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Entered At The Post Office At French Lick, |

Wesley Johnson
Victim Of War
Between States

Wesley Johnson, a Civil War
soldier of this vicinity, died more
than a hundred years ago Yet cvery
porson who reads the letters he
sent to his family has the feeling
he poersonally knew this young
man.

Porhaps this is true because
Johnson was a scnsitive person
with the samc hopes and [ears
which must face the youthlul
soldiers of today. Or maybe it is
just because Johnson had the
ability to put his thoughts into the
wnrds which have been preserved
all these years.

Mrs. Zeta Cleaver, R R. 2, West
Baden, granddaughter of Johnson,
is the owner of the yellowed, time-
creased letters written during his
service with the Northern Army.

The name of Wesley Johnson will
not be found ocn the rolis of any
Civi; War wveterans' organization.
He was one of the 359528 Union
casualties of  that war. He was
fatally wounded in the battle of
Stone River jn Tennessee.

Born Aug. 23, 1824, =on of Micha-
crl and Elizabeth (Grisom) John-
son, he was married at the age of
19 to Emeline Dillinger. Although
he was the father of seven children,
he joined Co. F, 8lst Regiment of
the Indiana Volunteer Infantry in
1862,

An adventurer at heart, he had
gone on a gold-seeking trip to
California, 12 years earlier. Mrs.
Clcaver also owng letters written
from that state. In one headed
“California—Hangtown, Aug. 18,
1E50," he relates his group had to
pack their provisions on their backs
200 miles. Provisions were running
short, he said and none were for
sale. The team gave out, and they
sold the wagon for $20. Upon rea-
ching the desert. he =aws “The
speckelaters met ug with provisions,

. We paid 840 for 27 pounds of
flour . . . We wasg the first that
arrived in California from Orange
County.,” He later comments,
“Gold is not half as plenty here as
it has been represented to be.” In
partnership with Joseph Rhodes,
the pair sank a pit and “I think
by the last of this month we will
get a pile of the pure metal”™, .

It i= not known whether or not
the vouthfu]l Johnson came home
with his pile of gold. He does admit
it was a pleasure trip. Such was not
the casc when he left for the war.

From army camps he writes to
ask about the wheat crop, about his
farm record books, and his longing
{o walk through the-fields at home.
In two of the letters he mentions
his hunger for cornbread and milk.

One of the earliest letters owned
by Mrs. Cleaver, written Aug. 24,
1862 from Camp Noble, Ind., tells
his wife that he has sent her $40
by William Abel. He adds that he
drew 317, his first month's pay.

He was in Louisville, Ky. on Sept.
24 1862 when he wrote: “General
{Braxton) Bragg is within 25

milae Af hora with AN femnme amd

Jeff Reynolds At
EUB Church Sunday

The Rev. Harry Taylor, pastor
of the French Lick EU.B. Church,
announces student pastor Joff Roy-
nolds will be guest speaker at Sun-
day cvening services, beginning at
7:30.

Many of the letters refer to his
young =son William. Although not
the wyoungest (John T. Jchnson,
father of Mrs, Cleaver was just 11
months old when his father went
to war), William was next to the
baby at the “cute” age, and ohvi-
ously the apple of his dad's eve.
“Have his p'ecture made and scnd it
to me”, he asks once. And again, "I
can see Willlam's eves every dav.”
And “Tell William to be a gord boy.
I'll bring my rifle and sword home
for him."

Two davs ofter the Unlon vietory
at Perryville, Ky.. on Oct. 10, 1882,
Johnson wrote: “Dead and weunded
rebbl>s are laying all over the
ground. T have no idea how many
were k'lled on either side . . . I
have talked 10 some of the wound-
ed rebbles. They sav they arc tired
of the war but will fight till they
die . . . The sights hore would
bring tears out of a rock.” In the
same letter he asks his wife to send
him a needle and =zome thrzad in
a letter so he can patch his torn
clothing. He alro asks for stamps.

A month latter, Nov. 8, 1962 he
penned: "We arrived yesterday and
we had a fight vesterday with (Col.
John Hunt) Morgan's men. We kill-
ed 14 men and had not a man hurt,
We have but 350 men in our Regi-
ment and many not fit for duty
because of sickness .There are 38
in our company ...I want to
know how the election went. Who
was elected assessor in French
Lick? . .. I have 10c in money and
no use for it Our zargealils aie all
in the hospital.”

Another letter deseribez a long,
hot, dusty walk about which he
says “I'm glad Harrison is out of
it as it would be too hard for him.”
The refercnce is to his brother who
joined the same company but was
discharged Aug. 1. 1862 because of
failing health. He tells of hearing
of the death of Isaiah Briner, Tsrael
Lecnard belng montally wounded,
and John Hazlewpod jand Henrv
Henson slightly wounded.

Johnson's letter of Dee. 21, 1B62
has a d:fferent tone. He complained
he was in bad health with the
“fover” and does not add, as he
usually did, that it was no concern
for hiz wife's worry. He mentions
sending money to the family by
Hence Talbot and Vol Pinnick.
“Tell Josiah (a brother) . . . when
I get home I have a good watch
I will give him." This was the only
one of his letters which ended
“Yours till death.”

Perhaps it was a premonition,
for it was his last letter. Dr. T. H.
Hammond wrote to Mrs. Johnson
that her husband was wounded in
the leg above the knee with a
musketbail and died Jan 15 18R}

Funeral Friday
For Carrie Larson
Wthio Died Tuesday

Mrs. Carrie Q. (Sutton) Larson,

83, died at 10:20. pm. Tuesday at.
the home of Mrs. Mary Harrison,
RR.1, French Lick, where she had
lived the past year. She was the

widow of Gus Larson who passed
away in 1941.

Surviving are a son Perry Prnd- ;

ley of Mitchell; two daughters,
Mrs. Mary Springton of Selvin and
Mrs. Lucinda Morrison; 10 grand-

children, and several great-grand-.

children.

. The funeral will be held at 1 pm.
Friday at the Brosmer-Drabing
Funeral Flome. Burial will be in
the Cuzeo Cemelery.

—

Mae Brewer Dies
Thursday Following
Lengthy Illness

Mrs, Mae Belle Brewer of
French Lick died Thursday night
at the Orange County Hospital
whore she had been a patient for
two months.

Mrs. Brewer, B3, was the widow
of Samuel Brewer who died in
November 1965.

The body. lay in state at the
Brosmer-Drabing Funeral Home
before it was taken to Cane Creek
Christian Church where the funeral
wag conducted at 2 pm. Saturday.
The Rev. James Runner officiated
at the funeral service. Burial was
in the church cemetery.

Surviving are a son, Dale Brew-
er, R.R.2, French Lick: two daugh-
ters, Mrs. Robert Hatfield, RR.2,
French Lick and Mrs. Edith Evans,
French Lick; a .brother, Hugh
Thurston’ of Evansville; two sisters,
Mrs Myrtle Nicholson and Mrs,
Maude Muff; both of RR.2, French
Lick; 15 grandchildren and 15
great-grandchildren.

Down In The Valley

No challenges to the Tomato
King championship held by Cecil
Andrews have been called to our
attention, Mr. Andrews brought in
the 1% pound wonder last week.

Fullowg'nm'. vish praise of its
appearapcé® pliie & ‘nofe ‘ggneerning
ouk i#orance ‘of itz Ihside perfee-
tiog and Hevor, Mr. Androws
brought a sample of his gardening
skill to us.

MNow we are qualified to testify
that the tomatoes are just as deli-
cious as they look!

Another article in last week's
Herald also has brought results. A
missing handbag has been returned
to Mrs. Ora Jones. Recuperating
from surgery at the home of a

ughter, - Bonnie Wininger, the
purse mysteriously vanished last
week., Missing were papers, pict-
ures., and eye glasses, all valuable
to Mrs. Jones but worthless to
anyone clse.

Mrs. Wininger reports local resi-
dents took up the search where the
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1ML he relates his groap had 10
pack their provisions on their backs
200 miles. Provisions were running
short, he said and none were for
eale. The leam gave out, and they
sold the wagzon for $20. Upon rea-
ching the desert, he says “The
speckelaters met us with provisions

. W paid $40 for 27 pounds of
four . . . We was the first that
arrived in California from Orange
Counly," He later  comments,
“(Gold is nol hall as plenty here as
it has been represented to be” In
partnership with Joseph Rhodes,
the pair sank a pit and “I think
by the Iast of this month we will
gel a pile of the pure metal’”

11 ie nedl Foowm whether o et
the youthiul Johnson  canee o
with his pile of gold. He does admil
it was a pleasure trip. Such was not
the ease when he lefl for the war.

From army camps he wriles to
ask about the wheal crop, nbaual his
farm record books, and his longing
1o walk through the ficlds at home.
In two of the letters he mentions
his hunger for cornbread and milk.

One of the carliest letters owned
by Mrs. Cleaver, written Aug. 24,
1862 from Camp Noble, Ind, tells
his wife that he has sent her 340
by William Abel, He adds that he
drew $17, his first month's pay.

He was in Louisville, Ky. on Sept.
24 1862 when he wrote: “General
{Braxtan) Bragg is within 25
miles af here with 30,000 troops and
General (Don C.) Buell is one day's
march behind him. If Bragg
comes here, we can hold him in
check till Buell gets up. We have
75 or RD,000 troops here. The wo-
men and children were all oridered
aul al Louisville yosterday.”

In the same letler he says,
“There iz no room to drill, We are
gquartered between two pork houses
.. .1 want to see you so bad I
can't hardly wait my time out” He
adds later that he wouldn't be sat-
isfied to be at home, however, un-
lpse the war was over,

S
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s n mppkadc ppamk sfedd BLatin IRl DN FRETITL-
et and many nol fit for duly
beeause nf sicknezs There are 3
in our company . . . I wanl  to
know how e clectinon wont, Who
was eclected  assessm in French
Lick? ... I have 10¢ in money and
ne use for it. Our sergeanis are all
in the hospital”

Another Ietter deseribes 2 Tong,
hot, dusty walk  about which  he
says "I'm plad Harrison i= out of
it as it would be oo havd for him™
The refercnees is 1o his hrother who
joined the same company bol was
dizcharged Auge. 1, 1862 becouse of
failing health, He tells of hearing
af the death of Isaiah Briner, Isracl
Leonard being mortally wounded,
and John
Thensen shiphtily wonnshei

Johmson's letler af Dee. 21, 1862
has a dilferent tone. He complained
he waes in bhad health with the
“fover”™ and does not add, as he
usually did, that it was ne conceri
for his wife's worry., He mentions
sending moncy Lo the family hy
Henee Talbot and Vol Pinnicle
“Tell Josiah (a brether) . . . when
I get home 1 have a good waitch
I will give him.” This was the only
one of his  letters  which ended
“¥ours Lill death.™

Perhaps it was a premonifion,
for it wasg his Iast jetter, Dre. T. I
Hammond wrole to Mrs, Johnson
that ler hushand wag wounded in
the leg above the knee with a
musleeibndl and died Jan, 15, 1863
Iness and lack of proper food,
coupled with the wound's infection.
cnuffed out all the plans he had
made. There was no walch for Joo
and no rille or sword for Willinm
fur the soldier's knapzack was Joxl
during his last Latle near Mur-
freesboro, Tenn,

The young widme pever koew
where her husband was buricd, Bul
In 1918 Lon Specce visited a mili-
tary cemetery in Nashville and

photographed the grave and mark-
er. Mrs, Cleaver has this piclure,
ton, among her Telies.
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Hazlewrod Land  Flenry”

«the  Nazarene,

ters, Mes. Hobeet Hatfichd, Y
French Lick and Rrs, Fditly Fyomne
French Lick: a brother,  1ooh
Thurston of Fvansvilli-; fwo sisbers,
Mrs rlh.'I”!" Micholson aml o Rl
Maude Mulf, Both of 11122, French
Lick: 15 prandehildien and 15
greal-grandehildren,

Down In The Valley

Mo chalienges 1o the  Tonato
King champienshipp helidl by Cecil
Andrews, have been enllead Lo oun
nttention, Mr. Andrews brought in
the 1% pound wonder Inst week

Followinp our lavish praise gf its

ik iemneaner of i eide poorte
tiode  amd  Hever, B Wl
brought o sample of his poacdening
skill Lo us.

Mow we are gualificd to testify
that the tomatoes nre just n= |'||'Ii.
cious ag hey look!?

,qt]::{r'.‘lrr\pf‘ . td'li!l- 1 oo r:ql_wu"t'n'ir]r:

Another article in Iast weel's
Herald alsa has brought resalis. A
missing handbag his been relurmied
toa Mrs. Ora Jones. Recuperating
from surgery at the home of »
daughler, -Bonnie Wininger,  the
purse mysteriously  vanished  lasl
week., Missing were papers, pirt
ures, and eyve plasses, all valuable
tn Mrs. Joneg but  worihless o
anyone else.

Mrs. Wininger reports loeal resi-
dents toak up the search where the
1erald left off From neiphbors 1o
businessmen, inguirics were relurn-
ed Monday. It isn't known what
mative prompted  the “bareower™
to give haclkk 1he purs: il
syvmpathy, fear or threats

Troe (o their promise, fe (ues
tions were asked by cither M
Jones or Mrs. Wininger who are
prateful ta everyone in the com
munity for their coneern. assistane:
and kindness in recovering the Jost
article,

Even with this wonw
problems aplenty plgoe the o
hald, Mrs. Jones ig atliemplimes to
adjugl to o deviep which is decign
el 1o regulate hier heart beats, Al
Mr. Wininger, a semi-invalid for
some time, was rushed on Sl
to Memorial Hozpital where he i
reparted critically ili

rrasml,

Mrs. Hazel Roberts Is conrerned
that a rapidly growing number of
persons are hanging hotseshoes Hie
wrong way above their doors

1l they're superstitiong  chouch
tn hang them.at all, they shoabd Lu
told Lo place them in the shapr of
a U, she insists. "This iz supposed
to keep the pood luek from poaring
out”, explained Mrs. Roberls,

We might oAt T you have
any door-slammers in your home,
yvou should insure their romd Turk
by mnking sure the borseshios
firmly anchored.

And a final word of advice: De-
fore hanging the shoe above you
door, carefully remove any horse
which might be attached.

Special Services
Announced Dy
Nazarene Church

The Rev. Frank Sargent, pastor
ol the Springs Valle: Church of
Anngnors '.|1I‘|“I.'I|
eopviers are planned for Sunday,
Aur. 21

Jdanet

Miller,  aceordionist aned

“zinger, will be present fo bt le Lhee

morning ol afternonn worship
rerviers, Bhe el prreseand pnnaleens
ot the repular Bunday 8chool hour
at 030 am. and during the morn-

ing «rorship period af 10:30,

Mrs. Miller will alsn he Teatue ol
In afternoon ‘gospel shging [
2 (o 4, The public is invited,
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T Prmted and for sale by Noasux & Martmzws, P* vl sty Wew Albany. Ted,, whers BLANKS 'll' Al kimls ars ivrpd. -*u:u.-lhm.l;I am hamd oF prioesi W erler,

e DECLARATION--WIDOW'S ARMY PENSION. 3

State of _@Q_&_Ja. T e

Litucge  County.

On r.l:u.,...,,,;T:.-,-,,,--.-_-dn:r [ e o e voee--d. DL 1882, before me, Clerk of.. Cacree et
R R e e Court of Record in and for the County sod State aforesaid, personally

nppeare&..a?ﬂu{:f_:m ﬂ’ L ETLen o oeeaeo .o .8 Tesident uf..fﬁ(‘ﬂdﬂ_},«'_ I':-ﬂ-:rw'f?____ e
in the Stata nf/ﬁ‘z_.:l_%z..z.ﬂ* aged . M Ferabiie. Sl G e o Lp ot

rears, who being fSrat duly sworn aceording to law, doth, oo her onth, make the t'ulluwtng declaration, in order to- obtain the

benefit of the provision mnde by the act of Congress, approved July 14, 12362 That she is the widow o

e R B i e e S S e SR B W S R R e et AR
: kA e ” who was a E-C-ﬁ-vﬁ-brf- & 3 T
in Cnmpnn:....ﬁ._.......‘cummnndﬁl [ e -.f.h‘a{&m‘“__‘._"_-.,.....-_“_‘_______,..,in T A

Hegimeut...c;Z...grtﬁﬁn'.mua.._&&‘f:.,..uﬁ.kv?ﬁq___._,-,-,. wessssenmensc Voluntears, in the war of 1861, and whoe

M/ Rt il BBt ot gits P fleStik .ﬁ(&.«:-;é.u O
T ¥ 4 d::.&{g{&..-_l:ﬁ.&‘?rﬁk___:})..-un or about the._... 4T ... .day oZ’f R R T

A. D. 196.1_, while in the service of the United States. She further declares that she waa married to the said. )"EM«CA_?

MA’}M e R Iha...him..___..,-dng of. ..ol tirr k. . s e e

A D 138, s tela. S = Thyron QR - ECR R M:ﬂ-—m b e e
m b e deden af}. f'ﬁ-.. M ftE .,-..; that her name befors ber said marriage wos __ M# e
.J-...l. ...-.1....\.;%,.&:‘:‘ sevemaimamamiceacicaaoo.---A0d that she bas remained o widow since the death of her said husbaod,

88 will more fully appear by reference to the proof hersto aooezed; and that the followlng are the names, ages, aad residence of

the sarviving children of said soldier, who wers under sizteen years of age at the tme of bis Jecenss, to-wit:. el e

Sha n.]:a dec]urea :.ha.t :ha hm aet in Aoy msoopgr buen nng::.gmi in or alded or :n.hmwi r.'na Rab-e!lwn in thc [,Tmr.ml ‘imtﬂ

She hereby constitutes and appoints .. 4¥ i i, S ﬂ'dm bt A I;‘,f R %_,Eﬁ'ﬁ—

her attoroeys, with full power of substitution, to prosecuts this claim, aod acthorizes .... 10 receive from the Depurunent her

Pension Certificate when issued. /
Cf- Froe éz {t{-*frﬂ.

Sworn to0 sod subscribed before me the day and yesr Grst asbove written; -.ml on the samo day p:mn;;u.]l_r nppm;g.t

ﬁfd&# .-ﬂ;ﬂpﬁmﬂm e e S e = AN rﬁp{«.ﬂdﬂ ﬁﬂ?{gw St R

residents of, .fﬁmcﬁ Cerzract. SHooldAnsn. ..., persons whom [ certily to be respectable and eaitled to credic.

who, being by me, daly sworn sccording to law, say that they were present anl sawt M Povac B s tle .
£ALe B AREA . seiassamsramsenssaasnsamsoassnan s s samns s ssamtsnsstn s rannnnnsn anssssnsasinsasens 0 the foregoing declaration.
They further swesr that they bave avery resson i believe, from the appearsnce of the applicant and their acquaintance with her,
thut she is tha idectical person she ropresents herself to be; that they are persanally acquninted with said declarant, and were oo-
quainted with her and ber suid husbund hefore ':a enierad the servicy, and know that thay lived togrther as mas sed wifs nod
were so reputed, and that Jdepooests never heard the fact of their rarringe disputed or questioned; that sbe is the widow of the
identieal. £ J Aaf ETUTI et v e e emnon -ooo WHO performed military service mentioned in said declaration, and
who died while in the service of the United States, as therein stated, ond that she hos remaioed 3 widow sicce his desth.
They further swear that they verily believe her foregning statement of the names, ages, and residenca of ber children under sizteen.
years of age to be correct; and they bave oo interest in the prosecution of this claim.

__...'.':z&.f.:?z, Zﬂ = .;f.«--:f.«.:-(._., ......................

Eworn to and subscribed before me 1.hit.___.._2.__.._......._ day n!‘i,,__.,m._..-_...“‘__.L D. 186.3._,:.11:1 C

herehy cortife that T huve no intereat dicect ar indirset. in the nroascution of thia alaim




“WIDOWS APPLICATION FOR INCREASE OF PENSION,

Under Section 2, Act July 25, 1866.

—

Bateet. el agaee. 3

County of ﬁz*f"cz,frf.ap(_. R 5
tn this.. -54'” day of Mmm A. D. one thousand eight hundred and sixty "A'.?C"
'\ ame and tltle af Judge or Clerk. Caar.
personalls appeared before me, M“. ..zﬁ{g;z_a.ué"' C.._of the C.MM _-q'_t-‘.-:..;./.f
3 - 1 P \:.mvl al Widow. / {ut-ﬂm:!

£ L  Lder , & resident ot ﬁM /’.?:L:ﬂd-p:_ ....... BN | 4T
,»~,r/.‘/“ , State of. }L‘ rih i . , aged f’i
declaration

vears, who heing first J(uly sworn aceording to law, doth un her vath make the tollowi
in wrder to obtain the benefit uf the provision :nmle by the 24 Section of the Act of Congress,
increasing the pensions of widows and orphans, approved July 23, 1866. That she is the widow of

Rank. Letter of Company.
/fr Mm - : who was a, ..ﬁ&rp/ﬂ it CIOT AR .. .72"
Number,

commanded by Captain 771':-&-—»1_ in dhe. FUTE Regiment of

Name of State and Cavalry or Infantry.

.,r'"r"..é fl-"-f’ . -in the war of 1861, and that by reason of his death in the service
aforesaid, she has been granted a pension of eight dollars per month, in accordance with a certificate

nambeced 2 3 ¥/ bearing date the Ay day of  Lowwee 17T %which certificate is

herewith =urrenderedl.  She further swears that she has the follawing named children, to wit:

Lounty of

M‘- e AhS tcte ﬂw*ﬂm/zf%,f}x s
/@W /ayzu:m bl D by Kaway o AT n-/,,,_.,‘ JrS

ls I o AhD nnao v o Il oy if ey 176/
WC e N g, nulis raoy Bovan win - f o

She further Jeclares that she has not remarried since the death of her said husband, nor has she
abandoned the suppoct of any ane of the children aboved named, nor permitted any nno‘ﬂl’ the same to be
adopted by any other person or persons as his, her, or their child.

My Post-Office adiresa is as follows : /7’551_/.5 /’3% ﬁfw Ccigs H-i:_yf,.-:.z(

She hereby appoints John H. McCutchen, of Washington, T}, ., her attornev, with I-L}I.-.Lr af
sithstitution to prosecute her elaim and receive the certificate.

Simmatupa aof Claimant, (5: FhL L A} FLEL \7{;?'4?7—0’4‘?‘ 1T

- ——

AFFIDAVIT OF WITNESSES.

Name of Witness.

Judge or Clerk.
Also personnlly appeared before merfﬁ.mﬂ,.dt.zbw@ Cx{zx/fn‘._ \.44‘4. g tetl .

Post-Uffice. Name wuf Witme- " Poat-0fice.
resideat of f 1L and . A e .. ..residentof f”f.?z/f- S el
county of &}"'Cb-"._.(.ajd State of. ;""--" plod st at,

persons whom I certify to be respectable and entitled to credit, and who being by me duly sworn, say that
Name of Widow,

they were present and saw 3rs. [/" e R sigo hernume. .. .to the
foregoing declaration ; and they further swear that they have ¢very reason to believe from the appearance
of the applicant and their acquaintance with her, that she is the identical person she represents herself
to be, and that they have no interest in the prosecution of this claim. And they further swear that they

were well acquainted with her and her husband before he entered the service, and know that she has
Name of Soldier.

rermained a widew cver since the death of the said /}'h,(? /@J}’:»m;am .......... .

and is now a widow.
That they are well acquainted with the children whose pames and dates of birth are given in the
toregoing declaration, and koow that she has not abandoned the support of any one of said children, but

supports and maintains them.
i Sigmatures of IWitnerser. /
lrceh (p;i 27 21
3 - —

I the widee rigma by mark, the oficer must certify “tbat ithecontents of the above was read and explalned (o aMant before 3he subscribed or swore to the same.
* This declaration must be made hefore s Tadge or Clerk of & Court of Record, or some oflcer havieg custody of [ty seal
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