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with the proposed release of these 
transgenic grasses, an environmental 
assessment (EA) has been prepared. The 
EA was prepared in accordance with: (1) 
The National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. 
4321 et seq.), (2) regulations of the 
Council on Environmental Quality for 
implementing the procedural provisions 
of NEPA (40 CFR parts 1500–1508), (3) 
USDA regulations implementing NEPA 
(7 CFR part 1b), and (4) APHIS’ NEPA 
Implementing Procedures (7 CFR part 
372). Copies of the EA are available 
from the individual listed under FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT. 

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 7701–7772 and 7781– 
7786; 31 U.S.C. 9701; 7 CFR 2.22, 2.80, and 
371.3. 

Done in Washington, DC, this 1st day of 
March 2006. 
Kevin Shea, 
Acting Administrator, Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service. 
[FR Doc. E6–3166 Filed 3–6–06; 8:45 am] 
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Horse Protection; Public Meeting in 
Springfield, MO 

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice of public meeting. 

SUMMARY: We are advising the public 
that the Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service’s Animal Care 
program will host a meeting to present 
current information on the enforcement 
of the Horse Protection Act (HPA) and 
provide a forum for horse industry 
members and other interested persons to 
comment on the Horse Protection 
Program, development of the HPA 
Operating Plan for 2007 and beyond, 
and other Horse Protection matters. This 
notice provides the meeting’s agenda, 
location, and date. 
DATES: The meeting will be held from 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m. on March 13, 2006. 
Registration will take place from 12:30 
p.m. to 1 p.m. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the University Plaza Hotel and 
Convention Center, 333 South John Q 
Hammons Parkway, Springfield, MO 
65806. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Darby G. Holladay, APHIS Legislative 
and Public Affairs, 4700 River Road 

Unit 51, Riverdale, MD 20737; (301) 
734–3265. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS), Animal Care, is 
announcing a meeting to discuss the 
enforcement of the Horse Protection Act 
(HPA). This meeting is designed to 
provide a forum for information 
dissemination on current initiatives by 
Animal Care. Further, this meeting will 
provide the opportunity for industry 
members and other interested parties to 
provide suggestions for the HPA 
Operating Plan for 2007 and beyond and 
comments on other Horse Protection 
Program matters during the listening 
session period on the agenda. Each 
speaker will indicate at registration their 
intention to address the Deputy 
Administrator during the listening 
session and will be allotted a set amount 
of time. Additional meetings of this type 
are tentatively scheduled to occur on 
the following dates and times: April 19, 
2006, in Dallas, TX; May 17, 2006, in 
Somerset, KY; June 12, 2006, in 
Pomona, CA; and September 11, 2006, 
in Chattanooga, TN. These meetings will 
be announced in future Federal Register 
notices. 

The meeting will, with the exception 
of possible minor modifications, follow 
the agenda below: 

12:30 p.m. to 1 p.m.—Registration. 
1 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.—Welcome and 

Overview. 
1:15 p.m. to 3 p.m.—Horse Protection 

Program Update. 
3 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.—Listening 

Session. 
4:45 p.m. to 5 p.m.—Remarks and 

Closing. 
Meeting notices, copies of the Horse 

Protection Act, HPA regulations, the 
HPA Operating Plan for 2004–2006, and 
other relevant documents are available 
on the Animal Care Web site at http:// 
www.aphis.usda.gov/ac/hpainfo.html. 

Please note that this meeting is being 
held to provide for the exchange of 
information on the enforcement of the 
Horse Protection Act and is not an 
opportunity to submit formal comments 
on proposed rules or other regulatory 
initiatives. Written comments will be 
accepted and should be mailed to: 
USDA, APHIS, Animal Care, 4700 River 
Road Unit 84, Riverdale, MD 20737. 

Done in Washington, DC, this 2nd day of 
March 2006. 
Kevin Shea, 
Acting Administrator, Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service. 
[FR Doc. E6–3169 Filed 3–6–06; 8:45 am] 
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Comment Request—FNS–543, National 
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AGENCY: Food and Nutrition Service, 
USDA. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 the 
Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) 
invites the general public and other 
public agencies to comment on this 
information collection on which FNS 
intends to request approval from the 
Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB). 
DATES: Comments on this notice must be 
received by May 8, 2006. 
ADDRESSES: Comments are invited on: 
(a) Whether the proposed collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
agency, including whether the 
information has practical utility; (b) the 
accuracy of the agency’s estimate of the 
burden of the proposed collection of 
information, including the validity of 
the methodology and assumptions that 
were used; (c) ways to enhance the 
quality, utility, and clarity of the 
information to be collected; (d) ways to 
minimize the burden of the collection of 
information on those who are to 
respond, including the use of 
appropriate automated, electronic, 
mechanical, or other technological 
collection techniques or other forms of 
information technology. Comments may 
be sent to Pam Phillips, Director, 
Consumer and Community Affairs, 
Office of Communications and 
Governmental Affairs, Food and 
Nutrition Service, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, 3101 Park Center Drive, 
Room 912, Alexandria, VA 22302. 

All responses to this notice will be 
summarized and included in the request 
for OMB approval. All comments will 
also become a matter of public record. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Pam 
Phillips, (703) 305–2298. Copies of this 
information collection can be obtained 
from Gregory Walton at the address 
listed above. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Title: National Hunger Clearinghouse 
Database Form. 

OMB Number: 0584–0474. 
Form Number: FNS–543. 
Expiration Date: 7/31/2006. 
Type of Request: Extension of a 

currently approved information 
collection. 
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