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PART XIII.

THE FISH ERI ES 0 F SOU TII CAR 0 LIN A AND GE0 RGI A.

A.-GENERAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES OF SOUTH OAROLINA
AND GEORGIA.

17fl. DESOlUPTIO~ OF THE MORE BIPOBTANT FISHERY INTEHESTS.

DRRCRJPTTON OF THE COAST.-The Statf's of South Carolina and Georgia, with a coast·line of

250 miles, are bordered by a bElt of ri(~h grassy swamp-land !Separating the ocean from the lligher

ground of the interior. 'rhis belt, cOlllpI'ising the f,LillOUS Sea Island region, extentl!S almost
without interruption along the entire eoast of botll States. It Y<ll'ie8 ill breadth from i) to 30

miles, amI is broken np into an almost innumerahle number of islands, separated from each other
oy a vast network of cLaDJJell5 or tide-creeks varying from a few feet, to a mile or more in widtL.

'l'hese channels communicate freely with each otller to form a continuous inland pas!Sage. In fact

HIe tide-creeks are ever;rwlJere so JJumerous along tbis portion of the coast that a slllull boat can
readily pass from the lower part of ~orth Carolina to Florida without once YClItllrillg outside.
Many of the channels are deep enough to be lla,igable b:y !Shoal-draught steamers for a consid·
erable distance, but they al'e often too narrow and crooked to admit of the extensi,e use of sail
vessels.

The general evenness of the shore is iuterrupted at short intervals oy large bays and sounds.

These vary greatly in size, some being simple indentations of the coast without :my tributaries of

importance; others are formed by the expansion of a single stream at the point where it empties
into the /Sea, while still others receive the water/'; of seveml of the lllore important l'i,ers of the

State. The mouth of each sound is obstructed b~r.a bar, but in most cases the currents ha,e cut

ont channels deep enough to admit the ordinary coasting or fisbing vessel of the region. In this

manner excellent harbors are provided where the trading-vessels and fisbing·smacks ma,y :find safe
anchorage during stormy weather.

Some of the islands arc so low and damp as to be nearly worthless. Others are dry, and hayc

a soil tbat is remarkably rich, and well adapted to tLe growth of cotton. Prior to the war the

larger islands, especially those in the southern portion of the district, were extensively cultivated

by wealthy planters, and a large nnmber of their slaves were ],ept in the region; but since

obtaining their freedom many of the negroes have removed to the higher lands of the interior,
and some portions of the coast appear quite deE;erted, though in other localities a good many
blacks and a few whites still remain. On tLe South Carolina coast the only places of importance

are Georgetown, Charleston, and Beaufort; while in Georgia, Savannah and Brunswick are the

only sea ports of over five hundred inhabitants.
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502 GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES.

THESE SHORES A. FAVORITE SPAWNING AND FEEDING GROUND FOR VARIOUS FISHER-The
waters of the district, like those of Florida, abound in fish of .arious kinds (luring the entire year,
and the sounds and their river tributaries are tbe spawning and feeding grounds of a large
number of edible species. The salt-water creeks along the shore abound in shrimp, aud tlle

extensi.e marshes flml mnddy bnys are the homes of large number/; of terrapin.

TIm OU1'LYI-XG CORAL DANK AN DIPOR1'ANT nSlllNG GROUND.-At a distallee of 10 to 20
miles from the li!lore, in froIll 10 to 18 fatllOmli of ,vater, we find an irregular coral bank extending

along the entire coast. It is broken up into patelws several miles ill cxtellt; these are separatcll
fl"om eaeh other by brO:Hl area" of saw!. The patelles are covert>d with various species of corals

aull spollges common to more sonthern lat,;tude;-;, and among them are large numhers of Ulol1nslis

aIHl articl1lates. The alHlnd:mc\' of fooll on tbe l);lllk~, together \vitl1 the shelter afforded. by the

comb, make them the favorite fcclling grounds of immense school6 of fish, ellief among which is tile
hlae!dbh (S. afrm'iu.'i), from which the hanks derive their !lamc. 'J'hcy have long 1Iec11 "\-isitcll by

t1](' i\\\lack fishenlH'll of X(,W Eng-laml, who come south eaoll wiuter to engage iu the capture of

bJad:fislJ to supply the Charleston nllll Savannah markets. At present the SUlitCk fisheries of the

district are coufinell almost whony to Charleston, and they will be treated more fully under the
th;beries of that city.

THE BOAl' FISHERIEs.-The sLore fisheries of tLe district are very limited. They arc coutiucll

largely to the vicinity of Charleston and Savannah, where a market is found for the catch. There
are a few other points, also, where Northern fishermen, together with those from Charleston and

S(1mDnab, engage extensively in the capture of shad and sturgeon (Acipcnser sturio), shipping
their catch either by water or rail to these markets or through them to the 1arger cities of the
North. In addition to the above many of the inhabitants of the more i1solated regjou~ uepl:nd
largely on the water for their food, and. most of them have small boats in which they visit

the larger creeks with hookand·line or cast-nets to catch a supply of fish for their own tables, as

well as for tho~e of their neighbors. Few fish, if any, are salted by these people, e,en for home

usc, but at certain seasons, when some particular species is unusually abundant, some of the men
fish more extensively for several weeks, sending tlteir catch to market.

Kums OF FISH TAKEN.-The principal species taken along the shore are mullet Pfugil albula

and 111. braziliensis), spotted trout (Cyno.~Ci01~ maculatum), yellow.finned trout (Cyno.~cion r(![Jale),

whiting (Mcnticirrus alb1trnus), croakers (JIicTopogon undulatus), bass (Scicena ocellata), drum (Pogo­

nias cltromis), blackfisb (&rranu8 atrariu8), sheepsbead (Diplodu8 probatocep7talus), porgies (Stcno­

tOlnUS chrysops and Pagellu8 sp.), bluefi,;h (Pomatomus saltatrix) , shad (Clupca sapidissima), and
sturgeon (Acipenscr sturio).

THE STURGEON FISIIERy.-Acconling to Colonell\IcDonald, who bas given special attention

to the subject, the sturgeon fisheries are prosecuted in many of the larger rivers of South Carolina

and Georgia by both Northern and resident fishermen. The fishing begins on the Satilla River, in

southern Georgia, about the middle of February, and extends northward as the season adntllces,
closing at Georgetown, S. C., about the 1st of l\far. The sharp-nose sturgeon (Acipenser stufio)

is the common species of the locality. These fish avcrage 150 pounds each. They arc taken
whoUJ' in gill-nets of 12·inch mesh, 80 to 150 fathoms in length. The men live in camps on the

river bank, and when fish become scarce in one stream they move to another. The principal stur­
geon rivers are the Satilla, Altamaha, Ogeechee, Savannah, and COinbabee, in Georgia, and the
Edisto and Waccamaw in Sonth Carolina. The outfits are usually owned by capitalists who hire

their crews at from $25 to $40 per month. An outfit f'11' three men, inclnding net and boat, costs

about $130. An average catch for the season is 100 fish to tbe net in Georgia and 125 to 200 in
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South Carolina. The fish are sent either to Savannah or Charleston, where they are dressed and
packed for shipment to New York and Philadelphia. In some localities the roe is saved and pre­
pared for market under the name of caviare.

Four Savannah firms were interested in the sturgeon fisheries of Georgia in 1880, and 109 Illen

with 48 nets were engaged in tile capture of the species. The catch amounted to 4,800 sturgeon
in number, or 312,000 pounds of dressed fislJ, lJaving a local valne of $21,840; 42,000 pounds of
roe, worth $2,940, were also saved. In Soutlt Carolina there were 44 men, with 21 nets, enga;2:ed
in this nsller;y; these market(~d 3,82j sturgeon in number, equal to 229,500 pounds of dre~sl'd fi~b,

and 38,250 pounds of caviar<>, valued at $13,770.

The shad flsheries of this district arc quite extensh-e. A detailed account of them will be
found under the shad fisheries. The catch is marketed wholly in Charleston and Savannah.

TIlE TERRAPIN FISIlERIES.-,Just ,,,hen alHI where the terrapin flsheries of this district were
inaugurated we have been unable to learn, hut prior to the rebellion a large numher of men
engaged regularly iu the fishery, and sen.'ral thousand dozen were shippetl annually to the Northern
markets, the fishermen reeei\'ing an average of $G pet' dozen for their eatch. It is said that the

fishery was at its height, both as to number of men employed and capital invested, in 1860. At
that time a few Northern fishermen visited the region in small sloops, and parties from Charleston
and Savannail had vessels and boats for the same purpose. During the war the fishery was wholly
discontinuEd, but in 1866 it was again pushed with a good deal of vigor, and from 5,000 to 6,000
uozen terrapin were canght between April and November. One vessel with six men landed 870

dozen.
Terrapin have been and are still quite abundant in most of the sounds and tide-creeks of the

district, but are said to be most numerous in Bnll's Bay, and in Saint Helena and Saint Andrew's
Sounds. They are usually caught in haul-seines 60 to 90 fathoms long, and 18 to 20 feet deep.

The vessel, with a crew of tilree to six men and one or two boats and seines, enters the larger
sounds, and the fishermen visit the little creeks in their bateaux in search of the terrapin. On

entering a stream they often pound on the gunwale of the boat, and if terrapin are present they are
said to rise to the surface to learn tIle occasion of the noise. If IlOlle are seen the net is seldom
set; but if plenty, one staff of the seine is stuck in the mud of the bottom and the net is thrown
out in the form of a circle, after which it is rapidly hauled into the boat. This method is locally

known as "bucking." When the surroundings are suitable the net is often hauled upon the shore.
The fishing season usually lasts from tile time the terrapin make their appearance in April till the
middle of October, when they bed in the mud for the winter. Occasionally these winter beds are
discovered and whole colonies are captnred. Bucking was formerly the principal method employed
in the capture of the species, but as the fisheries have declined a method known as "torching" has

been extensively adopted by the negroes of the locality, who visit the sandy beaches at night with
large fire-brands, and catch the terrapin as they crawl out on the sand to deposit their eggs.

For the past ten years this fishery has l)een on the decline, owing largely to the lack of a suit­
able market and to a growing scarcity of terrapin. At prf'sent no one follows this fishery during
the entire year, but a number engage in it for a few weeks when the terrapin can b(] most easily

secured, after which they seek other employment.
The price now paid by the terrapin dealers varies from 10 tQ 35 cents each for" counts," with

a proportionate reduction for smaller sizes down to 5 inches. "Bulls" measuring less than [) incl.Jes

have little value, and are usually not considered marketable.
In 1879 there were thirty-seven men, with sixteen nets, engaged in this fishery, in addition to

the" torchers;" and the total catch was about 1,200 dozen, having a local value of $3,600.
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Value.

THE BULK OF THE FISHING ::'lEAR THE LAUGER CITIEs.-Tbe fisheries are coufined chiefly to
the vicinity of the larger settlements. A description of tbe fisberies of the principal cities, indud­
iug Georgetown, Charleston, and Beaufort, in South Carolina, and Savannah and Brunswick, in
Georgia, will therefore include e,'er;ythiug of irnlwrtance cOllnected with the fisheries of both
States.

B.-THE FISHERIES OF SOUrrH CAROLINA.

180. STATISTIOAL RECAPITULATIO~.

South Carolina comes tWentieth in tIle list of fish,producing States, with 1,005 fishermen and
products yalucd at $212,482. This State is, however, lloted for its shrimp fisheries, which are more

extensi ve than those of any other State, and nearly equt\l to those of all other States combined.

In U;80 the fishermen secured 18,000 bushelS, valued at $37,500. The principal sea fisheries are
about Charleston, where sen-raj llllndn'd nrgroes, with all occasional Spaniard, are engaged in fishing

with lJ[lIId-lines from vessels and small boats to supply the city with whiting, blackfish, and other
s]wcies. A lilllitetl fishery ocenrs ill the sounds abont Beaufort, from which point a few fish are

shipped to the interior cities. Beyond tue places mentioned no sea fislJing of importance occurs,

thongh there is more or less fishing for local supply along all portions of the coa~t. About

400,000 pounds of ~Llewives, 207,GOO pounus of shad,. and 261,250 pounds of sturgeon, with cOllsid·
(·m.blc quantities of other species, were taken by the river fisIlermen, the largest fisheries being on
tlle Edisto HiH!' and ill the tributaries of vVillyah "Bay.

The extent of tIle eommercial fishery interests of the State are fully shown in the anncxed

statements:

SUlll1lla"y statement of perBO)l~ employed.

! l'ersvli8 employed. Number. I
I'_·_·-~_·~- ...~.--_.('
, !

i ~~:~:::::;:::::::.:::::::::::: ..:.: .. ::::::::::::::.::::::::J--1'~ I
~ i

Dfdail"d 81all'lllcnt of copital illve8ted ami apparatus employed.

Apparatu88pecifiod. Number. I
,--~-- ---~~--- ---------.-- ---i ~---
IVessels (337.32t<HlH} .. _ _., _ _ 22· $15,000

\ !)Qats .• ·· ..•• ··.··_.·······_,······.·· ,··.· .. 1 501 i n,790

i Pound·nets antI ba(:k~tI'ap8 ··_· __ ··~· __ ······_··I ]0 i BOO
i FykeR,pots,and basket......................... 20! 100
! Gill·nets .............••...•..• ,................. 00 I 3,415
i Dip·net.and ca.t-nets ! 440! 2,565
i Dra,<:.•eine 1 441 2,725

i Minor apparatus, including outfit _, ._, •. \ 1 16,380
IFactories and other shore property....... • .••• 11,550
! Additional cash capital.,.... .•... ..•.. ..•...... 3,950

I Total capital ·1······· · '---00-,-2-7:;-1
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Dr/ailed ,tatemellt (~( the ijualltitil''' aud wll/18 'f tll('J!roduct".

PIt,tlut'tl"l :-ill\:ci1ietl. ralne.

Grand toful 1'01' fishel'y proc1ucts 6,143,2S{J $~1::, 482

Sea fi81,cries.
;~-======

Bluefish ._._._

Chm18 (han))

Crabs.. "l"

Mullet.

°r8ter~

Shrimp ..... __ ._._.

Spof.u,d !';f'.3·tront

S(lueteague .... _... _.... _..

"l'err::tpin
J\ n otlwT' Rp~dps _

200.000

48.000
4~, 000

2:l2,000

3"0,OO()

630,000

ISO. 000

2nO,000

:::a,400 :

3. 1(H-, oeo

4.000

3,3110

7;')U

7.2]0

20,000

37,500

4,500

5,800

],950

RR.ll[j

i 7~), 12[;':]'otHl f"oca produets __ .. _ __ .
,=c~==='==~

RiDer .(i..8heTie~.

.Alf~,,'iYP8 '~'_"".'.'. __ '.'."'._"~"'_~.' __ '"

Shad _

Sturgeoll, indudiug -caviare ........•.•. ~ .
All other species . __ _ .

Total ri\E:'r:produet8.~.......•....•..•.• ~.

400, 000

:to:-, 600

281,250

17f>.000

1,0-1;), S50

The statistics of the sea·filSheries of South Carolina arp S110W1I in tbe folloWing' statemputs:

Summar!! Bla/emf1lt of pe"-\,OIl8 e'ml'loyed,

Kumher.

l':lshpTIllPD...... . .. ~~ a ••• _a •• a ••••• __ a

Sh()remell a',', •••••••••••• ~ ••••••• _. a •• _ •• 'a._.

Total. .. __ __ __ __

Detailtd 8tatenzen/ of ('apilal iwvfsted alld a1'pa,-a/u8 employed.

Apparatus specifi(';d. Numuer. Value.

Ves.els(157.32toDs) -- ...... .. 10

Boats ~ ...••..... _ __ .. '. 237

Fykes, PQts, ani! baskets ....... ,. . . . . .. •. 20
Gill·nets. . _ .. . _.. __ __ 10

Drag-seincs _.................• ~.~.. 43

Dip.netti aml cal3t·nef.s •..•.•.• ~ ..••.•.... ". a]O

MinOT appara.tus, inc1uc1illg outfit. _____ _... _......•.

Fllctmie. aUll otlinr shore pr(lpert.y '"
Cash eapital ........•.... ~._. __ .. __ ...•... --- :.... _... _....

$10,900

4.250

100

2t)()

2.650
2,17;:;

10.900

7.000
3,950

Total capita1. .......•...................••. !.•••••••...•.. 42,175

Detailed 8tatemt/1I of the qUllntities IlmI ralae8 of the lJroll!wts.

ProductR specified. Pounds. "Value.

Ii Bluefish - -......... 200,000 $4,000

I
Clams (h."d) ----- .. --- ...... I 48,000 3,300

=i::::::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:::::: ~~~ ~~ 3~: ;~~
ISpotted sea·trout .•••.•.•••... ···•··•••··•···· ..1 180,000 4,500

Squeteague .•• -- •••.•..•.•..••••••.••.•.. , .... "I 200.000 5,800

I
Terrapin -- .--- -- .. -- .. ---- -- --- -- .. - -, 2:1,400 1,950

All other species 1 3, 1M, 000 88,115 !
i Total.. _ _ 1-4,74ll,400 - 153,125:, .
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11'>1. GEOIWETO\VX AJ\"D rrs FlSHEHIES.

GeOI'gl:'toWIl is a "ilIage of 1,200 iohabitants, situate(] at tile head of "Vi lIyah Bay, about 50 miles
northeast of Charlestoll. It is located iu the miilst of a largl~ I'ice-growing section, and has also

a, large trade ill lumber. It has 110 1'ailroall COIlllllUllicaiion witb tile interior, amI sail·'essels ale

largl'l'y depp]HINI upon for tll(, tnmsl)')rtation of lJeayy materials to and from tlJe place. A small

steamer make; ,H'ekly trips lJetween GeorgetlnYu and Charleston, tlJis being its only regnlar
COlllllllllfre:lliOlI witlt the ontsidp ,nJl'ld.

Its iisheriei>, fl\\'iIJg to tltl' poor "hipping facilj(ies, are largely of :1 local lwture, except ill tlw
spring, \yh('1J tisllt'l'lIlen eOUle frolJl tlIe );01'111 to engnge ill till' SlUlll alld stllrgpoll fislwrics, Aeeol'll­

llig to Colonel :\leDoJlald, thil't.';-llille men, \\'lrh fifteen nets, are elq;a;2:nl ill the former, and thirt;y­

two IlH'll, witll sixteelJ lids, ill Hie latl,'r fishery, 11!'t.'H'PIl tIle last of ,);muary alJd the 1st of 3Iay.

Of tlJPst', forty are from the ::'\ort1l, and ilw I"<'lllHil)(l('r arc chiefly resident negrocs, who are hired

to assist them (luring the season. TIre shad are mostly wl1snmed ill CLarkston, and the st'nrgcoll

are sLippel1 by way of Cbal'leston to Philadelphia and New York.

The only shipment of salt-"ater fishe8 is during the fall and "inter months, "hen mullet and
trout are tal.::en in large quantities; after supplying the local demand the remainder are sent to

Charleston. The numuer shipped in tbis way varies considerably from year to year, but averages

about 5,000 buncbes of illullet and 500 to 800 bunches of mixed fish. The total catch for 1879,

exclusive of shacI and sturgeon, is estimated at 12,000 strings of mullet and 5,000, bunches of

mixed fish, valued at $2,500.

182. CHARLESTON AND ITS FISHERY INTERESTS.

CHARLESTON AS A COMMERCIAL CENTER.-Charleston, the metropolis of South Carolina,

occupies a peninsula bounded by the Cooper and Ashley Rivers. It has a spacious harbor, with

Rufficient water at low tide to admit all vessels of light and medium draught, while those of larger

size can enter with safet;y during the hours of high water. It bas, therefore, a prominent place

among the SClqlorts of the country, and ranks as the third commercial city of the South. It was

settled b~' the English in 1679. In 1800 its population was about 19,000; in 1850, 43,000; and in

1870, despite tLe disastrous effects of the war, it had illcreased to 49,000. The chief business of

the city is the eXl)Ortation of cotton, rice, and nu,-ul stores, together with the manufacture and

shipmeut of fertilizers from the celebrated phosphate beds of the locality,
THE CHARLESTON FISIIEIUES IN ANTE·BELLU~I DAys.-Tbe fisheries of Charleston are now

more important thap those of any other city between Sandy Hook and Key West" and, barring

Atlantic City, it is the only place between New Jersey and Florida that has a vessel fleet enga,ged

regularly in the food-fish fisheries througbout the year, For many years prior to the rebellion

the fisheries were controlled largely by Northern fishermen, together with Spaniards, free negroes,
and a few otbers who bought their time from their masters. At that time the vessel flsberies

were very extensive, and a greater part of the supply was landed by the smacks. In 1860, accord­

ing to :Mr. J. S. Terr;y, the oldest fish dealer of the city, there were about fifteen New England

smacks engaged in fishing for the Charleston market during the winter months. These came

:::loutb in the early fall and remained till the middle or last of May. TheS engaged chiefly in the
capture of blackfish (Serran'u8 a.tt·aritts) and landed enormous quantities, it being not an un­

commOll sight to see 100,000 in the cars of the dealers at one time. At this time Charleston had

a large shipping trade, supplying the entire rej!;ion, including Savannah, with the greater part of

their fish during the winter months. Very few fish were shipped in summer, ancI after tbe smlWks
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went N01'th the citr was supplied by the f'e,y smull bouts of the place, while ill some cases slaves

were detailed to supply the tables of their masters.

CHANGES IN THE EXTENT AND METHODS OF THE }'ISHERIES DUIUNG THE l'AST l'WENTY

YEARs.-The fi'5heries of Charleston at present are qui te different from those just described. "\Vith

the completion of the Florida railroads pxt,'miYA fii'IH'l'ies b:lYe been establh;hed in tbat State, and

its fishermen al'e now supplying a large part of tile conntry formerly dt>peudent on Charleston.

This competition has IHH1 its efl'ett lIJlon the fislleries of Charlest,)]), :lIld bas tended toward a great

reduction of the :fisher.)" iutf'rests of the p]aee. Other causes, however, have more than counter­

acted the injurious effects of eompl'tition. aJ)(l the fishC'ries of to·day are more extensive than t1lOsC

(If tbe 1)1Ist.

'I'll(' emancipation lJl'otlan:atioll 1];n'\\' a lar:.:e d:lSS of peo}/l\' npml tht,jr OWll l\'SOlHCPS, Hlld

tIJe iirst impulse of frN,.10l11 lHI !lIm,.," to f(!]',al,,' their old masters awl pla!ltatioll life, aud to s'l'k

(,llJlJlo~'llIl'nt in the dty. ',"iih tIJeir natH!':!1 lone' for lJoating and fidJing many of them drift,,(] into

tlle fisheries as a desirable way ot obtaiuillg a linlilJoml. nUlling their earnings equal to those of

any other class, and the worl, mmally lighter, the llUmber of fishermen has gradually increasecl

until in 1880 there were nearly GOO people either eatelJing or hamlIiug fh,b during SOIlle portion of

the year, with abont 1,700 people depending upon them lor support. Of this enilre number, 94

per cent. aI'e negroes, about 4 per cellt. are Spaniard", allll only 2 per cent. arc Americans.

The demand for fish has greatly increased, for many of the negroes who c:mnot afford the lux­

ury of a meat dinner, live largely on the cheaper grades of fish as giving the greatest bulk for the

least money. New markets in other sections ha,e also been opened up, and Oharleston is now sup­

plying many of the villages of Korth amI South Carolina aud Georgia with their fish; while a few

llre sent to the markets of the north. The result of the change above mentioned is that Olwrles­

ton is no longer dependent upon the northern fishermen, hut is snpplieel chiefly by bel' own citizens;

<llHI instead of the fiftf'en northern smacks of IH()(), there is now but one, with ten ll<lditional owned

in Charleston, seven of "bieb fisb duriIlg tbe entire year, and the others fish oecasiollally while

acting as harbor pilot boats.
THE VI:;SSEL 1·'ISHERIES 0:1" CHARLESTON.-The smacks vary in size from 10 to 30 tons, :md in

value from $300 to ~L~,OOO. They are manned and officered exclusivel.)- by negroes and Spaniards,

carrying from foul' to six men eacL. 'l'lwy fish wlwIly for black fish (8. afrarills), tllongh a few por­

gies (StenofOlllu8 chrySO]!S amI Pagcllll.~ SJl), jad:R (8criola mrolinensis?), reel·snappers (Lutjanu8

Blar-lifordii), bastard·snappers (Sparlls ]l0gnI8), grnnts (Diaba.~is chrys01Jferlis a11(l D. jormoslls),

bream (Hargus Holbruukii), squirrel·fish (Diplcctrum, fasciculare), and hake {Pltycis Earlli i) , are

tal, en. They make OLarIeston their Ilpacl(juartpl's, :111\1 rf'main ill harbor <l uring the storm;\" weather.

The grounds visited are the coral banks, 10 to 18 miles from the shore, extending to Bull's Bay on

the Borth, and to Saint Helena Sound on the south. They are u~ually alJsent from fimI' to six days

on a trip, an<1 when sudden storms arise they often pnt into t1e nearest harbor for shelter.

'rhe fish are taken wholly with band·lines from the vessel's deck. One man usuall~' tends two

lines with fonr to eight hooks each, the lead being lllaced at the extreme end several feet below the

hooks to prevent them from becoming entangled in the coral of the bottom.

The catch yaries greatly from dlly to day and from ~year to year, and is claimed to be less than

formerly, though we find no good reason for believing that such is the case.
Iu January, 1858, the smack Oonnecticnt, of Noank, Ooun., took 3,200 blackfish in a single

lIar; and in the winter of 1872-'73, the Althea Franklin, Capt. B. F. Baker, of the same port,

landed 45,000 " count" blackfish, equal to 50,000 individuals, beside 5,000 other fish, between Oc­

tober 1 and April 15. At present tbe catch averages 30,000 fish yearl.)' fol' each smack, and the
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stocI, is usually about $2,000, tllOugh a yessel flsIling reg'lllatly wIlen tIle weatller is suitable will

do considerahly better, and I here are occasional catclJes equaling tho"e of J'ormer years.
The fbh are hrollght aliy€' to the city where they are transferred to the cars of the dealers. 'rhe

price realized b~' tlle fishermen is Gcents apiece f()r those weighing 8 ounces and upwards; smaller

fish are counted 3 for 2, or 2 for l.

THE BOAT FlSHEHIEs.-Tlle boat fisIleries of CllarleiSton have graduallJ' grown in importance

until at the present time seyeral 11111Jdred men engage regularl:\, in the uusiness during the spring,

summer, and f'lll. In winter mallJ~of the fishermen, finding the weather stormy and the hook-and~

line 11sh at a considerable distance from tile shore, seek employment as stevedores or laborers on

the cotton wllaryes of the city, this being the lms;y season of the ~·ear. During December and Jan­

uary tile boat fisheries a.re prosecuted only lly the seine fishermen, who visit the numerous hauling

beaclles along' the hanks of the rivers and in the numerous tide-creeks, from 10 to 30 miles on either

side of the city, catchiug trout, smallwullet, uass, antI numerous other species.

Early ill .January the shad fishermen begiu their preparations for fishing ou the Edisto, Pedee,

Santee, and Ashapoo Riyers, and by the last of tIle month they are actively eugaged iu the work.

'I'he fisheries continue in tIlis condition until the middle of April, when the whiting (.Menticirrus

a luurnus) reach the shore. The work on the wIlarves is now nearly over, and the men, after repair­

ing t heir fishing I iDes and putting their boats in order, are again oft' for the fishing grounds. 'Vhen

the shad fi;,;hermen return late in April they at once lay aside their seines and nets and join in the

hand-lillt~ nsllery. The line fishing continues till late in November.

The fishing i" wIlolly from small open sail- boats, which carry from two to seven men each. One

man nsually owns the boat, and the others pay from 10 to 20 cents a day for the privilege of shar­

ing it. In silring the boats fish along the outcr shore within a few miles of the harbor, so that they

can run in when a storm comes suddenly upon them. During tile summer months the fisbermen

become more bold, and many of them resort to the inner blackfish banks, 10 to 15 miles from land,

for porgies, grunts, bastard snappers, and blackfish, While others remain on the inshore grounds

catelJing summer trout, skipjacks, croakers, and whiting. Each :fisherman keel}s his fish separate,
and during the homeward passage strings them into bUllches of 3 to 5 pounds each, and on arriv­

ing at the wharf he sells them from the boat to dealers or pedcllers at 8 to 30 cents a bunch, accord­

ing to the kind and the condition of the market. :No one is allowed to retail his fish at tbe lauding.

The average catch is from 12 to 20 bunches to the man, and the price realized from their sale aver­
ages hetwecn $2 and $3.50 daily.

THE MULLET FISHERY.-Iu September the "fat mullet" arrive, and the seine fishermen lay

aside their lines and repair to the outer shores of Sullivan's and Long Islands with drag-seines. The

roe mullet arrive ill October, and a few of the fishermen continue in tbe fishery till they again dis­

appear; but the majorit~Treturn and fish with hook and line for whitin g, that are quite plenty fi:om

tbis date till the 10th of December. Large llumbers of mullet are often taken during the season.

In 185U it is said that 4,200 bUDcIlcs, equal to 18,000 fish, were taken at one haul of the seine on

the beach at Sullivan's Island, and in 1868, 3,000 bunches, or 13,000 fish, were taken at a single haul

in the same locality. In 1879 there were seventy-two men, with twelve seines, engaged in this

fishery. The largest single haul was 1,100 bunches, or 5,000 mullet; and the average catch for the

season was about 2,500 strings to the net. The fish were sold fresh in Charleston at an average of

12 cents a bunch, only an occasional barrel being salted for family use.

Early in December the weather becomes stormy, and the whiting leave the shore. The fisber­

men owning seines then engage in the captnre of trout and other species in the creeks, while the
remainder work on the wharves till the following April.



THE FISHERIES OF SOUTH CAIWLINA. 509

THE SHRIMP FISHERY.-Anothcr fiHhery of peculiar importance at Charleston is that for shrimp

and prawn. The fisbing- had not fairly begun at tLl' time of our visit to Charleston, and we are
indebted to :1\1essrs. C. C. Leslie, J. S. Terry, and others for the information concerning it. Shrimp

are taken in an:y of the 1'i,ers and creeks 1'1 oIII the 1st of April till the middle of Novclllber, In

April they seem to occm onl,y in particular localities, and six seines, with crews of six men each,

are cmploJ'ed in their capture during tbe two or three hours of low water at night, the lucky boats

often securing 10 to 20 busllels, while the less 1'ortl1n>lt£\ ones return witb only 4 or 5. Early in

1\iay, when the shrimp become more plcnty, tlic seines are laid aside, and their owners, with maoy

others, prOVide themselves with cast nets and engage Tegularly in the bm;iness. The fishing soon

reaches its height, when it is said that one llUlHlreu and twent~r men and ho~,.s, with sixt~' boats,

are regularly employed in tlle captnre of the species. During June and July the daily catch often

exceeds 100 plates, of abQut 1 quart each, to the boat, and the average for the season is not less
than 60 to 75 plates per day.

AU of the shrimp taken during the first of the season find a ready sale at about 50 cents a

plate to the hook-and-line fishermen of the city, who use them as bait in the shore fisheries. During

seasons of scarcits they sometimes sell as high as:? cents each, or llearly $1 per plate. The fisber­

men prefer shrimp to any other bait, and think them almost iudispensable to their snccess. Each

mall buys from 1 to 2 plates daily, aeeording to tlle fiRhing that llP f\XpectR. As theJ' become more

plenty the price dcdincs to 25, th('ll to 15, and later to 10 cents; the average retail market price

is 15 ceIlts, and from the hoats .s to 10 ('cnts.

In addition to tLe men catch jug shrimp, a large aumbel' are engaged ill vcnding them through

the streets of the city. Taking these into account, the shrimp fisherie!\ of Charleston, according to
the most reliable estimates, gi~c employment to two lllllldred people during seycn months of tbe

year; and the shrimp talien have a value of fully $35,000 at first hands, and their retail yalne is

llearly $60,000. Of the entire catch, all but a few hundred bushels are used in the city.

AN UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEJ\IPT TO ESTABLISH A MENHADEN FISHERY AT CliARLESTON,-\\'e

arc informed by Capt. Saullwl Corker amI oillers that menhaden (Hrel'OM·tia t!JJ"{lnnus) arc often

"ery abundant in the Charlt'ston waters. About the 1st of April tlJ('se fish make their appearance

in large schools a jew milE'S from tIle shore, and euntinue to iIwrease ill llllmbers for 8cyeral weeks.

1,ate1' they gradually disappear, and in midsnnlllJeI' arc mueh less plenty. rrhey are again abundant

in the fall, at which time ther enter tIte I1I111WrOllS bays alJ(l tille,creek", alollg tlle 151101'(\, where they

are said to remain till late in December.
Captain Corker, who is OlW of the llIost euterprising colored fislll'rmen of the South, was for

sen~ral years employed ill the menhaden tiRheries at Long bland SoulHl, where he became thor­

oughly acquainted with the methods of Hshing ami the work in the factory. Hetnrning to Charles­

ton in 1876) he decided to engage ill the menllil(]ell ftsheries after the manner of the Northern fish­

ennen, Accordingly he sccured the necessa.ry ontfit, including sehooner, purse-seines, liettlcl',
H!Hl preRscs, and when all waR in readiness started for the fishing grounds. nt' soon hall a sellonl

uf about 200 barrels of fish inclosed in lJis seine, Imt, before he could dip them out the sharI,s gath­

ered for the fNlst, biting and tearing the netting in their efforts to get at the menlJaden, until

nothing remained hnt the cork and lead· lines. The sharks gained the day, for, takillg up the rem­

nant of his seine, Captain Corker returned to the sbore and gaye up the business. This attempt

i", lIoteworthy as heing the most southern point where the purse-seine has been used, and indeed

till' ollly point sonth of 'Wilmington, N. C., where an attempt has been made to catch the meuhadcu
for their oil.

THE RETAIL :FISH TRADE OF CHARLESTON.-Prior to the war there was but, one firm in
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Charleston that did an extensive business in fresh fish, and the trade was largely controlled by
peddlers, who vended them through the streets. At the present time there are five firms that do
a regular business. These rent stalls in the market, where tbey do a retail business, and have

packinghouses where they box and ice their fish for shipment. Otber parties occasionally rent
stalls for a day or two, and sell fish, crabs, or shrimp; but the market trade is largely controlled

by the five firms. .A. few cod (Gadu8 morr!tua), haddock (.Melanogmmmu8 «:glefinus), and halibut

(Hippoglo88u8 amer'icanus) are brought from the North during the winter mouths by one of th(\

firms, and red snappers and other species are occasionally brought from Savannah; but aside from
these the market is supplied wholly by the Charleston fishermen. The fish dealers of the city,

however, control but a. small part of the retail trade, for the bulk of the catch is taken directly to

the consumer by negroes, who go about the city with trays of fish and shrimp upon their heads.
About the be:jnniug of the present century the city government passed a law imposing a tax

of olle cent on eaclJ and every hunch of fish sold hy peddlers, aIHl consillerahle money was gath­
ered into the treasury from this sonrce. But as the trade increased a disposition to dishonesty

became noticeable; this was carried to suell an extent as to seriously affect the city's revenue from
this source. In 1878 the law was re}waled and another was enaetecl requiring each vender to pay
a license of $1 a month for the privilege of selling within the city limits. This law is oftell evaded
and already, according to the clerk of tlte market, many are peddling fish without a license. For

the month of April, 1878, before the old law was repealed, tlw books of the market officials showed

pigbty-nine different parties PIJgaged in selling fisb dnring some part of the montb, though some

names appeared only two or three times. In April, 1t\79, there were but thirty-three license:,;
granted. From a conversation with the, above officer we are led to believe that this business is not
decreasing, as the books wonld iudicate, but that many are selling without a license, and that fully

fifty men are now largely de-pendent 011 tbis business 101' a livelihood, while, at times, tIle num bel'

is doubtless considerably larger. :No license is required for the sale of shrimp and crabs, amI as

a result tllis business has been greatly overdone, there being frequellt!y O\yer one llUndred people

engaged ill peddling them through the streets.

CHARLESTON AS A m:::;TRIllVTING uE.:-<TER.-The shipping traue, as has been said, is controlled
...>'lIOl1y h~- the five market firms. Those doing the largest business are J. S. Terry & Co. and C. C.

Leslie. The busiuess is confined chiefly to the larger cities of North and South Carolina, tbol1gh

a f~w fish are sent to Georgia, Tennessee, and Kentucky. A few shad and bass are sent North eaell
~e:lson, but in 1879 tue quantity was UJlUsually small. The shipping season is from September to
:M:ry, the extreme heat pre~mlting any trade with the country during the summer mouths. Accoru­

ing to Mr. C. C. Leslie, the shipments from Charleston during the season of 1879-'80 were about

80,000 bunches of "string fish," 7,000 to 8,000 shad, 230,000 pounds of dressecI sturgeon, and

38,000 pounds of I'ltnrgeon roe. The sturgeon and sturgeon roe are silIlply repacked in Charleston
011 their way from tbe sturgeon camps on Winyah Bay and the Edisto Rh'er to the New York and
Philadelphia maTkets.

183. THE FISIJERIES OF BEAUFORT AND PORT ROYAL.

AnVAN'l'AGES 010' LOCATloN.-Beaufort, a village of one thousand five hunured inhabitants, is

situated on a rIver of the same name, a few miles above the lloint where it empties into Port Royal

Bay. It has long' ueen noted as a summer resort, and wallY of the people of the interior spend

sHornl lIwuths of each year in this locality. The village bas a sman trade in lumber and is the
c0ll1merci:11 center of a large agricultural section.

About 4 miles below Beaufort is Port Royal, a vmage of three hundred inhabitants, situated
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on a branch of the Beaufort River at the head of navigation for large vessels. It has an excellent
location as a shipping point; and though 20 miles from the har, it has the deepest water of any
harbor between Chesapeake R:lS and SontIwrll }'lorida, and seems destined to become one of the
leading seaports of the South.

THE EXTENT OF THE FlSHERJE8.-The fisheries of the region are of little imllOrtanee except

for drum (P. chromis), though tl1e location is good and fish are reported very plenty. At Beaufort
there seems to be no organized fishery, and it is often quite difficult to get a supply for local con­
sumption. Six men calling themselves "fishermen fish with more or less regularity, while others

go out occasionally for pleasure and profit. Two crews corne to the region from Charleston in the

spring to secure fisb and shrimp; but they usually send the bulk of their catch to Charleston for
a market.

At Port Royal two seines are owned and fished along the river banks in the spring and fall ;
and twenty to twenty·five men from the vicinity are engaged in taking shrimp and prawn with

cast-nets. Part of the catch is sold locally at Beaufort and Port Royal and to the fleet of naval

vessels stationed there, but the greater part are sold to the" train hands" who peddle them out
along the line of the railroad.

THE MORE DIPORTANT FOOD-FlSIIES OF l'IIE LOCALITY.-The principal species taken are
drum (P. chromis), mullet pI. albula and JJ1. braziliellsi.~), whiting (JI. alburnus), trout (C. 'lIwculatum),

bass (S. occllata), sheepshead (D. prolJatocephallu), lJJaekfi"h (S. atrari1~8), and croaker (ilf. 1l1ldu­

latus).

DUG;;I FISHING IN BROAD RIVER.-Probabl.y 110 portion of the Atlantic coast is ,isited hJ'
such large schools of drulll as Port Royal Suund mJ(1 BlOad l\iYel', and the drum fisheries of tliis
section are more extensive than those of HlIJ- other locality in the United States. The fish receh'es

its nallle from the peculiar drumming sound wliiel1 it makes during the breeding season; at all

other times it is said to be mute. Broad Rinr has IOllg' bee'a a favorite sllawlliag ground for this

species, and thither the fish resort in immense i<ehools eadl sJlring'. They arc said to arrive early
in ,Man:h al~d are soon yery abuudaut on all of the Laid clayey and roeky spots in the river for a

distance of 20 miles from its mouth, where thPJ" are taken in considerable numbers till the middle
of May. If present at other seasons theJ- are seldom eaught with a hook.

The drum taken in this section are quite large, tlle smallest indixiduals seldom weighing less
than 25 pounds, while the average weight is fi.Illy 55 pounds. The largest specimen of which there
is any authentic record was taken by one of th.e (~rew of the United States steamship Kew Hamp­
shire, in the spring of 1880. It weighed 108 pounds as it came from the water.

Prior to the war man~' of the planters of the interior came to Beaufort each spring to enjoy

the sport of drum fishing. They often brought their negroes along to catch a supply for plantation

use. Many were taken in this way. In curing, the fish were first "sli,ered," after which they were

dry,salted for future nse. Few, if any, were shipped fresh to the larger markets. Since the war
the fishery has passed largely into the hands of the negroes, who bring most of their fish fresh to

Beaufort and sell them to the dealers or residents vf the village at from 25 cents to $1 apiece. A
few are occasional1,y salted by the fishermen. The principal fishiug grounds are in Broad Rh'er,

between Paris Island and Skull Creek.

The fishing is wholly with band-lines in 20 to 25 feet of water. It begins early in ,Marcb, when
many of the negroes from Beaufort, Port Royal, and the yarious islands engage in the fishery from
slIIall bateaux, while a few lnrger craft come from Sav<l1111ah. Soon the fisherJ" ii< at its }leight, and

from seventy-five to one hundred boats, with one to six men each, are engaged to a gTcater or less

extent. Some fish only a few days, while otllcrs Jlsh cOllstantly, WIIl'.11 the weather will permit,
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from the arrh'al of the fish to the close of the season, wbich usually lasts about eight weeks. A
fair estimate would be about one hundred and tweuty men, with fift,y boats, engaged regularly
during the entire season. The catch will :lYerage about four or five fish a week to the man, or one
for each fishing day. This, it must be remembered, is an average catch, for instances have occurred
within a few months where ten to twenty good-sized drum were taken in two or tbree hours by an
expert fishermaiJ, while again several days may pass without a fish being secured. The total catcb

for the season of 1880 was 3,850 fish, or about 211,000 pounds, valued at $2,700. Three·fourths of
the catch goes to Beaufort, one-fifth to Savannah, and the remainder to Port Royal and the islands

along the shore. About 700 drum are sllipped from Beaufort, the gTeater part going to Charleston.

HON. WILLIAM ELLIOT1"S ACCOUNT OF TIlE DRUl\f FISHERY.--Since the above was written

our attention has been called to the admirable little book entitled Carolina Sports, by HOil. William
Elliott, in which the drum fisheries of Broad Hiver are described. Though the volume was not
published till 1859, portiOIls of it-the chapter on the drum fisheries among others-were written
long before, some of tlJem appearing in one or more of the leading periodicals as early as 1837. As

the li::;hery as it existed at that time is shown in detail, it will be found of considerable interest

lJistoricaJ1y. I reproduce here a greater part of the article:

"In the month of April the;y [drnm} abound on the seacoast of South Carolina, and great
Illllll])crs Ilcnetrate onr inlets for the purpose of depositing tbcir spawn. The large ba,y or sonnel

known on the maps as 'Port HO,val Harbor,' but locally as 'Broad River,' is their chosen place of

resort, antI (~onstitutes the best fishing station. If you ask me why they gh'e the preference to this

particular spot, I amnver you-cOIljecturally-because, while it is the deepest and most capacious

bay along OUI' whole southern coas1, it is at tue same time the saltest, there being no important
::;tl'eams from the interior empt;rillg themselves iuto it anu neutralizing the properties of the se~

water. ..
" It is tlle largest scale fish in America. It measures ordinarily 3 feet in lengtlJ, and weighs

frolll :)(1 to 40 PlHlIJlh;. It is beautifully marked on the sides hy broad, dark transverse stripes,
a!tprllating with Ril"er, or else exllibits a uniform bright gold color, which fades, soon after it is
taken, illto the hues already deseribeu. I give the medium weigllt and size of the fish, not the

extreme. I 1I:n'e hikcll oue which measured 4 feet 6 iIlcbes in length, aud weighed 85 pounds. Out

of :!O taken by me OIl a particular day dul'ing the liresent season (April) there were 3 weighing
fl'Olll G5 to 70 pounds each. The smaller sized fi8h are excellent for table lise-their roes, especiallY1

are a great (ldicaey j the larger are onlX valuable when salted and cured like codfish, from which,
wlien llrps8ell, tlwy are scarcely distinguishable in flavor. The planters of this Ticinity are skillfnl

th;herIllcu, and much <1pvote<1 to the sport. They succeeded in takiIlg during the last season at

least U,O()\I of these jj:-;h; amI when I add, that excppt the small llUliiher (~onsllInecl ill their fami­

lies, tJIC remainder ,verQ salted and distributed among their slaves, not in lieu of~ but in addition

to 1heir ordinary snhsi8tence, .yon will perceiYe that tbi" is a case wherein the Jove of sport and
the praeticl' of charity, are singularly coincident.

•,A WIllOW for the mallner of taking them.

"The sporbiInan must provide himself with a substantial boat impelled both b.r oars and sail,

anll with at least 15 fathoms of rope to his grapnel. His line must be 30 fatboms, and furnished
with tlYO }lo\llHls of lpad, distributed in movable sinkers wbich draw up or let down, according to

tl](~ strength of the tidf'. TIc TnU8t Jay in a, good stock of crabs, clams, and prawn, for baitjand

lmnug laum:hed his boat on thp bosom of tlJis benutifnl hny, anrLcome to anchor in about five or

8ix f'athO]]18 of water, 011 gran~]]y or rocI.y bottom, be lIas done everything which can be consid­

?red as prerequisite to a successful fishing. !Iaving baited your hook with either or with a mixturo
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of these different baits (the prawn, though thirty years ago unknown as a bait for drnm, are decid­
edly the best), let out your line until it keeps the bottom, and stand prepared for a bite. The un­
pacticed sportsman who supposes that their bite will be in proportion to their size and strength,
will draw up many a naked hook before he draws a fish. They approach cautiously, and almost as
if they expected a snare. As soon as you feel him certainly at your hook, jerk with your utmost

strength, and draw quickly upon him until you have fixed the hook. in his jaws. The instant he
feels the smart he dashes off with all his force; and this is the critical moment, for if you resist
him too forcibly, he breaks your tackle or tears out :rour hook, and if you give him slack line, he
darts toward you, and shakes the hook out of llis mouth. A just medium, as Sterne sa.ys, pre·
vents all conclusions. In medio tutissi1nIM ibis. You must give him play, keeping your line tight,
yet not overstrained; preserving an equable pressure; managing yonr line with one lland, and
keeping the other in reserve, either to draw in rapidly when the run is toward you or to regulate
the velocitJ' when the run is against you, and severe_ By degrees the efforts of the fish relax, and
he is drawn to the surfaoo. At the sight of the sun he makes a fiual effort to escape, and plunges

till he has reached the bottom. The fatal hook still adheres to his jaws, and when he reappears
exhausted on the surface of the water, it is only to turn ou his back and resign himself to his fate.
A barbed iron, fastened to a wooden staff, is then struck into him and you lift your prize into the
bO~Lt. Generally speaking, you are occupied five minutes in taking a fish; but if the tide be "trong,

amI the fish large, your sport may last fifteen.
"There is great uncertainty attending this sport; the patience of the fisherman may be

severely tested. Sometimes you have the mortification to hear them drumming beneath ;vour boat,
while they stubbornly refuse to be taken, rejecting untasted the most tempting baits you can offer;
at other times they are iu better humor. As a general rule, with five lines in your boat, you lllay
count on 15 or 20 fish as the result of a day's sport. Occasionall.y, ;you have memorable lnck: 63
were taken during the present season, by a boat with seven lines, and I once knew a boat with ten

lines to take as many as 96. The best success I have met with personally was to take 40 to three
lines; 18 fish fell to my share of the sport; my two oarsmen took the remainder. Thirty fish were
all that the boat conld conveniently contain; her gunwale was but a few inches above tbe water~'

and we slung the 10 (which were de trop) alongside by a rope.
• • • • • • •

"I love all sports whether by flood or field, and have engaged in many an animating scene
of sylvan and aquatic amusement, but I have found none, devil·fishing alone excepted, possessed
of so absorbing an interest as successful drum fishing. Imagine yourself afloat on our beantiful bay,
the ocean before yon, the islands encircling yon, and a fleet of forty or fifty fisbing boats (their white

awnings glistening in the sun) riding sociably around. Suddenly a school of fish strike at some par·
ticular boat; second is engaged; the direction of the school is indicated; the boats out of the run of
the fish draw up their anchors and place themselves rapidly alongside, or iu the rear of the successful
boats, and Boon they participate in the sport. And now, two, three, a dozen, nay, twenty boats,
are engaged; in some boats 3 at a time are drawn alongside; the fish dart across each other; the
lines are entangled; the water foams with the lashing of their tails, and the fiS]lerman scarce

knows, while they flounder on the surface, which fish belongs to his own hook, which to his neigh­
bors; the barb is dashed hurriedly and at random into the yet struggling fish, and each one is
burniug with anxiety to secure his fish and return to the sport before the favorable momcnt hus
passed. The interest is intense. Isaac \'\Talton knew nothing like this. If he bad, be must have
disdaiped all smaller fry, and have abandoned the impaling of minnows and the enticement of

trout, to indulge in the snperior pleasure of drum fishing." *
._------------------

33QR F
* Carolina Sports. \V. Elliott, pp.123-129.
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SEINE FISHING IN 'l'HE LOCALITY BY THE CREW OF A NORTHERN VESSEL.-ln addition to

the local fisheries, a Northern fishing smack came to Port Royal in 1877 to seine fish for sIJipmellt
to the NortJ.lern markets, but after a year's fishing at various points between Charleston and Fer·
nandina the business was abandoned by the crew, who pronounced it a failure fillanciaIl.,Y.

A NEW :BEDFORD WHALER VISITS THE REGION.-A whaling vessel, the Charles W. Morse,

Oaptain Hazard, of New Bedford, came to this region in the fall of 1878, to cruise along the shore,
making her headquarters at Port Royal. Meeting with good success, she returned the following
season and was again fairly successful. Whales are said to be now more plenty along the coast of
South Carolina and Georgia than they have been for many years.

C.-THE FISHERIES OF GEORGIA.

184. STATISTlO.AL ItECAPITULATION.

The sea 11sheries of Georgia are as 'yet almost ~holl'y undeveloped, and the State comes, next
to Eastern Florida, lowest on the list of the .A.tlantic bordering States. Immense quantities of
eclibIe fish of various species gather iu the numerons sounds and hays, and along the outer sIJore,
l,ut COlIll)aratin~l.r few are taken, rmd the people arc largel.y depenaent npon the fishermen of

'''estern Florida for their supply. In 1880 the value of all sea pro(!ucts, exclusive of oysters, was
ouly Sl!l,235. The oysters tak..m were valued at $35,000, making the total valne of the sea }lrodncts

$:;J,:t~;,. Till) river iisllcries are more fully developed, aud the Savannah, Ogecebee, and Altamaba
caell yie·lll considerable quantities of fresh-water and anadrOlIlous species. The principal fish

takcn are shad and sturgeoll; of the former 252,000 pounds and of the latter ::Y..iJ,OOO pounds were
C);l light it! 1880.

The fbllo\yilJg stat.ements show iii detail the t~X(Cllt of t.he fishery interests of (lie State for the

Yl':u'ISS0;

i.~---- -.-~._--------.'------

l PerS,Oll.s eruI)loYed. Number.

I--~----- . .------_
I:::~:~:~ =I:~;:::' .:::::: ::. :::::::: :::::::::: :::: ::::::::1 8~~
I Total···········~·~~·~~::_·~~=~~~···i~-&99 i

Deta-iled statement of capital ill vested. and apparatus cUlployed.

--------_.----..-._---_._~.. _------
. AJlparntns sJlllcified. Number. i Value I

! Ye•••l. (12 tons)~:.~~~.~~~•..-.~= ··1 1 i ~o I
: Boato .. ·························_··········

I
' 358 i 1;;' 425 1

, PouDII-ncts and hock.traps ...••.....•...••..•.. 110! 1,%0 i
, Fyl<es, pots. and baskets 1 OO! 650 I
. Gill·nets. .. -- .. -[ '2.51 I 9,120 I
, Dip-nets and cast-nets _ ) 1!7 i 685 j
; Drag.seines · .. ·· _ _l 17 j 800 j
\ 1IIiuor apparatus, lnc1udiult outfit .-.- .......•• "1- ..... "'" -.. 'I 5.5«l I
i Factories ond oilier shore property ..•.....•.••. i .•••• , ••• .. ... 32.750 I
i Additional cash capito.l ....•....•..•.• , _/==:::::.: _. '--:1,700 :

i 'IotaJcapital. j 78,770,-
I :
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De/ailed statemeut aj the qllaJltitits alld t'alues of the products.
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Prolluct8 specifietl. PouIHls. Yulue.

Grand total for fi8heQ~ proc.lucts _

Sea fisheries.
, BlueJibh ..
~ Clam. (banI) .
, Crabs .
i Mullet._ ...••.•........•. __ .. __ _..

iO.".ters ..
i Shrimp .
I Spotted sen-tront .. - _ _ .

i Squeteague. _ -•..... _ .

i ~:;::~~~.~~~~;~~~: ::::::::.::.:::::::: .

5,000 100
24,000 1,630

7, ~OO 1~5

106,000 4,100
490,000 35,000

06,000 4,000
9{),00') 1, BOO
32,000 480

19.800 1,650
1~2, 000 5,320

Total sea prol1uct!5- .. _.....

River Jrsherics.
Alt'wivC8

SL'Hl. ......
Stlngeon .. __ ... __

All attN' ,"Pt~t..'iPl't....•. _. _ _.~ _.•. • __ ••.

Total l'i\"'{'r products.. _ _.. _.. _•.. _ .

D8~, 000

120.000

2;j.~, 000

354.000

559, !lOll

1. ~90. 500

54. 2~5

3,750

17.911

24,780

l:J, ~97

The following- ;"tatemcnts gin> the statistics of the salt· water fislJeries of G('orgia, exdusi,~e

of the oyster industry:

121

40

Ie]

. ---_._._----------

-Boats . __ ._ ...•.••. _.•........... _••.

F.\k~B, put~, and 11~l8kets_.•••... _....•.•...

GilI·nds ..

Drag·8f'illf'-ii_ .....• ~ ...•.•..... _.•. _ .

Dip·nets antl cast-net-s _..........•.. _.- -. _.
MinoI' apparatus. including outtit _. - .
Faet-orieR and otber shore property .. _ - ..
Ca.h capital. .. _....... - .. - ..

Total capital _ ..

KUlllher.

ti6

50

40

17
ll;;

Talue.

$~, 250

2.10

bOO

bliO

625

•

Detailed Rtatement 0/ th" quantities alid ralues oj tJ.e prod""t•.

Products specified. Pounds. Valne.

$100
I, 6~0

125

4.100
4, COO

1,800

480

1,650

0,320

Bluefish ..
Clam. (hard) -
Crab ~ ..
Mullet _ _ ..
Shrimp _._ ._._._ _ _•. , •.•..••••.

Spotted sea·trout '._ _ __ ._ _ _.. _ .

Squeteague ..
Terrapin .
All other .pecies .. _ _..

'.rotal .

5,000

24,000

7,200

lOu, 000

06.000

DO. 000

32,000

ID,800

152,000
:----

492,000
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185. SAVANNAH AXD ITS FISHERY INTERESTS.

SAVANNAH AS A COllUmRCIAL CENTER.-SaVannah, the metropolis and only important com·
mercial city on the Georgia coast, is located on the south bank of the Sa,-annah River, about :::0
miles from the sea.. It was settled by General Ogletborpe in 1'i33 and incorporated as a city in

1789. In 1850 it had a population of 15,300, and in 1870 of 28,200. Since that time it bas grown
very rapidly, and ]las now come to be one of the principal seaports of the South, ranking third in

the United States in the exportation of cotton, ana doing considerable business in the shipment of

lumber and naval stores.
SAVANNAH AS A FISHING TOWN.-Thecity has a peculiar relation to the iisheries, for its large

trade with the interior, together with its excellent shipping facilities by either land or water, make
it an important point for the fresh-fish trade, while its distance from the sea renders the capture

of ocean species a laborious, though we may safely say) not an unprofitable employment.
THE VESSEL FISHERIES OF SAVANNAH.-One or more smacks have been employed in fishing

for the Savannah market froll time to time, but as the water in the vicinity of the city is fresh it

is found impossible to keep the fish in cars. The nearest salt water is five miles from the city by

hUld ana considerably farther by water) and the inconvenience amI expense of keeping the fisb at
so great a distance render the smack-fisheries unprofitable. Occasionally smacks have fisbed on

th(~ various banks between Charleston and Fernandina, running their fish direct to the city and
transferriIlg them at once from the vessel's well to the ice-boxes of the dealers. In 1879 there was

one vessel, the lJillian, of Noank, COlln., fishing for the Savannah market. She canght her fish at

IlJdian River Inlet, Florida, with a haul-seine, and carried them to market in ice.
THE EXTENT OF THE COAST FISHERIEs.-The boat fisheries of Savannah are ver;r limited.

They are confined largely to the fresh·water and auadromous species, though the soumIs along
the shore are well filled witll excellent food-fishes. Formerly several crews from Oharleston came

n'gl1larly to the region with seines and gill-nets, and fished for the Savannah markeF, meeting
with excellent success; but nothing has been done in this line for several years.

The only coast fishing at the present time is by parties living on some of the shore islands,
and by fishermen from the city, who visit tbe sounds occasionaIl.17 for tbe purpose of fishing. The

bnsiness is, however, of little importance.
TUE SHRIMP FISIIEIUEs.-Sbrimp are abnndant in the waters along the shore, and, during

the height of the seasoll, twenty to bventy-:flxe men go to Saiut Oatherine and Osabaw Sounds,
where they camp for several weeks for the purpose of engaging in the fishery. They carTy a com­
plete outfit, including seines, cast-nets, boats, and kettles for cooking the shrimp. After cooking

and dryiIlg' tIle catch of the day, one boat is detailed to carry it to market. The price paid by the
Savannah dealers varies from $5 to $1.50 per bushel according to circumstances, $2.50 being a

fair average. During- the summer of 18i9 about 1,400 bushels, valued at $2,500) were landed; but

the catch could easily luwe been increased to many times that quautity bad there been a market
for them. Of those tal,en part are sold locally, others go to the interior cities) amI the remainder

are packed ill crates and sent to the Northern markets.
THE LOCAL FRESU-WATER FISHERIEs.-The fresh-water fishing is "With hook-and-line and

trawl in the Savannah Ri,'er, for 10 miles on either side of the city, llnd in tbe Ogeechee River.

The bulk of the catch is catfish and rock, though a few fresh-water trout (Jlficropferu8 pallidus),
sun tront (01w:nobrytt-us guloEns), spotted trout (Pomoxys r!1'grofflaculat1Is); jacks (EsQX m»ericanus),

and several species of bream are taken.
TUE SUAD FISHlcun><:: OF GEORGIA.-Savannah has long bC('n an important center for the
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shad fisheries, and as early as 1834, according to Captain Larldn, a number of Connecticut fisher­
men came to tbe region with gllJ-nets and tool, :--had f(w shipment in sail vessels to'the North.

\Vlleu the first line of steameI'(~between SayunlJult and Rew York was started, the fishing assumed

important proportions, and it continuc(l to increm;e till about 1870, when it reached its height.

Since that date it has gradually df:Jcliuel1, though at the present time a number of Northerners,

with others from tlle locality, fish regularly in the SanmnalJ, Ogeecbet3, and Altamaha Rivers, a
greater part of tLe catch going to Savannah. Many of the nets and boats are owned by the city

(lealeI's. According to Colonel McDonald tLe catch for 1879 was 17,500 white shad (C. sapidissima)

and 7,500 "hicks" (Clupea mcdiocris) for the Savannah; 15,000 white shad and 7,400 hicks for the

Ogeechee; and 3,750 white shad and 3,750 hicks for the Altamaha. A detailed account will be

given iu the chapter on the shad fisheries.

THE WHOLESALE AND RETAIL FISH 1'RADE OF SAVAJ:-<XAH.-Savannah, on account of its
location, is more important as a distributing center for the Georgia and Florida catch than as a

fishing town. Formerly th~ supply was obtained almost wholly from Charleston, but with the

opening of Florida by the railroads large fisheries were established in that State, and Savannah

was the natural market for the catch. At the present time the supply comes largel;y from the

rivers of the State, and from va,rious localities in Florida, the principal ones being Cedar Keys,

Saint Mark's, and the Saint John's and Indian RiYers.

The principal species of the market are shad, sturgeon, catfish, red-snappers, groupers (E1Jine­

pltelu8 morio and E. DrumlnondHayi), mullet, shcepsltea<l, spotted trout, alit] crevallc (Caranx

pisquetus).
There are three firms extensi\-ely engaged in the shipment of all kinds of fresh fisIl, with

two others that handle sturgeon exclusi\'cly. Some of tIle marketmen also ship a few barrels

to different parts of the Stat-e. Formerl~' uo fresh fish, with the exception of shad, were seut

beyond the limits of the State, but the trade has gradually increased until Savannah has ?omc to

be the largest fish market of the South Atlantic States, and now sends a few fish as far west as

Chicago and Saint Louis, while many go to Kentucky, Tennessee, and South Carolina. Owing to
the warm weather the business is continued ouly from October to tbe middle of May, and few if

any fish are sent out in summer.
THE CITY TRADE.-The city retail trade is largel.r umler Um control of the marketmen. Tell

parties, including the three large dealers, rent stalls and keep a full assortment of both fresh and

salt· water species. Several of the smallci' fil'lUS get their supply direct from Florida and from the
fishermen of the locality; but the majority depend wholly upon the wholesale dealers for their

salt,water fish. There are also a few negroes who make a business of vending fish through the

streets. The number varies considerably according to the season. The average is about nine or

ten for the year.
The peculiar feature of the market is the large number of catfish consumed. Saturday is

known as catfish day, and many of the local fishermen, who devote their attention to the capture

of the species with line, trawl, or trap, keep their catch in cars till Saturday, marketing them on

that day only. The catfish are sold chiefly to the negroes, who usually buy them in preference to

any other species, hoth on account of their cheapness and flavor. Fifteen hundred to 2,000

bunches are sometimes sold in a day, and it is estimated that not less than 30,000 bunches are

sold yearly, at an average of 15 cents a bunch.
A few hard crabs and clams are sold by negroes from little stands in other parts of the

market, but, according to Mr..George Witte, the business is very limited, and the clam trade of

Savannah does not exceed 150 to 200 bushels yearly.
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ST.ATISTICS OF THE SAV.ANNAH MARKET IN 1879.-In 1879 the fish· dealers of Savannah
handled abont 451°00 shad from the various fisheries of the Saint John'sIOgeechee, and Savannah
Rivers. In addition, they received 501000 pounds of red-snappers, 651°°0 mullet, ancI 700,000

pounds of mixed fish from different parts of Florida; and 1201°00 strings of mixed fish, 1,400

bushels of shrimp, and 400 dozen terrapin from the coast and rivers of Georgia. According to
Colonel McDonald, the amount of sturgeon handled in Savannah during the same season was
312,000 pounds of dressed iish and 42,000 pounds of roe, valued at $24,800. About one·balf of the
shad were sent to New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore; and one-fourth of the remainder to
the principal cities of Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, and Tennessee. The sturgeon, red-snappers,
terrapin, and about one-third of the shrimp ~o to New York and Philadelphia: The remainder of
tile catch is sold to the city trade, or sent to the larger cities of Georgia and South Carolina.

'186. BRUNS\YICK AND ITS FISHERY INTEUESTS.

Brunswick is a town of two thansand inhabitants, on one of the branches of Turtle River l

about 12 miles from the mouth of Saint Simon's Sound. It has railroad communication with the
interior, and the weekl;y steamers between Savannah and Fernandina tonch at its wharves. It
has the best shipping facilities of any town on tbis portion of the coal:>t; its principal trade being
in lumber, while cotton amI naval stores are handled in considerable quantities.

The waters of the harbor and adjoining river abound in fish and oysters, but no fishing of
importance is done. Three gill-nets are fished for tront and other species, between October and
May, and the negroes of the ,icinity go Qut occasionally with hand-lines, bringing their catch to
Brunswick. In addition, the negroes for miles on either side, especially those of Cumberland
Island, catch a good many fish, and, when the price will warrant, they often send them to Bruns­
wick for a market; but the price is usually so low that the fishing is not followed with any regu·

larity. The catch is sold for loca,l consumption or to the railroad men who peddle it out at the
various stations along the line of the road.

FISHING .AT DA.RIEN AND S.AINT SIMON's.-The settlement of Darien on the north and of Saint
Simon's on the south of Brunswick have also extensi,e lumber interests l and a large fleet of
vessels come regularly to these points and remain for weeks at a time while securing their cargoes.

These purchase their supply of fish from the negroes of the locality, and a slLHtll business has sprung
IIp in this way. There is also a shad fishery on the Altamaha, near Darien, but the catch is quite
small and few are shipped.

'WHALING FROM BRUNSWICK BY MASSACHUSETTS VESSELs.-Formerl;r, and for a number of

years, a portion of the New Bedford and Provincetown whaling fleet, while cruising on the
"Bahama Grounds" during" the fall and winter, made a practice of running into Fernandina" Fla.,
to ship their cargoes of oil and bone instead of taking the time to carry them home. While in this
vicinity they freqnently sighted whales and occasionally succeeded in taking some of them. The
~'el1ow fever at Fcrnandina several ~'ears ago caused some of the vcssels to change their landing
place to Brunswick. In the winter of 1875-'7li the schooner Golden l'~'agle, after landing her cargo,

remained in this region to cruise for whales, making Brunswick her headquarters for o,er two
lllontl1s. During this time she secured one whale. The next ;year two vessels came to cruise in the
same locality and met with fair success. Other8 followed, and in the winter of 1879-'80 five whalers
made Brnllswick their headquarters while cruising along the shore, and np to March 1 they had
taken five whales, yielding 226 barrels of oil and 2,750 pounds of bone, all of which was shipped to
the Massachusetts wbaling ports.




