March 23— 3Q63-- My Dear Wife- I r-ecieved your most welcome letter to-
nite.lou do not know how ~slad 1 am that you have taken the courage you
have about beins a Christian. ¥ou =111 know what church to joln and when
to ‘oin it. I am sure the Lord will help you and that you will not turn
tack btut ¢o on- for what is there to turn back to?

It seems in the Volunteer armies then they more or less elected thelr
officers and of course they had troubles then with their leaders Jjuat

as we do now- In April 136’ he writes- I want to o to the caucus to-
nizht just to keep myself posted- Oh, it ia Tunny to see them election-
eerine for office. Some little whelps that 1s not fit for privates want-
ine to be officera.

I am sorry to hear that ¥ac let Fly eget so thin. Fly was thelr horse-
That 13 the way it roes when we are in the army, our patriotie friends
at home use up what we left there. I want you if you can to send the
children to school this summer and you must buy them some books and not

send thex to school without books,

Dec. 1fth 18€Z- +here was a meetine Sunday in the school house. I went
over- Tsost of the conerevation was Co. F.- The minlister was an Epiaco-
paleon. They have rather a gqueer way of worshlpine but 1t is petter than
no way. Every one that takes part in it has a 1little book. The Chaplain
:
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zot a box of the books for the Co. and we all have one if w L
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ril 1964 he writes-I ruess we are pretty sure to cross the plains
yrmer to fight the Indians. T would llike to ride but it 1s not

yet whether we will be mounted or not. That 1s we don't know,
=e General Bibley knows. We are nect supposed to know any more than
ses or mules so we have no trouble, Tell each of the btoys and
1ittle Ex=a Alice to be wood children and T will buy them each a Y¥{¥
book when I eet home, Address direct to James H. Payton, Co., ©, Minn.
volunteers to follow Indian Expedition.

There" several very descriptive and rather plalntive letters describing
the sufmer of '€4 as they crossed the plains.Fis youncer brother Ed of
whom he spﬁafﬂ many times died of typhold fever zore where along the way.

On -uly lst, camped near the ¥issouri river he wrote-T quit cookine-
the btoye would gsrowl ardikird fault s0 I rot my dander up and quit.l
would like to have the’money but ar too 111 to be Jawed out atout noth-
ing, Ye speaks of geeine buffalo and antelope but they were not allowed
to shoot them. 4 letter from Ft. Rice written Sept 10th is -he last one
we found before he was sent south, He 4id eay several tizes that some
of the boys were doline 2 lot of whining abaut ejnv sent @%ﬁh* Fut =s
for him if they were sent they had to o and that wasa all there was to 1t.
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Soretime durine the fall of 1964 his corpany was sent to ! s toro,
Tenn.In the Tew letlters from there he descritbes the b-rdsn_rs gctuzl
contat- hearine the roar of cannons every day, the rea ization of death
tut he says- if J live thru all this , all the bketter but 1f It should
Fe Iy 1ot to fall in tattle T will have to f11) a soldlera srave wherel

Now T don't think 1t best to worry or talk any more about these
thﬁn deain he writesthat his ecandle is purned low but he wanted to
send the children sorethine for Chriatmaa "J am sendine fifty cents to
gel them somethlne and I think some aprles would be nice,
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ften in his letters he spoke of Captain Aldrich 2nd the lfine Capi. he was
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