
50058 Federal Register / Vol. 68, No. 161 / Wednesday, August 20, 2003 / Rules and Regulations 

‘‘significant rule’’ under DOT 
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44 
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) 
will not have a significant economic 
impact, positive or negative, on a 
substantial number of small entities 
under the criteria of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act. A final evaluation has 
been prepared for this action and it is 
contained in the Rules Docket. A copy 
of it may be obtained from the Rules 
Docket at the location provided under 
the caption ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39 

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation 
safety, Incorporation by reference, 
Safety.

Adoption of the Amendment

■ Accordingly, pursuant to the authority 
delegated to me by the Administrator, 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
amends part 39 of the Federal Aviation 
Regulations (14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS 
DIRECTIVES

■ 1. The authority citation for part 39 
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§ 39.13 [Amended]
■ 2. Section 39.13 is amended by 
removing amendment 39–11950 (65 FR 
65257, November 1, 2000), and by 
adding a new airworthiness directive 
(AD), amendment 39–13283, to read as 
follows:
2003–17–08 Learjet: Amendment 39–13283. 

Docket 2002–NM–13–AD. Supersedes 
AD 2000–22–04, Amendment 39–11950.

Applicability: Model 45 airplanes, 
certificated in any category; serial numbers 
(S/N) 45–005 through 45–071 inclusive, that 
have been modified per Bombardier Service 
Bulletin 45–32–3; and S/Ns 45–072 through 
45–114 inclusive.

Note 1: This AD applies to each airplane 
identified in the preceding applicability 
provision, regardless of whether it has been 
otherwise modified, altered, or repaired in 
the area subject to the requirements of this 
AD. For airplanes that have been modified, 
altered, or repaired so that the performance 
of the requirements of this AD is affected, the 
owner/operator must request approval for an 
alternative method of compliance in 
accordance with paragraph (c)(1) of this AD. 
The request should include an assessment of 
the effect of the modification, alteration, or 
repair on the unsafe condition addressed by 
this AD; and, if the unsafe condition has not 
been eliminated, the request should include 
specific proposed actions to address it.

Compliance: Required as indicated, unless 
accomplished previously. 

To prevent moisture contamination and 
subsequent formation of ice which could 
cause bending and damage of the squat 

switch assembly of the nose landing gear 
(NLG), driving the nose wheel to an 
uncommanded angle against the force of the 
steering system, and consequently resulting 
in the airplane departing the runway at high 
speeds during landing, accomplish the 
following: 

Restatement of Requirements of AD 2000–
22–04, Amendment 39–11950 

Application of Grease 

(a) Within 30 days after December 6, 2000 
(the effective date of AD 2000–22–04, 
amendment 39–11950): Apply grease to the 
rotating disk assembly of the squat switch 
mechanism of the nose wheel in accordance 
with Bombardier Service Information Letter 
SIL 32–016, dated March 30, 2000. 
Thereafter, repeat this application at intervals 
not to exceed 30 days until the replacement 
required by paragraph (b) of this AD is 
accomplished. 

New Requirements of This AD 

Terminating Action 

(b) Within 300 flight hours or 12 months 
after the effective date of this AD, whichever 
occurs first: Replace the camrod of the squat 
switch assembly of the NLG with a new 
assembly in accordance with the 
Accomplishment Instructions of Bombardier 
Service Bulletin SB 45–32–8, Revision 2, 
dated March 14, 2001. Accomplishment of 
the camrod replacement terminates the 
requirements of this AD.

Alternative Methods of Compliance 

(c)(1) An alternative method of compliance 
or adjustment of the compliance time that 
provides an acceptable level of safety may be 
used if approved by the Manager, Wichita 
Aircraft Certification Office (ACO), FAA. 
Operators shall submit their requests through 
an appropriate FAA Principal Maintenance 
Inspector, who may add comments and then 
send it to the Manager, Wichita ACO. 

(2) Alternative methods of compliance, 
approved previously in accordance with AD 
2000–22–04, amendment 39–11950, are 
approved as alternative methods of 
compliance with this AD.

Note 2: Information concerning the 
existence of approved alternative methods of 
compliance with this AD, if any, may be 
obtained from the Wichita ACO.

Special Flight Permits 

(d) Special flight permits may be issued in 
accordance with sections 21.197 and 21.199 
of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 
21.197 and 21.199) to operate the airplane to 
a location where the requirements of this AD 
can be accomplished. 

Incorporation by Reference 

(e) The actions shall be done in accordance 
with Bombardier Service Information Letter 
SIL 32–016, dated March 30, 2000; and 
Bombardier Service Bulletin SB 45–32–8, 
Revision 2, dated March 14, 2001; as 
applicable. 

(1) The incorporation by reference of 
Bombardier Service Bulletin SB 45–32–8, 
Revision 2, dated March 14, 2001, is 
approved by the Director of the Federal 

Register in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) 
and 1 CFR part 51. 

(2) The incorporation by reference of 
Bombardier Service Information Letter SIL 
32–016, dated March 30, 2000, was approved 
previously by the Director of the Federal 
Register as of December 6, 2000 (65 FR 
65257, November 1, 2000). 

(3) Copies may be obtained from Learjet, 
Inc., One Learjet Way, Wichita, Kansas 
67209–2942. Copies may be inspected at the 
FAA, Transport Airplane Directorate, 1601 
Lind Avenue, SW., Renton, Washington; or at 
the Wichita Aircraft Certification Office, 1801 
Airport Road, Room 100, Mid-Continent 
Airport, Wichita, Kansas; or at the Office of 
the Federal Register, 800 North Capitol 
Street, NW., suite 700, Washington, DC. 

Effective Date 

(f) This amendment becomes effective on 
September 24, 2003.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on August 
13, 2003. 
Kyle L. Olsen, 
Acting Manager, Transport Airplane 
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 03–21155 Filed 8–19–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–13–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration 

14 CFR Part 39 

[Docket No. 2001–NM–77–AD; Amendment 
39–13281; AD 2003–17–07] 

RIN 2120–AA64 

Airworthiness Directives; Various 
Transport Category Airplanes 
Manufactured by McDonnell Douglas

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This amendment adopts a 
new airworthiness directive (AD), 
applicable to various transport category 
airplanes manufactured by McDonnell 
Douglas. This AD requires a one-time 
test of the fire extinguishers for the 
engine and auxiliary power unit (APU), 
as applicable, to determine the 
capability of the Firex electrical circuits 
to fire discharge cartridges, and 
troubleshooting actions if necessary. 
This action is necessary to prevent 
failure of the fire extinguishers to fire 
discharge cartridges, which could result 
in the inability to put out a fire in an 
engine or in the APU. This action is 
intended to address the identified 
unsafe condition.
DATES: Effective September 24, 2003. 

The incorporation by reference of 
certain publications listed in the 
regulations is approved by the Director
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of the Federal Register as of September 
24, 2003.

ADDRESSES: The service information 
referenced in this AD may be obtained 
from Boeing Commercial Aircraft 
Group, Long Beach Division, 3855 
Lakewood Boulevard, Long Beach, 
California 90846, Attention: Data and 
Service Management, Dept. C1–L5A 
(D800–0024). This information may be 
examined at the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), Transport 
Airplane Directorate, Rules Docket, 
1601 Lind Avenue, SW., Renton, 
Washington; at the FAA, Los Angeles 
Aircraft Certification Office, 3960 
Paramount Boulevard, Lakewood, 
California; or at the Office of the Federal 
Register, 800 North Capitol Street, NW., 
suite 700, Washington, DC.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Samuel Lee, Aerospace Engineer, 
Propulsion Branch, ANM–140L, FAA, 
Los Angeles Aircraft Certification 
Office, 3960 Paramount Boulevard, 
Lakewood, California 90712–4137; 
telephone (562) 627–5262; fax (562) 
627–5210.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A 
proposal to amend part 39 of the Federal 
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR part 39) to 
include an airworthiness directive (AD) 
that is applicable to various transport 
category airplanes manufactured by 
McDonnell Douglas was published in 
the Federal Register on February 20, 
2003 (68 FR 8155). That action proposed 
to require a one-time test of the fire 
extinguishers for the engine and 
auxiliary power unit (APU) to determine 
the capability of the Firex electrical 
circuits to fire discharge cartridges, and 
troubleshooting actions if necessary. 

Comments 

Interested persons have been afforded 
an opportunity to participate in the 
making of this amendment. The FAA 
has given due consideration to the 
comments received. 

Request for Credit for Actions 
Accomplished Per Earlier Service 
Bulletin Revisions 

Two commenters request that we 
revise the proposed AD to give credit for 
tests accomplished previously per the 
original issue of McDonnell Douglas 
Alert Service Bulletin DC9–26A029, 
dated July 27, 2000; or MD11–26A039, 
dated July 31, 2000. The proposed AD 
refers to Revision 01 of those service 
bulletins as the applicable sources of 
service information for certain airplanes 
affected by the proposed AD. The 
commenters note that the procedures for 
the test of the electrical circuit are 

similar in the original issue and 
Revision 01 of those service bulletins. 

We concur and have added a new 
paragraph (b) to this final rule (and 
reidentified subsequent paragraphs 
accordingly) to state that tests and 
troubleshooting actions accomplished 
before the effective date of this AD per 
the original issue of those service 
bulletins are acceptable for compliance 
with the corresponding action required 
by paragraph (a) of this final rule. 

Request To Clarify Requirements for 
Airplanes Without an APU Installed 

One commenter requests that we 
revise the proposed AD to provide for 
airplanes on which no APU is installed, 
by changing paragraph (a) of this 
proposed AD to add the words ‘‘if 
installed’’ after ‘‘APU.’’ The commenter 
states that it operates certain airplanes 
included in the effectivity listing of the 
related service bulletin that do not have 
an APU installed. The commenter states 
that it has informed the airplane 
manufacturer of this issue, and the 
airplane manufacturer intends to correct 
the effectivity of the related service 
bulletin. However, the commenter is 
concerned that the AD, as proposed, 
would require it to test an APU that 
does not exist on these airplanes. The 
commenter requests that we revise the 
proposed AD to ensure that it is able to 
comply with the requirements of the 
AD. 

We concur with the intent of the 
commenter’s request. We have revised 
paragraph (a) of this final rule to read, 
‘‘Test the capability of the electrical 
circuits of the Firex fire extinguishers 
for the engine and the APU, as 
applicable.’’ We have made a similar 
change to the Summary section of this 
final rule. We have also revised 
paragraph (a)(1) of this AD to clarify that 
the actions in that paragraph apply to 
‘‘any airplane equipped with an APU,’’ 
and we have revised paragraph (a)(2) of 
this final rule to clarify that the actions 
in that paragraph apply to ‘‘all 
airplanes.’’ 

Explanation of Additional Change to 
Final Rule 

We have revised the applicability 
section of this final rule to identify the 
table in that section as ‘‘Table 1—
Applicability.’’ We have made a 
corresponding change to paragraph (a) 
of this final rule. 

Conclusion 
After careful review of the available 

data, including the comments noted 
above, the FAA has determined that air 
safety and the public interest require the 
adoption of the rule with the changes 

previously described. The FAA has 
determined that these changes will 
neither increase the economic burden 
on any operator nor increase the scope 
of the AD. 

Changes to 14 CFR Part 39/Effect on the 
AD 

On July 10, 2002, the FAA issued a 
new version of 14 CFR part 39 (67 FR 
47997, July 22, 2002), which governs the 
FAA’s airworthiness directives system. 
The regulation now includes material 
that relates to altered products, special 
flight permits, and alternative methods 
of compliance. However, for clarity and 
consistency in this final rule, we have 
retained the language of the NPRM 
regarding that material. 

Change to Labor Rate Estimate 
After we issued the proposed AD, we 

reviewed the figures we use to calculate 
the labor rate to do the required actions. 
To account for various inflationary costs 
in the airline industry, we find it 
appropriate to increase the labor rate 
used in these calculations from $60 per 
work hour to $65 per work hour. The 
economic impact information, below, 
has been revised to reflect this increase 
in the specified hourly labor rate. 

Cost Impact 
There are approximately 3,311 

airplanes of the affected designs in the 
worldwide fleet. The FAA estimates that 
1,553 airplanes of U.S. registry will be 
affected by this AD, that it will take 
between 4 work hours and 7 work hours 
per airplane (depending upon airplane 
model) to accomplish the required 
actions, and that the average labor rate 
is $65 per work hour. Based on these 
figures, the cost impact of the 
requirements of this AD on U.S. 
operators is estimated to be between 
$403,780 and $706,615, or between 
$260 and $455 per airplane. 

The cost impact figure discussed 
above is based on assumptions that no 
operator has yet accomplished any of 
the requirements of this AD action, and 
that no operator would accomplish 
those actions in the future if this AD 
were not adopted. The cost impact 
figures discussed in AD rulemaking 
actions represent only the time 
necessary to perform the specific actions 
actually required by the AD. These 
figures typically do not include 
incidental costs, such as the time 
required to gain access and close up, 
planning time, or time necessitated by 
other administrative actions. 

Regulatory Impact 
The regulations adopted herein will 

not have a substantial direct effect on
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the States, on the relationship between 
the national Government and the States, 
or on the distribution of power and 
responsibilities among the various 
levels of government. Therefore, it is 
determined that this final rule does not 
have federalism implications under 
Executive Order 13132. 

For the reasons discussed above, I 
certify that this action (1) is not a 
‘‘significant regulatory action’’ under 
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a 
‘‘significant rule’’ under DOT 
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44 
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) 
will not have a significant economic 
impact, positive or negative, on a 
substantial number of small entities 

under the criteria of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act. A final evaluation has 
been prepared for this action and it is 
contained in the Rules Docket. A copy 
of it may be obtained from the Rules 
Docket at the location provided under 
the caption ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39 
Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation 

safety, Incorporation by reference, 
Safety.

Adoption of the Amendment

■ Accordingly, pursuant to the authority 
delegated to me by the Administrator, 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
amends part 39 of the Federal Aviation 
Regulations (14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS 
DIRECTIVES

■ 1. The authority citation for part 39 
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§ 39.13 [Amended]

■ 2. Section 39.13 is amended by adding 
the following new airworthiness 
directive:
2003–17–07 McDonnell Douglas: 

Amendment 39–13281. Docket 2001–
NM–77–AD.

Applicability: This AD applies to the 
airplanes listed in Table 1 of this AD, 
certificated in any category. Table 1 of this 
AD follows:

TABLE 1—APPLICABILITY 

McDonnell Douglas Models As listed in 

Model DC–8–11, DC–8–12, DC–8–21, DC–8–31, DC–8–32, DC–8–33, DC–8–41, 
DC–8–42, and DC–8–43 airplanes; DC-8–51, DC–8–52, DC–8–53, and DC–8–55 
airplanes; DC–8F–54 and DC–8F–55 airplanes; DC–8–61, DC–8–62, and DC–8–63 
airplanes; DC–8–61F, DC–8–62F, and DC–8–63F airplanes; DC–8–71, DC–8–72 
and DC–8–73 airplanes; DC–8–71F, DC–8–72F, and DC–8-73F airplanes.

Boeing Alert Service Bulletin DC8–26A042, including Ap-
pendix A, dated January 31, 2002. 

Model DC–9–11, DC–9–12, DC–9–13, DC–9–14, DC–9–15, and DC–9–15F air-
planes; DC–9–21 airplanes; DC–9–31, DC–9–32, DC–9–32 (VC–9C), DC–9–32F, 
DC–9–33F, DC–9–34, DC–9–34F, and DC–9–32F (C–9A, C–9B) airplanes; DC–9–
41 airplanes; DC–9–51 airplanes; DC–9–81 (MD–81), DC–9–82 (MD–82), DC–9–
83 (MD–83), and DC–9–87 (MD–87) airplanes; and MD–88 airplanes.

McDonnell Douglas Alert Service Bulletin DC9–26A029, 
Revision 01, dated May 8, 2001. 

Model DC–10–10 and DC–10–10F airplanes; DC–10–15 airplanes; DC–10–30 and 
DC–10–30F (KC10A and KDC–10) airplanes; DC–10–40 and DC–10–40F air-
planes; MD–10–10F and MD–10–30F airplanes.

McDonnell Douglas Alert Service, Bulletin DC10–
26A050, dated July 31, 2000. 

Model MD–11 and MD–11F airplanes ............................................................................. McDonnell Douglas Alert Service Bulletin MD11–
26A039, Revision 01, dated November 21, 2002. 

Model MD–90–30 airplanes ............................................................................................. McDonnell Douglas Alert Service Bulletin MD90–
26A005, dated July 31, 2000. 

Note 1: This AD applies to each airplane 
identified in the preceding applicability 
provision, regardless of whether it has been 
modified, altered, or repaired in the area 
subject to the requirements of this AD. For 
airplanes that have been modified, altered, or 
repaired so that the performance of the 
requirements of this AD is affected, the 
owner/operator must request approval for an 
alternative method of compliance in 
accordance with paragraph (c) of this AD. 
The request should include an assessment of 
the effect of the modification, alteration, or 
repair on the unsafe condition addressed by 
this AD; and, if the unsafe condition has not 
been eliminated, the request should include 
specific proposed actions to address it.

Compliance: Required as indicated, unless 
accomplished previously. 

To prevent failure of the engine and 
auxiliary power unit (APU) fire extinguishers 
to fire discharge cartridges, which could 
result in the inability to put out a fire in an 
engine or in the APU; accomplish the 
following: 

Testing the Firex Electrical Circuits 

(a) Within 18 months after the 
accumulation of 15,000 total flight hours, or 
within 18 months after the effective date of 

this AD, whichever occurs later: Test the 
capability of the electrical circuits of the 
Firex fire extinguishers for the engine and the 
APU, as applicable, per the applicable alert 
service bulletin (ASB) listed in Table 1 of this 
AD. 

(1) For any airplane equipped with an 
APU: If any electrical circuit of the Firex fire 
extinguishers for the APU does not pass the 
testing, before further flight, accomplish the 
troubleshooting procedures specified in the 
applicable ASB. Dispatch with an inoperative 
APU is permitted for the amount of time 
specified in the Minimum Equipment List. 
Dispatch after that time is not permitted until 
the circuits are repaired per the Boeing 
Standard Wiring Practices Manual (SWPM) 
D6–82481. 

(2) For all airplanes: If any electrical circuit 
of the Firex fire extinguishers for the engine 
does not pass the testing, before further 
flight, accomplish the troubleshooting 
procedures specified in the applicable ASB, 
and repair per SWPM D6–82481. Dispatch is 
not permitted until the circuits have been 
repaired.

Actions Accomplished Per Previous Issue of 
Service Bulletins 

(b) Tests and troubleshooting procedures 
accomplished before the effective date of this 

AD per McDonnell Douglas Alert Service 
Bulletin DC9–26A029, dated July 27, 2000; or 
MD11–26A039, dated July 31, 2000; are 
considered acceptable for compliance with 
the corresponding action specified in 
paragraph (a) of this AD. 

Alternative Methods of Compliance 

(c) An alternative method of compliance or 
adjustment of the compliance time that 
provides an acceptable level of safety may be 
used if approved by the Manager, Los 
Angeles Aircraft Certification Office (ACO), 
FAA. Operators shall submit their requests 
through an appropriate FAA Principal 
Maintenance Inspector, who may add 
comments and then send it to the Manager, 
Los Angeles ACO.

Note 2: Information concerning the 
existence of approved alternative methods of 
compliance with this AD, if any, may be 
obtained from the Los Angeles ACO.

Special Flight Permits 

(d) Special flight permits may be issued in 
accordance with sections 21.197 and 21.199 
of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 
21.197 and 21.199) to operate the airplane to 
a location where the requirements of this AD 
can be accomplished.
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Incorporation by Reference 

(e) Unless otherwise specified in this AD, 
the actions shall be done in accordance with 

the applicable service bulletin listed in Table 
2 of this AD. Table 2 follows:

TABLE 2.—APPLICABLE SERVICE BULLETINS 

Service Bulletin Revision Level Date 

Boeing Alert Service Bulletin DC8–26A042, including Appendix A .............................. Original ............................... January 31, 2002. 
McDonnell Douglas Alert Service Bulletin DC9–26A029 .............................................. Revision 01 ........................ May 8, 2001. 
McDonnell Douglas Alert Service Bulletin DC10–26A050 ............................................ Original ............................... July 31, 2000. 
McDonnell Douglas Alert Service Bulletin MD11–26A039 ............................................ Revision 01 ........................ November 21, 2002. 
McDonnell Douglas Alert Service Bulletin MD90–26A005 ............................................ Original ............................... July 31, 2000. 

This incorporation by reference was 
approved by the Director of the Federal 
Register in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) 
and 1 CFR part 51. Copies may be obtained 
from Boeing Commercial Aircraft Group, 
Long Beach Division, 3855 Lakewood 
Boulevard, Long Beach, California 90846, 
Attention: Data and Service Management, 
Dept. C1–L5A (D800–0024). Copies may be 
inspected at the FAA, Transport Airplane 
Directorate, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW., Renton, 
Washington; at the FAA, Los Angeles Aircraft 
Certification Office, 3960 Paramount 
Boulevard, Lakewood, California; or at the 
Office of the Federal Register, 800 North 
Capitol Street, NW., suite 700, Washington, 
DC. 

Effective Date 

(f) This amendment becomes effective on 
September 24, 2003.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on August 
12, 2003. 
Kalene C. Yanamura, 
Acting Manager, Transport Airplane 
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 03–20987 Filed 8–19–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–13–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration 

14 CFR Part 39 

[Docket No. 2001–NM–178–AD; Amendment 
39–13280; AD 2003–17–06] 

RIN 2120–AA64 

Airworthiness Directives; Boeing 
Model 747–100, 747SP, and 747SR 
Series Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This amendment adopts a 
new airworthiness directive (AD), 
applicable to certain Boeing Model 747–
100, 747SP, and 747SR series airplanes, 
that requires repetitive inspections to 
find fatigue cracking between the seal 
ribs of the front spar web of the wing 
and outboard of the outboard seal rib to 
front spar station inboard (FSSI) 711, 

and repair of cracked structure. This AD 
also provides for an optional 
modification of a certain area. This 
action is necessary to find and fix 
fatigue cracking between the seal ribs of 
the front spar web of the wing and 
outboard of the outboard seal rib to FSSI 
711, which could result in fuel leakage 
into the area of the inboard engines, and 
consequent increased risk of a fire. This 
action is intended to address the 
identified unsafe condition.
DATES: Effective September 24, 2003. 

The incorporation by reference of 
certain publications listed in the 
regulations is approved by the Director 
of the Federal Register as of September 
24, 2003.
ADDRESSES: The service information 
referenced in this AD may be obtained 
from Boeing Commercial Airplane 
Group, P.O. Box 3707, Seattle, 
Washington 98124–2207. This 
information may be examined at the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), 
Transport Airplane Directorate, Rules 
Docket, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW., 
Renton, Washington; or at the Office of 
the Federal Register, 800 North Capitol 
Street, NW., suite 700, Washington, DC.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Tamara L. Anderson, Aerospace 
Engineer, Airframe Branch, ANM–120S, 
FAA, Transport Airplane Directorate, 
Seattle Aircraft Certification Office, 
1601 Lind Avenue, SW., Renton, 
Washington 98055–4056; telephone 
(425) 917–6421; fax (425) 917–6590.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A 
proposal to amend part 39 of the Federal 
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR part 39) to 
include an airworthiness directive (AD) 
that is applicable to certain Boeing 
Model 747–100, 747SP, and 747SR 
series airplanes, was published in the 
Federal Register on February 4, 2003 
(68 FR 5610). That action proposed to 
require repetitive inspections to find 
fatigue cracking between the seal ribs of 
the front spar web of the wing, and 
repair of cracked structure. That action 
also proposed to provide for an optional 
modification of a certain area. 

Comments 
Interested persons have been afforded 

an opportunity to participate in the 
making of this amendment. The FAA 
has given due consideration to the 
comments received from a single 
commenter. 

Request To Revise Compliance Time 
The commenter requests that we 

revise compliance time information in 
paragraphs (a) and (b) of the proposed 
AD to make the wording of the 
inspection threshold and grace period 
more specific. The commenter 
specifically asks that we add a new 
paragraph (a)(2) and revise paragraph 
(b)(1) of the proposed AD to include the 
words ‘‘Within 18 months of the 
effective date of this AD for all airplanes 
that have exceeded the total flight cycles 
or total flight hours * * *.’’ The 
commenter states that this change is 
necessary so that operators of airplanes 
that have exceeded the thresholds 
specified in the service bulletin will 
know how much time they have to 
accomplish the initial inspection. 

We do not concur with the 
commenter’s request. Paragraph (b)(1) of 
this AD specifically refers to Tables 1 
through 3 of Figure 1 of the 
Accomplishment Instructions or 
Appendix A of the referenced service 
bulletin as the appropriate source of the 
compliance time for the applicable 
initial or post-modification inspection. 
Paragraph (a) of this AD is intended to 
clarify the grace period stated in the 
service bulletin. We find that affected 
operators should be readily able to 
determine the applicable compliance 
time, as clarified by paragraph (a) of this 
AD. No change is necessary in this 
regard. 

Request To Clarify Repair Instructions 
The commenter requests that we 

revise paragraph (c) of the proposed AD 
to add a reference to corrosion or 
damage that may be found during the 
inspections or the optional modification 
specified in paragraph (d) of the 
proposed AD. The commenter states
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