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fiscal period began on July 1, 2002, and
ends on June 30, 2003, and the
marketing order requires that the rate of
assessment for each fiscal period apply
to all assessable tart cherries handled
during such fiscal period. Further,
handlers are aware of this action which
was unanimously recommended by the
Board at a public meeting. Also, a 10-
day comment period was provided in
the proposed rule and no comments
were received.

List of Subjects in 7 CFR Part 930

Marketing agreements, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements, Tart
cherries.

» For the reasons set forth in the
preamble, 7 CFR part 930 is amended as
follows:

PART 930—TART CHERRIES GROWN
IN THE STATES OF MICHIGAN, NEW
YORK, PENNSYLVANIA, OREGON,
UTAH, WASHINGTON, AND
WISCONSIN

» 1. The authority citation for 7 CFR part

930 continues to read as follows:
Authority: 7 U.S.C. 601-674.

= 2. Section 930.200 is revised to read as

follows:

§930.200 Handler assessment rate.

On and after July 1, 2002, the
assessment rate imposed on handlers
shall be $0.0019 per pound of tart
cherries grown in the production area
and utilized in the production of tart
cherry products.

Dated: June 19, 2003.

Kenneth C. Clayton,

Acting Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service.

[FR Doc. 03—16138 Filed 6—24—03; 8:45 am)]
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Ports Designated for Exportation of
Livestock; Portland, OR

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA.

ACTION: Withdrawal of a direct final
rule.

SUMMARY: This document withdraws the
direct final rule that notified the public
of our intention to amend the
“Inspection and Handling of Livestock
for Exportation” regulations by

designating Portland International
Airport in Portland, OR, as a port of
embarkation and B Bar C Ranch, in
Gervais, OR, and Pony World Farm in
Portland, OR, as export inspection
facilities for that port. This action is
necessary because we received a written
adverse comment in response to the
direct final rule.

DATES: The direct final rule is
withdrawn as of June 25, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Roger Perkins, Senior Staff Veterinarian,
Technical Trade Services, National
Center for Import and Export, VS,
APHIS, 4700 River Road Unit 39,
Riverdale, MD 20737-1231; (301) 734—
8364.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

In a direct final rule published in the
Federal Register on May 19, 2003 (68
FR 26990-26991, Docket No. 02—-127-1),
we notified the public of our intention
to amend the “Inspection and Handling
of Livestock for Exportation”
regulations by designating Portland
International Airport in Portland, OR, as
a port of embarkation and B Bar C
Ranch, in Gervais, OR, and Pony World
Farm in Portland, OR, as export
inspection facilities for that port.

We solicited comments concerning
the direct final rule for 30 days ending
June 18, 2003. We stated that the
effective date of the direct final rule
would be 60 days after publication of
the direct final rule in the Federal
Register, unless we received a written
adverse comment or a written notice of
intent to submit an adverse comment.
We also stated that if we received any
written adverse comment or any written
notice of intent to submit an adverse
comment, we would publish a notice in
the Federal Register withdrawing the
direct final rule before the scheduled
effective date and would publish a
proposed rule for public comment.

We received one written adverse
comment. Therefore, we are
withdrawing the direct final rule and, at
a later date, we will publish a proposed
rule in the Federal Register.

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 8301-8317; 19 U.S.C.
1644a(c); 21 U.S.C. 136, 1364, and 618; 46
U.S.C. 3901 and 3902; 7 CFR 2.22, 2.80, and
371.4.

Done in Washington, DC, this 19th day of
June, 2003.
Bobby R. Acord,

Administrator, Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service.

[FR Doc. 03-16039 Filed 6—24-03; 8:45 am]|
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Need To Complete New Registration
Form and Importance of Compliance
With Recordkeeping and Registration
Requirements Under the Federal Meat
and Poultry Products Inspection
Regulations

AGENCY: Food Safety and Inspection

Service, USDA.

ACTION: Policy statement and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: Since 1970, FSIS has required
registration by: Meat brokers; poultry
products brokers; renderers; animal food
manufacturers; wholesalers;
warehousemen; and persons that engage
in the business of buying, selling,
transporting in commerce, or importing,
any dead, dying, disabled, or diseased
livestock (that is, cattle, sheep, swine,
goats, horses, mules, or other equines)
or poultry, or parts of the carcasses of
livestock or poultry that have died
otherwise than by slaughter. Also since
1970, FSIS has required these parties,
all official establishments, and carriers
and importers of poultry or livestock
carcasses or parts or products of poultry
or livestock carcasses to keep business
records and to make such records
available to FSIS employees upon
request. Registration information and
business records are critical in any FSIS
investigation related to public health,
food safety, or misbranding of meat or
poultry products. For example, should
Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy
(BSE), a neurogenetive disease in cattle,
be introduced in the United States,
registration information and business
records will be crucial in tracing the
source of BSE and in preventing its
spread. FSIS intends to increase its
enforcement of the registration and
recordkeeping requirements to ensure
that all businesses subject to the Federal
Meat Inspection Act and Federal Poultry
Products Inspection Act that are
required to be registered with FSIS and/
or to maintain business records are
properly doing so.

In this notice, FSIS is also informing
the public that the Agency has
developed a new registration form.
Because this form requires that
registrants provide certain information
that was not required on the previous
form, all parties required to register,
including those that are currently
registered, must complete the new form
and submit it to FSIS. Parties must



