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direct final rule without prior proposal 
because the Agency views this as a 
noncontroversial submittal and 
anticipates no adverse comments. A 
detailed rationale for the approval is set 
forth in the direct final rule. If no 
adverse comments are received in 
response to this action, no further 
activity is contemplated. If EPA receives 
adverse comments, the direct final rule 
will be withdrawn and all public 
comments received will be addressed in 
a subsequent final rule based on this 
proposed rule. EPA will not institute a 
second comment period. Any parties 
interested in commenting on this action 
should do so at this time.
DATES: Comments must be received in 
writing by September 5, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Comments may be 
submitted either by mail or 
electronically. Written comments 
should be mailed to Makeba Morris, 
Chief, Air Quality Planning Branch, 
Mailcode 3AP21, U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, Region III, 1650 
Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
19103. Electronic comments should be 
sent either to morris.makeba@epa.gov or 
to http://www.regulations.gov, which is 
an alternative method for submitting 
electronic comments to EPA. To submit 
comments, follow the detailed 
instructions described in the 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section. 
Copies of the documents relevant to this 
action are available for public 
inspection during normal business 
hours at the Air Protection Division, 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
Region III, 1650 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103; and 
the Maryland Department of the 
Environment, 1800 Washington 
Boulevard, Suite 705, Baltimore, 
Maryland, 21230.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Kathleen Anderson, (215) 814–2173, or 
by e-mail at 
anderson.kathleen@epa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: You may 
submit comments either electronically 
or by mail. To ensure proper receipt by 
EPA, identify the appropriate 
rulemaking identification number 
MD140–3094b in the subject line on the 
first page of your comment. Please 
ensure that your comments are 
submitted within the specified comment 
period. Comments received after the 
close of the comment period will be 
marked ‘‘late.’’ EPA is not required to 
consider these late comments. 

1. Electronically. If you submit an 
electronic comment as prescribed 
below, EPA recommends that you 
include your name, mailing address, 
and an e-mail address or other contact 

information in the body of your 
comment. Also include this contact 
information on the outside of any disk 
or CD ROM you submit, and in any 
cover letter accompanying the disk or 
CD ROM. This ensures that you can be 
identified as the submitter of the 
comment and allows EPA to contact you 
in case EPA cannot read your comment 
due to technical difficulties or needs 
further information on the substance of 
your comment. EPA’s policy is that EPA 
will not edit your comment, and any 
identifying or contact information 
provided in the body of a comment will 
be included as part of the comment that 
is placed in the official public docket, 
and made available in EPA’s electronic 
public docket. If EPA cannot read your 
comment due to technical difficulties 
and cannot contact you for clarification, 
EPA may not be able to consider your 
comment. 

i. E-mail. Comments may be sent by 
electronic mail (e-mail) to 
morris.makeba@epa.gov, attention 
MD140–3094b. EPA’s e-mail system is 
not an ‘‘anonymous access’’ system. If 
you send an e-mail comment directly 
without going through Regulations.gov, 
EPA’s e-mail system automatically 
captures your e-mail address. E-mail 
addresses that are automatically 
captured by EPA’s e-mail system are 
included as part of the comment that is 
placed in the official public docket, and 
made available in EPA’s electronic 
public docket. 

ii. Regulations.gov. Your use of 
Regulation.gov is an alternative method 
of submitting electronic comments to 
EPA. Go directly to http://
www.regulations.gov, then select 
‘‘Environmental Protection Agency’’ at 
the top of the page and use the ‘‘go’’ 
button. The list of current EPA actions 
available for comment will be listed. 
Please follow the online instructions for 
submitting comments. The system is an 
‘‘anonymous access’’ system, which 
means EPA will not know your identity, 
e-mail address, or other contact 
information unless you provide it in the 
body of your comment. 

iii. Disk or CD ROM. You may submit 
comments on a disk or CD ROM that 
you mail to the mailing address 
identified in the ADDRESSES section of 
this document. These electronic 
submissions will be accepted in 
WordPerfect, Word or ASCII file format. 
Avoid the use of special characters and 
any form of encryption. 

2. By Mail. Written comments should 
be addressed to the EPA Regional office 
listed in the ADDRESSES section of this 
document. 

Please note that if EPA receives 
adverse comment on an amendment, 

paragraph, or section of this rule and if 
that provision may be severed from the 
remainder of the rule, EPA may adopt 
as final those provisions of the rule that 
are not the subject of an adverse 
comment.

Dated: June 26, 2003. 
Donald S. Welsh, 
Regional Administrator, Region III.
[FR Doc. 03–19921 Filed 8–5–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6560–50–P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

40 CFR Part 70 

[KS 189–1189; FRL–7540–8] 

Approval and Promulgation of 
Operating Permits Program; State of 
Kansas

AGENCY: Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: EPA is proposing approval of 
revisions to the Kansas Operating 
Permit Program. On June 25, 2001, the 
state of Kansas requested a revision to 
change the Class I Operating Permits 
annual emission inventory due date and 
to revise the annual emissions fee. 
Approval of these revisions will ensure 
consistency between the state and 
Federally-approved rules.
DATES: Comments on this proposed 
action must be received in writing by 
September 5, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Comments may be 
submitted either by mail or 
electronically. Written comments 
should be mailed to Heather Hamilton, 
Environmental Protection Agency, Air 
Planning and Development Branch, 901 
North 5th Street, Kansas City, Kansas 
66101. Electronic comments should be 
sent either to Heather Hamilton at 
hamilton.heather@epa.gov or to http://
www.regulations.gov, which is an 
alternative method for submitting 
electronic comments to EPA. To submit 
comments, please follow the detailed 
instructions described in ‘‘What action 
is EPA taking’’ in the SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION section of the direct final 
rule which is located in the rules 
section of the Federal Register.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Heather Hamilton at (913) 551–7039, or 
by e-mail at hamilton.heather@epa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In the 
final rules section of the Federal 
Register, EPA is approving the state’s 
operating permits program revisions as 
a direct final rule without prior proposal 
because the Agency views this as a 
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noncontroversial revision amendment 
and anticipates no relevant adverse 
comments to this action. A detailed 
rationale for the approval is set forth in 
the direct final rule. If no relevant 
adverse comments are received in 
response to this action, no further 
activity is contemplated in relation to 
this action. If EPA receives relevant 
adverse comments, the direct final rule 
will be withdrawn and all public 
comments received will be addressed in 
a subsequent final rule based on this 
proposed action. EPA will not institute 
a second comment period on this action. 
Any parties interested in commenting 
on this action should do so at this time. 
Please note that if EPA receives adverse 
comment on part of this rule and if that 
part can be severed from the remainder 
of the rule, EPA may adopt as final 
those parts of the rule that are not the 
subject of an adverse comment. See the 
information provided in the direct final 
rule which is located in the rules 
section of the Federal Register.

Dated: July 28, 2003. 
William Rice, 
Acting Regional Administrator, Region 7.
[FR Doc. 03–20037 Filed 8–5–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6560–50–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration 

49 CFR Part 571 

[Docket No. NHTSA–03–15732] 

RIN 2127–AI98 

Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standards; Occupant Crash Protection

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA), 
Department of Transportation (DOT).
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking 
(NPRM). 

SUMMARY: In this document, NHTSA 
proposes to amend Federal Motor 
Vehicle Safety Standard No. 208, 
Occupant crash protection (FMVSS No. 
208), to establish the same maximum 
test speed and phase-in schedule for the 
belted barrier test using the 5th 
percentile adult female test dummy as is 
required for belted tests using the 50th 
percentile adult male test dummy 
commencing September 1, 2007. The 
effect of this proposal would be to 
increase the maximum belted frontal 
barrier crash test speed for the smaller 
dummy from 48 km/h (30 mph) to 56 
km/h (35 mph). Preliminary testing has 

shown that at the higher test speed, a 
belted 5th percentile adult female 
dummy seated in accordance with 
FMVSS No. 208 seating procedures may 
record higher injury measurements than 
a 50th percentile adult male dummy 
tested in the same vehicle. Improving 
performance beyond the 48 km/h (30 
mph) test speed for the 5th percentile 
adult female would require that air bag 
and seat belt designs be optimized to 
protect occupants in high speed crashes 
without increasing the aggressiveness of 
those systems to a level where they are 
likely to induce injuries for out-of-
position occupants.
DATES: You should submit comments 
early enough to ensure that Docket 
Management receives them not later 
than October 6, 2003.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
(identified by DOT DMS Docket Number 
03–15732) by any of the following 
methods: 

• Web site: http://dms.dot.gov. 
Follow the instructions for submitting 
comments on the DOT electronic docket 
site. 

• Fax: 1–202–493–2251. 
• Mail: Docket Management Facility; 

U.S. Department of Transportation, 400 
Seventh Street, SW., Nassif Building, 
Room PL–401, Washington, DC 20590–
001. 

• Hand Delivery : Room PL–401 on 
the plaza level of the Nassif Building, 
400 Seventh Street, SW., Washington, 
DC, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except Federal 
Holidays. 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to 
http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the 
online instructions for submitting 
comments. 

Instructions: All submissions must 
include the agency name and docket 
number or Regulatory Identification 
Number (RIN) for this rulemaking. For 
detailed instructions on submitting 
comments and additional information 
on the rulemaking process, see the 
Requests for Comments heading of the 
Supplementary Information section of 
this document. Note that all comments 
received will be posted without change 
to http://dms.dot.gov, including any 
personal information provided. Please 
see the Privacy Act heading under 
Regulatory Analyses and Notices. 

Docket: For access to the docket to 
read background documents or 
comments received, go to http://
dms.dot.gov at any time or to Room PL–
401 on the plaza level of the Nassif 
Building, 400 Seventh Street, SW., 
Washington, DC, between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m., Monday through Friday, except 
Federal Holidays.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
non-legal issues, you may contact Lori 
Summers, Office of Crashworthiness 
Standards, Light Duty Vehicle Division 
by phone at (202) 366–1740, and by fax 
at (202) 493–2739. 

For legal issues, you may contact 
Christopher Calamita of the NHTSA 
Office of Chief Counsel by phone at 
(202) 366–2992 and by fax at (202) 366–
3820. 

You may send mail to both of these 
officials at the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, 400 Seventh St., 
SW., Washington, DC 20590.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Table of Contents 
I. Background 
II. Tests conducted to assess the feasibility of 

a 56 km/h (35 mph) belted barrier test 
requirement using the 5th percentile 
adult female test dummy 

III. Benefits and Costs Associated with the 
Proposed Rule 

IV. Effective Date of the Proposed Rule 
V. Requests for Comments 
VI. Rulemaking Analyses and Notices

I. Background 
FMVSS No. 208 requires passenger 

vehicles to be equipped with safety belts 
and frontal air bags to prevent or 
mitigate the effects of occupant 
interaction with the vehicle interior in 
a crash. While air bags have been very 
effective in increasing the number of 
people saved in moderate and high 
speed frontal crashes, they have 
occasionally been implicated in 
fatalities in instances where vehicle 
occupants were very close to the air bag 
when it deployed. On May 12, 2000, 
NHTSA published a final rule to require 
that future air bags be designed to create 
less risk of serious air bag-induced 
injuries than current air bags and 
provide improved frontal crash 
protection for all occupants, by means 
that include advanced air bag 
technology (‘‘Advanced Air Bag Rule’’, 
65 FR 30680). 

The Advanced Air Bag Rule 
established two phase-in schedules. In 
the first phase-in, NHTSA will require 
vehicle manufacturers to install air bag 
systems that reduce the risk of air bag-
induced injury (particularly to young 
children and small adult drivers), while 
improving the frontal crash protection 
provided by current air bag systems to 
occupants of different sizes. In the 
second phase-in, the agency will require 
manufacturers to further improve upon 
the existing air bag systems by 
implementing a belted rigid barrier 
crash test at impact speeds up to and 
including 56 km/h (35 mph), rather than 
48 km/h (30 mph) as has been required 
for many years. The Advanced Air Bag 

VerDate jul<14>2003 17:20 Aug 05, 2003 Jkt 200001 PO 00000 Frm 00036 Fmt 4702 Sfmt 4702 E:\FR\FM\06AUP1.SGM 06AUP1

http://dms.dot.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://dms.dot.gov
http://dms.dot.gov

