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My dean Son,

Thas L8 yeuwn bonthiday, and (f you have been a good boy you may nead what youn
fathes has hene wactton. 1 hope, Augusius, you are 4in cveany aespect what 1
hoped gou would be, 1 good obedient and dutiful child. 14 you have done youwr
duly, you may be suwne that God Almighty, his angels and your fathen 4n ileaven ane
pleased. God 48 yowr frcend, put your st £n him, and you need not fear what
bad cvildren and bad men say about you oa treat ycu. 14 you do rcght you arne
sune to do well and be veny happy. Sdince you nead my finst Letten, you have
been nodtng to schoot 1 hope. VYes, my Little boy uith his fittle baskel and
s Littie books, hax bi\n stnevang to obey has fathen. 14 you are a good boy, good
mey, weld nogice yeu aod take care of you, and you will make a smant man and eveaybody
werd fove and nepect iuyi3rui Frederndel Daviss.

You can nead and wacte and spell verny well, and have read sevenal histories, and

L4 ye: have Leen managing well you have commenced arithmetic and Gramman and Geography.
You &eok (it ghe dietoenaty and Leann the meaning c¢f everny wond you don't know, and you
muwst rememben what you (cann on L€ will d¢ you no goed. T4 you have no books of
your own, youw musi b onsow some guom youn friends and take care of them, and
netwn Lthem when you ance tueugh with them., Nething, my dean boy, could gcve me
mone grie, then to know that on Satundays and Sundays and othen «dfe days you
ane Aunnditg about with «dle bad boys, playing and fishing <n the caceks. 1§ these
bous want you Lo go with them, say to them that oldern people say that such a counse
s not ndght and that yeu ane determened to obey them. By punsuing this counse,
you will de rnight and when yeu ghow to be a man yocu will be glad you had, and obeyed
suck goeod aduelee. Wien 1 was yeans ¢ld 1 coutd nead and wnite veny well, gon

1 vad a gccd mothen who took del«ght in teaching me, and my othern bnoZ thens and
54,, Ters ow Lo nead and spell.  She wsed tomake ws JLLad a chapten in the toly
Bitfe to hen eveay Sunday morning, and of nights she would make us kncel down by
her side and teach us te xepeat the Load's Prayern. ALL fhis goodness made us Love
heo ke tian we Shodld have done 4§ she had taker. no pains and trouble to
e o ogood gnd hapey.  And thos (8 the reason why 1T am teflong you what you Showld
doduodcs g0 mave crew aeed and teve me and ofte thank ¢f me when 1 am gone o
Wetoihion wonZd, coen et Leo20¢ vod e Aastauet you, bui T hepe scme geod peason
WO E R dou witen oo d owieng and 1 hepe you wor't say anuthing te hunt thean
feotcigs wiid cause Liem to think you arne a bad boy and hate you. Ov, no, my Little
bou, wou sl neven, aewven, say you won't do what <s night; but <§ bad boys on
Dad w s sewdd ask you o do wiong, tell them yow: jather toid you neven to do
N -UI-.-..-‘LL*_-_':"L act, id that you ane deteamined to ohe_:_{ him, and then they welf be
asaancd of Lhemsetve: and wiét theuble veu e moac Goed people then well Love
you aud Letl you that Sed Loves geod itide boys and wcl€ take them home to
neaven whene thedn pazents are whe are dead.
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You rust adse by times (n the moanding and make yourself neat and clean,

aid t.en study gown vook, (8 youn Mothen on the gouod peison with whom you Live
2r0 ant foode anytheng, de ot guiek and be cheexiul and then l‘d"i‘f voun book
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DSt vy wn e netaeitberhood and then zowa indends will alld be proud of you.
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My qreatest disiness {s Zhat at this period of your Life you will be placed
with Pesois w0, nod hnowing any Ihang themselves, can't give your mind the
prope) dinvelion. IrNU)\Hf people can't appreciate the advantages and blessings of
educaidon, and affec’ doslike pensois who ane betten (nfoamed than themselves
This 4 a great , becauwse many boys are awined for want of good advesing and
well (mitate the exarple of talglang, Lazy, drunken people. My dean Zottle boy, you
can neven leep the cempany of bad people without injurning younself. Pelple will
think you ane no betiva than the bad boy who associates and plays with you.

I yow Cearn fo acad and speld of nights and whenever you have the opportunity
you can avad my next tedten without the assistance 0§ any pernson, and (4 you don't
want people Lo kiaow wial 44 «n <X you need not Lellf them because you will be ofd
ecnouga Lo keep yowt vien secaets and wraite Lettens to your Lttle friends and nelations.
I wiite these fettens «n a great hunny and 4n a bad hand, because T am not very well
and don't Lknoew how Long T may &ive, and T want o Leave you something to
rememben afwarys. Remember, my son, Lff people 4in Heaven can Look down upon eanth
and sce what <3 qoeng on, 1 saall always be Looking at my Little boy and praying
God v doreet hon acgint, and (§ yeu do wiong, which eveny Little boy «a apt Lo
do, gou must be sonry for «t and do bextten the next time, and God will forgive you
and you will be quite happy. 1 shall say a great deal in my next and you must

be oo anxious tov see Lt 4f, you have noi been a good boy and fearned %o
nead and whiife you must not open L& until you Learn. Now you musi be a good
boy give yeans and may God protect you.

Yourn affectionate fathen

W.E. Daviss





