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What is LEED?
· Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, or LEED®, is a green building rating system that has become a nationally-accepted benchmark for the design, construction and operation of high-performance green buildings.      

· The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) launched the first LEED rating system in 1998 as a means to define and measure “green” buildings. Green buildings refer to high-performance, environmentally-responsible buildings that also promote the health and well-being of the occupants.      

· USGBC, established in 1993, is a non-profit organization that is working to transform the building industry to sustainable practices.  It is comprised of more than 12,000 member organizations that include product manufacturers, architects, engineers, government organizations, general contractors, and real estate professionals.  

· LEED is the most widely-used and -accepted sustainable building rating system for new and existing buildings in the United States. It evaluates environmental performance from a whole building perspective over a building's life cycle, providing a quantifiable standard for what constitutes a ”green” building. 

· The five environmental categories by which buildings are evaluated are: sustainable sites; water efficiency; energy and atmosphere; materials and resources; and indoor environmental quality. An additional category addresses innovation and design process. 
· To achieve LEED certification, a building must first meet a set of minimum standards, or pre-requisites. Project teams earn credits toward certification by employing specific sustainable design strategies during design, construction or operation, and documenting levels of building performance.   


· Documentation for meeting credits is submitted online and verified by certification experts.  Once the review is completed, buildings can be awarded a LEED rating in one of four categories: Certified, Silver, Gold, and Platinum.  

· The LEED project registration fee is $450 for USGBC members. Members pay a minimum certification fee of $1,750 and a maximum of $17,500 with fees ranging from $0.025 - $0.035 per square foot.  
· The LEED portfolio of products now includes LEED for New Construction, LEED for Existing Buildings, LEED for Commercial Interiors, LEED for Core & Shell, LEED for Homes, and LEED for Neighborhood Development. 

· GSA requires certification through LEED for New Construction for all new buildings and major renovations. GSA also encourages, but does not require, LEED for Existing Buildings which addresses operations and maintenance of buildings, and LEED for Commercial Interiors which addresses build-outs of tenant space within a building.

· In the U.S., 1,283 commercial and government buildings are LEED-certified, with 9,867 buildings—representing 3.1 billion square feet—registered with USGBC and working toward LEED certification, 
· USGBC member committees developed the current LEED rating system via a robust consensus process that allows USGBC to incorporate constantly-evolving practices and technologies. The key elements of the process, which USGBC has refined over more than a decade of leadership experience, include a balanced and transparent committee structure; Technical Advisory Groups to ensure scientific consistency and rigor; opportunities for stakeholder comment and review; member ballot of new rating systems and substantive improvements to existing rating systems; and a fair and open appeals process. 
· USGBC is currently developing its third iteration of LEED which will harmonize and align LEED rating systems and versions, and incorporate recent advances in science and technology. At the same time, USGBC is introducing a continuous improvement process into LEED, which will create a more flexible and adaptive program to allow USGBC to respond seamlessly to the market’s evolving needs. Specific focus areas include: technical and scientific innovations that will improve building performance; the applicability of LEED to the marketplace to speed market transformation; and evaluation of the customer experience to ensure that LEED is an effective tool.
· LEED is maintained through an open, transparent, consensus-based process that is facilitated by volunteer committees representing green building experts and the diversity of the building industry. Updates and additions to LEED go through a public comment period, allowing feedback from all stakeholders, and are adopted through a vote by USGBC’s full membership.
	
For more information about GSA’s sustainability initiatives, 
visit gsa.gov and click on “Go Green.”
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