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(b) Requests for investigative records 
are to be submitted to the Office of 
Personnel Management, Federal Inves-
tigations Processing Center, FOI/PA, 
Boyers, Pennsylvania 16018.

Subpart B—Investigative 
Requirements

§ 736.201 Responsibilities of OPM and 
other Federal agencies. 

(a) Unless provided otherwise by law, 
the investigation of persons entering or 
employed in the competitive service, or 
by career appointment in the Senior 
Executive Service, is the responsibility 
of OPM. 

(b) Requests for delegated inves-
tigating authority. Agencies may re-
quest delegated authority from OPM to 
conduct or contract out investigations 
of persons entering or employed in the 
competitive service or by career ap-
pointment in the Senior Executive 
Service. Such requests shall be made in 
writing by agency heads, or designees, 
and specify the reason(s) for the re-
quest. 

(c) Timing of investigations. Inves-
tigations required for positions must 
be initiated within 14 days of place-
ment in the position except for: Posi-
tions designated Critical-Sensitive 
under part 732 of this chapter must be 
completed preplacement, or post-place-
ment with approval of a waiver in ac-
cordance with § 732.202(a) of this chap-
ter; and for positions designated Spe-
cial-Sensitive under part 732 of this 
chapter must be completed 
preplacement.
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Subpart A—Principal Statutory Re-
quirements for Suspension for 
14 Days or Less

§ 752.101 Principal statutory require-
ments. 

This subpart incorporates the prin-
cipal statutory requirements for sus-
pensions for 14 days or less, found in 
subchapter II of chapter 75 of title 5, 
United States Code. 

CHAPTER 75—ADVERSE ACTIONS

SUBCHAPTER I—SUSPENSION FOR 14 DAYS OR 
LESS 

§ 7501. Definitions 

For the purpose of this subchapter— 
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(1) ‘‘employee’’ means an individual in the 
competitive service who is not serving a pro-
bationary or trial period under an initial ap-
pointment or who has completed 1 year of 
current continuous employment in the same 
or similar positions under other than a tem-
porary appointment limited to 1 year or less; 
and 

(2) ‘‘suspension’’ means the placing of an 
employee, for disciplinary reasons, in a tem-
porary status without duties and pay. 

§ 7502. Actions covered 

This subchapter applies to a suspension for 
14 days or less, but does not apply to a sus-
pension under section 7521 or 7532 of this 
title or any action initiated under section 
1206 of this title. 

§ 7503. Cause and procedure 

(a) Under regulations prescribed by the Of-
fice of Personnel Management, an employee 
may be suspended for 14 days or less for such 
cause as will promote the efficiency of the 
service (including discourteous conduct to 
the public confirmed by an immediate super-
visor’s report of four such instances within 
any one-year period or any other pattern of 
discourteous conduct). 

(b) An employee against whom a suspen-
sion for 14 days or less is proposed is entitled 
to— 

(1) an advance written notice stating the 
specific reasons for the proposed action; 

(2) a reasonable time to answer orally and 
in writing and to furnish affidavits and other 
documentary evidence in support of the an-
swer; 

(3) be represented by an attorney or other 
representative; and 

(4) a written decision and the specific rea-
sons therefor at the earliest practicable date. 

(c) Copies of the notice of proposed action, 
the answer of the employee if written, a 
summary thereof if made orally, the notice 
of decision and reasons therefor, and any 
order effecting the suspension, together with 
any supporting material, shall be maintained 
by the agency and shall be furnished to the 
Merit Systems Protection Board upon its re-
quest and to the employee affected upon the 
employee’s request. 

§ 7504. Regulations 

The Office of Personnel Management may 
prescribe regulations to carry out the pur-
pose of this subchapter.

Subpart B—Regulatory Require-
ments for Suspension for 14 
Days or Less

§ 752.201 Coverage. 

(a) Actions covered. This subpart cov-
ers suspension for 14 days or less. 

(b) Employees covered. This subpart 
covers: 

(1) An employee in the competitive 
service who has completd a proba-
tionary or trial period; 

(2) An employee in the competitive 
service serving in an appointment 
which requires no probationary or trial 
period, and who has completed 1 year 
of current continuous employment in 
the same or similar positions under 
other than a temporary appointment 
limited to 1 year or less; 

(3) An employee with competitive 
status who occupies a position under 
Schedule B of part 213 of this chapter; 

(4) An employee who was in the com-
petitive service at the time his or her 
position was first listed under Schedule 
A, B, or C of the excepted service and 
still occupies that position; 

(5) An employee of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs appointed under sec-
tion 7401(3) of title 38, United States 
Code; and 

(6) An employee of the Government 
Printing Office. 

(c) Exclusions. This subpart does not 
apply to a suspension for 14 days or 
less: 

(1) Of an administrative law judge 
under 5 U.S.C. 7521; 

(2) Taken for national security rea-
sons under 5 U.S.C. 7531; 

(3) Taken under a provision of stat-
ute, other than one codified in 5 U.S. 
Code, which excepts the action from 
subchapter I, chapter 75 of title 5, U.S. 
Code; 

(4) Of a reemployed annuitant; or 
(5) Of a National Guard Technician. 
(d) Definitions. In this subpart— 
(1) Day means a calendar day. 
(2) Current continuous employment 

means a period of employment imme-
diately preceding a suspension action 
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