setting 150 lubtlter pots allout the leoges along the sound.

102. POINT JUDITH TO P AWOATUCK RIVEn.

POINT JUDITH.-In the rear of this promontory lies Judith Pond, G miles long and 1 mile
wide; the water is brackish and is from 8 to 12 feet deep. Formerly oysters were very plentiful,
10,000 bushels having been taken out in 1870. The mouth of the pond has become so filled up
that now no oysters are to be found, the water haying stagnated for want of free circulation. The
bass fishery has, on that account, also failed. Ten thousand dollars have been realized by one

owner on the capture of bass. Now that business is entirely at an end. A small outlet still per­
mits the entrance of alewins. The fishing is carried on from December to June by farmers,
mechanics, and fishermen. Last spring (1880) smelts ~ere a little more abundant. Perch are still
taken in large quantities. il'Iost of the fishing operations are conducted b;r the use of fifteell
seines; traps being out of the question where the fish average so small. The average length is
100 fathoms, depth 18 feet, and mesh from 1~ to 2 inches. In winter hewder seines are used,
requiring six men to haul. Perch and some bass are then taken. Twelve years ago 198 barrels
of llass were taken at one haul. In spring the catch is confined to alewives of which 2,000
barrels were taken in 1880. The alewife seine has a light thread and is handled by three men.
Smelts are taken from February until the end of March.

One hundred and fifty eel·pots, like small fyke-nets, are set in spring and fall, being baited
with crabs.

The inYestmellt here ill seines, eel-traps, boats and fixtures, is $3,375, and the value of thp

product, which consiRts of 500 bushels of clams, 2,000 barrels of alewives, 60,000 ponnds of smelts,
60,000 pounds of perch and flatfish, a:ld 4;000 pounds of bass, is $10,800. The number of persons
employed is GO.

FISHERIES OF CHARLESTOWN, Q.UONOCHONTAUG, AND WARD'S PONDS.-In Oharlestown
Pond six pounus and six shore-seines are used; in Quonochontaug Pond, three pounds and two
seines; aml in Ward's Ponu, three pounds and two seines. Herring, bass, perch, flounders, eels,
and some smelts are canght. Charlestown Pond is the largest, being about (} miles long, and it

maximum depth of 15 feet. The water is quite salt. About forty boats are used by tho pound­
fishermen. These boats arc of all sizes and shapes, and are worth $20 each. The pounds are set
from the middle of April uutil the early part of JUlle. Some also are set in the fall. Four men
work in a gang. The pot is usuallJ' about 30 feet in diameter. These nets are set in shallow water.
The seines average 80 fathoms eaeh in length, 18 feet in depth, with a llinch mesh, and aro
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worth $80 eaell. Titey are used from November until June, eight men to the seine. There lUG
also fifteen fyke·nets set insitore. The same kinds of fish are taken in pounds, seines, and f.rkes.

Most of tbe fisb, one-half of which are herring,"arc shipped to New York. The remainder are
eels, perch, fhltfish, amI bass. The berring are salted, dried, and smoked, and are retailed at 1
cent &'tch. Four days intervene between tbe capture and sale of tbe herring.

Menhaden fisbing in this vicinity was commenced thirty years ago, and bas been increasing
ever since. Until 1870 bass fishing was good, but it has been partia·lIy destroyed bJ' the steamers
fislling witll purse-seines. Sixty barrels of young bass bave been taken at one haul, and the whole
lot consigned to the oil-works.

ROCKY POINT AND SANDY POINT.-At Rooky roint, a small place on the waters of Long
Island Sound, there is one square trap used, employing six men aud stocking about $2,500 annu­
ally. Sandy Point is the dividing line between the sound and Little Narragansett Bar. In the
sound, between Rocky and Sandy Points, one hundred and two men find employment in the fish­
eries, twenty being hook·and-liners, forty-two pound·netters, and forty seiners.

Six pound nets are set in from 20 to 30 feet of water east ami west of vVatch Hill, during May.
Scup and mackerel are taken. The leaders range from 200 yards to half a mile in length. The
size of the pound is about 40 feet lly GO feet. The mesb in the pounds is 1~ inches, in the leaders
2 to 2t inches.

Five seines, a,eraging 100 fathoms each, of 25 feet depth and l~-ineh mesll, are used, each
requiring eight men. In the fall these seines are set for bass, in the spring for seup. Tiley haul

tlte seines in May and October. Formerly $1,000 was regarded as an avemge year's earnings for
the owner of the net by tbe capture of bass alone.

The boats used by pounders and sei-ners are not fitted witll sails; they are called" double
cnders," and are about 18 feet long.

Hook·and-liners catch cod, haddock, bluefish, blackfish, bass, and squeteague. In the fall only
the first two species mentioned are caught. All the scup, bass, and bluefish are sent to New York

Some of the cod was cured, but most of it sold green.
LITTLE NARRAGANSETT BAY AND PAWCATUCK l~IVER.-The vl.llieties of fish caught in Little

Narragansett Bay and Pawcatuck Uivcr are scup, eeLs, flounders, smelts, menhaden, bluefish, weak­

fish, shad, backies, and alewives.
Pound-nets are set west from Watch Hill Pier to Sandy l'oint Channel, anll on the north from

::5tonington to the mouth of Pawcatuck River, amI for a distance of three miles up the river. It is
claimed that these pound-uets kill forty young fish for elwh one fit for market. If tbis be true,
then the fisheries mnst decrease in importance, inasmuch as the pound-nets are jncreasing in num­

ber every year.
Of the seventeen pound·nets now in use six are ill the river and eleven in the bay. They are

set between the first and the middle of September, and remain down until the ice forms too great
an obstruction. Some few remain down throughout the winter. They arc seldom set ill spring.
Three men arc required to lift a trap. These traps are from 25 to 40 feet in diameter, G to 12 feet
deep, with a leader from 25 to 200 yards in length. The mesh is so close that none but the smallest

fish can possibly escape.
Four shore·seines, called also hass-seines, averaging 100 fathoms in length and 22 feet in tIepUl,

with mesh from 1~ W 2 inches, are in nsc. From six to eight men are required to haul oue of these

seines; bass, weakfish, and shad being the llrincipal species caught.
One or two gangs of gill-nets, altogether about :.!,OOO fathoms in extellt, are also fished for hlne­

fish in summer and fall.
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'1'here arc fully fifty f'j'keuets employed. These are set thus: At about the center of one side
of the heart of a pound·nct a hoop-fyke is attached, opening into the heart; when the net is lifted,
instead of" bunting" the nct toward the further cnd of the howl and then bailing the fish out, as
is usually done, they arc driven into one of the hearts, and thence into the fyke; the end of this is
lifted into a boat into which the fish arc emptied. The mesh in these fykes is very fine. Fyke·
nets are also set all along the shore in shanow water, and catch chiefl.y bass, flounders, and perch.

There is no hook·and·line fisbing of importance. Eel'lJots are set all along the river. In 1879
probably $900 worth of eels were taken.

The ca,pital invested in the fisheries of this district is about $8,500, and the number of persons
employed is 75. The products are valued at about $8,000.




