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On Picket, Two Miles north of
Chattahoochee River, Ga.,
July 8th, I&o4.

My Dear Witel

No mails for us for several days; expect the Rebs
haVe gobbled some of them as they did Frank's picture. But they
will not do it always and soon I expect to hear from you. Had an~
ticipated last evening to at least read a letter from you of ald.
dete, as Sersgt. Teague came up today, but alasd he had to leave
Bhattanooga in haste without a chance to return;and my letter went
the way of all his good clothes, etc.

However we are all in good spirits, having chased Johnson from
almost his lasti diveh this side of Dixie; and since your lagt let-
ter closed with %all well* I am satisfied to think you so still!
besides I ratﬁer think you are enjoying the hot afterncons at the
Glade or vicinity; that Sister's grepes, currants, raspberries,
swect wilk, etc, etc, are adding to your enjoyiaents and that in
tact you and Prank are having a big time. Expect you find Dan a
valuable assisvant in iaking care of ow boy and he in ,urn, tmist
take care 0f Zettae

Have had but 1little to do since wriving you 1aat, as on this
front we have not attempted an advance since our lodgment on the
5th, and by the way, the prospects seem good for staying here for
Beveral days with but little to do. If otr books and papers only
gome forward, 'twill be & glorious time to work up our Records ere
we move for Atlanta. Don't know what we are doing on Right and
Left, only ‘know that both rest on the river, and reporis plage both
across in gsome forge. Our trains run to our skirmish lines and
gould go invo Atlanta, had they their proper passes.

On pickét today is very different ifrom the scenes at Murfrees-
boro wnen you would ngde -the lines fearless of all danger: here pou
would hardly venture on a horse close to the lines nor in fact, on
foot without making divers and sundry bows and dodges to the Rebel
bullets. Arfter all they are harmless, not & single man injured to-
day, though much ammunition has been expended: both sidés dig skir-
mish pits for tne men and the lines are held in comparative safetvy.
My Headquarters inside 6f a log breastwork well shaded with boughs,
makes & comparatvively sare place to live in ror the 24 hours. To-
morrow we¢ take our position in the rear and ir all goes well, may
neve souwe dajs of r'esta

On the 5th, Caol. Scrioner was taken quive sick, having »0 jive
up Comuand of vae Brig. ana arter wmeih expostulation, was indused
0 0 to & house in e rear, sheve he is now improving when ! 1ms:
heard trom iiine '



My unealzih is entirely rcecovered ana I feel in mr usuval stase
of hajl) iness, wishing tne more every asy chas this was over, thas I
mizght join you in a haply hoie.

Have not seen @Gen'l. Gresham since -tie morning or July 3rd;
nor Dr. Payne for some time berore, bu: all 1s well with this Armr.

Have had no papers for many days and am in ignorance ot how
ertairs are in Vae. or hos you good people of the North spent vour
National Holiday. Here «e¢ had plenty ol music and gunpowder burnt
to suit the tasie of the mosy ardent; and 'twas ta some effect at
that and much yo the discomfiture of the Rebs.

But the sun is nearly down, the P. M. waiting my good pleasure
the Rebs sending an gecasional compliment, overhead, yet with all
I have time gna find it the ruling passion of my heart, to send you
and all at home my love. Kiss our boy and be no longer of the
blues.

Ever yours,
Dan.
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Chattahoochee River, @a.,
July IOth, I834,

My Dear Witel

: Your last letter of the I9th gontaining Frank's pho-
tographs came 10 hand this morning, mueh to my delight at hearing
from you and seeing the features of our bay, vhough I must confess
I would ¢all him anybody else's boy as soon as ours, so mach has he
changed sinte I left you; of course I should not have known it as
his pigture and yet metvhinks could I but see him I should find some
traces-af what he was that would tell me it was Frank. ‘He certain-
ly looks fat artd ehubby and more expression in his face than I had
looked %ro; would like to have seen the expression of the eyes but
'tis Qo dim for that. He seems 10 have lost some of his hair,
which makes his forehead quite prominent. Altogether we pronounce
him a fine looking boy and if he is as much handsomer Than the
piléture as Rliza says and so good as you tell of, he must indeed be
a model boy, I sha'n't say baby since his advent in boots and short
dresses. The ambrotype you sent has not yet come to hand but per-
haps it will one or these days. In fact the mall communications
seem 10 be handled in a very bungling manner with but little cer-
wainty of arrival or departure. I see going North 'tis quite as
bad; Irom tie way my letters come 1o hand or rather don't come.
Yet with s0 ldng a line of communication the only wonder is that we
can keep them passing at all and should e break at any time occur,
do not get the blues and fret into sickness for always rest assured
that we on the front are in good business, well and doing well.

By the way, I have not told you that we are engoying g quiet
Sunday; no duty ror our Regiment and no Rebs Uithin ritle range. -
Tne tagt is, that last night they transferred their bags and bag-
gage acaorss the river, vacating a line of extremely strong worka,
burned thie R. R« bridge, and today we have undisputed posgessian,
with oyr skirmish line advanced to the river on our front; while on
our rlanks, our troops have crossed over some two days since. This
leaves us eight miles by rail tfrom Atlanta, but when we shall ade
vance irdm here I cannot say: shall write you as we go, from time
to time.

Wrote.you last Friday evening from the picket line; on Bat.
morning just arver being relieved, came brderh t6 advance our linos
and drive the enemy into vheir. works. . Wee being on the grotnd,
were held 48 reserve vo the line, wniuh aboit 8 A. M. was &dvanced
in good stvyle, ariving the Rebs from their pits and capvhridg 12 or
thems But tnhe Brigade on our lei't not advaneing their lined| the
Rebs rallied rcom their works, came onto the letts or our 1inee
( 2Isv Ohio ) in heavy roree, driving them backe Altogether 'twas
& wara livtle aitair, vhe 2Ist losing jrezty heavily. They did no:
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prevd bagle to owr lines; so thgay we we:i@d nos ﬂrl_,db_tl, althaough yive
{ 5 )] 0l our boys were wounded by whe flying balls thas game arowud
us ratlier carclessly. Only one fo tne wounds was geyere. A@About

I1 A: M. 'twes all over .

We holding ar advance skirmish line, our Right resting in
their rifle pivs or she morning, our Regiment wag relieved angd we
came back t0 camp where resiy has bzen the order af the day sinae.
Expest we may move ¢loser vo the river tomarrow.

ol. Baribner is yet quite sigke I went to Div. Hospital thic
mporning to see him; find him yeak though better and witii orders to
report tb Med. Dir. at Nashville. He will go to Marietta ih the
morning and ake the first Hospital Train for yashvilley trom there
‘I presuwng he will go home, i s¢ he will tell you all the hews to
date. He hatved to go to the rear, sick. I really beliesve he would
prefer to lose & leg and go homs that way than to have to go back
sicks. 1 should preter the Jattér by all means and thittk the Qol.

- bad better go to the regr, for with his nervous nemﬁe1amsnt 'twould
be hard royr him to reeover while’on the front, tfresving continually
10 be on his horsee.

My healtll 1B good as ever; my tew days indispoaitiah was
quickly ocured when on tvhe march, = :

Have not heard from George yet. No transportation for baggazge
vet, though I should like much to have our books and papers just
now tnatv we might get our Reports off owr hands.

I find my limited srock of clothes on hahd arter the 0 days
campaign, sadly in nesd or replenishing or necessary repairinge
However, in a pifich I can stand i+ zor yet 60 days mare without
further changes

Don't expect to see ihe Paymaster till this campaign is over
anda you may not want %o ¢all on your iriends so often. but the mail
is now ready tqQ close and I must for the present quit.

See tvhey are getting vy a sg¢are in Maryland; but expeqt the
Loyal Home Guards and atherg will be able to atiend to this side
issue, while @(rant sonuipues hammering av Petersburyg or Richmond
and we au Atlanta.

Love to all at howe, Don't allow ihe blues to get the upper
hand of you. But wish rquetd Love,

I am yourk every
Dane. r'h ﬂl‘iifiﬁ,
Lite u‘:’lo 38th iﬂdu Vet. ?01.
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¢hattahoochee River, Ga.,
Saty Foth, IBGL,

Hy Dear Wiret

- Yesverday came to hand youi's oi July 5th- from Qory-
don, tle tirgtv news Y have had of your parrying out your intended
idea br.a sunmger visit. However, ¥ had antiecipated you were with
Bis, alvhoush ¥ have gontinued addressing you at New Albany; shall
now addrdss 16 Gorydon uptil you write me of your return.or i1l I
gome ror you, vhie lgtter T still hope to do. Hoh
- I wrote you on Bunday, telling of affairs up to that date.
Lhere {s now some prospevt of the Paymhster visiving us sooh udless
inaeed we pull up stakes some fine morning and start for Atlanta.

- Qeorge calng down voday bringing our baggage and papersy etc;so
that tor some time business will reizn SBupreme in camp. WUeorge
having received pay while wup, brings ®a posket tull¥® t6 lend his
iriends, s¢ thav we are %all 0. K. o He recoyered from his slizh.
atvhck oi Hickness and is looking well. ‘He met Ool. 8:i at Big
Bhanty en raute by rail for Nashville, quite sigke.

Have had nathing vo do sinde 1 wrote vou last; oMly & small
pieket rorce required dn the priver bank, while we have gone into
vemporary camp, 4re resting and enjoyifiy the hov days in shirt
sleeves, ‘and s}lippers uhder the forest trees. Qur Army or & por-
tion thereot, h&s ¢rosged the river to the left abové wg and pretiy
soon I expeot will he- qperating on the flank of Atlanta.

Yesterday dr'vernoon with Robert and Lt. Dewey, started for
Gen'l. Gresghat's quarters on the extreme.Right of the liné and
after mmoh tribulation and trouble tound them gomfertably Lixed, in
good health ana glad vo see us. Alighted, saon had supper { A good
one ) and then came %0 the condlusion tq stay all night} this I
- Tear gave friend Rabhitt some trdouble s to hunting up the negesg-
sary bed clothes, but that was ¥ixed gomtortable, a pleaspnt evenw
ing passed in oconvers@tion tild late &y right, when we retired to
forget the fatigyes and trialdg of the day. Airib? breakfast this
morning scoompanied By Bept. B. we visfted the zardfand then took
our departure for home, well pleased with ollr stdy tnd trip. The
Gen'l., and all about hiw are in good health and 8pirite gnd appear
elways glad 1o see their Hoosgier friends. The 23rd kre busy on
vheir books and papers, hwrrying up Reporis and Hedidvihs ad they
expect to 0 home qQn or about tnglggtn ulte.; that {8 the deti1¢ers
And non VeLgrans.

By the way, thgy have decided their yreference for _{]aEt, B.
Tor sneir Fleld Quficer and I rreswne e will be made Lit, 01_. I
am nearvily glad o1 iv as Babuiy:s jazkes g tip-to) Qi‘l‘icer. Searce-
Ly any or sheir Qiricers «ill remain with chem; however, I believe
VIEL W& bwre ol gile prograwse ol chelr rzenlistment.
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CGamv bagic ror several miles along the line or abapgdoned Repel
works and was astonished to see how vefy Formidahle nha'y_ were by
Lar the mogsy cbmplete and hardest to assault pf any line qf vorks
I have gyeyr seen. Here they had several thqusapd negroes at york
rfor months and yety they have ressed from they withaut pur having to
mesaukt iftewm ay any one point.  Thus have tvhey lest their stronge
hoka bgain afd thué say they leaVe till the ¥lagt diteh* is found.

¥ wrdse you ot havihg received Frgnk's photpgreph afid what I
thodyght of the boy, ete; Just now I haye repéiﬂed thie ambrotype and
dm mére thay pleaped with it, think it a good plature, ftar superior
vo the Yther. It shows the features, the eyeb and expregsiod of
coubtveriditue 5o mueh plainer. I shall take tare of the gem, Bus
how be Had shanged since ny leaving home, should never have recoge
'"nhed,,ﬁiw Ybu bertajnly sive him a m*f;’f sypply 61 ratiofd,

Uy my dear, I gt hurry tlils to a ¢ldHe, the sutt {8 even now
goiliy &dwh und I have Offigial Document¥ t¢ write ére dark ar sup-
per overtakes ige At the tgsk. : e o

Lgve 0 all at hgme, &1y the @kade, %iilia's-ana elsbwppre; es

peclally remembering frapdrpa, tell me' hov her heelth is. Has any
late hewd &rom Lide srriyed?

But for tbday, my dear, Qoodsbye.,

Ever your devoted husbhand,
Dan, F. Grisrfin,
te fok. 38th Ind. Yet. tol.

¢



" @Hattahoodhne ﬁiver,-ﬂ&., July XI5, {nr4.

My Doar Wires
@eorgo ydes North this afvernoon to join gpl. Saripe

fer at Nasnviilh br wherever round ahd ¥ rather qntiqiyate he wl}]
fleve w9 go rto uite Ohio ere he overtakes him. It sa you will doubte
less see Kim, a¥ he sayb afver looking at Prank's plcture that he
midsy see shat boy 13 he nas to go to Indianapalia to do 1t%; at
any rave ais going wiil hagteh this o you, although I can tell you
fowrin; Iater than constéined in my lest from here, in whiech Y gave
you & brief posbuny of wmy visity to gen'l. @resham, a ride with
friend Babbitt, erg. DOn arrival from there I Found books and o~
pers an hand, éincz'wqigh wime Returns aend Reports are the order’ of
the day. - . ' F '
: i am now in the midat of my Retwn of Orddants for 2nd Quarter
-f884 ana hope to Finigh it by the eloeinly of she evening mail. Ragd
I your Valuable assistanue, I doubtlebs would, a5 well as havipg it
sorrect, elshough the temptation to hhve a play with Prark would be
to0 great O rdgist. :

Have Beell ékpbdving Orders daily td oro8g the river, as our
Arihy le oloving in that dircotion) whert we do go, the lireb wili we
Bet for Atlantay &nd unless the RebB de far better than tHey have
heretordi's, 4t will ve but a quésvion of time a8 ¢ our gabjiﬂg 14,
Bnd that too § opitie, without running Full tilt against thelr heavy
wvorke, as the &rmy Qouweflder's dowr this way always. seem t thifi¥
aeliberatvely ere they ofdsy their troope td an assault. But push
10 the wall must fiew bs played with our grand Armieg while the
+aiders wre Harassinyg the lines of commmnication. 2

An daily expe¢ting an additfonal Qall from Father Abraham for
pore troops and ir my opinion the sooner the better as miny of the
non-yeterans are now gaing hoe and many more will, during the
Fall. e await with ifitérest fuither news from Washington; in
fagt the news trod there ik uo sohtrddictory that ¥ eannot gain &
eorredt ldea of the Reysl foides OF the danger 40 be apprehonded.
However, 80 blose to thy deaboard, large citied add fertile lartid,
I have Hp fears the rakders will sdon be en route for soutd aof tHe
Potomac, while Gpant wil) eoftitinue in the eveh tetor of His why &nd
I.trist to some purpose. Rverything qhiet with us, the Rebs Adt

- daring to atiempt & rearossing of the @hatialiooeches. I wrote y6u

of redeiving hoth ypictures and of how pleaied all are with she afm
brotypes Maj. and Dr. gury think him a *bully boy%, ag he is.
Whatv does @Grand-ma thisk of hig nowt But I must to work on fig-
ures and 8tatements, elpe I shall soon be too late for the mail of
toasye Am expecting & letier Lropm you soon, giving detalls of $or-
vaon lif'e and gosgipe
I will Yor wodgy, say pood-lLye.
: fver vours, Dan. ¥ Grifsin,

Favor or Lue Pevole
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dhattahvothee River, Ga.,
July I7th, I8%4.

My Deay Wife!

Yesterddy your levter o¢f the Ifth from home reaghed
we much to my yratirication, ror during theme few days of idlemesa
or ragt irom ective.f121d duty, we have more time to thilik and many
Wore thoughts t¢ direg¢t haomeward while tie wishes for newaiﬁeraase
in proportion. Rut T a fiot often left lomg to wais) i feév &
goubt it ufly in the whoke Gommand hesr se often from homd ed I uo.
‘And yiten £ think of thie belns dgne whike you $4AMK 10 ﬂjraﬁﬁy keep
b3§ the flies and wiritg R the same : tige™ L give you goish dredit
for indpatry ahd persgyprance. Expget you atid 8laver haye ydiir
hands Tull of triald apd troubles with ell the juventllep apouné
Youe . > 7 ; ; : ~
That rald into Maryland seems 10 bg on a large Lbhld_aﬂd.t?ﬂm

she yewspaper yepqrts that ¥ igve deen thus far, ‘tip bard to de-
zermine anytiing of thein nupberdy designd, &litcesses or defeats;
however, § have not the least Hdoubt huc they will sooh he en route
south 6f the Yotomag with thelr plitifer; and if suftered 14 get off
without & gound thrgshing, ¥ shadl be mistaken ag to phlﬂﬁiati&ﬁa
and dieappointed in regults.

Meantime let frant hamumer away at them, while we of this frmy
are nos ¥ ne ifdle, My apinion is, that eveh let u§ do tiqre thdn
hold oup preserit liMed, reelect Mr. Dingoin thig ¥all and the Gon~
federgoy will die out ere anathier Spring rolls around. Yét we exe
yeot to dq more than thip, ang firdy I should Iike to gse & LY at
pnte for Y, 00 to 50Q, 000 men and ready for the yield ere twe
monvhs mgre roll arownd. Should like to ses another Rsgiment
raised in the gpnd Pistrict; but ¥ heard that it was taikeg of [y
will ‘filey and ouvhers. Should this be g4, I fesy f¢is only ar el
e¢tiobering dodge tar War votes, yhioh wheh seguredy the Regimtent
will peg one 6f tvhe tiings thlked of. . = - : He:

Gan give you put little newsg Lrom hers as Y xnow 14 tle exospt
what ts golng ot hmnggiateiy arourid ug. Ant patifiod that moBt of
our troops are agross she rivery ahd we ghell provably crosg this
atterppoofs In tfaet had orders to muve at 8 A. M. today { 'tis now
twelve ) but arterwards countermandod. Brpect we will get dtarted
toaay or tomorrows The I7th Qorps movediybsterday R M., nhey'will
crosy {0 qui lLafte . . :

Gapt. Bakhity and Peyol leit night befdre ladt tor Marietta,
en route Northe Unleseg George is detained in Nashville, expedt you
will see hiin Ly or before tais reaghes Yyou. ;

Gen'l. Gresham was well at last acoountss in f£adt soldiers erc
not wmqly otherwise than well wnese slumes; no time Lor gettiﬁg sial,
witile pavions apre plenvitul with us.



Yesterday w#ent over to znd Plv. to rina Dr. Payne; heard of
nie having ¢har;e o: the Div. Field Hospital, and ajyter rinding
that he liad gone to Marietta on business expecting to return in the
evehing. Were 1t not 1or orders to move, should nave seen him to=
Gayt he is very well. ' .

Have just completed ay dinhery winding up with some of Qarpen-
ter'd Hard Tack Pudding, and have just cGme to & realizing sense of
this vedng Sunday. Have called the Ghapladn up to0 lecture him, but
he detlares he knew all avout §t and will preach if we don't march
very soons : : :

: Bhould Georgé visit you, I wish you would have bring me, on
nle retyrn, 21l my Retained Popies of Qranance Returls from 4th
Quarter 188250 4sh Quarter I863. Bring all the pabérs in package
with them; also all novf¥es from the Ordi Dept. of receipt of Re-
turis. Fhe Retained Copy of Return made while at htwe, { for time
a8 Ord. orticer flen'l. Regley's Cammnd ) you need not send. But
saend the eckaowledgment of-ite recelpy apd qorrectness from the
Rept.; also the last apknewledgmwent I gent you for the Ist Quarter
I884:  Also want my Qomadssion as Adjt., Majop, and Lt. §ol. You
fiad better write to Eliza of this, as George may nqt come to Gory-
ddne. . vaou1¢ write t0 him but the #geribral% has just sounded and
we will be off to another ocamp in a fev minutes. : -

I think all my Retwrns ang the papers with the Acknowledgménts
are tigd up in packagdb, 6he packeage for eadh Quarter, ' :

But foy today; enouzh. Will write you again, telling of eur
whereabouts sagh a5 logaged. .

Love ¢¢ al] at home. : .

Your devoted hﬁaband;
Dan, F. Griffin,
~ Ls. Col. 38gh tndai Vet. Voi.
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Threé Miles soutiienst of UhattBhoocheea River,
July 19qh, 1884.

My Pear ¥iret '

" I wrob® you last just on departure fpam camp north
of Shattahopghee, an Bunday: ednce which time we have been on the
trone, Prosged thé Piver on pontoorn bridges withomt opposition, a
Dav. of the 4th Oprps thaty ¢nossed ahqve, haying come down to clear
the front. 2nd Div. of our Corps grossed firat; we second, taking
posivion on thedr Jeft, and moving fopvard our Brigade in line,
dreve the ertemy's skirmpishérs dbout a mile; then halted for the
night. Yestelday drdve thém near twe miles, and now occupy the
lipe of Peach fiee cresk,dn thé fthed side of which they show some.
foreg. Oyyr Dive has heen yeljeved Lrom the frort this morning, and
re are nov enjeying ourgelyes restips, expecting to remain hers tine
%41 pomornow.

. Meantimb owr Lpfy 1& swinglng around and pretvy soon owr guns
will ve fng muedo s the Atlantans| midsic thdty they i1lke 1ittle
to hear. L ekpedt we phail find thdm B¥tongly enbibfighed somewhere -
vethebn hdare hhd thére; byt if a¢, then wé wil)l doubbdieds dpevate
ot thetr fiankg. 4 be nét unedsy, f6f the Army 18 moviig with
mueh oaption and wiletis they coms out o meet udy I expdct the céme
padzn will assume mpre shg character of & siege than df an asshult
ori thHeir 14nes. The reported capiures of Atalnta that you read of,
are all prematire. e |

~ In my lagt I wrdte. yon to serd ne my Commissipn and reteined

‘sopies of Urd. Returng ané the acknoelglgmenth of thefy receipt and

pxamination frem the Ord: Dept. 'Thése tc be Hent by @edrgs shemld
he get up &8s tar ad homgt should yod 1ot seg him or not recelve the
letter in time to send by him, dqn't Re annoyed abdlit, £y, I may
have pe use f0x fhem, but ¢nly degire them in case p€ contingency,
Should yoy heaxr of any other peraqn coming direct here, you might
send by himj Col. 8. far extunple on hig rettirn; bLut only dg &sq if
it is convenient| dén't updertake to make & trip to New Albany far
yhe ypurpose of sé¢eing {t¢ dong properly, as 'tis no{ of such {mport«
ance %o meé t have tifdm. I only tHouighs 'twould he easy tq get
them by George. .

Nothing later whan yourd of the foth but 1 consider all weii
and enjoying yours®lves as can be dbéne i Hooster. & few days wiil
place us in stich positidn that I can zive you more satisfautory e
courbs of affairs, =nd Write you a point clbser ta, if nét iIH Ats
lanta., Thus 12y all has certainly worked well. Our f£drees all
asross the riveyr, several br{dsces up, trains ove¥ and 4)] doing
well; with plenty of rations. But I mdet hurry to cldsdy the mail
starting {n g rew minutes. My love t6 &ll, kiss ¥rank for me; be
of 00d ¢heer, happy and enjoy your viait.

Ever your devoted hushand, :
Lt. Gol, Dan.
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Ia ¥Front ot Atlanta, Ga.,
Two Bnd a halrl Miles from the City,
Saturday Morning, July 23rd, I864.

Wy fear Wite:

Yoy will sde from the heading that we draw close to

the Re R. center of Bas, and well to the center of the Confederacy

and s¢$l1 he work of approaghing, goes on: while their roads south
Bre beinb dut &4e bad if hot worse than are Lee's lines from Rich-
wond, . The road grst, %0 Aususta is in Qur possession, the road
avﬁﬁﬂwast 10 Whet Pognt and Mohtgomery, is badly cut up by Rous-
seau's rorces; while the réad to Macon is their only one open; and

. for ahizht I knbdbw, thisg may bLe damgged, as our (Javalry are'opera—--

tdng in that directiopn. Adviges 0fficial are, that ROuaaeau,haa
teken Talladega] and from gebel papers and prisoners we learn that
he has taken 0pe11ka, Tfuscadolia and some say, Montgomery, and that
He has shils fdr degeated and driven all opposition., Should the
forces from Vioksbyry and Hatchez be gqually successful and join

‘himy I app no reason why Mobile should not be ours at an early

date; for all &gres thyt but few troops were left in that vicinity,
everytiin; available, even to vJoe Brown's Pets® ( .the Gov's. Ga.

_niliqaa, ) a8 the Rebel ¢roops call them, have been giien to John-

son's Ariny to meey ms. By the way, Johnson has gone to Righmohd to
take Qommand qf the Ya. &rmy, while Laq acts as Commander in Chief
of the @onfederacy, lgaving Hood in ¢ nd of the Rehel Army here.
I wroté yol from our last positioﬁ, two miles in rear of this,
on the 2Ist: that afterneon our lines advanced, the 3rd Brigade
leadfny: orf, drivins theift skirmish lines, capturiﬁg; 29 of their
sharp=stiooteéys and ebtablishing our first line of battle within 400
yds. of wjheir maln, heavy }ine ot earth works. This was done under
heavy fire, but odr losg wag very light; the 38th losing one killed

and one wounded. The rowshness of the round rotected our Advance

trom jheir Art{llery, Afheir shot and shell flying for the strag-
hlers in the re&r, rar above Our heads. At dusk our Brisade 'line
was established and &oon wé had & line of works to defy. them. About
ITI P. M. their dkirmishers ( who were not more than 70 yda. in
Iront of the 38th in thedr risle pite ) ceased firing; and contine
ued silenve led ws to Lelleve shey were leaving. By one o'clock o
continuous advance showed their rifle pits esmpty, ahd before two we
occupiled their mmin line of heavy works; they havin; cleared od? 12
their last line in rroént or the City.

vesterday early, we advanpced and by npon in paaiticn heye,
within Artillery ranse o thely works, our next move will nring Hs
douttless in ritle ran_;e of them. Yesterday P. M. very heavy
ricntdn, wes ieard on tie Left, we have not heard the rashlt (tre
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thet thard wb were sticcessiul # holding all poainiéns and making
some advencep. The worst we hear 18, theat Gen'l. M¢Pherson wag
kjilied; we helr hy a (avalry dash on the rosd in the rear whére he
w#as moying. Y745 8 heavy 10sd 10 the Army of the Tenn.

Ny aﬂ,ntpn fs that we shall scon have Atlahta and I would noy
be. abrpmged if they have not plready madse their last hapd fight
now ere they evadtmte. 6hould any opinim‘: praove tme, { trust it

may give us & short rest, altiioush to keep t.h.g.a Rabel &rmy efigaged

is yital, a8 they might Le spirited avay o Ya Bt iet that be
done and wé areh ghrowsh &a. an:i ,lla.. with no reglgtance of megni~

X wrote you of reuaivw yours of the faf.h wi‘r.h ua;at.er' ban“s
icturs. -We are enjoying to4ay & coo},, Jleagant morhing aad one of

RN me {qe n having completpd thei?r works yebuverday, we ave furthe

e'more fnigghedted by rirle vdlls, qur ‘Bkirmiahere veing from J42 to
daq OF & mile in adwgnee and the ‘qug have rot deélgtied to give us g
$hE;L:L frdn thedr forts, I faty, 41l meems to £#o on relj,, while -
your: frienﬂa and husbeng, so the seme W4y

2 0%alogk Pe M.

io later news to tell Yoy l%nbl aoxie & dakh oh oty gkirmish
line put® uid pot guclesd in moving them; if they cannot do that,
they Hag betyer Kedp.aleayy well oleary af qut peln Liveg,

grega grape 'ple ‘for dipner taday, vent tp by favpentery who is
in the reay I-2 mile, qoing good. duty fdr these Headqqart.ers.

Liove t6 818 and all at homaas

#®vey your devVoted husbang,
~ DPap. ¥s Gristin,
- Lt Qo). 38th Ind. Vet. yols
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In thie Field, .
Four Miles in Front ai- A*lz otz
P o ki, JiiE v ._'_.:-‘, 2 . Feaa

My Dear Wire: . i f'
Have just time ere the mail leaves ulie Iine Lo y¢
all well and the campaign going on vigorously ana welle'w f“,~
Yesterday the Rebs c¢ame out to meet'us, noping to tind ns in
some confusion after. crossing Peach Tree Creek tne nishi Lefore;
but they calculated wrongly. They comsienced ths Attack on' 20tn
Corps, ( Hooker's.) extenaing to our Div., engesing and aasau%nin;
fariously ﬂooker's Yine and the. lines ot the Ist Bri»aue, ,bat 1o no
_purpose, tlley vere everywiere handsomely rerulsed with mucq lﬁauo
Our Brigade was next on the wight of' the Ist, Lutv naving ‘a goot
. chosen vosition, thev dared noT try us, &ltinough diviﬁgius nan*'ana
' mach Artillery practicce.
¢capt. Pfrimmer, Co. E, was badly wounded, but we think not se-
riously. Last night they withdrew theirs lines ( the Rébs ) with
many sore heads. Today our lines have advanced half a mile.

e My health good and rriends all well. Ilave just received yours
of the I5th, with Dan's ‘picture; am glad to see the boy. Maj. says -
"how in the world did they keep him still long enoughv. ¥ I .next -
want Tillie! 85 . and. vhan ‘big snough to sit alone (. 1ike our, boy )
Zetta's. 8

Love to all at home. Am glad you arse having a pleasant time.
Love to all.

&
u‘

Your devoted husﬁana,
Dan. F. Griffin,
5 Lt. Col. 38th Ind. Vet. yol.
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Tn Pront of Atlente, Ga.,
July 28th, I1864.

iy Dear Wire:

Two days ago our Brijgade was relieved from the front
line the first time since leaving the river and rizht good use are
we making of our resting time; if you call resting, working for
many hours per day on back Reports, Returns, egc, etc. Today will
almost clear the record, just in time to commence Aug. Ist on a new
lot. . But for all this, 'tis p-eferable to the front, for we have
none of the ex¢itement that brings you to your feet 1nstanter,.in
fact 'tis quite a relief to know you have two good lines in froht
of you to0 pay asttention to the vJohnniesw, while we enjoy our naps
with boots, spurs and coats off. Close io our line was a vacated
cottage house, which T have taken possesesion of and am now living .
in doors, annoyed almost o0 death by the flies, one,of the follow-
ers of civilization or some civilization. Althouwsh close to the
rebellious fort on our front, not more than & mile, the house is
close to the Command. So near to the fort are we, that I imagine
did they know the occupants, they would make us take to the works
occasionally; as it is however, their attention is drawn to the’
Batteries to our lef't thas pound away at them day and night, and
they have no shell to spare in our direction.

This morning a citizen made his appearance looking for some-
where to place his family, his house Leinis hetween the lines, and I
. don't know but I shall have to share with him the hospitalduies of
the country. He claims =0 be Union and of havin; hi1d :rom the Rebs
etc; all of which may be true, thoush we look upon such statements
with a #reat deal ot allowance. He is the f'irst able Lodied man
( ecitizen ) I have seen this side of the river and he is perhaps
forty-1ive years oi age. In fact the country is perfectly barren
of everything and the great proportion of the property coing to
wreck, *uin and wasse, I expect ddd I not occupy this tenement, it
would ere this have Léen transferred into sleepin: apar<ments for
the camps. Indeed; War in Ga. looks much as you might picture 1t
after readins the histories of (onquests; and yet I believe 'tis
best it should ve so; these people must Le brought to want, ere
they acknowledze the Government; they must.feel the i1ull weight of
their transgressions and perhaps it may not be more than a just
retribution for their crime of treason. 'Tis really pitiable,when
we think a readjustment of our difficnlties cannot be effected
without 8ll this sufterinsg; but so it is written.

By the way, while on the question of peace, I think the late
proceedin;s at lilazara Falls were i'or no other than ploitiecal pur-
poses, hatc:.ied into existence Ly our Democratic brethren in league
with the traitors of the (lifton lMouse. WNow I cannot say this of





