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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Geological Survey

Request for Public Comments on
Information Collection To Be
Submitted to the Office of Management
and Budget for Review Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act

A request extending the collection of
information listed below will be
submitted to the Office of Management
and Budget for approval under the
provisions of the Paperwork Reduction
Act (44 U.S.C. Chapter 35). Copies of the
proposed collection of information and
related forms may be obtained by
contacting the USGS Clearance Officer
at the phone number listed below.
Comments and suggestions on the
requirement should be made within 60
days directly to the USGS Clearance
Officer, Geological Survey, 807 National
Center, Reston, VA 20192. As required
by OMB regulations at CFR 1320.8(d)(1),
the U.S. Geological Survey solicits
specific public comments regarding the
proposed information collection as to:

1. Whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
USGS, including whether the
information will have practical utility;

2. The accuracy of the USGS estimate
of the burden of the collection of
information, including the validity of
the methodology and assumptions used;

3. The utility, quality, and clarity of
the information to be collected; and,

4. How to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including the use of
appropriate automated electronic,
mechanical, or other forms of
information technology.

Title: Mine, Development, and
Minerals Information Supplement.

Current OMB approval number: 1028—
0060.

Abstract: Respondents supply the
U.S. Geological Survey with domestic
production, exploration, and mine
development data on nonfuel mineral
commodities. This information will be
published as an Annual Report for use
by Government agencies, industry, and
the general public.

Bureau form number: 9-4000-A.
Frequency: Annual.

Description of respondents: Nonfuel
Mineral Producers and Exploration
Operations.

Annual responses: 754.
Annual burden hours: 566.

Bureau clearance officer: John E.
Cordyack, Jr., 703—648-7313.

John H. DeYoung, Jr.,
Chief Scientist, Minerals Information Team.
[FR Doc. 03-10248 Filed 4-24-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-47-M

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management

[WY-030-1310-DB]

Notice of Availability of Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for
the Desolation Flats Natural Gas Field
Development Project.

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of availability of Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for the
Desolation Flats Natural Gas Field
Development Project.

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) announces the
availability of the Desolation Flats
Natural Gas Field Development Project
Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) which analyzes the
environmental consequences of the
proposed Desolation Flats natural gas
development and production operation.
Expansion of natural gas exploration
and development is proposed in and
adjacent to other oil and gas
developments in the Willow Reservoir,
Wedge, Mulligan Draw, Powder
Mountain, Desolation Flats, Ruger,
Dripping Rock, Cedar Chest, Triton,
Lookout Wash Units, and the
surrounding areas, collectively referred
to as the Desolation Flats Area. The
233,542 acre Desolation Flats project
area is located within the administrative
jurisdictions of the BLM Rawlins and
Rock Springs Field Offices,
approximately 21 miles south of
Wamsutter, Wyoming, and 14 miles
west of Baggs, Wyoming, in Townships
13-16 North, Ranges 93—96 West, Sixth
Principal Meridian, Sweetwater and
Carbon Counties, Wyoming. Surface
owners of the project area lands are:
Federal Government, 96 percent;
private, 3 percent; and the State of
Wyoming, less than 1 percent.
Currently, there are approximately 63
oil and gas wells drilled within the
proposed project area. If approved, up to
592 additional wells could be drilled
over the next 20 years.

DATES: Written comments on the DEIS
will be accepted for 60 days following
the date the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) publishes its Notice of

Availability of the DEIS in the Federal
Register.

Two formal hearings are scheduled to
obtain public comments on the
proposed project and the DEIS at the
BLM Rock Springs Field Office, Rock
Springs, Wyoming; and at the BLM
Rawlins Field Office, Rawlins,
Wyoming. All meetings or hearings and
any other public involvement activities
will be announced at least 15 days in
advance through public notices, media
news releases, and/or mailings.

ADDRESSES: If you wish to comment,
you may submit your comments by any
one of several methods. You may send
written comments to: John Spehar,
Project Manager, Rawlins Field Office,
Bureau of Land Management, 1300 N.
Third Street, P.O. Box 2407, Rawlins,
Wyoming 82301. You may also
comment via the Internet to:
rawlins_wymail@blm.gov. Please submit
Internet comments as an ASCII file
avoiding the use of special characters
and any form of encryption.

Please also include: “Attn: Desolation
Flats Project Manager” and your name
and return address in your Internet
message. If you do not receive a
confirmation from the system that we
have received your Internet message,
contact us directly at the BLM Rawlins
Field Office, John Spehar, 307-328—
4264. You may hand-deliver comments
to Rawlins Field Office, Bureau of Land
Management, 1300 N. Third Street,
Rawlins, Wyoming, between the hours
of 7:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday, excluding Federal
holidays.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
further information including public
meeting times, dates, and locations or to
obtain a copy of the DEIS, contact John
Spehar, telephone 307-328-4264 or you
may view or download an electronic
version of the document from our BLM
State Web site at http://
www.wy.blm.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Marathon
0Oil Company, EOG Resources, Inc., Tom
Brown, Inc., Basin Exploration, Inc.,
Yates Petroleum Corporation, Questar
Exploration and Production Company,
Merit Energy Company, Santa Fe Snyder
Corporation and other companies
(Operators) have submitted a proposal
to drill up to 592 wells in the Desolation
Flats area. Over the next 20 years, the
Operators propose to explore and
develop the oil and gas resources held
through their existing leases within the
Desolation Flats Project Area. Well
density would range from two wells per
640 acres to four wells per 640 acres,
depending on geologic conditions.
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The Desolation Flats DEIS analyzes
the impacts of the Proposed Action:
economic field development of 385
natural gas wells at 361 well locations
and associated access roads
(approximately 542 miles of new or
upgraded), pipelines (approximately
361 miles), and other ancillary facilities
(one gas processing plant, four
compressor stations, water disposal
sites, etc.). The DEIS also analyzes
Alternative A, which is similar to the
Proposed Action but would expand well
development into the economically
marginal areas of the leases and increase
the density of wells. Alternative A
proposes to increase the number of
wells to approximately 592 wells at 555
locations with a proportional increase of
access roads (approximately 833 of new
or upgraded), pipelines (555 miles) and
other ancillary facilities (two gas
processing plants, six compressor
stations, water disposal sites etc.).

Alternative B is the No Action
Alternative. This alternative would
deny the proposal as submitted but
would allow consideration of individual
APDs on Federal lands on a case-by-case
basis through individual project and
site-specific environmental analysis. No
Action would allow drilling and
development of 23 additional wells in
the Mulligan Draw project area, and
drilling and development of 34
additional wells in the Dripping Rock/
Cedar Breaks project area. Drilling
outside the Mulligan Draw and Dripping
Rock/Cedar Break project areas but
within the DFPA project area could
continue on a case-by-case basis until
BLM made a determination that further
drilling activity would result in field
development.

Based upon issues and concerns
identified during the scoping process,
the DEIS focuses on the impacts to air
quality, biological and physical
resources, transportation, and socio-
economic environment and their
cumulative effects. In compliance with
Section 7(c) of the Endangered Species
Act as amended, this DEIS includes the
Biological Assessment that identifies
endangered or threatened species that
would potentially be affected by the
Proposed Action.

The proposed Desolation Flats
Natural Gas Field Development
activities are in conformance with the
Great Divide Resource Management
Plan (USDI-BLM 1990), and Green
River Resources Management Plan
(USDI-BLM 1997).

Our practice is to make comments,
including the names and street
addresses of each respondent, available
for public review at the BLM offices
listed above during regular business

hours (7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.), Monday
through Friday, except for Federal
holidays. Your comments may be
published as part of the EIS process.
Individual respondents may request
confidentiality. If you wish to withhold
your name and/or street address from
public review or from disclosure under
the Freedom of Information Act, you
must state this prominently at the
beginning of your written comment.
Such requests will be honored to the
extent allowed by law. However, we
will not consider anonymous
comments. All submissions from
organizations or businesses, and from
individuals identifying themselves as
representatives or officials of
organizations or businesses, will be
made available for public inspection in
their entirety.

Dated: March 10, 2003.
Alan L. Kesterke,
Associate State Director.
[FR Doc. 03-9668 Filed 4—24-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management
[OR-100-5882—-AF; HAG03-0134]

Notice of Public Meeting, Roseburg
Resource Advisory Committee Meeting

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Meeting notices for the
Roseburg District Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) Resource Advisory
Committee under Section 205 of the
Secure Rural Schools and Community
Self Determination Act of 2000 (Pub. L.
106—-393).

SUMMARY: This notice is published in
accordance with Section 10(a)(2) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act.
Meeting notice is hereby given for the
Roseburg District BLM Resource
Advisory Committee pursuant to section
205 of the Secure Rural School and
Community Self Determination Act of
2000, Public Law 106—-393 (the Act).
Topics to be discussed by the Roseburg
District BLM Resource Advisory
Committee include specific information
of specific projects and/or decisions on
specific projects.

DATES: The Roseburg Resource Advisory
Committee will meet at the BLM
Roseburg District Office, 777 NW.,
Gargen Valley Boulevard, Roseburg,
Oregon 97470 on June 16, June 30, July
14, July 21, July 28, and August 4, 2003.
The meeting on June 16 will be held
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., while the rest of

the meetings will be held from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant
to the Act, five Resource Advisory
Commitees have been formed for
western Oregon BLM district that
contain Oregon & California (O&C)
Grant Lands and Coos Bay Wagon Road
lands. The Act establishes a six-year
payment schedule to local counties in
lieu of funds derived from the harvest
of timber on federal lands, which have
dropped dramatically over the past 10
years.

The Act creates a new mechanism for
local community collaboration with
federal land management activities in
the selection of projects to be conducted
on federal lands or that will benefit
resources on federal lands using funds
Title I of the Act. The Roseburg District
BLM Resource Advisory Committee
consists of 15 local citizens (plus 6
alternates) representing a wide array of
interests.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Additional information concerning the
Roseburg District BLM Resource
Advisory Committee may be obtained
from E. Lynn Burkett, Public Affairs
Officer, Roseburg District Office, 777
NW., Garden Valley Blvd., Roseburg,
Oregon 97470 or elynnburkett@blm.gov.
or on the Web at http://www.or.blm.gov.

Dated: April 8, 2003.

Cary Osterhaus,

Roseburg District Manager.

[FR Doc. 03-10250 Filed 4—24-03; 8:45 am)|]
BILLING CODE 4310-33-M

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management
[AZ-956-02-1420-BJ]

Arizona State Office; Notice of Filing of
Plats of Survey

April 16, 2003.

1. The plats of survey of the following
described land were officially filed in
the Arizona State Office, Phoenix,
Arizona, on the dates indicated:

A plat representing the dependent
resurvey of a portion of the south
boundary and a portion of the
subdivisional lines and the subdivision
of section 35, Township 9 1/2 North,
Range 2 East of the Gila and Salt River
Meridian, Arizona, accepted August 28,
2002 and officially filed September 5,
2002.

This plat was prepared at the request
of the Phoenix Field Office, Bureau of
Land Management.

A plat representing the dependent
resurvey of a portion of the



