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Routt National Forest, 2468 Jackson
Street, Laramie, Wyoming 82070, is the
official responsible for making the
decision on this action. She will
document her decision and rationale in
a Record of Decision.

Nature of Decision To Be Made

The Responsible Official will consider
the results of the analysis and its
findings and then document the final
decision in a Record of Decision (ROD).
The decision will include a
determination whether or not to
implement the proposed action or
another alternative.

Scoping Process

The National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) requires an early and open
process for determining the scope of
issues to be addressed and for
identifying the significant issues related
to the proposed action.

The Forest Service is soliciting
comments during the scoping phase of
the environmental analysis process from
Federal, State and local agencies, Indian
Tribes, and organizations and
individuals who may be interested or
affected by the decision. The analysis
process will include:

1. Identification of the issues to be
addressed.

2. Identification of the issues to be
analyzed in detail.

3. Elimination of non-significant
issues, issues addressed by previous
environmental analyses, and issues not
within the scope of this decision.

Public Involvement

Public scoping describing the
Blackhall-McAnulty Timber Sale,
Prescribed Burn and Travel
Management was initiated on April 10,
2003. Comments from scoping efforts
will be reviewed to identify potential
issues from this analysis. While
comments are welcome at any time,
comments received within 30 days of
the publication of this notice in the
Federal Register will be most useful for
the identification of issues and the
analysis of alternatives. As previously
mentioned, comments may be sent by
electronic mail (e-mail) to
tdelay@fs.fed.us.

Written comments may be mailed to
the Brush Creek/Hayden Ranger District,
P.O. Box 249, Saratoga, WY 82331,
Attention: Terry DeLay. Please reference
the Blackhall-McAnulty Timber Sale,
Prescribed Burn and Travel
Management on the subject line. The
name and mailing address of the
commenter should be provided with
their comments so that future
documents pertaining to this

environmental analysis and the decision
can be provided to interested parties.

Preliminary Issues

The following potential issues and
concerns were identified through
previous internal and external scoping:
(1) Clearcutting, (2) cumulative effects/
habitat and wildlife diversity/
fragmentation, (3) forest insects and
diseases, and (4) watershed restoration/
travel management.

Release of Names

Comments received in response to
this solicitation, including names and
addresses of those who comment, will
be considered part of the public record
on this Proposed Action and will be
available for public inspection.
Comments submitted anonymously will
be accepted and considered; however,
those who submit anonymous
comments will not have standing to
appeal the subsequent decision under
36 CFR parts 215 or 217. Additionally,
pursuant to 7 CFR 1.27(d), any person
may request the agency to withhold a
submission from the public record by
showing how the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) permits such
confidentiality. Persons requesting such
confidentiality should be aware that,
under the FOIA, confidentiality may be
granted in only very limited
circumstances, such as to protect trade
secrets. The Forest Service will inform
the requester of the agency’s decision
regarding the request for confidentiality,
and where the request is denied, the
agency will return the submission and
notify the requester that the comments
may be resubmitted with or without
name and address within ten (10) days.

Early Notice of Importance of Public
Participation in Subsequent
Environmental Review: A draft
environmental impact statement will be
prepared for comment. The comment
period on the draft environmental
impact statement will be 45 days from
the date the Environmental Protection
Action publishes the notices of
availability in the Federal Register.

The Forest Service believes, at this
early stage, it is important to give
reviewers notice of several court rulings
related to public participation in the
environmental review process. First,
reviewers of draft environmental impact
statements must structure their
participation in the environmental
review of the proposal so that it is
meaningful and alerts an agency to the
reviewer’s position and contentions.
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. v.
NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 553 (1978). Also,
environmental objections that could be
raised during the draft environmental

impact statement stage, but are not
raised until after completion of the final
environmental impact statement, may
be waived or dismissed by the courts.
City of Angoon v. Hodel, 803 F.2d 1016,
1022 (9th Cir. 1986) and Wisconsin
Heritages, Inc. v. Harris, 490 F. Supp.
1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980). Because of
these court rulings, it is very important
that those interested in this proposed
action participate by the close of the 45-
day comment period so that substantive
comments and objections are made
available to the Forest Service at a time
when it can meaningfully consider them
and respond to them in the final
environmental impact statement.

To assist the Forest Service in
identifying and considering issues and
concerns related to the proposed action,
comments on the draft environmental
impact statement should be as specific
as possible. It is also helpful if
comments refer to specific pages or
chapters of the draft document.
Comments may also address the
adequacy of the draft environmental
impact statement or the merits of the
alternatives displayed in the document.
Reviewers should refer to the Council
on Environmental Quality Regulations
at 40 CFR 1503.3 for implementing the
procedural provisions of the National
Environmental Policy Act for addressing
these points.

Dated: June 4, 2003.
Mary H. Peterson.
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 03-14672 Filed 6-10-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Lake County Resource Advisory
Committee

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: The Lake County Resource
Advisory Committee (RAC) will hold a
meeting.

DATES: The meeting will be held on July
10, 2003, from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Lake County Board of Supervisor’s
Chambers at 255 North Forbes Street,
Lakeport.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Debbie McIntosh, Committee
Coordinator, USDA, Mendocino
National Forest, Upper Lake Ranger
district, 10025 Elk Mountain Road,
Upper Lake, CA 95485. (707) 275-2361:
e-mail dmcintosh@fs.fed.us.
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Agenda
items to be covered include: (1) Roll
Call/Establish Quorum; (2) Review and
Approval of the Minutes of the March
20, 2003 Meeting; (3) Finalize business
for 2002; (4) Wrap up Discussion on
Lake/Mendocino RAC; (5) Soda Creek
Stream Condition Improvement
Discussion; (6) Title II funds available
for Projects for 2003; (7) Recommend
Projects for 2003; (8) Discuss Project
Cost Accounting USFS/County of Lake;
and (9) Pubic Comment period. The
meeting is open to the public. Public
input opportunity will be provided and
individuals will have the opportunity to
address the Committee at that time.

Dated: June 4, 2003.
Blaine P. Baker,
Designated Federal Officer.
[FR Doc. 03-14783 Filed 6-10-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rural Utilities Service

Information Collection Activity;
Comment Request
AGENCY: Rural Utilities Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. Chapter 35, as amended), the
Rural Utilities Service (RUS) invites
comments on this information
collection for which RUS intends to
request approval from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB).

DATES: Comments on this notice must be
received by August 11, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: F.
Lamont Heppe, Jr., Director, Program
Development and Regulatory Analysis,
Rural Utilities Service, 1400
Independence Ave., SW., STOP 1522,
Room 4036 South Building,
Washington, DC 20250-1522.
Telephone: (202) 720-9550. FAX: (202)
720-4120.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Office
of Management and Budget’s (OMB)
regulation (5 CFR 1320) implementing
provisions of the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995 (Pub. L. 104-13) requires
that interested members of the public
and affected agencies have an
opportunity to comment on information
collection and recordkeeping activities
(see 5 CFR 1320.8(d)). This notice
identifies an information collection that
RUS is submitting to OMB for
extension.

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the Agency,
including whether the information will
have practical utility; (b) the accuracy of
the Agency’s estimate of the burden of
the proposed collection of information
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on those who are to respond, including
through the use of appropriate
automated, electronic, mechanical, or
other technological collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology. Comments may be sent to:
F. Lamont Heppe, Jr., Director, Program
Development and Regulatory Analysis,
Rural Utilities Service, U.S. Department
of Agriculture, STOP 1522, 1400
Independence Ave., SW., Washington,
DC 20250-1522. FAX: (202) 720-4120.

Title: Preloan Procedures and
Requirements for Telecommunications
Program.

OMB Control Number: 0572—-0079.

Type of Request: Extension of a
currently approved information
collection.

Abstract: This program is necessary in
order for the Rural Utilities Service
(RUS) to determine an applicant’s
eligibility to borrow from RUS under the
terms of the RE Act. This information is
also used by RUS to determine that the
Government’s security for loans made
by RUS is reasonable, adequate and that
the loans will be repaid within the time
agreed.

Estimate of Burden: Public reporting
burden for this collection of information
is estimated to average 9.17 hours per
response.

Respondents: Business or other for-
profit; not-for-profit organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
50.

Estimated Number of Responses per
Respondent: 8.12.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: 3,721.

Copies of this information collection
can be obtained from MaryPat Daskal,
Program Development and Regulatory
Analysis, at (202) 720-7853, FAX: (202)
720-4120.

All responses to this notice will be
summarized and included in the request
for OMB approval. All comments will
also become a matter of public record.

Dated: June 5, 2003.
Roberta D. Purcell,
Acting Administrator, Rural Utilities Service.
[FR Doc. 03—14720 Filed 6-10-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3410-15-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rural Utilities Service

Lawrence County Generation Plant;
Notice of Finding of No Significant
Impact

AGENCY: Rural Utilities Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of finding of no
significant impact.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the Rural Utilities Service (RUS),
pursuant to the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969, as amended, the
Council on Environmental Quality
regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500-1508),
and 7 CFR Part 1794, Environmental
Policies and Procedures, has made a
finding of no significant impact (FONSI)
with respect to a project proposed by
Hoosier Energy Rural Electric
Cooperative, Inc., (Hoosier Energy)
located in Bloomington, Indiana, and
Wabash Valley Power Association, Inc.
(Wabash Valley), located in
Indianapolis, Indiana. The proposed
project will have six units of natural gas
fired simple-cycle combustion turbines
of 43 megawatts (MW) each for a total
of 258 MW. The proposed plant will be
located in Lawrence County, Indiana.
Wabash Valley applied for assistance
from RUS to finance the construction of
the proposed project.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Nurul Islam, Environmental Protection
Specialist, RUS, Engineering and
Environmental Staff, Stop 1571, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-1571, telephone:
(202) 720-1414, or e-mail:
nislam@rus.usda.gov. Information is
also available from Ms. Sheila M.
Wheeler, Burns & McDonnell
Engineering Company, Inc., 9400 Ward
Parkway, Kansas City, Missouri 64114,
telephone: (816) 8223250, or e-mail:
swheele@burnsmcd.com.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Rural
Utilities Service, in accordance 7 CFR
1794.42, published a notice of
availability of the environmental
assessment (EA) for the proposed
project and solicited public comments.
Hoosier Energy and Wabash Valley also
published notices of availability of the
EA in local newspapers seeking
comments on the proposed project.
Notices were published twice in the
Bedford Times Mail and Mitchell



