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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
public is invited to comment on the 
following application for a permit to 
conduct certain activities with marine 
mammals. The application was 
submitted to satisfy requirements of the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, 
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), and 
the regulations governing marine 
mammals (50 CFR part 18). Written 
data, comments, or requests for copies 
of the complete application or requests 
for a public hearing on this application 
should be submitted to the Director 
(address above). Anyone requesting a 
hearing should give specific reasons 
why a hearing would be appropriate. 
The holding of such a hearing is at the 
discretion of the Director. 

Applicant: Darren A. Collins, Galena, 
KS, PRT–073836. 

The applicant requests a permit to 
import a polar bear (Ursus maritimus) 
sport hunted from the Lancaster Sound 
polar bear population in Canada for 
personal use. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
has information collection approval 
from OMB through March 31, 2004, 
OMB Control Number 1018–0093. 
Federal Agencies may not conduct or 
sponsor and a person is not required to 
respond to a collection of information 
unless it displays a current valid OMB 
control number.

Dated: July 3, 2003. 
Monica Farris, 
Senior Permit Biologist, Branch of Permits, 
Division of Management Authority.
[FR Doc. 03–17849 Filed 7–14–03; 8:45 am] 
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AGENCY: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Department of the Interior.
ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Service), on behalf of the 
Department of the Interior (DOI), 
announces the release of the Final 
Restoration Plan and Environmental 
Assessment (RP/EA) for the Lone 
Mountain Processing, Inc. (LMPI) Coal 
Slurry Spill Natural Resource Damage 
Assessment in Lee County, Virginia. 
The RP/EA describes the trustee’s plan 
to restore natural resources injured as a 

result of a release of hazardous 
substances.
ADDRESSES: Requests for copies of the 
Final RP/EA may be made to: U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Virginia Field 
Office, 6669 Short Lane, Gloucester, 
Virginia 23061.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John 
Schmerfeld, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, 6669 Short Lane, Gloucester, 
Virginia 23061. Interested parties may 
also call 804–693–6694, extension 107, 
for further information.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On 
October 24, 1996, a failure in a coal 
slurry impoundment associated with a 
coal processing plant owned by LMPI in 
Lee County, Virginia, resulted in the 
release of six million gallons of coal 
slurry to the Powell River watershed. 
The spill occurred when subsidence in 
the coal slurry impoundment caused the 
coal slurry to enter a system of 
abandoned underground coal mine-
works. The coal slurry exited through a 
mine-works surface portal at Gin Creek, 
causing the release of the coal slurry 
into a series of tributaries to the Powell 
River. ‘‘Blackwater,’’ a mix of water, 
coal fines, and clay, and associated 
contaminants, extended far 
downstream. The coal slurry spill 
impacted fish, endangered freshwater 
mussels, other benthic organisms, 
supporting aquatic habitat, and 
designated critical habitat for two 
federally listed fish. Federally listed 
bats and migratory birds may have also 
been affected acutely due to a loss of a 
food supply, and chronically due to 
possible accumulation of contaminants 
through the food chain. 

A Consent Decree (CD) was entered 
with the U.S. District Court for the 
Western District of Virginia, Big Stone 
Gap Division by the United States and 
LMPI on March 5, 2001, to address 
natural resource damages resulting from 
the 1996 release. The CD required that 
LMPI pay $2,450,000 to the DOI Natural 
Resource Damage Assessment and 
Restoration Fund. The CD stipulates 
that these funds are to be ‘‘* * * 
utilized for reimbursement of past 
natural resource damage assessment 
costs, and restoration, replacement or 
acquisition of endangered and 
threatened fishes and mussels located in 
the Powell River and its watershed, or 
restoration, replacement or acquisition 
of their habitats or ecosystems which 
support them, or for restoration 
planning, implementation, oversight 
and monitoring.’’

Section 111(i) of the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation 
and Liability Act (CERCLA) requires 
natural resource trustees to develop a 

restoration plan prior to allocating 
recoveries to implement restoration 
actions, and to obtain public comment 
on that plan. Under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 
Federal agencies must identify and 
evaluate environmental impacts that 
may result from Federal actions. A 
Notice of Availability of the Draft RP/EA 
was published in the Federal Register 
on February 15, 2003, and a 30-day 
public comment period ended on March 
15, 2003. Public comments were 
received and are addressed in the Final 
RP/EA. The Final RP/EA integrates 
CERCLA and NEPA requirements by 
summarizing the affected environment, 
describing the purpose and need for 
action, and selecting and describing the 
preferred restoration alternative. 

Interested members of the public are 
invited to review the Final RP/EA. 
Copies of the Final RP/EA are available 
at the Service’s Virginia Field Office in 
Gloucester, Virginia and at the Service’s 
Southwestern Virginia Field Office 
located at 330 Cummings Street, Suite 
A, Abingdon, Virginia 24210. 

Author: The primary author of this 
notice is John Schmerfeld, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Virginia Field Office, 
6669 Short Lane, Gloucester, Virginia 
23061.

Authority: The authority for this action is 
the CERCLA of 1980 as amended, commonly 
known as Superfund (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.), 
and the Natural Resource Damage 
Assessment Regulations found at 43 CFR, 
part 11.

Dated: June 27, 2003. 
Richard O. Bennett, 
Acting Regional Director, Region 5, Fish and 
Wildlife Service, U.S. Department of the 
Interior, Designated Authorized Official.
[FR Doc. 03–17813 Filed 7–14–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–55–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management 

[CO–200–1020–AC–241A] 

Notice of Meeting, Front Range 
Resource Advisory Council (Colorado)

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management, 
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA) and the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act of 1972 (FACA), the U.S. 
Department of the Interior, Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) Front Range 
Resource Advisory Council (RAC), will 
meet as indicated below.
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DATES: The meeting will be held on 
August 12 and 13, 2003. On August 12 
the meeting will be held at the VFW 
Hall, 933 Sells Avenue, Canon City, 
Colorado from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. The 
meeting will reconvene on August 13 at 
the Holy Cross Abbey Community 
Center, 2951 E. Highway 50, Canon City, 
Colorado from 9:15 a.m. to 4 p.m.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 15 
member Council advises the Secretary 
of the Interior, through the Bureau of 
Land Management, on a variety of 
planning and management issues 
associated with public land 
management in the Front Range Center, 
Colorado. Planned agenda topics 
include: 

On August 12, 2003 the public is 
encouraged to provide comments on the 
preliminary draft Sustaining Working 
Landscapes Initiative. 

On August 13, 2003 the Council will 
discuss the preliminary draft Sustaining 
Working Landscapes Initiative with the 
purpose of providing advice to the BLM 
Colorado State Director. All meetings 
are open to the public. The public is 
encouraged to make oral comments to 
the Council between 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
August 12 or written statements may be 
submitted for the Councils 
consideration. Depending on the 
number of persons wishing to comment 
and time available, the time for 
individual oral comments may be 
limited. Summary minutes for the 
Council Meeting will be maintained in 
the Front Range Center Office and will 
be available for public inspection and 
reproduction during regular business 
hours within thirty (30) days following 
the meeting.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 
Attn: Ken Smith, 3170 East Main Street, 
Canon City, Colorado 81212. Phone 
(719) 269–8500.

Dated: July 8, 2003. 
John L. Carochi, 
Acting Front Range Center Manager.
[FR Doc. 03–17814 Filed 7–14–03; 8:45 am] 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Reclamation 

Operational Changes in Support of 
Lake Cascade Fishery Restoration, 
Boise Project, Payette Division, Idaho

AGENCY: Bureau of Reclamation, 
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an 
environmental impact statement and 
conduct public scoping meetings. 

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 
1969, as amended, the Bureau of 
Reclamation (Reclamation) intends to 
prepare an environmental impact 
statement (EIS), and conduct associated 
public scoping meetings for proposed 
operational changes at Lake Cascade, on 
the North Fork Payette River near 
Cascade, Idaho. The purpose of the 
proposed operational changes is to 
allow the Idaho Department of Fish and 
Game (IDFG) to efficiently and 
effectively remove most of the northern 
pikeminnow and largescale suckers 
from the lake. IDFG has determined that 
the presence of large numbers of 
northern pikeminnow and largescale 
suckers in the lake are a major cause in 
the decline of the important yellow 
perch and trout fishery and will prevent 
recovery of the fishery unless their 
numbers are significantly reduced. The 
current proposal is for Reclamation to 
lower the water elevation of Lake 
Cascade to the lowest level possible to 
allow IDFG to remove the undesirable 
fish and restock the lake with perch and 
trout. 

Reclamation has scheduled public 
meetings to describe the proposed 
project and obtain public input on 
potential impacts of the proposed 
operational changes at Lake Cascade. 
These meetings will assist in 
determining issues and concerns 
associated with the project that will be 
analyzed in the EIS.
DATES: Public scoping meetings will be 
held on the following dates: 

• August 11, 2003, in Cascade, Idaho. 
• August 12, 2003, in Boise Idaho. 
• August 13, 2003, in Emmett, Idaho. 
Each meeting will begin with a formal 

presentation about the proposed project 
from 7 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. followed by an 
informal open house from 7:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. Comments on the proposed 
project will be accepted through 
September 12, 2003. 

The meeting facilities are physically 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Please direct requests for sign language 
interpretation for the hearing impaired, 
or other auxiliary aids, to Steve Dunn by 
August 1, 2003, by telephone, fax, or 
TTY relay number listed under the FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section of 
this notice.
ADDRESSES: Written comments or 
requests for inclusion on the EIS 
mailing list may be submitted to Bureau 
of Reclamation, Snake River Area 
Office, Attention: Steve Dunn, Natural 
Resources Specialist, 214 Broadway 
Avenue, Boise ID 83702–7298. 

The meetings will be held at the 
following locations: 

• August 11, 2003, at the American 
Legion Hall, 105 E Mill Street, Cascade, 
Idaho. 

• August 12, 2003, at the Idaho 
Department of Fish and Game, 600 S 
Walnut, Boise Idaho. 

• August 13, 2003, at the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Service 
Center, 1805 Highway 16, Emmett, 
Idaho.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Anyone interested in more information 
concerning the EIS, or who has 
information that may be useful in 
identifying significant environmental 
issues, may contact Mr. Steve Dunn at 
telephone 208–334–9844, or e-mail 
sdunn@pn.usbr.gov. TTY users may call 
208–334–9844 by dialing 711 to obtain 
a toll free TTY relay.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Cascade 
Dam and Reservoir, located on the 
North Fork Payette River in west central 
Idaho, were constructed by Reclamation 
for use as a Federal irrigation facility. 
Cascade Reservoir, now designated Lake 
Cascade, has a storage capacity of 
693,123 acre feet and encompasses 
26,500 surface acres. Lake Cascade, 
along with Reclamation’s Deadwood 
Reservoir, are part of Reclamation’s 
Payette Division of the Boise Project. 
These reservoirs supply irrigation water 
to Idaho Water District 65, which 
encompasses the lower Payette River 
Basin. Hydropower is generated at 
Cascade Dam by Idaho Power Company. 

At its peak from the late 1970’s 
through the early 1990’s, Lake Cascade 
was the most-fished water body in 
Idaho. The year-round yellow perch 
fishery and stocked rainbow trout and 
coho salmon not only provided 
thousands of recreation days for anglers 
but also significant income for the local 
economy. The perch fishery vanished 
and the trout fishery declined 
significantly in the mid-1990’s, and 
neither has recovered. 

IDFG began investigating the decline 
of the yellow perch fishery in Lake 
Cascade in 1998 and determined that 
large numbers of northern pikeminnow 
and largescale suckers in the lake are a 
major cause in the decline of the 
recreational fishery and will prevent 
recovery of the fishery unless their 
numbers are significantly reduced. 
Northern pikeminnow are predators on 
both yellow perch and trout, and 
largescale suckers are contributing to 
the decline of the fishery by competing 
for food resources. 

IDFG has analyzed different methods 
to remove and/or reduce the numbers of 
northern pikeminnow and has 
concluded that the most economical 
method with the highest probability for 
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