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under section 101(a)(2)(B) and (C) of the 
MMPA. If necessary, documentary 
evidence may also be requested from the 
Republic of Ecuador to determine 
whether the affirmative finding criteria 
are being met. In order for the 
affirmative finding for the Republic of 
Ecuador to be renewed after NMFS’s 
annual review in 2004, the Republic of 
Ecuador must submit a new application 
in early 2005 for an affirmative finding 
to be effective for the period April 1, 
2005, through March 31, 2006, and the 
subsequent 4 years.

Dated: June 26, 2003.
William T. Hogarth,
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–16878 Filed 7–2–03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 061803K]

Marine Mammals; File No. 455–1445

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Issuance of permit amendment.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
the Waikiki Aquarium, 2777 Kalakaua 
Avenue, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 (Dr. 
Cindy Hunter, Principal Investigator) 
has been issued an amendment to 
scientific research and enhancement 
Permit No. 455–1445–03.
ADDRESSES: The amendment and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301)713–2289; fax (301)713–0376; and

Protected Species Coordinator, Pacific 
Islands Regional Office, NMFS, 1601 
Kapiolani Blvd., Rm, 1110, Honolulu, 
HI 96814–4700; phone (808)973–2935; 
fax (808)973–2941.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Amy Sloan or Ruth Johnson, (301)713–
2289.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
requested amendment has been granted 
under the authority of the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act of 1972, as 
amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the 
Regulations Governing the Taking and 
Importing of Marine Mammals (50 CFR 
part 216), the Endangered Species Act of 

1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531 
et seq.), the regulations governing the 
taking, importing, and exporting of 
endangered and threatened species (50 
CFR 222–226), and the Fur Seal Act of 
1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1151 et 
seq.).

This minor amendment extends the 
expiration date of the permit to 
maintain Hawaiian monk seals 
(Monachus schauinslandi) for scientific 
research and enhancement purposes 
from June 30, 2003 to June 30, 2004. 

Issuance of this amendment, as 
required by the ESA was based on a 
finding that such permit (1) was applied 
for in good faith, (2) will not operate to 
the disadvantage of the endangered 
species which is the subject of this 
permit, and (3) is consistent with the 
purposes and policies set forth in 
section 2 of the ESA.

Dated: June 27, 2003.
Stephen L. Leathery,
Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–16879 Filed 7–2–03; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: In accordance with 37 CFR 
404.6 and 404.7, announcement is made 
of the availability for licensing of U.S. 
Patent Application No. 10/006,316 
entitled ‘‘Aperture Stop with Low 
Backscattering,’’ filed December 4, 2001. 
Foreign rights are also available (PCT/
US02/38225). The United States 
Government, as represented by the 
Secretary of the Army, has rights in this 
invention.
ADDRESSES: Commander, U.S. Army 
Medical Research and Materiel 
Command, ATTN: Command Judge 
Advocate, MCMR–JA, 504 Scott Street, 
Fort Detrick, Frederick, MD 21702–
5012.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
patent issues, Ms. Elizabeth Arwine, 
Patent Attorney, (301) 619–7808. For 
licensing issues, Dr. Paul Mele, Office of 
Research & Technology Assessment, 
(301) 619–6664, both at telefax (301) 
619–5034.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A system 
including but not limited to a low-
backscatter aperture structure, where 
the system can include but is not 
limited to a camera, an optical 
communications system, an imaging 
system, a test system, and a 
measurement system.

Luz D. Ortiz, 
Army Federal Register Liaison Officer.
[FR Doc. 03–16874 Filed 7–2–03; 8:45 am] 
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AGENCY: Department of the Army, DOD.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with 37 CFR 
404.6 and 404.7, announcement is made 
of the availability for licensing of U.S. 
Patent Application No. 101/103,748, 
titled ‘‘Continuous Aimpoint Tracking 
System’’ and filed on March 22, 2002. 
The United States Government, as 
represented by the Secretary of the 
Army, has rights in this invention.
ADDRESSES: Commander, U.S. Army 
Aviation and Missile Command, ATTN: 
Operations of Research Technology 
Applications, AMSAM–RD–AS–TI–HI, 
Redstone Arsenal, AL 35898–5000.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Kelly McGuire at telephone 256/876–
8743 or e-mail: 
kelly.mcguire@rdec.redstone.army.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Continuous Aimpoint Tracking System 
is comprised of a position detection 
device (PDD) and a laser pointing device 
(LDP) that projects an infrared crosshair 
onto the PDD. The PDD is coupled to a 
computer and comprises a multitude of 
photodiodes and associated circuits, the 
photodiodes being evenly spaced and 
arranged to form a frame that can be 
mounted on the computer so as to 
surround the computer video display. 
When a ‘‘shot’’ is fired from the LPD, 
the crosshair projection is interrupted 
briefly. The PDD determines the 
position of the four crosshair 
intersections and reports them to the 
computer which, in response, generates 
the video signals that form the resolved 
aimpoint on the screen, matching the 
LPD aimpoint to the video image. 
Further, the tracking system determines 
the rotation of the LPD over a range of 
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