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from any collateral fire brigade or
control room duties they may need to
perform as a result of the fire. Operators
required to perform the manual actions
shall be qualified and continuously
available to perform the actions required
to achieve and maintain safe shutdown.
A training program on the use of
operator manual actions and associated
procedures during a postulated fire shall
demonstrate that operators can
successfully achieve these objectives.

4. Communications

To achieve and maintain safe
shutdown, adequate communications
capability shall be demonstrated for
operator manual actions that must be
coordinated with other plant operations,
with this communications capability
continuously available.

5. Special Equipment

Any special equipment required to
support operator manual actions,
including keys, self-contained breathing
apparatus (SCBA), and personnel
protective equipment, shall be readily
available, easily accessible and
demonstrated to be effective.

6. Procedures

Procedural guidance on the use of
required operator manual actions shall
be readily available, easily accessible
and demonstrated to be effective.

7. Local Accessibility

All locations where operator manual
actions are performed shall be assessed
as accessible without hazards to
personnel, with controls needed to
assure availability of any special
equipment, such as keys or ladders,
being demonstrated.

8. Demonstration

The capability to successfully
accomplish required operator manual
actions within the time allowable using
the required procedures and equipment
shall be demonstrated using the same
personnel/crews who will be required to
perform the actions during the fire;
documentation of the demonstration
shall be provided.

9. Complexity and Number

The degree of complexity and total
number of operator manual actions
required to effect safe shutdown shall be
limited such that their successful
accomplishment under realistically
severe conditions is assured for a given
fire scenario. The need to perform
operator manual actions in different
locations shall be considered when
sequential actions are required.
Analyses of the postulated fire time line

shall demonstrate that there is sufficient
time to travel to each action location
and perform the action required to
support the associated shutdown
function(s) such that an unrecoverable
condition does not occur.

10. Equipment Pre-Conditions

Possible failure modes and damage
that may occur to equipment used
during a fire shall be considered to the
extent that the equipment’s subsequent
use could be prevented, or at least made
difficult. Credit for using equipment
whose operability may have been
adversely affected by the fire due to
smoke, heat, water, combustion
products or spurious actuation effects
shall account for such possibilities (e.g.,
over-torquing an MOV due to a spurious
signal, as discussed in Information
Notice 92-18).

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 20th day
of November, 2003.

For The Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Catherine Haney,

Program Director, Policy and Rulemaking
Program, Division of Regulatory Improvement
Programs, Office of Nuclear Reactor
Regulation.

[FR Doc. 03-29560 Filed 11-25-03; 8:45 am)|]
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NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

Regulatory Guide; Issuance,
Availability

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) has issued a revision of a guide
in its Regulatory Guide Series. This
series has been developed to describe
and make available to the public such
information as methods acceptable to
the NRC staff for implementing specific
parts of the NRC’s regulations,
techniques used by the staff in its
review of applications for permits and
licenses, and data needed by the NRC
staff in its review of applications for
permits and licenses.

Revision 2 of Regulatory Guide 1.53,
“Application of the Single-Failure
Criterion to Safety Systems,” provides
guidance on methods acceptable to the
NRC staff for satisfying the NRC’s
regulations with respect to the
application of the single-failure criterion
to the electrical power, instrumentation,
and control portions of nuclear power
plant safety systems. This Revision 2
supersedes the recently issued Revision
1, as an incorrect version of the guide
was inadvertently issued as Revision 1.

Comments and suggestions in
connection with items for inclusion in
guides currently being developed or

improvements in all published guides
are encouraged at any time. Written
comments may be submitted to the
Rules and Directives Branch, Division of
Administrative Services, Office of
Administration, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington DC 20555.
Questions on the content of this guide
may be directed to Mr. S.K. Aggarwal,
(301) 415-6005; e-mail ska@nrc.gov.

Regulatory guides are available for
inspection or downloading at the NRC’s
Web site at <http://www@nrc.gov>
under Regulatory Guides and in NRC’s
Electronic Reading Room (ADAMS
System) at the same site. Single copies
of regulatory guides may be obtained
free of charge by writing the
Reproduction and Distribution Services
Section, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington, DC 20555—
0001, or by fax to (301) 415—-2289, or by
e-mail to <distribution@nrc.gov>. Issued
guides may also be purchased from the
National Technical Information Service
(NTIS) on a standing order basis. Details
on this service may be obtained by
writing NTIS at 5285 Port Royal Road,
Springfield, VA 22161; telephone 1—
800-553-6847; <http://www.ntis.gov>.
Regulatory guides are not copyrighted,
and Commission approval is not
required to reproduce them. (5 U.S.C.
552(a))

Dated at Rockville, MD, this 17th day of
November, 2003.

For The Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Ashok C. Thadani,
Director, Office of Nuclear Regulatory
Research.
[FR Doc. 03—29558 Filed 11-25-03; 8:45 am]
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COMMISSION

Availability and Solicitation of Public
Comments on Interagency Steering
Committee on Radiation Standards’
Reports on Radioactivity in Sewage
Sludge and Ash

AGENCIES: U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission and U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency.

ACTION: Announce the issuance of three
reports concerning radioactivity in
sewage sludge and ash, and request
public comments.

SUMMARY: This Federal Register notice
announces the availability of three
reports, prepared by the Sewage Sludge
Subcommittee of the Interagency
Steering Committee on Radiation
Standards (ISCORS), addressing
radioactivity in sewage sludge and ash.
The first report, “ISCORS Assessment of



