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To the Staff: :
During a visit to Stones River National .Batilefield
last summer, our second visit, I was talking to a
member of your staff about my great-grandfather,

Knnud Iverson, who was killed in the battle of Stones
River. I mentioned that I had two of his letters
written in Norwegian and that I was trying to get

them translated. He said that you would be interested
in having copies of the translations so I am enclosing
them.

It may be of interest to you to know a little about
Knud Iverson - He was born in Voss, Norway in 1822,
married in 1846, emigrated to the United States

in 1855 and settled in Dane County, Wisconzin. On
January 18, 1862 he enlisted into the military

and was in Company"F" of the all-Norwegian 15th
Wisconsin Volunteer Regiment. He was killed in the
Battle of Stones River December 31, 1862.

I appreciate the help you have given me.

;E;y truly yours,

sl 00 Vet oiilla
Donald 0. Mundale



1862, March 29

Dear wife and children,

I must still briefly write you a few lines. I am living
well, thank God. I wrote you a letter on March 9 from
(Complein?) Bird's Point but I don't know whether you
received it or not. I haven't received any reply.

I am now farther south than before. We are in the viec-
inity of New Madrid, we are on one side of the river

and the Rebels on the other side. Our cannon boats have
fired on the Rebels' fortifications for 11 to 12 days
but they can't do anything to them. Now, however, they
are surrounded. In New Madrid there are 40 thousand Union
Troops and 5 miles higher are 15 to 20 thousand Rebels.
But now they are not getting any provisions, neither
powder nor bullets; in time they will have to stop. With
God's help we will capture them. I have heard that New
Orleans is supposed to have been captured by Union men
but I don't know if that 1 frus.

I must tell you that the lists for the families were not
sent in to the governor in Madison, the adjutant negl-
ected it. But now our captain has gone back to Bird's
FPoint, the records are there and when he gets the lists
ready he will send them to Madison and then, my dear wife,
you can draw your money.

I must tell you that it is two weeks since I spoke to
Gullek, he was in Bird's Point again. He was a little ill
from dysentery and I haven't heard from him but I hope

he will soon come to me. Now almost the entire regiment

is i1l from dysentery but I hope it will soon go over.
This is an unwholesome place and the river is all muddy,
unwholesome water. We get plenty bacon and meat and coffee
and sugar, peas and grits, but we eat little.

I must now break off my short letter. I don't know when

we will be paid. If you, my dear wife, should get into
difficulty on account of money you must appeal to Brynjulv
because you are to live decently. You are to buy bacon

and butter, coffee and a little sugar and molasses. I

hope you soon have fresh milk.

I am concluding, unforgettable wife and children. I ask
you, dear little children, that you obey and be subject
to your mother. Sincere greetings from me to you all, as
well as to acquaintances and relatives.




Greetings to Andris Lie, to Lars Mﬁn, to Amund Graue, to
Stork Viks, and all acqualntances I will soon write a
letter again.

Kriud Iverson Viks
1862, March 29

I have seen 0Ole Stengaland, he was well. I must remind
you again whether you will be kind enough to send me a
letter again. My address is as follows:

Mr. Enud Iverson
Co. F 15th Regt.

2 Wisc. Vol.

: near Island No. 10
Via Cairo, T1l.

When we left Madison we got a little whiskey but since
then I haven't tasted whiskey.

I must tell you that we see plenty of slaves every day,
small and big, women and children, to the point where it
distresses us.

Our army chaplain conducts services twice a day for us.
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THE SOLDIER"S GAURDIAN ANGEL

Times of joy, and times of woe
Each an Angel's presence know,
Gaurdian Angels hover round
Peaceful Home, and Battle Ground.
(This verse printed on stationery)

Nashville, 20 December 1862

I will again gladly take my pen in hand and send you some
simple lines. As for my condition and my manner of life,
T am living well. I am covered with bumps and boils all
over my body, on my thighs and legs and arms. They are
swellings and it is well that they break out for we some-
times suffer. We lie on frozen ground and sleep in the
open air. But I am not saying this to make you sad - nor
is it something to be glad about.

Today, the 20th, I received your welcome letter which was
dated the 6th of this month and I read it with joy and
almost sadness. I'm glad because you are living well but
I'm sad because you had to sell the oxen at such a low
price. But it will have to be that way, I'm away now.

I have also sent money home now but I don't know whether
you have received it or not. But as soon as you (illegible
deletion) get it I ask you to be so kind as to write to

me and then I will know how much state money you have
received. And then I would like to know how much you, my
dear son, earned last summer. And then I would like” to
know what the prices are for wheat and bacon and butter.
And before I break off (illegible deletion)

My dear brother, Gullek - I have not had any word from
him in 3 weeks -and he said he was improving.

Now I will conclude my simple letter to you, my dear
wife and children. I am living well and am so happy.to
hear in every letter I receive that you are in good health.

A sincere greeting to all, especially my nearsst relatives.

We must all move about in strange lands, everyone feels

his afflictions and complains about his distress. Some

go to great trouble to accumulate wealth, to some time

passes so slowly, some lose their health in youth, some

. think time passes so sadly - over which I must constantly
sigh and weep, never to get joy anymore in this world.

I see now that I have written wrong.

May you fare well, that is my wish.

Enud Iverscon Vikaa
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The Fifteenth Wisconsin Regiment has been regarded by the Norwegian immigrants
and their descendants as a symbol of the patrlnt;sm of the Norwegian Americans;
and its achievements have been celebrated and rsmemhered in Norway as well as
among Norwegian Americans. I+ urlginatad soon after the Civil War began.
This was an era when the loyalty of various immigrant groups was not infre-
gquently EXPntEBde through the ‘'orgamization of entire regiments made up of
immigrants of given nationalties. The Ninth Wisconsin, for example, was
mainly German and the Eleventh, Irish. And so'the Scandinavians launched
3 mcvement for a regiment of their owri, asked- the governor of Wisconsin to
zommission Cel., Hans C.Heg as its colonel, and in the fall of 1861 set about
recruiting soldiers. Heg and nine other Scandinavians called upon their
countrymen late in September to come to the support of the proposed reglment

amPabhaci rina fha andane Aannanbiiad b Fhod Jd camanaa T ) e e T T i S
The appeals were sucoessful; - The reglmant was’brought tugather at Camp Randall
in Madison, built up to a total membership of“approximately 900 and on March 2,
ig62, left for the South. The men, drawn gsnarally from the Scandinavian set-
tlements of the Northwest, included some Ewedes. Danes, and native Americans,
>ut they weré preponderantly Norwegians, who“tagged”their companies with such
salty names as the Wergeland Guards, Odin's Rifles, the Norway Bear Hunters,
the 5t, DOlaf Rifles, the Scandinavian Mountaineers; and Clausen's Guards.
Jlsens, Johnsons, Petersons, and Hansens were numerous, and in the regiment as
4 whole there were 128 men who bore the first‘name of "0Ole". Company A was
recruited in Chicago, and Company K in St. Paul, ‘drawing largely from northern
fowa and from Fillmore County, Minnesota. The other companies were urganlzed
in the various Nﬂrweglan settlements of Wisconsin'as follows: Company B in Mad-

tson, Lompany C in Racine, Company D in Haupun and-Waterford, Company E in La
.rosse. Companv F in Manitawnr. Camnanu (9dA: ﬂu1n1+ 'Pﬁmnpnu.u im Dama Macomds
e Hegs had originally come, SR HRY ¥
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WAR DEPARTMENT
THE ADJUTANT GEMERAL'S OFFICE
4. G. 201

Iverson, EKnud
7-8-38 OFC

WASHINGTON

STATEMVENT OF THE MILITARY SERVICE OF
Koud Iverson
Frivate, Company F, 15th Hegiment Wiseonsin Infentry

Civil War,
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It is shown by the records on file in this office that Knud
Iverson, aged 39 years, was enrolled Janusry 18, 1862, in Lepe County,
Wisconsin, for a period of three years, was mustered into the service
Januwary 27, lEB6E, st kadison, "iscomsin, as & private, Capiain Guste-
veson's Company, 15th Begiment Wisconsin Infantry, which organizetion
subsecuently became Coupeny F, 15th Hegiment Wisconsin Infaniry, end

was killed in sction at Stcne River, Tennessee, Uecsmber 31, 1862Z.
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Official Stztement of Service furnishec Mr. Richerd E. Lee,
Prineeton, Illimois, July 18, 1538.

By authority of the Secretary ol har;

E, 3. ADalS
M4TOR GEIRERAL.
THE ADJUTANT GEIZHAL.
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Wenig H. HanTan,

3 H.Ftr_u'm Hand Hanjen of Manitowoe hoerveb fig for Sap:
tein Buftavfon bew 2ave Ditober 61 og inbmenjtred i Wabis
fon bew 12te Tecember; 20 War og ugift.

: fran var jyg paa Hejpitalet i Najboille ven Ste Seplember
82 og bobe ber af Spgbom ben felpende 1fte Dttober; ligger
paa Bravplabjen fommeftens, Hibeling A, Geay Nr. 1201,

Wlenipg Halvor Hoen,

5 imeuin Dolvor Hoen, Toov Eountn, huecwed fig for Sap-
tein Bujtavfon ben 180e Februar "o og inbmienfleed | Wabi:
fou ben 1ile DMarts; 17 War o nqift,

Dan var fug pan Hofpitalet ben 20be uli '62; bobe af
Sogbom i Jadjon, Temw., bden felgenbe 270c September; blew
trangporteret il Gravpladfen i Eorinth, Wisfisfippi.

Wenig Lemuel %, Houle.

Wenig Lemuel S, Houje af Two Rivers hoerven fig for
Maptein @uftovfon ben Boe November 61 of inbmenjived |
WMabifon ben 1jte Jonuar '62; 45 Hay oy gift.

Pon blev ubygtip il Tiewejte og fit Afted i Eovinth ven
26be Juli "z,

Srevgeant 1t urvay Houle,

Sevgeant K. Murvay Houfe af Two Rigers hoevved fig
for Saptein Gufiavjon ben 18be Rovember *61 o intnenfiren
i Mabdifon ben 120 December; 28 Har og ugift.

Pone blev ubneont til Sergeant ben 180e December "1 :
blev ubygtin il Tjeneite og fit Ajjied i Govinth ben 2dpe
Juli ‘62,

Lovpoval Chavles Bultman,

Horporal Gharles Hultman of Wanitowse huerved fig for
Raptein @uflavjon ben 21ae Oltober “61 off inbmanitred i
Mavijfon den 12te Decomber; 20 War o aift; blao Bine, moelt
Daax, lyslet, 5 Fob 6} Tommer oi: Farmer.

Han blev ubnevnt til Korporal ben 1jie domiar "6 var
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Pojpitalseppasjer i WMuriveesboro ben 12t Tecomber fomme
or; blee fendt jug poa Hojpitalet i jomme By ben 210e Dlariad
68, jaa til Sonvalefcentleiven; twde pon Hojpitalet i Ehatta:
nooga af feonift Diavehoe ben felpende 280e Oltober.

Wlenip 4. Jvevfon.

WMenig Nnud Jverfor, Tane Eounty, boervet fig for Hap:
tein @uiioofon den 1B8Be Januar 62 og inbmenjieed i WMabis
fou ben 270e; B9 War og gift.

pan vay en Tiv i 62 Vagt med Monunksiectvaener; falbt
veb Stone River oen Sl December famme Mar,

Srevpeant John W, Fohnlon,
Sergeant Jobn B, Johnjon af Moanitowoe Goerved jig
for Saptein Ghujtavjon ben 19be Dftober "61 og inbmonficed i
Wabijon ven 12t¢ Tecember: 44 Aor og qift.,
Hoau blep ubnevnr 1wl Sevgeant den 18be Tecember 61,
var g poa HDojpitalet i Najbeitle ben 280 Rovember "62, heor
haw Dlew ubngtig L Tjenefte og fif Wiited pen 11fe Februar “Gd

Brevgeant Ole €. Jahnlon,

Sergeant og Beeoet Selonbdloitnot Ole B, Jobufon af
Manitomwoe hoerved fig for Haptein Saitavjon den 170e Obto
Der "61 o inbmenjtved i Madifor ven 120 Tecember; 18 Mar
oy ugift.

Han blew wbneont til Morperal den Lle Janwar "62; var
en Tid i 62 Bagt med Mommisjectvendt, toges tilfange veb
Stowe MHiver bem 3lte Tecember jamnte Mar: Blew i 68 ub-
vefaler @ St Yowid, wen togesd abter Mifange veb Elhidomanga
ben felgenbe 190 Septewmber; var blet ubnovnt til Sergeant
ben 180e; tffe ubmonjived med Kompanict; blev ubneont iil
Mrevet Sctondloitnant ben 250e Februar "7 at rangere fra
bew 210e Wai "65; e i Fohnjond Ravnelifie opfort jom beb i
Wnberonwville.




