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In this book I prowoice to mako an cxact tro.

ecript irom a "note book"™ I kept most of the time while

=

ire -Soni‘eﬁerz-.te ariay amd to sdd such remarks &c as I me

now th 1nh prope r. 113y notes while -in the army viere enti

iy &3 a_ personal nature end, in fact, were written only

f,‘ Aitr the view of assisiing my memory in recalling nanec

i dntes ond the like. I intended to transcribe it immedi
:; ly after the Lar, wi th such inciderts added as menory i

'“11530 % bat my buswne S being suci that I could ill €@

the .nrne and my mlnd bGl 1(_, x.e >t ir suck a sisnte by the

g .

-gellc conduct" of the :Ereed-nen with vibom J haed to éeal,
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nad Bet acire
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& -elt in n'o humor for doa.nb that vwi:ich

~the pleessant tusk of maﬁy an idle hour. And I do not

ft7irow in thie 103"9 fr)r any Cther object ‘than my own 89

.

isfaction =na A‘t I mlgh‘t have soiething to guide me

;

memory becones xe% :Ea:ithful tran now, rhﬂe the cve/“tb
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rmen 8 ever followed any colors on g battle fieid., ve re-~

mained at Grenada two months collecting horses and drill-
ing, though we had no guns. The two months we spent at
Grenada was a very pleasent prelude tc the hard times {‘]
shortly to follow. Our querters were in the fair grounds
tuildings. With good querticrs and rations, pleasant wea-
ther and little or no cemp duties to perform, excepl some
tvo hours drill each day, the remzinder of the time being
at our disposal, we had altogether a good time of it, The
only thing thet seriously troubled us was the fear that

the ar would be over before we could get into actual ser-

vice. ’ (:) !

November 1661.
At last the long desired order came for us to .

be mustered into the regular service; as yet we were only

in the State service; but now the prelude was ended, our

hope was on the eve of being realized. ;How few witnessed

the finale. It is sad now to recall the ngmes of those .
boy goldiers, who with such wild joy vaved their hats to( ) 1
the three cheers that grected this order. Time has march-

_ed on and left them bivouaced on the silent fields of thé
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In 1860 I cast my vote for John C. Lrelenr

further than this, 1 took no part in the politicel cont

o
of that yzar; neither casting my vote for or against se

sion., T remained on the liicsissippi Centrsl Zailroazd a

L=

station agent until the {first of Eeptlember 1861l. Vhen ;
ing more to the excitement of the times than lhe necess
of our country, for et that time there were more volunte

offering their cervices than the povernment could arm,

}.D
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{_Jenlisted in Stanfozd"s Zattery of light artillery then :

ing at Grenada, Hics., I vent into tais Company an enti)

strangsr to.all the members then composing the Company.

- few youﬁé_meﬂ went with me from Duck Hill, where I was t

stetioned, but these knew nothing of me furtker than vhe
they hed seen of me as 8 railroad man. I remained a mem
of this Company until the surrender when we were dishand

on parole; and I must say, after the experience of nearl

ff:ﬁour years in the field, that I do not believe a Company

=

noble heerted boys, more faithful friends, or trucr men

soldiers could be found in en arry of as brave and patri

g



:fiy_foughﬁ for noarly four years,

ii>1t was lost.-
R | .
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Yazoo County, Hiss.
Dec, E2nd, 1867.
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5 l‘eaﬁ it unless i gl.ve my pefsonal conser;t. ,' 1 ,_do not “fl‘"E’Q‘f

s ..",

1t ior frlends or re1at1ves
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!‘ ‘.

ally fall iﬂ tbe 1ey oi any,

J -1 wlthhold my conqené to their roadlng it
f’) "‘L:.

do read 1t W111

pur.p;- D
ry soldler
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2 readlng further.

honestly believe the most Sevqrenoéh

te read §o should 1t aecideﬁt-s

‘\?S L

they wlll pleaee remember that

is ~but the prOSy memowr of an ordz
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-'view of learning the feellngs of the soldier_andi

entary th t has
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eternal past. On the 6th day of Rovember 1861, we vere

nustered into the Confederate States service for one ye

12 pound howitzer

5“)Abouﬁ this tinme ve receivea two guns,
o

©  as well as I can nov remember. The 7th of November, wi
nessed our departure for the 'scene of action. A specia
train was sent for our accommodation. Were were to rep
to Gen., Polk, then at Columbus, Ky. On this day I was -
i pleasantly reminded of my, at that time, friendless pos:
| tion. The sntire Comﬁany was conposed of young men Iror
Yalobusha County. It being understood that the Company

it

v .-yould leave thet day, there was, of course a lerge colle

i " tien-0f fricends gnd relshl voE Lo 86c uS 6.1, The scent
" of leave-taking on such occasions is always affecling-ti

one wes perticularly so, as the Y'ar had then become a It
mf_ reality. Amidst all the weaping and tearful leave-takir
= 1 had not a single friend or acquaintance to speak a che

r ing word or a kind farewell. The next morning found us

i Jackson, Tenn. vhere we were delayed Several hours, on a
gount of no locormotive being at hand to tske us on. Her
- caw several of the killed and wounded from Bélmont, oppc

- Columbus, where a severe little fight took place the day

_;Eore. The sight of these, instead of cooling the ardor
]
2.
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6ﬁffboys, mede them more anxious to go on. T:re evening of
the 8th we were met at State Line Station by an order direc-
ting us to g:it the trein and report as s on as possible &f:)'?

a pﬁace across the country where it was supposed the enemy L)

a1
0 o

vere about to make an advance. 5o, unloading owr eiffects,

S
.
we hitched the teams to our guns and took up our line of o
merch at dark. fie went but & few miles when we received =}
orders to camp gnd wait for further orders. Some stragl- Tﬁ

ing cavalry had told us the enemy was' but a short distance 'W
in front and we might expect & fight at any moment. e were

so inexperienced and credulous et that time as to believe {__;3
anything-even a cavalry man!’ We arranged our plans of de-t:)éﬁf
fense and posted our guardé, about half the Company being
on post at once; so every man had his time that night. After §
we became initiated, we frequently laughed over the plans -

and precautions of this occasion., The next morning orders

came for us to report bacz at the statjion, which was done in

s
i

much better spirit than we had left it, for ve had set out

without ammunition for our guns. At the station the Company. i

was divided, part going with the horses by land to Uolumbuéi) j

in charge of A. H. Hardin,Jr., 1lst Licutenant of the Batltery.

P

The other part of the Comgesny with the puns and bz gare wen "\:



'v{:jaj or two after our errival, in comaang mlth some Slx or

by rawlroad to bolumbus where in due time, ve met and st

I3

ed or'r tents, for the first time near )he ra11road dé?of

& -_ - . :

L] (\
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e e
eizht of theahoys I went across the river to exsnine the

-

battle fie_d of Belmont. ightlng was just then chlng in-

to faunion and we felt a 1audable curiosity as to- how the

3

th1ng was done, and would go almost any length to catch
sl ot
some of the o~ 'Eines. Honever we onlf saw a number of da\
T e
horses, and a few small fresh mounds, marking where the fig
had been most severe. These, had we been in a frame of
mind to philosophise or draw conclusions, might have taugh®
us a lesson of the serious work in which we were so anxiou:
to engage. e brought off some two or three "army guns" as
N 2 ; 5 ;
trophies. Our next surgéy of a battle field was not quite
so cool and some of our trophies more interesting, if not
msre pleasant. ‘The enemy made no direct demonstration on
Columbus while we remained there. Occasionelly the; would
drop down the river in thelr gun boats apparently to take

8 front view of our works, but always taking care to keep

Q:Lut of range of the heavy guns on the biuff, I don’t thin

there was a shot exchanged at this place after the battle

of Belmont. OFf the river defenses I formed a very good
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dpiﬁiaﬁfv There was & good disply of heavy retel. I never
took partieular no'te vE f$he nmmbelr ol guns, but ’Ju thcré
1wer;3#;;?v.guns on_tﬂé'bluff snd scveral batt:ries on.or

hgﬁf’tho'water line, bacxed ﬁy éﬁn bcats and ijating bat_i:)

o - 3 ot .

té‘ies; one the noted "tenth" or iron clad fron New Orleuns, -

A

thogh I ‘think her history is unadorned by any brilliani ac-

tions. Of the land defences of Columbus, I did not foru so

high an opinion., ¥ have seen hetter vorks 03JS"Qhated*by :
= ] : -
infantry in two hours after the line of battle was fc. 54,

However they enswered the purpose for which they were bailt.
They kept the Yankees away from the place and tihereby saved

-
the busting of a heavy rifled gun, known as the Lady Polk,

throwing abonut a hundred pound shot, took place. Tnhe gun
waes .stationed on the bluff commanding the river. The shock

from the explosion was felt all over the town. I was on the

-

spot a few minutes after the mishap. Some two or three ot~ .

ﬁhe Battery were standing by, to witness the'firing. ‘One of

t4:n was so badly "demoralized" that he never stoppéd 60 ¢

pick up his hat, but at the top of his speed, struck a beéi_

1ine for camp, which was abourt a mile distant; arrived there

he de:lered every man on the hill

e | : ' e
)3‘ . e 0= : . S ' i

the life of many an honest rebet. Soon after our sarrival, f:) ;i

excenting hinself was 31}%556?
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ed. Soma twelve or fourteen men wore killed ond Wounded.

to me by a8 member of the

o

The cause of the busting as stated

Company, was this: On the day of the battle of Lelmont, the
- Lady Polk was fired a numbeor of times. The shot used were

too large for the gun, and hsd to be filed down boforeTtheyg

wouwld enter. After ths gun became wirm and GXpanﬁing,'it
was no longer necessary to file the shwoet, Conftrary to the
custom and rule of artillery firing, the gun was left load-
ed with one 0f7these unfiled shot, and Stood in this condi-
tion for seversl days. As the gun cooled and coutracted thel
-: shot must have been most fhoroughly clamped and nearly es ;

cl\:)fizz‘ﬂ:l as though it were a part of the gun. Attempting to

fire this shot caused the btusting. Gen'l. Pollk himself was |
present and ordered the gun to Sé di scharged. He was stand-|
ing necar enough to be knocked aown by the sxpliosion fhbugh
néf much hurt. He deserved a jolting for his nnthuuéhted

order.’

|

1

;

o
Some few weeks after going to Colubus, the- i
i

|

messles made its appearance in the Company. My cacse was a-

{:)mong the first, was verg sicx for three or four days. AS

oS

"soon as Dr., Trotter, who was 3rd Lieut. and at the same time
e e _ o

:a%tending to the sick of the Company, pronounced me suffi-

7
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qiﬁcientlg recovered to venture into the open air, I mde ar-

3}

rang cmentu to go home to rerujn my strength. Being inform-
ed of a certain formality I had to comply with before I left

and instructed as to the manner in which the thing'wﬁs to be-

L3

done, a fuflough in due form was made out and sent up to Gan,

Pillow, who was then in command of the forces at Columbus.

December 1861.

Two or three others, just recovering from

’

measleé, mzde application for furlough on certificate from

b;. Trotter that we would not be fit for gervice in less.

t;me than two weeks, In orier for us to get off on that e-
venlngs tqaln, Capt. Staﬁiord took our applications up to (:1

the Gen'l. and we, not anticipating a refusal to so reason-

able requcst in Tact regarding it as a right more than as

a favor had carpet bags &c ready packed. Our furloughs

were returned dlsanprOVed. It took us some time to take in
the fnll forue and m-aning of this word "disapnroyed", being
ncllned to con51der it a= & jok. This wab my flrst 1esson

in the reverence due "red tape" and"vold lace": We rendlned

v J'

in camp nsar the river until aboaut the middle of‘ieoeqber, 1:)

rvnen-we moved to our poswt:on on the defences of the town.:wa
from the

LA

The post assxgned us was at the fqut rallroad out

1‘-"

"’\ L ['.'
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epot, and ebout half a mile from it.llere we built our Wjﬁ_
ter}quarters end remained until the evescuati on.” I ST IR O i s
ing was done with some reluctance on our part, es ve had not
(]get learned t}mt'laber was one of the duties of a soldier,
and being.comfortably situated in our tents, we coula not
see_the use of buildidg houses which cost us sp. much h;rd,/.
work., Our opinions and objections were worth nothing, so
- we_built the cabins. Each‘cebin had eight men in if,

more properly speaking we divided ourselves into squads of

.
i i AWt A

3this number and then built our bunk. -After finishing our ca

bins, we had to build a double steble, forty feet wide and

{i)i@hty feet long. This was not a difficult task, as it weo:2
{ , -

— s

L built of sawed 1uﬁber. In tke meantime, the number of our
~guns had been increaéed:to seven. Our most ehpleasant dpty
.was quVﬂing these guns, and the horees end they, not being
all together required thrco men on duty day and night, mek-
ing a guard for 24 hours anount to 18 men., Dnring our stay 1

._at;001umhuf we did not suffer from short rations- draw1ng 1

24 most of the time, one and a quarter pounds of flour, and

g
: {:)nree 9uarters of: a pound of bacon, or one and a half of bee%

} al&::iramlng rations of sugar, coffed &c. Added to thls the

: £
j greater number of the beys'were recezv1ng boxes of good :
Y L e S T . S *5 5 e
:_. = -' 7 s e e s S S » T 7 3
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LemEE T e S e szm*‘ & Feb ruaery 186:,. el

In {‘a;_-:'t w,-,e i‘d;reﬁ aTrr,ost as well as we nio et Grene{da save’

& 5 g = r
}thc I&c‘t v'e Ielt the mllitary pov er tr—htenlng its grasp up-,)

—y o - ¥

on us._ Our horsgs too _were eaually vell cared i‘or having

plent to ea‘p - a.mi nothing to do. Oumold impatience +‘or a» 5'

e gh‘t; }gad not ,,ret passed av'ay, and we honestlj thought and

x,-_,. : 2 {‘_‘ _:.

u,a sad ye “were doomed o reuain j"ere durlng the ‘.‘ar ‘or our

term of enllstrent. : :&e'_h'zid _not .oeen enou-f;-h."of W Eif/"’[;o nov - ‘ {
tnat we w'eré only 11'1 Wi;le;i‘ -c-lﬁajf%erl anqjq'-_-v;etl-ir’z'n gc’>i.' Sprlf},é
would p'lyace us in t}:e ‘field __7.';_\7exv§§d noi:_leé‘zned to read t}ie”_

Lpns .O'r: th@ 1311‘388 i'Oar J:rhlleja _. ;-:.é‘nt;é.re“ejgorc‘;e;,81ng‘d_lssatls--:‘).-l.
:Eac L.ion at OU.I‘ 1naot-10=n ;ndx ameﬂn.ts n;re go:’ng. on &3.‘0111"1(1 us

‘rhlo?‘ 1ater 111 the War Would have-;\nﬁold ns very plainly ‘bhat

there x“as a move o:f some 1mp§rtapce ahout"to ta]-:e place Whllew‘

1 -

as .foréing us 't;o glve up ths ‘point.‘ w;mthou'lz_fa_rlmﬁ'-a s‘ho{;.

rI'v

\wi‘th_’ :
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into the hands of the enemy; they only gained the position.

-__-;-#-—-——w--—-——__ﬁ\!

; Orders to cook rations, end be ready to move at short notic

(Ljave us 1o unﬂerstdvd thet “"something” was about to be done
J- Next cano oroers to put our gans in the cars. Could we hav

seen this feat performed later in the War as we then perfom
- ki

o

ed, we wonuld have been 1mpreséed'with a 1lively sence of the
' hidedus. But it was no 1&urhwn6 ratter then. "Dismounting

‘the' gun" was at last accowplw%hed with no small outlay of

strength &nd wwth some danger. I hed & considerahle piece

g ;o? syln taken off my band and other s came near being serio:

-4

1y crlppled. After getting some of our'gunslon'the'cars, Vi€

niiéhéd up to the oth'rs, and on the evening of the'first of

2R i i o SR R s N

Larcu we left Columbus to the keeplno'df'the'Yankées, taiing

the precautlon hovever to burn our ‘cabins and.stablea, and

such other thlngs as wie could not taPe W1th us.
| March 1862-

'”he first evenlng we Went only & mile or 80 and

“camped, ; narly the next mornlng ‘we were on the mareh for

4 .
> 2 S

s

L ‘. )

| “horses on to Humboldt by land. The rlders and” sargeants on-

1y, going W1th the horses 1n charne of Lleut Hardln. The

13

_otate Line Station. It was at Union Clty . think, we placed

T T T



cannoneers going with the guns and ba"ga“e by railroad, Ar-

rived at Humboldt, we again went into csmp, about half a

mile North of the depot. While at this place, an elaction

4 Z , :
was held for a junior lieutenant. DIr. J. S: HcCall was 95 ,;)
lected. Up to this time hehasd been orderly cergeant of the

Company b3 appolntmant oi Capt. St mlord, H., W, Bjngham WES

now aspointed first sergeant. The commissiored officers of

.

the company at this time were as follows: T. J. Stunford,

L] L]

Capt.; H. R. EcSwine, Senior 1st Lient; A. H Hardln Jun-

ior 1st Lieut.; T. R, Trotter, Er, 1st Lieut.; and J. L. hc—

diy

Call Jr.; End Lieut. While at Crenada, uapt Stanford ap-

pG’Hted me Ilrst sergeant according to e promlce made befoa:)

. - -

I enllsted 1n hlS COE:&HJ, aﬂd in Iact - was made to 1nduce me

— E W e
|- E -

to 301n ;t thlnk that ueveral other would JOln Wlth e

'.-. = =8
3 Z : L v

= vl s -
oy e LA
— -‘:.'...:a-.-md'm- .

AR

A

;rom Duck h111 vhen we were there formlno an 1ufantrf com-

pany.' At uﬂe same tlme he prop0ued to use hlS 1u;1ueﬂce to

hava Dr. ;rotte _e1ected to a. vacaqcy thsn ex;stlng in the N

H

.-..:-u. e ;.‘_.. u el il %
company. He fulfalled his pronlse and Dr.'¢r0tuer was elec—'
% T .‘.., . ".:.‘ : _f E

teﬂ._ He could have h&d almost any Ean eTecved uh&t he desi"

.-: 5% i

=

R | * x .L. .A.-l; T _'. ; o

red. He d1d not strlctly keep h;s pronlse to me, for 1nste{i)1'

of my belng 1st sergeant the app01ntment was construed to




ition from that of 1st sergeant. DBeiore we left Grenads
a circumstance took plasce which prejudiced Capt. Stanford

against me. HMcSwine, our first lieutenant, was a friend of

i

-_(JJthe Capt's and from some canse the Capt. seemed determined

e e

to do 811 he could for him and Sustaiﬁ him, right or wrong,
Soon after we began to drill, it became evident to the com-
pany, that McSwine was not qualified to fill the posifion
to which he had beesn elected. The Company drill was a pro-
faand mystery to him, an enigma that could not be solved.
He could not give commnds for the.most simple movenents, .
With the company on the drill ground, he was completely be-
(])fogged, worse than at sea without cdmpass oy oaTi, 8nd mex
ing such absurd blunders, that the company, breaking over
military restraint, would indulge in noisy laughter at his i
ezpense, Notwithstanding his blunders and inaotness, his 1
conduct showed him to be a martomet and having just cause t
suppose that he would soon degenerate into a tyrant. Ironm
" these causes s petition was gotten up and signed by nearly
every man in the comnany, asking him to resign his poéition
f?(:Das 1st Lieut. Hearing of it in time, and supposing me to be
a prime mover in the matter, Capt. Stanford took me private-

:ly_to task about it. I told him plainly I thought McSwine




unqualified, and that he ougnt to resign. Cdpt. S. agreed
with me as to his incompetency in the drill but thought he
would mmke a good officer. But objected to it more on ac- %
count of precedent and example, arnd the dissatisfaction it Vm) i
sould cauée among the friendé of the Battery. After consid-
erable discussion, I promiced the Capt. I would remain pas-
sive in the mamtter. He then went fo work to put a stop to

ii, and the result was that most of the men withdrew their na
names from the petition which was finally destroyed without

be presented. The result proved, that it was a misfortune
both to the company and to McSwine that he did not resign,
While gt Bummboldt we wege one morning conciderably surpriseﬁi)
tolsee ﬁen'l. Cheatham, entirely unattended, walk into our
camp; It was scry apparent thet the Gen'l, ¥as on a slight
spree. . The object of his visit was to learn who was firing.
guns’ or ﬁistols nzar our camp. He and Capt. Stanford went in
{search 6f the violators of orders, and soon discovered who

they were, but could not get hold of them as they.retired in

time"toféave thewmselves, but, unfortunately, not in time to

v

keep Capt. S. from rec gnlzlno them and promlslqg the Cen' 1.:)

tohhave them arrb%ted and sent to his”quarters.- Tnus satls—'

4,
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before, deficlent in men, we called on & comvany of artil-
iery I'rom Valdern M5 gs. for - woluanteers o Fi il -out our mmpm.

o

ber, as they had not yet been furnished .with guns, Scue eight

Q:)een or twenty viere sent to our company, which brought our
number up to that required for a six gun bé%tery._ 1t ﬁas 5

the general impression that we were shortly to ba"favdfad

A

with a fight, though not understood how it was to be brought
gbout. My Mess, then composed of Robt. Burt, and 2. I. Al-.
len from Duck Hill, George and John Sledge, and John Maclkiath
from Yalobushal Co. and Wm. A. S. Rendeau from New Orleans,
for our mutual advantage we made a list of our rames withz
T(:)the'names of our relatives or friends, and their'aﬁﬁressas,_
ehd each member of the mess was then furnished = ndpy s
this list. The objecet of this waes, showuld any of us be kill.
gd, wounﬁed’;r captured, our friénﬂs at home night be inform-
ed of our fate through tﬁese newbers of the mess who should

-escape., A short time before sundowa on the third, we moved

out and joined the colwan merching for the battle field of

 $hi1oh which was some 20 or 25 miles from Corinth near which

Ojlacé we had been in camp. We marched thet night until aftex

R |

midnight, when we camped and remained until day light, when

: Wéyﬁook up the line of march, which was continued until asbouf

A
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the midéib of the evening, when we went into camp, or bi-
veueced for the night. The infantry in the line of bat
by the vay, the first line of battle I hzd cver scen. Barly
the morning of the fjfth we were in marching order and movgi
out to the road ﬁut did not move any further until the morn-
ing was oonsiderably.advaneed. It appcared there was som
misunder standing about the road we were to take, which was
the cause of the delay, or some other com2end had mnde & mis-

teke and we hed to wait for this command to get in its posi--

3

luex af,jbe m&n’who Wag'weilding the terrible machlnerflof

_,-‘.u_‘_.

Whiqﬁhyé formed a part. .

ﬁevs wbre uent rcund Jor

'°hor¢ d:quance 1n Iront,

tion. VWhile we were waiting here I saw for the Tirst time, tfu'

sen'l. A. J. Johnston, Poke and Beauregard; Thej and their };‘5

ail stopping near our position for sometime, we hed a gobé:).;

Pos;tiOn.;’ ; : ; :
; Bétulp_ Tes befo"e u° and no longer a Jeutlph -matter Orf; .
; : us to xeep q}iet—vhe epem" being b{i)
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u'r

———prayer was ntte

red that night,- no:doi®t by lipe unaczeusiom

ed to prayer. uunﬂav morulng' the 6tk of April, We were uf

before the ﬂé?'llght. T%ile trings were fet indisfinct;ln

" the barly-ﬂawh,'shots‘were'heard, apparently bUb 8 hortq

distance im front, beginning with a stot now and theﬁg.buti

% - - e ~ Fe
L 2 = . . g » 3 T s 2 - =
warning up as things became more distinet, until they follg
B v el : . - r =
ed each other in quick succession, now and tken bredkiﬂg'bi

- into the sharp quick ratt‘e of rapid fwr:nc. It wes nov e-
}v1dent be"ond o doubt tbat ‘a flght vas close at hdﬂ\.. This

‘n.
Strong evidence was veunre& to convince us, t}at a bnutle-

= A

:{‘Ejras a thing of reality, as well as to be TEQd of in his of;

‘-;and rozance. Atteuulon was cailed and we were snon on our

ﬁay to the Troohk., Quletlj and in oréder we EOVEd on. Tnere

_sere no s;gns of axcltement all seemed QDflOUSl? 1muvessed

‘.-..

Shortly aftpr sunrﬂce we mgt.:

_.__ ‘ T i

SOJE of tbe ouﬂded returning from the iront It wes evis

dént ne were being helﬂ in eserve for Peuvv fi?id;;;ﬁbﬁh ’

of mus?euery apd artillery vbs 501ng on in *rout .Fov so?ef
_t:me we advunced Tlth our brigade Clarvs in 11ne of bat--
e ] = i' __1,; .

(]Dtle the ba terv in coTumn 0'i pleces-' my gur the ¢i,ut,
: -5 -

Just ﬂeeplng dressed with the infantrj 11ne. Soon we came_k

-‘-u A \". T R w ¥ =

ﬁo more 1mpve%slve morks‘bf %he'battle the trens n;ﬁted by'
: ‘r{;ﬁ S



minnie balls and the dead scattered through the wWoods, 7The
spirit of beiile was around us, and we were not shoclked by
hese poor remnsnts of mortality, vhich et other times, woulad

have sent thre chilled blood back to our hearts. Thus sare we -

the creatures of circumstances. In the meantime, our brigade

'Clarks}, had Leen moved by the right flank, leaving us orders

to move on in the foad, in the direction of the firing, as the
woods wus too thick, and the country too broken for us to
zeep up with the brigade. While halted to tre right of and

near an open field across which a line of battle was stretched

J7e, for the first time heard the soft fluttering sound pecu-

fiigr toa rifled cannon shob. 1 d4id not notice this flutter;:D

irg until Capt. Stanford called my attention to it, and asked

e 1 1 kueow Wwhat it was and fold e to wotoh tlet 1ina of

?

)attle a moment. The columns of dirt thkrown into the air ex-~

plaihed it ail and one crashing through the timber just over

our heads shortly after, causing us to pa; most unexpected
&, :

o3 .
bbeisance to its highness, informed us that we were now under

{ -

lioving on & short distance and passing by the end of

f'ﬁgfb cortest going on st the further end. A Yankee battery

.”%ﬁi\i’ ' 20

8 long Tield stretching away to our left, we could see a ;.Q?)_

ng awey at our men, standing not more than & hundred

1



|2 T yeré" in ,ronfd and soon had
cross the field. Our men hed charged the baltery and fail-
ing to take it, had to rctﬂre. But this was only a gijmpse
(143f the terrible work heing dome all througn t!ose woods and
- fields. It was the first I lmd seen and remained fixed in
my memorys Even now it reminds re of 2 grond pjcturé of'é
Lbéttle. A short distance Iurther, and we were in the desert
; ed camp of the enemy, the tentg standing and everything left
- as though tﬁe'troops had only gonre out on review, ' We Tinist

2T

J:f*ed our breakf&st at thelr expense as we pasced through. They

haﬂ not vacated hlthOﬂt a struggle as was ev1ncad by the num
1_]ber of killed and.wounded scattered about. e nere now clos
1% up to the scene of action end the minnies bagan to 81nu shar
=-'""-‘.'_'L;,r around us. ' Our llne of battle wos seen a {ew hundred ;rf
;}T’a_ras 3 Phgnt s’tan&ing-énd firing, but -the enemy was hid .
. ;;frdm us by the umd erbrush. Iﬁ-a few minutes Cen'l. Hindman
'f. ga11opcd up, app&rently wild with excitement, and announced

‘with s *10ur1sh of language sometthg like & school bov s

‘ Lspeech that we were ga*nlng a gloriouc victory"

s

the enomy

‘e g
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Moving h1't & -.{;r'ot a_ or‘t_,_ _ﬂ\i_&t_a};ce to the left, he }?01511;_0& . “
to_- 2 51 1;{:]*1, elevati on 1[1 i:rort of m@;: ‘z‘e_glfi-t.e(': l"ig‘ The L _;
t?i'tsflﬂ.-éu} rear, . The TlUJLbEI of the d“ad of, the enc,rry bei-'\:,l-:
nng arouﬁé %howedvthiq éOéluiOﬂ.£8d been conuendéd {gr,'HOli;) ]

- ‘ = Ptk
.‘1

of our'9r00ps were 1n Iront of us wnd but a °ca*ter1ng line:ﬂ;

1

to SUPPOrt-uS %nould the enemy charge our Jattery but tnis_iﬂ
Lbey could not do itk o eyposing bheiv Fanks too much One

of the enemJ S batterles seeing us take n081t10n opened on’

-

us et once. It as olearly a trial of ettle and SPill be- .

tveen ours and the enemy s battery' Our 51x guns were soon -

i +§._ o ,'-‘ St -s-.._, S i _.,,,.

in p051t10n a momeﬁt ‘more. anﬁ tnree deep tunes went rolling

'.-._»_1_-

over the flelu of battle for the izvst tlme.a Thouvh thas WaLjD

our 1rst flrlng we mere well urllleu in t%e rﬂnual 01 the "

1
nleces and Jhe boys WO?ked s}arn quick and vlth a W111 %
every.man at hls post Fe opened mlth shell, fuz eé, and ele—h"ﬁ

4

vatlcn ;or SIX hundred Taras. Our opponeuts replwed wluh no

less spirit andfmost ungratlfylng'preclslon. mhelr shellsjﬁf;;faf

Pl

\,‘ .

and shraperel hlstng and'%ea 'hg about us S&v agely.'-ﬁﬁﬁhdt lijf

-

struck & tree standing&a\few

O I |
= o 3

he bark and spllnters looklng to Lhe rwght £ saw a horse

;feet from us Strlklng m Wlth

"

have hlS 185 taken off Just below ihe Shoulder by e cannon }f;f{

= ; S
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smoke glmost Jrsiiarﬁﬁiult'S"" face hurling him {rom his "h

horse to Lthe groand; he sprang to his fcet, threw up his

arms and agaln fell to the ground, a shot would now and theﬁ_
ij&low up the ground end sprinkle us with dirt, I felt sure

ve must all be killed erd expected every moment to have the

R P R N

life jerkednout of me by e-cannon b, 1 thought it ;5;05—
cible for a man to live anny moments in that terrible storm.:

But this did not »revent us from working our guns and remen-~

*

bering the order to "fire low", Our firing sooh began to

4

tell on the ehemy and they becan to be less accuréfe iR their

B

-'aim, end to slacken their fwre., Observing this wé exertied

urselves, if no“s;hle St37] more and, g | t}JﬂP in not mOre'

than ten minutes from our first shot the cnemy's:-guns had

cebseﬁ to replj, and we were oruereu to cea%e rlng. - The

enbmJ Tas drlven 4r0A his 9051t10n aru the Ilrln; aguln re-

L3 ®

tired towards the Iront. Our woun&ed horses &nd men repluc-

ed by oth rs and e . Iollo‘ed on 1n the LraLL of the battle

”q-every wh ere markei by the mangled iormn o f the aead. fﬁe ed |
o ]
_sometlmes to move ﬂaem ont of the way of our guns to Lcep

(:)rcm p&SSlng ovev them. Vherever a stand wes made the dead

lay thickest..: SOmP places they were piled on each"bther..

Guns knapSacks an& clothlng weve snattered evevy fhere SRt

= w o=

FiacnitT 25 .



h the woods. After striking the line vnerc the battle

En
o

throu
ﬂbcgan in the morring, at no time durin~ the day did we fiﬂd

ia place unmarked by the killed. It was more iterrible than I
thad ever thought a battle field conld be. One place particu}
lkarly struck my attention: it was vhere a Yanliee battery hagd
Tfought. Sore seid il wes the same battery we hsd fought that
#orning, but we had changed positions so often thet I could

kot teli what pert of the field we were on. It waé evident
QLur men had ceptured the battery, but the fight, for it must
:;ave been fearful even jfor that fearful field. The dead al-"
?%ost covered the ground, being across each other and in every .
‘bosition. Rebels and Yankeoes together. Horses had fallen :)
.Fead togethe r-the reins still grasped by the cold, pale hands.

|

‘ Humbers still held their guns in the various positions in

,Which death hed found them., Cur team of six horses all dead,

tlay still hernezced te the timber of a gun. It was indeed a

-isunlime picture of heroism-such a scene is ever wor thy the

_?respect of & soldier, be his unj form what it may. I have of-

' ten recalled this sight to my aind, when the bravery of our
.'foes has been called in question-brave men had fought and fa:)
|len here. Zravery and devotion to the cause for.which he

fights are the virtues of a soldier and are worihy of re-

24
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spect. Femoving sSuch as werec in our path we followed on af
ier the retreating storm. There wes no internicsion.True,
(i)at times, the fighting would be heavier, generally prececd-

~ed by a cheer. Tnese cheers were sure to be followed by

~sueh crashes of musketry and roar of artillery as -fo tell

of & death struggle of a charge ard then quieting off into

an alnost monotonous rattle. Once dur in~ the evening we

were nlaced in position, in connection with another battz=xy
in order to dislodge the enemy from a poscition he had taken;
but before we received the order to open on thowm, oiie of th

those wild shkouts went up, followed by the sharp crackling |

ﬁL)of thousands of guns, and the enemy vwas swept from his last

LA e

strong hold, and retired to the position of their gun boats.
WWith the river in the rear, they, beaten.and in disorder,

we, Tlushed with victory, escepe appeared im;ossible. The

R T e S LS

crisis of the battle had come; but the s,irit that had wield
3

ed and directed the ficr; mass hzd gone. One more gallant

i

charge and we had not fought in vain. Tassing by a small

et

dwelling and some out houses near which a pile of cotten

PER Y PR

{j)bales were burning, vith & few dead and hundreds of stands -

of small arms scattered around, we pressed on after the en- |

emy.‘ Ey impression at the time was, that the river WaS_Qp}j




ly a couple of hundred yards away, seeingwht I supnosed to
-fhe the r iver banks but may have becen mistaken. Passing to
the left and going perhaps half a mile we fell in with our
lire of infantry which appeared to be on the point of making
g charge. The infantry lay down and our guns were placed "in
oattery”™ or in fighting attitude. While were we-e advaucing
to this position the enemy was shelling us, or rather the .
woods where we were for they could not sce ns,; but knew very
'well we were there. By the time we had got our guns ready

. for action the shelling became terrific. e soon found out
that this shelling came from the gun boats. The boats were
2ontealed by the trées, but the henvy smole rising from every
discharge showed where they were. At the point where we
.were affairs were evidently confused, and the officers at a

| loss vhat to do, or knowingz were unwilling to do it. At one
moment we would be ordered to open fire, and the order would
be countermanded the next. Ordered once to "to 1§Mber to

the front"™ or gzet roady to advance. Then an order to load

%with canister and be ready to repell a charge of the eneny,

it being reported that they vere reforming unier cover of ;)

the boats. The gunboats horror had siezed on both men and

officers. Our position was very trying one for raw troops




e gl brse
7_4;;.;1)er1é:1ced soldiers would have scen at a glance that we

were comparatively safe. One position was in a hollow, the
ground rising in a gradual slone to the front. Behind 1:}1)155i
rise was the river and the gun boats. Having to elevate

their gsins, so as to Tire over the top of the hill in our i

i

front , the shells all pacszed harmles:ly a few feet above our
I

heads, making a most demoralizing crash among the branches
of the treces, but seeming to us, to almost graze the ground.
An effort was made by soie of their officers to get the in- |
fantry to cherge. The storm of shot and shell was too
Tierce, and it really appeared cerftain death to rise and
~/face it; and besides they thought it madness for men to o-
nenly face gun boats. They were worn ont with the da;s hard
fighting, marching and double quicking, and the fiery immge
of moving was gone. They did not rise to strike the last
blow that would have gained the day. Victory still marched
dn; but the eye that had a1l day watched her irom through
the smoke of battle was closed in death, and one less pierc-
ing failed to see her in front still waiving us forward. The
'{‘_)order came for us to retire and the line began to fall beck-
not hestily or in disorder, sileatly they marched away from

the victory for which they had fought so well and were now

27




made us very conforiable after tre rough times ve had juct

passed through, and Lthe prospect of gelting home rmde us
/)‘feel cheeriwl. Although the lrain rvas moving all night, 1
rested well. The comnany after the battle of Shiloh report-
ed some twenty-cne or two men in "killed, wounded, and mics-
ing®. Four, I think, were killed on the field, two captur-
ed-the otiiers were wounfed, two of whom éied of their wounds,
At Grand Junction we met scveral old men from Grenada wio :
had sons in the Battery, and as it was difficult to lezrn
the truth during so much cxcitement, they were trying to
qn)learn the trutk during =o much e:citome:t, they were irying
"to get to Corinth to learn the fate of their sons. They cous
could get no further tian tke Junction on account of mili- \
tary ordevrs. They were anxiously inspecting every train of
wounded that came by. On coming to our car one of them
found both of his sonS'woﬁnﬁeﬁ, one of them mortally. It
wves an aifecting sight to see the gray headed father mecet
his wounied boys and weep over them. At Grenada, iiiss, I
~was met by my Uncle, Mr. Wm. Ross. «e had first received
(t)é dispatch that I was killed, followed by onec stating that

I was only wounded, thus leaving him in doubt still as to

my fate. He had set out to hunt me up, and had stopped 2t

43
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Grenada, 16 obtain inormation of the comnany and to look
through the hospitals and sce 1f I had come, ard examined the
traeins of wounded as they passed. I glsdly responded to his
call of "any of Stanford's Battery in there?", and felt :
much better, knowins I was in good hands and no longer nced
look out for myself, and felt as secure as if already at
home. Saturday mornins, Asril 12th, ve got home, which e-
vent very naturally produced much cxcitemerit. The wrevail-
ing opinion seened to be tiat I must die as I had bee: vound-
ed in battle. And my good, kind Aunt shed many tears over.
"her luckless boy". After I got hom, my wound gave me 1it-
tle or no pain. Thants to the good nursing I got, I was cdi“)
fined to my bed some six weeks hefore I was able 0o use .y
"game leg". I waé however, over anxious to return to the
amry, not for love of it, nor a sense of duty, but in order
to prevent a ckarge of "playing—off“, which I did not 1like

to hear spoken of even in sport. During my a@senge from the
Company, the re-organization took place, and other officers

were elected. The whole arm, w2s re-organized at the sane

time. 1 received a letter from Roudea statin; that I was ;)

elected senior second lieutenant of the Battery, thoush I

was not officially informed of the fact, because the offi-

aA




losing thuzh no fexlt of theirs. Had Johnston been thrern
to oxder & ehar=o. ‘it ouid Tawve been dorpe ¥abn f=r better

spirit than they now menifested in retiring. Bul such was

the decree of fate and with it, it is not our province to _:) ;

complain., I do not remember the ezact time we began to fall

back, but think the sun was probsbly half an hour high. Ve
did not get to tie camp assignsed us until after dark; AS W
passed through the various camys of the enemy-which our men
now occupied, and bagan to lizght up with their camp fires,
the effect of the day's battle was strikingly prescented.The
bodies of the slain lay "thick as sutunn leave". The wheeis
of our guns jolted over hundreds of discarded musketé. Ligk t)
were moving in every direction as the living hunted for the

Jlost friend. Sad groups stood here and there around the

: t
| 1

561

1 white faces of the loved and honored. Thare was an

indescribable spirit of grief brooding over the wearied ar-
ny. Ve went into bivouac svme two miles Irom the river, the
infentry being hetween us eand the encmy. There ﬁas a large
number of the enemy's abandoncd tents standing some {wo hun-
dred yards in front of us. Te had orcers to stay with Our,;)

guns and not siraggle in search of plunder. This order did

not prevent some of our men paying a visit to the abandoned

tents, getiing a number of articles of clothing &c. I did not




leave the com.any, Sevoral dead bodioes lay recar our ceamp
fires-naar enoush to be seer by the ligkt. It was a gloonmy
night. Every thing was very quiet thet night-only a partiy
-of soldiers diging & grave nesr by po disturdb our feverish
rest, after the day's excitezent. Ve were up early the
morning of the seventh, but did not move until after csunrise:
Our imoression was, the beitle was over with for the _:resant
Gen'l Buell had come to tura the tide of battle, and another|
terrible day was in store for us. I do not rcmember the c=-
act time of day, vhen an officer cam uh» and ordered us to
the support of CGen'l Ereckenridge, as the enemy was concen-
\:xmutlng in his front. It must have been nine o'clock when |
we took position on the line of battle. In the m-antime
the sharp crackling of muskets toldthat the enemy was precs-
ing owr lines. The enemy kept his artillery well up in fron{

and the smail arnys wero often lost in the ZFeep tunes of Lhe

cannon. Jow, as in the day before we had -to take oar positior

unier fire. The firing was not aimed gt us for we were hid |
from the eneay by the und ergrowth. The shelling was iniend-!
(:)ad feel "of our lines". Our Battery was posted on a hill,
an open field to our ri:zht, the grourd sloping dcwn into a
hollow in our front end ‘hen rising again to a hill of the
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came hight &s the one on which we stood. "On thic opposing
hill, the enemy had taken position, fom which they were
now warmly shelling the woods where they knew our lines were
though completely hid by the bushes. To our left znd about“
a hundred yerds from us, another of our batteries was in
position mking ten guns we had on our ridge. In our rear
and some thirty ysrds from us, our line of battle of infan-
try, was beinz irawn and ready to support us, should the

‘enemy charge. Our battery had but five guns; one hed been

disabled in the previous days fifht and sent from the fielad.
The Shell‘from the enemy's guns were making the crest of our
hill rather'unsafe, when we "unlimbered®. TWe opened with -
all our guns immediately aiming at the sound of the eneny's
guns, &s they were masked by the woods, arnd the only sign

we could see of them was the smoke rising from the bushes

where they were hid. Our first shots developed their la~

tent powers, and from those bushes came sugh a Succession

of deafening peals of thunder as I had never heard before,

seeming to almost 1ift us from the ground. A mad storm of
shot, shell and canicter swept by us. A mad storm of shot _:)

'shell and canister swept by us. -The first fire did not ex-

el e e - St e 8

haust them. The flash, the roar, ard the iron storm con-

30



tinued to come without intormiscion. Ye had seen enough to
know that our only hope was to distract the encmy, by well

[k

« ¥n6 replices

w

directed and quick replies from our own gun
of the enemy becams less imprecsive, as they were lost in
the deep, animeting roar of our guns. The hiss of sho? was
gone , but the shivered trecess and the limbs {rom above our
heads marked their presence. Sevoral times I thouzght I felt
their hot breath as they hissed by. ©Still more terrible ef-
fects followed. The lzad rider of @y gun, John J. Bovien,
who .was standing by hoiding his horses, was hurled some ten
feet from where he stood by a cannon shot striving him just
\[)elow the hip, tearing the leg ncarly entirely away from hig
body. I started to him, but at a glance saw his condition;
beinzg but & few feet from him I could hear his crys of "O
Lord" Oh! Lord," rising a‘ove the sound of battle. I Leard
them but a morment and they died away, as he passed "from tim
to eternity", Even before another man could get to nis norse
to take charze of them; one wdgs down, a shot through his bod
and the other with his leg shot off ahove the knee. The air
([)eemed to be full of missels. It was plain that 'the eneny
had the numbers on us, and were determined to give us the fu

benefits. We were far from submitting quietly to the fierce

3l
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rrent of thelir anzer. snd I have ne doubt that our ten

E o5 Y.
guns rede thelr position nearly as disagreceasble as ours. I
do not think this fight was kept up more timan twenty minu- )

tes, when the line of infantry which was lieing behind us,

was ord red to charge the batteries in our front.  We ceas-
ed firing as they passed betweon our guns. A moment after
they pasced down the slope and into the bushes in our front

the musketry began to rattle at a most terrible rate. Ve

stood by our guns anxiously awaiting the issue of the charge

It lasted but a few minutes. Our men were repulsed. The

batteries in our front were strongly supported by infantry. 4
The storm that swept through the thick undergrowth could no :) .

be withstood. The line that charged came back in confusion-
so deadly wes the reéeption they had met, and so demoraliz-
ed by the shock, that they would not rally around our Bat-
tery. Their officers tried in vain to rheck them. Capt.
Stanford called on them in vain to rally, and not let his
guns fall into the hands of the enemy. Tellfng %hem wve
could drive tle Yankees back with the Battery, if théy would
stand by us. They were in & panic, and deaf to the call of ) :
duty and honor. Again we opened with our guns deprecsing |
them so as tp sweep the bushes in the hollow in front of
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us with canister shot; expecting every moument 1o see the
eneny almost at the pmcczle of our guns, 28 the small growth
would notl permit us to see more than twenly yards from us-
tlat is to see men advancing, but looking over Lhe tops of
these bushes we could see the smoke from the.enemy's guns
on the opposite ridge. We were now fighting to save oué E
guns. The firing from the enemy's carnnon had ceased. Ve
knew what it meant. The infantry was advancing. Ve knew
those bushes .were swarming with thousands. With guns de-
pressed so as to sweep close to the ground, we hurled our.

: canisier at the unseen foe. They must have given back under

k)t:}ur fire; and had we continued to fire, would have held the
posi tion until re-enforcements reached us. But an unfortu- ;
‘nate order came for us to retire, end, still worse, the or-
der was only partly understood and caused some confusion.
A1l of ovr guns limbered up. My gun having an open way mov-
ed out first, which was the regular order in which we al-
ways moved. Going but a short distance we observed the guns
were not following us, and at the time did not know vwhat di-

(:)rection they had taken, or what had become of them. It

would not do for us to retire without them, Turning to the

left we unlimbered our gun on the edge ol the field near
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vnick we Thad been fighting. This field was ahbout a hun-

i dred yards wide, the bushes standing thick on the edece up

. to the opposite side, from vhich the minnie bells were com-

E ing through ve could not see by vhom they were fired. Ve had

locaded our gun, intending to fire into tke se bushes, when

Sen'l. Breckenridge and his son rode up to us. The Jen'l

. told us to delay our fire awhile as he thcught our men still

'iheld those woods. At the moment Gern'l B. came up a wounded
soldier was hobling by, and said to him "Gen'l. I am badly

';uounded". I cannot now recall the reply, but was perticitlar-

ly struck by his words of kindness and sympathy for this un-

| known soldier "friend". They were not such as I expected toi)

L

come from a general in the midst of a terrible battle., Ile
dismounted for a moment behind a tree, to thre leewsrd of which
several of us had taken our position after the order not to
Tire, to examine a slight wound we had from & spent ball. The
rresence of a general had for a moment or so called our atten-

tion from the Yankees. hen we again looked across the open

‘'space in our front, the little jets of smoke darting out from

ithe bushes, and the "ziping" of balls left no doudbt in our ':)

;miﬂds as to who: occunied that side of the field. As Gen'l.

Breckenridge mounted and rode off, he ordered us to fire at




Dunlep stood near by holdings my and his horse. Roudeau

(t)dcalt out the smnunition and John Sledge brought it to the

gun eand placed it in the muzzle., I rammed the charye down
Wi thdrawing the rarimer and throwing it down and step to the
trail to csee that the gun had the proper raige and then fi-
red, Tull into the bushes. 4s the gun stood on the edge of
the field, I was left entirely unprotected. W¥hy 1 was not

killed I do not know, unless there was a pover that turned

aside the balls, for the others being in rear of the gun, I

.. was certlainly a fair target. After firing in this way for

©,

here they are, right on us"., Before we could get tho gun

limbered, two more of our horses were shot down, and it was

not longer in our power to save our gun, and in fact we were

-literally in the midst of the enemy. Iearly all their guns
being empty, I think saved us from death. This line that
was so close on us apnroached from the left, and swept over

the other part of the battery before they got to us. The

(:hmshes being so thick kept us from seeing them until they

were in a few steps of us. The line across Lhe Tield did

not show itself until we had ceased firing. As soon as ve

ze

Thero was but four of us left to work the gun., Lieut,

five minutes or more, Lieut. D. called out "limber your gun,

|
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we droppet
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sew our horses L0Whg

all hands put ¢ = through the bushes at sometiiing better

than & double guick. Lieut. Dunlap was mouated and still :)

held my horse, I lost no time in getting into the saddle

i

but the others t:md the start of me, and were gone so quick,
that in some war I lost sight of them in the smoke and con- r'
fusion, for it ceemed that the enemy end the hindmost of q
our men came up almost as one confused mess. Guns were fir-
ing and balls singing on every side. Just as I had settled
in my saddle and before my horse had made half & dozen juaps (!
a minnie ball was through the upper pert of my thigh cut-
ting the cantle of my saddle before it slruck me, then paséw)
ing through my lecg in a downward direction and spending its
force against the front of the saddle, it passed on down in-
side of my pants, end finally rested in my boot, vhere, I,
or rather the doctor, found it after we got back to Corinth.
The shoclk from the wound was very severe; even at the in-
stant of receiving it. Ify first impression was that. & can-
non ball hed thrown a limb or a piece of shivered wood ag~.

ainst my thigh, the pain being similar to that produced by‘t)
a heavy blow. The sensation was 1like that vhich I suppose

would be caused by & man striking a double handed blow,
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with a handspike across the ghigh. There was none of that |

burning pain thet I thought wowld come from a

npiercins
l._e,cl_-"_, Ey

ball passing through any part of the body, and was surprised
(j)after passing my hand under my log to sece if it was broken,
to see my hand covered with blood. I did not checl my horse
while making this investigation, but let him "have his own
sweet will" which inclined him then to get away from bad com;
pany. Within a hundred yards of the place we had left our |
gun, I met a regiment of infantry coming to our relief. i
They were too late. There was an opening in the line vhich
- 1 wes .tempted to ride through, but wouldnot do it as they

L-:)might think I was "demoralized” more than imrt. I did not

stop to see how they met the encmy. The rattling of their

guns soon told that they were et work., Some of our boys
who stopped élbSe by said there was some gallant fighting
done around our old gun-our men are taking it but unable to
hold it long enough to withdraw it. The battle was lost
and the resistless numbers of the Yankees slowly crushed
our exhausted men from the field. Slowly and stuhbo;nly
(:)tMey gave back to the enemy the victory so nobly gained the
day before. Passing through the woods where lay the friends
" that had fallen the day before they would turn and dash
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such fury as would bend and
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ine s. Bt a1l To no noe. “The blitaze of

et

break their heavy

victory was lost in the gloom of defeat. Soon aftier I had

¢ }

wound and thought I must fall from my horse. ZLuckily I met

passed the advancing line, I began to turn sick from the

a stray cavalry man, who gave nme a cantcen of water, I was
very thirsty and drank nearly all of it. The ca¥alryman

then rode with me until I came up with some of the boys be-
longing fo the Battery. Sagt. Duncan rode on with me, He
promised to put me on my horse again should I fall off as I was
was still very sick, and had to put my arms around my horse's
necx to keep from falling into the hands of the Yankees.  )
That and decath were equally balenced. Just before we got to
the field hospital we came up with an ambulance containing
several of our wounded boys in charge of Lieut. Hardin. At
the field hospital I was taken from py horse, and as my leg
hzd- by. this time become stiff and sore, removing me from oy
horse gave me great main. We were now about a mile fyom the
place, the Battery was captured. The ground about the hospi-

tal tents was covered with wounded, end an ambulence load  )

coming in every few minutes., One of the surgeons gave ny

wound a hasty examination, applying some lint, and a bandsge,

Z 5
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which., B the way,. =ac 81] the dressing 1t §ob until we
.reached Corinth. The Dr. concoléd me by telling me I mus

(jyeep my_leg as quiet as possible and not use 1t at all the
ball having passed s0 close to the artery that it vould be
liable to Purst from the least exertion, snd 41T it d4id, I
would be a dead man in less then five minutss after. I re-
solved to keep quiet., As I lay on my blanket on the grounad
and listened to the firing in front, which apoeared to be |
drawing nearer, I became nervously aware of my situvation.Sur-
rounded by the wounded of every class from the "slight" to

(:jhe "morival™, some crying out under the examination of the

“ doctors-some dying-others already dead. The debris of the
battle drifting by in a continued stream, was a scene that |
I cannot soon Torget. I felt that I was on the current of
events “&nf felt that I could no longer struggle against

that uncertain stiream, Vhen Lieut. Hardin left us he pronmic-

ed to get some conveyance and move us on to the rear. Anx-

iously and doubtfully we awaited his return. We did not i

Canow him then as we afterwards did, or we had waited with

less misgivings. After an absence of an hour or so he Pe= %

: : . 5 ; > I
turned with an ambulance. we were soon placed in il and mov-
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ed on slowly tavards the rear. 1 don't kuow thot I ever felt

heppicsr in my 1ife than at that momwent. 1 think ve owed

our egscape entirely to Licut. hardin. 1 did not care much {2)
for my wourd but dreaded above all things to fmll into the

: hands of the enemy. After dark on ‘he nuight of the 7th of
April, the dsy on which I was vounded, we halted at the same
camp, wWe had on the nicht of the 4th. Here 1 was taken from
the ambulance and placed in a tent, whizh was soon nearly fil-
led with wouaded and unhurt men: As the weather was bad-rain-
ing during the nicht-every place that offered any nrotection
from the rain was anxiously looked for and held regardless o"j .
expense to others. 1 was so crowded that I édid not have 5
room to turn over. That wgs a micerable night 1o me. Ly

mind was flighty all night from the effect of my wound and

our rough mode of locomotion., The tent in which I lay was
within a few feet of the rcad by vhich we were retreating to
Corinth. By day light I was awvaken by the tramp 6f the in-
fantry, the raettling of wagons &c as they hurried on'towards
the rear. The report was started that the wounded were to b?:)

left here until assistznce could be sont out from Corinth and

at the same time the enemy was said to be still advencing,
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and we the wounded
I made my friend, roud

soon aS he found that

on my horse, and take

we vere ordered to mov

ed me . wWAS mlaced in a

les, cooking utensils

ticles equally confortadle to a wounded

3

in this irregulzr mess

No one seemxed to have any idea of what was

comfort. The only thi

e
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cett

the thousht of

a good deal ‘rom the T

The Ariver was perfect
and only returned surl
i

T
1

world drive steady.

me

pthEblj Tall 13k Yanlc

yYorise not to leave ne
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wa

ve wore to be lefi, he wis to

on Fo Corinthn. Toviards 12

h

C On.

with ome or tio olrcr wound
r

wagon containing tents and tent po-

nicket rope, and various othur ar-

T

Bffe. 1 was plased
with only a blanket spread undcr ne.

required for our
ng that made condition endurable was

frem the Yanlees. I

avay
ough roaods anéd the rougher
ly indifferent to our crys

v replies to our entreatiecs that he

e siowed himself wanting in humanity

on this occasion, ard aftervards proved to be a contempti-

ble coward. 2Bhis v

as

miles of borinth, and

J.

b

ifl. ¥ee, Al dar®> T8 Ters in Lo

though we were worn out, hungry and

suffering with our wownds vhich had only received the rougk

dressing on the field,

and begged that we might be taken

on to camp that night that we might rest and get some at
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tention, still this devil, Kee, rofused fto drive on.z

' AEshT ’ :;

ks

ving

es his enly reason that hkis teamm vas fired. %e hurled onr
enrses at his wortrhless carcass, fTor he had no sopi. 1 woui)
have kiiitag him.had it.beeh in my pover, an@ kindly(?) in- -
formed him o the fact. Eowever, he went on quietly ungeer-
ing his team, Tortwztely we had stopped near sonme tents,
that hed been thrown out of some over-loaded wagon. Two or
three of the bo;s ccming wp after we had stopped, stretched

& tent, and took us Irom the waron into the tent, and here on
on the wet grourd, with only a wet bla.ket to kecep us warm

we soent another nmiserable nicht. In my drcams I was on the.
field of battle crawling among killed =nd wounded dragging
after me my painful and helpless leg. By &n hour of sun on
tre morning of the 91h of April we were in our ol& camp near
Corinth, I wes removed irom the fagon end placed in a tent
and my wouwd dressed the second time, or more properly, the
ifired T TOor the oﬁe on the fisld wes horddy g dressing,
Dr. or rather Lieut. “rofter procured furloughs for 211 the
wounded for ten days, and the same evening of our arrival

in camp we were placed on the train end at dark rolled off :)

for home. The tra2in was loaded with wounded only-211 in

box cars. The bottom of the car was coyered with hay, which

-
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cers had formed & plan to have this cancelled, end in their
mafniguve=s to effect 3t displayed their triceiter;, on a saail
| (iﬁmale very nicely. Capot. Stanford worked the wires. Iie

wishcd, no doubt, to pay me for opposing his royal will whilce
at Grenada. I do not believe Lieut. Trotter had any head in
the miter. The others were interested. Lieut. T. Res‘gned
soon after the sham election, and at once obtained the renk

of assistant surgeon. The following is 2 copy of the order

which sunerceded the election.
Hﬁy & June 1562.
{f)Extract Heid Quartgrs %%EGQPTPS _
EHENs EEY of the Hissiccippi. .
Corinth, Miss. lay 14th, 1862,
Gen'l Orders HNHo. 27.

The Artillery companies herein named having
been transferred from the State of Tennessee to that of the
Conféderate States and the law of the State of Ternncssce not
authorizing an election of officers the following re-organi-
zation of these companies is here by announced to take ef-

~fect immediately.
O

Capt. 2. J. Stanford's llounted Battery.

Captain ?. J. Stanford |
5. 18t Licut, H. K. MeSwine
JF. 35t hient. Ancil A. Hardin.,
Sr. 2nd Lieut 7i1 3
! iman R, o
Jr. ™ " s A ~{:,n;r09'_§ter.
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y order of Haj. Gen'l Polk,

Signed) Geo. Williamson,
Capt. Stanford Ko A Gen'ls

____________ )

This order was & gross imnosition as appli-
ed to Stanford's Battery. The order could oniy reach Zenn-
essee batteries-we vere from iiississippi. And I don't be-
lieve it was right to apply this order to Tenn. Balteriesaf-
ter they were transfered to the Confederate service and cer-
tainly not to those from other states. It was a flimey cov-
ering for their rascality to accomplish selfish ends. And
plain as the cheat wes, it was successful and never called iT}
questioﬁ. Had T obtained the pos:tion to which I was ju:tly‘
| entitled by a lawinl election, having, as 1 was informed
f trree fourthsof the votes of the Company-I would have con-
| manded the Battgfy during the last year of the 'ar, and clos-
ed with the rank of Centain. The three months I spent at
home while wounded were to me i}e most pleasant monlths of
the War. My time was spent almost entirely at my-Unéle‘s,
Mr. Ross, Ilere T met for the first time my coumin Betty .:)
(now my wife) Sallie, Mollie, lurry, Willie and Sam El&in.l

Uncle NRathan Ross and laj. Cochran both spent somc time at

W
(o]



el — d i = d . = oo

Uncle's while I was at home. 2right as well as dark days,
pass away. The three months that 1 spent at home vwere Tin-

e

( ished up by vy paying a visit to each of my sisters, lirs,
‘:%ﬁﬂst and Mrs. Pearson.
July 1862.
July 21st, 1862 I left home to return to thel
Army, ther at Tupelo, !liss. Uncle, Mr. "m. Tioss, wenl ss
far as Vaughan's Station with me, where I met Sam'l Lamb,
wvho was returning to the Army. Ve went by railrozd by waz
of Jackscen, Miss, & Meridian to Tupelo. Arrived there I re-
_ported to Gen'l, Cheatham and learned that Stanford's Zat-
{itery had left twenty-four hours ahead of me. 1 was then or—?
dered to report to Col. John's regiment and remsin with it q
until further orders. I found the regiment at the depot j
waiting for & train to go to-they knew not where. At dark
on the night of July 23rd, we left Tupelo on the itrain with
Col. Jonn's regiment. Thet night Sam and I slept on top of
a box car. The train running all night. The next evening
after leaving Tupelo, we were in Mobile, Ala., and marched
(:trom the railroad to a steam boat 1lying at the wharf, on

'i
board of vwhich we spent the night. Owing to sirict orders, |

we did no%t looXx about the City. At day light the next morn-
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ing we, or ralier the boat, left for the railroad landing

B

sore 10 or 15 miles ahove liobile. I have forzotten the name
of the place. At this depot I fell in with Henry Head, at :
that timo & Lieut. in the 9th Tenn. reziment and without an%
further orders, attached myself to his regiment with which I
continued until I rejoined the Battery. The next place of

note on our route was llontzomery, Ala., 4t lNontgomery we lay
over & day and night as well as I can remember. Uhile hore,

an incident took plsce, which revealed to me a trait in the

minds of men generslly which I had occasion several times af-

terwards to notice, The wether being warp,!he soldiers in
great numbers, went to the river to bathe some times hundreds

were in the water at the same time. Our camp being near by,

sie spenol most of the day on the bank looking at the bathers.
At the time of which I speak there must have been & hundred,

or more, men in the water within fifty steps of where I was

' standing when the cry of "there is a man drowning™.was rais-

ed. Every men in the water at once struck for the bank, and
igot out of the water.- A cry of shark or aligator would not
have made them hurry more. The drowning mah when he rose ﬂ{:)
first time was s.me twenty yerds out in the stream. By the

time all the men had got out of the water and turned to look
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for the man, he rose a second time in less ithan len yurds

|

of the bank and not a man of the huandred undressed men who
/’)stodd on the bank atirred to help him. A third time he camé
slowly to the suriface just showing his head and arms which |
floated to the top and were visible for some seconds and
then slowly sunk away-and we saw him no more. Had I not wit
neesed this I would think impossible that so many men would
stand by and see a human being thﬁs perish. Other events
since then have taught me t hat they acted according to the
promptincs of - nature -self preservation. After resting
( )and drawing rations at Montgomery we took the train to At-
fiaut&, Ga. where we only stopped a short time to change en-
gines aml swilch our cars to the olher road and we were a-
gain on ouwr way to Chattanooga, «I'uring the.nicht, vwhilie go- :
ing from Atlanta, to Chattanooga, a part of the train came
uncoupled while going down a grade, the part attached to the

engine going the faster of the two, lcaving the other coming

on down the grade with considerable speed. The engine for

ome cause stopped before it came to the next rise, and the

part vhich had been cut loos coming on struck with great

force against the other cars now stsnding still, driving our
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car full longth into eanother, both cars crowvded with soldiers.

3 e = P ks | T Sl Shety =y N -
the two men were killed ard several wounded. Looking

at the wreck it was hard to tell how any escaped. I was

. slecping on top of the second car in rear of those broken H)

iup, and ceme near going over-board from the sudden check.

n

Arrived at Chattanooga, we toox up our position in the "ev-
ening shadows of Mount Lookout". I remained with the 9th
Tenn. Regt., messing with Henry Head, until the Battery ar-

rived. Having nothing to do and no responsibilities, I had

- a very pleasant time. Henry Head and I had many pleasant

' strolls on the mountain and in the caintry.

August 1862. =
August 17th 1862, after an absence of a lit-
tle more then four months; I rejoined the Battery. Report-

ing at once to Capt. Stanford, I was ordercd on duty as 1st

. or orderly csorreant of the Battery. 1 preferred to take

. cace 1ittle bay, who had behaved himself so well in the bat-;)

ciharge of my o0ld detachment and gun-making my wishes known

. to Capt. S. only confirmed nmy appointment‘as 1s%t Sgt. How-

gver, it made but 1little difference with me; mounting my

tle of Shiloh, I felt as good as new for another fight-

 though, not spoiling for one. August 21st we left Chatta-

- nooga and marched several miles up the Tenn., River, August
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22nd cross the Tean, River in a ferry boat. This wves one of

o

the several pleces at which the army crocsed i1he river. The
i

?ﬂ@es had been concentrating at Chattancoga for the lest 1
month and it was from this point Gen. Bragg began his Xentuc-
ky Compaign in 1862. My notes at first were very short, be-

ing confinod to the names of plascec and datles.

Sept. 1st we were at Pikesvilie, Sequatchie
Valey, and on the 3rd were 2t Sparte, Vhite Co., vhere vie re-

mained until the 6th and then left for Gainshoro, eand croz=s-~

the Cumberland River. Secpt. 8th and camped three miles

ed
';Lmﬁh of the river in Jacicon Co. Ve had c-ossed the Cumbor-

land Nountains now for the first time, a feat we had to ac- |

complish several times afterwards. It required an entire day '

to get our guns and caissons to the top, having as many as

sixteen Lorses hitched to our gun, and as eny men as could
get their hands on_if to push; with this force we could gain
only a few steps at a time. The distance from the Tcot of
the mountain to the summit was ndbt more than a miie, and yet
:)e whole da; was consumed in accomplishing this siiort dis-
tance. After getting to the top we marched on across the

mountain and down the other slope halting juct at daylight

-

o gy e
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pext morning, alter twenty~lour hours of nard work, and

rested a few hours, r¢
ed in all the forms knowm to a soldier. 1In Tsct this was e")
ebout the only article of food we had, but there was plenty
of it, as wec mede it a point to help ourselves from any

field that happzned to be near at hand, and at the same time
siving a liberal nortion to our horses, Sent. 9th left

ht. At sun down ve

[y
6

camp one hour and a half before dayl
camped at Tompskinville, llonroe Co., Xy. vhere ve remained
unvil the 11th. “Then ve again took the line of march and

on the 12th halted at Glaszow, Ky. Sept. 13th & 14th. We N
remgined at Glasgow. CSent., 15th left CGlascow in tle eveniné
and nmarehed until 12 o'eloek a8t night. Seant. 16th left

camp at sunrise. This gave us but little rest, for stopping
at midnight and then having to urharness and feed our horses,
and get up in time next moraing to feed, harness and nove 0o
out at sunrise, consumed tre zrecater portion of the time.

e then marched all day-crossed *the Grees River and at 2 o
clock that night we halted and foruwed in line of battle on
the hills commanding the fort end town of lLunfordsville, wit
vith the expectation of opening on the enemy with our guns

et daylight next norning. Vhile apsroaching the town we
_F‘r)
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-;}e could literally look into the fort, and at the distance

=3

11 the commends were glver

fit

Eod ordeEs U0 Hake neg Boisde. &
in 1ow itones. The lines of infantry as they slretched si- |

)lqntly away in tre noonlight, or moved al..oct unheard into
their positions had more the a.nearance of phentoms than

real men. DBut by the time we had got nosition an order was

sent around thet the enemy had surrendered and vwe might

build fires and camp for the night. Cur fires were soon i
blazing merrily, and we, without waiting to find soft plac- j
es, wers sleeping under lheir nrotection from the night densi
At Ilunfordsville 4300 Feleral prisoners surrendered to Gen'll
Bragg. After the torms of capitulation had been agreed on,
the Yankee commander wented to know of Gen. »nragg to what
force they had yielded. GCen'l. B. in orier to eonsole him
and at the same time not let his own strength be kiow, re-
plied, that hed he not surrendered not less than seventy
pieces of artillery would have opensd on him at daylight.

Fext morning showed us that we had the Yankees in a close

-

place, when they hawled their colors down. T“he Baitery was

on a hill which completely commanded the inside of the works.

ve were, could have landed every shot inside the works. 17th

left ilunfordsville in the eve..ing and marched eight miles

'
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and camped, After sel oot b

; >cting our camp and, aS ve hed s
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but little during the last twio nights, some of the boys had
already rolled themsclves up Tor the right. At sundown, _)
orders came for us to march back to lunfordsville. A heavy
rain was coming as we moved out, which continued most of the
ight, causing us to mics another nipght's sleep. Ve had
mzrc.ed some mile ar.d & half vhen orders came for us to halt
and await orders. Cur teams remained st2nding in the road,

harnessed all night, A fence was on each side of the road-

et 2ayiight it was gone and we felt warmor. 18th at 8 o'~
clocx A. M. we again turned our faces north and morched 1- ”)
1/2 miles to the camp ve left the evening before. e cemain-
éd here until 1he next morning and enjoyed a good day and
night's slezep. %e had had but little the last three nights.
19th Started a2t 7 A. . for lunfordsville. Camned on the hank
of Green River just below the town. Lol far from R. K. bridge

20th In the evening we left liunfordisville again and marched
21 miles. After midnight before we got into camp. £1st Up

at daylight. Orders to marcih at 7 A, M. Canmp at lHuggins- ‘)

ville and get to be? by 8 o'clock at night. 22nd Reveille

at 2 o'eclock in the morning. Read’ to march at 4 A. H. Pass
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‘\',,r}rou_gn liew Havon. Lross i:mirongn Iu]_lS, eamp at 10 o' oloer

night, ons and a half miles from Lardston, Ky, 23rd Re-
vellle at dajlicht. Harnessed and ready to marci: et 10 A.

M, Marched 2t sundown . Go six miles and camp four miles

Eaat of Bardstownm, flelson Co. £y. 24th & 25fh revain in

Camp resting. 26th Orders to harness at 3 o'clock 2. M. a
sunfown unharness without lecaving camp. 27th RHemsain in came

canp. 28th Swiday-"rite Lhome and send ihe lettier by hand

to Chottanocoza. 29th Iioved camn one mile further east of
Bardstown to lianle Lrove. _301h Nothing doing in camp. Every

thing going on as ucual. Still is the maple grove camp.

£

0T ours and that of the enemy. Ko one alloved to lecave camp

only on urgent business. : |
: !

Plenty of canmp rumors in relation to army nmovements both

October 1862.
Lst-Weather clear and pleasant no Ifrost yet.
Ky wound still continues to discha rge, with conc iderable

soreness. 3rd First section goes on out post duty lorth of

Bardstown., Battery received marching orders at sundown,

':)Leave camp at sundown and march five miles and camp at 9

T

o'clock, _4th TReveille 2t 3 A. H. Leave csmp at 5 A. I

Pass through Springfield, and camp near Texas at 4 P. M,

=5



eled until 3 F, ii. 8rd zamn 4 miles Test of Dunville. E-ar
big guns in the rear. 6th Keveille et 4 A, . Pass by Dan-

ville. First section comes up with us at camp near Harods-

4

burg camp at 3 P. M. 7th Remain in canp some half mile from

Harodsburg until 6 P. . vwhen we slrike camn and march for

| Perryville. 1ihere we arrive at 10 o'clock at night and take

position on a hill ahout a quarter of a mile South of the
town, with the cxpectation of a fight beginning at daylight
in the morning. The hush of a coming battle was around us,
and men sonoke to eack other in low tones. After we had taiken
position, I was sent back to the town to find out where head

(s

nartaers were., There was not a single lirht to be ceen. The
q b (P

' houses were dark and silent as a church yard. 4s 1 roaqde

Lﬁrough the streets and by ways there was not even a dog to
bark et me. It was a striking picture of a dcecerted villege.
The people had left to get clear of the expeccted battle.

8th Battle of Perryville. By daylight we were all.up, and

~expecting to see the lines of the enemy. At sunrise command-

ing began on the right-only occasjonal shots. There was no ;)
sign of the Yankees in our front, though we continued to ex-
pect them and listened with feverish anxiety to the rumors
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and reports that passed along the lines. %e renained in our
position ready for action until 11.30 A. k. Vhen we again
througch the tow:: and took the rosd and turned Lorth.

Going soms mile and a half, unmistakable signs of flight
presented themselves, Sur_eons, wagons end ambulences wore
drawn up in cseveral places, and hospital flags were display-
ed. The infantry vaes thrown intc line uné er cover of hills;
and, as a few inductory shells exploded above our heads,
they were ordered to load. TVhile tho ramrods rattled in the
guns, ve could feel the blood receed to the heart and the
knees snake; we Telt our faces grow a snade paler as we
(i)braced our nerves to look death in the face. Lol far ‘rom
us Gen'l. Clieetham sat on his horse in the midst of his
staff, calaly smoxing his pipe. Carriers were coming and
going. Hecrly half a mile to our left Carns' Betiery was
warmly engaged with the enemy. Capt. Carns' Fepcried to
Gen'l. Cheatham that the enemy was beyond his range and was
using him up badly with long range guns. 4at thz=t. time we
had a battery of brass rifles. Gen'l Cheatham at once or-
lz)dered uz to relieve Carng PBattery: which we imnediately did.f
‘Capt. C. withdrawing his battery, and we onening on the |

Yanks with our rifles. The battery we were fighting was
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spnnonading vas to give the infantr: Liate o form, repers-
téry to eivarncins on the enemy. A short distance te “"he
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rjght of wvhere tlLe )

the field of btattle. @Nol xnowiny the direction the Batiler,

had ta%en, I stonned here sore moments to waten the progress

of the fight. Across the onen Tieids I could sce both lines

Rebels and Yonks-the Febels standing or adva:ecine and fir-

mala g

S

ing-the Yenks lyvins down bepind a fence and I:rinz away

most piously. Little round clouds of smoikze hursti ng over
the Confederate 1lines, accompanied with the Leavy war of ar-
tillery, sl:ovied that they were under the fire both of bat-
teries and infantry., A shout mingled with the roar of bat-'-
tle as the Febels nmede a counter charge-out in the other di-
rection. Our boys-had now gained the woods and had an cqual
snow wWith the Yanks. I rode 6n to tke right as the bhattle
seomecd to be still drifting in that direction. incuiring

all the time for Stanford's Battery. I fell in with Suitih's

51
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Battery (from Hississippi) which was then under a scatte

fire, and vas informed that Stanford had certainly gone to
the left. After staying with this battery & short tipe I

returned again to the left. It was now sundown, and as dark

came on the firing gradually cooled off. After the firing
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Lhza enlbirely ceabed | o 11006 Hepan Lo £hoer v as it wps
tekon up from one 1o the olher, the line of battle covld be
parred out hy the cheorine of the men, The fanxkeces renlied

qqlvfth shots anparently of defiance. This roar of ye
kent up Jor sometire; then quiet gredunally setiled dovm on
the two armies, Night had now set in armd I rode along the
line of battl~, stopping now and itken at groups of soldiers
to esk for the Batiery, of vhich I would now and then get
doudbtful informmtion. 1 continued this fruitless search,
until I arriyed at the exireme left of the infantry line, be-
ing told that Stanford's DBatter, was just ahcad on a road

(:Lointcﬁ out to me whielk was in front of the line of battle.

I had gone down this roed perhaps half a mile Wi thout sceing |
any one, vhen I was met by an officer in artillery uniform.
When we ceme close together he asked me in 2 low tone which
way I was geing? 1 replied that I am hunting for Stanford's
Battery. Ee told me if I were to go tﬁree hundred yzrds fur-
ther dowvn thet road I would be in the midst of the Yanxs,

Ore of the guns of the Zattery to which he belonged had been
/;)eft between the lines and he hed been out to sce if there
was any chance to get it off, He found the enemy had udvanc—f

ed their line up to this gun and now held it. !e both then ‘!
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rode baeck to oy 1irecs. Satis? pd Lhat tThe Baster: was not ¢
pa the Yell 1 returned ‘o the vicht  riding apons the liv-

hattle

h

ing and the dead, as I pasced over the ield, I Texnd

| Smith's Baitery near the place I hed left it. Iere I got

information of Stanford's Battery a2nd directions how to find

Shortly after I hed the pleasure of riding u-: to the conm-any

(- B

- camp. It was about ten o'clock wuen I got with the conjany.

After leaving the first position, vhere I left them fighting

the Battery took one other position from which it fired a

| Tew rounds at a Yankee line of battle, which was aglmost im-

nedictely driven from its position by the chells and a clarge
of infantry. This fight K Perryville, cost our Batter; three-)

men, one killed and two mortalily wounded, amn?® several horscs.

iy little hay came through unhurt. The ambhulances were run-

- ning all night-brining the wounded off thc field. At any

nour of the night wo could hear the cries o pain from the

. wounded as they were jolted over the rough road. I could ne-

' ver scec why this battle was fought, unless Gen'l ﬁ:agg only

w

cbeyed orders from the war departrent not to give up Xentueck-
y without a fight. FHe certainly could not hope to sustain f:)
himsel{ hrere against the force then opnosing him. He cer-

tainly did not fight %o gain time, or if he did, hexdid ot
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meke nuch use of it after checking the enemy TIor he imme-

diately marched out of the State; a2nd he could not hove to

reflect on his own forees. The estimate at the time was
that we lost about(2000)-two thoncand men-killed, wounded
and missing; and captlured sixleen pieces of artillery, nost

of whi-h again “ell into ‘he hands of the cneny, as we did

FE

not heve sufficient teams tc bring them off with us. 9th
Eefore daylicht at 3 A. M. ve were up and ready to march
or fight as the case might be-but the fight was expected.
A 1little hefore day we moved out and fell into column ¥ ith
the infantry. At our last night's camn, I had the bad luck

to leave my Colts' reneater nistol. Vhen I lay down I un-

buckled it and placed it under my saddle, vwhich I used for i
a pillovw, and as it was dark when we saddled up, I did not
see it and never thought of it until it was too late to go
bacxz to look for it. I regretted the locs very much as I
could not oblain another. After daylignt there was sonme
appearance of ﬁ fight. The infantry was drawn up in 1ine;
But this was only to hold the enemy in check while our wag-
on treins were getting out of the way. We soon broke into
column aéd took the pike to Harodsburg where we arrived
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about 12 M. and rested until 4 F, k. As soon as we broke in-

to colwan of march, end if was plain tlat there would be no

fight, Lieut. HeCall rcquested me to go with him to the fie:ﬁ)
hospital 2t which I had left his brother the iay before. Ve
soon found the place. The ambulances, wagons and surgeons
were all gone; only the dead were left, and those for whom
there was no hope of life. Ve dismounted and walked among

he siraightened forms. It was truly a "bivouac of tne dead-"

=

those pale, silent sleepers that quiet October evening., It

i

woes away from the line of merch, and not even a straggling
soldier disturbed solemn stillness of the place. Silently :)
vie passed amonz the dead, or paused beside those whose breath;
ing only told that they lived and must soon be as hushéd and
still as those arou;d them. Ve went.to the tres under which

I had left the wounded man. I stopped by the side of a blan-
zet which showed the outlines of a man under it. The Lieuten-
{an: understood my mecaning and silently drew awyay .the blanket
from the face of the sleeper and looked on the face of his
dead brother. He gazed & morent then burst into tears and :)

kneeled on the ground by his side. I left him with his dead,

renounted my horse 2nd rode back to the Company. I could of-

for no consolation and there wns no time “or burial. Even

r.a
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_){:ustoms of Chrisiians, or rather, ono of the results of 4Aif-

ference of-opinion for both narties are professed Chricstians

s

7hy, then, -shonld the heatlien blush, or, in sack cloth and |

1y |
ashes, bewail his fate when "Christian light and charit&"
display to him his deep dearavity% A8 we marched towards
larddsbturg cannonading was still éuing ol iE-onpy rogr: Bhoy.
ing that the enemy was on the qui vive, and wisn to know
what we were doing. I noticed some wagone and artillery cut
dovn and left on the road by our men, showing that Gen'l.
(:)Bra wae cither ghors OF Toom oy Limes Aileay zesbtiny 8t ;
Hérodsburg some three or four hours we again tooi up our
1ine of meryer, goany Smstl, snd, as Yeport said, te join

esterdey and to-da he
¥ I s

Lirby Smith vho had been fighti

e f%

gotting the vest of the fight. e marcﬁed until midnicht
making seven miles Irom Hardsby and camped. Ye were begin-
ing to feel the effects of the last few dAzys work. Having
had but little sleep for the last three nights. 10th "Ready

(t)to move ggain =% 5 4. 1i," ol much rest as =all of the har-
nessing and unharnessing end feeding, cooking and ealirg,

&ecos had to be done in the space of five hours. "Encanmp=sd

e35)



from Bryantsville about 4 o'clock in the evening.
turns cold in the evening. 1llth Called uwp et 12
~ht and harnessed ready to move. Ordered to unhar-
before day." "Rain slowly all night". "Heard caﬁ;
mmithwest this momins. Remain in camp. Understand

viccss of cannon from the enemy at Perryville, but

o]

moct of tﬁen down after we got them off the field-
15 t0 bring them to Haerodsburg. "I remember thié
disarreegble day. 1l2th "Our lo:us on the field re-
two thousand killed and wounded. Stemart's Brigade
son's 400 Money's 600, Total for Cheatham's Divi-
Remain in camp”. The above report is es we receiv;-)
from hcadquarters, and I think is officially cor-
11y and disagreeable weather. 13th Reveille 2%

2ave camp 2t 6 A. K. Pass throush Lancaster and

18 Horth of Crahbuchard at 10 o'clock ab ni-ht.

he morch again at 4 A. II. Ca..nouiadinz in our rear.,

2 dotm near lount Vernon. Tolay I caw a;samplo of
2than's man..er of controlling his wegon mnstérs.

nad given Capt. Stanford orders to ieep closed upﬁt)
and jucet in our front. Everythinz wes being press-

with the uinoct speed, 2and sore little confusion




in the hurry. An entorprising wagon rester, by cuttins a-
er ss'fiélds, kard driving &c. had got his train up by the
kj}ide of our Battery as we came to a ploce vhere we had ei they
to get in the roed or halt. He tried tﬁ cut in ahnecad of our

Battery and get possession oif the road, bu' we kept too well

clocsed up for hin to get in. ~Finding he could not cowe in in

i
this way, he then told Capt. Stezaford thet he had orders :
!

from Gen'l. Cheatham to cut into the coluzmn at any point in
ordar to push his wagons forverd. In the Tface of sucl: an or-

der, Capt. 8. yielded the road to the wagons. 4s the wagoncs

¥

(i)ofe coming into the road the Cen'l. Himself came up and sa-
vagely dermanded of Capt., 5. "why in hell fire and God damna-
tion he was letting that wsgon train cut him ofi". Capt.
Stanford lost no time in telling how it was. "Show me the
man" was the next demand and in no very nild tones, 7The Capnt
pocinted him out. The Gen'l. saluted him with a showed of

or his

words not very complinentary to the fellow's origin

future destiny and riding un to him, he drew ris head dowm tc
)is 32111c bow and adnministered such a pelting as the fellow
decerved for his lieing. 15th Up at 2 A, L. and coxnvinued

d
on Mareh. 16th Revellle st 3 &. . Doving e 1a8€ fouwr
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deys we have been on hal.’ rations. Do not make more than
b miled and ooy 8¢ 40P, . 1TEn Texeille gt 3 AL 1. Bans

through Londere. liarch abeut 12 miles and canp about 47 uﬁﬂ;j:j
from Cumbe-land Gap. Fighting reported in our rear all day.
18ti: Left canmp auout 10 A, 1. and marched to Barbvurnsville-

made 186 miizs, 19th-Sunday. HMarched 18 miles to Cumberlend

Ford, on the Cunberland Eiver, crossed and camped on

Sonth banlk of the river. 20tk Still on helf raticns, Taree
bisccuite per dgy ani barely meat enough to furnisﬁ Ereane

to put in our flour to make biseuwit. FParched corn in great
derend, ¥requently see men vno say they have had nﬁthing'to .)

eat for two and thiee days. The supply of corn for our hor-

was aleo vary licht and wes mdde still more so by the men

hecl

194}
(]
w

Tdrawing" on it to finish out their own short rations. Cemp-

ed for the night about half a mile South of CwabeXland 5ep.

At our camp by surdown. 21st Cn half ratiorns of flour-4

biscuit-but have plenty of beef, as the Conmpany was furnish-
ed with a vhele beef which we slaughtered and divided amongs

ns, Ceomp on Powell's river, 6 miles from the Gap. At our

camp last night one of our Conzany died-James !I. Viekzelield, ;)

e had been conTined tc the ambulance for sometime with cehronic

diarehea. But as we were in a wild, nou..tainous cowntry, and
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the eremy precsing in our rear all the tims, wve could not

leave him, He wes 8 guiet sgy-nothing man, and submi:ted to
')‘:}is suifering ~ “thout complaint. 1We had lef{t his brother
mortaily wounted on the Tield of Perryville. Ve buried nim

on the sunny slope of the Cumbe-land lountains. The two
borthers hed been transierred to our Battery on our way fn-
to Xy. and were entire stranrers to us. lio one knew the ad-
dress of their relatives or friends and they arc perhens un-.
acquainted with their fate. They were -thdos’ of ihe storm g

tlat svept over our lend and left so many wreciis; and now

(f)they sleep in the neapolis of the "unknown dead". "Qequies-

1

cent in face". Al our ecamp this evening ore of my o0ld Shun

School mtes carme to me and asked me to get him sone corn,

I
2a W

as he was naarly "gone up" irom Hemptiness of the haversack"
i

This was no easy task, as we had stationed & guard over ocw |
horse rations"™ to keep the men from stealing it. I struck ?
on a soit placc in the henrt of the guard and obteined two !
ears of corn for my hungrr Iriend. The claims of the inner
(:)umn were so strons that he went to work on the corn "horce ;
Teshicn"-i. e, without cooking.  The same evening I saw a i

r

number of infantry picking up, grain by grain, the corn

left on the ground by our horses., They were a hungry set;
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and we wers in a like condition, only we could muster more
.

t perched corn than they. 22nd On the mrech agein a2t dsylight,

| : 5 )

"from Clinch River on the South side. fard Reveillse alt 4 A,

=]

‘Pass through Tezwell., Traveled 19 miles and camp half a

fﬁﬁ. Herch at light. Two biscuit for dey's rations. Pass
‘fthrough Innardsville thrce miles and camp. 24th Leave canp
iat sunrise. March 17 miles and camp 5 miles from rnoxville

}\Tenn. Ore 1/4 rations. 25th Remein in camp again vegain to

jdraw full rations. 26th In camp. Snows amnd sleets. 27th

fa three inch srnow on the geeund and we have no winter cloth-
flng to protect us ageinst the cold. And tent flies, at thre )
rate of one to 8 or 10 men, a2re our only protection “rom the .
‘|ocather; and the sarr supply of blankets that we had in the
“ﬁ-Summer canpeirn. ¥Ye spend most of our time in bel with owr

i A
iclothes on as the only means of keernin- werm. e suffered

2s much from cold as from short rations. But to-dey we pget

‘some naow tents, without flies, which meke our condition more
l'-comi'or‘table, while in bed at least. I pay $30.C0 for e, Yan-
oo overcoat. I had my jacket only up to this time. 28th
‘IStarted a letter home by Co, Howard. 29th Capt. Stanford ena

lietail leave for Grenada to get clothing for the company. Or-

Aers to cook 2 days rations. Lt. HeSwine in corwend. 30th
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Leave canp ghout 4 A

1sary wagons do not come up with the Battery. ere now on
,~\0ur way to luriraecshoro, Tenn. The i fantry §oing by rail
road,

November 1E862.
het=mokcille Bt 4 R .

T

dayliczht. o ra

et

jons o-day. Camp 4 nmiles lorth of Xirgs-

v

n.2nd Ready for the march at light. Pass through Post Oak

L=
&)

Harch 16 miles, 3rd Up before daylight. Harch about 18
niles and cam near Big Spring. 4th Leave cemp at 3 P. H.

ard move to the top of VWaldens' Ridge. Camp one mile Trom

i

the top. &Eth EReveille 1-1f2 nours before day ligsht camp

within 6 miles of Pikesville. 6%th On the morch at the usueal

nour. Camp near Dunlap. Iarch 18 miles, 7th Lo rest to-

day. Ifarch to Jasper-22 miles from last nights camp. B8th

Pess throush "the cave", Lo rations of beef or pork for the

last two dsys. Camp on the mountain. liarch 23 miles. th i

Sunday. Pass through Cowan on.the H. & C. ®#. R, Canp one

mile from Winchester. 10th March {o Tullahorm and camp half-
i

llluﬁle Horth of the town on the . & C. E. R Go into camp
in regular order. Expect to remain somoctime at this plsace.

We here fell in with the infantry, which had come by Rail R.

'
-
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12th Get a 1lrove of absence for Tive days and go to see Sce.

Frost who is at Br. $oe Little's nezr Shelbyville. Spend my
five days without the Sec. have quite & plca.ant time while.
)
out there and return to the Battery on the 17th. 19th Us- -
usl routine 5f camp, and ordinary scarcity of rations,
Heavy rains in last few days. Zlst Vrite home and send let-
ter by wr. {ilwell. 22nd Leave Tullahoma with thrce dlays
rations. liarech 12 miles to llanchester and camp half mile
Vest of the town. 23rd March 13 miles Ceamp near Beach
Grove. 24th larch to Murfreceshoro-18 miles and camp vest
of town one or hzlf mile. 27th Heavy cannonading towards

hone :)

and send the letter by G. S. Lamkin, to be mailed on the

Nashville. Supposed to be at Laverque. 28th Vwrite

way to Grenada. 29th Corn meal is now issued to us in place
of flour. About 1/8 ration of bacon & 1 1b. beef to each man.

30th Suniay IHave preaching in Camp. B. ¥. L., Butt deliver-

ing a sermon to the company. (he was a meuber of the Zattery

and cometime wrote for the papers over the Siénafnre‘of
"Léigh") We have ten men in our mess-all in one te:.t.
December 1E€62. (:)
1st Battery orderesd to renort to Cen'l,

Jno. H, Horgan on the Lebanon Pike. liarched 4 miles out

when lhe order was countermanded and we returned to camp




neer !lmrfreceshoro. 2nd-0Occasional heav: punc h-ard -in 5

front. 3rd Prill every day at the guns and on the fiecld.

A1k Blesy and ebld. Toapsdey. 5HBWH Third gan drderad out

on picket on the llashville Pike. Snow fell to-day three

ir-ches dcep. 6th-Saturdey. HNo Preaching. 7th Third gun

returns to camp without having a fight. The catalry hsd a

fight in wWhich they took 70 horses and mules, 13 wagons erd
57 prisoners. 1llth Affaire going on in the usual way. Buy é

apples at 60 cents ser .dozen, ver,; small at that. 12th

Get lotters from home by ¥. C. Erooks daled Nov. 4th, Oct.
. 25th & Nov. 7th. Also receive suprly of clothing. Clear
(
"~ & pleaesent. 13th President Pavis revicws the troops. 14th

Go out on the pize to the piclet post to sce Henry Head.

15th Prepcre for review. Have the horscs harnesscd and hit-

ched up al: day. =Zain from 10 A. H. until night. Unh&rrese:

in the rain. o review takes place. 16th Again prepare for

review, which takes plece &t 10 A, 2I. and requires only ten ,
mninutes to complete it, adter having kcpt us two days with
norses hzmessed and all the men at their posts. The meh

lemlﬁ disguested with such official indifference to their com-

fort. 19th The 30th iiiss. Eeg. arrived hcere yesterday. Pay

!
!
it a visit to see Dr, Frost. ot oresent. 20th Sunday- |

-
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o928 Pegpive letter from Br. rroot and

Precsehizne i1 Camp,y w51
e e B T A R A
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Cannonading in the lorthwest. rite to lirs. K. Z. Pearson.

Ve e [ 2| ~3 9 113 3 el
oath Carnonedins towards Laverqgue. arm and raining. 27th

o

Crdared up last niznt st 12 e'eloek to drew ond eook & days'
rations. Had to send a wagon &nd detzil to town to fet the
rations, in the dark snd rain;: end alter they returned, while

uch

w

it was still rainiag vie had to stari our fires and do
cooking as we could before daylight. This was one of those
disazreeable nights not soon to .bs forgodien. The order

was vntirely unexpecied. Hany a wet and shivering rebel as-
sigried Gen'l. Dragg that nicht, to guarlers wheres he vould *
not be troubled by colld and rain, 28th Get orders fto keep
three days rations coolked and in our haversctis. At 10 A.
M. ordarel to harness and hook up rsady to ta-e position in

line of battle. Unharness at 4 P. ¥, without lsaving camp

All gquiet in front-enery eight hiles off. At 10 P. li. took

tents dowvn and packed haggage in wagons and sent ﬁuem to

the rear. Ve were clearing the decks for the approsching
fitht. 29th Cannonading heard in front at 9.1/4 A, M. Con-.')
tinued occasionally during the day. Tho guns of our Bat-

tery in position on the Wilkerson Pike and romain there all
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nicht. Caicsens romained £t saue o0ld camp during the lay
and nirht. 230th Cannonading osencd at 9 A, l. Heavy injan-
try skirmishins all day. Artillery fighting most of the day
hhaviest about 4 P. M. Caissens moved half a mile down the
river at 11 A. li. Two of our guns engaged two of the eneny's

i

batteries about 4 P, M, This 1little fight ol two of our gun:
guns is described by thos in it as the most tcrriﬁle fire
they were ever under. It lssted only a few moments. Our
two guns were wnder the concentrated fire of two Yankee Bal-
teries &t short range, =nd were thus forced to give up the
voint at once. iieut. Hardin was in commmrnd and is adid to
{:%ave acted very brauvely and coolly-seeming interested only

for those under his command. Ile was the last 10 leave the

posi tion and paid the forfeit with his life. As .he wzs ri-

(]}

ing on after his guns a cannon ball passcd entirely through
his body, ¥illing him instantly. Some of the boys saw him
fall and turned back to help him, but got to him in time to
sce hinm ozen his eyes and close then forever, without a
struggle or a gasp. They braught his body off and, I think,
_)hat night consigned it to a soldier's grave. IHe was a kind
hcarted man ond a good of 7icer. One of the héys, M. Hart-

field, was badly wounded in the shoulder. At 4% P. Ii. tihe
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caissens returned to an old camping ground. ZX¥rom this tinpe

w

I was in eéotrmnd of the ceissens, receivinz orders {rom

L]

4]

on
Capt. S. The gns rcmained in position all night on the g
field. There was some infantry skirmiching after dark. |

Tnis was a rectless feverish night. The two armiss were now
facing each other in fmll face. e a1l felt that what had

talken »nlace wns only »remonitery gusis-the storm must come

on the morrow 31st Before day light we were un and ready
7 £ 3

W .

to move at a mid. A little aftler day light, cannoneding bhe-
gan onthe left of ti.e center: at sunrise, the heavy vollies
of musketir; told that the work of destruction had begun.

The battle osened on the left of our lines end was taken 'j)
up by the commands to the right. The'heav; fighting, all
day, was on the(left, arld center. Shortly after the open-
ing of the battle I was ordered up to the Wilkerson Pike
at the river crossing. Our guns were cngeged with the en-
emy on the oppos te side of *the river during the morning;

but as our forces were the attacking perty, did not suffer

"

n rear of a battle,

[ N

much. To be held in recerve, just
and v’'sited by stray shells and shot, is one of the most ;)
trying end demoralizing positions a soldier can be placed

in. 'e remained at this positicn czxpecting every minute
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to be ordcrzdé inte the mids5t of Lne bauvtle 10 3aply the

The risinzround on the opposite cide

b

guns with ammunitio
.i)af the river hid the combatents from sighti, but the roar of
guns end unintoerrupted rs-tle of shall arms wac terrific.
Heavy clouds of white smoxe rose from the fields and dense
cedar brakes, In the midst of this cloud we could sec nany
Buick flashes and white caps of s:oke from the busting
shells. HNow =nd then would come the cheering of our ren
as fhey charged again am again on the double lines of the
enemy hidden in the thick cedar groves. With vhat terfrible
;:)anxiety did we stasnd by our horses and gaze on thet sublime
scene, A siream of wounded was soon pzsSsing us on their
wey to the rear, I&very form of mangled humanity was passing
along the »pilke. 'Amhulances, wagons, and litters, presced
towards the rear. -Thc blood streaminz Ifrom some and manglcd
1imbs hanging from others, Some hobbled 2long leaning on the
shoulders of & friend; others sta;gered on alone stopping
now and then rest by the road side. But these scarcely drew
our eyes awa; from the smoke of the battle, so deeply vere
~We concernad &n the issue pending there.

December 1862.
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A womnded friend vonld noyr and then eal

S et hle re et i i eerl Surs gF e

[

to ts ag Fe usg eoyy
wounds. We ancwered His words of hopes or deSpair with
brief words of sympathy, then anxiously ask him "how is the
fight going?" Early in the morning the pattle recceded
rom us rapidly. But now for hours it surged send roared
Seeming neither to advance or retire. 5till came the news
that our men were driving the enemy, and the vistory was
surely ours. A column of nrisoners, & thousand strong,
marched by us under a vwhite flag and confirmed the good
news. sabout 1 P, I, a messenge* cane to us Trom the Cap-

ng through the c.lumn )

(i3]

tein calling for ammunition. Pa

|
6]
¢}

of wounded ve turncd un the river and cro at the Fozd

above the ifashville Pilze bridge, then bearing to the left

e

we azein erocted the Limshville Fize and then on to the guas

which were 'n position some half mile South of the walls of

a brick house standing a little to the left of the nike.

LY

.We immediately filled the lizbers uvf the gunc of.replaced

the ammunition vwhich had been used. The walls of tge

burnt brick house was then occupied by the enemy, though- :)
there was but little iiring poing on in our Zront. Stewarti's

Brigade (the one to which our Battery was than attachead)
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was advancinz in line, ard passing our Batter; whon ihe Yarn-
kece batteries onened on ucs and them. The second Shot naarly

s

= 2 . - 2 - v o
covered one of our guns wiik dust. At this momeny Cap

o+

5ot orders to advance hic gjunc and open on the croeny at
close raiage. Capt. S. ordercd me to- retire with tho cais-
sens. After the caissens siar‘ed to the recar I waited a
short time at the suns to see what was going on. 2ut as the

carnon bells still continued to throw up columans o dirt a-

bout us, my curiosity, was Batisfied end I followed the cai-:

ssens, vwhich returned toc the Wilkerson Fike and took posi-
tion dn the river bank., Until later in the evening the en-
;)emy had been slowly forced hack all day. It s-ems the bat-
ble was changed nmenrby, our men not pressing them by any de-
cided stand m=de by the enemy. It scems Gen'l lragg lost

or exhausted his enerzies at thic point and gave the cunery
a chance to rally and refor. 2ut I do not nurpoce discuss-
ing Gererals and their actions in this book. I lecve thet
for those who saw things on a larger scale than I did. “hen
I left the BEattery with the caissens, it was in the act of
r:Lﬂvancing. It went but a short distance when it agein un-
limbered asnd opened on the Yankee positions. 3ut the op-
posing Batteries opened such a savege {ire on it, zné the

i




supporting infTentry ot oming un,Z the Battery was forced
to withdraw, not, ‘ovever, without orders to do so. Though
the pocition vias held mut &2 short time, the fire of the Yan- j

kee artillery was so severe that two of our men were killed

(¥. C. Broocks and 2. lI, Elliott) and one badly wounded (B.

G. Duncan, Sgt). It scems the enemy had concenirated hic ar-
tiller, for a last and decided stand to check our vicitorious
troops. It was this nest of artillery that opened on our ZTat-

was very rapid indees, As I was not unier

rm.

tery. s T

|..u

ing

it I could more correctly estimmte it than those subject to
its fury. Our men, who were killed had to bo left where they
fell for the time, but their bodies were soon after recoveréu;
It was_at this point that our men were checked and fron which thi
they finally fell back. One more charge and the Yankee army ‘
would have been comnlzizly beaten; end thdugh numbers wo uld
have fallen in such a charge, still a greater nuw ber would
nave been saved “rom the fights of the next few days. At

aizht I returned with the caissens to our 0ld camping place

2
|

and spent the night there, l-aving the guns at the Vilkerson
Pike ford. The report of the days fight as we heard it that :)
hight on the fi=21d was captured prisoners anount to 1000 or

8000 captured, 48 pieces of artillery dbut had 3 oi them re-
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taken by the eneny iftns durl: the bodigs of --roo2ke and

Fl1ldott vere hrouwrhi 10 tie czisoens. Booh OO then were

i

f) k¥illied b cannon shots. clliott hravirng the lowez mart of
his face torn avay causiag instant dcath. Droocks shot
through t he body as he was in the act of ra:nine & shot |
down the gun. He fell dead almost instantly. This was a
gloomy dignt, aftor the days excitement, vwith our dead con-
rades lying our midst, anrd the probability of a hattle for
the ensuing dgy. The bivonac fires of the tw. armies in
view of each other. Tiough the caissens were in reserve ali

day, excupt one visit to the guns-still the positions trhey

‘
Xoix

occunied were by no means safe fTor stray shells and shot
found their way to us very often and the continued exnccta-

tion of an ordeor to dash in the very midst of the battle is

by no means a pleasant feeling, as any soldier whu has been
so situated will testify. The front line is the more plea-

sant position, though less desirable.

Januery 1863.
: lst. Ca:nonading a little after sunrise-
{)1 .
asted about 10 minutes. Caissens again take position on

Wilkerson Pike. At 2 P. Ii. moved to the right of the lash
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ville Pike, near Gen'l. Cheathams' Hd. €Us. on the Jouth

side of the river. artillory; continued Lo dfire slowly dur-

ing the eecvening Caissens remained for the enemy and =
)

night near the headquarter: of Gen'l Cihectham. Both arnmies
rested today, shiftiﬁg their positions but little. 2Znd. Dig
guns onpcned at sunrise. Caissons wmoved to the railroad
crossing, Nasnville, Pike, at 10 A. IlI. where we remained
until 4 P. M. when I was ordered to bring the limbers of
the caissens fo the Battery to supply it with ammunition,
The Battery was at the time under & very heavy fire of ar-
tillery, several Yankce Eatteries having concentrated their
Tire on it. Ve apnroached outside of and parallel with th

direction of the enenmy's shots, until we came on a line with

5

our guns and then turned sonare into them and éntered the
stream of shot. The cannon balls and shells were as thick
as I ever hcard minnie balls. lie went in at a toot and
each teanm took position behind its respective gun, the rid-

ers dismounting and getting as close to the é;nuﬁa as con-
venient. iIn & few-monants the ammunition was transfcred

to the gun limbers, and I was ordered to retire again, The :)
order was obeyed with a g.od will. During the few moments

were were unier this fire, two of my squad end three or
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four of our horses were wounded. One of the
comple’ely from his horse by the explosion oi a shell, and

kj)&nded several feet off on the ground, £till he wss not se-
riously hurt. The shells scemed to explode amongst us every’
i

1

hiss by. 3Sefore 1 dismounted, my 1ittle hay norse had his

second, and there was not an inz tant that = shot did not

hind leg ne2rly torn off by s nicce of shell that soemed to

(W

burev in s'x feet of my fadq. At tke order to retire 1 re- }
mouhbed hiﬁ and hice lest aet of servive was to'carry me out E
of danger. A hundred yards or so from the guns 1 dismounted{
i)and led on after the limbafs. Arrived 2t our “ormer pbsi-.
tion, I took my bridle end saddle off my wounied horse and
put them én a spare horse. 4s the f=ithful animal stood
there bleedin - and shivering with pain, end I pawefless to
help him in return for the great service he rendared me at
Shiloh, I could not nrevent the unmanly moisiﬁre in my eyes, |
and when we drove off and left him, I could not have felt
it more xeenly had I been leaving a woundcd numan friend.
;j)I never Saﬁ hin again. I sucpose he died near the plece 1
" left him. Te spent the night near CGen'l, Choatham's head-

quarters and slept in a corn crib. The guns stay all night

£

on the line of battle. In the fight of to-day Gen'l, Breck-
B3




enridge's command was badly cut up in an atinex on the Yan-
koe iines. The causSa of oar Battery beins sub jeet to sueh

1l

a scafhing fire was on account of having t© {fire the signal )
for the advance of Bréeﬁenriige's men and to zttrcet the
attention of the enemy. Capt. Staniord's owniers was to open
fire at a specified hour (2 o'clock I think) on the enemy‘é
suns and continue the fire until further orders. It was a
bad evening's work for ouf cause. our locs was heavy and

w

nothing done. I went out to the guns again after dark.

worxs were being thrown up., ¥%e conld See the Yankece camp

fires. 3rd. Up before daylight. Guns :ioval to the exireme
left of the 2ine, At 10 A, ii. the caicsens are crdercd to
the Wilkerson Pike, In the evening I rode out to the gﬁns

in front, and see some of the efféots of the Iirst days'
Tight. Find the guns at an o0ld gin house. Some talk of

the enemy maring an attack at thics point-which they might
éasily do as there was 1little or no snpporf of small arms
to the guns. There had been hard Tightinr all thr:ougha the
fields and cedar brakes on bo.h sides of the pike. The tim-
her was cut enough apnarently to destroy it, both by artil-';)
lery and small arms. The dead were lieing thick in the

brakes ané fence corners. I nsticed one row of dead men,
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(:)my kns

some 40 or 50 yards lonp, 1ielng ¢closc Side by ctide, soen-

+ Ex . i e
L 151 ¥a Deci

0
)
P
pon- ]
Iy
w
=¥}

{

ingly collected Jor burial. SYhere mus

of theom, 83y} Yan-=pes. FThis eolicetion had cleared bat a i
; % ; i
small space-there were nwihers of others in less than a h"nj

dred yards of this row. The eneny had *‘ried hord to hold :
this place-on the Vilkerson Pike. There were but few Cén—@
federates, and they lay on their fzces, still grasping their
guns-showin- they fell in a charge. The Dattery 3id not :
fire any to-day. The caissens remained et the ford until

b P. 1. viien they wera rejoined by the guns on their way

to the wagon camp, some two miles South of lir frceshoro on

ct

he Shelbrville Pike. HLere we fed our horsces and drew ra-

tions. The troops were marching a good p:rtion cf the nighi

=T}
o+
o |

and we 21l knrnew that we were evacuating the place anc
passive eneny ¢ vhat. 4th. At 4 A. 1. e hernecssg ap
2nd moved out on the Shelbyville Fike. It rained the great-
er nart of yesterday and.last night. Ye clept in Lhe rein
and mud. I spread ﬁy blanket over my head and squatted ®ova

leaning against a tree and slept, resting my head asgainst

o

L

es. The mud was ever  vhere shoe month deep. Tor the
artiller; tle morel to Shelbyville was not a hord one, &s
d

we had 2 good pike and the men could ride as much as they
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vished; “ut 1:e 25 miles for the "web foot" wag wvery tryins

e camped for the night one mile {rom Shelbyville, on Lhe
Tallahoma road, By invitation of Dr. Frost I vent to kr, )

Littles' and spent the night. The hos)sitality was fully ap-
preciated and enjoyad after the lasti few 2ays' hardships
and exeiteriens, b5th, After breakfast,6 Tr. "rost, I 2nd one

or two others, stzrted for camp, with the cxpectation of con-

i

tinuing our merch towerds Tallahoma. Gen'l., ZIragg cortainly

did not intend ma¥xinz a stand haro had the eneny preceed

him, tut no doubt would have fallen back on Tullahom, or

perhaps Chattanooga. ‘e remained in canmp resting and re- ")

the

o

counting to eaéh other our escapes and sdventures i
late battle. This is a soldier's chief luxzury, this fight-
ing, his bdattles over asain, 6th. 3ain last nizht. Cold

and clear to-2ay. 6t:. loved camp half a nile to a betlter
place. Went with Lieut Henry Head to !Ir. Little's. 9th,
Yenkcurevorted in force 4t llurfreceshoro. 1ltk. Sunday Vent

to the countiry andéd éot dinner. 15th. Cold-ruin and Snow.
16th-Sunday Yont to the 30th Hiss. Regt. The remainder of 'j

the month was spent in this camj about a mile from Shelby-

ville. The camp routine of roll call, guarding and attend-
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ing to our horses, end other little duties occupying our

time. ©The eomyany vacs tolersbvly vell susplicd with tents
,~nd a recasoneble emount of rationc of {resh be=xf and {resh
)

pork and corn megl.

£nd Leit Canmpt at 10 A, l. with orders to re-
port on the iy frseshorn Fike Ffuecller than this we had no i-
dea of whet wvas up. DQook lents and blankets ard left baggege
ard the sick in camp. Moved 4% miles on the pi:ze towards
reeshero and carmped on the left of the pixe near a barn
viich furniched good quarters for some of the tentlenc men.
Zuddy, cold and clear. 3rd. Firct aind second guns moved out
4 miles further on the M., pike. A few ca:non shots heard in
front. 4th. Two reginnnts sent out on picket, Yankeoes renortc
ed advaneing. The twe resmis. veturn in ihe evening., A4l)
guiet again, bth, 4gleet and rain 1ast nizht. Ver: cold.
6t A1l quiet in front. 7th. ©Second geciicn went out and
| reliaved the first, which returned 1o vanmp. 8th. Sunday.
| Mess "on a bust" That is all hends ot drunk-excepting oy-
E {:)1f. 9th. A1l guist in Tront. othing w.uisual hauspens
during the reaainder of the montk. The 12t section renains

on the place of lir. Heart, 4% miles from S. The second sec-
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a Lo

tion 4 piles further teovards bur_ re

[ 5]

ELOTD,. A& orderliy Sex-

ant I stay with 'ho Capl. with the Tirs Beetion. Licub

11 has coimend of the Znd. Lieut leSwine detziled to gi )

-

[
¢
2
o

to Atlanta for advance.
hMarch 1863.
£2nd. Still on outpost duty on the pike
batween Shelbyville.ana iflur freesnhoro. The wavalry is in our
front to wateh the enemy. Little or no skirmishing in front.
Second section still in front of the 1st. Z7th. Eemry Fead,
Dr. rrost, Lieut. Burns and I go to lr, Littile's and spent
tte evening. Get letters from home with tolsrable ragular- )
ity. I write every two weeks and sometimes oflener. Spend
=
21l my time in canp.
April 1863
2nd Move ' camyn to the 7 mile post
from Shelbyviile or the EBast side of the pike, near the resi-
dence of Hr. Whitnorth. The 2nd section still remeins in

iront of us, Jrd. Vory ¢old wind. 3Bezin 1 drill on the

=y
Jde

eld with the Battery and manual of the picces. 22Znd. To- ;)

fas

ay was elected Jr. 2nd Lieut. by a vote of 78 Zor me and

Z2 Tor Jsctson lnrtin. Thig slection was to il the va-
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cancy eeuced by the death of Lieunt. n. d. who vGos

Eilled 3in the halbble of Ilur roegshore. 28Eh. vas orasrad
|

{:ﬁhafore the board of examination to be pasced for the gosi tio;

to vhieh I kad been eiccted. DBoard did not mect.

Liay 1863.
4th. WUent hefore the Dourd of Zxanination

and undervent an exanination for the poeilion of Lieut,
12th. Oriered on duty as Jr. 2nd Lieut. by Lieut. Col. Polk
chief of artillery for Polk's Corps. There was some 12 or
18 Batterics engaged in tho contest. Only one Batltery Qril-
:hc& at a vime, In the -resence of the judges. The prize

was awared to Stanford's Rattery. The flag however wasS ne-
ver received. The Bonfederacy at that time could not fur-
rish material for & fine flagz, and it was ordrred from *the
United Statec, where all cuci thisgs were to be had at chort
ai-

notice-iox tho eagh. Of conrse. atftsy it wes peid zor,

ter true Yankee ‘zshion, the eutior tides were apprized of the

natter and the flag was cap‘wred nefore it reached our lines,
fi)ad no doudbt, was sent to Vashington City to grace the tri-

uapk of some of their many heroes. So the Yanks zot our

flseg, but they didn't get it within range of our guns. they
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 gallantly rested it from 2

i.

[
i
i
|

'8

-

to0k coiman

(BT
(o

them a visiti,

ger" who was wringcing 1t

£

t throncn the 1inee for us. 29th., 1 went tv the Tront and

T the £nd section, and relicved Lieut. licAll. w)

s eand Ilr, Coe’'s wifes had come from Orenada, lliss, to nay

and there heing no accomnodatior in canmp for

l=dies, thery had to finmd private lodgings. 1 took iicCall's

pilceée Laae he

{ront, Heavy

ready tc move

lid. and Joinéd

mand of Cant.

5

w0 move at B

"tirst section

3t e with his wife. ZEverything gquiet in

1
tde

"

1
el

raints gahout this time.
Uune 1863.
fnd. Crdered to cook two days' rations and be
to-morrow. >sining. 3rd. Harhessed at 8 A. .)
the other section moving to the frﬂnt,.in conm-

Stanford. Vent {0 the 12 mile post from Shel-

byville and camped for the nicht. 4th. Oriler~d to be resdy

4. 1 “ent beyond the 15 mile post From S. and

g

:alfted. Skirmichins began between 1C & 11 A. i. 3lowly the

vas ordered to the front. I stay*with the se-

:
zond. Later in the everning things becan to werm up a 1it-

lle. The eremy being reinforced be;an to advance on us. At «:)

P P. M, the 2nd section was ordare? us to report tc Capt.

Ftanford. Yent beyond the 9 mile nost from Murireeswmoro,
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and joined the 1zt see. +e were then ord-red oy wen'l.

-

Cheetham 1o retire with the brijald then falling back on
L)either side of the nike. :rom this point thecre was a long
straight stretech of the piikke for sowe 3 miles and we could
sce the enemy as he came on down the pike., A Yankee Bat-
ter; vias on the pike firinc down the roed at us as we Tell
bacy anﬁ then advancing as we yielded the road. The enemy
vas advancing ranidly as we could see by the clouds of dust
rising, and lheme was every appeerance of a sharp litile
fight being at hand. Ve retired some half mile and formed
)on a rising ground, The Yanks did not see {it tc¢ come tc
close quarters, and night closed in without the fight coming
off. 5th Heavy rain last night. Ord=red to move at daylight
Return to our camp-get there at 8 A. li. 6th. Rain last
..ight and this morning. Gen'l. Stewart received his com- !
cission as Iaj. Gen'l. on the 4th, 10th., &t 2 P, li. we had

"some excitement in camp-the Yanks reported as being on the

Mliddleton Road in our rear. Ordercd to harness and get

_‘j@ady to move instanter-an inmediate ettack exoected. Iight
“came vithout any furthersigns of the Yanks. 11th. Viesit

Kr. Little with Henry Head. Return at 3 A. li. as we return

- 5 §
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e

ed we hcd soze trouble to get by the gusrd es ther had or

oJ

0}

to let no one psss after dar: without the countersign.
hed only wlthen jasses. Aller vorkin: a thile on the sym—')
pathy vl the guard by telling him vher~ we had beon and the
resistless inducenents to linger beyond our time, he told

us t¢ ride on by cnd he wosddn't sce us if vwe were a littile wa
way off the rozd. 12th. Our Lrigade, Strahls' callecd out

ion of Prewitt by senténne

‘._!.

at 1 P. Ii. to w'tness the excen
of court martial, Every preparation msée to shoot him. The
grave dug and the ren drewn up to fire on him-his reprieve
came in time to save him. He was not shot. 20th. ¥Write i
irs, 2reost., £8nd, Trite to Myrs. S. ioss. 25%h, Driers

at 5 A. li. to hamess ard be rcadr to move to the froant.

Enemy reported ailvancing. Cannonzding all é¢ay on the

right and 1ef% o7 the pike. AL = P. 7. I 0t orders to uwn-
narress, At 6 P, kK. 1 was aéain oriered to har..ess and

move the section to the front imgodjatély. quny_reported
advancing and only 2 miles in Iront at the vrick house.

hite's Battery vent, our orders courtermanded and thc sec-
tion did not zo0. I rode to the front to see vhat was going :)
oﬁ. Saw one of vhite's guns engazed with the enemy; At sun-

dorn the Yanks fell back a 1ittle. It was very plain that
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they were feeling us to learn our f.rce. 26th, Got orders
te kéep the horscs oul of the pastiwre. Zpeny ct:1 report-
{->3d sdvencing-Tfightling hecard to our right. Yanks pressing and
sxirmishing on all the roads from iHurfreesboro to Shelbnvilly
27th. Evacuate Shelbjvilie. At daylicht I gol ord=rs to I
are all the bargage and rmove the section to the rear-fall
in witﬁ the 18t seclion at ist camp. it'e immediatoly taie
ur the line of maerck for Tullahoma, passing through Shelby -
ville. At night vwe camp in 7 miles of Tullahoma. Cavalry
fighting in the rear a1l day. Yanks in Shelbyville at 4 P,
‘:)H. Mrs. licCall and lirs. Coe ride in the officers' small
vagon-k2eping with the Satiery all day end cemping with us
at sight. Ve give up our tent tc them. 28ths Up at 2% A,
H, Leave camp at 5 A. !, In Tullahomm at 4 P. Iil. Canp one
mile South of the town. lrs. licCall and Krs. Coe still with

us. ‘'@ Lhad to mawrch over extremely bed roads to-day. Stald-
ing., 29th. Trote hore by l'rs. liefall. Ordered at € A. li.
to move to the front imrediately. ZEnemy reported advaicing
Zverything in commotion. A fight apparently ét hand. The
BEattery was at once pleced on the line of defences, The
army remeined in line of :attle all day. Very hard rain

fell during the evening. The caissens stationed neer
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Tort seins. 1In gatece o Laem. To Zirvipnzs SO¥h. Aryny

in position. all day with bat lililc Ehapge or mevenents,

Caissens remz2ined in came place uniil night when we were _)

ordered to the depot with the puns. :lemain here until Z.

30 A. L. vhen the Dattery tooii the line of march with the

troonps for Allizence. Leave all our terts at Tullahoma.
July 1EG3.

Let. Continaed o iesren nintil 171 AL lIi. when

ve resghed Alldcenia. Oune in position. Ceisscns in camn.
Destroy bridce aver Z1k River. Ygnls close by follaw us.
2nd.Ordors to march at susnrise. 7'e camp,threc guns and )
limbers benind our Battery to Cowan. Since vwe left Shelbd -
ville we have rizrched with our Zrizade (Shahls) Camp Zor

the night at Cowan. 3rd Deran to move at cayliight. Yanis

*

(7]
wm

3

our rear ruwrd closely. Camp on Cumberlond lountains.

pt..-

4th On the move at daylight. Pasé gweenen's Cave. FRough
roads, Camp 5 miles from Shell iound. ©6thes Cend guns and
ammuilition chests on to Chattancogas by raitro&d: Roads

very bad. Countiry rouzgh and uninhabited. Canmp 7 miles :)
Trom Chattanooga.7th. On the move afier swmrise. In Chatte-
nooga at 10 A. H. Remounted guns and chests snd moved short
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