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Archor pesisged, heonusn ib wine signifleant o
Wi of an cpoch in lifee o wanted it kt‘]'ll-
for his children's childron,  But the next year
prices for young groves toso %0 high Archer
was offorad $5,000 for the plice, and  Juodith
muide bitn take it, * beewgse it would buy them
& nice hotso in town and save rent.”

But the next year the udded trees hegan to
laaar, and a part gold for $10.000. ° Now, $50,-
0 wondd not buy 0t

As for Archor, bo gets on very well,  Dut
b Bws o Bouse Tull of ehildeon, und he 1s often
anxivus for their future. At such times ho
thinks of the Crocker girl, und wondord if it

A PRIVATE AT

T wie on a bright, moonlight midnight,
I nbout tha middlo of Deovmber, 1862, that
the writer, leaving the curs ot Murireesboro,
Tenn., inguired of o men in o soldier droess
where he oould find Monoy's brigade, of
Chesthwn's division, *I ean't tell you ex-
zetly,” he replied; “but I con put you closs
on to the track of it If you ere rendy to go,
come on, and we will walk tho miloor so; that's
on my road, end you won't have to hunt much
after I Tewve you until you find it

After 2 walk of perhaps o “mile or so,” my
“Your rogiment is some-
where over yonder, but ¥ou'll have to make in-
guiries as you go ulony, beeause Tean give you
no better direction.”

It was a frosty night; wor wis it tho writer's
first oxperience in hunting his regiment at mid-
night. It has cccurrsd to him that the in-
tuitive engacity which directed s single soldier
o his progeer comninand, oven in tho darkest of
Just
eighteen, be Il scen service for somg fteen
months befure, and was only ton proud, after

cian EJ: n :Il::I:IJ Nlid H

nights, was little clso than supernutoral,

an absence of some fAve months, which the
Confisierte conaeript lnw allowed him, to re-
enlist for the war, in the same conmaond, aond
with the same messmates who lhad boen his
pever-failing frionds,

On thet lonely midnight walk he passed
many cwupe, but not ong of thucam gave token
where Le cuuld finid o woleome. for the nlght.
It wus near Lo Stone Biver, to tho right of the
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wis 8 mistake, e hears of her associnted
with art sud socloty; but tho plessantes pic-
turo in his mind e the old ragged sun-bangiet,
the limp cottompde gown, of the bure-footed
girl driving up the cows.

But Judith is sure thet all sweess §s due to
her, end she saved ber busband from sinking
into & mero clod by rescuing him from the
coarse, manual labor of farme-life; and she 1ella
Cynthy sho knows they would have starvisd,
fur it 1a the hardest thing to got Archor o do
any work about the house, 8o it s Toft to the
reader, YWAS IT 4 MISTAKE?

Wedl Walliee Ilarney,

BTONE RIVER.

Mushville turnpike (looking north) that hae
found & eamp of mon, with hore and there
bright fires still burning, when the lmpulso
soized him, for the frt timo after he loft his
unknown guide, 1o turn to the right. T
asked & man, seated by a blazing firo reading
& Northern newspaper and smoking s newly-lit
pipe, where he could find tho First Tennes-
see infantry. The party addressed, with =
kind of astonishment on his face, gnve no
answer to the questlon, but jumping up, prasped
him by the hand, and leading him to tho tent
near by, woke up sll the “boys " therein with,
“ Here's S8am." Almoat all of those wha were
gleeping in that tent, as woll rs the one at the
fireaide, are now sleeping beneath the eod on the
battle-felds of Tennessos and Georgin,  About
a week efter this-—a grmnd review of the srmy
having taken place bofore President Duvis—
we were ordercd one morning at reveills to
propare for inspection of arns, and to be in
readiness to leave camp by 8 oo a1, The bogle-
call which sottnded at that hour wes the usual
“mamembly,” the men fulling in with gpood-na-
tured witticisms. But & murked change had
taken place in the formation of the regiment.
The frightful loss of the First Tenncsses
infantry ot Perryville, and the Inability of
the Nushville companies to recrult (six out
of eleven being from that city), Jed to the
consplidation of the Rock City Gunrd hint=
tlion of three companies Into one, while the
German Yagoers and Reilrowl  Buys were
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formad into ancther. Meanwhile the Twenty-
seventh Tennessee infuntry, badly burt st leth
Bhiloh and Perryville, hud been merged into
three compunies, nud wore consoliduled with
the First, undor Colonal Hume K. Field.
‘Captain 'W. D. Kelly commanded the con-
solidated Rock City Guard battalion, an offcer
of the most Imperturbable cuolne, a rigid dis-
ciplinarian, snd a man of unfinching courage.
preparatory to marching, the writer thought
that for general robust health, fine physicsl
development, and ruperabondant gowd natore,
evidenced by its universal chicerfulness, ho bad
never seen o flner body of men in his life, A
short but rupid mareh of some ten or twelve
miles brought us to the nelghborhood of La
Vergue, Tennessce, where s brigade of infantry,
supporting Wheeler's cavelry, had performed
i3 special duty, and was now relieved by
Maney's brigade. The retiring infantry was
drawn up'in line as we approached —the 8cid-
officers of each command exchanging salu-
tationg—and, ns the rear of our column fled
paist, touk up. its mareh W the cnsmp near Mur-
frecsburo,  The pesitlon wo veeupiod secined o
us & novel one. 1L wos, A we thought, & mere
support to our covaley against the Feders!
eavalry. Govd-humured jokes sbout = butter-
milk brigades™ were studiously and unremit-
" tingly told. They were not, indeed, believed,
Lt »4ill with all deferenre to the cavalry the
e pmong the infontry wes alnust gencral,

that no wimber of esvalry, as such, could sue-

cesfully eupe with any approximate number
3 of infuntey of cguanl cournge. 1 firmily beliove
] that, at the time of which I write, if the entire
ewvalry furce of the Uniom army had pre-
sented itsell before Maney's single brigade of
infantry, the former would bave been miet by
&+ undaunted & front as if defeat were impen
sible. When, thetefore, some three or four
days later, onders were inued for no one to
Yemvecamp, anud for every one 1o be in readiness
o move ut o moment's notice, they gave no
mwre cvncern thun . an order not to est too
pinch. W lournod on this sme trip that vur
infantry idens wers a littde % too previous,” and
we gathered u respect for the services of these
cavaleymen which never deserted uws
The veders to Aremin in camp were speelily
fillvmrd by wthers, to pack up sl lageage ai-d
gel remly o nsste sl onee, The cocnml sleds
{0 E-h'.ﬂhlulﬂ ||I'li“lll'l',' ETUW et l'h-l|w-r|=..
and we logan 1o think decidadly  pewrer,
The bugle seunding o “general,”™ the entine

brigade rapldly formmed and passed to fhe
frunt in quick tima. We had nol far to go.
TPorhnpa bmif » mile brought us 4o 8 halt. The
brignde was formed fn dine on siel side of the
roid. The Rock City Guards, from the left
wing of the First Tonnessee infantry, werne de-
ployed to its Toft as skirmishers. The main body
was cutting down bushes, breaking off limils of
tress, and tearing down fences which oletrcted
the view. The writer was well nour to the ex-
treme loft of oor skirmish Jine. His post fill
in an open field, with a douse colar brake
about Aty yanls in front, The popping of the
earbines from the eavalry hud bocoine alomost
generml over a front of perbaps w mile, when
shurp and rupid-exchange of volleys, followed
by & retiring company of cavaley, who Grmed
immedistely to vur left, pave notive that the
infantry skirmishers might have & chano- to
check the Federul cavalry. Meantin, it lmd
commented & slow, cold min, The skirmislems,
with guns cocked, fully understoss! that the
nexi human forms whe presents] thesselves
wotld be envomies, and thut no onder woubl be
nevessary G0 coinenen feing. A slwell pasaing
betwoon the writer nid Dils aext bl comrmde
taught him thet even infuntey might e kithal
by cavalry or mountain artillery, sl it wne
ouly & moment later when be heand Lis rjdain
speaking to each man just lowd enoiuzh to be
beand, =Fall beck slowly mmd kevp under
covre.”

AIH’ (1] l.h- ]ﬂllﬂﬁll I‘llDtI'I'IiI‘I:: I'Il-ltl.'...'l"l i.nlu
the ghmny afteriusn, the skirmish line retie
ing just fust coough to develop the cnemy’s
intontiong, which hal now Teeonn s pluin s
to indiente & peneenl advines, ol oo deters
minel effort was made to check it It was
well on townnd the winter might that the skir-
mishers who bad all day loag been slowly step-
ping back through rain, and shet, and mood,
were ralled in @0 pass the bridge over Stewart’s
Crevk—the Confederate artillery slowly Gring
down the long straight Wrmpike at the sdvan-
cing foe. Muddy and wneomfortable, with
nothing dey about us It our -cnrtrilges, wo
Bailed un u grent roliod e rapid marel wwarnd
Murfroedborn, and wludly left to thies derided
cavaleynwen the necessary picket duty for the
nizht. We campesl, fur in sdvance of the Con-
feslermln infa:ulr_r. bovwever, mly to aid in any
defrnee which might le poeary. A =e
drie=l rmar blsnkods 40 wswre a itk <bep that
mighil, thee s swesstnnle olee bl wocbeosmael
s feluirn Lo 1hes nramy, s, 1 o Kiel oof Nru:[-
wpelic way, ™ 'l tever lll.ligfl b envalrymen
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about losing thelr hats in actlon, since ] saw
thai ecompany dashing through those closs
eednre.  How they kept their seats is 5 mys-

After n little glivp we were again in line,
The Tasirvss of the seevnd day promiscd to be
done under cleancr skics, Stewarts Crock,
however, with it preipibas benks and fow
furds wmd bridges, presentel —cspecislly aftor
the min—a fing place for retarding the Foderal
ndvanen. The cavalry used this to the best
ndvantngn, and Manoy's supporting Lriznde of
infantry wat withdmwn to the neighborbood
of Murfroasboro,  Monntime the Foleraly cun-
tinwed to advance.

T evening of the 20th Devember fistind
ws-about & mile ard & hall to the loft of the
Nashrille turnpike, on the left benk of Stone
River. Wither's division of Polk’s curps was
in our front,  MeCown's and Cleburna’s divis-
ions of Ilnrdee's rrpe thoouzh this amd the
following day fil=l to pur left over & road st
eome little distance, but sl plainly distin-
guishable as to their organizations by their
well-knonn lmttlelagss,

Thn night befure the battle an incident took
placo such pe history scldem peeonds. The
opposing lines of battle were very fully de-
veloped, and wern so near to each other as to
1 within casy bugle-call. Roth armies spoke
the st bonggiee, wiens arimaled prineipally by
the sauwr national nirs, were commmnded in
proat menstire Ly prolombes from the e
mdm..y, und were influeneed by po other -
tive bt wnquestionsd sense of  palriotisme,
Just Tefoore: @ tpttins™ the military lands on
enth Fide begmn their evening muwsic. The still
winter nizht carriedl their strming to o great
distanen, At every panse on oor slde, far pway
coabd be brand the military hands of the other,
Pinnﬂ_\' ome ol thestn <troeck up @ Tlotne, Swist
e A if by cvtunun ovesent, all other
airs consed, aned the bands of both armaies, far
ns the rar conbl pach, }h—?nn[ in the refrain
Who knows how many hearts were bold nest
duy by reuson of thet aie?

Tho bugles for reveille on the moming of
the 81sl seunded lefore it was quite Tight
Scarcely ten minutes seemed o elapee beforo
the mittle of musketry, far to oor loft, betokened
the fact that & Tattle hal begron,  Chentham's
divislon in the seevind line instantly fell into
plaen, the men throwing thelr knapsacks into
pilea, with involuntary remarks, such as “You
know what that means™ The sound lbecame
morn geeneral from loft to right, indicsting that
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the attack (whether by us or the enemy, we
privates did not know) was immediately in otir
front. As the bugles sounded =forwanl™ the
magniflcent brigades of Donelson, Maney, A,
P, Stewnrt, and Preston Smith, which constis
tuted Cheatham's division, stepped forwand in
quick time and perfect onder to take thei
share in tho eonflict, .
The Firt Tennessco infantry, the extrems
right of Maney's brigade, soon found iteclfl on
the spol vecupied by our front line the night
beforo.  To our laft, perhaps at the distanes of
some cight bundred yards, a Federal brigude o
cupied an ndvantageous position on the wouded
hill, with the wide stretch of open flield in their
front and left, A Confederate battery, betwern
the gaps of Maney’s and the brigsde to its
right, promptly unlimbered, and, directing =
number of shells and solid shot with sccurate
mnrksmanahip, lefl some of the enemy dewd o
wotindel nt ench discharge. Nor were we foe
frum such compliments, although the enemy's
fire was mneh too high. It was while watching
the effect of the Confederte shells up=n the
enrmy 1o our loft, and having but little solici-
tude as to those directed toward us, that the
wriler, feoling n sharp twinge to the Angers of
his right hand, looked down to diseover that a
bullet had shattered his gunstock taking off
half of it between the two lower bands, Inn
short Linwe the solited Federal brigade to our
left withdrew in donble—quick from it positien,
by the Jeft flank to the rear, the Cinfederate
artillory dreopping simn st alnwst every step,
Bimultaneously therewith, the onler was given
to the Confederates bo move formand, follb-wwel
by the command to right-wheel by regiments,
closing closely to the right. The course of the
First Tennessee took s through sn old ontton
ficld, pmsting over the shattorsd remnanis of &
Confedemate regiment thal bad been in theorigi-
pal front.  Soun we were goite at right angles
tor the jusition we had ecrupied at daylizht, 2nd
frammed ssimaelers with the left fone compmnies in &
brick-ynrd, separated from the others by a pond
perhaps thirty yards in width. Immediately
in our front was the Manson turapike, well
fonced on mch side with high mil fenees. 1
was «lelibornting upen the disadvantage of
climbinz them under fire, when, within leas
than twe bundred yands of ns, sharply disgo-
il o our Fight, came & volley of grape, ranis-
tor, und shell, from a battory perfoctly gusked
in a nstura) codar brake. The men in the l=ft
wing instantly Inid down in the brick.yard,
and uny porson who has ¢ver seen one on &
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winter day can imagine the shelter it nffrded,
The Are with some musketry was =simply furi-
ous. The position we oecupird was vne of the
must perjlexing and unfortunate i which it
is posaible bo cuperive a line W be placed. Sub-
juctod to s tremendons fre at cxeoedingly close
renge, the direction from which it came im-
pressed the minds of the men with the belief
that it was our ewn friends who did the shoot-
ing. Nor were the privates nlone in this idea
Livatenant James, then scrving as staloflicer,
furmerly of our regiment—bom in the neigh-
birhoend mnd fumilinr with the grne] - was =0
thoroughly convineed that this was the oaso
that he bost hia lifo i 2 gallant attenipt to stop
it by riding up to the battery. Capisin Thotuas
1. Mulone, the Assbtant Adjutant-General to
vur brigmile, was, at his own moquest, sent
aroand our right to make o report. With his
acvustomed  thoroughness be reached & point
within some thirty yards of the batiery, nnd
ascertained the mumber of pieces, their pmi-
tion, mndd thn Gt that it was the encmy.  1li=
horse Wes Woundod, aml his clothes reoived
se-veral bullets, but be e=eaped unhure. 1t was
not until afler his neturn, when a cenziderable
tite hod clapsed—Tumer's splendid lmticry,
armed with Napoleon guns, captured st Terry-
ville, Kentucky, by the First Tennessee, hav-
ing opencd in our rear, end Colonel Field's
clear, ringing eommnnd hiﬁng been given to
= Fire un that Buttery, anyhow "—tlnt the regi-
menl bogan an irnegular reply.  Meantime,
Turner, with his four guns wes giving the
Frileral battery abott a3 moch as it could at-
tend to, hia fired shell explading one of thelr
Caissons,

The encmy, inteut on repelling the sulvnnen
of Hpm}"a brignde, which thratenod their
rear, coticuntrated their fire up== its nimpet
reximent.  In dolng so, they permittes] their
wwn fnmelinte left o become tw weakly
gusnled, The brigade to cur right made s

“wizorous essault. The nocesity of meeting

those new-comers enussl the Federals to withs
drmw their fre in great measurn fron we
Promptly at the first lull, the rididle was salved
s e¥ery une, pe to whether 4 came froen fricnd
ot fowr, By the Intrepid command of eur eolone]
sheating, * Forwand, First Tenaorser infant ret”
Exs Y T, with pan bade] ad csckold, carts
thlze - box open, gml st the fenet, ostantdy
sprang forwanl. The fenees which bl i
tarrlesd the writer's imaginativn were no onger
there, That furicus cannonade had bl no il
upon enother, As we crossed the pike inte

the wpen field bevond, the Federal battery
which had been so sorcly pressing us was en-
deavoring lo cormpe over o rd cut throgh
the codar-. A pallant brigande of infantrr
wliich Jud been igs suppuert, i the moamt pr-
fert apler, mid with banlly sn sttempt e re-
turn our fire, civerged from the cedars and
whs doubla-guicking diagonally seross our
front, but incremsing its distamee at every step.
As we came into Ml view, with no sletructions
betwaen us, the long deferned Bee foom the
Comfodernten bevanw beerifle.  The setiring
Frderal infant-y, being neurer 8o us, camee in
foor epeenl of onir stention, thegeh the iml.lr-r},
which was treimg 1o o, Aveived it dos
mliee, hlptl."ﬂ]fs froan the right wing.

The work at this puint was short and rapid,
and the Confislernte Are ool wml delilermtn,
In what l]lplllll'lw] tor Inr bl 2 Fowr minsiles fus
foo remained in sight.  The e closines to the
ﬁglll... I.lm'ﬂ"lilli:__' II_'\' the I'E_L;hl. Aank wo- alizmesl
muew st ek of the geimed btely oovagdel
!IJT the Py, In this prrilieen W lesd w
chanre o survey the disedly wcumey of the
Confederato flm:, Stretehed befivee amil behind
w4, in every erevie in the mcks, which seem
to by commen to il oadar glades, the Federal
wounded hal cropt for sheller,  Mangled
mzvers of human formes, torn in every con-
rvivable way. lny sattrred in all direction.,
The rectifliad slimmment of the fesinent threw
the writer well past the right four pierr= af
the Federl I‘Il.t'l.l'l"f. whirl strwel Iﬂ‘ﬁ]- {14
feen paces in our front, (O the borses which
drew these six plaves wmd thelr cnissons nol
one was on his fivet Most were densd, and =]
ther =t wosmienlesl, When the conmnesd = Fer.
wanl,” wns given, the writer el betwen
tain prieees anel Lwes caipns, he Pwelve lorses
amal xix riders L which—tbe tter wih = lips
il elimeclioal dn thacie Dansnels oo by dhemel o omeds
side,  Aond nll thiis hod biscn s by paesketry
in the short spaece in which the pieces lod leen
limbered up nmnd were sriving to esenpee. The
mlvance of the Firt Tennessen infantry from
this pwint wns threngh n dense eelar thicket ]
of co=idemnble extent, theough which the eme
:Ill_!."s slielle eaame i nn :||.1lhll!t TR LT TR ERRE A BTN

Vidunteers swers valbal fip toe g Borwnrnd
ated pegeer? e peoitin o the Foberals in sor
frmt, Twea were selateml froom el wine,
atng patmhers flint odlioned, wle, epeepineg
furwanl fram oakar b ooodar, s Aeturmed
with information thel the wwsls Tefire nsz

woere clenr of (he vy, nid thnt neress m
|I.1I|g ot teld II.'J'\tlllll it the Feleral infantry
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snd mntillery were bravily nosesd.  fhr line
wis instuitly put in medion, ninl e we
reovlinl m puant wene e slge of the thicket,
with the wide, speen fiekd a0 (ronl, The cvurse
of thee Nushvills peol Chattomensan Badlraad,
g |u||1|"|'| Lo sstar litoe, Bas |11.l.'illl_"l- ok
il by Lhe ek of e ot 1.hmu;;i! which L
ran, whils o short dictmes i frost of it =
kg fine of beo coni= was stnctolend st full
length on the gronpd. Our gy wene disprosed
to try their marksmgnship on the msaniel
officers Leliiml, bt sight wne 5o pear st land,
sl tha light wo rapidly teiling that o beavy
picket detail wes put Geward; our toais line
slacked priie, sl for (he st tisoe siaee day-
light meted indepetstently of compand. Mot
af us wenl U the oloe <o the wosada, but ligthe
i vour of the pichute. The latwer, unable to
restrnin & desive to keep up the shooting, or
perhiaps autious Lo drive further away any
unngyenees which they thioglt to be uneon-
furtably chae, wem popiping away st the Fel-
erels with o wapility that appenrel st fimes
alowest @ contiooous fin The enemy, siong
by this persddent asaclt, ran forwand st full
gallup o battury of six picors and opened fdre.
A Confrederate luttery to our riglt took in the
whole performmern, With the mest acrurate
abi Che lutier st its shells over th guss of
the enemy, driving him frun bis position so
speslily that a clieer involunturily aree from
every Confelderate wha sew iL Almst at the
raine instant that the hattery withdrew a Iun;
Tine of mounted moen, evidently the swil end
et of the Folemi ronimunder, pasial i
fall viow toward car fght. The same Confed.
crate battesy sent its shot in that direction.
A momentary pagso in the cavaleade in view
wns followe] by ite speody withdemwal, Dut

a rubetitite appeared in its stead.  Alpust ine -

stanily the wy er knows ol haow RNy Ints
torivs beroesl Lhoir eopdel Bre upon us wid the
brigmales fos aser plachs. 1% rlaj= ps TEDY =
twendy = flve pdecgs weul e waell - dimedesd
R ||.I|1l whall nlun: (1T l'ill.'.‘- of til-l-ll veslar
brabe. 5o torrifle was the fne Uat large tives
wern split ssamber. Faery man lasteinsd to
his plece, and taking bi- musket s the
FiRvks !l_l'l"l-.h'l-l i pesi-L an utlack whick such
an outhrenk sovned o furetell, 1 was, hew-
ever, the Lt offort o e roemy to s
relied for the sight frotn Ui puiling flrg of tho
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Confederstes. With the fuling light quiet
temuk I_'H'I‘I-I':miillh of thut field of vwrmzse, the
First Tesncsso infantry removing from the
prosition they then orvupicl ol until looge after
dark en the night in which our arny fetnested
We werg then psoved some didonee to fhe
right, nied baltel in Vo of battle pear whers
the railnmd Lridge cromees Stone River,

It was in tho midsl of & cold, winter min,
just beforg daylight, on thw thinl or farth day
of Japuary, 1863, that Mancy’s brigude, fho
First Tennesste in the rear, waded the river on
the relrmat (o Shelbyville.  To undoess il
Lo Lo get vur clothes wetl anyhow, 1o sy nothe
ing of the Jdificulty which might attend the
effuris to pull on wet boots after thay had been
taken off. Weo kept our vlathes on.  The water
was up to our waists, and the min furnislel
engugh more Lo jastily our elaim to an orthae-
dux fmmerdion.  In this wonifortable eoudi-
tion wo sef out on the minrch of sonwe twenty-
fve miles, which we pude by the next nighe
During the femviwon & porth wisd  sprasg
op, aned an auclowded sun sucoveded the min
of the night lefore. Umder these favomlle
cirgumstances  the drying process  repidly
!

It is with a feeling of pratefulness that the
writer recollocts the long halt of severul hours
which we took sbout ten miles to the southeast
of Murfrossboro, A wide stretch of open
countsy, the view of which for a long distance
was commanded by the hill on which we balted,
lay between us and Murfroesboro, and secumed
us egsinst surprise. Muney's brigade was
drawn up in line s0 s to cover any approaches
from the epemy's divection. The rest of the
srmy continued its nwarch until not even =
straggler was left behind us.  Those of us in
the rearguard, after kindling large fires, threw
themselves down o setitpe sowe much-nevded
sleep. The cavalry wes otill to onr rear, It
thae bmpygetied thst sa we fud e e @rl in-
fantey Lo mecd, or tuther to waleh the Federnl
mivance, &0 W were the last lefl la cover var
reirenl. We were md tooleded, bowever, by
the enemy, and, teking up our march again
st shotd noos, we reachod enmp, some theee
miles feom Bhelbyville, Tennessans, at night-
fall,  The rapidly - cxecutesl Leagedy, which
way be called the Murfreeshom eninpuign,

was eudel ] Sewuel Seay.



