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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Marketing Service
[Doc. No. CN-03-004]

Request for an Extension and Revision
to a Currently Approved Information
Collection.

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service,
USDA.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. chapter 35), this notice
announces the Agricultural Marketing
Service’s (AMS) intention to request
approval from the Office of Management
and Budget, for an extension and
revision to the currently approved
information collection Cotton Classing,
Testing, and Standards.

DATES: Comments received by October
14, 2003, will be considered.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR COMMENTS:
Interested persons are invited to submit
written comments concerning this
notice to John Stevens, Management
Analyst, Cotton Program, Agricultural
Marketing Service, USDA, STOP 0224.
Comments should be submitted in
triplicate. Comments may also be
submitted electronically to
cottoncomments@usda.gov. All
comments should reference the docket
number and page number of this issue
of the Federal Register. All comments
received will be made available for
public inspection at Cotton Program,
AMS, USDA, Room 2641-S, 1400
Independence Ave., SW., Washington,
DC 20250 during regular business hours.
A copy of this notice may be found at
www.ams.usda.gov/cotton/
rulemaking.htm.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: ]ohn
Stevens, Management Analyst, Cotton
Program, AMS, USDA, STOP 0224, 1400
Independence Ave., SW., Washington,
DC 20250-0224, telephone (202) 720—
3193, facsimile (202) 690-1718, or e-
mail at

johnc.stevens@usda.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Cotton Classing, Testing, and
Standards.

OMB Number: 0581-0008.

Expiration Date of Approval: May 31,
2004.

Type of Request: Extension and
Revision of a Currently Approved
Information Collection.

Abstract: Information solicited is used
by the USDA to administer and
supervise activities associated with the
classification or grading of cotton,

cotton linters, and cottonseed based on
official USDA Standards. The
information requires personal data, such
as name, type of business, address, and
description of classification services
requested. These programs are
conducted under the United States
Cotton Standards Act (7 U.S.C. 51b), the
Cotton Statistics and Estimates Act of
1927 (U.S.C. 473c), and the Agricultural
Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1622h).

The information collection
requirements in this request are
essential to carry out the intent of the
Acts and to provide the cotton industry
the type of information they need to
make sound business decisions. The
information collected is the minimum
required. Information is requested from
growers, cooperatives, merchants,
manufacturers, and other government
agencies.

The information collected is used
only by authorized employees of the
USDA, AMS. The Cotton Industry is the
primary user of the compiled
information and AMS and other
government agencies are secondary
users.

Estimate of Burden: Public reporting
burden for this collection of information
is estimated to average 0.08 hours per
response.

Respondents: Cotton merchants,
warehouses, and gins.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
394.

Estimated Number of Responses per
Respondent: 3.54.

Estimated Number of Responses:
1,394.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: 109.

Comments are invited on: (1) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (2) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (3)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (4) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on those who are to respond, including
the use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
Comments may be sent to John Stevens,
Management Analyst, Cotton Programs,
AMS, USDA 1400 Independence
Avenue, SW., STOP 0224, Room 2641—
S, Washington, DC 20250. All comments
received will be available for public

inspection during regular business
hours at the same address.

All responses to this notice will be
summarized and included in the request
for OMB approval. All comments will
become a matter of public record.

Dated: August 8, 2003.
A.]. Yates,

Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service.

[FR Doc. 03—20694 Filed 8-13—-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service

[Docket No. 03—-022-2]

Availability of a Draft Pest Risk
Analysis for the Importation of Hass
Avocados from Mexico

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of extension of comment
period.

SUMMARY: We are extending the
comment period for a draft pest risk
analysis prepared by the Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service relative
to a proposed rule currently under
consideration that would allow the
importation of Hass avocados from
Mexico into the entire United States and
during all months of the year. This
action will allow interested persons
additional time to prepare and submit
comments.

DATES: We will consider all comments
on the draft pest risk analysis that we
receive on or before September 15, 2003.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by postal mail/commercial delivery or
by e-mail. If you use postal mail/
commercial delivery, please send four
copies of your comment (an original and
three copies) to: Docket No. 03-022-1,
Regulatory Analysis and Development,
PPD, APHIS, Station 3C71, 4700 River
Road Unit 118, Riverdale, MD 20737—
1238. Please state that your comment
refers to Docket No. 03—-022-1. If you
use e-mail, address your comment to
regulations@aphis.usda.gov. Your
comment must be contained in the body
of your message; do not send attached
files. Please include your name and
address in your message and ‘“‘Docket
No. 03-022-1" on the subject line.

You may read any comments that we
receive on the draft pest risk analysis in
our reading room. The reading room is
located in room 1141 of the USDA
South Building, 14th Street and
Independence Avenue SW.,



