31.205-26

(1) Basic and applied research effort
(as defined in 31.205-18(a)) related to
new technology, materials, systems,
processes, methods, equipment, tools
and techniques. Such technical effort is
governed by 31.205-18, Independent re-
search and development costs and bid
and proposal costs; and

(2) Development effort for manufac-
turing or production materials, sys-
tems, processes, methods, equipment,
tools and techniques that are intended
for sale is also governed by 31.205-18.

(c) Where manufacturing or produc-
tion development costs are capitalized
or required to be capitalized under the
contractor’s capitalization policies, al-
lowable cost will be determined in ac-
cordance with the requirements of
31.205-11, Depreciation.

31.205-26 Material costs.

(a) Material costs include the costs of
such items as raw materials, parts,
sub-assemblies, components, and man-
ufacturing supplies, whether purchased
or manufactured by the contractor,
and may include such collateral items
as inbound transportation and
intransit insurance. In computing ma-
terial costs, consideration shall be
given to reasonable overruns, spoilage,
or defective work (unless otherwise
provided in any contract provision re-
lating to inspecting and correcting de-
fective work). These costs are allow-
able, subject to the requirements of
paragraphs (b) through (e) below.

(b) Costs of material shall be ad-
justed for income and other credits, in-
cluding available trade discounts, re-
funds, rebates, allowances, and cash
discounts, and credits for scrap, sal-
vage, and material returned to vendors.
Such income and other credits shall ei-
ther be credited directly to the cost of
the material or be allocated as a credit
to indirect costs. When the contractor
can demonstrate that failure to take
cash discounts was reasonable, lost dis-
counts need not be credited.

(c) Reasonable adjustments arising
from differences between periodic phys-
ical inventories and book inventories
may be included in arriving at costs;
provided, such adjustments relate to
the period of contract performance.

(d) When materials are purchased
specifically for and are identifiable
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solely with performance under a con-
tract, the actual purchase cost of those
materials should be charged to the con-
tract. If material is issued from stores,
any generally recognized method of
pricing such material is acceptable if
that method is consistently applied
and the results are equitable. When es-
timates of future material costs are re-
quired, current market price or antici-
pated acquisition cost may be used, but
the basis of pricing must be disclosed.

(e) Allowance for all materials, sup-
plies, and services that are sold or
transferred between any divisions, sub-
divisions, subsidiaries, or affiliates of
the contractor under a common control
shall be on the basis of cost incurred in
accordance with this subpart. However,
allowance may be at price when it is
the established practice of the transfer-
ring organization to price inter-
organizational transfers at other than
cost for commercial work of the con-
tractor or any division, subsidiary, or
affiliate of the contractor under a com-
mon control, and when the item being
transferred qualifies for an exception
under 15.403-1(b) and the contracting
officer has not determined the price to
be unreasonable.

(f) When a commercial item under
paragraph (e) of this subsection is
transferred at a price based on a cata-
log or market price, the price should be
adjusted to reflect the quantities being
acquired and may be adjusted to reflect
the actual cost of any modifications
necessary because of contract require-
ments.

[48 FR 42301, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 60
FR 48218, Sept. 18, 1995; 62 FR 259, Jan. 2,
1997; 62 FR 51271, Sept. 30, 1997]

31.205-27 Organization costs.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, expenditures in con-
nection with (1) planning or executing
the organization or reorganization of
the corporate structure of a business,
including mergers and acquisitions, (2)
resisting or planning to resist the reor-
ganization of the corporate structure
of a business or a change in the con-
trolling interest in the ownership of a
business, and (3) raising capital (net
worth plus long-term liabilities), are
unallowable. Such expenditures include
but are not limited to incorporation
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fees and costs of attorneys, account-
ants, brokers, promoters and orga-
nizers, management consultants and
investment counselors, whether or not
employees of the contractor. Unallow-
able reorganization costs include the
cost of any change in the contractor’s
financial structure, excluding adminis-
trative costs of short-term borrowings
for working capital, resulting in alter-
ations in the rights and interests of se-
curity holders, whether or not addi-
tional capital is raised.

(b) The cost of activities primarily
intended to provide compensation will
not be considered organizational costs
subject to this subsection, but will be
governed by 31.205-6. These activities
include acquiring stock for (1) execu-
tive bonuses, (2) employee savings
plans, and (3) employee stock owner-
ship plans.

[48 FR 42301, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 10830, Apr. 1, 1988]

31.205-28 Other business expenses.

The following types of recurring
costs are allowable when allocated on
an equitable basis:

(a) Registry and transfer charges re-
sulting from changes in ownership of
securities issued by the contractor.

(b) Cost of shareholders’ meetings.

(c) Normal proxy solicitations.

(d) Preparing and publishing reports
to shareholders.

(e) Preparing and submitting re-
quired reports and forms to taxing and
other regulatory bodies.

(f) Incidental costs of directors’ and
committee meetings.

(g) Other similar costs.

31.205-29 Plant protection costs.

Costs of items such as (a) wages, uni-
forms, and equipment of personnel en-
gaged in plant protection, (b) deprecia-
tion on plant protection capital assets,
and (c) necessary expenses to comply
with military requirements, are allow-
able.

31.205-30 Patent costs.

(a) The following patent costs are al-
lowable to the extent that they are in-
curred as requirements of a Govern-
ment contract (but see 31.205-33):

(1) Costs of preparing invention dis-
closures, reports, and other documents.

31.205-33

(2) Costs for searching the art to the
extent necessary to make the inven-
tion disclosures.

(3) Other costs in connection with the
filing and prosecution of a United
States patent application where title
or royalty-free license is to be con-
veyed to the Government.

(b) General counseling services relat-
ing to patent matters, such as advice
on patent laws, regulations, clauses,
and employee agreements, are allow-
able (but see 31.205-33).

(c) Other than those for general coun-
seling services, patent costs not re-
quired by the contract are unallowable.
(See also 31.205-37.)

31.205-31 Plant reconversion costs.

Plant reconversion costs are those
incurred in restoring or rehabilitating
the contractor’s facilities to approxi-
mately the same condition existing im-
mediately before the start of the Gov-
ernment contract, fair wear and tear
excepted. Reconversion costs are unal-
lowable except for the cost of removing
Government property and the restora-
tion or rehabilitation costs caused by
such removal. However, in special cir-
cumstances where equity so dictates,
additional costs may be allowed to the
extent agreed upon before costs are in-
curred. Care should be exercised to
avoid duplication through allowance as
contingencies, additional profit or fee,
or in other contracts.

31.205-32

Precontract costs means costs incurred
before the effective date of the con-
tract directly pursuant to the negotia-
tion and in anticipation of the contract
award when such incurrence is nec-
essary to comply with the proposed
contract delivery schedule. These costs
are allowable to the extent that they
would have been allowable if incurred
after the date of the contract (see
31.109).

[48 FR 42301, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 66
FR 2131, Jan. 10, 2001]

Precontract costs.

31.205-33 Professional and consultant
service costs.

(a) Definition. Professional and con-
sultant services, as used in this sub-
section, means those services rendered
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