




dependable and accurate compilation of native mussel community dynamics, as well as 
locations and characteristics of suitable habitats, and techniques for relocation of native 
mussels. 
 
To salvage, protect, and enhance UMR populations of Higgins’ eye pearlymussels, a 
suite of complimentary efforts are needed.  The Genoa National Fish Hatchery (NFH) has 
a record of successful partnerships and was the first NFH to obtain U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service authorization to house native mussels.  The mission and infrastructure of the 
Genoa NFH makes this facility a unique and logical site for holding and propagating 
Higgins’ eye pearlymussels. 
 
The purpose of this project is to prevent zebra mussel-induced extinction of the Higgins’ 
eye pearlymussel through propagation at the Genoa NFH and the subsequent stocking 
into refugia habitats with no or low zebra mussel densities.  










