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(b) Definitions. For the purposes of 
this part, (1) Federal employment in-
cludes the following range of services 
performed for the Federal government: 
(i) All employment in the competitive 
or excepted service or the Senior Exec-
utive Service in the Executive Branch; 
(ii) appointments, salaried or 
unsalaried, to Federal Advisory Com-
mittees or to membership agencies; 
(iii) cooperative work assignments in 
which the individual has access to Fed-
eral materials such as examination 
booklets, or performs service for, or 
under supervision of, a Federal agency 
while being paid by another organiza-
tion such as a State or local govern-
ment; (iv) volunteer arrangements in 
which the individual performs service 
for, or under the supervision of, a Fed-
eral agency; and (v) volunteer or other 
arrangements in which the individual 
represents the United States Govern-
ment or any agency thereof. 

(2) Agency means any authority of 
the Government of the United States, 
whether or not it is within or subject 
to review by another agency, and in-
cludes any executive department, mili-
tary department, Government corpora-
tion, Government-controlled corpora-
tion, or other establishment in the ex-
ecutive branch of the Government, or 
any independent regulatory agency. 

(3) Personnel investigation means an 
investigation conducted by written or 
telephone inquiries or through personal 
contacts to determine the suitability, 
eligibility, or qualifications of individ-
uals for Federal employment, for work 
on Federal contracts, or for access to 
classified information or restricted 
areas.

§ 736.102 Notice to investigative 
sources. 

(a) The agency investigator will no-
tify the source from whom information 
is requested, whether in person or by 
telephone, of the purpose for which the 
information is being sought and of the 
uses that may be made of the informa-
tion. The interviewing agent must no-
tify each person interviewed and each 
custodian of records contacted that all 
information provided, including the 
record source’s identity, may be dis-
closed upon the request of the subject 
of the investigation. 

(b) The interviewing agent may grant 
a pledge to keep confidential the iden-
tity of an information source upon spe-
cific request by the source. In addition, 
the agent has discretion to offer the 
source a pledge of confidentiality 
where the agent believes that such a 
pledge is necessary to obtain informa-
tion pertinent to the investigation. A 
pledge of confidentiality may not be 
assumed by the source. The inter-
viewing agent may not suggest to a 
source that the source request con-
fidentiality. 

(c) Where information is requested by 
written inquiry, the form, instructions, 
or correspondence used by an agency 
will include: (1) Notification that all 
information furnished by the source, 
including the source’s identity, except 
for custodians of law enforcement or 
educational records, may be disclosed 
upon the request of the subject of the 
investigation; and (2) Space for the in-
formation source to request a pledge 
that the source’s identity will not be 
disclosed to the subject of the inves-
tigation; or (3) An offer to make special 
arrangements to obtain significant in-
formation which the source feels un-
able to furnish without a promise that 
the source’s identity will be kept con-
fidential. 

(d) A pledge of confidentiality, if 
granted, extends only to the identity of 
the source, and to any information fur-
nished by the source that would reveal 
the identity of the source.

§ 736.103 Protecting the identity of a 
source. 

When a source is granted a promise 
that the source’s identity will be kept 
confidential, the investigative agency 
and all other agencies that receive in-
formation obtained under the promise 
are required to take all reasonable pre-
cautions to protect the source’s iden-
tity. Each agency will prepare for its 
investigators and agents implementing 
instructions consistent with this part.

§ 736.104 Public availability of inves-
tigative files. 

(a) Investigative files are records 
subject to the Privacy Act and the 
Freedom of Information Act and are 
made available to requesters in accord-
ance with the provisions of those Acts. 
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