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Plan Summary 

Background 
• ~ e  ~ o n a  Dese~ W ~  A~ of 1990 

d ~ d  ~ 1 1 , 5 8 3 ~  H ~ ~  ~ 
C~yon Wfl~m~s. 

• Bum~ of L ~ d  M ~ e m e ~  ~LM) p ~ c y  
~ q ~ s  ~e ~ o ~ e ~  of a manageme~ pI~ 
~ will: 
~ ~o~ct  ~ s s  v ~ s ,  
[] ~low ~ r  ~ t o r  use and e~oymenL 
[] ~low ~ t ~  m i ~ m ~  to~ to be used to 

~ m ~  ~ o ~ e  ~ e ~ s  i ~  ~ 
~ d ~  ~ d  

[] ~ ~ 1 ~  ~ ~ ~ e  
G ~ s ~ X  such as livestock g~Nng and 
~ .  

• ~ i ~ s  ~e p ~ e ~  ~ wi re taps  
c on~ons  and ~ o f i ~  f i p ~  ~e~.  

• ~ c  m e ~ s  ~ d  m ~ s  ~ d  ~e  B ~  ~ 
d e v e ~ n g  the ~ ~ a  ~ver  C ~ s  
~ e m ~ s  ~ s .  

• ~ e  Pubfic ~ ~ u p  a ~ d  in ~ 
~ o ~  

Main Features of the 
Proposed Plan 
• The BLM wi~ ~ev~ua~ m~agemem o~ecti~s 

~ d  ~ t i o ~  ~fio~cally ~ d  upd~e t~m ~ 
neede& 

• Two o~ecti~s a~ e ~ l ~ d :  preser~ 
n ~ n ~ s  and ~ofide ~ r  primitive mc~afion 
oppo~u~fie~ Seventeen spedfic actions s~m 
from ~e  o ~ f i v ~ .  

• Vegetation con~fions ~II  be monitored to ensu~ 
• ~ n m ~ n ~ s  v~u~ ~e  m~ntain~ ~ 
improved. 

= R e  f i p ~  zone will be moN~md and 
~ ~  ~ h ~ k  ~ ~  ~ f i ~ s  
m ~ e  m ~ h ~ i ~  q u ~  

• E~sfing fiv~mck ~ ~  wi~ continue. 
• Ran~ dev~opmen~ m ~  be mNmNned 

~ ~ ~ 

[] W i l ~  ~1I be supposed u~ng N m r ~  and 
N g N ~  ~ e  ~ w ~ n e ~  p~NM~ ~ e  
BLM ~ ~  o~cer  may approve ~e  use of 
m ~ d  and mecbaNzed ~ ~  under 
spe~N condNon~ 

• No ~ g ~  g ~  N ~ ,  i ~ ,  f i ~ w o o ~  
j~ob~ will be ~sue~ 

• ~ ~ w  ~ d e v e ~ p m e ~  one w r e n  t ~  
~ e m ~ s ,  ~ p~po~d ~ p ~  ~p~an  
v ~ .  

• ~ r  ~ e  ~ be m o ~ d  ~ ~ e  ~ t ~ l  
use and camNng a~i~des a~ at a ~ I  to 
mMn~n ~ p ~ u ~  ~ s ~ m ~  ~ d  N ~ t i ~  
~c~afion. 

• A ~ ~  21 miles o f ~ s  ~11 be 
i ~ d  ~ ~pe ~ d  con~tion; ~ e ~  ~ no 
# a ~  ~ r  ~ p m v ~ g  ~ NgNng ~ e  ~ s  and no 
new ~ ~ ~ .  

• CivN~ o ~ s  ~ ~ e d  ~ ~000 ~ 
~ove ~ u n d  Mvd, except under c~Mn 
~ ~  ci~ummanc~. 

• A totN of 440 ~res of state Nnds ~ u r ~ O  N 
identified ~ r  ~ q ~ s ~ m  

• M~ofi~d ~ e  wi~n  ~e ~ N ~ s s  is l ~ d  ~: 
~ pefio~c m M n ~ n ~  of ~ g e  devdopmen~, 
~ ~ o n ~  m ~N- ~ d  p m p ~ e ~ N ~  

~ ,  
= purs~  of Mons, suspec~d ~Mns or g ~ e  

Nw ~ o ~  ~ d  
[] ~fiM wHNi~ i ~ t ~ .  



I--Introduction 
Purpose and Background 

The purpose of this plan is to gu~e manageme~ 
of the H~sayampa River Canyon Wild,hess. The 
W i ~ n e ~  Act of 1964 (Pubfic Law 8~577) and the 
Arizona Desea Wire taps  A~ of 1990 (Public Law 
101-628) enac~d Novemb~ 28, t990 are the 
a~hofit~s for ~ m ~ h m e m  cf ~e w i ~ n ~  

Th~ ~an is fie~d to tie Phoen& R~oume 
Management Plan/Environmental hnpact Statement 
(1988~ (known as the Phoenix RMP). The Phoenix 
RMP ~ h e d  general manageme~ g ~ d d ~  ~ r  
the Lake ~ e ~ a ~  Resource Conservation Am~ w~ch 
contains pa~ of the w~demess ~ee especially pages 
13 through 75). The mm~nd~ of ~e w~derne~ was 
~anned for in ~e Lower Gi~ North Management 
Framework P~n (t983), but was not an~yzed under 
the Nafion~ En¼ronmental P~icy Act of 1969. T~s 
~ ~ a r y  im~ememation ~an s~pe~ed~ ~e 
Range Development Ma~tenance P~n (BLM, i995) 
and inco~or~es the B~ck Canyon Habitat 
Managemet~ Plan (BLM, 1993~ ~gard~g ~e 
w i ~ n e ~ .  

~he w i ~ n e ~  charac~risti~ ~m m~ivated 
Congm~ ~ d~ign~e ~e Ha~ayampa River Canyon 
Wild~ne~ will be p ~ r v e d  by im~ementing the 
Hassayampa River Canyon W~dem~s Management 
Plan. The BLM will manage the H~sayampa River 
Canyon W~dem~s ~r  its scen~, ~sou~e and 
~c~afion~ v~ues and oppo~un~es for sol~ude. 
Nmuralne~ m~ ~cmm~n o~ectives have been 
estabfished ~r  ~e wildem~s. The management 
actions ~ r  ac~e~ng each o~ecfive are d ~ d  in 
t~s plan. 

Wi erness Over ew 

Loca on and Access 
The Hassayampa River Canyon W i ~ n e ~  is 60 

miles no~hwest of dowmown Phoen~ and 16 mad 
mil~ noahe~t of W~kenbuN in YavapN Coumy on 
~e somh~n flank of ~e Weaver MoumNns (see Map 
1). The 11~83~cm wilderne~ does not include 440 
acres of ~ e  land inhoN~gs. 

Acce~ m ~e a~a from ~e somh is pmv~ed by 
Con~Nlation Road ~a~ng noah from Wickenburg. 
The road, mNmNned by the county and a pfiv~e 

party, is suitable for use by two-wheel-drive vehicles. 
Where the road crosses private Iand, permission from 
the landowner is required for its use. Access to the 
area from the west N via the road to Fool's Canyon. 
Tt~s road is mNntained by private parties and crosses 
BLM land. ~ is su~able for four-wheel-drive vehicles 
and is open to the public. Howeve~ access to Fool's 
Canyon crosses private land. There is no continuous 
legal access on any road to the wilderness. 

The Hassayampa River Canyon Wilderness is in 
all or portions of sees. 12 through I4, 23 through 27 
and 34 through 36, T. 9 N., R. 4 W., and sees. 1, 2, 
10, 11, I4 through 22 and 28 through 31, T. 9 N., R. 
3 W., Gila and Salt River Base and Meridian. 

Wilderness Values and Unique 
Attributes 

Four~en miles of ~e H~sayampa River and i~ 
spe~acN~ canyon ~rm the cenmrNece of this 
wiN~ness. The canyon is abundant wi~ sheer wNls 
and seasonN wa~rfalN. ~ and i~ rugged tributary 
canyons offer ~e ~sitor sNen~d opponunR~s for 
s ~ u d ~  Mo~ of the ~ I s  in flae ~ m e d  
backcoum~ a~ infrequently used. 

Riparian veg~ation grows in ~e  canyon bottom. 
A ~an~tion zone of chap~rN from the nor~ and 
desert vegetation from the sou~ occurs in the m~or 
Nde canyons. 

The wiN~ne~ N ~ the CenVN MountNn 
ReNo~ a g~nsNon zone b~ween ~e Co~rado 
N~eau and ~e Basin and Range phys~grapNc 
pro~nce~ GeNoNcN~, R conN~s of Nder rock 
~pes such as grange, gnNss and schisk LocN~, the 
oNer rock is common~ oveflNn by more recent 
vo~aNc rocks such as basNt and ruffs, ~rming ~eep 
cliffs and n~row gorges Nong ~e five~ 

Topograph~N1N ~e wiN~ne~ ol't?~ t~mendous 
varie~. Them is a ~00~foN change in e~vN~n 
within the a~a. Elevation rises ff~n the canyon 
floor ~ L500 ~et to Sam Pow~I Peak ~ 4N15 ~et 
and on to the em~me northern potion of ~e 
wiN~ne~ N nearly ~500 fee~ Te~ain and 
ec~oNcN ~ve~i~  ~e exceN~nN for a relativ~y 
smNl are~ 

The H~sayampa River in t~s ~Non has been 
recommended as nonsukab~ ~ r  nationN w~d and 
~enic riv~ ~mus. The ~gmem wh~h flows through 



Map 1. Hassayampa River Canyon Wilderness 
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the wilderness is adequme~ prorated and there are 
no threms of dev~opment or other actions wh~h 
could be prevented through wild and scenic river 
des~nmion (BLM, 1994). 

General Management SRua on 

Wildl~e 
Mu~ deer, jav~in~ mouton  lion and b~ck bear 

are ~e Ng game animNs in ~e ~ea. SmNi game 
animus include desert cottontail rabNL mourning 
dove, wN~-winged dove and Gamb~'s quail. In ~e 
arem ~ur speciN status witdli~ specks are known lo 
occur and two adNfionN species may occur ~ee 
Table I ). 

The Ha~ayampa River ~rough the wiN~ness 
was surveyed for sou~wesmrn wil~w flyc~che~ in 
June and July 1995. No witlow flyc~che~ we~ 
recorded. The Hassayampa River in this a ~  
evMua~d to de~rmNe if it con~it~es pomnfiN 
habitm for ~ s  s p e c ~  was not conNdered p~emiN 
habRm. 

The B~c'k Cato'on Habitat Management Plan 
(BLM, t993a) outlines ~e wiNfi~ management 
~rmegy for ~e ~Non. Howeve~ no wilNi~ pr~ec~ 
are proposed wi~in ~e wiMerne~. 

Arizona Game and Nsh Department hunt 
management Un~ 20B (ReNon VI) is sou~ of the 
Hassayampa River and Unit 20C (ReNon IV) is noah 
of the rive~ 

Livestock Grazing 
Section 4 of ~e W i ~ n e ~  Act of 1964 provides 

~r  live~ock gra~ng to continue in areas where it is 
~ d y  e~bfis~ed. The w i r i n g s  inc~p~a~s 
po~ons of six ~az~g ~ t m e n ~  ~ee Tab~ ~. M~p 
2 shows ~ese ~l~men~ and range dev~opme~ 
All a~ p e ~ n g ~ p h e m ~  and suppo~ yearlong 
cow~Mf op~mio~. A t w o ~ m ~  g e ~ e d  r~m~n 
s y ~ n  is in #ace on ~e Mor~ez AlI~menL ~e on~ 
operat~n wi~ an Ml~mem management plan. 

Vegetation 
Thee ~ o ~ c ~  z~es -- in~dor chapa~,  ~e 

Arizona upland subdivi~on of fl~e Sonoran dese~scrub 
and Sonoran riparian deciduous woo~and -- a~ the 
biotic c o m m u n ~  m p ~ n ~ d  in ~e ~vi~ness. 
In,riot c h a p a ~  contains a mi~ure of shrubs ~m 
includes scrub live oak (Querct~ mrbinella), moum~n 
mahogany (Ce~oca~pt~ montam~L desen buckbru~ 

(Ceano~us g~ggii), sug~bush (Rhus omta), h ~ a f  
buckhorn (Rhamm~s ~vceaL bea~r~s (Nolina 
m%rocatpa), w ~ w m ~ u ~  bush (Mimosa bitmci¢km), 
manzan~a (Amtostaphylos p m ~ t ~  and yeI~w bu~a 
pens~mon ( Keck~ lla an~h~odes var. mi ~'oph f l~ L 
The Arizona u~and s u b ~ o n  of ~e Sonomn 
dese~scrub is ch~acmfized by fo s s i l  p~ove~e 
(Ce~idium m%tz~phylMm), sagu~o ( Ce~us 
giganteus), t r i an~ea f  bu~age (Am~'os~ deltoMea) 
and cmosmebush (Larva tridentata). Sonoran 
riparian deciduous ~mst tree species am Fmmo~ 
c ~ n w o o d  (Poputus ftemontii), Good~g wffiow 
(Salix goodit~ii) and velvet m~qui~ (Prosop~ 
~lu~na). 

No ~ d ~  l ~ d  ~ e n e d  or endange~d 
~an~ have been identified in ~e Hassaymnpa River 
Canyon WHdem~ 

Ec~o~c~ cond~on is ~e vegetative s ~  of ~ 
ec~o~c~ s~e in relation ~ ~e nmur~ p~enfi~ Oam 
communRy. Ninny p~ce~ of ~e w i ~ n e s s  is 
currently cons~e~d to be in f~r to good e c ~ o g ~  
con~fion w~le ~e re taking 10 pe~e~ is 
con~de~d poo~ At p~se~, ~e trend over~l ~ static 
in ~e upland a~as (BLM, 1985). E c ~ o g ~  changes 
occur very ~owly and very little change is expe~e& 
In ~e riparian zone, the changes a~ more dynm~.  

Riparian HabRat 
The 14 finear mi~s of riparian habi~t ~ong ~e 

Ha~ayampa River in the wi~erness were ~ven~fied 
in 199~ 199I and 1995. Stud,s of this zone (on file 
at flae Phoenix Di~ri~ Offic~ BLM) reve~ ~at 
approximately ~e upper four miles are in proper 
funcfio~ng cond~ion. The reminder is f u n ~ n i n g  
at risk (see Glossary) due to upstream prob~ms 
beyond ~e wi~erness, lack of species ~ve~ity and 
lack of woody species regeneration. Bank croton in 
c e ~ n  ~cmions poses a threm to ~abifity. 

Soils 
The m~ority of the soils of the mount~ns and 

hills a~ charac~fized as very sh~low to sh~low, 
wall-droned and gravdly, cobbly and ~ony clay 
loams and loams derived from weathered bas~t or 
andesit~ The m~ority of the soi~ on v~Iey fans, 
v~by ~des, terraces and pl~ns are charac~rized as 
sh~Iow to deep, w~Pdr~ned and gravelly, cobbly or 
stony sandy loams derived from wemhered grani~s 
(Soil Conservation Servic~ I976). 



Table 1. Special Status Species Known to Occur or Potentially Occur 
in the Hassayampa River Canyon Wilderness 

i i  

i_ .i !i~ !i!~ ~ ° n . n ~ i i ~ . !  ~ i-!: i~i!Sctentificname ~i! .... ~: Status! ii lOccurrence 
I r  , , ,  ~ ,  . ~ .  . . . . . .  : :  

I 

' Lowland leopard frog Rana yavapaiensis C2, C X 
! !  I I I I  

,, Arizona toad i ~ Bufo microscaphus C2, C , P ,, 

Mexican ga~er snake Thamnophis eques C2, C P : 
I I  I I I I  

Dese~ to~oise Gopherus agassizii C2, C X 
I I  I ! I I  

Dese~ sucker Catostomus clarki C2 X 

Longfin dace Agosia chrysogaster C2 X 

C2 = Federal candidate Category 2 
C = Arizona threatened native wildlife candidate 
X = Known to occur 
P = Undocumented but potential~ occurs 

" 1  

Table 2. Grazing Agotments in the Hassayampa River Canyon Wilderness 

' i 
~|  - ~ - ~ ;  ~ ~ ~ -  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ < / ~ - ~ -  ~ - -  ~ ~ ~ ~ <  _ ~ ~ :  i ~  ~ v . . . . .  

Jesus Canyon (06227) 1,068 43 80 

Cooper ~5013) 2,220 23 20 

JV Bar (06222) 1,781 22 18 

Brown ~500~ 732 7 19 

M o ~ z  ~505~ 826 3 

Hozoni (06223) 1,704 2 3 
| ,  

6 
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Minerals 
The miner~ e s ~  of the entire wilderness is 

~derai~ a d m ~ r e d .  There are cu~enfly six mi~ng 
d ~ m s  in ~ e  wi~erness. Occa~on~ rockhoun~n~ 
g~d panning and casu~ use m~ing occur ~ong ~e  
fiver. Metals e c o n o m ~  produced in ~e  gener~ 
are~ ou~ide of ~fldernes~ have included g~d, sHve~ 
iron, ~ad, nickel and zinc. 

Water 
The w~derne~ is in the Ha~ayampa River 

wme~hed of the Lower Gih  River sub-basin of ~e  
ongoing G~a River Sy~em and Source Gener~ Wmer 
Righ~ S~eam A~u~cation. The primary wmer 
source in this wi~erness is ~e  Hassayampa Ri~e~ 
~though it is e~imamd ~ them am an addition~ 15 
to 20 springs and throe walls in ~e  area. There is 
one ea~hen reservo~. 

Congm~ reserved a quantiff of w~er for each 
wilderness suffi~ent to fulfill the purposes of the 
Arizona Desert Wilderness A~. The priori~ d~e of 
this reservation is November 28, 199~ ~e  ~cm~ dine 
of the A~. The BLM mu~ ~ventory and quantify 
• ese figh~ and subm~ n~ification to ~e  Arizona 
Depa~ment of W~er Resou~es, All existing senior 

figh~ prior ~ ~e  e s m ~ h m e m  of wi~erne~ a~ 
p r o ~ e d .  E~sting ~me figh~ ~e  h~d by the BLM 
for livestock, wildli~ and mc~ation purposes and by 
priv~e ~ d u ~ s  (i.e., gra~ng permittees ~nd min~g 
d ~ m a ~ . f o r  1Nes~cL domestic, i~igation ~nd 
m ~ g  purposes. 

The Hassayampa River is one of many flash 
t oe d  ~reams in ~e  sou~wesmrn U.S. Mo~ of ~e  
tim~ ~ e  flow cf ~e  Hassayampa Ri~er is very sm~l; 
much of the river goes dry-in ~e  summer and fall. A 
sudden, imense r~nfall turns ~e  river in~ a 
dangerous, raging ~ r ~ .  The river may erode many 
~et  downward or an entirely new ~ a m  chann~ may 
be formed and ~e  ~d  one abandoned. Streamside 
vegetation may be swept away. Wkhin a ~w  days, 
the river may return to its norm~ quiet state. 

The HassayamFa River has formed a na~ow 
gorge ~rough ~e  wi~erness. Al~ough ~ stre~h 
of the fiver is net p e r e n ~ ,  s~rface flow e~s~ mo~ 
of the year. Flows on the p e m n ~  ~m~h at ~e  Box 
Canyon Gauge downstream of ~e  w i ~ n e ~  sddom 
fall below .50 cu~c fo~  per second. A peak flow of 
58,000 cubic ~et  per second was recorded ~ ~ si~. 

W~er qu~i~  pro~ems on the upper roaches of 
the Hassayampa River have included low pH, low 
dissolved oxygen and high concenvafions of 

numerous metals. In some cases, the source of ~e  
p~lu~n~ has been ~aced to mines above the 
wilderness. As a ms~L the 1994 asse~mem by ~e  
Arizona Department of En¼ronmem~ Qu~i~  shows 
mo~ of the Hassayampa River up~remn of 
Wickenburg as being in "nonsupport" of state surface 
w~er qu~iff standards. Wmer in the wi~erness 
cannot be guaran~ed safe for human consumption 
w~hout treatmen~ 

The BLM has conduced limimd bac~ri~ 
mon~oring of the Hassayampa River below the 
wi~erne~. No sam~es have exceeded the mandard 
for ~cal coliform. 

Air Quality 
The wflderne~ is des~nmed as a Class lI air 

q u e r y  zone unless it is re~as~fied by the s ~  of 
Arizona (BLM Manu~ 8560.36) as a result of the 
procedures prescribed in the Clean Air Act (42 U.S. 
Code 7401, as amende& 1977). 

CuRural Resources 
Two prehi~ofic artifact s c a t ~  are known to 

exist in the wilderness; howeve~ there is liule cultur~ 
resource inventory of the wilderness. Prehistorically, 

the area was occupied by the Hohokam. From the 
line prehi~oric until contact with Europeans, the area 
was utilized by the Western and No~hea~ern Yavap~ 
-- Yuman-speaking groups. No ~adifion~ cultural 
properties have been identifieC 

Three hi~ofical ~tes are known to occur in the 
wilderness. These are sm~l wood or stone structures 
built in the first h~f  of the 20th century and rela~d to 
ranching and mining. These opermions have been 
econom~ m~n~ays of the area since the 1860s and 
more rem~ns may be found in the future. 

RecreaUon 
Recreation~ opportunities in the Hassay~npa 

River Canyon Wilderne~ include backpacking, hi~ng 
and ~ghtseeing. V~ito~ can experience riparian 
ha~tats ~ong the'river canyon w ~  hi~ng ~ong a 
fre~flowing dese~ ~mam. Pri~ine side canyons and 
washes are numerous and offer the visitor many 
o p p o n u n ~ s  for soli~de. A p p r o x i m ~ y  21 miles of 
~ l s  traverse the w~derne~. 

A m~or annu~ ~ I  fide, sponsored by the Desert 
CabMlero~ originmes in nearby W~kenburg and 
passes through the wilderness. This evenL held every 
spring since 1947, ~ a c ~  200 to 400 riders. The 
Wickenburg area dude ranches also conduct 



occa~on~ tides ~rough the wi~ness .  To date, no 
commemial permhs have been issued; howeve~ 
severn ouf f i~s  have exposed interest ~ p u ~ n g  
comme~i~ trail rides w i ~  ~e H~sayampa River 
Canyon W~dern~s. 

At present, ~ e a t i o n  use dma ~ r  ~e 
Ha~ayampa River Canyon come from c~u~ 
observation and ~ r m a t i o n  gath~ed at ~e victor 
~ g i ~  box ~ Amazon Gu~k Preliminary 
wire taps  ~ v e n ~  of e ~ g  trois and ~sitor u~ 
shows f i ~  e~dence of ~ g d ~  use. The m~n se~on 
of ~ r  use is Sep~mb~ through April. No p~rnit 
sy~em e~s~ ~ r  in~v~u~ ac6~ties ~ the 
w i ~ n e ~ .  

Law EnforcemenUSearch and Rescue 
Law en~memem acfi~fi~ are carried om by 

BLM Range~ and YavapN Coun~ Sheriff's Deputie~ 
BLM office~ am msponNNe ~r  investigating 
resource Womction fiNations and ~e YavapN Coun~ 
Sheriff's office~ have jurisdiction m g a ~ g  crimes 
agNn~ persons and prope~y. Due to ~e mm~en~s 
of some are~, mspon~ time m an inddem is 
a p p r o ~ m a ~  two m throe hour. The YavapN 
Coumy Sheriff's Office is ~e ~ad agency ~r  any 
~ c h  and ~scue ~cMem ~ ~e wiN~ne~. 

Unau~ofized m~ori~d veNc~ use has been a 
minor proNem ~ the wiN~ne~. Most of the known 
unauthorized use has been ~ ~e Amazon G~ch are~ 

Fire 
The ~x recorded fires in the w~derness ~nce 

1980 burned more than 4,000 acres (see TaNe 3). 
The Hassayampa River Canyon conN~s primarily of 
desertscrub, oak chaparrN and riparian fueN. AnnuN 
fuel accumulation in the dese~scrub is genera~d by 
winter season pre~pitation. During yea~ of Ngh 
pre~pitafion, the annuN fu~s can be abundant and 
Ngnificantly increase the fu~ loading and fire 
po~ntiN. Fires are best characmri2ed as fas~mo~ng 
fires of medium in~nNty. 

Arizona chapa~N either burns fierc~y or does 
not burn at Nt; there seems to be no gradation in 
betweem Conditions must be s ~ b ~  for generating 
rapid spread before fire will propaga~. Resistance to 
control is moderme to very h~h. 

Riparian fu~s conN~ of cottonwoo~ sycamor~ 
widow, sNt cedar and mesquite. Mmure co~onwood~ 
sycamores and widows occur in areas with few 
ground fu~s and fire does not spread rapidly unless 
promoted by wind conditions. Fires in sNt cedar and 
mesquim burn hot and spread rapidly. 

E ~ i n g  Dev~opme~s 
E~d~ce of mod~n ~ ~ m  ~ c ~ d ~  21 

m~es ~ ~ ~ x c ~ n g  ~e H ~ p a  ~ and 
two ~ s  of ~ e r  ve rde  route~ Range 
d e v d o p m ~  ~c~de 1Z5 ~ s  of ~ n ~ ,  a c o ~  a 
w~d~ll ,  a m ~ r  and a developed spring (see M ~  
~. 

Cu~enfly, ~em ~ no p o ~ s  0m., pa~ng  ~eas 
or in~rmafion ~osk~ e~.) on ~e wilderne~ 
~ d ~ e ~  ~ is a m ~  box ~ ~e Wi~ams 
Ranch on Amazon G~ch. 

The ~ s  and range dev~opmems ~e r ~ v ~ y  
~ e ~  and o~y ~ i g ~ y  ~ p ~ r  ~e ama's 
n m ~  c h ~  

lnholdings 
The w~de~e~, entirely BLM-adminis~red, 

~vounds or bounds apwo~ma~ly 440 surface ~ s  
of ~a~ of Ar~ona lands, ~ r  w~ch ~e sub~fface 
m i n ~  fig~s ~e ~derally he~. The two s ~  
p~cels have wiM~ne~ v~ues equ~ ~ the 
su~oun~ng w i ~ n e ~ .  

Ove~iights 
T ~ e ~ i n g  ~e wilde~e~ solitude v~ues ~e 

m i l ~ y  ~ r a ~  conducting occa~on~ h ~ s p e e d ,  
low-~vd training ~g~s ,  fly~g ~ ~w ~ 100 ~ .  
The Ar~ona Dese~ W~dem~s Act of I990 pro~des 
~r  contin~ng m i ~ y  o v ~ g ~ s ,  s p e ~ f i c ~  
exem~ed from ~e ~ o ~ o n s  of w i l d e ~ s  
management. 

M ~ ~ ~ ~  Use 
M o ~ ~ h ~ i ~ d  ~es ~ ~ w e d  ~ h  pri~ 

~ W ~  of ~ ~ x  ~ e  Mea M ~  
under c e ~ n  ~um~ances .  These ~c~de ~w-~vd 
~r i~  ~ s  ~r  ~ l ~ i ~  ~ m o ~ ,  lives~ck 
~ I o ~  m~n~nan~, tim suppression, sea~h ~ d  
rescue and ~w e n ~ e m e ~ .  



Tab~ 3. Hassayampa R~er Canyon Wi~erness Fire History 

960 Human 

07/17/1980 0863 300 UgH~ng 

06/0~1981 1061 1,225 Human 

06/24/1981 1062 625 Human 

07/12~ 987 7425 130 Human 

7429 847 UgH~ng 0~1 ~1987 
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Pad II-- National Wilderness 
Management Goals 

The Nafion~ Wi~erness Management Go~s, 
Wilderness Act of 1964 (Public Law 88-577) pro~de 
the basic guidance upon which all wi~erness actions 
are based (BLM Manu~ 8561 - Appen~x 1). The 
BLM's go~s ~ the Hassayampa River Canyon 
W~derness are ~s foHow~ 

To prov~e for the long-term pro~cfion and 
preservation of the areds wilderness character 
under a pfinc~M of nondegradation. The area's 
natural condit~m opporm~fies for sMimde, 
opportunities for primitive and unconfined ffpes 
of recreation and any ecMo#cM, geo~#cM or 
Oher types of sc~nfific, educational, sceMc or 
hi~oficM vMue present will be managed so thin 
they will remMn unimpMred. 

. To manage the wilderness for the use and 
enjoyment of victors in a manner that wi~ Mave 
the area u~mpaired for futu~ use and e~oyment 
as wilderness. The wilderness resource will be 

. 

. 

dom~ant in all managemem dedsMns where a 
chMce m~t  be made b~w~n p~s~vm~n of 
wiM~n~s ~aracter and ~ r  ~e.  

To manage the area u~ng the minimum ~ol, 
equ~ment or suu~ure necessary to successfully, 
safely and economically a c c o m ~ h  the o~ective. 
The chosen ~M, eq~pment or s~u~ure shouM be 
the one thin ~ast degrades wilderness vMues 
~mporarily or permanentl~ M~nagement will 
seek to preserve sponmnei~ of use and as much 
freedom from ~gulation ss posMMe. 

To manage accep~d but nonconform~g uses 
pennit~d by the Wilderne~ Act and subsequent 
laws in a manner that will p~vent unnece~ary or 
undue degmdm~n of the area's wiMerness 
character. Accep~d uses are the exception r~her 
than the r~e; the~fore, empha~s is ~aced on 
mMntainMg wilderness d m r a c ~  
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Pad III--Issues 
Han~ng issues were identified ~ a seres of 

~ r n ~  and public meeting~ BLM resou~e 
speciali~s met on Augu~ 6, 1992 to ~ u s s  p~entiM 
manageme~ issues ~ r  t~s plan. The BLM met wi~ 
i~eres~d memb~s of ~e public on Augu~ 27 and 
Se~ember ~ 1992 and recdved comments and issue~ 
As the p~n was b~ng developed ~ January and 
Februa~ 1993, addition~ concerns were rec~ved and 
con~dere~ 

• Wilderness ~sues ~e ~ d e d  ~to two ca~godes: 
~sues addre~ed ~ t~s manageme~ ~an and ~sues 
solved through policy or adminis~ative action~ 

The NationM Wi~ern~s Go~s ~med ~ Pan H 
pro~de a foundation ~r  ~e BLM's management ~ 
tte Hassayampa River Canyon WiM~ne~. The BLM 
de~rmined ~m s~ec~d ~sues needed to be addms~d 
by ~mMis~ng cenMn ~sou~e o~ecfives. Specific 
managemem actions, ~ be impMmented for achie~ng 
• e o~ecfiv~, ~e ~ u s ~ d  in Pint V. 

Most ~sues will be adduced by admi~sgafive 
actions thin consfim~ ~e  normM course of BLM 
bu~ness, Actions will be g~ded by law, ~gulation 
and nationM and Phoe~x D~tri~ policy. WiIdern~s 
managemem is gen~M~ g~ded by BLM Manu~ 
8560 and H~560-1. These ~e  actions ~m wo~d be 
im~emen~d ~ome akeady have) wheth~ or not ~e 
BLM dev~ops a managemem pMn ~r  ~e 
Ha~ayampa River Canyon W i ~ n e ~ .  There~re, no 
~ h e r  mention of ~ e  ~sues will be made after ~is 
section of ~e  wildern~s managemem ~an. 

Manageme  Plan Issues 

Naturalness 
BLM actions w~ be d e ,  creed to pre~r~ng 

na~rM con~fio~ in commence w~h nationM go~s 1, 
3 and 4. Veg~ative condition is a prime ~ c a t o r  of 
nmurMne~. Managemem O~ective t (see Pan V) 
will a d d ~ :  

• e c ~ o g ~  cond~on of ~e ~ant c o m m u ~  ~vi~ 
livestock utilization, 

• fip~ian management, 
• w i ~ f i ~ ,  

• ~nge dev~opment m ~ e n a n c e  and 
• ~a~ ~ h ~ n g  acqu~on~ccess.  

RecreaUon 
The m~o~y  of issues ~entified we~ concerned 

~vi~ re~eation~ oppor tun~ .  The BLM mu~ 
~anage i~ recreation ~ogram ~ the H~sayampa 
Ri~r  C~yon Wilderness to p ~ r ~  n~urat ~ u ~ s  
and c h ~ d ~  ~ s ~ d  in Nafion~ W i ~ n e s s  
GoM 2. Mana~m~t  O~ective 2 ~ Pa~ V) will 
addre~: 

• fiNtor ~ e  ~ v ~  
= ~Ntor experience, 
• ~ I  ~ ~ p m e n t ,  i.e., ~ ~ d  port~s, 
• ~ r  ~ rma t io~educa t i~  ~ d  
~ a permR sys~m. 

Issues Solved Through 
Policy or Administrative 
Actions 

Amherity fcr ~ ~  action~ where 
~ p ~ a b l ~  is ~ n  in e~h  r e ~ o ~ e  to ~e  i s l e  
i~ntifi~.  

Miscellaneous Administra on 
• W ~  ~ 
* Wa~r q u ~  
~ Sc~nfific ~ a r c h  ~ e ~ s  
~ Ve~ta t i~  ga~ering ~fif i f i~ 
~ C~u~ use ~ f ~  d ~ m ~  

The BLM will inventory all w~er sources and 
devdopmen~ and submit n~ification of ~derM 
reserved righ~ ~r  ~e wilderne~ to ~e Arizona 
Department of Wmer Resoumes (Arizona Desert 
Wild,hess Act of t99~ Pubfic Law 101-628; Wmer 
QuMi~ Aa  of 198~ Pubfic Law t00-4). 

Waer quaIity proteins have larg~y been ~aced 
to mines upsaeam of the wildernes~ The Arizona 
Department of En~ronmental Qu~i~ monito~ these 
pro~ems and, in c o ,  unction with ~e EnvkonmentM 
Pro~ction Agency, undertakes ~medial effo~s. 

S~entific research pwpos~s, ~ u d ~ g  c~turM, 
botan~al, wildli~ and ge~o~c~ resource~ will be 
dealt with on a cas~by<ase ba~s. Any au~odzed 
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pr~e~  will be conduced us~g ~e  m~imum to~ so 
as to not degrade wi~erne~ v~ue~ 

V e g ~ n  g~hefing acfivitie~ i.e., fimwoo~ 
j~ ob~  will not be perm~ed so th~ vegetation 
communities will mm~n relative~ unSUre& 

Hobby c ~ c t i n g  ~ o c k h o u n d ~  of m ~ s  is 
~ w e d  in the wi~em~s.  C ~ c t i o n  is limi~d to 
hand m~hods. 

Boundary Identifica on 
• W i l d ~  signage 
[] W i ~  ~n~ng 

Appro~mmdy four mi~s of wi~erness boundary 
have been signed. Boundary ~g~ng is an ong~ng 
process, conce~rating on ve~c~ access points and 
trail emrances. Information~ signage, cu~ently 
n o n e ~ s ~ ,  is ~ u s s e d  in Pa~ V, O~ective 2. 

Them is no need to ~nce ~e  wi~erness. 

Motorized/Mechanized 
Prohibitions 

The use of m~ofized and mechan~ed equ~me~ 
including, but not fimi~d t~ ve~c~s,  ~ s ,  ~rcra~ 
under the 2~00-foot ~resh~& Ncyc~s cr ~ e r s  is 
pro~N~d.  Exceptions under c e ~ n  (mostly 
emergency) ckcum~ances am specified under the 
headings Law Enfo~emenffSea~h and Rescue and 
Fire Suppres~on Procedures. The use of w h e d c h ~  
is ~ w e d .  

Wildlife 
• Predator con~ol and inventory 
~ WHdli~ c~chments 
[] Protection of dese~ ton~se and habitm 
[] R~n~oduction of speci~ status native fish 
[] Control of d o m e ~ a ~ d  a~m~s 

Government-sponsored animN damage con~ol 
acfififies using nonmomfized/nonmechan~ed m~hods 
will be conNdemd on a cas~by-case basis by the 
BLM Area Manager. The proposed comroi a c f i ~  
will be rev~wed and may be approved if one of 
severn con~tions is met and ff removN of ~e  mrg~ 
animN/aNmNs will not affect wiNerness vNues. The 
con~fions am: protecting ~deral~ lis~d ~mmened 
or endangered species, preventing the spread of 
• sease affe~ing ether wildli~ ~nd/¢r humans, 
preventing serious loss of domestic five~ock or 
con~dfing non-inNgenous species wNch ~, , ~rect 

confl~t with ~ g e n o u s  species. 
No wil~i~ deve~pme~s exist in the wi~erne~ 

and none am proposed in this plan. Any proposes 
will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

The BLM will manage dese~ to~oise habitat as 
C~egory H according ~ Desen Torto&e Habimt 
Management on Public Lands: A Rangewide Plan 
(BLM, 1988~ and Stra~gy for Desert TorW&e 
Habitat Managetnent on Pubic Lands ~ A ~ z ~  
(BLM, 1990). The habitat will be managed for no net 
loss in quanfiff or qu~i~.  

The BLM will determine, in cooperation with the 
Arizona Game and Fish Department, ~e  p~enfi~ of 
aquatic habitat to suppo~ speci~ status native fish 
populations by the year 2000. 

All dogs will be ke~ on ~ashes to prevent 
harassmem of wi~li~. Dogs used for livestock 
oper~ions will be the exception. 

Law Enforcement/Search and 
Rescue 
[] Sea~h and rescue em~genc~s 
[] E n ~ m e m ~ t  of w i ~  laws and other 

~ s o ~  v~lm~ns 

C o o r d ~ n  of sea~h and rescue effo~s in the 
wi~erne~ will be ensured by manage~ through 
regular meetings of ~e  agencies inv~ve& The 
Yavap~ Coun~ Sheriff's Office is the lead agency on 
any search and rescue inciden~ in ~e  wHderne~. 

The wilderness will be p a t r ~ d  from vehicles on 
the boundaries and by aerial survd~anc~ as 
cond~ions demand. Fo~ patrols inside ~e  wi~erne~ 
will be conduced ~s wa~a~ed. Aefi~ p~rols will be 
performed in fixed-wing ~ r a f t ,  observing the 2~00- 
foot ~t i~de threshold over wi~ernes~ 

Law enfo~ement and other BLM pe~onnel will 
educ~e the pu~ic on wilderne~ mgdations and 
behafior as a norm~ paa of ~eir  encoun~rs in and 
around the wi~erne~. 

Law enfo~emem inciden~ in the wi~erness 
~ d u ~ n ~  but not limited to, ~e  pursu~ of ~ions and 
game law v ~ l ~ o ~  will be ca~ied out using necessary 
eq~pmenE The BLM will continue to work 
cooperatively wi~ Yav~p~ Ccun~ lnw enforcement 
agencies and the Arizona Game and Fish Depanmem. 
Motorized eq~pment, ~ c ~ n g  ~w-f ly~g ~ a f l  
(under the L000-foot thmshdd) will be w~hdrawn 
when ~e  emergency no longer exists. Justification of 
moofized eq~pment use will be submit~d in writing 
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to ~e Area Manag~ within 48 hours of concNNon of 
the ~cNem. 

CuRural Resources 
• Manageme~ of ~ o f i c ~  b ~ l ~ n ~  and ~ h ~  

c ~ r ~  ~ u ~  
• Native Amedcan gmuN' concerns ~ r  c~mrN 

~sou~e ~ s  

~ e  am ~ e  known hi~ofic~ b ~  in ~e 
H ~ s ~ a m ~  ~ver  Canyon ~ l ~ s .  

~ g ~ f i c ~ t  h~ofic ~ d  pm~s~fic m ~ u ~  ~ 
be W ~ d  by ~Wopfi~e m ~ ,  ~ch~ng  
~ e i H a n ~  and ~a~zmion.  ~ f l i z m i ~  p~ns ~I1 
be de~t ~ on a c ~ b ~ c ~ e  ba~s, ensuring 
~o~ction of ~ l ~ m ~ s  v ~ s ,  ufifi~ng ~e ~ m u m  
~ .  

C ~ u ~  ~ s ~  am m ~ a ~ d  ~ a ~ 
v ~ .  ~ e  ~ u ~ e  is ~ e  ~ ~ d ~  ~ d  
institutions w~h ~ f i m a ~  ~ e ~ h  i n ~ s .  
R~e~ch ~ans ~ f l  sped~ ufifization of t ~  
m~imum ~ m ~ o ~  w i ~ n e ~  v~ue~ ~ h  
~ o p ~ s  ~ be con~de~d on a c ~ b ~ c ~ e  ba~s. 

C ~ u ~  ~ o ~  ~ ~ d  ~ N ~  
~ ~  whose a n c ~  may have occu~ed the 
~ a  and by t ~  gener~ p u ~ c  ~ i ~ u ~  v~u~. 
~ m t ~  c ~ m ~  ~ o ~  ~ ~ o ~ s  
~ ~ m ~  ~ e m ~  ~ t l  ~ ~ o w ~  ~ ~ c ~ n ~  
~ e f i~ng  ~ g d ~ s  ~ r  ~ ~ w ~ d e m ~  

Minerals 
• U~ ~ v ~ d  mi~ng d~ms 
• U~ of m e c h a ~ d  eq~pme~ ~ r  c ~ d u ~ n g  

v a l i ~  ~ a m ~ s  

Mining d~man~ who qu~i~ for a w~ver of 
payment of the annu~ m~nmnance De, and after 
issuance of a c o n ~  compl~nL shall be ~lowed to 
collect mineral samples. TNs ~ w s  ~e  d~man~ m 
confirm miner~ exposures e~sting prior to the da~ of 
~e windrowS, and ~ conduct ~e  mi~mum 
~ s s m e n t  work in a mann~ thin wi~ cause 
ins~f icant  surface ~ b a n c e .  

Pu~uant ~ 43 Code of Federal Reg~ations 
3809.1~(b)(4), a ~an of op~ations mu~ be approved 
prior to conducting operations which exceed the levd 
of casu~ use as defined at 43 Code of Feder~ 
Reg~ations 3809.0-5(b). Prier m approv~ of a ~an 
of operation~ ~e BLM sh~l ~ a ~  a v~idity 
examination ~ de~rmine if ~e  cl~m~) suppor~d a 
d~covery as of ~e da~ of the w~hdraw~. If them is 
a fining of no discovery, ~e BLM shall promp~y 
i~fiate conte~ proceedings. If the fin~ngs of an 
Admi~s~ative Law Judge and any subsequent appe~s 
suppo~ a f ining of no ~scovery, ~e d~ms shall be 
d e ~ e d  null and v~d. If the v~idi~ 
examination finds th~ ~e ~ m ( s )  suppo~ a 
~ o v e r y ,  ~e ~an of op~ations sh~l be approved 
and op~ations sh~l be allowed to proceed in a 
manner w~ch will not cause unnecess~y or undue 
degradation. 

The use of mechan~ed eq~pment ~ r  conducting 
v ~ i ~  examinations w~ be de~rmined on a case- 
b y ~ e  ba~s. 

Upon com~etion of op~ations, the ~ea shall be 
~ m e d  pursua~ ~ ~e  ~and~ds ~ 43 Code of 
Feder~ Regulations 3809.1~(d) and, if p r a ~ a b ~ ,  in 
a mann~ wNch wit p~vem the degradation of 
wilderness v~ue~ 
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IV-- Management Strategy 
This plan has been d ~ n e d  to serve as the 

managemem guidance ~r  the H~sayampa River 
Canyon Wildern~s. ImpMmentation will commence 
fol~wing pubfic ~v~w and finn approvM. 

An ~ t ~ i N ~ a ~  ~am developed two general 
managemem oNecfives ~r  meeting ~e NationN 
WiN~ness Managemem GoMs ~ee P~t H). The 
oNemNes and a~ocN~d management actions were 
deNgned ~ he~ meet the goMs of p r ~ v M g  ~e 
wilderne~ ch~ac~fistics of the area whi~ prodding 
for primitive ~eat ionM oppo~u~t~s, sNimde and 
• e continuation of noncon~rming but accep~d uses 
permitted by ~e WiN~ne~ Act. 

The two oNectives a d d ~  naturMness and 

mcm~ion oppo~u~ti~. The planned actions and 
m o ~ f i n g  of ~eir effectivene~ are deigned ~ 
ensure thin the c h ~ f i s f i ~  w~ch define the 
wilderness mm~n ~ab~ or a c t u ~  imwove. 

Fumm i~ues, ~tions or oppo~unifies wi~ be 
considered on a c ~ b ~ c ~ e  ba~s. I~ ~ u g h  
ev~uafion, actions ~e determ~ed to be con~smm and 
compatib~ wi~ ~e go~s and o~ec~ve~ ~ey wffi be 
inc~porated ~ the Nan without amendment of the 
phn. Incon~s~nt or ~compafi~e actions wi~ be 
f u r ~  ev~uamd and be su~ect ~ p u ~  m~ew and 
comment. 

Management o~ectives will be ~evMumed 
pe~od~M~ and upda~d as needed. 
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Part V--  Wilderness Management 
Introduction 

Planned management actions in the wilderness 
were deigned to meet the o~ecfives of preserving the 
n~ur~ness of the a~a and p r o ~ n g  oppo~unities for 
primitive recre~ion. This pa~ of the plan presen~ 
the management o~ectives and Nanned actions wiM 
ration~e sm~men~. Moni~ring rusks are outlined to 
ev~ume the effectivene~ of the management actions. 

Management Objective 1 
- -  Naturalness 

M a ~ n  or ~ r o v e  namm~ess in ~e 
Hassayampa ~ver  Canyon ~ldemess by: 

• m~ntaining the vegetation in i~ present fair to 
good e c o ~ g ~  con~tion on 90 percent of the 
wilderness while impro~ng the rem~ning 10 
percent cu~ent~ con~dered to be in poor 
condifio~ 

• impro~ng riparian habitat ~ong the Hassayampa 
River in the wi~erness to proper functio~ng 
condition by the year 2005, 

• rmmml~ng" ' " " wildlife h a ~ t  loss due to wildfire, 
• m~mm~ng" " " " permanent human impac~ to 

wilderness charac~ristics due to potenti~ 
devdopment of 440 acres of state lands within 
the wi~erness boundar~ 

• nun~m~zmg" ' ' ' rec~mion~ firewood col~cfion 
impac~ to trees su~ounding cam~ng areas, 

• ~ w ~ g  nmur~ revegetation of two mi~s (six 
acres) of I~rmer ve~cle rou~s, 

• m~mm~ng" " " " the use of m e c h a n ~  equipment for 
the m~n~nance of range developments and 

• m~mm~z~ng" " " " the effec~ of w ~ i ~  management 
operations. 

Rationale: This objective addresses the firs~ 
third and fou~h Nation~ Wilderness Management 
Go~s. 

The fir~ go~, preservation of w~derness 
c h a r a c ~  or natur~ness, in~udes m~ntenance of 
vegetation condition and prevention of unnecessary 
damage to trees from recreation~ firewood gathering 
and fivestock use. Riparian habitat (see Glossary) ~ 
essenti~ for the surviv~ of ceaain wildlife species. 

Improved riparian habitat will increase N ~ o ~ c ~  
d i v e r ~ ,  a is a Bu~auwide go~ to mt~n 75 peseta  
of all riparian ha~tats in proper funct ion~g condition 
(see Gloss~yL The third go~, use of the mi~mum 
~ol to ~duce human imprints, includes mi~mizing 
mecha~zed eq~pme~ use for fire suppres~on and 
wi~fi~ surveys. The fourth go~,  management of 
acceded uses, ~chdes  m~ntenance of  range 
d e v ~ o p m e ~  

Manageme  Actions 
1. Allow no more than 50 percent utilization of key 
upland forage spede~ 

Rafion~e: Utilization of less than 50 percent 
forage ~pecies to be determined) has been determined 
as adequme to ensure th~ plant communities are 
m~ntained in a heathy condition. Fifty percent 
tbrage utilization will m~nt~n vegetation in i~ 
cu~ent fair to good condition while areas of poor 
forage condition will improve to fair over the long 
term. 

2. Limit ~ v ~ c k  ~a~ng  in ~ e  riparian ~ea  to 
O~ober 1 to April 1, su~e~  to w e t h e r  con~fion~ 

Rafion~e: Heavy spring/summer use of the 
riparian zone ~ av~ded and ~ e  light falVwinter use 
occurs when vegetation is dormant. Live~ock ~nd to 
~m ~n  in Me u~ands during the fall and winte~ using 
Me canyon bottom to obtain wate~ Bank ~abili~ is 
m~ntaine& Mereby ~dudng  c r o t o n  potenti~. 

Due to u n ~ s e e n  varia~e~ e.g., wemher or 
wi~fir~ Me o p ~ o r  may be ~ w e d  to change Me 
gra~ng ~hed~e  to compensa~ for these situations, 
The move d~es shown in the gra~ng schedu~ am 
appro~mme; actu~ movemen~ may be wi tch  two 
weeks ~ e ~ r e  or a~e0 ~e  specified d~e.  Any 
changes g ~ e r  Man two weeks will be coor~n~ed 
and ~ consdtat~n between ~e  rancher and ~ e  BLM 
A~a Manager. 

3. I n ~ l  a four-mil~long fence within the 
wi~erne~, a on~mil~long fence at the wilderness 
boundary and a two-mile-long fence and a wall with 
windmill oms~e of Me wilderness to con~ol fivestock 
access to the riparian area during the growing season. 
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Fences will not be cons~ucted until viable upland 
wa~r has been established (see Table 4 for proposed 
devdopmen~ and Map 2 for their locations). 

Rationale: Fences and wate~ can help to keep 
hve~ock away from riparian vegoation during the 
growing season. 

4. Fully suppress all fires. 

Rafion~e: Sonoran v e g ~ i o n  in De wi~erne~ 
has evolved wi~ infrequent wi~fires. Many defirab~ 
phn~, ~pecial~ saguaro, are adve~dy  affec~d by 
fire. In addit~m nmive vegetat~n may be ~Naced 
by ~troduced annuls  a~er a fire. Wi~fim wi~in De 
riparian c o m m u ~  ~ l ikew~e not an effective ~ol to 
ac~eve resource o~ectives. While De i~efior 
chaparral c o m m u ~  is a fire-adaptive sy~em, it 
e~s~  as ~ a n d s "  w r e n  and ~ r m ~ t e n f l y  ~ong De 
edges of De wi~erne~ and cannot be effectively 
ma~pd~e& P ~ v e ~ n  of  fire is importa~ to meet 
the veg~ation component of  nmur~ne~ (see 
Appen~x ~ r  s u p p ~ n  procedu~s).  

5. Acquire De state lands in T. 9 N., R. 3 W., sec. 
14, W½NE¼, S½NW¼, N½SW¼ and sec. 29, NE¼, 
E½NW¼, SW¼NW¼ or permit adequ~e ~ ,  if 
~que~eC 

Rafion~e: Acq~sition of  the 440 acres will 
p~vem uses incompati~e with w t d ~ n e ~  
manageme~. P~ent i~  means of  acq~fifion include 
exchange, p u ~ h ~ e  or t~ rd  party d o n j o n .  If De 
BLM is unsuccessful ~ acquiring ~ e  stme lands, 
adequ~e access will be permitted upon reque~ of De 
owner (Public Law 8 ~ 5 7 Z  Section 5~. Any permit 
for access will be in such a manner as to cause De 
~ast lasting impa~ on wi~erness  whi~ ~ w ~ g  
~ o n a ~ e  use of De nonfeder~ ~hC~ng .  

6. Re~ri~ firewood use to dead-and-down wood ~ r  
c ~  o~y. 

Rational: Cutting live ~ees and gmhering 
branches from ~anding trees for firewood can ~ad to 
serious degradation of the Sonoran, riparian and 
chapa~al habitats, seriously affecting nmur~ness and 
vegetative hefl~.  Therefore, it is necessary to 
enfo~e this wood restriction. 

7. ~ w  namr~ ~ v e g ~ m ~ n  ~ ~ r m ~  v e h ~  
r o ~ .  

Rationale: As motorized vehicles are 
incmnpatible with the goals of wilderness 
management, former vehicle routes have been closed 
and ~lowed to reveget~e natur~ly. The routes, used 
to access range devdopment~ were infrequently used 
even before wilderness designation. Natural 
revegetation has begun to reclaim most of these 
routes, now identified as trails. 

8. Make the m~menance procedures for one 
proposed and 10 existing range developmen~ in 
w~derness condit~ns of the appropri~e gra~ng leases 
(see rabies 5 and 6). Any devdopmen~ no longer 
needed will be ~moved from the schedule and 
rehabilitated as part of De reev~u~ion and upd~e of 
the plan (see Map 2 for loc~ions of ~lotmen~ and 
existing and proposed devdopmen~L 

R ~ n ~ e :  Use of De minimum ~ol  ~lows ~ r  
~spect~n and m ~ e n a n c e  of range devdopme~s  
while ~o~cfing De w i ~ n e ~  c h a r a c ~ r i ~ s  (i.e., 
nmur~ne~). 

Periodkally, m~or ~ p ~  to range dev~opmen~ 
will be necessary. A ~ckup ~uck may be ~qu i~d  to 
ca~y mar r i e s  and ~ols using existing ~ l s .  The 
perm~ee is ~ q ~ d  to noti~ De Area Manag~ at 
least two weeks ~ advance of in~ating such ~pairs. 

Eme~ency situations ~ m e n ~ g  human li~, 
prope~y 0n~u~ng five~oc~ or pu~ic land ~sou~es  
may ~so occu~ The use of m~or  ve~cles or o~er  
m~or i~d  equ~me~ in em~gency ~ m ~ n s  is 
permissible. The opermor of the eq~pmem is 
~quired to noti~ De BLM Area Manag~ when the 
em~gency situation has been de~c~d  and b e ~  
emering De w i ~ n e ~  wRh De eq~pment. If De 
A~a  Manag~ cannot be notified prior to envy, 
contact must be made wi~in 48 hours following De 
em~gency ent~. 

9. In accordance w~h De memorandum of 
understan~ng wi~ De Arizona Game and Fish 
Depa~men~ De Department will conduct ~ w ~ e v d  
survey fl~hts o~ weekdays b~ween December 15 and 
February 15. The Depaament will notify De BLM 
befo~ each flig~. 

Rafionak: The Arizona Game and Fish 
Departmem manages the wilderness wildli~ 
pop~ations and has been conducting annum aeri~ 
flights to determ~e populations of mu~ deer, j av d ~a  
and moum~n hon (see TaMe 7). The time period 
pro¼des continuity with prev~us survey periods. 
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Table 4. Proposed Range Deve~pments 
; - 

Pasture ~nce 
Oesus Canyon 

N ~ m e ~  

T. 9 N., R. 3 W., 
secs. 20-22 

I 

CoopedHozoni 
w~er gap ~nce 

I 

JV Bar paNu~ 
fence 

Construct paNure Pack aNmN Four miles ~ 
division fence or h~op te r  fence matedN, 

delNe~ ff contract labor 
necessa~ 

T. 9 N., R. 3 W., 
secs. 14 and 15 

Build water gap Across state One mile of 
across dver land fence matedN, 

contract labor 

T. 9 N., R. 4 W., 
secs. 35 and 36; 
T. 9 N., R. 3 W., 

sec. 31 

Con~m~ pa~u~ Across Two miles ~ 
d ~ b n  fence public and fence m~ed~ 

wi~erness 
bounda~ 

Slim Jim water 
devebpment ~esus 
Canyon Allotment) 

I ~ ~ 

T. 9 N., R. 3 W., 
sec. 33 

Drill and equip Across Ddll well and 
well in Slim Jim public lands equip w~h 

Wash wiNemessnOt in windmill 

Fligh~ are ~stri~ed to weekdays when there are 
~wer ~f im~ and ~wer impa~s to sNimde. 

10. Condu~ monitoring of vegetatNe condit~m 

Rationale: V e g ~ i o n  mo~toring is the 
observation and sys~mm~ c~Mcfion of resource 
data to de~rmine the success of manageme~ 
actions toward ac~ev~g the NmurMness O~ective. 
R pro~des quanfifiabM dma needed to periodkM~ 
~ e w  and evMume veg~ation condition and the 
impac~ of five~ock and people on vegetation. 

Monitoring 
1. One pace frequency transect will be establNhed 
in each representative naturN plant community and 
read once every three years. The Pace Frequency 
Method will be used to evNuate condition and 
trend. Two individuN plo~ will be established and 
observed Nong four parNM s~Nght line pace 
~ansec~ with 50 plots symematicNly placed at one 
or more pace in~rvNs along each transect. The 
ind~mo~ of success will be an evNuation of no 
change in plant frequency by species, which would 
mNntain the cu~ent 90 percent good and 10 percent 
fair condition. An evNu~ion of groundcover -- 
including live vegetation (basal), litter, rock and 
bare ground -- is recorded. 

2. Trend photo plo~ and key forage utilkation 
transects will be establNhed in key vegetatiTe 
communities and read annuNly. 
3. V e g ~ i o n  damaged by recreationN use around 
camping areas will be documenmd.annuNly. 
4. Range devdopmen~ will be field checked 
annually for complNnce (see tables 5 and 6). 
5. E~abfish and read utifization s tud ,s  within the 
riparian area annuNly. 
6. Photo poin~ established during the riparian 
Proper Functioning Condition inventory will be 
repe~ed annually. 
7. A riparian Proper Functioning Condition 
Assessment will be conduced every two years. 

Vegetation monitoring standards have been 
established to ~neasure the effectiveness of the 
management actions (see Table 8). 

Additional Actions, if Required 
1. Should damage from excessive livestock use 
occu~ management practices will be a~us~d. 
Co~ecfive actions include, but are not limi~d to. 
reduction in Nlowed livestock numbe~. 
2. Should damage ffmn ~cre~ionN fi~wood 
collection exceed s~ndards, campfi~s will be 
prohibited (see O~e~ive 2 for add~on~ m c ~ i o n  
use monitoring). 
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Ta~e 5. Range Dev~opment Main~nance Schedule 

,Jesus 
Canyo~Coop~ 

Eounda~, 
~ u d e s  Cooper 
~nce g~e ~89~ 

FENCES 

Fence: T. 9 N., R. Fence: Roufine Fence: 
3 W., secs. 15,22, inspection and Ho~eback 

, 16; T. 9 N., R. 4 maintenance Gate: Tra~or 
W., secs. 12,13 Gate: Repair in dverbed 
Gate: T. 9 N., R. 3 after flooding 
W., secs. 15,22 

I . . . . .  I ,  , I 

Jesus Canyon~V T. 9 N,, R. 3 ~ ,  Roufine Homeback 
Bar bounda~ secs. 19,20,30; T. 9 i n s p e ~ n  and 
(1021) N., R, 4 ~ ,  secs.  m ~ e n a n c e  

, 24,25 : 

; I . . . . . . . . .  ! 

Jesus T. 9 N., R. 4 W., Ro~ne Homeback 
CanyoWBmwn secs. 23,24 ~ e ~ o n  and and mules 
bounda~ (1038) m~n~nance 

I • ' ' I I 

Bmwn~V Bar 
bounda~ (96~ 

T. 9 N., R. 4 W., Routine Homeback 
secs. 2&27~&35 inspection and and mules 

m~n~nance 
I ~ '  ' I I , ,  

Jesus T, 9 N., R. 4 W., Roufine 
CanyoNMom~z secs. l&  1&2&24 inspection and 
bounda~ (~.1 ,0~ I .... , m~enanc.~, . . I 

BmwNMoralez ~ 9 N., R. 4 W., Routine 
bounda~ ~0~  se& 23 i nspe~n  and 

, L m ~ e n a n c e  , 

OTHER DEVELOPMENTS 
I [  . . . .  

I I  " '  

' ATOS windmig 
(well), in~udes 
two storage tanks 
(5125) (Jesus 
Canyon Allotment) 

I I  

Was~n~on Tank 
~15~ gesus 
Canyon AIl~ment) 

q 
T. 9 N., R. 3 W., i Routine 

, seco 29, SW¼SW¼ inspection and 
maintenance 

I I . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 

T. 9 N., R. 3 W., 
sec. 2& SE¼SE¼ 

I ~ 

T. 9 N., R. 3 W., 
~c.  18, NW¼SW¼ 

I " 

Thumb Butte 
~ Spring(035961) 

i Aiiotme(J nt) esus Canyon 
I I  . . . . .  

C o ~  (035962) T. 9 N., R. 3 W., 
~esus Canyon sec. 19, SW¼SE¼ 
Allotment) 

, 

Homeback 
and mules 

Homeback 
and mules 

Clean msewoir I 
segment; 
distwbance 
confined to 
pm~ou~y 
distu~ed ama 

! . . . . . . .  ! 

I~pe~on on 
~ homebac~ 

v e h ~  ~ haul 
ma~da~ 

Bufldozer 
w~ked in on 
existing trails 

Routine 
i~pection and 
m ~ e n a n c e  

Roufine 
i nspe~n  and 
m ~ e n a n c e  

Horseback 

As needed 

As needed 

~ i r  

Fair 

As needed Fair = 

I I ~ I I  

As needed 

I , ,  

As needed 

As needed 

l, 

I Maintenance 
once a year 

F~r 

1 ~ . ~  I I  

F~r 

I ~ I I  

F~r 

I ,  

I I  

Fair 

I I I I  

M~enance  
eve~ five 

, yearn 

F~r 

I , ,  I , I I  

As needed Good 

' I . . . .  I . . . . .  I I  

As needed Horseback F~r 

, '  , I  
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Table 6. M~ntenance Schedule of Proposed Range Dev~opme~s 
(in wi~erness and at boundar~ 

Proposed Location 
...... develop ment ....................... 

Action Access Frequency 

FENCES 

Jesus pasture T. 9 N., R. 3 W., Routine inspection and Horseback As needed 
fence secs. 20-22 maintenance 

I 

CoopedHozoni 
water gap fence 

T. 9 N., R. 3 W., 
secs. 14,15 

JV Bar pa~u~ T. 9 N., R. 4 W., 
fence secs. 35,36; T. 9 

N., R. 3 W., sec. 
31 

Routine inspection and Across As needed 
maintenance; repair after state land 

flooding 

Rou~ne ~spection and Horseback As needed 
m~enance 

Table 7. Wildlife Inventory 

For mule deer and javelina -- bw-f~ng 
~rc~ff ~ o ~ e ~  or f~ed-win~ 
o v e ~ s  

A n n u ~  b~ween December 15 and Feb~a~ 15; 
suweys not to exceed four hours per year; Area 
Manager will be notified in advance ~ all planned 
suweys; AGFD will reque~ wd~en permissbn from 
Area Manager for add~on~ fl~h~, if necessa~ 

For mountain lion -- on foot or horseback Infrequently and informally 

I~  

Table 8. Naturalness Menffodng Standards 

Key ~mge species plant trend 
~ased on Pace Frequency 
M~ho~ 

Spedes ~o be d~ermine~ No change in pla~ frequency 
w~h a 90 peme~ good 
cond~on by 2005 

Key browse species util~ation Spe~es ~o be d~erm~ed) Less than 50 percent 
u~l~a~on through 2005 

I I  

Less than 50 percent 
utilizatbn; 70 percent of all 
age classes will be seedlings # 

No observa~e tree damage 
w~hin 100 feet of camping 
a re as 

R~adan woody seedlings 
uffi~atbn 

Co~onwood and wilbw 

Recreat~n use vegetative 
damage 

Amou~ ~ t~e limb damage 
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Management O ective 2 
-- Recreation 
Oppo unities 

Provide for primitive recreation opportunities 
wh~e ensuring p~servation of wilderness 
characte~s~cs by: 

• mMmMMng the e ~ g  ~ail sy~em (see Map 
3), 

• p~venting the esmM~hmem of new gMls, 
• preventing the e~aM~hmem of new campM~s 

and obli~rating e~sting sRes, 
• mlmrmmng" " " " encounters by wi~erness use~ and 
• estab~s~ng an educationN~itor use program. 

Ratbn~e: T~s o~ective addresses the second 
NationM Wilderness GoM, fifimr use thin will Mave 
the area unimpM~& T~s goM includes preventing 
the establishment of new wMls and campsites and 
m~mm~ng" " " " encounters by w i ~ n e ~  users through 
education and permR stipdation~ 

Management Actions 
1. Com~e~ Wail ~ v e n ~  ~ r  ~pe  and con~fion. 
Previous~ unknown wails bc~ed  during ~ v e m o ~  
will be added to the sy~em or observed .  

2. M~nt~n the existing trail sys~m m Rs cu~e~ 
levd to prote~ wilderne~ chara~er by p~venting 
ero~on and new trail routes throug~ 

a e~ablishing periodic m~ntenance of the ~ !  
sy~em, 

• u t i ~ n g  native m~eri~s and hand to~s for 
ero~on c o n ~ ,  

• permitting minor trimming of vegetation for 
user safety, 

• permitting minor reroutes of existing trails ff 
required to p r o ~  resource v~ues and if the 
~d  segments are rehabilitated and 

• placing no markers or figns in the wilderness. 

3. Com~e~ a campfi~ ~vemory ~ r  locmion, 
~vel of us~ impa~s to resou~e~ ~s~rbed 
vegetation, human waste and Wash. 

R ~ n ~  M~m~ning the e~sting Wail 
sys~m at cu~ent ~vds  and diminating all new 
W ~  and any campsites will p r~e~  w~derne~ 

v~ues and nmur~ness charac~fistics w ~  
prof i~ng ~ r  primitive ~ c ~  ~ u n i t i ~ .  

4. E~ablAh the following commercial recreation 
p o l l y  0nduding nonprofit groups thin req~re a 
special recremion permit) with the following 
standard stipulations for permits. ScheduM fisiting 
parties to avoid encounters. 

Overnight 
~ No base camps wRhin the wilderness 
• Spike camps limi~d to 10 peop~, one ~ght, 10 

pack~ock 
• Feed (no hay) provided for a~m~s 
• Each permR holder ~mited to a ma~mum of 

two nights per 14-day period 

Day use 
• Limited to 20 peop~ or 10 people with 10 

stock 
• Each permit holder Umited to a maximum of 

four groups per 14-day period 

S p ed ~  events, e.g., the ~ o d c  Desert 
Caballeros annum ride, will be handed on a case- 
by-case ba~s. 

5. Establish a noncommercial recreation policy 
that states: 

• no group ~ze Hmits will be imposed u~ess 
under a sperm ~creation permiL but group 
fize will be mo~mmd and 

= large group ~zes will be ~ o u m g e d  through 
education and a visitor in~rmation program. 

Rat~n~e:  The policy for comme~i~ and 
noncomme~ial ~c~at ion use is con~s~nt with ~e  
nation~ go~s and ~ e  ~an o ~ e c f i w  Commerci~ 
and s p e ~  recreation perm~ stipdations will ~so 
enhance ~ e  o p p o ~ u ~  ~ r  solitude ~rough 
fimifing ~ e  number of users at one time. 

. 

• 

I~f i~e a ~ r  in~rmation~ducation program. 

Install W~l registers and regd~ory information 
~ three access p~nts -- Amazon G d c E  George 
Washington Mine and ATOS Mine ~ee Map 
3). Fo~ ' s  Canyon ~ a pos~ble p o ~  addifiom 
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Table 9. Recrea~on M ~ ~  Standards 

~dic~or 
| . . . .  ;; . . . . .  , . . . . . . . .  | . . . . . . . . . .  

S ~ d a r d  ~ ~ 

" . . . . . . . . . . .  I I  

Trail condNon Erosion, parallel trails, trail 
widening 

None observable 

I 

Evidence ~ camping impa~ 

AvaiNbH~y of firewood 

Fire dngs, disturbed 
vegetation, human 
wasteArash 

Amou~ of observable dead- 
and-down wood in v~in~y 

I 

Human encounN~ 

Veh~le density at access 
points 

None observabN; no camping 
impacts observable beyond a 50- 
foot radius 

Number of encou~e~ 

Number of vehicles on 
regular basis 

PdmNve m c ~ i o n  Number of comNN~s per 
expedencNs~ude year 

Dead-and-down wood generalN 
available w~hin 100 feet 

No more than five contacts per day 
dudng main season N use 

No more than five veh~Ns and/or 
three horse t r a i ~  per day dudng 
main season of use 

No more than 10 c o m # ~ s  

• Implement a viNtor response system through 
cards or logs at the ~ail regi~ers that ask for date 
of  entry, size of pa~y, duration of vis~, primitive 
experience ~vel and suggestions for wilderness 
managemenk 

• Develop a brochure emphasiNng preservation of 
wilderness characteristics, the "Leave No Trace" 
ethic, smN1 group size, commerciN permit 
requirements, etc. 

• Establ~h ranger and recreation staff contacts, 
presenting the same message as the brochure. 

Rationale: A ~ t o r  ~formation/education 
program will enaNe the BLM to inform the publ~ on 
proper wilderne~ ~hics, regMations and req~remen~.  
The viNtor response ~ g  will pro~de ~edback for 
more effective management, vis~or use and season of 
u s e .  

7. Conduct monitoring of visitor use. 

Rationale: Rec~ation moNtoring is the 
observation and sysmmatic cN~ction of ~ t o r  use 
data to de~ rm~ e  the success of managemem actions 
toward achie~ng the ~ c ~ n  oNe~Ne.  It provides 
quantifiaNe data needed to pefioNcN~ renew and 
evNume conditions and impact .  

Monitoring 
l. The ~NI sy~em wi~ be mor t a r ed  a n n u ~  ~ r  
conNtion and exis~nce of new ~Nls. 

2. The wilderness will be monitored annually for 
evidence of camping impact .  

3. V~hor use and permh stipulations will be 
m o n i e d  by ranger and recreation stuff. 

4. Primitive recreation experiences, encounters and 
solitude opportunities will be measured through the 
vi~tor response sy~em at the ~N1 regi~er~ through 
staff encounters and through the number of vehicles at 
access points. 

Recreation monitoring standards have been 
establ~hed to measure the effectiveness of the 
management actions (see Table 9). 

Additional Actions, if Required 
1. Any new ~ails observed after the ~ l  ~venmry 
is comNemd will be oNimramd immediat~y ~ r  minor 
trails or within two months of discovery ~ r  more 
estabfished ~Nls. 
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New gails ~e defined as rou~s c ~ e d ~ d  by 
~ m ~  ~ a~ not part of ~e ~ail ~vem~y. These 
~ u d e  mu~s i m m e ~ d y  p ~ l e l  ~ existing g~ls, 
swi~hb~k cmoffs, e~. New trails do n~ ~ r  ~ 
p ~  c~med by ~ve~ock or w i ~ .  

2. Any campfi~ rings, ~ h  ¢r human w ~  
obs~ved after ~e campfi~ inven~ry is c o m p ~ d  
will be ~moved or buried upon ~ o v e r y .  

3. If cam~ng ~cations become overufilized and 
vegoation in ~e area becomes depleted or damaged, 
campfires will be p r o ~ &  

4. If visitor encounters and vehic~ density regularly 
exceed standards a permit system for noncommercial 
and individu~ use will be established. 



Part V I - -P lan Evaluation 
The Phoe~x Resource A~a, BLM will revbw 

• e effecfivene~ of plan implementation on a ye~ly 
ba~s. Moni~fing d~a will be an~yzed ag~nst 
stand~ds ~ u ~ e d  ~ Part V for both o~ectiv~. 

The vegetative m o ~ f i n g  data will ~ d ~ e  
wh~her wiretaps n~ur~ v~ues are ~ m ~ n g  in 
good con~fion or need cor~ctive actions. If 
vege~tive condit~ns show de~fior~io~ 

effectivene~ of He management actions ~ r  ~e 
n~ur~ne~ o~ecfive will ~quire mev~uation and .will 
lead to implementation of co~ective actions 

Tr~l con~fions, cam~ng ~eation~ encounters 
and f i ~ r  ~edb~k will be monRo~d and ev~umed 
a n n u ~ .  If es~N~hed stand~ds are exceeded, 
co~ective actions will be im~eme~ed. 
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Part VII -- Implement~ion Schedule 
and Cost Estimate 

Table 10. Plan Implementa~on Schedule for Ongoing Projects 
i i  

Mon~or key forage and photo plots Range and/or 0.25/year $0 
Recreation staff 

Mon~or vegetation damage and Range and . 0.25/year $0 
maintenance act~ity impacts Recreation staff 

Monitor dpadan hab~at ~ Wildlife 0.25/year $0 
Biologist 

. . . . . . . .  , i I I , - ~  I .  I I  

Mon~or tm~ cond~ons and camping 
impa~s 

Recreation staff 0.25/year $100/year 

I I . . . . . . . . .  I !  

Mon~or pdm~Ne r e c ~ b n ,  encounters 
and sol~ude 

R e c ~ n  ~aff ~ 2 ~ e a r  $100~ear 

. . . . . . .  I , , , ,  I I  

Law 0.5~ear $1 O0 
E~omeme~ 

and Recreation 
st~f i , .~ ! ' , 

Patrol wi~erness 

Conduct wi~lffe inve~o~ Adzona Game 0 
and ~sh 

Depa~me~ 
~ ! , , ,  

$0 

i 
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i ,  

Table 11. Plan ~ p ~ m e ~  Schedule for Special A ~ t ~ s  

~ ~  a ~  

i ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Acqui~ s~te lands or p~vide legal access 

Produce ~ e r n e s s  brochure 

Inve~o~ trails and campsi~ cond~#n 

Inve~o~ water souses 

Determine potential of aquatic hab~at to suppo~ 
species status native fish populations 

Responsible B L M  
parties ~ ' w o r k m o n t h s  

• . 

Realty staff 2.0 
i i 

Recreation staff 1.0 
! i 

Recreation s ta f f  0.5/year 
! , 

W~er Rig,s .I 1.5~ear 
Sped~ist j . 

Wildlife Bi~ogist 
and Adzona 

Game and Fish 
Depa~ment 

A~u~ livestock season of use, di~db~bn or 
numbe~ to achieve dpadan h a b ~  goals 

c o s ~  
. .  

$o 
i i  

$500 
i |  

$100~ear 
I I  

~ 2 ~ e a r  

0.5/year $0 

Wi~life Bbb~st 1.0/year $0 
and Range staff 

I I 

In,all trail ~ g i ~ e ~  and ~sponse logjams Recreation ~aff 1.0 $1,000 

Construct four p~posed ~nge devebpme~s Range ~aff ~ 2 $40,000 
' 1  
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Part VIII-- Public Involvement 
The BLM hdd two puM~ ~o#ng meetings 

during Me sunun~ of 1992 (see Part III) m d ~ m M e  
~anMng issues ~r  this effo~. During Mm period, Me 
BLM rec~ved wri~en ~spon~s to a publ~ mMl~g 
w~ch s ~ i ~ d  commem. 

The BLM leaer of Augu~ 17, 1992 ~ q u ~ d  
Mm i n ~ s ~ d  puM~s v ~ u n ~  m ~rve on a w~k 
group m ~sist ~e BLM in ~an deveMpmem. An 
~ghvmemb~ group fi~t m~ on Janu~y 8, 1993 in 
Phoenix. Thee agenc~s and Mree ~nc~ng 
op~atio~ we~ ~p~seme& The folMwing gmu~ 
have been consd~d or have prodded commem to Me 
BLM during pMn dev~opmenL 

H~myampa River Canyon PuMic Work Group: 
Roy Williams 
Car~ Wiahms 
M~e S~dman 
Richard We~z 
Bob Nmh, Dese~ CabMMros 
Pe~r Jagow, Arizona Department of 

Envkonmental Quality, Water Quali~ 
Da¼d Angd MorMez 
Fred Bro~ 
Roy B. Williams 
Marie Harber 
M~haM Huffman 
Betty Park 
Pe~ JoacMm 
Bill W~ner 
VM Li~e, The Nmure Con~rvmory 
Rhonda L. Cook 
La~y S~dman 
Bruce M~er 
Barbara Hes~n, Ar~ona Game and ~sh 

Depa~mem 
Dad~ Furn~s 
MaR ~erc~ Arizona Game and ~sh Depa~mem 
Fad W. Kl~wer, MD 
Tom Lazz~M 

Arizona Game and ~sh Depa~mem 
Y ~ M  C ~ n ~  S~riWs O ~  
D~ert C~dMms 

During preparation of the range devdopment 
mMn~nance scheduM, BLM Range Conservation~ 
m~ with the in~res~d ~vesmck permittees. The 
range devdopmem locations and anti,pined 

mMn~nance needs were discussed and verified. 
During these meeting~ BLM policies and 
CongresMonM guidelines relating to the main~nance 
of range devdopmen~ in the w~derness were 
discussed. 

Operators: 
Roy and Carol Wffihm~ Jesus Canyon A1Mtmem 
S m ~  Inc., JV B ~  AIMtmem 
Boyd Tenny, Hozoni All ,mere (~rmeO 
Rex Maughan, Hozoni All ,mere 
M.J. Brown, Brown AH~mem (~rmeO 
Thom~ E Pucci, Brown Allotment 
John W. CoopeL Cooper All~mem 
Angel MmMez, Mordez Allotment 

TI~ Draft Hassayampa River Canyon Wildem~s 
Management Han and En~ronmental A~essmem was 
mMled to morn ~an 140 in~res~d ~ d u M ~  groups 
and governmental organizations. The documem was 
mMled on Ma~h 29, 1996 for ~e commem period 
April 1 Mmugh May 15, 1996. 

Comments 
The BLM rec~ved three wriaen c~nmen~, one 

each ~om an individual, a state agency and a Tribal 
GovernmenL 

One comment dealt with vegetmion utilization 
levels MMwed by this plan. The BLM's past ~udMs 
have shown Mm forage spe~es in this ecosys~m 
remMn heMthy and vigorous with 50 pe~ent or less 
util~ation. IL howeveL studies indicme thin the long- 
~rm ~end is g~ng down, the utilization level will be 
lowere& 

AnoMer comment expressed ~egret thin Congre~ 
designmed this area as wilderness. Only Cong~ss 
can revoke w~derness de~gnation; therefore, the 
commem is beyond the scope of this plan. 

One comment requesmd that the BLM pu~ue 
invemory of cuhural resources on federal lands. The 
BLM prioritizes i~ inventory effo~s according to 
resources avMhMe to the agency and areas of 
proposed ~derM unde~akings. 

The BLM does not plan to conduct an inten~ve 
survey of Me Hassayampa River Canyon Wilderness. 
HoweveL if there are proposed developmen~ or 
a~i~fies in a particular are~ the BLM will perform 
s i~pe~f ic  cdturM inventory and cMarance. 
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Part IX-- List of Preparers 
The Phoen~ R e s ~ e  Area Wfl~m~s M ~ e m ~ t  
Han I m e ~ i ~ l ~ y  Team confi~s o~ 

W i l d ~  Nan maps u~ng ~e Geogmph~ 
~m~ation Sy~em we~ p~p~ed by: 

K ~ y n  PedrcL Sup~fis~ Recmm~n and 
A~hae~ogy Staff 

William G~so~ W i l d ~  and Enfi~nmental 
Speci~i~ 

Russell Milb~ Range C o n ~ a t i o ~  
~m Hughes, Wi~life B i ~ o ~  
Dan Langho~K ~ e r ~  B i ~ o ~  
Jim Ande~en, Realty S~dali~ 
Ron Smith, G e ~ o ~  
Con~e S~ne, Archaeologist 
Glenn Jo~, ~ M~agem~t O~cer 
Hn Fehlman~ Wa~r ~ghts 
S~ve Madman, Hydrolo~ 
Russell Krap~ S~I Sdenfi~ 
Bob Rdz, Ranger 
Chris Ho~z~ Supervisor ~rrnation R ~ o u ~  

M~agement Staff 
Wendell G. PeacocL Writer~tor 

WiH~m Gibson, Phoenix Resource Area 
Chris Horyz~ Phoenix District 
Card Haggerty, Phoenix Resou~e Area 
Famed Abou-H~dar, Phoenix D ~ i ~  

The team was asfis~d by: 

Da~dl Te~ey, Phoenix Resource Area 
Te~y O'Sdhvam Arizona Stme Office 
Ken Mahoney, Arizona State Office 
Ron Hooper, Ar~ona State Office 
Clint Oke, Arizona Stme Office 
John Anderson Lower Gih Resou~e Area 
Jack Ragsd~e, Phoenix Resource Area 
Da~d Konopk~ Lower Gila Resource Area 
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Glossary 
Accepted uses (formerly known as nonconforming 

use~: Uses Hlowed by ~e Wilderness Act of 
1964 th~ are prior in nature and not necessarily 
compati~e with presetting wiMerness vHue~ 
e.g,, mi~ng, ~vestock gra~ng. 

Biological diversity (biodiversity): Biodiver~ty is 
the aggreg~e of specks assem~ages 
~ommunities), ~difiduH speoes and genetic 
variation within spedes and Se processes by 
w~ch these components interact within and 
among thems~ves. For das~fication purposes, 
~odiversity can be difided into three levels -- 
commu~ty diver~ty (ha~tat, ecosy~em), species 
~ v e r ~  and genetic diversi~ w ~ n  species; HI 
three ~vels change through time. 

when adequ~e veg~mion, hndtbrm or large 
wood debris is present to ~ i p ~ e  stream energy 
assor ted with ~gh w~er flows, thereby 
reduong erosion and impro~ng w~¢r quHity; 
fil~r segment, cap.re be~oad and aid floodplHn 
deve~pmen~ improve floodw~er re~ntion and 
groundwmer recharge; develop root masses that 
s ~ z e  ~ambanks  ag~n~ cutting action; 
develop dive~e pon~ng and channd 
charac~fi~s to profide the h~bit~ and the water 
depth, durat~n and ~mpermure necessary for fish 
productio~ w~erfowl, breeding and other uses 
and suppo~ grea~r ~odNersi~. The functioning 
condition of riparian-wetland areas is a result of 
in.ration among geology, soil wa~r and 
veg~ation (BLM, 1993b). 

Ecdo~c~  ~angO ~ :  A c h ~ f i ~  n m ~  ~ant 
communi~ w~ch is ~e  product of H1 ~e  
enfi~nmental ~ s  ~ o n s i b ~  fcr its 
deve~pmenL 

Functioning at risk: Riparian-wetland areas that are 
in funcfionH condition but an e~sfing soft, water 
or veg~ation attribu~ makes ~em susceptible to 
degradation (BLM, 1993b). 

Proper ~ncfion~g cond~on ~ f  dpa~an hab~aO: 
~ F a f i ~ - w ~ n d  a ~  aw ~nctio~ng p~pedy  

Riparian hab~a~ An area of land directly 
influenced by permanent water either on the 
surface or as free subsurface water within the 
rooting zone of dependent vegetation. A riparian 
area has vi~b~ present or potenfiH vegetation cr 
p h y s ~  characteristics reflective of permanent 
water influenc~ TypicH ripa~an areas include 
~ream banks and lake shores. Excluded are sites 
such as ephemerH streams or washes that do not 
exhibit present or potentiH vegetation dependent 
upon free water in the soil. 
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Appendix-- Fire Suppression 
Procedures for the Hassayampa River 

Canyon Wilderness 
Introduction 

The tim m ~ e m ~ t  pro~dums ~of ide  ~ 

• fire suppres~on sgategy wh~h ensures pro~cfion 
of wilderness msou~es, human safety and 
sWu~ures with suppms~on ~chn~ues resdfing in 
the ~a~  po~ible efidence of human acfifity and 

• ensuring a common u n d e ~ n ~ n g  by Phoe~x 
D~tri~ pe~onnd of the c o n s ~ n ~ ,  
con~derafions and procedures ~v~ved  w~h fire 
su~pre~ion operations in the wi~erne~. 

All wi~fims within ~ t~eatening m en~r the 
w i ~ n e ~  will be e x t i n g ~ e d  wi~ ap~opfiate 
suppression m ~ o ~ e .  The ~ct  ~ a wi~fim occurs 
~ the w i r i n g s  ~ nm ~ i~eV an eme~ency. An 
em~gency e ~ s  when: 

a wi~fim b ~ n ~ g  ins~e ~e  w i ~  t h m ~ e ~  
human ~ ~ prope~y ~ 
them ~ a d e f i ~  p~emi~ ~ r  a wi~f i~  ~ 
exceed ~ppression effo~s, burn beyond the 
w i r e t a p s  bounda~ and endanger human fi~, 
p r o p ~ ,  managed m s o u ~  or the publ~ 
welfare. 

Sur~ce dis~rbance from suppr~s~n actions in 
the w i ~ n e ~  mu~ be m h a ~ d  ~ as n~ural a 
sta~ as possible. 

An ~caped fire situation an~y~s will be 
prepared to govern ~1 wiMfims ~ca~n g  i~t i~ attack. 

Suppression ~ f i f i ~ ,  suppo~ v e h ~ s  and 
improvement, i.e., ~mpora~ fire camps, hd~po~,  
sm~ng areas and ~her  si~s used for tim suppms~on 
activities, mu~ be ou~ide the wiM~ne~, exce~ those 
th~ am the m~imum nece~ary m prote~ life, 
prope~y, publ~ w d ~ m  and wiMemess o~ectives. 

Due to the sur~ce disturbance ~v~ved  and 
adve~e impac~ on w i ~ n e ~  v~ues and ~thetics, 
fireline consgucted with m~ofized e q ~ n e ~  will be 
used as a la~ mso~. 

Within the con~r~n~ defined by this guidance, 
i n ~  ~mck suppression actions will be d~erm~ed 
by the ~ i t i~  Aaack Inc~em Command~ ~nd 
Resource Ad~so~ if a v ~ e .  

The Area Manag~ will be ~fermed imme~mdy 
of ~1 wi~fires th~ occur in or ~ a ~ n  ~e  
w~derne~. 

Operating Procedures 

Appropriate and approved suppres~on actions are 
those which: 

• ensure p ro~ t ion  of wiMerne~ msou~es, 
• pro~de for pro~cfion of human safety and 

~ru~ures~ 
• msdt  in ~e  ~ast p o s ~ e  e~dence of human 

a c f i ~ ,  
• mm~mm" e '  " surface d~mrbance and ~ r m i o n s  of 

• e nmur~ ~ndscap~ 
• are COherent with management o~ecfives and 

c o n s ~ n ~ ,  
• ~low for the ~ast p o s ~ e  acreage burned, 
• are reasonab~ and prudent for the time of yea~ 

cu~ent ~nd pre~c~d fire weather and fire 
beha~or and a v ~ f i ~  of fire msou~es and 

• minimize fire suppre~ion co~. 

DetecUon 
~re  d~ection me~ods.wig have ~e  least 

permanem impa~ on w i ~ n e ~  vMue~ such as 
M~rafl overflights. AedM delet ion flights should 
attem~ ~ mMntain ~e  FAA M~p~e  a d v i ~  of 
2,000 ~ above ground level over ~e  w i ~ s s .  

Initial Attack 
Esmb~sh ground or aefi~ r e c o n n ~ a n c e  and 

d ~ m ~ e :  

• fire Mcation, size, rat~of-spmad and behavioL 
• cu~ent and probable ~ d s ,  wemher and 

mpJgraphy, Mdu~ng any nmurM ba~i~s and 
• any threms m ~ ,  p m p ~  cr sen~five 

wilderness resound .  
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In~ial ~ c k  ai~raft and smok~umpe~ 

R~a~a~ ~anke~ 

Hel~o~e~ 

Aedal ign~ion sy~ems Area Manager 

Ground equipment 

Potable radio mpe~em Area Manager 

Tempom~ wether ~ b n s  Area Manager 

Ch~nsaws Area Manager 

Potable pumps Area Manager 

Fire engines Area Manager 

Suppo~ veh~s Area Manager 

Ea~hmo~ng eq~pme~ Area Manager 

Hel~p~ c o n ~ b n  Area Manager 

Spike camps Area Manager 

Table 12. Approval Level Needed for Use of Fire Equipment 

ii ,_ !i i! i iiill 
A~ equipment 

Incident Commander or Area Manager 

Inc~e~ Commander or Area Manager 

Inc~e~ Commander or Area Manager 

[] any threms to li~, prope~y or sen~five 
w i r e t a p s  ~sou~e~ 

Send ~e  I n ~  ~ t ack  h c ~ e m  Commander to 
• e fire. 

I n f o ~  ~e  A~a Man~er  of the fire. 
Send the R~ou~e  Adfisor to ~e  fire. 
D e ~ r ~ n e ~ o ~  ~ ~ e  ~propriate i~ t i~  

aUack ~ e .  
Take actions to co~ r~  the fire during ~i f i~  

mtac~ 
C o m ~ e ~  an escaped fi~ fi~afion anMys~ if the 

fire e sc~es  ~ifiM attack. 

Escaped Fire SRua~on Analysis 
An escaped fi~ ~mation an~y~s will be 

prepared imme~mdy ~ r  any fire ~at  escapes i n ~  
mtacE Any fi~ wi~ flame ~nphs  gremer than six 
~e t  or a pefime~r inc~a~ng ~ s ~ r  ~an 18 c h i n s  
(1,200 ~et) per hour will be cons~ered to have 

escaped inifi~ m~ck. The escaped fire ~m m ~n  
an~ysis, used to de~rm~e ~e  managemem sg~egy 
~ r  ~e  tim, will be completed by ~ e  Dimfi~ ~ m  
Managemem Office~ A~a  ManageL Incident 
Command~ and Resou~e Ad~so~ 

Motorized and 
Mechanized Equipment 

Approval 
The Area ManageL or the Incident Commander 

as noted in Table 12 above, is the minimum level of 
authority for approving the use of motorized and 
mechanized equipment in wilderness. 

Exceptions 
In sped~ or emergency cases involving the 

heath and safety of wilderness visitors or the 
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protection of w i re t aps  values, ~rcraft and m~ofized 
veeries and mecha~zed equ~ment may be used. In 
these ~mation~ the Inc~em Commander shodd order 
• e ~sou~es needed and nofi~ the appropfi~e l~e 
manag~ on the fire immediately. 

The u~ of pow~ ~ s  (e.~, ch~nsaws, pump~ 
and aircm~ used ~ b u ~ n g  and h ~ n g  firelines 
~.g., mtardant mnke~, helicopters with b u c k ~  ~ 
pr~approved ~ facititme effective inifi~ a~tack efforts 
and to mi~m~e the need to locme line manages on 
sho~ notice if: 

flame Mnghs exceed ~ ~ or 
pefimemr growth exceeds 12 chMns (800 ~et) per 
hour ~ gass ~ s  or one chMn (66 ~et) per hour 
~ ~ s M u b  Nels. 

The ~ e  ~ ~ e  ~ols ~11 ~ ~ m ~ d y  
~ p o ~ d  by the ~cide~ Command~ to the Area 
M ~  t ~  the ~ t  ~ M~ager Offic~ 

Tactical Con derafions 

Planning 
Emph~i~ the BLM minimum tcol policy. 
Ev~u~e suppm~ion t~fics during each ~an~ng 

and s~ategy ses~on to ensu~ ~m ~ey meet the 
o ~ f i v ~  ~ r  the w i ~nes s .  

~clude ~e BLM W i ~ n e ~  Re~urce Adfi~r  
and ~ h ~  affected agency ~ p m ~ a t i v ~  in ~1 
~an~ng and s~ategy sessions. 

Emphasi~ ~e need ~ W o ~  habitat ~ r  
sen~five ~ e d ~ ,  ~c~d~g  ~derally fis~d t~eatened 
~ endangered spede~ 

Al~w logs and snags to bum rather ~en be 
sawed ~ fel~d. 

A ~ s  and ~que~ e~ly ~ the ~ d e m  ~e need 
~ r  an ~ c h ~ o ~  ~ ad~tion~ wi re taps  advisors. 

Line Cons u  n and H ding 
Whenever p o ~ i ~  av id  ~e use of scra~h fines. 

Use natural ba~iers as much as pos~Ne in fir~ine 
con~rucfion. Loca~ firefines to take advantage of 
natur~ barriers, rock omcroppings, va~s, ~reamm e~. 

Firelines will be no wider than abs~utely 
necessary to slop the spread cf the fire. 

Place the firefine as dose to ~e fire as possiNe. 
Limbing of trees ~ong the t i rade  wi~ be done 

on~ as nece~ary for suppres~on efforts or for 
firefighter safe~. 

If unburned ma~fiM is ~fi ~ t ~ n  the firdin~ MI 
such mmeriM ~1I be ~ s ~ d  ~ b~e hands ~ 
~su~  ~ no ~ a r ~  ~ ~ o ~  emb~s ~m~n. 

Burning snags ~ t~es ~11 o~y be ~ d  when 
• ey may ~ I  across ~e f i~ine or endanger 
~ e ~ .  ff ~ ~ey ~H be ~owed to burn 
~ m ~ .  

Spot fires ~I1 be flagged a n ~ r  s~ned ~ m  a 
~ 

A flagged line ~ m  the fi~ to the n e a ~  r o ~  or 
t ~ t  ~H ~ ~fi ~ r  c h ~ n g  p u ~ .  ~ i s  l i~  w~ 
be ~moved by whomev~ chec~ ~e  fi~. 

~n~e  en~ne ~ ~ ~e  ~ c ~  ~ 350 
to 400 g~ons of w~e~ ~am or ~ v e  fi~ ~ t ~ a ~  
h~e  ~ ~ e ~  in fig~ ~ m ~ e ~ e  ~ 
~ ~ e  ~ e  of tNs fi~ s ~ p ~ n  ~ u ~ e  in 
b~h i~fiN ~tack and m ~  up ~I1 be considered. 

~ e s  ~ ~ N m N  in numb~ and pin ,de  
~nsNve ~Idf i~ haNt~ in the ~ N ~  ONy 
those absN~Ny ~ a ~  ~ r  line cons~u~ion will 
be cuL 

Logi  s 
Use ~e ~ng ~ne or ~mo~ hook in l~u of 

constructing new he,spas to driver and r~fieve 
gea~ Emphaske ~e  use of n~ur~ openings. 

Empha~ze the use of male pack strings to 
resupp~ fire c~ws. 

Empha~ze the use of "no ~ace" camps. 
Consid~ ~e  use cf mppell~g op~ations. 
C~ws wi~ stay on e~sting ~ I ~  whenever 

po~ible. 
Base camps are prohibited in the wilderne~. 
S~ke camps ~ the w i r i n g s  are ~scoumged; if 

po~ible, ~ace ~em om~de ~e w i ~ n e ~ .  Ev~ua~ 
the ~cation of and need for sp~e camps d ~ .  

~ s~ke camps are approved for use in 
wiM~ne~: 

• use low-impa~ "no tracC' cam~ng ~chnique~ 
s~e sdection and s~e use, 

• use existing camps~es, if av~labl~ 
• if e~sting campsites are not avaHabl~ sdect 

campsites u~ikely to be observed by ~ t o r ~  
• select impact-resi~ant si~s such as rocky or 

sandy s ~ ,  avoiding ~ s  gong sgeam~ 
• change camp loc~ion if ground veg~ation in or 

around the camp shows signs of exces~ve use, 
• do minim~ di~urbance to the land in preparing 

~eeping and cooing areas, 
• campfires are not allowed, 

43 



[] do not clear vegetation or dig ~enches for 
s~eping areas, 

[] toilet si~s should be a minimum of 200 feet from 
any water source; holes must be dug fix to eight 
inches deep, 

[] se~ct flternate ravel routes between camp and 
the fire if trail wear becomes excessive and 

[] re.ore the campfi~ area to as natur~ a condition 
as possibl~ 

Documentation 
A memorandum documeming fire suppo~ act~ns 

shill be c o m ~ e d  imme~mdy after the fi~ by the 
A~a  Manager and signed by ~e  Di~fict Manage~ 
Copes will be fi~d in ~e  Hassayampa River Canyon 
Wilderne~ file. 

As a m~imum, the memorandum shall contfin: 

~ ~e  name, numb~ and d~e of ~e  fi~, 
[] ~e  ~soume ~ea  and wiN~ne~ ~vNve& 
[] the names of the Incident Commande~ 

Wild~ne~ Resou~e Advisor and A~a  Manager, 
[] rafionNe ~ r  actions wNch may have ~ n ~ r m  

impac~ on wiN~n~s  vNue~ 
[] a de~fiption of any m~ofized vehicle used, the 

d~e it was use& specific ~ason for use and 
nature of ~e  em~gency, 

• a de~fiption of tim suppress~n actions taken in 
the wHderne~, 

[] the specific locm~n and description of He work 
done, 

[] rehabHRation action ~anned and c o m ~ e d  to 
restore ~e  work a~a to as nmur~ an appearance 
as po~i~e,  

[] the d~e a ~que~ was made for use of a 
mo~fized vehicle and approved by the A~a  
Manager, 

• ~e  d~e the State D~ecmr was in~rmed of t~e 
fi~ and mechaNzed use and 

[] any other ~gnificant information. 

Rehabilitation 
Emphas~e to ~1 fire personnel the reed to 

remove ~1 signs of human actifi~, 
Pack out ~1 garbag~ 
Fill in deep, wide ftrelines and ~enche~ 
Use w~erbars or grade dips as necessary to 

prevent erosion. 
Ensure that Mumps ~om t~es mad large brush are 

cut flush wi~ ~e ground. 
Any ~ees or large brush cut during fireline 

con~ru~ion should be sca~ered to appear n~ural. 
Re.ore hd~opter landing si~s. 
Cover or fill in Imfine si~s. 



Environmental Assessment 
Introduction 

Purpose and Need 
The Federal Land Policy and Manageme~ Act of 

1976 (PuNic Law 94-579) direc~d the BLM per 
Section 603 to identiO "roa~es~ a~as to be 
evNumed ~ r  su~aN~ff ~r  wHd~ne~ deNgnation. 
The Hassayampa Ri~er Canyon Wild~ne~ ~as so 
deNgn~ed by C o n g ~  on November 28, 1990 in 
p~sNg ~e Arizona De~a W~dern~s Act (PuN~ 
Law 101-628L The WiN~ness A~ of 1964 (Publ~ 
Law 88-577) pro~des the framework of wilderness 
managemen~ DeNgn~ed a ~ s  will be managed for 
• e p~s~vation of wilderness charac~ vNRer use 
and acceded ~onconforming) uses, utiliz~g the 
miNmum toN. BLM ManuN 8560 and 8561 pro~de 
~r  ~e dev~opment of ~Nv~uN wiMem~s 
management Nans. 

Conformance to Land Use Plans 
The pmpo~d ~fion ~nd alt~natives c o n ~  ~ 

• e Lower GiN Noah Managemem Framewo~ PNn 
(BLM, 1983) and tiers to the Phoen~ Final Resoutve 
Managemem Plan/Environmental Impaa Stawment 
(BLM, 1988b), page 15 ~eco~ of decNion Ngned in 
1989). 

Relationship to Statutes, 
Regulations and Other Plans 

The Upp~ S~noran Fb~l Wilderness 
En~nmen ta l  Impaci Sta~mem ~LM, 1987) 
presen~d a study on the ~ i N I ~ y  of plac~g the 
H a ~ a m ~  Ri~r C~yon W ~ m ~ s  Sin@ Area 
into the N~onN Wfl~rne~ P ~ o n  Sys~m. 
A I ~  H ~ m ~  Ri~r Cawon was 
recommend~ ~ unsuitab~ Congre~ ~ N ~  it ~ 
~Nern~s.  The Has~yam~ Ri~r C~yon 
W i l d ~  M ~ e m ~ t  P l~  ~ c ~  on the BLM's 
m ~ e m ~ t  of wiNern~s vNues, viN~r us~ use of 
miNmum ~N and N~wed usage, fulfilling BLM 
ManuM ~q~mmem 856~04D m N~e w i ~  
management Nans. 

Description of the 
Proposed Action and 
ARernatives 

Two management plan alternatives have been 
proposed for con~derafion in the Hassayampa River 
Canyon WHderness Management Plan. Alternative A 
was developed by the resource areas interdisciplinary 
team w~h as~stance ~om the Hassayampa River 
Canyon Wilderness Publ~ Work Group. Alternative 
B ~ the no acton (current management) N~rnafive 
~ee Tab~ 13). 

Alternative A - Proposed Action 
The proposed action is the Hassayampa River 

Canyon Draft W~derne~ Management Plan described 
in Pag V. TNs ~mrn~Ne is deNgned to perp~ume 
the e x c ~ m  quNifies of n~ur~ne~ and primitive 
re~em~n oppo~uNfies th~ the Hassayampa River 
Canyon offe~ ~e fis~o~ Planned ac~ons include 
res~icfions on group usage and Nentification and 
prote~ion of cfit~N ~soume vNues. 

Alternative B - N o  Action 
(Current Managemen~ 

Al~rnati~ B p r o ~ s  o~y ~r  ~ministrati~ 
~ t ~ .  Vegetati~ u ~ a f i o n  wo~d not be ~ud~d 
~ ~cessary p ~ c t i ~  m e n u . s  i m ~ e m ~ d .  No 
pm~f i~  m ~ e m e m  d ~ d  m ~udy ~ p m ~  
~r  ~ t o r  use will be im~emen~& T ~  ~fions are 
more m~five ~ natu~ and adhere m law and BLM 
polio. 

Af  ed Environment 
See Part L General Management Situation. 
The Hossayampa River Canyon Wi~erness, on 

the southern flank of the Weaver Mountains, c o n ~ s  
of the deep fiver gorge with numerous ~de canyons 
and washes and rugged, ~gh~ dissected mount~ns. 
Veg~ation is Sonoran des~rtscru~ ~ d o r  chaparr~ 
and Sonoran riparian dec~uous woo~an& 
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Table 13. Comparison of Alternatives 
I !  . . . . . . . . .  

OBJEC~VE 1: Naturalness 

1. Upland ~mge N~ to exceed 50 pe~e~ No mon~odng of u ~ a t ~ n  
~ n  

2. Riparian cond~on All in proper function~g cond~on by 
2005 

No a ~ n s  to imp~ve 
~n~on~g cond~on 

Reg~ate riparian use by I~e~ock 3. NeW fa~l~es, fences 
and wells 

No new dev~opmen~ 

4. Fi~ suppress~n Full suppres~on of fire; no Same as under A~emat~e A 
prescribed burn 

5. Land acqu~on P m ~ s  wi~emess values from Inho~g  remains state land; 
and/or access deve~pme~ of st~e ~nd the BLM would perm~ adequate 

access, ff reque~ed 

6. Rrewood use Down-and~ead use only Same as under Alternative A 

7. Revegetat~n Al~ws for ~veg~at~n of former Same as under A ~ e m ~ e  A 
vehi~e routes 

8. Facil~y m~enance Allows for m~enance of ~nge 
deve~pme~s using minimum tool 

Same as under A ~ e m ~ e  A 

~ 9. Wi~life inventory Allows for assessment of populations Same as under Alternative A 
by flights 

i i  i 

10. Vegetat~n Al~ws for assessment of impacts on No assessment 
mon~odng vegetation 

i i  

OBJECTIVE 2: Recrea~on Oppo~un~ies 

1. Trail inventory Inventories exis~ng trai~; documents No trail data compiled 
cond~on 

i 

2. M~ntain e~sting Al~ws for periodic minor No trail m~ntenance 
trails maintenance 

3. Camps~e inventory Inventories e~sting camps~e No campsite data compi~d 
cond~on 

4. Commercial permits V ~ o r  numbers lim~ed No ~sitor ~mffafion 

5. Noncommercial Regulates large groups Large groups unregulated 
recreat~n 

6. Public educa~on The BLM will produce a wi~erness No brochure produced; no trail 
brochure av~lab~ at public reque~ reg~ters ~ s t ~ d  

7. V ~ o r  use Al~ws for assessment of recreat~n No assessment 
mon~odng impacts 
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Fo~ sperm ~ s  ~ i ~  spe~es are known to 
~ the ~ a  ~ d  ~ o  o ~  m ~  ~ r  t ~ .  B~ 
g ~ e  ~ec~s ~c~de m~e d~L ~ moum~n 
1Mn ~ d  Mack b e ~  

~ e  ~ ~  ~ r  Canyon WH~m~s ~ a  
~ n~ h a r m  ~r  ~ y  ~ t ~ ~  ~ d ~ g ~ d  or 
proposed specks of #am or ~ in~ud~g the 
~ ~  ~ltow flycmch~ ~ n ~  tmd~ 
~ .  

Portions of Mx g r~ng  ~ ~  are ~ n  ~e 
~ e m ~ s  ~ d ~ .  An ~ o ~ t  managemem 
~an efists ~ one ~ ~ s e .  

O ~ n g  o p p o ~ u n ~  efi~ ~ sMffude and 
~ t i v e  ~ c ~  ~mughom inch  of ~e 
wHdeme~ due to ragged ~ o g ~ .  ~ s  pro~de 
~ c e ~  ~ ~ m ~  ~ews ~ pristine S o n o ~  D ~ t  
c a n ~ .  

This wHdem~s ~ ~ o  p ~ d s  ~ s~e  Mnd 
~ n g s  ~ g  4 ~  ~m~ w~ch Mso possess 
~g~ficam wilderness vMuem 

Environmental Impacts 
The resources considered and found to be 

unaffected by the proposed action and ~rnafives are: 

• prime and ufique farmland~ 
• floodpl~ns, 
• c~mml resources, 
• Mr quMiV, 
• Native American reli#ous ~sues and traditionaI 

USCS, 

• haz~dous wast~ 
• threatened and endange~d spe~es and 
• ~eas of crificM en~ronmental concern. 

Wild and scenic fiver designation ~ cu~ently 
being con~dered for the Ha~ayarnpa Rive~ h h~s 
been recommended as nonsu~able by the BLM (BLM, 
1994). 

Al ternat ive  A - Proposed Act ion 

Impacts to Wi~life 
Pomnfi~ ~mage m h~h~ due m fiv~mck ~ d  

m c r e ~ N  ~ e  wi~ ~ monitored ~ d  ~ e ~  
~fions pursued ~ ~cessa~. Restorati~ of native 
fish spedes ~ r o u ~  rein~od~fi~ wo~d take N~e 
where ~aNNe. Good ecNoNcN con~fion will be 
mNntNned ~ imping& 

Impacts to Riparian HabRat 
Rip~ian ~nctioning con~tion will improv~ 

Live~ock wi~ be W o ~ d  from the Ha~ayampa 
River Canyon during the ~owing seasom M~w~g the 
vegetation ~ ~cove~ 

Impacts to Soil and Water 
Rec~ation~ acti~fi~ wo~d have a sfig~ 

negative impact ~ cea~n use ~e~ ,  w~ch wo~d 
~ceNe ~e ~cus of activities. A~as ~ong traH~ 
~pecially camping spots, wou~ ~c~ve some 
~ a m ~ g  and veg~ation loss. ~nce these a c t i v ~  
wo~d be ~mo~ tot~ly confined to ~e ~ails, ~e 
~mfind~ of the w~derness shou~ ~m~n pristine. 

Water sources will ~cdve slight negative impact 
~ quality due m human vifitafion. 

Improveme~ ~f riparian vegoation will decm~e 
soil loss. 

Impacts to Vegetation 
Veg~ation commu~ti~ w~ benefit as ~rage and 

trow~ u ~ a t i o n  lim~s ~Iow ~r  m~n~nance of a 
heathy ecosys~m. Full s u p p ~ n  of wildfire, ff 
de~c~d and exting~shed p~mptl~ wilt ~ o ~ a g e  
degradation of the Sono~n d ~ e ~ r u k  Live 
m ~ q ~ ,  ~onwood and p~overde ~ees will be 
p ~ c ~ d  ~ w i ~ n e ~  f i ~  confine fi~wood 
u~ge to dead-an&down ~ds .  Riparian veg~ation 
will i n c ~ e  ~ ma~ and ~versi~. 

Adve~e ~fidu~ effec~ of ~a~ ~hoM~g 
deve~pment wi~ be avowed upon i~ acquififiom 
M~orized acce~ wo~d n~ be necessa~ ~ u g h  
senfitive desert veg~ation. Dese~ veg~ation ~ thin 
pa~d as well as those a ~ n g  p a ~ s  wou~ not be 
affecmd by devdopmen~ 

S~ce m~eation~ impacts will be mcnRored 
dosd~  negative human impac~ from cam~ng and 
~ n g  will be de~c~& High use ~eas exhi~ting 
decfine in con~tion can be mpfi~d ff a~ended to 
promptly. 

Impacts to Range Management 
R ~  ~ veg~ation m o ~ r i n g  cou~ lead ~ the 

reduction of catt~ a~mM use momhs or at lea~ 
pmvem the ~ c ~ e  of presto numb~s. 

Im~ementing a m~menance ~hedu~ ~ r  ~nge 
devdopme~s wilt allow continued routine 
m~enance ,  wMch in t~n wi~ suppo~ effident 
livestock management. Im~em~fing a rip~i~n m~ 
~an cord change the management practic~ of the 
M~tmenm. 



Impacts to Mining 
Claiman~ will not be able to use mechan~ed or 

m~or~ed equipmem in their operations until a mi~ng 
~an is approved. Shodd a v ~ i ~  examination find 
any clam to be v ~ ,  an approved ~an of op~m~ns 
wcu~ stipulate u ~  cf m~crize~mec~a~zed 
eq~pme~.  

impacts to Recreation 
More efficient management would be bo~ ~e  

imme~me and ~ng-term effec~ of the action 
proposed under Al~rnative A. The invemory of 
existing ~Ni~ public education effoas and p r o v i n g  a 
brochure to w~derne~ viNm~ will help to mNmNn 
or enhance ~e  wHderne~ vNues. 

impacts to Wilderness Values 
The procedures proposed for sped~ recreation 

permi~ and group ~ze limits would help mMntain the 
Mvds of sMitude by regdating ~e  effec~ of 
commerciM services and large group sizes on 
oppo~unifies for sMimde. Mo~toring would M1ow 
fim~y responses to circum~ances th~ am 
incompatiMe with the desired sociM sett~g. 

Acq~sition of a 440-acre ~ e  inhol~ng will 
preserve the wilderness vMues as a contiguous uniL 
assuring thin this pared will not be developed. 

Proposed developments (see Table 4) and 
implementation of the range devdopment mMntenance 
schedule (see Table 5) will have negative, Mbeit 
~mporary, impac~ to the wilderne~ experience. 
Using a tractor to bring in mmeriMs to repa~ the 
Cooper Fence gme would leave up to .75 miles of 
~acks in the river bed. The next area rainstorm 
would remove the ~mporary vehicle ~acks. Some 
minimM vegetative ~smrbance will occur on eider  
Mde of the river as a result of these repairs. The 
noise impac~ of the operation wo~d last no longer 
than the severM hours it would rake to repMr the gme. 
A helicopter, if needed, will d~iver supplies for one 
proposed fence. N~se impac~ from this operation 
w o r d  be ~mi~d to le~ ~an on~hMf day. 

Using a four-wheePdrive ~uck to haul ma~fiMs 
to repMr the windmill would leave up to 0.5 miles of 
• ~acks in the wash from the wi~erne~ boundary to 
the windmi~ The next area rainstorm would remove 
the ~mporary vehicle tracks. The n~se impac~ of 
the vehicle would last no longer ~an ~e  drifing time 
to the site. 

The impac~ of the n~se of ch~nsaws used 
during m~or fence ~p ~r  would be in~rmittem, 
~mporary and last no longer than the several hou~ it 
wo~d ~ke to com~e~ ~nce rep~r. These r e p ~  
are not expec~d to occur more than once every five 
years for each of the six project fences. 

The impa~s of noise on o p p o ~ u n ~ s  for s~i~de  
will be minim~ed through sched~ing vehicle and 
equ~ment use for weekdays when vifitor use is 
expec~d to be lowe~ 

Cumulative Impacts 
Long-~rm impa~s of ~an imp~mentation should 

be pofitive for wi~erne~ values of sol~ude and 
nmur~ne~. The area will continue to pro~de an 
oasis of beauty and pristine visas as ~e  BLM closely 
m o n i ~  fifitation and v e g ~ i v e  impac~ of thin 
visitation in addition to ~e  ~ w e d  ~sou~e  uses. 
A~as of deg~dation, ~ d u ~ n g  t~e Hassayampa River 
Canyon, shou~ heN. Areas of continued use will be 
closed if necessary to ~low the he~ing process to 
ev~v~ 

Econom~ impac~ of t~s wi~erness plan to the 
loc~ c o m m u ~  are expec~d to be minim~. There 
will be o p p o ~ u ~  for o u t f i t ~  to profit ~om 
wilderness g u ~ g .  

Soci~ impac~ to ~e  commun~y will be minim~, 
as ~e  nearest town is 16 road miles away. 

Mitigation Measures 
The fol~wing m e n u , s  will be im~emen~d to 

lessen impaos of c e ~ n  ~lowed, but ~compatiN~ 
uses within ~e  wi~erne~. 

1. Authorized mMn~nance to range devdopmen~ 
will be conducted during low use times, i.e., during 
the week, rmher than on weekends. 
2. RemovM of livestock if forage and browse 
overuse are determined to be a direct resuh of these 
animMs. 
3. Obli~ration of new ~Mls and campfire rings and 
removM of Wash. 
4. Campfire re~rictions will be implemen~d if 
vegetation overudhzafion becomes a problem. 
5. A permit sys~m will be implemen~d if visitor 
use exceeds estabfished standards. 
6. At the conduMon of mining done under a valid 
plan of operation~ disturbed areas will be restored to 
as d c s d y  a naturM Hate as possible. 
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Residual Impacts 
~frequentl~ a~craft and ground v e ~ d ~  perform 

au~ofized work ~ ~e wilderne~, ~srupfing ~e 
sofitude of the wildern~s f i ~  

ARernative B -- No Action 
(Cu~ent Management) 

Impacts to Wildl~e 
Potenti~ habhat degradation may go undete~ed 

and un~s~ve~ ~s~ting in negative i m p a ~  

Impacts to Riparian Ha~tat 
Con~tion m ~  ~maln s t~c ~ take Mng~ ~ 

i m ~ o ~  d ~  m pote~al impac*s ~ fi~stock ~ i ~ .  

Impacts to Soil and Water 
There wiH be no vegetative or recreational 

monitoring programs to evaluate soil condition in 
potential heavy use areas. Negative impacts could 
begin and progress unimpeded. 

Water quality could degrade if no action ~ taken 
in response to down,end in the annu~ studies. 

There will be no riparian pa~ure plan to improve 
vegetation condition and thus reduce soil ero~om 

Impacts to Vegetation 
Veg~ation communities woMd n~ be m o ~ m d  

wi~ the frequency and detail needed to de~rm~e ff 
heM~y ec~o~c~ cond~o~ ~e b~ng m~ntained. 
Pomnfi~ overuse may ~ad ~ d~efioration of 
veg~ation commu~fi~. Full ~pp~s~on cf wiMfim 
will ~ o ~ a g e  de~adation of the Sonomn 
de~rts~ub if f~es are detected ~nd extinguished 
promptly. RecmationM use of ~ve m ~ q ~ ,  
i~nwood or pMov~de wou~ des~oy portions of the 
hab~m. 

Adve~e m~dual effects of state i n h ~ n g  
deve~pment will have a ~mct negative effect on 
su~oun~ng wilderness tand~ Wilderne~ vMues 
cord  be compromised ff veg~ation commu~ti~ 
~ffer from overuse and degadation caused by 
~cm~ed usage on the adjace~ p~cel. Amhori~d 
m~ofized ~cess word  be necess~y ~rough 
sen~tive desert veg~ation. 

Any negative human impacts ~om camping and 
~ n g  word  be undetec~d by BLM pe~onnd u ~ s  
reposed by ~e public. High use ~eas e x ~ t i n g  
ded~e ~ cond~on wo~d de~fi~a~ ~om ~ c ~ e d  
unregulated visiter ~e. 

Impacts to Range Management 
The ~sus Canyon, JV B~ and Coop~ allotmen~ 

wo~d be ~ndemd by not permitting the occa~onal 
~ e  cf m~ofi~d ~ mechani~d equ~mem when ~e 
w i r i n g s .  Replacemem of ~e Coop~ Fence ga~ 
wi~out ~e use of a g~mr  ~ ~ h ~  mOofized means 
wo~d be cumbersome and fim~co~uming. 
Simil~l~ the m ~ e m e n t  of ~ n ~  po~s whho~ ~e 
use cf chainsaws wou~ be f im~consum~ ~nall~ 
tran~o~ng ~ e m e m  mmefi~s ~.g., met~ mnk~ 
~ r  the ATOS windm~ by nonmomfi~d means 
wouM be extremdy ~fficdL 

Impacts to Mining 
Same as under the proposed action. 

Impacts to Recrea~on 
The unmonitored ~ d  u~ommH~ u~  ~ ~e a~a 

wo~d deg~t from ~ l ~ m ~ s  ~c~ation 
oppo~u~ti~. Trails word  n ~ e r  be m~ped n ~  
m ~ m ~ d  ~ d  ~ m ~  ~ r m a t i o n  ~out  ~e area 
wo~d n~ be made ~ ~ ~e public. 

Impacts to Wilderness Values 
Wilderness values wo~d likely de~fi~ate under 

Al~mative B. Unauthofi~d ~ of the wildem~s 
word n~ be well con~olled and wo~d eve~ual~ 
de~a~ from the values of s ~ u d e  and w~deme~ 
character. 

F ~ r e  to a c q ~  the 4 4 ~  st~e ~ho~ing 
wifl allow ~e po~ntiM ~r  development. Such 
dev~opment wodd m~  the ~rmun~ng ~e~c  
w~dem~s value, adve~dy affecting s ~ u d e  ~ 
those areas of the w i ~ n e ~  adj~ent to state ~nds. 
The BLM may ~e ~ q ~ d  ~ pin,de ~gal ~ e ~  ~ 
• e ~holding w~ch co~d ~s~ t  ~ a degradation of 
w~dem~s ch~a~efistic~ 

Conducting m~n~nance and inspection of range 
deve~pmen~ on ~ ~ h ~ b ~ k  wou~ n~ ~sult ~ 
s ~ f i c a ~  adverse impacts ~ w i ~ n e s s  values of 
solitude and nmuralnes~ 

Cumulate Impa~s 
W ~  vales ~ nmu~n~s  ~ d  s ~ t ~  

wouM ~ y  d ~ e ~ a ~ ,  ~ c ~  ~ven ~e lon~ 
~ ~ ~  of ~ c ~ e d  ~ t o r  use. ~ e  BLM 
woMd not be mortaring such use or ~ l i ~  
p~n~ of e ~ .  

U n ~ g ~ e d  w i r i n g s  ~ e  by ~ e  numb~s of 
~ ~ ~ g ~  ~ g ~  ~ d  s ~ s  ~ ~e morn 
~ ~  



The p r im ly  Hve~ock operates in ~e  wHdem~s 
wou~ ~f fe r  economicM~ due ~ Me~c~nc~s  
c~med by limi~d means of ~cess  to vital range 
devdopmemm 

Po~ntiM econom~ bene~s to o u ~ t ~  would 
not be reM~ed as no comme~iM permffs wou~ be 
i s l e d  mr ~ e  w i r i n g s .  

Mitigation Measures 
The fol~wing m e n u . s  w~l be im~ememed ~ 

~ e n  i m p ~  of ~ n  ~ w e ~  b ~  ~ m p a t i ~ e ,  
u~s  w ~ n  ~ e  ~ s s .  

1. Authorized mMn~nance to range dev~opmen~ 
will be conducted during low use dmes, i.e., during 
the week, rather than on weekends. 

2. At the conclusion of mining done under a vMid 
plan of operation~ disturbed areas will be restored to 
as closely a naturM state as possible. 

Residual Impacts 
~frequ~tly,  ~ r a ~  and wound veh~les per~rm 

~ e d  w ~k  in ~e  w ~ d ~ ,  ~ g u ~ g  ~e  
~ d e  of ~e  wildem~s ~ s i ~  

ConsuRation and 
Coordination 

See Part VIII of this plan. 



Finding of No Significant Impact/Decision Record 

Hassayampa River Canyon W~derness Management Plan 

Environmental Assessment AZ-024-95-003 
Case File AZA 25479 

De~fion: R is my decision to approve me Ha~ayampa River Canyon Wilderness Management Plan. TI~ 
plan e~aNishes management ~re~ion for the Hassayampa River Canyon Wilderness for at lea~ 10 years. 

Finding of No Significant Impa~: Based on the an~yMs of p o ~ n ~  envffonment~ impac~ cont~ned in 
the mmched environmental assessmem, I have de~rm~ed that impacts are not expe~ed to be significanL An 
en~ronment~ impa~ ~a~mem is not ~q~re& 

Rationale for Dedfion: The plan prov~es for ~e continued mfin~nance of wiiderness v~ues and dose~ 
mon~o~ recre~ion~ use of the Ha~ayampa River Canyon Wi~erness. Routine mon~ofing and yearly 
ev~uations prov~e for modifications to the plan shou~ a change in con~tions occug 

Other Alternatives Confidered: The proposed action and the no action ~rnat ive  were cons~ereC 

Mitigation/Stipulations: Mitigative measures am incorpor~ed in the proposed ac~on. 

Recommended by: ~ ~ ~ c e  A~a ~ ~ d  ~ ' ~Da~ ? f ff ~ 

Recommended by: 

Approved by: 
Date 
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