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must be acceptable to the OCMI. An al-
ternate means of embarkation must 
have sufficient capacity to permit per-
sons to safely descend to the waterline 
at a rate comparable to the device 
which the alternate means of embar-
kation replaces. 

[CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25291, May 20, 1996, as 
amended at 63 FR 52814, Oct. 1, 1998]

§ 108.545 Marine evacuation system 
launching arrangements. 

(a) Arrangements. Each marine evacu-
ation system must have the following 
arrangements: 

(1) Each marine evacuation system 
must be capable of being deployed by 
one person. 

(2) Each marine evacuation system 
must enable the total number of per-
sons for which it is designed, to be 
transferred from the unit into the in-
flated liferafts within a period of 10 
minutes from the time the signal to 
abandon the unit is given. 

(3) Each marine evacuation system 
must be arranged so that liferafts may 
be securely attached to the platform 
and released from the platform by a 
person either in the liferaft or on the 
platform. 

(4) Each marine evacuation system 
must be capable of being deployed from 
the unit under unfavorable conditions 
of list of up to 20 degrees. 

(5) If the marine evacuation system 
has an inclined slide, the angle of the 
slide from horizontal must be within a 
range of 30 to 35 degrees when the unit 
is upright and in the lightest seagoing 
condition. 

(6) Each marine evacuation system 
platform must be capable of being re-
strained by a bowsing line or other po-
sitioning system that is designed to de-
ploy automatically, and if necessary, 
be capable of being adjusted to the po-
sition required for evacuation. 

(b) Stowage. Each marine evacuation 
system must be stowed as follows: 

(1) There must not be any openings 
between the marine evacuation sys-
tem’s embarkation station and the 
unit’s side at the unit’s waterline in 
the lightest seagoing condition. 

(2) The marine evacuation system 
must be protected from any projections 
of the unit’s structure or equipment. 

(3) The marine evacuation system’s 
passage and platform, when deployed, 
its stowage container, and its oper-
ational arrangement must not inter-
fere with the operation of any other 
lifesaving appliance at any other 
launching station. 

(4) Where appropriate, the marine 
evacuation system’s stowage area must 
be protected from damage by heavy 
seas. 

(c) Stowage of associated liferafts. In-
flatable liferafts used in conjunction 
with the marine evacuation system 
must be stowed as follows: 

(1) Each inflatable liferaft used in 
conjunction with the marine evacu-
ation system must be close to the sys-
tem container, but capable of dropping 
clear of the deployed chute and board-
ing platform. 

(2) Each inflatable liferaft used in 
conjunction with the marine evacu-
ation system must be capable of indi-
vidual release from its stowage rack. 

(3) Each inflatable liferaft used in 
conjunction with the marine evacu-
ation system must be stowed in accord-
ance with § 108.530. 

(4) Each inflatable liferaft used in 
conjunction with the marine evacu-
ation system must be provided with 
pre-connected or easily connected re-
trieving lines to the platform.

§ 108.550 Survival craft launching and 
recovery arrangements: General. 

(a) Each launching appliance for a 
lifeboat must be a davit approved 
under approval series 160.132, with a 
winch approved under approval series 
160.115. Each launching appliance for a 
davit-launched liferaft must be ap-
proved under approval series 160.163, 
with an automatic disengaging appa-
ratus approved under approval series 
160.170. 

(b) All lifeboats required for aban-
donment by the total number of per-
sons permitted on board must be capa-
ble of being launched with their full 
complement of persons and equipment 
within 10 minutes from the time the 
signal to abandon the unit is given. 

(c) Each survival craft must be ar-
ranged to clear each leg, column, foot-
ing, brace, mat, and each similar struc-
ture below the hull of a self-elevating 
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