E85 Outreach

Today the U.S. imports more than half of its oil, and overall consumption continues to increase.  How can we be more independent?  E85 and flexible-fuel vehicles (FFVs) is the answer.  
The number of E85 stations and FFVs continues to grow.  There are currently about six million E85 compatible vehicles on American roads and 650 E85 fueling locations.  At this time last year there were approximately 4.5 million FFVs and 300 E85 fueling facilities.  The increasing numbers along with auto manufactures’ public awareness campaigns have been a contributing factor to a saturation of consumer education.  

Advertising campaigns such as General Motors’ Live Green Go Yellow (www.livegreengoyellow.com) continues to educate individuals on FFVs and the fuel that can power them.  GM began this campaign earlier this year with television commercials during Super Bowl XL and the XX Winter Olympics, print advertisements in major newspapers such as the USA Today and Wall Street Journal, and website banners.  
Several major Chicago buildings were illuminated in yellow lights during the announcement of this campaign at Chicago Auto Show in early February symbolizing the corn used in creating the ethanol in the E85 fuel. Other outreach for this campaign includes a major presence in the 2006 NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series and promotions with 2005 NASCAR Nextel Cup champion, Tony Stewart. 

“E85 ethanol burns cleaner than gasoline and is a renewable, domestic fuel that can enhance the nation’s economy and energy security,” said Elizabeth Lowery, GM vice president of environment and energy.  

GM now has nine 2006 models that are compatible with E85: Chevy Impala and Monte Carlo; Chevrolet Silverado, Avalanche and GMC Sierra; Chevrolet Tahoe; and GMC Yukon, Yukon XL and Chevrolet Suburban. The automaker plans to add 400,000 of these vehicles to the fleet in 2006.
Ford Motor Company is also planning a large advertising campaign for the Midwest market in months to come. 
For more information regarding E85 and FFVs, visit www.E85Fuel.com.

The National Ethanol Vehicle Coalition is the nation’s primary advocate of E85 as an alternative transportation fuel.
