August 29, 2006

Stones River National Battlefield
3501 Old Nashville Highway
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

Gentlemen:

Per your request during my visit to Stones River National Battlefield on August 24, 2006, I
am donating the enclosed copies of documents relating to William Wiley Gavin’s involvement
in the Civil War.

William Wiley Gavin was my Great Grandfather and one of his sons, Isaac Newton Gavin was
my Grandfather. William Wiley Gavin was born in 1822 in Lincoln County, Tennessee and
migrated to the Nashville area many years before the Civil War. He enlisted in the Union
Army on August 19, 1862 in the 5" Tennessee Cavalry Regiment, Company A.

In his deposition in the pension application, he mentions his involvement in skirmishes in
Brentwood and LaVergne before the Battle of Stones River. He claims to have received
injuries in these actions that led to his application for a government pension in 1885. I don’t
know if he received a pension.

Following his discharge from the Union Army in August 1863 for medical disabilities, he
migrated to Fort Worth, Texas where he raised his family. He died in 1904 and is buried in
Fort Worth.

Please contact me by letter or email if you have any questions about these documents. I
thoroughly enjoyed my visit to the Stones River Battlefield and seeing the actual battlefield
where my Great Grandfather fought.

c ol

ames T. Gavin
7665 Trailwind Drive
Cincinnati, Ohio 45242

Sincerely,

JGAVIN@cinci.rr.com
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William Wiley Gavin
1822 - 1904
Fort Worth, Texas
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1.

2.

Elizabeth Leek Deposition

W.W. Gavin lived in Nashville, Tenn. many years before Civil War - in good health
then. }

Enlisted in Union Army Aug 19, 1862 - Company A, 5" Regiment, Tenn. Cavalry.
Injured in head and back in 1862 - on sick leave in Nov. 1862.

Discharged from army in Summer 1863.

Returned to Nashville - lived with Madison M. Leék and family, #18 Washington St.
Gave up engineering trade because of injuries in war.

Moved to county in 1865 and set up a milling business.

Leeks last saw him in 1871.

M.M. Leek Deposition

W.W. Gavin was a steam boat engineer prior to war.

Discharged from Army in 1863.

Made several trips as engineer on Leeks steamboats.

Moved to Texas in 1871.

Captain M.M. Leek gave another deposition in Dec. 1893 - listed address as #18
Washington St., Nashville.

Deposition by son George, age 42, in Fort Worth, Texas - May 1895



10.

14.

W.W. Gavin resided at 903 W. 2" St., Ft. Worth, Texas
Superintendent of a saw and flouring mill, 12 miles southwest of Nashville for 5 years.

Injured in encounter with rebel cavalry in Lavergne, Tenn. Oct. 6 or 7, 1862 - Knocked
into a ditch with horses - head and other injuries.

Description of this encounter.
Another encounter with rebels around Brentwood, Tenn.

Dec. 16, 1862 - Army of Cumberland moved toward Murfeesboro, Tenn - suffered
cannon blasts while on courier duty - received medical attention at Carthage, Tenn.

In hospital at Gallatin, Tenn. May to Aug. 1863.

Tried steam boat engineer job after release from ﬁosipital but gave up after 3 months.
Leased a mill in Brentwood, Tenn.

Moved to Ft. Worth Dec. 18, 1871.

Totally disabled after Fall, 1890.

Deposition by E. J. Calhoun - Met W.W. Gavin in Nashville in 1849 - were neighbors
from 1849 to 1852.

W.W. moved to Shelbyville, Tenn. In 1855. Then to Lebanon, Tenn. Until he enlisted
in the Army.

Depeosition by William Wiley Gavin, May 10, 1895, Ft. Worth, Texas.

73 years old - Occupation, Engineer, Resided at 903 W. 2" St., Ft. Worth, Texas.
Enlisted in Union Army Aug. 1862. - Discharged Aug. 1863.

Chief Licensed Engineer on Government boat Nashville in 1864 - Capt. Benj. Gorde.
Lived in Nashville in 1857.

Moved to Shelbyville for 2 years.

Moved to Lebanon until enlisting in Army.



15.

16.

17.

18.

Sick with fever in 1848.

Mentioned knowing steamboat men in Nashville - Capt. Calvin Cabler, Wm. Wyatt,
Capt. Wm. Strong, Matt Leek, Benj. Gorde.

In Shelbyville, knew Newt Calhoun, Tom Sharge, Jas. Calhoun.

In Lebanon, 1854 to 1862 - engineer at flouring mill. Knew Noah Mehaffey,
Joe Mosely.

Member of Masonic Lodge.
First injury in Army, Sept 1862 - struck by horse on head.

Oct. 10, 1862 - Levergne, Tenn. (15 miles from Nashville) - battle with pickets - head
inured when struck by his carbine - knocked into ditch with horses and head injured.

Capt. Blackburn in charge - Lieut Hathaway, George Leever, David Barr, Crockett
Patton, Bill Davis and one enemy also injured in incident.

Continuation of W.W. Gavin deposition - George Leever, bunkmate - Friends Lee
Lefever, H.V. Richardson, Edw. C. Edwards, Graham, Independence County.

After General Forrest, near Brentwood, Nov. 8 - 10, 1862.

Battle of Stolies River - Cannon fire increased

head injury.

19.

W.W. Gavin’s ailments included rheumatism, headaches, bladder problems, back pain,
dizziness, piles as result of injuries in war to back and head.

Dr. Moore, Dr. Cook and Dr. Doris treated him.

Ran mill in Brentwood from Fall 1865 to 1871

Treated by Dr. Caroll Burnam, Waverly, Tenn.

Left Nashville for Texas in 1871

Supervised erection of mills and houses in Ft. Worth in 1871.

Treated by Dr. Bell in Ft. Worth in 1878 for piles.



22.

23.

24.

23.

26.

27.

Stopped work completely in 1890.

Treated by Dr. Pallard, Dr. Parker, Dr. Brayls.

Knew W.C. Danner, N.T. Calhoun, Tom Clark, R.C. DeHaven.
Wife died April 1892.

Lived with Son and 3 Daughters (all single).

Salary $150 as Master Mechanic and steamboat engineer.

Capt. Strong, Capt. Cabler - members of firm that owned steamboats - Wm. Litterer,
Chief clerk, B.S. Ray, Office clerk.

Discharged for “General Disability”

Joseph Mosley Deposition - W.W. lived in Lebanon, Tenn. In 1854.
Built boats in Nashville with Mosley after his discharge from Army.
W.W. moved from Nashville to Williamson County to run a mill.

Susan Leek deposition, Feb. 1896. - 55 years old, resided at 411 S. Front. St.,
Nashville.

W.W’s brother marriet.l into Leek family before the war.

W.W. moved to Lebanon before the war.

Worked on steamboat for old man Leek, Father of M.M. Leek, Susan’s husband.
W.W. complained of catarrah of head.

W.W’s brother John at Leek house.

Deposition of Wm. Strong, Feb. 1896 - 81 years old, steam boater, resided at 514
S. Summer St. Nashville.

Met W.W. in 1848 - both on steamboats

Knew W.W. 12 to 14 years.



29. Deposition of M.M. Leek, Feb. 1896 - 55 years old, resided at 621 S. Market St.
Nashville.
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CYRUS M BROWN

Rank: Privt. Mustered: Sept 9 62
Age: 22 Remarks: Disch by reason of disabil

http://www.tngenweb.org/civilwar/rosters/cav/cav3/coa5.html 8/29/06
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Rank: Privt.
i Mustered: Sept 9 62

Age: 39 : Disch f disabil
ety Avg 19 62 Remarks: Disch by reason of disabi

RILUFIARL? VI FTIAVYYRIND

» Pr. = .
Rank: Privt Mustered: Sept 9 62

Age: 41 : Di disabil
Enllsted: Sep g 62 Remarks: Disch by reason of disa

E;;k(;;’rwt Mustered: Sept 9 62
Enlisted: Aug 9 62 Remarks: Disch by reason of disabil
Rank: Privt.

Mustered: Sept g 62

Age: 36 i oy s =
Bulisteds Aug 4 62 Remarks: Disch by ord of Maj Gen

ks Privt.
Rank: Privt Mustered: Sept 9 62

Age: 40 Ty f sy
Enlisted: July 28 62 Remarks: Disch by reason of disabil
Rank: Privt. Mustered: Sept 9 62
Age: 36 Remarks: Disch by gen ord No 83 W
Enlisted: Aug 9 62 May 8 65

JOHN MURPHY
Rank: 1 Lt st L
Age: 24 ustered: Aug 31 62

Rolisteds Aug 4 62 Remarks: Pro fr 1 Lt to Maj Feb 1 65

http://www.tngenweb.org/civilwar/rosters/cav/cav5/coas. html 8/29/06
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