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Graysville, Ga., May 2nd, I8s4.

My Dear Wiie:
The evening passed in playing a rubber at euchre

‘w1th the Col., Major and George, arter wich for want or something

betver to eat, we indulged in a small piece of bologna, a glass of
water and all have now gone to bed but me. I feel that I must have
a short talk with you in hopes it may start North in the morning,
tor with the rising of the sun, comes the preparation for our Div.
to be on the move to Ringgold. 'Tis but a short march, five miles,

“we mov ing at eight, so that the afternoon I think, will find us

encamped in the neighborhood of my old friend Mrs. B, If she yet
inhabits the mansion of former days I shall pay my distresses and
verhaps come in for the last old hen. Perhaps if found I might
persuade her to take boarders and send for you and Franke Don't
you think you would thus enjoy life on' the banks of the Chickamau-
gat . _ : B

Do not think our movement is yet the opening of the campaign
in this quarter, though it may come at any moment. O0f course our
comnanders will know the proper iime. We expect to encamp at Riag-
gold and xrom there I shall 'write you next; perhaps often. Touaay
no mail ror us and disappointient of course; tomorrow we shall get
it and I am very contident my dear wife has remembered me therein.
I wrote you on the 30th, the happy anniversary or r&ther the“anni-
versary of our hapriness.

But I have some news to tell you; the 38th is no 1onger of the
old and honored Ist Brigeade, having been transierred to the 3rd,

( Starkweather's old Brige ) this places Col. Scribner in Command
of it and accounts for the change. 'Tis a very flattering testi-
monial to him certainly. The .Brig. is & good one, stronger in num-
bers than this and ol excellent material: in it we meet 8ll of the
old 7th Brigade ot I882, ( Negley's ) so we g0 not among strangers.
Am glad for the Ool's,[sake that the change has been effected;
aside trom this, our Ziisections are with the o0ld Ist; but soldiers
have to take everything as it comes, making but little difrerence
what we do or are, so that duty is the word.

George i;oes with the Qol. as As A. A. G, and Lt. Van Dusen
succeeds him at these Headquarterse. _George enters into the change
with muen spirit ana seems pertectly happy; strange what revulsions
come over the minds of sowme peopleld But where the changes are for
the best, I think it risht to help advance them; better confess =zn
error with a good grace tilan continue taereine

Hercarrer yom will aadress me in the Srd Brigs., Ist Div,,
I4tn A. C., Depte Cuwtberlana.



414

Yesterday I did nov write you, Sunday thoush it was, for iy
last was amiled to you onat morning, I nowever, went to @Qhurcn in
brother Carson's big Meeting House, and in the ariternoon with the
Mejor, took & short rido, made 8 lew valls, atiended Divine Serviee
in the Ist Wise., reiurning to camp in time for Parade; evening
yassed in the Surgeon's tent in general conversation.

Curry has not again handed in his papers, though his health
does not improve. I rather think he has made up his mind to help
us througnh the campaign. :

Friends all well and Col, peculiarl; satisfied with his new
position, Remember me to Mrs. Scribner; the change will doubtless
be very agreeable news to here e £
: The weather is yet cold for the season; today I have had fire
in my tent all the time and tonight 'tis quite colde. -

Hoping and praying that you are well and that the days of Re-
bellion may be nearly out, I am with much love,

Ever yours,
Dan. F. Grifiin,- .
Lt. Col. 38th Ind. Vet. Vols.
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Ringgold, Ga,, Evening, May 4ih, '64.

My Dear Wife:

I wrote you the night of the 2nd irom Graysville,
telling of our expected march oif next day, which came off promptly
as laid down in the wsmall bills¥, leaving our old camp at 8 A. M.,
and arriving here about noon; going into camp on the banks oI the
Chickamauge and in every way rather improving fhe camp and quarsers
elthough we miss much our friendly and cheertul fireplace, not hav-
ing built one here, as during the day 'tis so very warm that 'it-
-would be folly to commenge such, and yet at night we are almost
foreed to' g0 to bed to keep comfortables The Maj. has now turned
in, I think under that influence and Cole S., who:was down from
Hdqtrs., has left me saying I am no more comfortable than his =
cheerless tent. Our evening games are in consequence much broken
into and Y feel more like going up to join the boys in their danc-
ing exercises tnan to do anything else, except write to you. By
the way, that letter so sanguinly looked for on the 3rd has not yvet
dome tQ hand.

But I know ¥ am taxing your patience and womanly curiosity,
for were I to join you how, your anxious inquiries would be as to
the whereabouts of my old iriend, Mrs. Browhe Alas! how long
‘shall this desolating War wage over this once fair land! Today my
search for the above mentioned persecuted woman resulted in total
failure.

Approaehing the site of her late: princely mansion, expecting
momentarily to see the droves of hogs and dozens of chickens and
those two cows that had strayed in the woods, and then-the beaming
countenance of mine hostess; think of my feelings when I tell you
that neither hog, chicken, cow. nor countenance looked up at my ¢Om-
ing, nor shouted at wmy approach. No, nothing but the third of: the’
magnitricent stone chimhey remains to tell the story of her woesk ofu
all else not & vestigg remains. Gone, gone with the *Yanks® or-
the ¥nasty Rebs® I can't tell whiche. Suffice to say, no more Mrs.
Be. lives where Mrs. B, used to live and no Mrs. B's. house stands
where Mrs. Brown's house used to stand, and no big mill stands
where Mrs. Brown's goodetor-notning ®wosser halr® used to "make
more trlour than any Other man in Tenn.® In short nothing rcmains
to tell the story, not even & juvenile member of the Brown family.
Thus are those havly assoclations forever rent asunderi: Such is
War in Gal T e ;

Passing the ruins in company with ¢ole. S. and George, we dis-
wwonnted at Gen'le Baird's Headquarters in the town and shere met
many or wthe notables of wiie Army, irom Gen'l. Thomas d0dne Gen'l,
Baird, naving had a hasty inzroduetion to your son Frank, toasted
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O nis nealth in vie Senuine.ariicles T did not ‘sip in the a-dnk
as I use the article only in extreme cases, such 3 when,atter g
alvernoon sc¢out on White Oak Riage without vaser sana on 1r'oot, a
mouthiul was very accel.vable. I believe tnat is the only oceasion
or my indulging.since leaving you; & pretty good boy for the Army,
am I not? You see i don't belong to the class that wounld f{ear to
kiss tuelr wives, I only wish opportunity oftered to do so.

Met Major Lowry, you remember him as ot Gen'l. Negley's Staii,
also Qapt. Btone with whom Mrs. Scribner is acgainted, and he by
vhe way, cawe ena took tea with ua. Leaving the town, for there
yer svand many houses but precious few inhabivants, we moved north
about a wmile to ¢all on Dr. Payne, who is now Brig., Burgeon of Ist
Brig. ( Morgan's j or zpnd Div. ( Davis' },but. unt'ortunately on ar-
‘rival mipged the Dre., he having gone to his hospitals. Expect we
shall meev him some of these dayse.

I wrote you souewhat of the concentlation of a part of our
troops in this direction; I could tell you little did I tell you
~all I knowy but lest misman&gement or ill luck should befall this
message, 1 will-say nothing of numbers or position, only that we
shall, when weé ao move, go with such strength and contidence as
never before went with the Army or the Cumberland. 8o have no
Tears ror the result; though the Louisville Journal and New Albany
Ledger may croak terribly; pay no heed to them. The crisis must
came and the sooner perhaps the better.e I do not think we shall
have much to do atv an early date in the Centver, even thoush we
should move early tor I have no idea tiiat we shall ¥butt up¥ very
hard against such positions as Rocky Face. I look for nothing
short of Dalton and perhaps not much this side of Atlanta, Mean~
time when we do edvance, have contidence in our strength and just-
ice of the cause we uphold, tvo sustain you high above all fears:
and should the mail racilities prove bad or even should they be
broken altogether tor a time, be or good heart tor I feel vhat all
will be well. -

Now I am not writing thia because of any orders to move, for
such ig not the case; perchance we may remain here weeks or months,
though I think the lagter-improbable, but merely to school you to
what may be expected.@n the transmission of mails at'ter we do start
that you may not meet with disaprointment should the looked for
letters not arrive on time. But rest assured of one thing, that
¥ou shall hear as otf'ten as opportunity ofters.

Today the Paymaster of the Brigade made his appearance and is
noy working up the Rolls and I trust will be able to pay in a few
aays. 'Twill be a glorious good thing it 1t can be done bLefore the
camnpaisn opens ana I think the chances are all on our side. Should
it prove so, vou inay look tor a check witnin the next week. By the
way, did you receive a $20.00 note in one of 1ay letters lrom @rays-
ville ¥ 1 sent i along siinkin: yom shd Frank would wans 1t ere
lonze.
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Elize writes that ne is the thanasomest and sweetest ciils in
tile country¥; but you mugt still retain a warm spot in yowr hieart
ror youwr Soldaier Man as well as your Soldier Boy. You will won't
you ¢

But I mmust think ‘of saying good-night, go out to the Dr's
tire for I hear @eorge and the Chaplain there, warmp my feet pLrepar-
atory to wakening the Major from his slwabers,

: We are gevting along nicely in the new Brig.; to old soldiers
it matters but little where you place them, they are the same al-
wayse Qol. and (george are messing with ns, though -they will organ-
1ze a mess at their Headquerters soon. We are encamped close along
side of them and quite at home. Lit. Dewey has been appointed Aid-
de~Qamp on the (Jolonel's Staif.

Your triends all well and desire to be remembered; for mysels
you have my all, much Jove; while to your good, sweet boy, give
wany kisses from hfs soldier parent. Be oi good cheer and write me
of your rides and other pleasures.

Love to all at home.

Your loving hupband,
Dan. ¥ Griffin,
Lt. Col. 38th Ind., Vet. Vols.

7
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Rin;:old, Ga,, May B8th, 1864.

My Dear Wite:

Your kind, good letter of the Ist reached me this
ar'ternoon just in the midst of Orders and lreparations t0 move to-
morrow morning. I am 6 slad it came, as it may be some days hence
ere another mail will reach us. Your letter previons to 1t has
not come to hand, perhals it will at'ter a while.

We move tomorrow to the front, but others a¥e tHeru before use
and I think the Rebs will soon have to vacate the tfamous Buzgerd
Roost, -“T think afteirs are working in sttch & manner thatiwe will
gatn Dalton with 1ittle else than a skirmish, and pemﬁpﬂ,_,pmas on
atv once for Aiplantd. JI reports are true of the Rebs a@ing weak-
ened their forge in frant of us to go to the asaistanoa of: Lee,
they had beuvter look sharp ror their Georgia Qapitaly £ his Arny
is moving in such strength as it never beiore moved. tiam;almos+
as mech in ignorance of the moves as you, but know Bdme __ng of the
strength, ' s

You will doubtless arver a while, nave many repartﬁ fr&m this
front; to all of whioh give but little oredence; the sengation re-
rorters are along and will have their say always. I am fearful I
way not have chanoces oy communiaating with you often, as we shall
outstretoh the Re Re rar, in our rprogress or I am mnah mi%taken:
theret'ore be not, uneasy or cast downh at not hearing from mﬂ. Ever
think that tnpxe*&s & Providence that guides all thingu right and
well; truly I feel tihere is mush truth ih this and that’ T have ever
been an okject of Divine care. I go forward now full of Hope as +o
the ruture, believing our cause to be just and right, and Hoping
thet advance may prove one ol the speedy remedies of reatoring
leace to our houmes.

We are just now sending to Ringgoldg tor atorage, our extra
baguage and will move trom hére light, with no inguwsbrandes, only
one wagon o the Regiment and no tentg. I take a tent fly and am
rejoiced at this prodedure, fror in campaigning, I want 10 80 for
work and nothing else; that done, send for your comfbrtg. even to
include your wife and baby and take the world easy when you can.

! amd hopeitul thav Grant may accomplish his ends, though the
powers are massing against him, yet he has ever proved such a stra»
eglest ror nwabers, that my confidence is nov in the le&st ghaken.

We have here 8herman, and it I mistake not, yoli may look for
- &ome ol the grandest moves of the War,

Should we penetrate whe enemy's country far, of course mails
will ror same .ime be suspended; i1 so live in hope that all is o
ing righy, have nocr ulie blues buu bs eéver cheerrul, bright and con-
tenceal Frank will be yow beau, vake you vo ne couhtryy out driv-
Ll e e
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I receive ui,h -sraoce gt seokdin: aboai Llie jgone
) 3 - 5 2

¥ basa =um
ndt sorry I sea. in, have =y an zaple sunply o bun, o8vage
stamnps ana by e way, the Paymaster has ceen in iwlie Brisade for

W0 days, bus nos yei able to pay use. He has our Rolls and should
we only move a shioru disiance 1o the front, may 1ollow us and pay
theyres. I should like to have it wo send 10 you, but if OGrders 1re-
vent it, I know vou will fare well with home friends.

Still cantinue your welcome letters, they will reach me in
time. ; .

My horse is improving all tvhe time; healith never betier, weath
er rine, and everything in shape tor a campaign. Expect I shall
nave mueh to write you i1t time and ghance will permit.

Am glad you like that dre ss apd admire my taste, was always
noted for good taste; were it not 80, I should not have had my 1lit-
tle wife, should I ¢ Wish I could join you and select another. In
my absence you will have the duty to perform yourseli or have Franl
do iy f'or you. : :

Remember me t9 friends and lovg to all at home. If you go see
8ister, tell her ¥ shall write her Boon if I can, then you cen give
her all the hews. :

Now that the hew habit ig tf'inished, I expect to hear muoch of
rides. But the sun goes down and I must tlose, as the mail must be
taken to Div. Hdqtrs. tonight.

Perhaps we may make but a short move tomorrow; other iroops
lef'v here yesterday moving in the same direction but are nov far
to the front. I hear nothing oi the enely.

wWith much love, ever yours,
Dan. F. Griftin,
Lte Ool. 38th Ind. Vet. Vol.

I do want a picture of the seventeen pound boy: tell him I
want it and I know he will be still and sit up like & man or sold-
ier, as he is.

Dani i '
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Tunnel Hill, Ga.,
Sundown, Satwday, May 7ih, Iga4.

My Dear Wite:

I wrote you last evening frog Ringgo}d of our ex-
pested march vo the front, and here ye are ipn poesession of Tunnel
K11l and Tunnel Hi}l Ridge, I think without the }@ss of & man, at
leakt rrom our Diy. The Rebs made some show &8t a mtand pup after s
very light skirmish aftd a fer shpus from our Arvillery, left. ué in
8 hurry. " We entered the tvown shout IZ M. and have poddésaion of
all tle appréashes vo }t, pasg pﬁ through thejr eamp and Halting ,
Fed our tired horges {rom well rilled yrqughg of dorn that seemed
10 haye Qeen abandinpq yery hastily. Ron't knOw what their loéases
if apys  Are noy bivouaged for the night, swaiting a light supper
which will soon he annqunced. THe day has been a terpibly hot one,
the men suffering pugh, and as the day wore on many. threw away
their knapsacks and hiankets rather than ocarry them. We Haa & few
sheil 8ing over us dwring the day, nothihg more. (annot say what
may e done tquorrow, but the faet of its belng Bunday I hopé may
give us & aay of rest. o

¥ see By the papers today that @rant it reported moving, and I
think the Confdderagy will have mueh 10 contend with during the
wonth. Peseibly falling back may save them for & while, but the
innibhee Arimies dow moving, musty sodher or later make them feel the
weight of their blows.

0ole., feorge and Btaff are well and doing well, likeyise the
samé of these Headquariers. We are wmoving light with but one wagon
to the regiment, and as Hobert has Rrrived with 6urs, we shall
§lesp camtfortably tuidér a fiy for the night. ,

All thus far hag gbifie well and T trust may conuviriue 80! be
gheerful, hopeful and happy &8 you oan, for I feel all will go well
with us; and I trust it may be to such an extent gs will ¢ldse 4p
the War dwing she 8umser. But I will rnot spegulate dh this, let
us wait and sbb the workings of our present moyes.

I wrote you of haying received your good 1ohg letter of the
gnd and hope others may reaoh me while oA the campaigh.  Our mail
comes up vdday erid ¥ hope 10 send this t6 RiHgydld in the morning.

: t notibed the wurkmen builﬁihg the R. R. this side of Ring-
gold; should we be rortunate ehough to go into Dalton magn, which I
think we will if we go ror it, rail communidasibn will soén be
opedn. I wish I were to spend the Sabbath with you ahd Fyrank than
as I will in these woods, hut as it cannot be, I must be dontent as
best I gans T know you will think ol me or'ten ana forget fie Aet in
Jour prayerse

Love to all sy home,

Ever yours, dearest,
Lt. Ool. Dah.



Buzzard Roost, Ga.,
Tuesday Morning, May IQth, I8864.

My Dear Wife: e

: : - Seatod on the north side of thig, the mest difffeult
o Weorgls mountaia pagses, the sharpshooiers from the swmmit and
¢ragh of which make bullets whiz apove our heads in vain, we await
patiently wie movements on the Flanks, whigh I trust sQon may be
&ble vd tufh this positfon. T dp nov look upep it as probabls ‘that
a direst a&i'ﬁlt ytli be gade on the Franf, as8 it would doubtless
entail nuahiiuﬁﬂ.. ¥oip mouniain garge passed, :eiphall have fair
siiling for Atkhitd, ag whe meuntaing geasq in
#otith ¢f hpre. e : e S th

© Unsil yestperday afterngon we were rnos inder fire, but &bout 3

o'qldgk oertssed she pmall evreek to the support of Gen'l, Qar}lih's |
8rigadéy who were to fea*_tpe enemy*b position on tle side of the
mgimivalny erosaing the cereek in full view of the snemy from the
mountaif 8lumnit. The Ist Beginlent had but just emerged into afl
dpea field we had to croda, 'when with swo pdeces of Artillery, they
poured it in }ivedy. We followed ir the setond line ahd had one
men woundedi and gapt. Land regejved a dlight hruike frog & piege
of ehiell; he remaipg with his Cos A fev minytes placed us under
cover of the mountain, but untfortunately theéy got the range on g
Regimerit on our left| and thejr se¢Bnd shell exploded on qur left,
xilliding Jesse Be. Wilstn, Oo, 0; and wounding Japt. Davis, Lt, Mér- -
:nua-ﬁqd wwe oghers of tiie Qompany. The wounds are nog serious.

inoé thAt time we have had, and I trust we yill have fioc more. If
ve ean Rut for'ee shem fraem their work# at this point, my opinion is
that they will he used up.

Qol., Beorge, Major and others are ¢lose around me, have just
finighel & oup of 40ffee; redd the last paper and Offipinl Dis-
pAtches announoing the suocest of @rant and are in'ilprtop spirits;
likewise {n the whole Army ald jin time will doubtleeq ageomplish
what all loyal hearté are yishing for. Pl Wi -
| The following in €aditipd tg the wouhded wiready mentioped
somprise our 1des. Privatep Joesph Baker, James Meranda, severely;
Jhmes Mustgin, lighvly, of Yo. 8! " Wm. Bobinso# of fo. K James
gartwright of Go. D, slightly: privates Bishop-4rid R. B, Harbrough,
do. A, sevelfely wdounded by gharpghooters todays e :

This MDrning rll is quiet in a great measure, orly the dharp«
shooterg on sither side having their fun without damige to any one.
The weaiher which has been hot enough the past f'our days for the
middle of August, ie this morning tamnfortable, with ifidications aof
rain.

Qur boys beghaved hangsamely yesterday under the terrifie
shelling; recruits and alle

great measure,
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I trust tq be gble to write you next without relating more
casualcies. You might send an extract from uhis to the Ledgey if
you cha@se, &t any ratve the list of casual .iecs.

Be nQt uneasdy, we teel here perfectly safe, while the same
Provecting Power seems to be around us and I trust will carry us
gag'ely through the trials of the campeaign,

¥eo all hope vhat the early sucdess of Grant may be fallowed up
by dher and more glorious results.

Our Qompgnies ju§t in from the gkirmish line are now bugy with
their coffee and eraakers; sesure, puv think the sharp-shooters
might d¢ léast cease firing until they tfinish. :

Love t9 all st home, kiss: pur boy for me, and all be of good
shier and hdpefild untii the trials are passed.

Evey your devoted husband,

Ban. ¥. @riffin,
Lt. Bol. 38th Ind. Yet. Vol.

#i
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Buzzard Roost, @a.,
Thursday Morning, May IZth,I884,

My Dear Wite!l :
A Have but just timeé to write you & few lineg while

awaiting whe passage of = Div. of troops, whigh when passed, we

up the line and follow; whence, I ecannot sgy but time will
gpont develop. Were relieved from the front lime yesterday, or
rather lasy fight when we rétired vo the rear, had & good supper at
LT Q'8i00k, & very gdvd aslesp anﬁ nﬁt feel much refreshed aﬁd ready
for whe march,

I wroté.yon on the IOth giving & svatpént of eatualties up td
that time, sinece Iﬂpn we NHave had Ho Others. Have fot yet made an
asfmult on the position of the Rebs here -as T think everythifig de-
Bired is baing #ocompkished in a Wettpr and more satisfﬂbery m
et and no signs of weakness that. 'We shotild pess arguhd. thp troops -

Uf the endmy.

fHink 1t very doubtful ahout your receiving this very prqnptly
tut 'twill be wvhe latest dates when frrived, #nd at whieh time 01
your griends are well and in good spirite. ¥as gonsideradly Fex= ¥
freajibd yesterday by the arrival of yours of the 8ih end hope 1y ;
get other Mementoes of remembrance soor again. Am thank¥ul indeeqd,
shat you and Yramk coatifgue well and dor't want you 10 worry about
owr potltidgi 4g all s going well. My dear, I think you should by

- #3) meanp have sGwme one to help you take oare of our dbay, ‘tis too

mioh for yous 'Tds far petter thit you ahould have & nurse than *
that you should make yourself sidk. Do act on this and by al)
means take sugh meapures a8 will bent, gseaure your heult;h' this, you
know ils true sognomy.

You kngw we gat started rram Ringgold just on the gye of pay-
mentv angd will now have 0 weit the yeeult of the campaign era the
Paymagters cap folloy us. MNeantime you had hettgr pee Mr. Mann
about the time you might procure the f£irst interest on the 5-20
Bopde in hie keeping, or vhat mighy be still better, have him sell

‘for ypuy one or two or a5 mapy as necefisary af the ‘IOO¢OO anﬁs‘

this will perhpas he t 1:;3 vest plap for you to pursue and thid 131.;-
ter will be sufficlenf’authority on which Mre Mann vwill aot for
you. Do tot dicditéite a moment but Begure whéi you want to make you
feel yerfestly at ease until ¥ can forward other supplies.

gol., Boorge and all are well. Hy Iove to all av home; ramem-
branges to friends; and #bove all, ke chéerful, hopihg soon to hear
of thie best Of newd frapg us.

Bver your devoted husband,
Dan. F. Griffin, _
Lt. 0ol. 38th Ind. Vet. Yols.
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Resaca, (a., May I8th, I8B4.

' My Deir Wite!}

Here we are at last after tfour days skirmishing and
fighving, §n pepsed@ion of the entire line of Rebved works ang they
gone yor a porg genial olime, followed closelu by eur pursting
tfordea. Whgat may he the swaning up of the voetery I cannqQt say,
but thie mueh hag Leen done, they are driwen from the strongest
poeividh I haVe ever yet met or geen them im, with better works and
more of ‘thew; leawing with us some artillery, small arms and somo
600 o G0Q prisorers, that we know of new. What they may bum up
to hy the captures of the pursuing forces, we dannot yet guehd.

Had they remained a day lopger they would have heell pregsed
more ¢losely, but runfing has saved them for she time being to make
;_prasuma, another atvand thijs sice of Atlantas But the Army is in
exoellefit eondition to pursue and find them a eegond time. The
doihvry ha# beeh terrible to operate in, and 'twas only by fighting
and preseidg whay any knowledge gaould be gained; hence our losses
oif the §ield may prove .even more than the enemy, in killed and
wounded; alvhough for tué foree epngaged and vime employed, the
loseen arq amgll,. : '

Owr Brigade apd qur Regiment have heen extremely fortunate and
I sgain shank a Divine frovidengs for bringing us safely through
whess terriple. days of strife. Acting 4s reserve to our Piv., the
w4 Brig. was pov gn the first lirde until yesserday and then 'twae
v0 bold our popitvien and hat advance on their works at that point.
Trug the shell, balls and bullets were dofitinually whistling abave
and arowid uws, bui due sare prevented casualiies Qf any extent.
Sines I wrote you from Bugzards Kodgt, at whieh point we had some
Lofses, the Regiment has had bur two slightly wounded.

Am now pitving gt (ol. Boribner's quarters where all is well;
Qeorge %e busy wriiing, Qol. the same, though all think it doubtfiu)
if the levters go further -north than (hattandoga; in fact, I hear,
such are the orders until the 20th. I gueas 'tis best it ghquld be
80y at any rate we oad suffer gmuoh for sugccess and I know ypu at
home can eusids gheertully, though the task be hard, 10 wgite
Ihererore my dear, do npt fesl uhenby abous us if we again edvande
vt welisve thay all 18 golng well. The fdct is, our Army is #0
Ausge that §t seems hard to usp the whole of théeil in ah sngagemen:t,
and one wing of the Army mist fighs fOr days ere she proper time
arrived for duhbras 1o take a hande. know vou will Louk oh :He
brigny side, hoping and believing that g Divinity will dhape our
ends rough hew them as we will.



Our old Brigade Bulrergd consiae&rbly on Sat., }qaing 8 ome
328 men in killed and wounded; the majority in gttemuiing a daring
and somewhat useless oharge on the enemy's yorke. I have mah A
vell of the campaign but not the time to write, as the mqi; will
starv from here in a hall hour; will do it at my leigure after we
gain & permanent .encampmentv. Was delighved this merning by 1e-
ceiving your letter of the 9th; good and aheering news and e fit
accompaniment 1o the vietory the Army had jubt achieved. Am so
glad that you and our dear Roy are getting along go nieely, T hegin
to think you feel very proud of him and I guegs I dd the samg. Of
course he must have the carriage gnd ail else you de¢lm nocessary.

You will keep Biater infprmed of my mgvements as the tiiie and
chances to write just Row, Are scarce indeed.

Tell Bliza I have not forgotten my ifidebtedneas to her.

Everything seems to go well in the Bast and ¥ yet trust that
the Sunmmr'nay close over the ruins of the {onfederate Goyernmeht.

gol. tells me that he hasg qelegrapﬁed today to hie wife; and :
as Georga and I are included in the family, tHe ®all is- vell! muat
alvays be considered as meaning sli 4f us.
: The R. Ra 18 in operatioh here today, in f£aqt ws hag staréely
taken possession of the Rebel lines &re the welcome witiBtly was
heard glose in the rear; 8¢ our dommhidations are yet perieqte

Owr Qavalry are operating on the fromt; you will hear from
them ere long; we anticipate the same.

Love to all at home, kiss our boy, be of good heart and happy.

Kind remembrandes to {rienié,.

Bver yourk dbYotedly,
Dan. ’0 hrii'fin, 3
Yt f10). 38th Ind. Vet. Vols.



Near Kingston, 6a., May I9th, I844.

My Dear Wifss :
¥ou yill see by the heading that we are making good

progress into Ga. and zhat fwizhouv 2 great deal of opposition. Jae
dahnson is still vetreating, keeping out a heevy rear guard, with-
wigh ouy advghee i daily sontending, always drivwing them. Thus
+er our Gorps mod gur Div, have not had the advauce, sa that we get
a1dhg very- quietly; only a little night marchimg to worry the Boys
ocgpuionally. We have poesessign of Kingsion end we must I thimk;
hivve Rome, a8 vhe BeRs can’t stay there. They may hovever, mbke a
#1400 this elde of Atlants i@ t{ry and save that place; whether they
oqn prepare 1o ree¢sive us ag well gy they were at Resass, Y think
doubtfnd &8 we push iheps very dloss. Yesterday we {ined on the
e4ymq premises that Johnsen took hig early hreakfeSy fram, and we
moving in the rear. ;

~ #he gountry since passing OaXlioun has dpened oun pandsomely;
#jogant houses and magnificept plantatiofs, butv the majority of the
people Heve yleared out 2e shough they expebeted us to butoher the
Whdke ¢f them. This campiign, the wealtly aristocracy of Ga, will
fegl for zhe Lirs: timg the effects of thelr Hebellient *4is Juat
1t should be B0, Yesterday wo pasded the emok{ls ruins of one of
these tine buildings that Lgs been yeed by the ehemy's sharpshoot-
8%, killing quite a humbpr ¢f our mem; the boys aleassd in on them
reapidly, scHptwred part of theim snd them fired their hiding plage as
| n.rning- ; : : :

4% friends well and everybody in good spirite, ojjeered mich
with tiie news from the Bast. I trust the geod reports may continue
goming in, a¥ in it I’'see the Mighijpst atryggle of the Rebelliom.
I trust also thit this Arpy mpy e able to-deal a heavy bléw in the
gopd aguse. i _

Yesjerday brought me your letter of the $3th, .the very latest
date from home. Am &0 thankiul that all kes;: ¥ell and that gur boy
#ratk Proves & source or pleasure rather thah anhoyands. Am daily
Looking for his photograph. Am rejoiced thét you get my lstters
eceadionally stiough the opportunities for dénding, are rare. K=
pect the R« Re trhin will be down this fér in a dgy or two whiah
will hely matvérs mnieh. '

8b your present habitdtion heg been 4b1ld and you think the
proépect of baoarding, good! am sorry, but at least it may result in
pleagent neighbors. Don't know whatu to advise on the praperty
queation; I hed not thoeught of duying, in fagst don't see slmt suf-
ficignt funds can be raised foér the purpose; yet if you whink prop-
erty gheej),, and cqQuld buy 80 that the peyments could be made ik
instgllments, it mighy be vihe bust invesiment that could be made
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and doubgless woulds I widl leave the mavser in youwr judguent,
saying huy, 1f you dan yrepsanably end you think the peymsntg gep be
wads; it might be she means of giving yow mouher § homse just Row
a8 vel) 8f yourgelf; something most debiraple gnd thay ] would iguah
wish far. I leave it with you, knbwin,; you will act wisely and
well, yiwll the advice of yoor rather;, and I ghink Lt. Kelsc wodld
advise yqy gerrectly ifi the premises. I shopld like much 14 have
¢ bome to g6 Yo gn leaving the fleld; although my fuipre bupiness
operations gre all 14 the dark, nos knowing what ¥ ghsll twrn my
hard t6e I hope howgyer, the ppuorsunity for the chgnge may be
given sre loig. : ' ; : _
- Would $lke vo tgke the gfowr daye! visit yoit eflsgest but oaplt
hqpe xo 4t Jubs how. | .

mhhﬁem‘ge qnd pll ere wolle Dop™s fear to taks the rebpons
aibliity ' Buy $ng whAat ?gn} thigk bheate My widl 4ispd=g of
the bnds for yoh at afly tjme on this dutnerivy, and § resl will
asedins L all {4 bie power. :

Ve to ali. Na epder of maneh yet uhip maraifidl npy & A. M.

Bver yours,

pan. ¥. erffin, .
Lt. gol. 38th Ind. Vet. yalg.
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Six and & halr Miles Southeast of Kings<on
On Road to Cassville, Ga.,

My Dear Wife: ; :

Following your good example, I propose writing a
P. S+ inesmuch as my letter of yesterday could not be forwarded.
Soon after closing it, our Div. moved to Kingston, which we found
occupied by our iroops; the Advance hammering away at the Rebs on
the @assville road, Soon after owr arrival , came the report of a
Rebel .Dive of Cavalry being cut off, and our Div. with Wilder's
Brigade was hurried toward the river ( Etawah ) to save & fine
bridge and-cut off their retreat in that direction. The bridge was
saved, the enemy cut-off in our direction, but they seem to have
found-some hole to get—out at; not however; without losing some 500
prisoners tnat I ‘hear were zaken in, yesterday. This morning.we
have changed position, amrching some five miles and have taken
p051tion with a prospect of remaining all day. I tru5t we will, as
it is terribly warm, in tact hote All seems very quiet on the
front but I have not learned whether the enemj have abandoned this
side of the river or note :

Everything thus far seems to be moving-admirably; full sup-
Flies of rations are kept up, telegraph in operation to the front,
and trains running into Kingston; in fact have just heard the loco-
motive whistle within & sew miles of us. Rome was occupied yester-
day by our Right colwmn. All with us are well and we live in reg-
ular campaign style; rough, tiresome, but rugged and tanned. The
country now atfords some old corn for the stockm while the wheat,
oat and clover fields meke excellant grazinge. Some whea: is al-
ready heading and roses in full bloom; were the distance not so
great I Could send you a handsome bougquet, now they but “waste
their fragrance on. the desert airt.

This morning, Lt. Redding made a dash upon us, surprising me
with your letter of the I6th; has not yet had time 1o tell the news
farther than that he”had a *bully time¥*, has his commission, saw
and nursed the boy but he would cry; thinks him & nice one never-
thelesse. '

I wish you could receive my letters in the same gquick time,
but ih these days of important movements, they stop all mails from
the Army to Lrevent contraband news leaking out, believing it to be
for vne besvs I guess you will have to submit to it with a good
SrECe.

I wrove you yesterday on the property question and would again
urFe O invest i yon have tunds eneugh to do it with, eocunting on
what may be in the future. I should like o make a home in New Al-
bany it I can fina business in tha: direction hereattver, at any



rate, I want-a iiome witih my vite and boy. I would be rejoiced nmch
coula I have iv voday.

So some of the jooa 1riends think ladies should nov ride ex~
cept they are atvvended: I can't see the impropriety ot their having
their pleasures even though it be independent of zhe gentlemen.
Should you wait their good pleasure or their company, rides would
be few, and besides the same good people would soon raise the cry
of £lirting with young men when they ought to be at home, ete, euc.
My doctrine is .to do right irrespective of the people, or that por-

tion of them who busy themselves about other affairs then their
own. At any rate, live just as comforiably as you ocan, always
feeling that I am glad to hear of your enjoyments and t0 know that
you can avail yourself of ' thems

Have not seen DPr. Payne but once bhls campalgn, then met him

" near Tuanel Hill. Davis' Div. was yesuerday reported at Rome, and

I presume will move up this way todaye. The Dr. was welle Yester-
day met Qol. Jordan and Capt. Vail just for a moment, as’ their Reg-
iment passed; had time to know that all was well with. them.
But I mustv go look for the P. M. and see ir I can't get this
svartede Everyboyd wells My love to all at homes, '
Ever yours,
Dan. F. Griffin, . :
Ltvl. Col. 38th Ind. Vet. Vol,

- A
1



In the Field, ncayr Kingston, @as,

May 2Ist, I8%4.
3

My Dear Wiites:
Have just time to say all are well, in fact, tij

tip—
L0k e Will jrobably remain here un:il Monday, when we start again
_for tfie Rebs and the South. We go light and in trim for* duty; are
senaing vo thie rear all extra baggage. I take one set of under
cloviling, vowel, soap and combe Will write you whsn I can,

Love to all, kiss Frank. Will write vou in detail tomo:ry'ov,.

Yours, Dan.

Ay

Favoi: oy Qharlie Barker.,
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In the Field south of Etawah River, Ga.,
2 M&},’ 241;}1, I(C_)k ‘e

My Dear Wife:d

o Here seated in the woods awaiving orders to move,
and more- particularly ewaiting the coffee that Qarpenter 1is prepar-
ihg tor our noon:luneh,.I find time to think of you, and thinking
van have time ai:-least to 1ell you of our whereabouts.

~ Yesterday we moved from our camp of two days rest near King-
gton; orossing the Rtaweh river at & rord and encamping last night
on Euhalla:treek. -Today at I0, the march was resumed, but up to
this time.but little progress made; for what reasons I cannot say.
It is now mear:I. P. M. and we enticipate going some ten miles to-
night and gonsequently hope for an early resume of the march; this
will ‘bring us to or quite across the Allatoona Range of mountains,
aftel which we find the Rebs on or near the ghattahoochee river
this side of &tlanta. This is the current expectation ahd we shall
Bee in a few days whether they are able to meetf and stand ‘the
weight of this Army. I cannot say that I court the attack, yet
such must be done, else the War would never close! some nust feel
the weizght of i1t and some party cry hold, enough. I think can we
but defeat them here and in Va. they would be ready to ery quits.

Am daily looking for more news irom Grant, now that he has
rested..from vhe terrible ordeal of eight days fighting through
which they have but just passed. I have yet every hope in his suc-
cess; may the God of battles so will it, is my earnest prayer.

For us, we are doing well; plenty of rations and much to be
had in the .sountry, although the inhabitants are taking south all
they ean, stock, Mi_niture and negroes. From the amouit of wheat
they have in, I would judge them tired of living on corn hread, as
there sBeems 10 be & great disposition to raise wheat, Crops are
tolerably good, the corn not large enough to judge of 1t.

A8 ¥ expected, the order. to move came just as coffee was made,
but with all that, I have had my share; and now after moving a half
mile, r£ind another cotumn passing on the zoad we have to take and
in donsequence, have to waits

Hope 1 may tind a chance to send this to you, though now that
we have lef't the R. R. for a while, chances may prove few; although
Gen'l. S8herman orders that every facility be given to correspond-
ents to _ home and iriends.

Have sec¢n the Ledgér as late as the I9th, containing Col.
Scribner's welegram, so I feel that long since; you have beenh re-
lieved o1 anxiety caused by our engag:-meni at Resaca. Rebel Cav-
alry lef'v here two dars ago. Don't know how far our advante may be
nows I Iully expected they wonla dispute the passage ol the Btewah
1<iver; but they aid not; next I expected 10 iind them in the Alla~
voona pa&sses, bur ylle information I gleun soday dispels that.
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Guess they are digging their last dirch near Atlanta. Wea th-
er' has been terribly warm and no rains for many days, the roads are
consequenvly hot and dusty, thoush our marches are not long. Today
I think it bids fair to reach into the night, but this will make
sleeping more refreshing. '

Your rriends are well and all things mov1nb smoothly and very
light¢ nearly ell the bagags gone Lo the rear. My wardrobe con-
sists of one change of under clothing and one shirt, two pairs of.
socks, two towels and a piece of soap; all of which with two blank-
ets and rubber poncho, are carried in two small rolls on my saddle.
Our kitcher department, composed principally of rations and trans-
ported  on ‘our pack horse; medicines on our pack mule; while all
other transportation is devoted .to'supplies and amaunition. This
is my style of campaigning exactly and I find it answers every pur-
poses A few ‘collars, envelopes addressed, with a few sheets of
paper in side pocket; and thus we go flying 1ight with plenty and
enough to wear. :

‘“I enslose another Return from Ord., Dept., which preserve, it
may prove useful hereafter; write me if it comes to hande .. 2

When will you have to move, if at all ¢ I wrote you about
buying property some days since, leaving the matter entirely with
you provided tunds on hend were sufficient, which I think doubtful.
Possibly ft will help your father should he want to buy, and give
you & home until my returns. Anyway you will know what best to doce
George says if you have to move remember his; that he has ofrfered
you his Summer residence on Main St. But it ia aimost_tima-to move
and I must hunt up the Postmaster.

I must tell you that there is in this Brigade, a Lt. Qol. @iv-
en, 74th Qhio; in newspaper accounts, don't get names mixed.

Your letter by Lt. Redding is the last received‘ I shall look
for others as the mail comes along.

My love to all at home, kiss our boy for me and tell him how
mich I want to see you bothe .

With much love, : :

' : : I am ever yours,

Wi Dan. F. Gri’ffin,
Lte. Gols 38th Ind. vete Vol.
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In shie Fiela, West ol Merietts, Ga.,
Daslisnt, Sondav, Mar 28:n, I854,

My Dear Wizres
For the tirst -ime in many days ¥ have a bare Losgi-

bilivy of sending you a line, as tnhe Brigade P. M. says in half an
hour he will start 101 the rear. He also nogifies me of a small
wail being at Headquarters, which ¥ trust may bring news from ous

I wrote you last when moving on Dallas and cannot now give
mach intormation as“to our exact whereabouts. Report day before
yeaterday was that our Right had swung into and around Dallas,
while our Div. irom the Center moved to the Letft, supporting 4th
Corps, and after manoeuvering all day had quite a fight in the ar':-
ernoon; driving the ensmy, establishing our lines and then holding
thheme Only two Regiments oi our Brigade, 37th Ind. end 78th Penn.
were heavily engaged. We forvunately had bui owr skirmish line in
viie tray, losing dwing tne day, two slightly woundede The day and
night work was very severe and tiresome, buft about 2 As Me we we:c
relieved, and all day yesterday lay in t¢he shade in reserve. Last
nisht we moved 10 the 4r'd line on the Left and now lie in our has:-
ily constructed works lLerfectly safe; noshing but ski;mishing going
on, bui we have so muen ot that night and aay, that we have in a
great measure ot used to it and sleep well thoush ihey do occa-
sionally waken us with their clatiteri : : '

Don't know what they are doing on our Rignhv and Qenter, thoug:
the report herc vesterday was that all was going welle I trust we
7 soon hear of success on :he entire line« We sSeem now 10 have
vile holding ot this vosition, which with ou:r works is an casy ma:x-
ter against all astacks shovld they be made, a circumstance I taink
very doubuiule

Don't be alarmed at our position as all is joing well and I
vet trust in that Power to save and thar I feel will carry us sate-
ly Gl ougile i .

W¢ hcar bus little from e East bus viat is s00d news genel-
9.11:,’. 5

Cole S., Georie anu ihe Starr well, also Major garter and all
our 0Oriicerse. The weathor is delighrnful for campaigning, thoush
auring niie day Very Jdalle

I hope soon to be dble Lo wrive yon a:ain, ;lving repoiris of
our s£necess. Meantime be cheerriul and firm in your conviction siie.
Jle Proviacnoe who has borne us safely nhuotgii whe Lerils of wwo
sna e mmll ceanegl @il een s S0 we Lae dnEly

f aink arweh of Yoy =nd Feenk and woold wish g thionsand Lo
SR e U Bt iy B e e e ol s e e s v o - casb s o
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S0 save, ana I rm8: 1y Ay poi be & ©a8ll in vain. This ageon-
plisiiea, all will be pe8ce and a Bappy, tirder L2y hoes for .ihe
Futures I knge vour pvay for i Lhgs.

Gooa s3irivs Lrevaill llenty ol rations ror ihée men and shough
tile Army wmoves slowly, 'tis wi-h surety ana an lmwacnse movement
wnat mistv o1l necessiity be slow and we all tirust, sure.

. Love o 2l1 friends at home zna elsewhere;
of o004 cheer.

kiss o' boy and .be
! Ever vow devored husbandg,
Ban. s Gricfin,
Lt. 8oks 35th End. Yets Yol.
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In tire Field, Weet of Marieita, Ga.,
Sunrise, Monday, May 30th, Ig&64.

My Dear Wite!

Yesterday T wrote you a few lines, the first chance
of Bending mail to the rear since crossing the Etawah river; today
anbulier ail is reported to be started far thé rear and I shall try
again. Nothing like having them en route though it may take long
t0 reach AOW that we have for the time being left the line of the
R. R ¥®or this reason yqu must not feel une&sy at not hearing freg-
wlarly from me as’we pragress South the difficulties and time will
¢ prolunged; eso make up your jaind that I am always well and that
should it be otherwise, then you will hear at early dates. There-
fore remeumber that non arrival of letters means that our comnunica-
tions are slow and that I am pértectly well;, should it ke otherwise
it wild telegraph you if possible. So drive away the blues and feel
that our good cause and those engaged in it are prospering well.

Yosterday I told you of the arrival of our mail and sure
epough I had hardly sealed my letter when yours of the 20th and

- 2Ist was handed me; a periect stream of sunshine in these days of

trial. I know well your feelings of suspense and am so glad the
telegram of the @§ol. so0 soon relieved you of anxiety; and also the
reporvs through @gen'l. 8tarkweather. You see that we move along
quite smoothly and that a kind Providence yet maintains a watch
over us; may it ever be s0 I know, is your prayer. :

Yesterday was to us a day of rest; lying as we are in reserve
we were not even troubled with the bullets of hsarp-shooters, and
spent the day lounging around .our works reading, talklhg and think-
ing ot home and the loved ones there. Nothing of consequence
sgemed to pass on any porsion of the line, though we heard the Rebs
had made an attack on our extreme Right, either Saturday afternoon
or Sunday morning and that they were handsomely repulsed with a
loss of over 400 capgpred. They have not attempted a dash on ‘our
part of the lines yet; shbuld they, the result will be to only
weaken their Army eonsiderably and I don't think they have any men
to spares

Last night an Attack was commenced ( about ten o'elock ) on
our exireme Right or Right«@enter, which is many miles away, and
for some hours the. ¢annonading was very heavy! passing thence
voward the lei't, tuiie Rebs made an assault on the Left of the Qorps
to owr right but were quickly sent backe Bkirmishers thern took it
up along owr line and dwuring tiie entire night kept banging away in
vile 105 and darkness 10 no eilec:t witatever. S8Sinee daylizht they
nave subsided and we arce now havin, comparative quiet.
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Ow veatae: continues cxeellent ror cauwl.ai ning and rrom iy
observation I think a1l is _oing well; thougih you must not become
impatieny at our not marching dirsetly into Atlanta; it requires
wush vime to handle and manoeuver an Army like this, over and
around tne bad and dangerous )laces.

I see thatv Grant is yet progres8ing well betore Richmond, and
i hope to hear soon of turthsr and more deqisive results.

. . Y have forgoivten to tell you of another hole in my coat for
you to §ew, tais tvime my dress coat. Yesterday atfvernoon Col. S.
game up and togevher we walked down 1o the right of my line in the
direction of the trony, and while standipg at Headquarters 2Ist
fhio, talking with a group of Offigers, @ pall well-spent struck me
o0 the left ehoulder and rell at my feet, etttting through coat and
1£n1n5 and making a little blue ar red spot 6n my arm. We decided
't!&a ‘some awkward fellow who didn't know better than to fire his
mmauniyion over a hill and would at once have taken his gun away
Had He been close around. Georgey to whom T had ibaded my over-
eodt ( his veing lost )} wanted to know it I dldh't wanv wmy #fron-
ol#d®s I have’the cvape which answers every purpose, butv didn't
have it dnj else it would have counted hole number B.

An do glad that yoh and Frank are getting along so hicely and
that the boy has lis ¢arriage to riae and sleep in, 'twill serve
you very umeh indeed. Guegp you have ere this made g visit to Qor-

- ydon end almost look for yowr next letter from there with ®lots* of
'newa fromg the little folks.

-Pon't know what you will do &t home should you naot be able to
prboure anothe¥ house, but trust for tshe heat in thisg as in all
elpe and should it be impracticable elsewhere, I know Siester will
always have a spere roqmp ahd khite and fork for yolr; the Bpoon ean
g0 to Pranke I will loak for the promisdda piscture, but think you
had betuver go t0 kouisville tor it than iry Mr. Pfiteh; to the Gal-
lery where lictle Nelly's was last ¢aken.

1 would dearldy love to have you Join me but canhot hope for it
unt il we begome settled pomewhere; then it posgible I will meet and
bring you downie Just now with the forest trees my only habita+10n,
two, blankets and ah 0i} poneho my bedding, ta which I often retire

‘with boots and spuza,’@oat and Hat on, would hardly prove agreeable

to yourselt and master Franke But we will hope f'or that good time
coming and let ug be cheerful, eveh though 'tis hard to do, in an-
ticipation of vhe happy days yet in store for us,

- Qol., @eorgs, Maj., Oharliec? Robert ald all i{1riends are well.
Qarpenter, who tyom his position half & mile to the rear, senids us
daily our supply of soldier ration#, while we have apletivés capa-
ble of doing the dainty viands ample justice.

I fsar wvou ma;-'.ﬁ'ave some waniS ror money cre I car send you

-some; if any is wanzing, don't hesitate a momen:t abvour the ﬁonds a8

I wrote you; uwut should you wan, 1o uge +ihem cnticc i'or the other
purpose, wnink Dac or Tow; or yowr father I know sould supply you



anvil 1 ean relieve VOUr WHNLS.
Am zlad ;ou are able vo take yow oueAsional rides, tyust Lhe
way be pleasant ana nunerous ones. Wrilte e when yvou rige with
Mrse We T have never yet mev her, but eXpect yon will fingd her g
pleusaht lady mnd cbutpanion in your excursiongs
ut { musy HoW ¢ldse. ALl quiet, and my opirion is that for
t.hé ptesenit we will have but to hold our workq.‘ while other por-
8 O the line swinge.
A wall} }ove to all at hompj I know you i‘fill kigs our boy
for mb.
ﬁ»\rqn yQur devoted hushand,
Dar. F¥. Griffin,
o e 60}.. 3sth fnd. Vet.: Yéx.
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th the Field, 5 P. M. Jurte Igt, ISc4.

My Dear Wife: :

Another reported cnance qf sending a mail North,
. shis evening and nevihg plenty of leisure, will devote the inter-
vening time im writing you, though I can giye you no news farther
than related j,nm' ladt, of May 29th, &8 singe that time we have
lain stfll in our reserve line with nothing to do. And yet we do
nat feel like tmking time to look around ue to see what movementue
may be goidg YA elsewhere. A : -

-Qup whole Arfyy scems 1o be quiet, doubtless awaiting movements
elspwhirg, ahd meantime throwing up sucdh defences ab we should only
be glad o have .tile Hehs make demgnstrations upon. This they haVe
Gon¢ Ireqiently, put qnly to pe shet back to thelr works in a
hw'ry. O several dayp qf rest have quite revived ub ail From the
tatigues of the paat weeke ang leaves the men in geod condition for
duty. ®he Hews so rar #s heard vet] odknes good from tie fast and I
trudt all may go well th woth Depts. : ek

¥or our Heedqugrivers we Have a small work of Logs; rails and
earth ahd hgve partially en¢lésed and govered it with botighs, &0
that we haye a4 gomforvabie place ta lounge during the hot hours of
the daye. Our guldnary dept, is located some distance to the rear
and threg vimes A day @arpafiter sendg up the good thiligs the
cduntry end commisdary may afford. He has sturprised us with an oc-
easdional $hicksn and yesterday agvually Sent a souple of warid peath
plesi doing wéld for the field is it not?

Reading patter is gquité¢ exhdusted and we look forward td_ the
ayrivai of the next mail with interest, but doh't know when it may
arrive; posgibly fn a day or two. I wrote you of haying yours of
May 27th, this i€ tHe latest Bdy of us ha#d had.

As that dontained the gogd hews of all being well at home, I
vet live in the Full belief of the same gonvinuing and that you are
epabled oegesignally ta take your rides and driveg, and Magter
Frank the same in his new carriage.. T do wish I could joip you in
them but 'twill Berve 'to make them all the more pleasant when the
happy day arrives. I eouldd wisl riow & thousahd times it were at
hand, but yet & 1ivile wiile owr @buritry dlaimb my poor services,
gnd they must be given else.! should feel utiworthy of a c¢laim upon
it or a hdme therein. _

I am yet sanguine that the misghuvy effort now being made by the
govermgeris will rcstlt in mueh good and I trust, the cotdpletse overs
throw ot vhe @onfederacy. Yet do not despair at homs; 1if shis work
{s not done in a day, a week or even monttia. Do noét Heét down axny
movewents as railures hecause they do hot keep pace with your san-
gulae hopes and yishes, these immense movements nust have vime, as
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iy vakes days, even arter rinding an enciny, 10 méke all the prope:
aisjpositions to meesn wnewm, But I know o hope for the best even
as your good heart: wishes 1'or.

Major is with me, well., @ol. 8. and Qeorze have Headquarters
close by anhd are dolng likewise, well., Robert is half a mile o
the rear wicth his Dept, and stores., In fact all friends well and
aoing very well for campaigning.

Love t0 al)l at haome, and iriends; and do not worry at non &ar-
‘rival of letverg as it is only a chance thiat we get them off occa-
sionally; depending somewhat on the movements of supply trains for
wyansporsation, But we will do the best possible, and meantime beo-
lieve all well when mails are delayed.

Kiss our feweet boy* and think of me,

Bver ﬁoUr devoted husband,
Dan. ¥. @rirfin, ‘ :
Lt. Qol. 38th Ind. Y_et. YO]..
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In .ue FPield, 8ix Miles westr of Acwortih, Ga.,
Sunday Morning, June Sth, Tuo«.

My Dear Wiles

@ood news thie Saubath morning, did no:r come single
nanded, for I had scarcely finighed reading your good letter of May
sIst, seated in my poruified house with Rehel bullets whistling
above aoly head, when lo! the word frgum the Brigade an owr right
tomes thit the Rehs are leaving or have lef't our front.

Yery soon our skirmish line was in motion and sure enough they
had gone,; we envering their rirvsgt, citen their seoond line of works
without qpresicvlory f£finally gaming in view of the fleeing lines,
but toa lare o oVerrake them. Where they have gorne to, or where
going *twould be hard vo say; but I.zuess, toward Marietta, where
I think they will make another estand ere falling back on Atlarita.
Oowr movements on the Right and Left while we held the Center, have
doubtless caused the evacuation of the lihes here.

Yedterday f uhderstood thet dur tlesrt had reached the R. Re., 06~
cupying Allatoona ahd Aoworth, 8o that as We move in that direction
'3will soori give us direct rail couwunication. By observing the
way you will sce that this detour t0 the west was made to flank she
enemy'e strong pesition in tie Allavoana Mts., whigh they discove:-
ing, moved their whole Army in this direation to meetr 115, Which
vhey did, but it ohly served tp detain us tfor a8 wniley they losing
wmore im men vahn we have, in the movements,

I presume qur next congentration will be in front of Mariettsa
unless they shonld r1all bubk at once to vhe kine of the_dhattahoo~
chiee rivex or 1o Atlanta. Be that as 1t may! we move richt along
in aue tvime.

I weote you last on the morning of the 2nd, we being then in
reservey thavt evening we moved to tHe pront line to relieve troops
thet had been in position for some days, and since that time have
bcen plose to the work, where every map mist stiok close to the
lines qr surfer himself 1o be made a target of, at from 3 to 500
yards. The Rebs have nov essayed a charge on us; hdd they, 'uwonld
nave heen & sorry chaerge for them. * %

We h&ve had since I wrote you lakt, ofe killed, James E.

X Gresham Jr.; ¢o. E; and 2 wounded, Wm. Alsxahder, Go. D; and Ira H.
Breedlove, Go. Ha

We are now enjoying duiet and will ecat our dinner very soon in
peace and quiezness. The balance ol vthe Sebbath I presume, will be
devored 0 cleaning up ana resting, and for one, I em truly thank-
il ror e vpporeunity.

Will vrite you of our Nexty move a8 soon as pracuicabls, but
;0u N8ve v .nis, leA:racd wheae owe mail Lacilivies ary very peor
inucid, JNeiifore Le now east down on hon a-rivel of rniewa o nme.

' Tl

X Diep on Jerreqsonvices [ND. ABour 1891
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I nave Loady, pape: N \4JL£ . and see that Gen'l.
Grany is still making e AN paax (S a::dt Richinond and ihei
e gunesraily suceeeds ir kD .ivue subjects in all
hhis sngagemenss. I zeuar it X ‘{: £stil)l o on, that lLeace
and union way &gein pre.  ;;-..f\¥5:‘* (uded people of the

South may see ihe error
have no desire 1o see &
but it seems nothing el o

I know in your dev.
field; perhaps more tha
for the loved ones at L ' the 3Ist gives much
news but I think there: iq written before it, for
I judge from an exyresaion in it tnan you ‘had made a brief visit to
"8ister, but no particulars,

Our good boy yet comes up to your ideas of goodness; how I
should like to be with you to enjoy his childish pranks; am so glad
that he gives you comapratively go little trouble, and that you
find in him a sweet objegt of your love.

And friend Mahan has at last shuttled off the coil of bachel-
orhood, sensible boy that he 1is; tell my friends Maginness and Weir
%0 do the sams. GQongratiulate the happy eouple for mes I shall
lisved with much pleasure indeed td &)l you have to tell on the
subject, when our happy days begine.

Have haed rain for two days and nighis and the men present a
sorry }ievure indeed, of rags, mud, jJunpowder, ete, eto, and as we
have no suplplies of the Q¢ M. Dept. with us, we shall look in worse
plight ere the ending of the campaign, than we did on owr memorablec
arrival at Louisville in I&6Z2. §till with stout hearts and strong
nerves we jog along pleashntily.

Bhall write you mors ere the mail eloses this afternoon.

" tpent shereote Truly, I
v ag iz is being done,
0 Lermse

§ will think of ns in *he
. retwrn, we shall pray

Ever vowrs,
Dan.

I,

5 0'c¢lock, P. M.

My Dear: “; _
Nothing turther of importahoe %0 wrize. The Rebs have

ietr all their works on ow Iront, so guess we Shall have somc da s
of reste Guess we will move in & day or Lwo, soward tiie R. Re

All well and 1ih good spirite. Have just lef't Qol. S. He,
George Bnd all are well. Met an Of'ticer from Davis' Div., who :io0ld
me ne saw Dr. Parne thr<e aarys since, in Zood nealthe

Love 1o all, kiss ¥rank tfor me.

Den., P. Gl’il‘f iNe
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I nave toaay, rLapecs nd Lhe Znd and ord and see thau Gen'le.
@Grany ig sc¢ill making execllenty progress iowiad Richinond and .he:
ne gunesail,; sueeeeds in woes.ing she ebelliovwns subjeets in all
nis engagemenise I tousy vhe good work wmay still go on, that Lcace
and wnion may agein preveail and that the deluwded people oif the
South may see Lhe €:rarr o iheir wavyg and repent the:eore Tiuly, 1
have no desire 10 see¢ sneir blood poured out as it is teing done,
but iz seems noivhing else will bring thema 10 termse.

I know in your devotions of taoday, you will think of us in :hc
tield; pernaps more than vhink of us and in retwn, we shall pray
for the loved ones at homes Your letnter of the 3Ist gives much
news buv I think there 18 yet en route, one writien bsfore it, for
I judge rrom an expression in it that you had made a brief visit to
"8isver, but no parciculars,

Our good boy yet comes up to your ideas of goodness; how I
should like to be wixh you to enhjoy hie childish pranks; am so glad
that he gives you comapretively go little troiible, and that you
find in him a sweet objegt of your love.

And friend Mahan has at last shutfled off the coil or bachel-
orhood, sensible boy that he is; tell my friends Maginness and Weir
30 do the same. OQCongraiulate the happy eouple for me. I shall
lisved with much pleasure indeed t¢ &}l you have to tell on the
subjegt, when ow happy days begine

Have had rain for two days and nights and the men present a
gorry piciwre indeed, of rags, mud, Junpowder, ete, ete, and as we
have no supplies ot the Q. Ms Depte with ue, we shall look in worse
pligne ere the ending of the campaign, than we did on ow memorablc
arrival ai Louisville in I&62s 8till with stout hearis and sirong
nerves we joy &long pleashnily. 5

Bhall write you more ere the-mail eloses this atternocon.

Ever vouwrs,
Dane

5 0'clock, P. M.

My Dear: .
Nothing turther of imporvahoe to write. The Rebs have
letr all their woirks on ow 1ront, so guess8 we shall have some de s
0 reste Guess we will move in & day o 5wo, soward tiie R. Re

All well And in good spirite. Have just lef't Qol. S. He,
George Bnd &1l are well. Met an Of'ficer i'rom Davis' Dive., vho told
e ne sad Dr. Payne tiwce aarys sinece, in goou nealth.

Love 10 all, kiss ¥rank tor me.

EV‘;F.}' OIS,
Dan' Fo d:'il’i’in.



In vhe Pield,
Three Milew soushwest of ARy h
Wednesday, P. M. ﬂgna g, ;;4“.

My Dear Wifel

Today we are in receipt of some fag§t mail and with
1t éomes yourk of he @ird, telling of yowr viditv as Bikier's, vouo
motiterts illnes®, une uerulness of yourselt and Eliza as housecw
keapers, with many ovher isems, nouv forgetting Frankts good behave
ior while from hume, et6. Am real gorry to hear about your moth-
er's siokfiess, but jake it for granted she is long sihce well ag
your P+ ¢ pade her better and your letuier of the 318t says hothing
el
50 you like dur ealifornia s iater mueh; thank her for me for
her genuifte Uniodt Bentiments: slthbugh I think MbiriE is no Rebel
but shat e Mahgs on to old party tiled altogethér too lonf! BO amdh
f'ot h¢&ezt1n¢ Xavors at uheily hands, Now my dage 1y different:
outs 1boBE frem the Brogkinridge wing at onos, as Bogd #&s the gloven
toot wheé didoovered amd am now vigoroudly ror gustaining ¥oid Abevw,
and hope eére voday the Baltimore Ganyeniign hed done justies and
placgd Bim jn nopinavion Xor vhe next terms He dssprves it and
«111l in my opipniap have it.

Bo Qrand~ise thinke *Prank doks poi look a biy Iike Darv, next
tims have her regdjust hey Bps¢tBeles and av least atsridute his
good belavipr o me. Should like o have esen the 0dd lady with
nime By the way; how is Tillfe Gey vle citildr-en where; - G=-'g,
and 80 on¥ Have heen <rheqring waar [ pight mget him agya .nis way
ere lorg a8 we h&aVe » ..urs of thﬁ arrival @f the ¥7th Qaryps, or
rarc uneract.

I wrdie you Las; Lrom tha $ield on Burday justi arter the red
geipv Q¢ your letier of the 3let and the hasty depariure of the
Rebs. - 8ifice that time we have slept quietly and long and I mus:
say, nave reeied puglle Monday warahbeqd to thid poiat and yesterday
and today, Have dohe pothing bt rest. A#¢ bivouamded in she wéods,
plety of shade afd ariay rativns full. Yesterddy A, M. had an ex-
¢pllent ButH, Pt ot my olesn ¢léthes, 4t tibard pulﬁsa ot my bvootd
aha louhged, glept antd read until bedtime. Tnda; have shavadi
nad ﬁoots blacked, ¥isiiocd Brigade Hdqtre,, then resied #ghd now
Wrloe,

Exiccu we may move furvher to our lei's sgon, perhaps Lamoirow;
and how soon agaln ¢ounengs acijve operaiong, I c¢ahnot gay, bnt
waindke we shall go Lor Mariev:a goons B R. im being rapldly iro-
tzirea and painsg will dbe wichh us in a few dava. Meantime gLl id
gulhy well, we iave Sucpeeded in lanking their strong posicion ih
¢ mounvaing, then diove unegm fiowm whelt nexs posiian; and are
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now ready to move on Marietviva, prepacacory to ithe advance on At-
lanva.

With Granu, we hear, all yet zgoes well and ¥ have high hopes
thuat all is as we would wish for, though the Rebellion is vet for-
midable in its proportions, but we are now gaining their fertile
and producing lands, which if we but hold, will drive them o the
wall ere longe

Col., George and all are well and in the midst of the sirife,
we have lc.sure 10 think of home. Love to all.

’

Ever youwr devoted husbhand,
Darie F_c Griffin.

Have just seen a boy of the 23rd ¥r'., in our camp, he tells me
they arrived auv Acworth today; Lte Cole. Lavis, Comndg, Regiment,
Col. Sanderson, Coamndg. Brigade, and Gen'l. Gresham, Comndg, Dive,
in the I7th ( Blair's ) Corpss I shall go see them tomorrow if we
do nov move from here. All are reporced welle

Yours, Dan,

8end me one dollars worth of stamps in yowr next letter; they
are very useful,and hard to procure heree. .

Yours, Dane



In Front of Marieuta, Ga.,
Sunday, June I2th, 1884,

My Dear Wife:

- 'Tis now about sunrise, had not the c¢louds and rain
obscured that luminary; have just concluded my breaktast of corn
oakes gnd cofiee, and have ten wminutes he€fore the mail closes to
tell you all-are well; and though it has showered rain on us for
some days we stand up under it iully as well as under showers of

bulletse

Wrote you last on Wedneaday aftewnoon, an hour after was sur-
prised by the weleoms countenance of friend ﬁabbitt. Their Corps :
had but just arrived at Aoworth and he hurried over to find use
Next morning,-George, Rpbert, myself and others returned with-him:

&8 no-fnove was to be made and we had one grand visiting day. Found
~ @en'l. Gresham very well and looking exceedingly well; (Qol. Sander-

deraon the same; Qole S. is commanding a Brigade in Gen'l. G's. -
Dive. ( 4th Div, I7th A. C. ) « Met there Dre. Payne in his usual
sood health, and called on Col. Pavis and most of the Officers of -
the 2ird, all doing.well. After dinner, Gen'l. Gresham came back
with us -to our camp, and thus ended a day very pleasantlj spent
amongst old friends. Next morning our Army moved & short distance
and yesterday, the same, as we zo into position in front of Mari-
etta ror an advance. The Rebs are in front of us but not yet close
enoughh to our immediate front to bring on any skirmishing. Don't
know anything of their strength this side of the Chattahoochee riv-
er, will only find it out by a careful advance and perhaps some
hard knoaka.

I see Gen'l. @Grant still progresses well; that is good and the
renominatior of old Abe suits me equally wells We must sustain him
or give up the-contest at once; and then would come such carnage as

‘would end only by the Rebs having all or more than they started

with. The banks of the Ohio and bayonets only, would stop them.

By the way, I see thay Morgan is again in Ky, and moving
briskly. Turn out, ,ome .Gmnards and receive him! We will see what
Col. ¥rank Woli... and the Louisville Journal and others of that
stripe, propose doing“about it: to stop them, I mean. He will get
many good horseB; many recruits and much to steal; may cut our com-
munications, but cah't injure us much if any.

: Am looking for a mail today and with it a letter from you.
All quiet on the front. Love to all at home, kiss Frank for me,
keep your bood spirits and all will go well.

Your devoted husband,
Dan. F. Griffin,
Lt. Col. 38th Ind. Vet. Vol.

I esked in iy last that you send me one dollars worth of post-
age stamps and repeat, fearing it may be lost.
Dan.



In Front of harietta, ua.,
June I4th, 1864.

Wy bear Wife:

Last night yours of the 8th arrived after we had re-
tired, but 1 20t up and read Lv the camp rire; teelin: rmch better
thereatrter and slept soundly, dreaming of you, and of home.

Am so glad you had received mine of the 30th, thourch-T see the
letters reach you very irregularly and I think some that T write do
not reach you at all. Yet in these times, 1f but a part get
through 'tis doing well; therefore be not cast down on their non
arrival, but think and believe that all is well.

Have but time this morning to tell you that all-is well as we
are under orders to move in half an hour. Nos far, I anvicipate,
but to chanse our position a littles Evervything hes been rather
quiet for some days and I cannot even jive you correct runors as to
movements or rosition of the enemy.

It nas rained on us ror four days bur thils morning is clear
end c¢ool. Fortunately rfor us, we have moved but little during the
rain oyt nave lain quietly, sleeping, reading a little, and wishing
1or the mwaile and papers.

I wrote you last of my visit to Gen'l. Gresham, meeting Dr.
Payen, Capt. Bavbitt, Col. Sanderson anua tviie 23rd .;enerally, be-
sizes naving a :ood time. The IT7th Corps is now in position on owr
lert, near the R. Re ana we daily hear the mmusic of the locomotive
whistle. ;

You asked some tiize azo, of a man named Hearn of Co. Be. He
nas never joined tne Regiment from Indiasnapolis yet, thoush I think
came as rar as Nashville and was lett there sick. I can wive no
further intrormation oy him now. Guess e +ill be &alovr;; here after
a wnile.

You make me wisn always that I were with you to enjoy the
cnildish sports of our boy and I would gladly accept your offer of
a visie, could it be done; iut I have already in iy letters to you
civen you items of my present mode of living; not exactly suited to
a jocher and elyild., 1 hope tor better thin: s however, and trust
that circwunstances may allow of sucii tiiis Swaner, thoush I think it
dout:vful. At any rate, the time is flowin: swiltly to an end when
I sy and will, bLe able to join you at nore. Meantime Le of rood
cieer, hayppy and not bLluse.

Love to all at home. :

Ever your devoted husband,
Dane . Grifite,
Thoomela antl Thds Vet Vols
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In Front of Marietta, Ga.,
Thursday, June IB8th,I8A4.

My Dear Wite: :

Yet moving slowly but surely on the Rebel works, ap-
parently taking things very leisurely, as well as taking their
works when we come to them. :

THeir position has all appearances of great strength, the Ken-
esaw Mt. looming up grandly in their center, while to either flank,

.swretches of hilly, wooded, Toush #round, apparently capable of be-

ing rendered very strong. To flank this position seems to be no
easy matter, t*hough our lines for =he paswv three devs have been
swinging closely upon them. One result of which 4s that we, the
Cenzer, occupied yesserday, and now occnpy, their first 1ine of -
strong works which they had to vacate on the night of the I4th to
prevent belng flanked in them.

S0 tfar I can hardly say that we have been under fire, nor do 1
think an assault will be made on the central portion of their lines
but I have every confidence that we will be able to work them from
here as we have from their other strongholds. And thenh there will
remain but the Chattahoochee river and works around Atlanta to keep
us back ifrom the position. Altogether I think the campaign is
working well, cautiously and with small losses on our side.

Prisoners and deserters begin to report growing demoralization
in the Rebel ranks, but I place but little faith in any of their
reports, although to be driven from post to pillar after doing so
much manual labor as their works evince, 1s almost sufficient to"'
demoralize any one. : ) :

On the I4th, the Rebel Lt. Gen'l. Polk was reported killed by
one of our shells, which report prisoners have since confirmed; and
this morning I saw a record of it cut on a tree in the Rebel works,
evidently done by Rebel hands and near the spot where he fell. So

~tall their great lights, and a few more extinguished, will leave

the deluded people .to think and act for themselves. Could they do
this now, peace would soon be with our banners. ,

News I1rom Gen'l.cGrant vet continues good; imay it continue so,
is our rervent pwayer. A crusning blow there, if it can be dealt,
will stagger the Qonfederacy and now with the hearty endorsement’
and renomination of Lincoln, they will begin to think we are in
sarneste Should the Chicago Convention do much it may yet feed
thiern on vain hopes until arter the election. But with that, I
trrust will perish their last vain hope; as I trust the American
reople will sustain the Administration and Governmefit 8s becomes
tiiem in tnese Lroublous simes. Sucecess for our arms here and at
Riclunond will insure success and I trust tine country will not ue
diszypointed.

Again , I see that tiie celetrated norse tamer ana guardisn Ho
Ky. cnivalry ( Jonn Morgen ) has ueen aetléated &nid his rorces scat-
tered to the winds., I trust we may rina no uisarrvointment in zhis



but tunat tue reLorts aly 1rove Lrics

Gen'l. Bururidge has sae nnanks or this Army tor his sooa
work; may e consinne tiaerein., My only resret 1s that the turecch-
ing was not aauinistirea to him bLe vie Ky. negro troops now bein:
,Qrg&niZed.

I wrote you or zeceiv1nu yours of the 8th, of my having net
@en'l. @Gresham and-others or vihie I7th Corps, naving a pleasant tii
$B8t8, etc: alter the campaisn closes here we shall have a chance to
come together, :

b The rain ot whicii I wrote you, c¢eased two days since and we -
.are how having very jleasant weather, bright moonlight nights, and
good times for operating, A tew more days will put.the roads in
\good gondition asain. :

0 = R. R. comminication is qpen close to our lines and we look for
& nﬁil today, and who says but ] may be the recipient of one of
your good letters.

v Love to all at home, not Iorbettinw our baby boy Frank by any
means .. _
NTE e RBver your devoted husband,

Dan. F. GI‘iI'I'in,
Ilt»‘ Col. 35th Ind. Vet. Vol.

June I6th, 4 0'clock P. M.

My Dear! _
L Yet remaining jdle and w111 probably be so for the day.
-pocaaional cannonading along the lines wake us ifrom quiet slumbers,
:though no Rebs have shown themselves to‘our view héres  When all
sthings are ready, gsuess the lines will again swing forward.
Mail arrived at noon, bringin; sister Eliza's welcome letter
«0f the 9th, the latest news from home and that goods I see she yeor
entertains her zood opinion oi our good boy Frank, but it could not
.be otherwise, could it? Don't know what is to Le done about get-
ting a house. George was talking this morning on the same subject,
- says he has orfered.-his swmer residence on Main St. but as .yet the
offer has not been acdéepted. . Wish I could help you out of the di-
:lemma. Eliza asks about my shoulder; that is well and forgotten
long ago. The ball only cut through the coat and lining; 'twas
rwell as ever in two davs. And mv heal=h coneinues good, in fact
the campaiszning seems to agree with most of us. Have Chattanooga
papers of the IS5th, see that Morsgsan has been whipped; I trust his
Zang may bLe osroken up and cajtured. No turther news to write you.

Ever yours,
Dz2n.
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In the Field in Front of Marietta, Ga.,
June I9th, 18864,

My Dear Wife:

Another few hasty lines this merning, to tell you
41l are well and that things are moving well enoush with the Army
80 far as I can judge. : '

Day before and yesterday, we drove them in our front into
their heavy works, and lass nishs, %ook position not more than 800
yards in front of them and placed everythins in readiness to open -
lively e¢his morning; but lo! the bipds have Tlown again and gone.
Where, I cannot tell yet; suffice ta say they left their works in
owr front and we now occupy: consequenbly I anticipate a quiet Sab—
bath. At lemét no righting.

‘Friday morning our Regiment wag ordered to the skirmish line
t0 drive some sharpshootaere that were annoying our Batteries and
Lines very mughe Foruing with two lines of skirmishers, we ad-
vanoed on them through a dense wood, driving their 1ines and. 50 Do
bling up 15 of the dirty butternut rascals.

Drove tnefr lines about halt a mile and skirmishad ell day and
nighe, they trying two or three times to force us back but with no
avail; beforé day it commenced paindng and continued all night and
all dar vesterday, and is still wet and rainy. You can imagine our
damp vondition yesterday and today. e :

Early yestverday morning, we acain advanced our skirmish line,
"~ #aining the pqaition first mentioned, within 600 yds. of the enemy.

In the move yesterday morning, we captured 4 mgre of the wet-
tegt, nuddiess and dirtiest butteérnuvs you ever saw; making ¢ap~
tures by our Regiment, I9 in all. Our losses are, I killed, and 7
wounded: your triends all well.

At noon yesterday were relieved but had just gained the reapr
wilen the Brigade was ordered to the iront, and out we had to comej
landin; here just betore dark, throwing up a line of works during
the ni\_,ht °

1 managed to dry out and with the aid of a shelter tent, had a
good night's sleep, a good Lreakfast and am now feeling tip-top.

- FrieHds all well.” Am bxpacting a mail today and hope for news
from Iau-

Again we have occasion for being thankful tb & Divine Prigs '
tector for our safety.

Love to all at home.

Ever yours, dearést,
Dan. ¥. Gritfin,
L. Gdl. 38%H Tdd. ves. Vi,



In Frong of Marietta, Ga.,

June 2Ist, I884.

i&y Dear Wife: _

{' :  Jyst & moment to te}] you all Arqﬁwall with us. Ko

skirmiehing by our Brigade since T weete you last ( dn the 18th ).
. Laeﬁ evening'we moved into poaitloﬁ here, just at foot of Ken-

‘oaaw Mt., which is being ilanked nicalr.

| Rebg are very quiet this morning. I think their main 11n0 musf

‘have again fallen_b&ck. Another day I think will give us MArietta.

Our Regiment on the 3rd line this'morhing, have breakfasted

end are ehJoy#ng quiet, or at least rest under owr fly, while thh,

:rnin comes gently down. | | I

I 0ol. 5., George and Robert ;nd all well. Receivedlyoura-orf

‘the ISth} will answes soon. .

- Love to all, kiss oﬁr boy.

Ever yours,

Dan. F. Griffin,
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In ¥ront of Marietta, Ga.,
June 24th, I884.

My Dear Wife: :
' After pértaking of our dinner of pyeter ple, black-
berry pib, ete, esc, and there being a 1ull in affairs on the frong
I shall #rite you while f can, for fear the canyanading may begin,
as it uspally does rdt &4n afternoon spree, at angut 5 P. M.

Yeagerdsy you were cheated out of a latter on this account for
just &8 I yas peady v¢ begin, the Rebs commenced from the top of
Kenesaw Mt. dnd the whdle line seemed to take it up, so that in
half an hopm! there. was such a roar of artillery and whizzing of
solid ghdt and shell as has rarely heen equaled. Three Batteries,
I2 gung, of ours replied to abput tlie same number of rebellious
guns, Ammediately on our front, at a distance of from 8 to I000
yds. and yet strange t0 say I have heatd of no one being hurt on
onr gide; though escapes were many and narrow. -

Our Regiment fs gn the front? line, but with our eareh works
and *he shape of the hill whereon we lie, are perfectly safe and
Tear the whizzing misgiles but little. Thils far today, but few
shots have been exchanged, jusu erough %o show shaw both parties
are yet in pos{tion; and I look for another-artillery duel ere the
Bun goes down., Our skirmishers are within fréom 2 t9 400 yds. of
the Rebs and irom their rifle pits and trees kéep up a continual
banging, without however, any material damase belhs; done ¢o either
side. Yesterdav otr Right advanced some, in faet it has been dally
dding thée same, tinttl we have aboitt developed thelr laet position
in 'front of Maridtta, which 4f they leave or are d¥fven from, will
cause them to halt égalh only on reaching the viecinity 6f Atlante.
f' -gannot tell you how the campaign is progressing, as I know and
"see bt little exceptv the part we take in it, but I know 'tis ;oing
well; anid we advance more In thé manner of a regilhr siege than of
® hagfy campaigni driving in aay and fortifying at night. In faot
‘the whole face of the eountry is bui a series of rifie pite and
"earth workg of large magnisude efected by bogh pariies.

We have naw passgd to the ¥{ghs of and getting almost to the
rear of Kehiedaw Mt. and are nov wdre vhan twd or three m¥les from
Mariesta. Wedne#dav night we mdved into this pdbitfon frem near
the right, and front of the mountf&in; but feel dquite at home mosi
any place a# all are much alike. Wednesday dfternson, we lay undar
one of those Lerribly noisy artiller¥ duele £Pom the méuntain, ang
had the shot and shell fly#n; afovnd us in prdofwsion, but nouody
furt. Oné social shot ssrwck our little Headquarter tield work,
}enetrating about two and a half feet and throwin: more dirt oh our
supper table than we deemed either lolite or a:reeaute.

Another striking wiz=iln 2 few yvards of wus, passed throush bsth
o iy klankets hay were nanin: in the sun, making fotir layss
floles fop which I shall cla.um aaneges from the Confederdey.
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Still our wdrk soes oh and T trust 1t may résult in agmething
deoisive, as I believe it will. We nad one man seéverely qup¢ga
yésterday by a stray sho. frum theé enemy, he being as Yhe time ansy
f¥om vhe Regimant] this is the only chReusliy ﬁiqsg I wynefe you on
ths Igih. : ‘

' Owr cevking and household depts. areé in the resm, the doays net
fancying the ¢lose p,eximity 1o the fromb line} vheyeh yestoarday
the shelling was quite ap, or even jore, dancerou€ that far to the
rear then with us. Wednesday arternoon they were with g and parw
tock of the friendly shelter &f our workg. Qarpenter will have
mich t4 tell of this campalgn on hig refupn and ¥ thifix @e' 8 pote’
;ing quite ready to gd, as he asks e how somm I ahall-be‘going. I
have no ides however, but that he will stay with me pravided the
gampeisn closes soon or gt least for a byief breathing sféll.

¥ Ourn communicasions are kept qpen with but 1i¢4le trdhble,
though $he Rebs have dgstroyed a few trains wiihin the week, IV
woild be stmarge héwever, if they could nbt aceodmplish this beta-
blnnily. . - = s

~ Your 1mev. letter received is of the [3th, but ¥ lodk for an-
other by hext mail, perhaps today. You, Frank and all were getting
along so well at that time, that 1 have évety hope 'iisfﬂg ey, and
consequently live with an easy heart on thatv saqre, thotgh' I tell
you I can heartily yish for the time to oomé when I shall be able
to remain with you at home. Qne vear aga yeste®day ot first part<
ing since marriage. and then how hard it was; 'tip even naw as hard
though absence amv have takeh & 144¢le 6f the sting awgqy; yét my
desiveg tQ ve with you are stronger shan then, could such a thing
ke. You remember the 1org rainy day ¥ I do, ! agpure you, &s I do
many Qf whe dreary days of that campaign; but then ag happier davs
sooh followed, le% ns Hope the same way be repeated this year and
if it be no% ay *tasher Apdersants® {n Aag., I truss 1% may be at
home shostly after. : : : ,

-, I look anxiously for furthér developmentd 1n Gpent's campaizn;

thus far all gdems to g0 well and I have faigh in his being able tou
earry -out His plans. (Hay are certalnly bold, but £f successful
will praove décisive. : ' : :

Gok. 8., George and your frisnds are enjoying théit usual zood
health ang fair shdre "of shellidg. ALl quiet thile fdb today, ang
resting, slédping and reading ¢He order bf thé Arterdgon.

- Love to all at home. Hdw ¢ the prospevts for priocaring w
house? Did yo zet my léttey fwom Kinghton, telling yod to buy if
youthowght best, provided you had sufficient funds in the Bonds and
in what I might soon furnish ¢

With uumeh love,

I am yours, ;
Dan. PF. Gediryin,
Lit. Qol. 38th Ind. Vet. Yoi.
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Supday Morning, June 26th,I1884.

My Dear:

Thia.morning i dan report all quiet on the front except
the usqal amount Qf pgdket tiring. Yesterday we were nat nhoublgd
Ry the daily Aftillbry duel and for a wonder, had a Quiet-aftep-
noon, laat'night, & good sleep and this morning now that breakfasﬁ
is over, reel quite ocomtortable.

Have no Army news or rumors to give, all belng dark outside
our owyn lines. Dut flanks are strétéhing out nicely and any day.
pay oring thein fn coilision unless the Rebs clear out;

Yolir rriends all well. 1Liove to all; kiss our boy tor me, be

pf good cheep for all iaigoing well,

Ever your devoted husband.%,

Dan. Fe Qrifrfin.
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In the ¥ield in Front of Marietia,

Sunday Mornipng, June 28th, '#4

My Pear Wite!

George 1is going to grary this morning for Ohat*anoou
g& 10 order up the Reglmental haggege, and I ehall start this note
en route that far by him, with tiie old story that 2ll are well and
yet in the same position as when I wrate you last,
5 I se¢ no indicationa of & move Yor perhaps & day or two and
tinen 'tyill be to uhange to sqmue qQther part of the line.

Our (ront has beeh quiet since I wrote you, save the usual
picket riring withaut dampags.

The Artillery has not opened and we enjoy comparative quiet in
ow hot camp; for the weather aurinb the past three days had heen
of the wamaest kind.

Qari't tell you anything oi the prospect before us; both armies
apperently resting in and strengthening their positions.

Yesterday our heavy ;ithd toward the lef't, opened on the Kebel
Batteries on Kefiesaw Mt., ana made the shelling lively for an hour
tn thatv directioh] rinelly one of otir shot exploded e gaissaon for
theiy, whicgh brought & loud gheer !rom the lookers on, and the Rebs
goon drjed up fLor the afternoons

This Bahbath morning everything is quist and I trust mey res
main 50 for tile day.

George says his time is preqious ana he must be off; so wish-
136 vou she pleesure ar & quiet Babbath,

~

I am ever yours devotedly,
Dan. F. Griifin,

d . i}to 00115 38th Ind. Vet. Vt}l.
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In Frons oi Maricouva, @a.,
June z&th, I8A:.

My Deay Wife!

Yet in position where I wrote y m on S8unday, without
doing or attempting 1o do anything but hold our lines at this
poirt,. Have pag no losses, 'nhouuh the shells have whistled around
end &bdve us on severcl ocd&sionﬁi put our Battery with our sharp-
shoqters &v¥ing salned tne advantage ot the Reus, the; rrouble us
very livevle with wheir compliiunte.

The wehbther is intolerably hot end just now while the sun
snines in 8 temperature high up in the figzures, even the ekirmish-
org geey %0 have quit riring and silence reigns around.

bur Qarps {5 under orders to move, may perhaps tonisht or to-
morrow, but doan't knqq $n wuag direction; at any rate wvhich way i%
may prove, we za in roree. Yesterday the enemy 's position was felv
on the R{ﬁht and YLed't, with some considersble suocess; the Right
s«inuinu Torward! and I hear the Rebs made a cnarge on the 23rd
Coryps and were adriven back with cohsiderable loss. On the Left, I
hear not much was (jgined, a heavy skirmish only, being sent against
Kenetaw Mt. and Ly soqipe mishap, parts of three Gompanies of the
Hard {nd. were captured.s This I hear as rumor; guess they must
have advanced weyonid their line of support.

®é are lying ravher comfortably than otherwise, on a side hill
and wouid te glad to have the Rebs make & dash this way. Qan't
give van & eorredt idea or the campaign, as our lines extend for
miles, raduzlly swrrounding the Kenesaw Mt., bshind which lies
Marietta, The presuls will be, that the Reus will soon have to
Tizht or vleay oyt tor ktlante. Meantime, all here are well, the
Ariny in good apiritve, with plenty of rations and rail commmnication
close at Hand.

Y wrote yoy Ly @eorge who started for (hattanooga for our ba g~
g8z6, yolt wild aouitless hear i{rom him there. Don't know when to
look gor hig retlrn, In his ansance, Lt. Dewey is Aotg. As Ae Q.
or tue Brige

@ol, Boriwner's Heauquartera are on tie next ridge in rear of
us ( we velng on the iront tine ),behind our debodd 1f{he or field
«01'ks and all shot and snekl trired at us that o s2iling over our
neads, wakd the inhabitah+s in tHa+ quarter 46 a recaligation orf
snaty 1s going on. ALl that is reyuired Jor satety howeVer, is thes
all Lie qulet in our gug-ont quarcters until she Bhellfhy cevasest
'tis run wore pnan anything else, Lo See tacii Las8 harmlessly by,

«iseiting she exvlosions in the rear. Tae men sehind their works,
awHsL wn)oy the eonssyurqnatiofd oi Tiwe weak-kne«d stragglersg ﬂOOJJ-o,
SEGSLOrE WAl il e il UG Ve tREe sal AN ERence TR Yile tenr ol

£ienne i R T iy :L;iy‘ e Rekel Batieries opehed on s
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nerey uwese inuividuale o the rear werw saken quite by sunLrisc,

and as tac silells lit in uie woous arounu whew; & seneval gtampede

took placge, mugh 0 tite werriment ol e LQys behind the gegonu

line of workge DPre Qurry 1ells a jood joke on himsely: he was

dregsad in = long white duster and as uie demoralized growd began

1o séavtar, he struck out wizh thew, iLhe koys sreewdny qiqxnith

'go ft ald Christian Comaission map, look out thers appeg angther,

nov you're killed, et#, 2t6.® Doo has been with us at thée fromt

. e¥er sinoce, says the regr is na plece {Q hiit
A good ope is also told on two of our worthy Bt&ff Ofricersj

who had gene to the bransh glosé by, ta kathe and put on ¢lean

elpthes; but the shells had no yrejard iar thelr positign bt oxt

them off from their elesn dingd, whey meking trecke for the prd
i line of warke en dighsbille, under sucl galutations as %go ) t,‘.i.rﬁ- % -
j-?} : cus man, o ive, R

i : : Such 2cenes enliven ug and make the lides ring with shouts aaﬂ‘ |
b laughtér, wifle the degath dealing missiles &re flying close at «

kiR hend. 8uch is War. %But out of éuéh I wallld that we a1l were, and
: thet. we ebuld evn noy return 1o our happy homes and happier famile
i 3 des. May it Yo 80 ere long, is uy deily prayer and 1 knov yon join
i | me in it Lervently.

Yours of twhe Z¥st, with, postaze etampa. enclosed gape to hand
yesterday, fa smple time to Lrevent lay mséng the franking privi-
leges Am ingebted to yoll mueh.

You speak {n 1t oi Frank®s pictyre; now is ii nat prevoking
that 41 hee notv arrivedf Have neard nothing of it; but I shall ex-
peet by next mail perhapst o did you send it by §srgt. Teagms, of
Go. G. I hear ha hirs & letter i'or mey, but he is detaineg at Qhast-
tagooga; i that i8 rrom you, jerhaps % way cantain the picture,

! am more thad anxious uo sce it

Three 0'clook, P M.

“

_ Our mail t'dr the day just fin, uut the looked for latter hot at
hende My love tg all at home; had exlieated to write t¢ Eliga from
Marietta, but our Mr. Johnson has samewhat intertered w{th my rlens
perhaps & rey aavs may change afrairs and allow 1t,

Ever your devoted husbend,
Pan. P Gritein.
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In Pront of Bariette, Ga.,
July Ist, 1804,

My Dear Wiftes : .
~ Yet in the same old position, though I thought when

writing you last we would hardly remain so long; wut ‘tis 50 and we
cooupy the same line of works with very Little to de, the Armies
peing comparatively quiet, Hothing but a 1ittke pioket firing and
no Arvillery firing on ofir front singe ¥ wrate you lagt. Last
night and the night before, they raised guite a breezes a mile to
our right, but 41 amounted tg but little as peither partiy ocharged;
in fact, thére, the main lines are only rrom 75 Yo FOU yds. apart
and somthing started them going. 0f Gquras we were all 4p and in
pur trenghel,. gdt knowing but & general attack wad bo:hm madaj but
it soon died out and we revnrned to sleep.

I have bsen & little upder the weathey f£6r tht‘p&nt thres daye
and For feér soume poradn may alarm you by writing of my befng sigk,

I will tell you thgt {¢ 4B @ mere nothing and this &fternaon, 1

teel mioh iike myself agaln and think *tie &4ll Qvere

Yesterday, f£riend Babbitt made us a eall end T prevailad upan
him %0 remain and paytake of our squirrel and blackberry pie, &}l
of which he did. His Div. 18 en the Laft, at fodt of Kenesaw Hte,
and generally doing well} of the affair the¢y participated in, & fex
days aga and of whieh ¥ wrate you, their l6ss wae prinefpally in
the 53rd, they lostng in killed, wounded.and‘miﬁsingl 53. They
have since heen doing nothing of acnseguence. :

Pon't know when our next pove may bLe or'wherO..nut the glose~
ness of the National Anfiivereary may forward movemernts t0 ¢omplé-

‘t{on on that dateé. Oan give you no idea of operation#, only that

we are straongly entrenched and the whole Army snrbhg and in good
spirits. The Rebs hold this front with mueh tenscity, but I have

‘nb doubt 0f our abilfity to drive them from it at the proeper time by

flarik movements or otherwise.

Have rsceived nothing later than ydurg of the 2Iat, énglosing
the postage stamps; the pioctures have not yat beer heiprd of., Une
less they werae sepnt by & ome persohn, you will have vo démplicate, as
perhaps she Rebs od guiting inte our commmipatigng b théy db oo«
easionelly, may have received them. Have net lserd from feorge

since his depariuye for (heitanocoga. Ool. 8. and your frionde here

are well and living quietly ror this hot weather. G&sq%l. Gresham,
Bavbitt tells me, 18 ih very good health and sti1} askd abougt that
*little tellow I wsed to write tov, Di. Payne I havé not Heerf; his
Piv. is on our right and-lost considerable, some sdy 600 in the as-
sault or Puesday last. DPr, is no gqoubt well, as his position as
Brigade Burgeon has nothing to ao with the lines where¢ the shot and
shell are rlyin, rast and tinick.. Today all is gquilet on the lircs.
With uueir love tvo you and flrank ana all at nome,

I @ eveyr yours,
Dana ¥. @ri llriﬂo
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Four Mileé south oif Marieta, Qa.,

July 3rd, I8A4,

ur Dear Wite: _

' &rtvel sundown, just nicely located in uivowae for
the aight ang awaltiny Sypper; I wan yét write you a few lines Qo
rote dark, twde awil le?vihg early in the yornings« ( and early with
us meahs rram § to 5 ofalogk ) while gapdles are amwory the things
thdat were. Wut here wé are and anather mest formidable line of
Robel vorks in quu possession and T thipk the drdy one this sids of
¥he ghattédhddéhee river, snd wien there *tis bttt B milées to Atk
- lapta, our dasuidatiog. ¥ havs qQﬁd you Irom time to time k& mueh

an I ocould of tHé poateion and tagay was to hdve plsced vs 11 sidl

¥ yould hiVe rmadd tite Rébs look sharp for their GA. center, but at
asylight this morning, we tind them ganai the Huge Kenasew iA onr
hensds, vwith pikes of &qus and the pretty ity of Marfetva with
their Hbasted Georgia Military Inesvittite, At onué the line of
darch was vaken up afa ey O o'¢loek Gur ﬁl?. entéred KRG passed
Wirough the tawn, & sorry picture indeed) although mafly females
hayé remailned apd vhe faggs of numerous )Jadiev were ggéh, and {t
nednys Sunday, the repaining darkies were oud in showy costumés,that
is the xemales, 48 %0 o6 men and Loys poor rélloks, they zo sbutk
&8 do the stovk, eattley pgoods, gt¢. . .

fur pdvanpe is perhaps tyg miles beyohd us, Fossibly farther
and vogorpey way devélap whether they will tpouhle ws pore, in the
#ix remaintng miles 9 the riverv ' :

But here 'tis Lotk supker and dark, and ¥ muist quit for g
while at leadt,

Dan,

fupper over and a gobd one at that; fregh beef; coffeey and
vglep jacksa* in Garpdhter'e inimitable style. He has foupd too,
amonyst his vagsage, & piece of edndle that will add much to fins
ishing this notve; as a rebompenbe tell his 1dlk¥ whén you Bee thém
siat he Is well and doing well and will e hdmé with me {n the Fell

Btat #nothér pibie of ;£00d newa wgs i{n store for ms today, for
Joat betere entveriri Mardetys and while marcendny alons thé road,
yoyr ;004 levter of the Z8th was handed me by an Opdeprly. 'Twas
received 4n Chattanoogs frow (ayt. Hustt by Geodrse and he fofwarles
a8 gpave. 'Twas unexpected and A :rood accompanimént to ott antiy
into Marievsa, as i speaks of your so0od health and Fﬂank'b.‘

I take tne Weekly Leaseh any ot the yprecious gheetv quite
aften enoudii ana like ft Lest for the winy local iteme 1t eBntatha.



Would like the uvest in the world to Le at home 10 accept such
position as you say Mr. Devol indicated he mi ht 1ive me. 'Twould
suit my tastes exactly besides bein: a business &t home; but ve
will tnink of this in other days 10 come; perhaps something else
may oftfer in due time., Should the matter be spoken 0of to you or
your tather by Mr. D., see ir it can be retained: guess 'twould pay
& living selary, as such business generally pays well.

" This morning about 5 A. M. met Gen'l. Gresham at the head of
his Dive moving to the tront, in good spirits and very welle The
redoubtable Babbitt was along, but owing to night duty looked as
though he was about done for. Met your old ifriend, Capt. ‘Bird vo-
day, he asked for you and the boy and promises to call on his first
visit to New Albany. 0ol. S. in his usual good health. George is
yet at Qhattanooga waiting tor trensportation.for baggagee. '

Frank's pictures have notv yet been heard rrom; guess they are
lost certaine Try again and we will hope f'or better lucke -

I wroie ,cuv two days since of being a little under the weath-
er; yesterday was some better; marched and moved last night until -
two o'clock A. M.; got'up this morning, no appetite, commenced the
march and improved from ithat on; tonight feel well as ever, though
& little bit thin; ate a very hearty supper besides my dinner-lunch
with fair shere of green apples and blackberries; will soon go to
Bleep expec¢ting a sound one, as not a gun can be heard, in fact a
gountry stillness reigns, broken only by the frogs.

I wish all or you a pleasant Fourth rfor tomorrow and will in
time notify you of mines - '

Meantime love to all and success $t0 our cause are the wishes
of my heart just howe

Ever your devoted husband,
Dane. F. Grittin, X
Lt. Ool. 38th Ind. Vet. Vol.



