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high based on an analysis of past 
landings and the current condition of 
greater amberjack. We therefore again 
recommend that this value will be 
reassessed at regular intervals to insure 
its soundness.

Response: According to NMFS 
national standard guidelines on the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act (50 CFR Part 
600.310), OY is based on MSY or MSY 
as it may be reduced to take into 
account social, economic, or ecological 
factors. The guidelines go on to say that 
Councils should adopt a precautionary 
approach in specifying OY including 
reference points set safely below limit 
reference points and that these targets 
be ‘‘explicitly’’ risk averse. NMFS 
technical guidance in setting an OY 
level suggests that OY should be set at 
a yield where the fishing mortality rate 
is 25 percent below the limit fishing 
mortality rate (i.e., 0.75 * FMSY). 
Advantages of setting F at this level are: 
(1) the probability of exceeding the 
MFMT is low (20–30 percent), and (2) 
because the total mortality on the stock 
is reduced, the stock size is allowed to 
increase. Restrepo et al. (1998) 
estimated that by fishing at 0.75 * 
FMSY, the stock is allowed to build to 
125–131 percent of BMSY and that the 
resultant reduction in yield is only 
about 6 percent of MSY. Specifically for 
greater amberjack, fishing at the FMSY 
proxy ( 0.75 * F30%SPR) would allow the 
stock to build to 128 percent of the 
spawning stock biomass at MSY 
(SSBMSY), with the resultant yield of 
about 92 percent of MSY.

The Preferred Alternative (Alternative 
1) defines OY as the yield associated 
with an F40% SPR when the stock is at 
equilibrium, and is actually more 
conservative than what is recommended 
by NMFS. According to Turner (2002), 
the estimated value of F40% SPR is 72 
percent of F30% SPR (the proxy they 
used for FMSY). Based on estimates of 
yield at F40% (8.5 million lb (3.9 million 
kg)) and at F30% (9.5 million lb (4.3 
million kg)), the OY yield from 
Alternative 1 would be 89 percent of the 
Preferred Alternative for MSY (the yield 
associated with an F30%). Alternative 1 
also is consistent with NMFS 
recommendations for OY in the generic 
SFA amendment that OY should 
correspond with a stock at 40 percent 
static SPR.

NMFS will continue to provide the 
Council with annual updates on the 
greater amberjack harvest. These 
updates would cover each calender year 
and be presented as soon as the 
information can be properly collated. 
The purpose of these updates would be 
to insure that the annual harvest by the 
recreational and commercial fisheries 

was not exceeding the expected annual 
harvest needed for the rebuilding plan, 
and to provide any potential new 
information that may be incorporated 
into the rebuilding plan.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: June 27, 2003.
Rebecca Lent,
Deputy Assistant Administrator for 
Regulatory Programs, National Marine 
Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–16880 Filed 7–2–03; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The Assistant Administrator 
for Fisheries, NMFS, (Assistant 
Administrator) renewed the affirmative 
finding for the Republic of Ecuador 
under the Marine Mammal Protection 
Act (MMPA). This renewal allows the 
continued importation into the United 
States of yellowfin tuna and yellowfin 
tuna products harvested in the eastern 
tropical Pacific Ocean (ETP) after March 
3, 1999, by Ecuadorian-flag purse seine 
vessels or vessels operating under 
Ecuadorian jurisdiction greater than 400 
short tons (362.8 mt) carrying capacity. 
The affirmative finding renewal was 
based on review of documentary 
evidence submitted by the Republic of 
Ecuador and obtained from the Inter-
American Tropical Tuna Commission 
(IATTC) and the Department of State. 
This finding remains in effect through 
March 31, 2004.
DATES: Effective April 1, 2003, through 
March 31, 2004.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Regional Administrator, Southwest 
Region, NMFS, 501 West Ocean 
Boulevard, Suite 4200, Long Beach, CA, 
90802–4213; Phone 562–980–4000; Fax 
562–980–4018.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
MMPA, 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq., as 
amended by the International Dolphin 
Conservation Program Act (IDCPA) 
(Public Law 105–42), allows the entry 
into the United States of yellowfin tuna 
harvested by purse seine vessels in the 

ETP under certain conditions. If 
requested by the harvesting nation, the 
Assistant Administrator will determine 
whether to make an affirmative finding 
based upon documentary evidence 
provided by the government of the 
harvesting nation, the IATTC, or the 
Department of State. A finding will 
remain valid for 1 year (April 1 through 
March 31) or for such other period as 
the Assistant Administrator may 
determine. An affirmative finding 
applies to tuna and tuna products that 
were harvested in the ETP by purse 
seine vessels of the nation after March 
3, 1999, the effective date of the IDCPA.

The affirmative finding process 
requires that the harvesting nation meet 
several conditions related to compliance 
with the International Dolphin 
Conservation Program (IDCP). A nation 
may provide information regarding 
compliance with the IDCP directly to 
NMFS on an annual basis or may 
authorize the IATTC to release the 
information to NMFS in years when 
NMFS will review and consider 
whether to issue an affirmative finding 
determination without an application 
from the harvesting nation.

An affirmative finding will be 
terminated, in consultation with the 
Secretary of State, if the Assistant 
Administrator determines that the 
requirements of 50 CFR 216.24(f) are no 
longer being met or that a nation is 
consistently failing to take enforcement 
actions on violations which diminish 
the effectiveness of the IDCP. Every 5 
years, the government of the harvesting 
nation must request an affirmative 
finding and submit the required 
documentary evidence directly to the 
Assistant Administrator.

As a part of the annual review process 
set forth in 50 CFR 216.24(f), the 
Assistant Administrator considered 
documentary evidence submitted by the 
Republic of Ecuador or obtained from 
the IATTC and the Department of State 
and determined that Ecuador has met 
the MMPA’s requirements to receive an 
affirmative finding. After consultation 
with the Department of State, NMFS 
renewed the Republic of Ecuador’s 
affirmative finding allowing the 
continued importation into the United 
States of yellowfin tuna and products 
derived from yellowfin tuna harvested 
in the ETP by Ecuadorian-flag purse 
seine vessels or vessels under 
Ecuadorian jurisdiction greater than 400 
short tons (362.8 metric tons) carrying 
capacity after March 3, 1999. This 
renewal will remain in effect for 1 year 
(April 1, 2003, through March 31, 2004).

In 2004, the Assistant Administrator 
will determine whether the Republic of 
Ecuador is meeting the requirements 
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under section 101(a)(2)(B) and (C) of the 
MMPA. If necessary, documentary 
evidence may also be requested from the 
Republic of Ecuador to determine 
whether the affirmative finding criteria 
are being met. In order for the 
affirmative finding for the Republic of 
Ecuador to be renewed after NMFS’s 
annual review in 2004, the Republic of 
Ecuador must submit a new application 
in early 2005 for an affirmative finding 
to be effective for the period April 1, 
2005, through March 31, 2006, and the 
subsequent 4 years.

Dated: June 26, 2003.
William T. Hogarth,
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–16878 Filed 7–2–03; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Issuance of permit amendment.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
the Waikiki Aquarium, 2777 Kalakaua 
Avenue, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 (Dr. 
Cindy Hunter, Principal Investigator) 
has been issued an amendment to 
scientific research and enhancement 
Permit No. 455–1445–03.
ADDRESSES: The amendment and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301)713–2289; fax (301)713–0376; and

Protected Species Coordinator, Pacific 
Islands Regional Office, NMFS, 1601 
Kapiolani Blvd., Rm, 1110, Honolulu, 
HI 96814–4700; phone (808)973–2935; 
fax (808)973–2941.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Amy Sloan or Ruth Johnson, (301)713–
2289.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
requested amendment has been granted 
under the authority of the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act of 1972, as 
amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the 
Regulations Governing the Taking and 
Importing of Marine Mammals (50 CFR 
part 216), the Endangered Species Act of 

1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531 
et seq.), the regulations governing the 
taking, importing, and exporting of 
endangered and threatened species (50 
CFR 222–226), and the Fur Seal Act of 
1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1151 et 
seq.).

This minor amendment extends the 
expiration date of the permit to 
maintain Hawaiian monk seals 
(Monachus schauinslandi) for scientific 
research and enhancement purposes 
from June 30, 2003 to June 30, 2004. 

Issuance of this amendment, as 
required by the ESA was based on a 
finding that such permit (1) was applied 
for in good faith, (2) will not operate to 
the disadvantage of the endangered 
species which is the subject of this 
permit, and (3) is consistent with the 
purposes and policies set forth in 
section 2 of the ESA.

Dated: June 27, 2003.
Stephen L. Leathery,
Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–16879 Filed 7–2–03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S
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Availability for Non-Exclusive, 
Exclusive, or Partially Exclusive 
Licensing of U.S. Patent Application 
Concerning Aperture Stop with Low 
Backscattering

AGENCY: Department of the Army, DoD.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with 37 CFR 
404.6 and 404.7, announcement is made 
of the availability for licensing of U.S. 
Patent Application No. 10/006,316 
entitled ‘‘Aperture Stop with Low 
Backscattering,’’ filed December 4, 2001. 
Foreign rights are also available (PCT/
US02/38225). The United States 
Government, as represented by the 
Secretary of the Army, has rights in this 
invention.
ADDRESSES: Commander, U.S. Army 
Medical Research and Materiel 
Command, ATTN: Command Judge 
Advocate, MCMR–JA, 504 Scott Street, 
Fort Detrick, Frederick, MD 21702–
5012.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
patent issues, Ms. Elizabeth Arwine, 
Patent Attorney, (301) 619–7808. For 
licensing issues, Dr. Paul Mele, Office of 
Research & Technology Assessment, 
(301) 619–6664, both at telefax (301) 
619–5034.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A system 
including but not limited to a low-
backscatter aperture structure, where 
the system can include but is not 
limited to a camera, an optical 
communications system, an imaging 
system, a test system, and a 
measurement system.

Luz D. Ortiz, 
Army Federal Register Liaison Officer.
[FR Doc. 03–16874 Filed 7–2–03; 8:45 am] 
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AGENCY: Department of the Army, DOD.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with 37 CFR 
404.6 and 404.7, announcement is made 
of the availability for licensing of U.S. 
Patent Application No. 101/103,748, 
titled ‘‘Continuous Aimpoint Tracking 
System’’ and filed on March 22, 2002. 
The United States Government, as 
represented by the Secretary of the 
Army, has rights in this invention.
ADDRESSES: Commander, U.S. Army 
Aviation and Missile Command, ATTN: 
Operations of Research Technology 
Applications, AMSAM–RD–AS–TI–HI, 
Redstone Arsenal, AL 35898–5000.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Kelly McGuire at telephone 256/876–
8743 or e-mail: 
kelly.mcguire@rdec.redstone.army.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Continuous Aimpoint Tracking System 
is comprised of a position detection 
device (PDD) and a laser pointing device 
(LDP) that projects an infrared crosshair 
onto the PDD. The PDD is coupled to a 
computer and comprises a multitude of 
photodiodes and associated circuits, the 
photodiodes being evenly spaced and 
arranged to form a frame that can be 
mounted on the computer so as to 
surround the computer video display. 
When a ‘‘shot’’ is fired from the LPD, 
the crosshair projection is interrupted 
briefly. The PDD determines the 
position of the four crosshair 
intersections and reports them to the 
computer which, in response, generates 
the video signals that form the resolved 
aimpoint on the screen, matching the 
LPD aimpoint to the video image. 
Further, the tracking system determines 
the rotation of the LPD over a range of 
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