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criteria, and implementation schedules
are set forth. Grants will be
competitively awarded following peer
review.

DATES: Receipt dates vary depending on
the specific research areas within the
solicitations.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In its
Requests for Applications (RFA) the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
invites research applications in the
following areas of special interest to its
mission: (1) Epidemiologic Research on
Health Effects of Long-Term Exposure to
Ambient Particulate Matter and Other
Air Pollutants, (2) Consequences of
Global Change for Air Quality: Spatial
Patterns in Air Pollution Emissions, (3)
Microbial Risk in Drinking Water, (4)
Environmental Statistics Research:
Novel Analyses of Environmental Data,
(5) Aggregate Exposure Assessment for
Pesticides: Longitudinal Case Studies of
Human Exposure-Related Behavior and
(6) Valuation for Environmental Policy.

CONTACTS: (1) Epidemiologic Research
on Health Effects of Long-Term
Exposure to Ambient Particulate Matter
and Other Air Pollutants—
Glenn.Barbara@EPA.GOV, (2)
Consequences of Global Change for Air
Quality: Spatial Patterns in Air
Pollution Emissions—
Winner.Darrell@epa.gov, (3) Microbial
Risk in Drinking Water—Nolt-
Helms.Cynthia@epa.gov, (4)
Environmental Statistics Research:
Novel Analyses of Environmental
Data—Saint.Chris@epa.gov, (5)
Aggregate Exposure Assessment for
Pesticides: Longitudinal Case Studies of
Human Exposure-Related Behavior—
Saint.Chris@epa.gov, (6) Valuation for
Environmental Policy—
Wheeler.William@epa.gov

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: The
complete program announcement can be
accessed on the Internet at http://
www.epa.gov/ncer, under
“announcements.” The required forms
for applications with instructions are
accessible on the Internet at http://
es.epa.gov/ncer/rfa/forms/downlf.html.
Forms may be printed from this site.

Dated: February 25, 2003.

Peter W. Preuss,

Director, National Center for Environmental
Research.

[FR Doc. 03-5618 Filed 3—7—-03; 8:45 am|]
BILLING CODE 6560-50—P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[OPPT-2002-0076; FRL—7292-3]

Pollution Prevention Grants and
Announcement of Financial Assistance
Programs Eligible for Review; Notice
of Availability

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: EPA expects to have
approximately $5 million available in
fiscal year 2003 grant/cooperative
agreement funds under the Pollution
Prevention (P2) grant program. Grants/
cooperative agreements will be awarded
under the authority of the Pollution
Prevention Act (PPA) of 1990, subject to
the availability of funds at the time of
award. The Pollution Prevention Act of
1990 and 40 CFR part 35, subpart B
authorize EPA to award grant funds to
State, Tribes, and Intertribal Consortia
programs that address the reduction or
elimination of pollution across
environmental media (air, land, and
water) and to strengthen the efficiency
and effectiveness of pollution
prevention technical assistance
programs in providing source reduction
information to businesses. This notice
describes the procedures and criteria for
the award of these grants.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
general information contact: Barbara
Cunningham, Acting Director,
Environmental Assistance Division
(7408M), Office of Pollution Prevention
and Toxics, Environmental Protection
Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW.,
Washington, DC 20460-0001; telephone
number: (202) 554—1404; e-mail address:
TSCA-Hotline@epa.gov.

For technical information contact:
Lena Ferris, Pollution Prevention
Division (7409), Office Pollution
Prevention and Toxics, Environmental
Protection Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania
Ave., NW., Washington, DC 20460—
0001; telephone number: (202) 564—
8831; e-mail address:
ferris.lena@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. General Information

A. Does this Action Apply to Me?

This action is directed to States
(including state universities), Tribes and
Intertribal Consortia. This notice may,
however, be of interest to local
governments, private universities,
private nonprofit entities, private
businesses, and individuals who are not
eligible for this grant program. If you
have any questions regarding the

applicability of this action to a
particular entity, contact the technical
person listed in the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT.

B. How Can I Get Copies of this
Document and Other Related
Information?

1. Docket. EPA has established an
official public docket for this action
under docket identification (ID) number
OPPT-2002-0076. The official public
docket consists of the documents
specifically referenced in this action,
any public comments received, and
other information related to this action.
Although a part of the official docket,
the public docket does not include
Confidential Business Information (CBI)
or other information whose disclosure is
restricted by statute. The official public
docket is the collection of materials that
is available for public viewing at the
EPA Docket Center, Rm. B102-Reading
Room, EPA West, 1301 Constitution
Ave., NW., Washington, DC. The EPA
Docket Center is open from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday,
excluding legal holidays. The EPA
Docket Center Reading Room telephone
number is (202) 566—1744 and the
telephone number for the OPPT Docket,
which is located in the EPA Docket
Center, is (202) 566—0280.

2. Electronic access. You may access
this Federal Register document
electronically through the EPA Internet
under the “Federal Register” listings at
http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/. This
document will also be available at the
EPA P2 Web site at http://www.epa.gov/
p2. A frequently updated electronic
version of 40 CFR part 35 is available at
http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/
cfrhtml_00/Title_40/40cfr35_00.html
and of 40 CFR part 31 at http://
www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/
cfrhtml_00/Title_40/40cfr31_00.html,
both beta sites currently under
development.

An electronic version of the public
docket is available through EPA’s
electronic public docket and comment
system, EPA Dockets. You may use EPA
Dockets at http://www.epa.gov/edocket/
to submit or view public comments,
access the index listing of the contents
of the official public docket, and to
access those documents in the public
docket that are available electronically.
Although not all docket materials may
be available electronically, you may still
access any of the publicly available
docket materials through the docket
facility identified in Unit I.B.1. Once in
the system, select ““search,” then key in
the appropriate docket identification
number.
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II. Background of the Pollution
Prevention Grant Program

More than $80 million has been
awarded to over 100 State and Tribal
organizations under EPA’s multimedia
P2 grant program, since its inception in
1989. During the past 13 years, P2 grant
funds have established and enabled
State and Tribal programs to implement
a wide range of pollution prevention
activities. P2 grants provide economic
benefits to small businesses by funding
pollution prevention technical
assistance programs focused on helping
the businesses develop more efficient
production technologies and operate
more cost effectively.

The goal of the P2 grant program is to
assist businesses and industries in
identifying better environmental
strategies and solutions for reducing
waste at the source. The majority of the
P2 grants fund State-based projects in
the areas of technical assistance and
training, education and outreach,
regulatory integration, data collection
and research, demonstration projects,
and recognition programs.

In November 1990, the Pollution
Prevention Act of 1990 (Public Law
101-508) was enacted, establishing as
national policy that pollution should be
prevented or reduced at the source
whenever feasible.

1. Section 6603 of the Pollution
Prevention Act of 1990 defines source
reduction as any practice that:

i. Reduces the amount of any
hazardous substance, pollutant, or
contaminant entering any waste stream
or otherwise released into the
environment (including fugitive
emissions) prior to recycling, treatment,
or disposal.

ii. Reduces the hazards to public
health and the environment associated
with the release of such substances,
pollutants, or contaminants.

EPA further defines pollution
prevention as the use of other practices
that reduce or eliminate the creation of
pollutants through increased efficiency
in the use of raw materials, energy,
water, or other resources, or protection
of natural resources, or protection of
natural resources by conservation.

2. Section 6605 of the Pollution
Prevention Act of 1990 and 40 CFR part
35, subpart B authorizes EPA to make
matching grants to promote the use of
source reduction techniques by
businesses. In evaluating grant
applications, the Pollution Prevention
Act of 1990 directs EPA to consider
whether the proposed program will:

i. Make specific technical assistance
available to businesses seeking
information about source reduction

opportunities, including funding for
experts to provide onsite technical
advice and to assist in the development
of source reduction plans.

ii. Target assistance to businesses for
which lack of information is an
impediment to source reduction.

iii. Provide training in source
reduction techniques.

III. Availability of FY 2003 Funds

EPA expects to have approximately $5
million in grant/cooperative agreement
funds available for FY 2003-2004
pollution prevention activities. The
Agency has delegated grant making
authority to the EPA regional offices.
EPA regional offices are responsible for
the solicitation of interest and the
screening of proposals. The Agency
reserves the right to reject all initial
proposals and make no awards.

In addition to the statutory criteria
discussed in Unit II., all applicants must
address all five of the national program
criteria listed in Unit VI.B.2. EPA
invites applicants to submit proposals
that make the case for how their work
will address P2 priorities on the
national, Tribal, regional, and State
level. Interested applicants should
contact their EPA Regional Pollution
Prevention Coordinator, listed in Unit
X. for more information.

The 2003 Pollution Prevention Grant
Guidance is located at http://
www.epa.gov/p2/grants/ppis/ppis.htm.

IV. Catalogue of Federal Domestic
Assistance

The number assigned to the P2 grant
program in the Catalogue of Federal
Domestic Assistance is 66.708 (formerly
66.900).

V. Matching Requirements

States, Tribes, and Intertribal
Consortia recipients of P2 grants under
section 6605 of the PPA must provide at
least 50% of the total allowable project
cost. For example, the Federal
Government will provide half of the
total allowable cost of the project, and
the recipient will provide the other half.
Recipients may meet the match
requirements by allowable costs
incurred by the grantee (often referred to
as “in-kind goods or services”) or the
value of third party in-kind
contributions consistent with 40 CFR
31.24. If a Tribe or Intertribal
Consortium is selected for award of a P2
grant and the Tribe includes the funds
in a Performance Partnership Grant
awarded under 40 CFR part 35, subpart
B, the required Tribal match for the
Pollution Prevention portion of the P2
grant will be reduced to 5% of the

allowable Pollution Prevention project
cost for the first 2 years of the P2 grant.

VI. Eligibility
A. Applicants

Eligible applicants for purposes of
funding under this program include the
50 States, the District of Columbia, the
U.S. Virgin Islands, the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, any territory of or
possession of the United States, any
agency or instrumentality of a State
including State universities, and Indian
tribes that meet the requirement for
treatment in a manner similar to a state
at 40 CFR 35.663 and Intertribal
Consortia that meet the requirements at
40 CFR 35.504. Local governments,
private universities, private nonprofit,
private businesses, and individuals are
not eligible for funding. Eligible
applicants are encouraged to establish
partnerships with business and other
environmental assistance providers to
seamlessly deliver pollution prevention
assistance. Successful applicants will be
those that best meet the evaluation
criteria in Unit VL.B.2. In many cases,
this is likely to be accomplished
through partnerships.

B. Activities and Criteria

1. General. EPA specifically seeks to
build pollution prevention capabilities
or to test innovative pollution
prevention approaches and
methodologies. Funds awarded under
the P2 grant program must be used to
support pollution prevention programs
that address the transfer and reduction
of potentially harmful pollutants across
environmental media: Air, water, and
land. Programs should reflect
comprehensive and coordinated
pollution prevention planning and
implementation efforts.

2. National program criteria for 2003.
This section describes the five national
program criteria EPA will use to
evaluate proposals under the P2 grant
program. In addition to the statutory
criteria and the national program
criteria, there may be regionally specific
criteria that the proposed activities are
also required to address. For more
information on the EPA regional
requirements, applicants should contact
their EPA Regional Pollution Prevention
Coordinator, listed in Unit X. As well as
ensuring that the proposed activities
meet EPA’s definition of pollution
prevention, the applicant’s proposal
must include how they address the
following five criteria:

i. Promote multimedia pollution
prevention. Applicants should identify
how projects will encourage source
reduction to actively prevent pollution
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across environmental media: Air, water
and land. Programs should reflect
comprehensive and coordinated
pollution prevention planning and
implementation efforts. Pollution
prevention programs can develop
multimedia pollution prevention
activities which provide technical
assistance to businesses, institutionalize
multimedia pollution prevention as a
environmental management priority, or
initiate demonstration projects that test
and support innovative pollution
prevention approaches and
methodologies.

ii. Advance environmental goals. EPA
believes that State and Tribal pollution
prevention programs have a unique
opportunity to promote pollution
prevention, especially through the
environmental performance agreements.
By developing applications that support
stated environmental goals, pollution
prevention programs can help ensure
that States and Tribes achieve objectives
through a cost-effective preventive
approach. Pollution prevention
programs will continue to be valuable to
top management if they can demonstrate
how their actions will help advance
stated goals. EPA would like to ensure
that pollution prevention is integrated
and that the funds provide a service that
supports each State’s or Tribes strategic
plan. EPA will not fund any projects
developed apart from those included in
the stated strategic plans.

iii. Promote accomplishments within
State’s environmental programs. EPA
realizes the importance of being able to
document the effectiveness of the
program back to the affected media
office. EPA added this application
criteria to create the necessary link
between the regulatory program and the
pollution prevention program activities
to ensure that the affected offices know
the good work that is being done within
their sectors/programs/geographic areas.
By periodically documenting the
proposed activities’ accomplishments,
grantees will help media program
managers understand the benefits of
their delivered services. By creating this
positive feedback mechanism to the
regulatory program, the grantee can
market their accomplishments and help
promote the sustainability of the P2
program.

iv. Promote partnerships. For the past
6 years, EPA has required P2 grant
applicants to identify major
environmental assistance providers in
their area and to work with these
organizations to educate businesses on
pollution prevention. EPA believes that
pollution prevention programs that do
not develop a strong relationship with
other environmental assistance

providers will face difficulties accessing
State and Federal resources in the
future.

EPA continues to seek more
cooperation among State and Tribal
pollution prevention programs and the
other environmental and business
assistance providers. These can include
university-based technical assistance
and cooperative extension programs,
and other State-based assistance
programs. Partnerships are also
encouraged with regional and national
programs such as the Pollution
Prevention Resource Exchange (P2Rx)
centers, National Institute of Standards
and Technology (NIST) programs, Office
of Enforcement and Compliance
Assistance (OECA) Compliance
Assistance Centers, EPA’s Small
Business Assistance Programs (SBAPs),
etc.

By developing such partnerships, EPA
would like to ensure that pollution
prevention programs leverage this
outside expertise. This partnership will
also reduce the need for other
environmental assistance providers to
develop their own expertise, which
would result in duplication of effort.

v. Estimate environmental impact.
Applicants are requested to estimate the
environmental impact from their
proposed activities. This would be a
quantifiable number that provides an
estimation of waste reduction expected.
Many of the EPA regional offices have
negotiated with their States specific
measurement structures which may
provide appropriate frameworks for
estimating environmental impact.

3. Program management. Awards for
FY 2003 funds will be managed through
the EPA regional offices. Applicants
should contact their EPA Regional
Pollution Prevention Coordinator, listed
in Unit X. or view the 2003 Pollution
Prevention Grant Guidance located at
http://www.epa.gov/p2/grants/ppis/
ppis.htm to obtain specific regional
requirements and deadlines for
submitting proposals. National funding
decisions will be made by June 2003.

VII. Proposal Narrative Format

The proposed work plan must meet
the requirements for an approvable
work plan at 40 CFR 35.107 or 35.507.

VIII. Applicable Regulations

State applicants and recipients of P2
grants are subject to the requirements of
40 CFR parts 31 and 35, subpart A.
Tribal and Intertribal Consortia
applicants and recipients of P2 grants
are subject to the requirements of 40
CFR parts 31 and 35, subpart B.

IX. Reporting

The work plans and reporting must be
consistent with the requirements of 40
CFR 35.107, 35.115, 35.507, and 35.515.

The grantee, along with the Regional
Project Officer, will develop a process
for jointly evaluating and reporting
progress and accomplishments under
the work plan (see 40 CFR 35.115 and
35.515). A description of the evaluation
process and a reporting schedule must
be included in the work plan (see 40
CFR 35.107(b)(2)(iv) and
35.507(b)(2)(iv)).

The evaluation process must provide
for:

1. A discussion of accomplishments
as measured against work plan
commitments.

2. A discussion of the cumulative
effectiveness of the work performed
under all work plan components.

3. A discussion of existing and
potential problem areas.

4. Suggestions for improvement,
including, where feasible, schedules for
making improvements.

EPA’s Pollution Prevention Division
has created an optional progress report
format to facilitate national reporting on
status of P2 grant activities. A copy of
the report format is included in the
grant guidance located on the P2 Grant
Program Web site (http://www.epa.gov/
p2/grants/ppis/ppis.htm). This progress
report format is not required but has
been used in several States for the past
year.

X. Regional Pollution Prevention
Coordinators

Region I: (Connecticut, Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode
Island, Vermont) Rob Guillemin, 1
Congress St. (SPP), Boston, MA 02203;
telephone number: (617) 918-1814 or
(617) 918—1841; e-mail address:
guillemin.robert@epa.gov.

Region II: (New Jersey, New York,
Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands) Tristen
Gillespie (SPMMB), 290 Broadway, 25th
Floor, New York, NY 10007; telephone
number: (212) 637—-3753; e-mail address:
gillespie.tristen@epa.gov.

Region III: (Delaware, District of
Columbia, Maryland, Pennsylvania,
Virginia, West Virginia) Lorna
Rosenberg (3E100), 1650 Arch St.,
Philadelphia PA 19103-2029; telephone
number: (215) 814-5389; e-mail address:
rosenberg.lorna@epa.gov.

Region IV: (Alabama, Florida, Georgia,
Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Tennessee) Dan Ahern,
Atlanta Federal Center, 61 Forsyth St.,
SW., Atlanta, GA 30303; telephone
number: (404) 562—9028; e-mail address:
ahern.dan@epa.gov.
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Region V: (Illinois, Indiana, Michigan,
Minnesota, Ohio, Wisconsin) Phil
Kaplan (DW-8J), 77 West Jackson Blvd.,
Chicago, IL 60604—3590; telephone

number: (312) 353—4669; e-mail address:

kaplan.phil@epa.gov.

Region VI: (Arkansas, Louisiana, New
Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas) Eli Martinez
(6EN-XP), 1445 Ross Ave., 12th Floor,
Suite 1200, Dallas, TX 75202; telephone

number: (214) 665—2119; e-mail address:

martinez.eli@epa.gov.

Region VII: (Iowa, Kansas, Missouri,
Nebraska) Gary Bertram (ARTD/TSPP),
901 N 5th St., Kansas City, KS 66101;
telephone number: (913) 551-7533; e-
mail address: bertram.gary@epa.gov.

Region VIII: (Colorado, Montana,
North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah,
Wyoming) Linda Walters (8P-P3T), 999
18th St., Suite 300, Denver, CO 80202—
2405; telephone number: (303) 312—
6385, e-mail address:
walters.linda@epa.gov.

Region IX: (American Samoa,
Arizona, California, Guam, Hawaii,
Nevada) Leif Magnuson (WST-7), 75
Hawthorne Ave., San Francisco, CA
94105; telephone number: (415) 972—
3286; e-mail address:
magnuson.leif@epa.gov.

Region X: (Alaska, Idaho, Oregon,
Washington) Carolyn Gangmark, 01—
085, 1200 Sixth Ave., Seattle, WA
98101; telephone number: (206) 553—
4072; e-mail address:
gangmark.carolyn@epa.gov.

XI. Congressional Review Act

Grant solicitations such as this are
considered rules for the purpose of the
Congressional Review Act (CRA). The
CRA, 5 U.S.C. 801 et seq., as added by
the Small Business Regulatory
Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996
(SBREFA), generally provides that
before a rule may take effect, the agency
promulgating the rule must submit a
rule report, which includes a copy of
the rule, to each House of the Congress
and to the Comptroller General of the
United States. EPA will submit a report
containing this rule and other required
information to the U.S. Senate, the U.S.
House of Representatives, and the
Comptroller General of the United
States prior to publication of the rule in
the Federal Register. This is not a
“major rule” as defined by 5 U.S.C.
804(2).

List of Subjects

Environmental protection, Grants,
Pollution prevention.

Dated: February 26, 2003.
Stephen L. Johnson,

Assistant Administrator, Office of Prevention,
Pesticides, and Toxic Substances.

[FR Doc. 03-5621 Filed 3—-7-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-S

EXPORT-IMPORT BANK OF THE
UNITED STATES

Notice of Open Special Meeting of the
Sub-Saharan Africa Advisory
Committee (SAAC) of the Export-
Import Bank of the United States
(Export-Import Bank)

SUMMARY: The Sub-Saharan Africa
Advisory Committee was established by
Public Law 105-121, November 26,
1997, to advise the Board of Directors on
the development and implementation of
policies and programs designed to
support the expansion of the Bank’s
financial commitments in Sub-Saharan
Africa under the loan, guarantee and
insurance programs of the Bank.
Further, the committee shall make
recommendations on how the Bank can
facilitate greater support by U.S.
commercial banks for trade with Sub-
Saharan Africa.

Time and Place: Wednesday, March
26, 2003, at 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The
meeting will be held at the Export-
Import Bank in Room 1143, 811
Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC
20571.

Agenda: This meeting will focus on
improving deal flow for transactions in
Sub-Saharan Africa. SAAC members
and the Bank staff will discuss previous
committee recommendations and the
industry-specific experience of
particular SAAC members.

Public Participation: The meeting will
be open to public participation, and the
last 10 minutes will be set aside for oral
questions or comments. Members of the
public may also file written statement(s)
before or after the meeting. If any person
wishes auxiliary aids (such as a sign
language interpreter) or other special
accommodations, please contact, prior
to March 21, 2003, Teri Stumpf, Room
1215, 811 Vermont Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20571, Voice: (202)
565-3502 or TDD (202) 565-3377.

FURTHER INFORMATION: For further
information, contact Teri Stumpf, Room

1215, 811 Vermont Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20571, (202) 565—3502.

Peter B. Saba,

General Counsel.

[FR Doc. 03-5640 Filed 3—-7—-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6696-01-M

FEDERAL HOUSING FINANCE BOARD

Sunshine Act Meeting Notice;
Announcing an Open Meeting of the
Board and a Public Hearing on
Business Objectives and Practices of
Federal Home Loan Bank Unsecured
Lending

TIME AND DATE: The meeting of the Board
of Directors is scheduled to begin at 2
pm on Wednesday, March 12, 2003. The
public hearing will take place
immediately following the Board of
Directors meeting.

PLACE: Board Room, Second Floor,
Federal Housing Finance Board, 1777 F
Street, NW., Washington, DC 20006.

STATUS: The entire meeting and the
public hearing will be open to the
public.

MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED:

1. At the meeting of the Board of
Directors:

* Appointments to the Office of
Finance. Part 985 of the Federal
Housing Finance Board regulations
requires the agency to appoint the
members of the Office of Finance board
of directors (12 CFR 985.7).

» Appointment of Federal Home Loan
Bank Directors. Section 7 of the Federal
Home Loan Bank Act (12 U.S.C. 1427)
requires the Federal Housing Finance
Board to appoint public interest
directors to the boards of directors of the
Federal Home Loan Banks.

» Financial Expertise Requirements
for Certain Federal Home Loan Bank
Appointed Directors. Consideration of a
proposed rule to ensure that at least one
appointive director serving on the board
of directors of each Federal Home Loan
Bank has financial expertise.

» Delegation of Authority to the
Chairperson of the Board of Directors of
the Federal Housing Finance Board.
Consideration of a resolution setting
forth the sense of the Board of Directors
about the delegation to the Chairperson.

2. At the hearing:

Business Objectives and Practices of
Federal Home Loan Bank Unsecured
Lending.

CONTACT PERSON FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Mary H. Gottlieb, Paralegal Specialist,
Office of General Counsel, by telephone
at 202/408-2826 or by electronic mail at
gottliebm@fhfb.gov.

Dated: March 5, 2003.

By the Federal Housing Finance Board.
Arnold Intrater,

General Counsel.
[FR Doc. 03—5674 Filed 3—5—03; 5:08 pm]
BILLING CODE 6725-01-P



