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GOOD INTELLIGENCE IS THE  
BEST WEAPON AGAINST 
INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM 

Obtaining information about the identity, goals, plans, and vulnerabili-
ties of terrorists is extremely difficult. Yet, no other single policy effort is
more important for preventing, preempting, and responding to attacks. 

The Commission has identified significant obsta-
cles to the collection and distribution of reliable infor-
mation on terrorism to analysts and policymakers.
These obstacles must be removed. 

In addition, this information, often collected at 
great risk to agents and officers in the field, must be
safeguarded. Leaks of intelligence and law enforce-
ment information reduce its value, endanger sources,
alienate friendly nations and inhibit their cooperation,
and jeopardize the U.S. Government’s ability to
obtain further information. 

Eliminate Barriers to Aggressive Collection 
of Information on Terrorists 

Complex bureaucratic procedures now in place send
an unmistakable message to Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) officers in the field that recruiting clandestine
sources of terrorist information is encouraged in theory
but discouraged in practice.

"Nothing should be as

favorably regarded as

intelligence; nothing

should be as generously

rewarded as intelligence; 

nothing should be as 

confidential as the work 

of intelligence."
Sun Tzu
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