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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Institute on Deafness and
Other Communication Disorders;
Notice of Closed Meeting

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. Appendix 2), notice
is hereby given of the following
meeting.

The meeting will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Institute on
Deafness and Other Communications
Disorders Special Emphasis Panel,
Perceptual Processing.

Date: September 25, 2003.

Time: 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6120
Executive Blvd., Rockville, MD 20852,
(Telephone Conference Call).

Contact Person: Sheo Singh, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Administrator, Scientific
Review Branch, Division of Extramural
Activities, Executive Plaza South, Room
400C, 6120 Executive Blvd., Bethesda, MD
20892, 301-496—-8683.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.173, Biological Research
Related to Deafness and Communicative
Disorders, National Institutes of Health, HHS)

Dated: August 6, 2003.
LaVerne Y. Stringfield,

Director, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 03—20739 Filed 8-13-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-M

The meeting will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The purpose of this
meeting is to evaluate clinical research
projects with yearly direct costs greater
than $1 million for their relevance to the
mission and the goals of NINDS. The
outcome of the evaluation will be a
decision whether NINDS should accept
the application for scientific review.
The research proposals and the
discussions could disclose confidential
trade secrets or commercial property
such as patentable material, and
personal information concerning
individuals associated with the
proposed research projects, the
disclosure of which would constitute a
clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy.

Name of Committee: Clinical Trials
Subcommittee of the National Advisory
Neurological Disorders and Stroke Council.

Date: August 21, 2003.

Time: 1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Agenda: To evaluate the rationale of large
proposed clinical research projects.

Place: 6001 Executive Boulevard,
Bethesda, MD 20892, (Telephone Conference
Call).

Contact Person: Dr. Constance W. Atwell,
Associate Director for Extramural Research,
National Institute of Neurological Disorders
and Stroke, 6001 Executive Boulevard, Suite
3309, MSC 9531, Bethesda, MD 20892-9531,
301-496-9248.

This notice is being published less than 15
days prior to the meeting due to the timing
limitations imposed by the review and
funding cycle.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.853, Clinical Research
Related to Neurological Disorders; 93.854,
Biological Basis Research in the
Neurosciences, National Institutes of Health,
HHS)

Dated: August 7, 2003.
LaVerne Y. Stringfield,

Director, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 03—-20740 Filed 8-13-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Institute of Neurological
Disorders and Stroke; Notice of Closed
Meeting

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. Appendix 2) notice
is hereby given of the following
meeting.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Institute of Mental Health;
Notice of Meeting

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. Appendix 2), notice
is hereby given of a meeting of the
National Advisory Mental Health
Council.

The meeting will be open to the
public as indicated below, with
attendance limited to space available,
Individuals who plan to attend and
need special assistance, such as sign
language interpretation or other
reasonable accommodations, should
notify the Contact Person listed below
in advance of the meeting.

The meeting will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Advisory
Mental Health Council.

Date: September 11-12, 2003.

Time: September 11, 2003, 10:30 a.m. to
recess.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health,
Neuroscience Center, 6001 Executive
Boulevard, Rockville, MD 20852.

Open: September 12, 2003, 8:30 a.m. to
adjournment.

Agenda: Presentation of NIMH Director’s
report and discussion of NIMH program and
policy issues.

Place: National Institutes of Health,
Building 31, 31 Center Drive, 31C, 6th Floor,
Conference Room 10, Bethesda, MD 20892.

Contact Person: Jane A. Steinberg, Ph.D.,
Director, Division of Extramural Activities,
National Institute of Mental Health, NIH,
Neuroscience Center, 6001 Executive Blvd.,
Room 6154, MSC 9609, Bethesda, MD 20892—
9609, 301—443-5047.

Any member of the public interested in
presenting oral comments to the committee
may notify the Contact Person listed on this
notice at least 10 days in advance of the
meeting. Interested individuals and
representatives of organizations may submit
a letter of intent, a brief description of the
organization represented, and a short
description of the oral presentation. Only one
representative of an organization may be
allowed to present oral comments and if
accepted by the committee, presentations
may be limited to five minutes. Both printed
and electronic copies are requested for the
record. In addition, any interested person
may file written comments with the
committee by forwarding their statement to
the Contact Person listed on this notice. The
statement should include the name, address,
telephone number and, when applicable, the
business or professional affiliation of the
interested person.

In the interest of security, NIH has
instituted stringent procedures for entrance
into the building by non-government
employees. Persons without a government
I.D. will need to show a photo I.D. and sign-
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in at the security desk upon entering the
building.

Information is also available on the
Institute’s/Center’s Home Page:
www.nimh.nih.gov/council/advis.cfm, where
an agenda and any additional information for
the meeting will be posted when available.
(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.242, Mental Health Research
Grants; 93.281, Scientist Development
Award, Scientist Development Award for
Clinicians, and Research Scientist Award;
93.282, Mental Health National Research
Service Awards for Research Training,
National Institutes of Health, HHS)

Dated: August 7, 2003.
LaVerne Y. Stringfield,

Director, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 03—20741 Filed 8—13-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Proposed Low Effect Habitat
Conservation Plan for George
Shimboff, Solano County, California

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: Mr. George Shimboff
(Applicant) has applied to the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (we, Service) for a
1-year incidental take permit for one
covered species pursuant to section
10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species
Act of 1973, as amended (Act). The
application addresses the potential for
“take” of the threatened valley
elderberry longhorn beetle
(Desmoncerus californicus dimorphus)
associated with construction of a
swimming pool and perimeter fence,
removal of an interior fence, and
landscaping within the remaining area
of a 0.16-acre partially developed parcel
located on Christine Drive, Vacaville,
Solano County, California. A
conservation program to minimize and
mitigate for the project activities would
be implemented as described in the
proposed Shimboff Low Effect Habitat
Conservation Plan (proposed Plan),
which would be implemented by the
Applicant.

We are requesting comments on the
permit application and on the
preliminary determination that the
proposed Plan qualifies as a “Low-
effect” Habitat Conservation Plan,
eligible for a categorical exclusion under
the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) of 1969, as amended. The basis
for this determination is discussed in
the Environmental Action Statement

(EAS), which is also available for public
review.

DATES: Written comments should be
received on or before September 15,
2003.

ADDRESSES: Comments should be
addressed to the Field Supervisor, Fish
and Wildlife Service, Sacramento Fish
and Wildlife Office, 2800 Cottage Way,
W-2605, Sacramento, California 95825.
Written comments may be sent by
facsimile to (916) 414—6711.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Laura Valoppi, Conservation Planning
Branch, Sacramento Fish and Wildlife
Office (see ADDRESSES); telephone: (916)
414—-6600.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Availability of Documents

Individuals wishing copies of the
application, proposed Plan, and EAS
should immediately contact the Service
by telephone at (916) 414—6600 or by
letter to the Sacramento Fish and
Wildlife Office. Copies of the proposed
Plan and EAS also are available for
public inspection during regular
business hours at the Sacramento Fish
and Wildlife Office (see ADDRESSES).

Background

Section 9 of the Act and its
implementing Federal regulations
prohibit the take of animal species listed
as endangered or threatened. Take is
defined under the Act as harass, harm,
pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap,
capture or collect listed animal species,
or attempt to engage in such conduct (16
U.S.C. 1538). However, under section
10(a) of the Act, the Service may issue
permits to authorize incidental take of
listed species. “Incidental take” is
defined by the Act as take that is
incidental to, and not the purpose of,
carrying out an otherwise lawful
activity. Regulations governing
incidental take permits for threatened
and endangered species, respectively,
are found in the Code of Federal
Regulations at 50 CFR 17.22 and 50 CFR
17.32

The Applicant is seeking a permit for
take of the valley elderberry longhorn
beetle during the life of the permit. This
species is referred to as the “covered
species” in the proposed Plan.

The project encompasses construction
of a swimming pool and new perimeter
fence, removal of an existing interior
fence, and landscaping of the remaining
area within the 0.16-acre project site.
The resident elderberry shrub would be
removed to accommodate the new
swimming pool, fencing, and
landscaping. The project site contains
habitat (e.g., elderberry shrubs) for the

federally threatened valley elderberry
longhorn beetle, although no evidence
of use by the valley elderberry longhorn
beetle has been detected. Construction
of the proposed project would result in
the removal of one elderberry shrub,
with two stems greater than 1 inch in
diameter at ground level, which have
been determined to be habitat for the
beetle. The project site does not contain
any other rare, threatened, or
endangered species or habitat. No
critical habitat for any listed species
occurs on the project site.

The Applicant proposes to minimize
and mitigate the effects to the covered
species associated with the covered
activities by fully implementing the
Plan. The purpose of the proposed
Plan’s conservation program is to
promote the biological conservation of
the valley elderberry longhorn beetle.
The Applicant will minimize and
mitigate the impacts of taking the valley
elderberry longhorn beetle by removing
the single elderberry shrub that is
currently on the project site and by
purchasing two credits at a Service-
approved conservation bank. Each
credit includes an established ratio of
elderberry seedlings and native riparian
plant seedlings.

The Proposed Action consists of the
issuance of an incidental take permit
and implementation of the proposed
Plan, which includes measures to
minimize and mitigate impacts of the
project on the valley elderberry
longhorn beetle. Three alternatives to
the taking of the listed species under the
Proposed Action are considered in the
proposed Plan. Under the No Action
Alternative, no permit would be issued
and no construction or landscaping
would occur. Under the Reduced Take
Alternative #1, the elderberry shrub
would remain onsite and activities
would be modified. Under the Reduced
Take Alternative #2, the elderberry
shrub would remain onsite and be
incorporated within the landscaping.
Stems under 5 inches in diameter would
be removed and the remaining stem
would be pruned.

The Service has made a preliminary
determination that approval of the
Proposed Plan qualifies as a categorical
exclusion under NEPA, as provided by
the Department of the Interior Manual
(516 DM 2, Appendix 1 and 516 DM 6,
Appendix 1) and as a “low-effect” plan
as defined by the Habitat Conservation
Planning Handbook (November 1996).
Determination of Low-effect Habitat
Conservation Plans is based on the
following three criteria: (1)
Implementation of the proposed Plan
would result in minor or negligible
effects on federally listed, proposed, and



