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November 11, 1987
The Honorable Harold R. Tyler, J r .
Chairman
ABA Standing Committee on Federal Judiciary
1800 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

Dear Judge Tyler:

While the nominating process for Judge Ginsburg is now moot, I am writing
concerning a statement attributed to you and a statement attributed to an
anonymous member of the ABA screening committee.

The enclosed article in the Washington Post by Mary Thornton quotes Judiciary
Committee sources as saying that you hoped the "ABA Committee would finish its
investigation of Judge Ginsburg by December 1 but were net sure that it could be
completed that quickly.

I would hope that all of us, the A M and the Judiciary Committee, would move
promptly on Judge Kennedy's nomination. I totally agr;'" that we aave to do a
thorough job, but I believe it should be dono as exped. '.sly as possible. If we
do not finish the work on Judge Kennedy promr'iy but instead Jet ix await action
as late as March or April as some have suggested, it may wall turn out that there
will be no confirmation in 1988 because of presidential politics. That could mean
that there would not be a confirmation until the spring of 3989 winch would leave the
Court without a full complement for two years. That would rxssjtly present a big
backlog of cases which would have to be reargued.

I am also very much concerned about the reference to one anonymous member of
the ABA screening committee who is referred to in the enclosed Post article as
saying that there are concerns that Ginsburg shares many of the conservative
ideological beliefs that doomed the Bork nomination and that it looks like we may
be going from a Bork to a Borklet. ̂ Hard as it is to do, I hope that you will make
every effort to find out if that was actually said; and, if so, who said it. If
it turns out that a member of the ABA screening committee actually said that, I
believe some action should be taken.

I would appreciate knowing what action, if any, you have taken or do take on
checking out the accuracy of that quote from that anonymous source.)

These matters are obviously difficult to handle, and I want you to know that
I applaud your continuing pro bono work and the contributions of the ABA screening
committee and the American Bar Association generally in this important area.

My best. P.S. I am sending a copy of this
letter to my fellow Philadelphian

NSincerely, Jerry Shestack, because he called
objecting to my jointly signing
the letter to you from the
Judiciary Committee Republicans.

ArleVĵ fepecter

AS:jb

cc: Jerome J. Shestack, Esquire
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scrutiny to this nominee,* said Nan Aron of the Alliance
' ; ' 'ice. "The ABA ha« been under criticism for not

sufficient backbone and not maintaining1 high
in reviewing the qualifications of ju-

Harold R. Tyler of
committee,"

R.BidenJr.
its

ut Is not'sure it could be

should not count ajjalrist someorie^Some of our
g r e ateat justices have been in Ginsburg's age range'."..

The second category, "not opposed," is for persons
who "are 'minimally qualified," and the third category is
'"not qualified."

Qne member of the ABA screening committee, who
asked to remain anonymous, said there is some concern
over how to deal with the fact that Ginsburg was given
a relatively low rating less than a year ago.

The low rating was based at least partially on his in-
experience. For eight years Ginsburg taught antitrust
law at Harvard Law School untii moving to the Justice
Department in 1983. He became bead of the Antitrust
Division ID 1985 and was appointed to the court last
November. Committee members have refused to say
what else may have contributed to the low rating.

"How do you take a person who was found to be just
'qualified' for the court of appealt less than a year ago
And find him 'well qualified' for the Supreme Court?"
the member of the ABA committee asked. He added
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