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May 14, 1996

Mr. Edward B. Smith
2236 South Rice Road
Djai, CA 93023

Dear Mr. Smith:

Thank you for your interest in Stones River National Battlefield.
We apprecate your donation of the pictures of your great
grandfather, Peter Fitzpatrick, of Battery "H" Sth Artillery United
States Regular Army, and the copies of the letters written to his
fiance in Long Island, New York. We will include the pictures and
letters in our regimental files. Do we have your permission to
make thie information awvailable to wvisitors or regearchers?

Occationally we need good quotes for use in publications and
museums exhibits.

Again thank you for the information and the addition to our primary
research materail.

We are glad you enjoyed your visit to the battlefield and hope vou
will wvisit again socon.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth C. Cock
Park Ranger
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DEU,&\%R.&TION OF RECRUIT.
3, .-&zd;_: A desiring

to ENLIST in the Srmp gl the Enited States, for the term of K& YEARS, Do declare, That 1 am

rears and months of age ; that I have
peither wife ngt child ; that I have never Leen discharged from the United Etates service on mecount of
dleability or by sentence of & court-martial, or by order before the expiration of & of enlistment ; and
I koow of no impediment to my serving honestly and fait as & soldier

Grees at M

Witness :

pabimpsyr
ﬁ?‘ﬁag A T

/

8L

() Auvdwoy up paasase pevp £ puspeypua ———

The day W’f’@

",

.
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CONSENT IN CASE OF MINOR.
I, Do cerTery, That I am the
of ; that the
eaid Ie FERTR n:-!’a.ge; and I
do bhereby freely give my coxsest to hie enlicting et n Bormiee In the Axwer or tax Usrmep Brates for the

period of rive yeags,
Grves st

The day of
Wilniesn =



Gov. Pumey. Orr. Juze, 1861,
STATE OF TOWN ::’
Lz /7/@ 4 -.;:- Loy’ /%
I Kfé:;-_ /B/ "#‘T’Vé born in %7
in the State of & aged M‘ﬁﬁ? 8,
and by occupation a ,&—-W ?’ Do BEREEY ACENOWLEDGE to have
voluntarily enlisted this ﬁ:y‘é day of W

18 dfl as :%gier in the Armp of the Hnited States af America, for the
period of s YEARS, unless sooner discharged by proper anthority : Do also

agree to accept such bounty, pay, rntinnnhanﬂ clothing, as aye, or may be, estah-
lished by law. And I, m ﬁb?%z&t solemnly swear,
that I will bear true faith and allegiance to United States of dinerica,

and that I will serve them honestly and faithfully against all their enemies or
opposers whomsoever; and that I will observe and obey the orders of the President
of the United States, and the orders of the officers appointed over me, according -
to the Rules and .&.rtlclaa of War

Eworn and subscribed to, at
t.hi.l ﬂ.l]' of :IE

o ,1%;%7»554

I C.ERTH‘Y GN' Eﬂffﬂﬂ That. 1 have mr&l'ull;l' examined the above naried Hecrnit, agreeably to
the General Regulations of the Army, and that in my opinfon he Is free from sl bodily defects and mental
Infirmity, which would, in any way, disqualify him from performing the duties of 5 soldier.

Exawrsizg Bnlnm
oy S R -r-.-.---_-\.-.--<

- T e . g et

Sl SO b COC T -n_..-.--Ll-----_-F-_-.r ,,,,, . B

I CERTIFY, ON HONOR, That I have mloutely lnspected the Becruit, /WZ‘J 4 ’”-5’%

previpusly to his enlistment, and that he was entlrely sober when enlisted; that, to the best of my
judgment and betief, he i= of lawful age; aod that, In secepting him as duly qualified to perform the duties
of sn able-bodied eoldier, I have strictly observed the Begulations which Em'tru lhe recraiti &ervice
complexion, Ia H-u fwﬂ fopy dpches

%77”/7 v

141?4 £ e _,.f/
"‘m momrEg Orr /

Thie soldicr has fei Lo eyed, f%”{{rﬁmr
kigh,
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front of our lines with his hat stuck on the end of ks word,
cheering his men on to death or victory. The lada of our babtiery
swore that they would never leave the field until every mm shiwld
drop at their guns. And so did every man in the regulisr \»wigade
for which reascn they got so fearfully cut up. The much day, Wew
Years Day, was nearly all artillery fighting, On Friday morpding
there was heavy canmenading wntil sbeut 3 o'aleck P, ¥, Thin &
regular engagement ensuad. You would think the world wis eoting
to an end from the dreadful rosr of cennon and muskwiry, We
were often forced to run over the deed and dying wi.th ol » gunn,
We cared but litile for their criss fgr there wes n@thing in
our thoughts but death or victory. Ofe would think thet nothing
but God's will could save & single man from that drgadful ;-haz'g:a..
The rebels at last could not stand the dresdful fira of cur
superior ertillery so they had to fall bsck., Our f,seeps rase
a deafening cheer, Our infantry.charged on them witl: desperaiion
and drove them beeék with dresdful alaughter for a diptanas of
sbout 2 miles and were it not for the darknesa of the night we
would have drove every Rebel in Jurfreesboro t hell tiat night
or else they should have surrendersd. On Satucdey, by dayhrealk,
they were rallied agin and t ook meition in thodr entx nchmsnia
and held it all day. About 9 or 10 c'clock at night, ve droves
them out with 2 heavy losas on both sides. Dur gune told fear-
fully among them in this last strzgle, It weq reported that
we killed General Cheatam snd two colnels al tihis tims, I
did not hear the estimstion of our losses ol e¢i:her side,



L

Ent according to the sppearance of the Baitlefield, ours must
be 10,800 or more killsd the, the Rebels, 15,000 idlled, You

shall ees & more correct account of the killed and wovnded
yvouraelf in the papers, than I can tell you. We lmow but very
little about affairs in the North owing to the reason that
popers ars so very scarce in camp lately, Dearest you can
show this %o Patrick, eo that it will give him =n idae hew
affaive stood in the parit of the Cisld thet I wes fighting in,
I thank my God that he hss spered my lifs thus far through

s many dangers,

Degr Briget, I know that you will laush at my wealneas
when I tell you thet I carrded your likeness next to my heart
ard clung to it like 2 living thing through the whole battls,
Ch, it i3 so much like you that I ecan't help looking at it often.
I forgot to tell you the reascn why cur mem were starving in

the bottlefiald, Our commrmiecniion was cut off botwesn
Haslhville and Murfreecshore Yy Morgan end Forests cawalry, bui-
ing our wngors and all our provision train, They could not

carry off muek becauss owr cavzliry used to be on them too quisk.
Yot part of tham usod to 2izht vhils the remainder did the
buriing skecdeddled ok of courss with a great loss of 1ife on
both sides.

I most now concluds, dearest, wishing you 21l a happier

FKexr Tear than I had,  Fe pere =% prosent from your aver affection

aie

Foter Fitgpalrick

PSS S
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Dear Bridgil,
You vanted %o know how I spent the 4ith. I wes on geard
all that day and nighl and killed a large copperiead that
was coiled up in my blankest. You said you gould tell more than
you wished, I wish you would lst me imow what it is in your
next letter, I fear thet T cammot post those letters until
T-suneh Toukanidle Sor Uil 15 storped. Shus s
Dear Bridgib,
You wanted me to send you & likemess so I will, the first
eiviliged place we sebils down at. ' I must now conclude for
it is late.
But I remain forever, your trus lover,
Peter Plteratrick
Direct to ma, Coptain Terrells Batbery
: Qeneral Cockis Division, NHashville
Cenersl Fuell is under berm arrest, the scn-of & Bl wish Ihad the job
of hanging him,



GARFIAID ANE noszcplis 6(/5'

General Rosechans wisely ref=cins frow commenting upon the s&ilczu
from Garfield to Chase, in which the lats Presldent, while acting @3 Roiscruns
ghisf of Staff, 1s said to have seversly and wantonly dencunced the comoeteney
and conduci of his superior officer, Our Hepresentative feels that it would be
premature in him to utter & word of reply to or eomment wpon sush s leiter, 2o
long ae thelr remains any doubt of its genuineness, If Garfislid ever winte 1ii,
it must have been in a moment of anger, when smarting under some supposed nszlech,
for we caniot believe that he would deliboirately, while professing & regard amounting
almost to ffection for his commanding General, attempt secrafily to stab hiam in
the back - to discredit him with cne in a position to secure hie remeval, il he
so desirgil, Everything that is on record of Garfields utterances mn%usmmm
tends tc the advintage of the Genersl, It may be said that everywhere amd at 21l
timss, in his publie addresses and in his private conversations, Gar{i=ld spolo
excellently well of Rosecrans. This letter to Chase, now for ths first time mwb-
lisiwd, is the first evidence of any unkindness on his part. It is preper there-
forr to zwait the verification of the lstter befere acespting it as the zemuine
wor: of Garficld, And even if it should be shown te be gemuins,it will bHe ohar-
Lible to suppyse that it wes 2 singie and upaceountable act of bad faith, which
ils writer scizht to atons for by fraquant.subaaqlmt praise of his old eomprander,
There heve been many things published 2t vardous bimes that showsc the great
good feeling exsisting between the two men.Perhaps nothing can were siearly ox-
hibit Carfi:lds real sentiments than an extract frail his speech in the Heuse of
Representacives on the 17th of Februsry, 1884, Th:n was paﬂumg, et the tine &
of Congress for his gellart sarvise
resolutioc: voting to Genersl Thomae the thanks im
in the B attle of Chicamsuga, and in discussing it Garfield saids
] “No man hepe is ready to sy, and if there be sush a man, I am rsady %o mest l
'him, th:t the thanks of Congress sre aot due to Censral W.S. Aoseeranrs fos tha
campaizn which culminated in the 3attle of Chicamsuga. It is net uncommon e .-;"Z

ths rrsss of the country and among mevy pecple, to speak of that batile a5 a2 roes \

disester to ths ariles of the United States and to trest of ii ss 2 defea

the tattle were a defeat, we may welooms & huncred gush defente. 1T ahouid

B



“ur

glad if each of our armies would repeat Chicamauga, Twenty such would desiroy
the Rebel army and the Confederacy, utterly and forever, What was that battle,
terminating as it did a great campaign, whose object was il» drive the Rebel aruy
beyond the Tenneseee and to obtain & foothold on the south bank of that river,
which should form the basis of future operations to the gulf states, We had never
yei cressed that river, except far blow in the neighborhood of Corinth. Chatanocoza
was the gatewsy of the Cumberlsnd mountains, and #ntil we crossed that river, and
had the gateway, we could not commence operations in Georgia, The army was
ordered to cross the river to grasp and hold the key to the Cumberland mountains,
It did eross, in the face of superior numbers; and after two days of fighting,
more terrible, Ibelieve, than any since this war began,The Army of the Cumberland
hurled back, discomfitted and repulsed, the combined power of three Rebel Armies,
geined the key to the Cumberland mountains, gained Chattancoga and held it against
avery assault, If there has been a more subspantial success against overwhelming
;dds, aince the war began, I have not heard of it, We have had victories, God be
“thanked, all along the line, but in the history of this wer, I know of no such
battle against such mmbers; 40,000 against, not less by aman, an army of 75.000.
After the disaster to the right wing, in the last bloody afternoon of Septsuber
20th, 25, 000 men of the Army of the Cumbserland stood and met 75, 000 hurled
against themy and they stood in their bloody tracks, immobable and victerious
when night threw its mantle arovnd them. They had repelled the last assault of ths
Reb el Army. Who commanded the Army of the Cumberland? "he crganized, diseiplined
-am:i led it? Who planned its campaigns? The General whoee nams is cmmitited in this
resolution,Major General W.5. Rosscransi”

This tribute was deserved but it was a2 graceful and gellant zct for Carflield
To pey it at a time when others were irying to belittle a2 great and patrictie
soldier. It is most unfortunate if it is now marred by an exhibition of i1l will
and bad faith by Garfield toward the manwhom he so highly praised. We shoulc

gled to know that the Chase letter is nol genuine, We hewve no sympsthy with @l

W’L.—m i '—_'_'_“ﬂ"“__" m T T — e =



¢ spiri® which premphed jts mublication at this time, whether genuine or
‘s do uot doubl that the conflict befween the two wings of the Republiecan

Party ds responsible for the disclosure, We fear that no good result can come
frem it In their effort %e show up Garfieldis bad faith, the Stalwsrts have
winacesssarily and cruely wounded the succeptibilities of an honored weteran
wno cabtainly could never have expected any unkind words from one whom he had
implieibly frusted and of whom he had never spoken ili. It is a sorry business,
and the memory of the dead man, whom the entire country has been so recently
lamenting le being attacked in what should bs the house of his friends, for this

mublication has evidenbly been inspired by Republicans,




The next day, we went back cn our oum hook and burned hie

house aml barnge #hat. do you thm&: our bra-fs ﬂffmem ti:m-l'-1

¥ 4 .
T w, Pl A "-'1 e

They fiad us nonfiuad. ﬂm{ was g;r:umg ‘to try us 'at. caurt marshall,
But they relessed us for the Northern papers might get a held

of it anobher time, Thres of our men went into an archard that
wae not fenced and took from it a.i'mr apples, They were marchesd
under gaurd for & hundred and £ifty miles. And the cne to wham Lhis
orchard belanged was a2 eaptain in the Rebel Army, I believe in
uy hesrt thet half of our efficers are a dam zife more dangerous
than txose why has taken up arms agalnst us. I belisve that they
are now getting the best of us for we have fallen back several
hundred miles and 1 believe we are golng to £all back on (Louiss
wille) or Cincimatéi., I¥ oyr officers had Fept their saldlers
together instead of having them scatbered all over, guarding
Rehel property and nllow bhem o beke what might be good to eat,
they would have little resson to fall back or draft for move
soldiews, As things gtend now, I am glad thet they ave drefi-
jng and hope they may take every cowewt who would shriak from
the call of his vetive or atopled comntry.

You ¢an show this to Peprick,the waiter, if yeu like, It
will give himg an idea of how thimgs are tPsnsgoted in this parb
of the country. I forget his second neme, He must excuse Shis,
There was a greab W, which ocourred which would be ido
tedidicus for me to menticn bepecially singse time is searoe.
Hﬂﬂ‘ﬁﬂ!‘iﬁﬂ hears very little about the Army of the Polomac.



Vovember 18, 1963
Bowling Gresn

Desr PBrigit,
I take the opportunity of writing once more and for the
last time if I don't recedve an answer to this., I heve writien
about the 9th of September and sgain sbout 2 deys after the
batile of Peryyville and yet I have never received an snswer
to either. I received a slight wowd in my shoulder in the
Batile of Perryville which has left ms indisposad as jet., DBut
I am now nearly quite well end will scon be able to give them
another hustle for it, if God spares ma,
Dear Briglt,
If you have regard for me you will answer this and tell
me the reason why you won't answer., I have writtsn also %o
Hart and was lilewise disappointed, I have no more to say until
I recoive an answer to this letter, But, I remein youra as
usual,
Pater Fitspetrick
Direct to me, Battery H
£th Artillery, U. 3. A,
MeCoolts Division
Bowling Creen, Ey.

Terrill was shot and yithin 2 yards of where I stood.

I



November 15, 1963
Washville

Durﬂﬁisltl : :
Imuamwmmmm,mm;mm
g:utplnmhhluthlhmmlﬂmttugmmn. I
mmﬂ%ﬂnfwmmmmlm

 you won't have no such excuse, |
mmm:(ahinﬂng)mntmhmzmm-
Gﬂi\mﬁﬂnm: msaphmerlautmmmmahadrm
Riﬂmuihﬂmﬁiv&rahamiurﬁagg Mhﬂgﬂttherebsn
fore us ceming to the bed mansgement of General Buell, Bragg

took a good 2500 men and the same mimber of arms and 2 batteries

of artillery, Buell kept us (10) deys within 10 miles of Green
River for want of provisions and wouldn't let his generalls
armies to fight until Bragg's ammy left. At this time we had
moved between 500 and 600 miles and there ween't & men but was
keen for & fight. But alas! Buell disappointed them, When
Bragg left it was supposcd that he was bound for Louisville
but we followed him up so elose that he could hardly get out
of our way, The second days march, our batiery was sent cut
%o attack his rear. We had L companye of the regular cavalry
and I can tell you that we gave them hell for 15 miles, The
ra&dr along the fences wae lined with the dead and wounded,
We mads & fearful slaughter amongst their cavalry, That night



they gave us the slip and took another road. We went strai
to ILouisville but no Bragg came there to attack us, I forgol
to tell you that we had only one man wounded in our battery ,
one killed and 5 wounded in the cavairy. Oar captain was made
Brigadier General in Louisville and got the command of a
Brigade of Green Troops in Jackson's Division. I,of courss,
was an i8li orderly of the captains and he took me with him
to do the same duty now that he was General., We then set o
after Bragg and them came up to his rear,
No more at present from your ever affecticnate lover,
Peter Fitazpatrick.
Direct to me in care of
Captain Gaenthers ZEptiery
5th Artillery U. S. A.
Sells Division
Hashwille, Tennessee
Hers ends the Battle of Chaplin Hills near Perryvills, Kembucky.
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about 2 o¥elock crd the battls lasted until dark. You mmst not
think that I 'am ‘cave, please., Fate has led me through the
dangers of which T told you. For I can assure you that I didn't S
seek more of thei.. A great many of those little excitements is over

4 now since the Gerral is dead. There is & great many mem in
the service now tiat went through more danger than I ever did.

\3‘.{ Desr Brigit, it is true sbout the soldiers being starving
in Mashville but I /idn't experience much of it for we were




hunting up Bragg. But after we booted him ocut of Kentucky
we opened the blockads in Hashville and now we are geiting
plenty of grub and clothes but there was a time when we got
it plenty hard.

Dear Brigit, You must be very particular about how you
address your letter for your last letter was opuned and I
suppose , read. I kicked up the devils' row aboui it and
got the postmester into trouble. You have written Peter
Fitzgerald instead of Peter Fitspatrick. You ought to know
my name by this time,

I have no pore to eay at this time btut remsin your ever
affectionate lover,

Peter Fitspatrick

In care of Capt. Guenthers® Battery
5th Artillery, U.S.A.

Hashville, Tenn.
General Sills Division

I hope you won't forget my name any more.



il

Hashville, Tenneses
September 9, 1862

Dear Bridgst,

I received your welcome letter on the 8th instant, which
has given me a world of pleasure to think that you have for-
given me for my abrupt departurs.

Dear Bridget,

!mmﬁmhgiummwtimamwﬁmrmo
Well now, I shall give you an outline sketch of them, Dearest,
I first inlisted in the 4th regular cavelry and was sent to
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, I was then transfered to Terrells
Battery, and sent te Loulsville. We were sent to Green River,
Kentucky and there I experienced my first brush with the rebsls.
There we remained from the 19th of December until the middle

of February, when we marched on Bowling Green. We mads the
Rebels skesdadle from thsre in double guick time, We had

soms difficulty in erossing the Bawn River for they burned beth
btridges. Captain Turrell was then made chief of Artilery in
our Division of the Western Army. He took mo on as his body
guard, _I-h wzs ordered to advance on Nashville with his Battery,
ahead of the Army, protected only by one company eof infantry
and another of cavalry. At night of the first deys march, about
Ten ofclock, wo eaw & party of Rebsls cavalry in a field, We
made _a.f‘t.ar them, but they made their tracks good and esssped,
About one hour afterwards, we saw lights aboub 50 rods in the
woods, The infantry at this time wss dsployed as skirmishers



through ths woods,. The Chiel ordsred me to go #nd find out
who was camped there. As I p&saeé throyh the Jawm of &
beautiful mension, I met the Captain of Llw infeantry, snd a
party of his skirmishers, Hs challenged rr. and I anewered.
He asked me where I was going. I said I was going to see
what the lights were, He said he would go with me and you
better beldeve I wee glad of hie company, When we gotin sight
of their camp, I asked his opinicn nn\&mr-m should do, He
taldmt:ognththtﬁﬁnfandrepnﬁuh&h!sau. I said I
would find out about the in the camp firat. "e took held
of my horse and said that he was my guperlor officer amd I
should obey his orders. I wenit back and r:ported it all to
the Chief. In his raga; ha ordered me bacl: again, The com-
mand was by this time about 42 miles shead. Yot sy judge of
my feelings, when I had to retrece my steys againm, alans,
Their camp was situated in 2 very pleasant place in the rear
of a msnsion, I rode in through the thickest ¢! the woods
and took a good lock abt the camp., There were sout a dosen
fires and men were lying around them in a cirely, I sawa
gsolitary sentinel on the extreme right, sittin; on a log,
close to & large fire., I advanced towards him shaded by the
trees from his view, I asked him who coemendsd the post.
He told me that it wms Captain Walker of the Tixas Rangers.
He drew his revolver and ordered mes to dismount and consider
myeelfl his prisomer. I didn't believe in that logle, for I
had my pistol ready primed, I aimed st his right shoulder,



The shot told and I trusted to Napoleon to carzy me safle back
to the Battery, I think I must have besn sbout o half mile
off when I heard shots whizzing through the trees, I hed two

- railfences to cross before I came to the road bul Nepoleon

crossed them like a brick, Both me and my horse was receivod
with a shout of joy, whon wo came up, I suppose they did nci
deest it prudent follow up to cloze for we were not troubled
again wntdl we arrived in Nashwvillg, We remained there for
two or three weeks until the Chief got into another row with
the Louisiana Cavalry. There, I got my left arm eplintered,
while defending the old fellow, who was attacked by four of
them, I suffice to say that the four lay dead at our fest.
There was a compeny of infantry on our side. The rebels ran
and left seven wounded and five killed, There was two killed
and four wounded on our side, including me., From thers, we
marched to Pittsburgh®s landine, On the night of the &6th of
April, sfter the first days fight, ths rain poured dowm on us
as if the heavens was open, The next day, the Tth, the fight
commenced &t dey breek and contimued unbil four, It was there Lhe
boys of our Battery bravely distinguished themselves, I could
compare the bullets t were flying around us to nothing but
a handfull of sand thrown against a window. Bub yet undawmbed,
we boldly stuck to our post, alihough 2 regiments of infanbry
ran away from us, which wvas eupporting ouwr battery. AL l2at
the 6th Chio Voluntesrs cams %o cur ald, and with their nssist-
ancd, we repulsed three desperate charges that were mode sgainst

un, DBuregucrd brought a bripade of Migsiesiopians and offered

every man $100, if they could take TurrellsBattery, Pub the
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¥urfressboro
January 8, 1863

Dear Briget, s
You will excuse my last letter, for we were ordered to
harmess up and move to the south side of Murfreesbore. In a
hurry to finish, I suppose the lsiter is unintelligible. I
believe I told you the battle comme ced on Honday, the 29th
of December, and continued until Saturday night, Jenuary 3rd.
o were in front of the enemy almost the whole time., The
three last days were stormy and cold with heavy rein and sleet.
Wo were knee deep in mud the whole time with no covering to -
protect us but our overcoats sco you may consider yourself if
there was any chance to rest for & whole wesk, while ths tmlletis,
shot and shell were flying over our heads, bringing with it a
death yell as it passed us, But such music is now familiar to
our ears so that we mind it very little. I could hardly find
roon to tell you the hardships the whole army went through during
thosg sim or gseven days fighting, I could take uy ¢ath that
I seen men run and cut the flesh off a horse that wes shot dowm
end sweetly too. Thoy used to sond for corn and give one ear io
aach man to eat to kesp thsm alive. Our horses didn't have &
bite to eat for 4 dsys, which grioves me more than my own wanis,
I believe I told you thail Ceneral Johnson ran on our right on .
Wednesday which asarly turned the secale of operationa in fevor of
the Rebels, Were it nol for ths bravery of our troops inthe

center, the battle must he theirs., Our Gensral Heasean was In




