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seeking selection for a recurring event
must submit a new IBP application to be
considered for each occurrence of the
event. Even if the event occurs more
than once in the 12-month period
covering this announcement, the trade
show organizer must submit a separate
application for each event.

The Commercial Service will select
approximately 32 events to support
between October 1, 2004, through
September 30, 2005. The Commercial
Service will select those events that, in
its judgment, most clearly meet the
Commercial Service’s statutory mandate
to promote U.S. exports, especially
those of small and medium size
enterprises and that best meet the
selection criteria articulated below.

Successful show organizer applicants
will be required to enter into a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with the DOC. The MoU constitutes an
agreement between the DOC and the
show organizer specifying which
responsibilities are to be undertaken by
DOC as part of the IBP and, in turn,
which responsibilities are to be
undertaken by the show organizer.
Anyone who requests information
regarding applying will be sent a copy
of the MoU along with the application
package. The responsibilities to be
undertaken by DOC will be carried out
by the Commercial Service.

The Department selects trade shows
to be IBP partners that it determines to
be leading international trade shows
appropriate for participation by U.S.
exporting firms and for promotion in
overseas markets by U.S. Embassies and
Consulates. Selection as an IBP partner
does not constitute a guarantee by the
U.S. Government of the show’s success.
IBP partnership status is not an
endorsement of the show organizer
except as to its international buyer
activities. Non-selection should not be
viewed as a finding that the event will
not be successful in the promotion of
U.S. exports.

Exclusions: Trade shows that are
either first-time or horizontal (non-
industry specific) events will not be
considered.

General Selection Criteria: The
Department will select shows to be IBP
partners that, in the judgment of the
Department, best meet the following
criteria:

(a) Export Potential: The trade show
promotes products and services from
U.S. industries that have high export
potential, as determined by DOC
sources, e.g., Commercial Service best
prospects lists and U.S. export statistics
(certain industries are rated as priorities
by our domestic and international

commercial officers in their Country
Commercial Guides).

(b) International Interest: The trade
show meets the needs of a significant
number of overseas markets and
corresponds to marketing opportunities
as identified by the posts in their
Country Commercial Guides (e.g., best
prospect lists). Previous international
attendance at the show may be used as
an indicator.

(c) U.S. Content of Show Exhibitors:
Trade shows with exhibitors featuring a
high percentage of U.S. products or
products with a high degree of U.S.
content will be preferred. To be
considered “U.S.”, products and
services to be exhibited must be
produced or manufactured in the U.S.,
or if produced or manufactured outside
of the U.S., the products or services
must contain more than 50% U.S.
content and must be marketed under the
name of a U.S. firm.

(d) Stature of the show: The trade
show is clearly recognized by the
industry it covers as a leading event for
the promotion of that industry’s
products and services, both
domestically and internationally, and as
a showplace for the latest technology or
services in that industry or sector.

(e) Exhibitor Interest: There is
demonstrated interest on the part of U.S.
exhibitors in receiving international
business visitors during the trade show.
A significant number of U.S. exhibitors
should be new-to-export or seeking to
expand sales into additional
international markets.

(f) Overseas Marketing: There has
been a demonstrated effort to market
prior shows overseas. In addition, the
applicant should describe in detail the
international marketing program to be
conducted for the event, explaining how
efforts should increase individual and
group international attendance. Planned
cooperation with Visit USA Committees
overseas is desirable.

(g) Logistics: The trade show site,
facilities, transportation services, and
availability of accommodations are in
the stature of an international-class
trade show.

(h) Cooperation: The applicant
demonstrates a willingness to cooperate
with the Commercial Service to fulfill
the program’s goals and to adhere to
target dates set out in the MoU and the
event timetable, both of which are
available from the program office (see
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION section above
on when, where, and how to apply).
Past experience in the IBP will be taken
into account in evaluating current
applications to the program.

Legal Authority: The Commercial
Service has the legal authority to enter

into MoUs with for-profit show
organizers and other groups (partners)
under the provisions of the Mutual
Educational and Cultural Exchange Act
of 1961 ((MECEA), as amended (22
U.S.C. Section 2455(f)) MECEA allows
the Commercial Service to accept
contribution of funds and services from
firms for the purposes of furthering its
mission. The statutory program
authority for the Commercial Service to
conduct the International Buyer
Program is 15 U.S.C. 4724.

The Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) has approved the information
collection requirements of the
application to this program under the
provisions of the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3512 et seq.)
(OMB Control No. 0625-0151).
Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no person is required to respond to
nor shall a person be subject to a
penalty for failure to comply with a
collection of information subject to the
requirements of the Paperwork
Reduction Act unless that collection of
information displays a currently valid
OMB Control Number.

Don Huber,

Acting Director, Office of Trade Event
Programs, U.S. and Foreign Commercial
Service, International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

[FR Doc. 03—15027 Filed 6—-12—-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3510-FP—P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 060503C]

Taking of Marine Mammals Incidental
to Commercial Fishing Operations;
Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction
Plan (ALWTRP)

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of voluntary restrictions
on anchored gillnet and lobster trap/pot
fishing gear.

SUMMARY: The Assistant Administrator
for Fisheries (AA), NOAA, requests that
lobster trap/pot and anchored gillnet
fishermen remove their gear on a
voluntary basis from an area totaling
approximately 1,265 square nautical
miles (nm2) (4,339 km2), east of Cape
Ann, MA for 15 days. Fishermen are
also asked not to set additional gear
during this period. The purpose of this
action is to provide protection to an
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aggregation of North Atlantic right
whales (right whales).

DATES: Effective beginning at 0001 hours
June 10, 2003, 2003, through 2400 hours
June 25, 2003, 2003.

ADDRESSES: Copies of the proposed and
final Dynamic Area Management rules,
Environmental Assessment (EA),
Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction
Team (ALWTRT) meeting summaries,
and progress reports on implementation
of the ALWTRP may also be obtained by
writing Diane Borggaard, NMFS/
Northeast Region, One Blackburn Drive,
Gloucester, MA 01930.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Diane Borggaard, NMFS/Northeast
Region, 978-281-9328; or Kristy Long,
NMFS, Office of Protected Resources,
301-713-1401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Electronic Access

Several of the background documents
for the ALWTRP and the take reduction
planning process can be downloaded
from the ALWTRP web site at http://
www.nero.nmfs.gov/whaletrp/.

Background

The ALWTRP was developed
pursuant to section 118 of the Marine
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) to
reduce the incidental mortality and
serious injury of three endangered
species of whales (right, fin, and
humpback) as well as provide
conservation benefits to a fourth non-
endangered species (minke) due to
incidental interaction with commercial
fishing activities. The ALWTRP,
implemented through regulations
codified at 50 CFR 229.32, relies on a
combination of fishing gear
modifications and time/area closures to
reduce the risk of whales becoming
entangled in commercial fishing gear
(and potentially suffering serious injury
or mortality as a result).

On January 9, 2002, NMFS published
the final rule to implement the
ALWTRP's Dynamic Area Management
(DAM) program (67 FR 1133). The DAM
program provides specific authority for
NMEFS to restrict temporarily on an
expedited basis the use of lobster trap/
pot and anchored gillnet fishing gear in
areas north of 40° N. lat. to protect right
whales. Under the DAM program,
NMFS may: (1) require the removal of
all lobster trap and anchored gillnet
fishing gear for a 15—day period; (2)
allow lobster trap and anchored gillnet
fishing within a DAM zone with gear
modifications determined by NMFS to
sufficiently reduce the risk of
entanglement; and/or (3) issue an alert
to fishermen requesting the voluntary

removal of all lobster trap and anchored
gillnet gear for a 15—day period, and
asking fishermen not to set any
additional gear in the DAM zone during
the 15—day period.

A DAM zone is triggered when NMFS
receives a reliable report from a
qualified individual of three or more
right whales sighted within an area (75
nm? (139 km2)) such that right whale
density is equal to or greater than 0.04
right whales per nm2 (1.85 km2). A
qualified individual is an individual
ascertained by NMFS to be reasonably
able, through training or experience, to
identify a right whale. Such individuals
include, but are not limited to, NMFS
staff, U.S. Coast Guard and Navy
personnel trained in whale
identification, scientific research survey
personnel, whale watch operators and
naturalists, and mariners trained in
whale species identification through
disentanglement training or some other
training program deemed adequate by
NMEFS. A reliable report would be a
credible right whale sighting.

On May 30, 2003, NMFS Aerial
Survey Team reported a sighting of 3
right whales in the proximity of 42° 39’
N lat. and 69° 09' W long. This position
lies east of Cape Ann, MA in an area
called Cashes Ledge. Thus, NMFS has
received a reliable report from a
qualified individual of the requisite
right whale density to trigger the DAM
provisions of the ALWTRP.

Once a DAM zone is triggered, NMFS
determines whether to impose
restrictions on fishing and/or fishing
gear in the zone. This determination is
based on the following factors,
including but not limited to: the
location of the DAM zone with respect
to other fishery closure areas, weather
conditions as they relate to the safety of
human life at sea, the type and amount
of gear already present in the area, and
a review of recent right whale
entanglement and mortality data.

Because the Seasonal Area
Management (SAM) East zone overlaps
a portion of the DAM zone, this area is
excluded from the DAM zone.

NMFS has reviewed the factors and
management options noted above
relative to the DAM under
consideration. NMFS requests the
voluntary removal of lobster trap/pot
and anchored gillnet gear and asks
lobster trap/pot and anchored gillnet
fishermen not to set any new gear in this
area during the 15—day restricted
period. The DAM zone is bound by the
following coordinates:

42°59'N, 69°36'W (NW Corner)

42°59'N, 68°42'W

42°30'N, 68°42'W

42°30'N, 69°24'W

42°17'N, 69°24'W

42°17'N, 69°36'W

NMFS requests voluntary action
within the DAM zone because of the
minimal amount of fishing gear in these
waters during this time of year and,
based on what we know about right
whale migration, the animals will likely
move into other protected areas, such as
the SAM East zone. The request for
removal of gear and appeal to avoid the
setting of additional gear will be in
effect beginning at 0001 hours June 10,
2003, through 2400 hours June 25, 2003,
unless terminated sooner or extended by
NMEFS, through another notification in
the Federal Register.

The request for voluntary action will
be announced to state officials,
fishermen, Atlantic Large Whale Take
Reduction Team (ALWTRT) members,
and other interested parties through e-
mail, phone contact, NOAA website,
and other appropriate media
immediately upon filing with the
Federal Register.

Classification

In accordance with section 118(f)(9) of
the MMPA, the Assistant Administrator
(AA) for Fisheries has determined that
this action is necessary to implement a
take reduction plan to protect North
Atlantic right whales.

This action falls within the scope of
alternatives and impacts analyzed in the
Final EA prepared for the ALWTRP’s
DAM program. Further analysis under
the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) is not required.

NMFS determined that the regulations
establishing the DAM program and
actions such as this one taken pursuant
to those regulations are consistent to the
maximum extent practicable with the
enforceable policies of the approved
coastal management program of the U.S.
Atlantic coastal states. This
determination was submitted for review
by the responsible state agencies under
section 307 of the Coastal Zone
Management Act. Following state
review of the regulations creating the
DAM program, no state disagreed with
NMFS' conclusion that the DAM
program is consistent to the maximum
extent practicable with the enforceable
policies of the approved coastal
management program for that state.

The DAM program under which
NMFS is taking this action contains
policies with federalism implications
warranting preparation of a federalism
assessment under Executive Order
13132. Accordingly, in October 2001,
the Assistant Secretary for
Intergovernmental and Legislative
Affairs, DOC, provided notice of the
DAM program to the appropriate elected
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officials in states to be affected by
actions taken pursuant to the DAM
program. Federalism issues raised by
state officials were addressed in the
final rule implementing the DAM
program. A copy of the federalism
Summary Impact Statement for that
final rule is available upon request
(ADDRESSES).

The rule implementing the DAM
program has been determined to be not
significant under Executive Order
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq. and 50
CFR 229.32(g)(3).

Dated: June 9, 2003.
Rebecca Lent,

Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Regulatory Programs, National marine
Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—15013 Filed 6—10-03; 3:44 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

COMMITTEE FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF TEXTILE
AGREEMENTS

Adjustment of Import Limits for Certain
Cotton Textile Products Produced or
Manufactured in Macau

June 9, 2003.

AGENCY: Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements
(CITA).

ACTION: Issuing a directive to the
Commissioner, Bureau of Customs and
Border Protection adjusting limits.

EFFECTIVE DATE: June 16, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ross
Arnold, International Trade Specialist,
Office of Textiles and Apparel, U.S.
Department of Commerce, (202) 482—
4212. For information on the quota
status of these limits, refer to the Quota
Status Reports posted on the bulletin
boards of each Customs port, call (202)
927-5850, or refer to the Bureau of
Customs and Border Protection website
at http://www.customs.gov. For
information on embargoes and quota re-
openings, refer to the Office of Textiles
and Apparel website at http://
otexa.ita.doc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority: Section 204 of the Agricultural
Act of 1956, as amended (7 U.S.C. 1854);
Executive Order 11651 of March 3, 1972, as
amended.

The current limits for certain
categories are being reduced for
carryforward used.

A description of the textile and
apparel categories in terms of HTS
numbers is available in the
CORRELATION: Textile and Apparel

Categories with the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (see
Federal Register notice 68 FR 1599,
published on January 13, 2003). Also
see 67 FR 68571, published on
December 12, 2002.

James C. Leonard III,

Chairman, Committee for the Implementation
of Textile Agreements.

Committee for the Implementation of Textile
Agreements

June 9, 2003.

Commissioner,
Bureau of Customs and Border Protection,
Washington, DC 20229

Dear Commissioner: This directive
amends, but does not cancel, the directive
issued to you on November 1, 2002, by the
Chairman, Committee for the Implementation
of Textile Agreements. That directive
concerns imports of certain cotton, wool and
man-made fiber textiles and textile products,
produced or manufactured in Macau and
exported during the twelve-month period
which began on January 1, 2003 and extends
through December 31, 2003.

Effective on June 16, 2003, you are directed
to reduce the limits for the following
categories, as provided for under the Uruguay
Round Agreement on Textiles and Clothing:

Adjusted twelve-month

Category Jimit 1

Levels in Group |

333/334/335 ............. 476,671 dozen of
which not more than
252,153 dozen shall
be in Categories
333/335.

618,443 dozen.

2,511,934 dozen.

168,851 dozen.

345 e 106,033 dozen.
347/348 ......cccuveen.. 1,407,689 dozen.
351 131,689 dozen.

1The limits have not been adjusted to ac-
count for any imports exported after December
31, 2002.

The Committee for the Implementation of
Textile Agreements has determined that
these actions fall within the foreign affairs
exception to the rulemaking provisions of 5
U.S.C. 553(a)(1).

Sincerely,

James C. Leonard III,

Chairman, Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements.

[FR Doc. 03-14962 Filed 6—-12—-03; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3510-DR-S

COMMITTEE FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF TEXTILE
AGREEMENTS

Adjustment of Import Limits for Certain
Wool Textile Products Produced or
Manufactured in the Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia

June 10, 2003.

AGENCY: Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements
(CITA).

ACTION: Issuing a directive to the
Commissioner, Bureau of Customs and
Border Protection adjusting limits.

EFFECTIVE DATE: June 13, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Naomi Freeman, International Trade
Specialist, Office of Textiles and
Apparel, U.S. Department of Commerce,
(202) 482—4212. For information on the
quota status of these limits, refer to the
Quota Status Reports posted on the
bulletin boards of each Customs port,
call (202) 927-5850, or refer to the
Bureau of Customs and Border
Protection website at http://
www.customs.gov. For information on
embargoes and quota re-openings, refer
to the Office of Textiles and Apparel
website at http://otexa.ita.doc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority: Section 204 of the Agricultural
Act of 1956, as amended (7 U.S.C. 1854);
Executive Order 11651 of March 3, 1972, as
amended.

The current limits for certain
categories are being adjusted to reflect
Macedonia’s accession to the World
Trade Organization (WTO). Also, limits
adjusted for swing and special shift in
previous Federal Register notices and
letters to Customs are also being revised
to reflect WTO accession. In addition,
carryover is being applied.

A description of the textile and
apparel categories in terms of HTS
numbers is available in the
CORRELATION: Textile and Apparel
Categories with the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (see
Federal Register notice 68 FR 1599,
published on January 13, 2003). Also
see 67 FR 63895, published on October
16, 2002; 67 FR 65956, published on
October 29, 2002; 68 FR 7509, published
on February 14, 2003.

James C. Leonard III,

Chairman, Committee for the Implementation
of Textile Agreements.

Committee for the Implementation of Textile
Agreements

June 10, 2003.

Comumissioner,
Bureau of Customs and Border Protection,



