


In Rep~ Refer tE 

United States Department of the Interior 

B U R E A U  OF L A N D  MANAGEMENT 
K~gman NeN Office 
2475 B ~ y  Avenue 

~ngmam Arizo~ 8~01 

610  25) 

February 4, 1997 

Dear Reade~ 

The a~ached Nn~ng ~ No S~n~ca~ Impact/Dec~ion Reco~ im~emems ~e Aubrey Peak Wi~ness 
Managemem P~n. The approved ~an ~ wh~ was proposed in ~e draft p~n with ~e minor 
modif~m~ns as n~ed b~ow. A ~n~ ~11 n~ be sere ouL EXCEPT ON REQUES~ as the draft covem 
ail plan e ~ m e ~  

The p~n will enab~ the Bu~au ~ Land Manageme~ (BLM) to improve ~s manageme~ ~ the ~an~ng 
a~a. The en~mnme~ assessme~ an~yzed the impac~ expected from implementing the p~n. 
Based on tNs ana~s~, the ~nding ~ No S~nff~a~ Impact dm~mined th~ an en~mnme~ impam 
~ e m e ~  was n~ needed. The Deccan Reco~ docume~s ~e BLM's fin~ d e c ~  

The draft Aubrey Peak WiMemess Manageme~ ~an was released ~r punic review and comme~ on 
Ju~ 16, 1996. Commems on the draw ~an resumed in the ~l~wing changes ~hanges are in boM 
~er in~. 

. The C a ~ n  under ~gum 1 on page 6 was changed to mad: Water stomge ~nks associa~d 
with Aubrey Peak Potho~ 1 

. E~S~NG DEVELOPMENTS, page 6, paragraph & now ~ads: Aubrey Peak Ca~hment 1 and 
Aubrey Peak P o ~ o ~  2 -- Th~ c o n s ~  ~ a circular s ~  20,000-gallon s~rage ~nk (Aubrey 
Peak Catchment 1), a ~ 150-gallon cylindrical fiberglass ~nk ~ubrey Peak Po~o~ ~ and two 
g ~ u n ~ v e l  fiberglass tmugh& Aft are pa~ted w#h two or mom colors which ~ i ~  ~e native 
rocL Water collected by a check dam ~ gra~- f ed  by p~e ~ ~e ao~ge ~nks. ~ e  m n ~  are 
endosed ~v a four-raiLpipe fence ~ exclude can~ and bu~o~ U~e ~ e d  a~a ~ about one-ten~ of . . . . . .  
an ac~; ~ e  facili~ ~ ~ good conditio~ bm ~e  s~rage m ~  ~ ~ed  a new l~er and roof ~ ~e  
near furore. 

. Page 7. TaNe 1. 
Nrst Row: Aubrey Peak Catchment 1 and Aubrey Peak Pothole 2 
Second Row: Aubrey Peak Po~o~ 1 
TNrd Row: Aubrey Peak Rock Dam (No. 3 was removed) and the ~cation was changed to 
s e ~ n  14. 

. Page 15 -- Add Eag~ Po~t  Ca~hment~  the ii~ in the upper le~ corner ~ the page, i.e . . . .  
Rawh~e Mou~ns, A ~ ] ~  Moum~ns, Mohave Mou~a~s . . . .  
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. Page 28. Impa~s Resu~ng f~m Im#emem~n ~ ~e No A@on A~m~ve. W i ~ .  R ~ s .  
The f i~  se~ence now ~ads: Th~ alternative would ~ negat~e impacts on wild/fie as 
described ~ ~e Wildlife Ope~tions and M a ~ n c e  Plan ~r  flight ope~tion& 

ff you no bnger have a draft Aub~y Peak Wi~erness Manageme~ P ~ E n ~ n m e ~  Assessme~ or 
would like a copy w~h the minor editorial changes ~ a d y  made p~ase conta~ Don McClu~, P~nNng 
and En~nmemal Speci~ist ~ ~2~ 75~3161 or 2475 Beverly, ~ngman A~ 86401. 

The Dec~bn Reco~ ~ subiect ~ appe~ ~ acco~ance ~th p~cedu~s co~ned ~ 43 Code ~ 
F~eml Regu~b~, Pa~ 4. Imp~m~tation ~ th~ #an will begin 30 days after the d~e ~ this le~er. 

A s p ~ l  ~an~ to ~1 who p a ~ e  in this p~nnNg p~ce~; your comdb~bn ~ g ~  appr~ed .  

S~ce~, 

~ d  Manager 

1 Enc~sure 
1 - ~n~ng ~ No ~gnff~a~ Impac~ De~on Reco~ 
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Finding of No Sign~icant lmpac~Dec~ion Record 
Aubrey Peak Wilderness Management Plan 
En~ronmental Assessment AZ-025-96-052 

Dee~ion: R ~ my d e ~ o n  to approve the Aubrey Peak Wilderness Management Plan. The 
plan establ~hes management direction for the Aubrey Peak Wilderness for a 10-year period. 

Finding of No Significant Impac~ Based on the anflyfis of potenfifl env~onmental impacts 
in the aRached env~onme~fl asse~ment, I have determined that impac~ are not expected ~ 
be significant; therefore, an env~onmentfl impact s~tement is a ~  requkeC 

Rationfle ~ r  D e c ~ m  The ~an provides ~ r  cont~ued maintenance of w~demess vflues 
and establishes rehabilitation of e~sting dis~rbances through naturfl succe~n .  The ~an 
also profides for the mfintenance of exi~ing water fac~fies ~ r  the benefit of the dese~ 
~ghom sheep pop~ation. Recreation~ opportu~ties are recognized and guidelines 
esmbfi~ed ~ ensure th~ wi~erness v~ues are maint~ned. The ~an will be evfluated 
annually, w~ch co~d resuk in minor mo~fications of on - th~ound  actions ~ the o~ectives 
of the p~n are n~  berg  meL 

During a 45-day pubic review period, three comments regarding the draft Aubrey Peak 
Wilderness Management Plan were received. These leRers resulted in minor modifications to 
the text of the plan and env~onment~ assessment to clarify several point. 

Alternatives Considered: The proposed action and the no action alternative were considered. 

Mitigation/Stipulations: All mitigation measures are incorporated in the proposed action. 

Recommended by: 
Date 

Approved by: 
~-~.-~3 

Date 
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Summaw 
The Nan describes the fo l~w~g actions ~ r  the 

Aub~y Peak w~demess. 

• Condu~ routine m~n~nance and ~ s p e ~ n  of 
wme~ and fencelines u~ng nonmotorized means. 

• Po~ the wilderness boundary m appro~m~dy 
o n ~ h ~ m i ~  interv~s. 

• Constru~ p h y s ~  barr~rs as needed whe~ 
~gn~g is ineffectiv~ 

• Conduct monthly patrols on the wi~erne~ 
p e r i m e ~  

• Conduct census flights for wild bu~os every ~ree 
years. 

• Allow for capture flights for wild bu~os every 
• ree yea~. 

• Allow for inventory flights for peregrine falcon 
habita~ 

• Condu~ ~ g ~ s  to m ~ n ~ n  w ~  developme~s 
~ W ~ m e ~  two d ~ s  per yea~ 

• Condu~ w i ~ l ~  census f i ~  d ~ s  per yea~ 
• Conduct emergency wa~r h a ~ n g  two days per 

• Condu~ inventory and mon~ofing of pe~gfine 
~ c o n  and dese~ ~ghom sheep and m o ~ r  
desert ~ g h ~ n  sheep mommy ~ r  five ye~s  
~ ~ .  

• Augmem ~e  e ~ n g  dese~ ~ghorn sheep 
p ~  ~ and around the wi~erness so that 
• e~  is a ~ r iv~g  ~ p d ~ o n  and conduct 
associated ~lemeuy ~ g ~ s .  

• P ~ p ~  a ~ m r  u ~  g ~ .  
• Dev~op a ~ o s ~  
• C ~ c t  b ~ d ~ e  veg~mion data and set ~ a 

mortar ing ~ c ~  in ~ 12 ~ ,  ~ 15 W., ~c .  
~ .  



I - -  I n t r o d u c t i o n  

Purpose and Background 
The purpose of this ~an is to pro~de g~dance to 

~sMve spe~fic issues in the Aub~y Peak Wild~ness 
for the ne~ 10 years. It will sup~emem other 
gu~ance ~ c ~ n g  Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) manuM~ the Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR) and other ~derM and ~me laws. This ~an 
will supe~ede g~dance found ~ the Wildlife 
Operation and MMn~nance Plan and the Range 
Improyemem and MMn~nance Ham 

The Wi~emess Act of 1964 1Md the foundation 
for the NationM Wilderness P~servation Sy~em. On 
November 2~ 199~ Pubfic Law 101-628, the Arizona 
Dese~ Wilderness AcL de~gna~d Aub~y Peak and 
38 areas ~ Arizona as wi~erness and added them to 
the sy~em. 

Wilderness Overview 

Location/Access/Boundaries 
The Aubrey Peak Wilderness ~ in south-cen~al 

Mohave County, about 24 air miles east of Lake 
Havasu City, Arizona in towns~ps 12 and 13 North 
and ranges 14 and 15 WesL GiM and SMt River 
Meridian (see Figure I). The area gets its name from 
explorer Franco~ X. Aubre~ who ~d two expeditions 
into the region during the 1850s. 

The approfimately 15,000-acre w~derness ~ 
entirely ~ public Mndowne~hip. LegM public access 
to the w~derness ~ primarily from Alamo Road, 
w~ch Of#hates from the noah m Yucc~ Axizona off 
In~rstme 4~ Alamo Road can Mso be reached by 
~aveling east on one of several roads off Sm~ 
Highway 93, incMding Chicken Springs Road m 
Wi~eu~ SignM Road or 17-M~e Road, until they 
intersect Alamo Road. These road~ usually passable 
by two-whe~-drive vehicles, can become impassable 
after m~or storm events. 

From Alamo Road, the entire perim~er of the 
wilderness can be driven u~ng fouvwheel-dfive trails. 
Some of these trai~ Mso serve as service roads for 
transmi~ion fines or gas p~dines thin paraHd the 
wilderness boundar~ W~h the exception of one mile 
of the wi~erness boundary in the northwest comer of 
the unit, all of these jeep ~Mts are on publ~ lands 
and provide MgM public acce~. 

The wes~rn boundary of the w~demess ~ 
defined as the edge of El Paso NaturM Gas ~peline 
Right-of-Way AZ-PHX-086056. In the no~hwe~ 
corn~ of the u~L the boundary follows a proper~ 
line b~ween public and private Mndm The nor~ern 
boundary follows an e~sfing jeep road, w~h the 
boundary s~ back 30 ~ somh of the edge of the 
~ad. The somheamem boundary follows a 
comMnation of jeep roads and a powed~e 
right-o~way, wi~ the w~demess boundary either at 
• e edge of the right-of-way or 30 ~et off ~e  edge of 
• e roaC 

Wilderness Values and Unique 
Attributes 

Due ~ hs rem~enes~ this wilderness offe~ 
fi~m~ a ~gh degree of solitud~ The nmurM qu i t  
of the area is octagonally broken by pas~ng mifitary 
M~rafi, as this ~ within a mifitary ~M~ng co,idoL 

The appearance of t~s u~t ~ very n~ural; 
e~dence of human impacts is unnoticeable, with ~w 
exception~ inch ing  phyMcM improvements used to 
facilitate management of wildfi~ and five~ocE Five 
miles of congressionally dosed m~or vehicle rou~s 
~ three separate segmen~ Mso exist wit~n the u~L 
some of w~ch are in an advanced stme of nmural 
~veg~ation whim othe~ are not q ~  so far Mon~ 

General Manageme  

The following describe components of the 
wilderness. The ~formation provided reflec~ existing 
management ~recfion and may be changed through 
implementation of this plan. 

Veg  ion 
The area is c~ssified as the Lower Sonoran Life 

Zone and exhibi~ characteristics of both the Sonoran 
and M~a'¢e dese~s (Low~ 1964). Veg~afion 
c o n ~ s  primarily of a mix of p~overde and saguaro 
with scm~red Joshua trees. The area can be divided 
into u~ands, h~ls and washes (see Appendix A). 
Upland areas are those that generally have ~opes of 
Mss than 15 percent but are not a fiver or wash area 
These type~ comprised of mostly c~careous soil~ 
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make up about 25 percent of the are~ The primary 
tree/shrub spe~es are p~overde, wh~e bfiu~bus~ 
w ~  bursage and creosote. The primary grass 
spe~es -- fluffgrass and ~g g~l~a - are scarc~ 
Cacti which bloom in the spring and early summer 
include saguaro and hedgehog. 

The hills are either of gra~6c (48 percent) or 
volcanic orig~ (25 percent) and general~ have slopes 
greater than I5 percent. The primary tre~shrub 
species are p~overd~ whim britflebush and creoso~. 
Grass is limi~d to sparse dumps of hig galleta and 
needlegras~ 

Cen~nniaI Wash goes through the eastern potion 
of the unit and ~ recognized by the presence of a 
dese~scrub riparian c o m m u ~  w~ch ~ u d e s  dese~ 
willow and ca~law acacia. Other minor washes 
dissect the upland areas in numerous l oc~ns .  
Washes account for approximme~ one percent of the 
wilderness. 

There are no vegetation monitoring ~ s  in the 
wilderness. The closest ~te is about 100 yards noah 
of the noahern boundary in T. 13 N., R. 15 W., see. 
34. S~ up for colbcting ufil~ation dm~ the si~ was 
read once in 1992 and the utifization on big gatleta 
(key spe~es) was 32 percent. 

Wildlife 
Desert bighorn sheep occupy more than 13,700 

acres of crud~ habitat in the wilderness. Much of 
this area is con~dered ~m~ng ~ounds for ~ghorn 
sheep. Bighorn are not sol~y m~fic~d to the Aubrey 
Peak area but utilize t~s wilderness as part of an 
archipelago of dese~ mount~ns thin profide habitm to 
this bighorn population. These small mount~n 
ranges, among which sheep move fre~y, occur in 
southern Mohave and no~hern La Paz counties. An 
important no~h-south wildlife movement corridor is 
C e n t e n ~  Wash. An impo~ant easvwe~ co~idor ~ 
between the wilderness and the Cas~neda Hills. In 
dese~ sys~m~ wildlife will use any wash or saddle 
as a movement corridoq but b~horn ffpic~ly choose 
ridges and s~ep terrain. Unh~dered movement into 
and out of wilderness ~ essenfi~ to long-~rm (gremer 
than 100 year~ m~n~nance of bighorn sheep in this 
are~ 

Since the early 1980s, the Arizona Game and 
Fish Depa~ment and the BLM have worked to 
rees~bt~h desert bighorn sheep into the~ h~tofic 
range in this are~ Several sheep re~ases and 
wmerhole developments have occu~ed ~ the Aubrey 
Peak Wilderness and a~acent mounm~ ranges. The 

Arizona Game and Fish Department cu~em~ ~acks 
seven c~hmd ~ghorn sheep ~a telem~ry r ig , s .  
P ~ m  popdations of ~ghorn sheep are esfimmed to 
be much ~wer than the hi~ofic~ popdation. 

Other spedes of special ~ m ~  for t~s ~an are 
pe~grine falcon, male dee~ dese~ ~ o i s e  and 
javelina. There are no known nesting ~ms ~r  
peregrine ~ the w i ~ n e ~ .  

O~er wildli~ specks of general i n m ~  to the 
wi~emess ~ t o r  include Gila mon~e~ rosy boa and 
Et fox. These spec~s have been found in the ~ c ~ y  
of the wi~emess but are not considered to be issues 
for the purposes of this ~am 

Species of Special Concern 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser~ce has identified 

peregrine falcon, spotted bat, California ~a~nosed 
bat, gremer we~ern mastiff bat, Yavap~ Ar~ona 
pocket mouse, Hu~ap~ southern pocket gopheL 
lowland ~opard ~o~ Arizona toad, c h u c k w ~  and 
loggerhead shrike as sped~ status spedes po~ibly 
occu~ing in the phnning are~ Although this 
wilderness is within thor broad diafibution rang~ 
exis~nce of these spedes has not been determined. 

Sonoran Dese~ tortoise have been documen~d 
within the witdernes~ The habitat area is ~as~fied as 
C~egory ~ the lowest priority h a b ~  for to~oise. 
Clas~fication of this area was based on low to~o~e 
population den~fies and ~mi~d habitat. To~o~e in 
this area are found ~ di~unct habitat area~ but can 
be locally common w~hin these stoat areas. Such an 
area may only represent 50 acres of a hi~sid~ 
To~o~e populations are widdy scattered because 
suitab~ habitat ~ fimi~d and patchy. 

Livestock Management 
Portions of the Artillery Range Ba~man Springs 

and Hanet Ranch ~lotmen~ are within the wi~erness 
(see Figure 1). Cu~entty, o~y the Artillery Range 
Allotmem ~ operating under an allotment 
management p~n, a document wh~h hdps g~de 
livestock managemen~ 

Aaffi~y Range is a p~en~affephem~ gra~ng 
allotment thin suppo~s a yearlong cow/calf operation. 
Approximmdy 2~92 acres of the allotment ~e w~hin 
the Aubrey Peak Wi~erness. The gm~ng is 
admi~ste~d by the BLM Kingman office. 

Ba~man Springs is a p e r e n ~ p h e m e r ~  gra~ng 
~lotment thin suppo~s a yearlong cow/calf operation. 
Approximmdy 5~27 acres of the atl~ment are within 



• e Aub~y Peak Wild~ness. The grazing is 
a d m i n ~ d  by ~e BLM Kingman office. 

Nanet Ranch is an ephemeral Nlotmem wh~h 
has not had au~ofized graz~g since 1983. A t~N of 
6,787 ac~s of this Nlmmem is within the w i N e r n ~  
The gmNng is admiN~e~d by ~e BLM Havasu 
office. 

Range devdopmen~ in the wilderne~ consist of 
~l~mem boundary ~nc~.  The~ a~ no w~ering 
~ 1 ~  ~r  ~ v ~ c k  wit~n ~e wi~ernes~ 

Wild Burros 
The enfi~ wi~erness is when the Alamo Herd 

Manageme~ A~a admini~e~d by the BLM Hav~su 
office. Cu~ent policy is to manage bu~os in a 
~hriving nmuml ec~o~c~ b~ance" with other 
resource sys~m componenu. The wi~erness is in ~e 
nonhwe~ corner of the herd managemem a ~  This 
corner is ~entified as an area of low and season~ use 
by bu~os. 

There a~ no pe~nni~ water sources av~hNe to 
bu~os in the wfldeme~. Seasonal r~nfall is hem by 
nmural rock poth~es in tte area. The closest sources 
of p e ~ n ~  wa~r av~la~e for bu~os are Sheep 
Moum~n and Baker wdh, on the wi~erness 
boundary -- Sheep Mountain Well on the noah ~de 
and Baker Well on the east s~e. Visual inspection of 
the wflderne~ shows bu~o sign in ~e form of ~ h  
and dr~p~ngs. 

Recreation 
Cu~ent recreation uses in the Aubrey Peak 

Wilderness include backpacking, hiking and hunting 
(upland game birds, dese~ bighorn sheep and mu~ 
deer). 

The Recreation Management Information Sy~em 
gives an estim~e of 364 visi~ to Aubrey Peak in 
1995, mol ly  ~om hunters Who camp on the edge of 
the wilderness. There is ~so day use from 
rockhounds and photographers. The m~n access 
point to the wilderness is on the east side from Alamo 
Road near Baker Well. 

No known commerci~ hunting o u t f i t ~  cu~ently 
operate in the Aubrey Peak Wilderness. Aubrey Peak 
is in Arizona Game and Fish Depaament Unit 16A, 
which only had one deseg bighorn sheep tag available 
for each of the 1994 and 1995 hunting seasons. 
Javelina are also hun~d in Unit 16A. 

No recreation (e.g., hiking) trails exist in this 
wildemes~ so backcoun~y users must gavel cross- 
country. 

Boundary Management 
The boundaries of t~s wi~erness have not yet 

been form~ly surveyed by BLM Cadastral Survey 
c~ws. Wi~erness boundaries are marked with 
f i b e r g ~  C a r s o ~  signs; minimum spacing of these 
signs is on~h~f mi~ apart. Ad~fion~ ~gns are ~ 
~cmions w~ch have the po~nfi~ or are prone to 
vehicular travel, i.e., sandy washes e~ering the 
wi~erness. Desire the presence of ~e ~gns, 
ve~c~ar intru~ons continue. At two ~aces on ~e 
sou~eaa boundary where C e n ~ n ~  Wash crones 
the boundary line, prdific ~sregard for the w~derne~ 
signs has foxed the BLM to rake ~ronger measures, 
consgucting a cane barrier across the wash. These 
a ~ n s  have c o m p ~  resdved the v e r d e  pro~em 
at these ~cation~ Plans are in ~ace for con~ruc~ng 
similar barr~rs m other p~nts on the boundary (see 
E n f i r o n m e ~  A~essment AZ-025-93-071). 

Existing Developments 
~bM 1 li~s ~own ~nces and water ~ d l ~  in 

the Aub~y ~ a k  ~ m ~ ;  no ~ r  ~ d l ~  ~ 
structures ~ known to be in the ~ e m ~  The 
Aubmy Peak Rock D ~ ,  in need of m o ~ ,  is 
non~ncfion~; ~I other ~ f i e s  ~e in ~ r  or good 
con~fion. 

Aubmy Peak Cmchme~ 1 ~ ~ s  consis~ of a 
d ~  ~ t  ~ , ~ g ~ n  s ~ m ~  ~nE a 2,156 
g~lon cy~ndric~ fiber~a~ ~nk and two ~ o u n & ~ l  
~ e ~ s  ~ u g ~ .  ~1 ~e p~n~d wi~ two ~ morn 
c o ~  wMch ~ c  ~e n~ve  rock. Wm~ ~ c m d  
by a check d ~  ~ Vaf i~-~d by ~pe to the s~mge 
tan~. ~ e  ~ c i ~  is enclosed by a ~ 1  pipe 
~nce to exclude c ~ b  and bu~s .  ~ e  ~nced a~a is 
~out  one-~nth of an ~ .  ~ e  ~ c ~  ~ in good 
con~fiom but the storage tank will need a new liner 
and roof in the ne~ ~m~.  

Aubmy Peak P~ho~ 2 -- ~ ~ c i ~  consis~ of 
t ~ e  c ~ ~ d  Z l 5 ~ g ~ n  f i b ~ s  
~orage ranks and a ~ougE ~ r  c ~ c m d  by a 
check dam ~ ~ ~ d  by ~pe to t ~  s ~ g e  tanks. 
~ e  ~ c ~ y  is enclosed by a ~ u ~ l  ~pe ~nce to 
exclude c ~  and bu~0~ ~ o  of the mn~ have 
~ n c ~  ~ d ~ s  w ~  ~e ~ is on a ~ ~se.  
~ e  ~ i l i ~  is in ~ y  good ~ n ~ n  except th~ 
one of ~e ~orage ~nks is ~ d  and not ho~ng  
w ~ L  

Aub~y Peak Rock D ~  3 ~ ~ ~ i l i ~  con~s~ 
of an e~hen  d ~  ~ t h  a pipe ~ m  the d ~  ~ n g  
to a ~ugh.  ~ e  ~ a  be~nd the dam is filled with 
~ .  



TaMe 1. Fences and Water Facilities in the Aubrey Peak Wilderness 

Aub~y ~ Catchment (No. 1) ~ c ~ k  w~er ~vNopmem ~ 12 N., R. 15 W., sec. 5 

Aub~y Pe~  Po~ole (No. ~ 

Aub~y ~ Rock Dam ~ 3) 

C o m ~  Eaton Bounda~ 

B ~  South B ~  

Bland Blanchard Boundary 

p~h~e water ~velopme~ 

rock d ~  

gap ~nce (13 ~ 

g ~  ~nce ~ 2 5  ~ e ~  

fence (1.0 miles) 

T. 12 N., R. 15 W., se~ 10 

Aubmy Peak F e t e  Nnce 65 m i ~  

T. 12 N., R. 15 W., sec. 11 

T. 12 N., R. 15 W., sec~ 5, 6, 8 

T. 12 N., R. 15 W., se~ 9 

~ n ~  

T. 13 N., R. 15 W., secs. 35, 36; 
T. 12 N., R. 15 W., sec. 2 

T. 12 N., R. 15 W., se~ II 

gap fence (.25 miles) T. 12 N., R. 15 W, sec. l0 

Figure Z Wa~r storage ~nks assoc~ted with ~ e  
Aubrey Peak Catchment 

Cultural Resources 
A tot~ of 90 acres has been ~mn~v~y surveyed 

for cultur~ resou~es. BLM surveys were done in the 
1970s and 1980s for clearances for mi~ng operations 
and as pa~ of a Class II samp~ survey. S~e types 
found include rock s h ~ ,  p~hismfc camp~ ~thic 
s c ~  and pe~o~yph~ The known s~es are 
cu~ently managed for thek sc~nfific information 
po~ntiaI. Excavation of these ~ s  ~ neither raking 
~ace nor planned for ~e furore (see 36 CFR 800). 

Fire 
~re has ~s~fic~ly been a rare occu~ence ~ this 

wildeme~; no F~es have been documemed ~nce 
198~ The Sonoran Desea shrubs w~ch profide most 
of ~e ~ d s  are widdy sp~e~ Eros wh~h have 
occu~ed were neither large n ~  ~ m ~  

The fi~ ecMogy ~ chan#ng somewhat ~ ~e 
area due m ~e M~oduction and rapid ~ c ~ e  of non- 
native annu~ g ~  and forbs w~ch increase the 
chance of f~e starting ~ weH as allow~g ~r  rap~ 
spread and ~ c ~ e d  i n m n ~ .  

Cu~entl~ a f~e in this w i l d e ~ s  wo~d be 
~ppressed as soon ~ po~ibl~ Appendix B pmfides 
the ~eps m ~II f~e suppression in this wiretaps.  

Minerals 
The wilderness was w i ~ a w n  ~om mineral 

entry and closed m miner~ ~ i n g  and miner~ 
m a ~  s~es by the Arizona Dese~ Wilde~ess Act 
of 199~ A records search reve~ed ~at ~e~  are no 
mi~ng clams within ~e wilderness. Cu~ent 
managemem ~lows ~ r  mc~afion~ or hobby rock 
collecting (rockhounding) of minerals, wi~ cogecfion . 
~mi~d m hand m=hod~ 

Law EnforcemenffSearch and 
Rescue 

Law e n ~ e m e m  acfiv~es are conducted by 
BLM Rangers ~ d  Mohave Coumy S~fiWs deputies. 
BLM office~ ~e  mspon~Ne ~r  ~ v e ~ g ~ n g  
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msou~e protection ~ a t i o n ~  The Sheriff's office 
has jufisd~fion regar~ng crimes ag~n~ pe~ons and 
prope~y as well as having ~e lead on search-and- 
rescue a ~ i t i e ~  The Arizona Game and Fish 
Depa~ment is ~sponsible for hunt pmr~m off-road 
vehicles and enfo~emem of all Arizona state laws. 

Approved Motorized and 
Mechanized Use 

The Aub~y Peak Wildfi~ Operations and 
M~n~nance Hart (Enfi~nmem~ A ~ s m e m  AZ- 
02~96~45) is in effect until this w~dem~s 
management plan is commend. Appmximm~y 19 
days of h d ~ o ~  and fixe&wing ~ r a f i  flight 
op~mions per year are cu~em~ approved to conduct 
wi~ii~ mon~oring operations. Pr~ect inspection and 
m~n~nance am conduced ufing nonm~ofized 
means. Whee~&veh~  envy is not an t i c~ed  to 
occur in ~e w i r i n g s  wi~ ~e exception of 
em~gendes. 

Under most d~um~anc~,  fligh~ are conduced 
during weekday~ Due m wemh~, ~ r a ~  av~hbili~ 
and manpowe~ weekends may also be flown. 

No mm~e hn~ng of ~ occu~ wit~n ~e 
w i ~ n e ~ ,  ~mough occafion~ hn~ngs may be 
needed during these survey flig~s to inspect a dead 
~nim~. Aeri~ acfi¼ti~ are conduced in acco~ance 
with the 1987 BLM-Ar~ona Game and Hsh 
Depaamem M ~ r  Mem~andum of Und~s~n~ng. 

Any other m e c h a ~ d  em~, e.g., m ~  pr~ect 
m~menance (rank f a i l ~  cashmere failu~, e~.), ~ 
em~gency proje~ inspection is adduced under ~e 
wocedu~s ~ r  em~gency amhorizmiom Approv~ is 
m ~e ~ f i o n  of ~e BLM D~tri~ Manager. An 
aerial population survey (census) is conduced by low- 
level hd~op~r or fixe~wing ~ ~r  d~e~ 
~gho~ sheep, mule deer and javefina. Bighorn 
su~eys ~e ~ c ~ l y  flown b~ween Se~emb~ and 
Ocmbe~ Mu~ deer and javelina surveys ~e f f ~ c ~  
flown in Decembe~ Dines are appmxim~ ~ 
fle~bility is ~qu~ed due to wemher cond~ons and 
~ r a f i  av~h~fi~.  The surveys may tot~ one to 

three days. Actu~ flight time per day is ~ c ~  less 
man five hou~ over the wilderness. Flights would 
n o r m ~  be at 100 to 200 ~et above ground level. 
Flig~ may be ~we~d to 25 ~et lo classify an 
a~m~. The surveys are flown foi~wing ~e 
landscape contou~ 

Inspection of wfl~i~ w~er souses may be 
com~ned with annu~ big game census fligh~ to 
de~rmine if ~ere is wa~r ~ the devdopment. 

Aefi~ telemetry flights via fixed-w~g ~ r a ~  zre 
utilized to moni~r ~ans~amed desen ~ghorn sheep 
within and outride of ~e wHderne~. Te~metry 
fligh~ wou~ occur once per month until July 1997. 
The initi~ overflight occu~ m 2,000 ~et above 
ground levd. Under favoraNe wemher cond~on~ 
once a transmitter is heard, ~sufl location bf the 
a~m~ wo~d be attempt& 

Aefi~ hvemory of peregrine falcon nesting 
habitat by bw-~vd he,copter may occu~ ff a nest is 
locmeC ground surveys wou~ be ufi~zed for more 
in~nsive ~vemory ~nd monitoring. Nesting areas zre 
usually mo~to~d a n n u ~  from ground surveys. 
Ac~u~ flight time in ~e wi~erness may be two hours 
per flight. Aefi~ survey days may tot~ one day 
every five to 10 years. 

Reques~ for ~e use of motorized/mechanized 
means to m~ntain ~e Aubrey Peak ca~hment and 
F o ~ e  ~re ev~ualed on a case-~y~ase basis, but 
~ c ~  wo~d requi~ five wor~ng days' advance 
notre to ~e BLM to ev~ume the ~quesu 

The roof and l~er for the 2 ~ 0 0 0 - g ~ n  rank ~ 
lhe Aub~y Peak Cmchment will be reNace& The 
roof will be p~med at least two c~ors to help it 
Nend in~ lhe nmur~ su~ounding~ A w~kqn 
drinker will be brought in to re~ace ~e ~ough. A 
he~cop~r will bring ~ s  and mmeri~s to me si~. 

The use of a hd~o~er with a water bucket is 
au~odzed ~ sup~emem specific e~sting wa~r 
devdopmen~ in me wi~erness in times of drought 
deletion when inspection ~ve~s a need. Prior 
approv~ of the BLM D~tfi~ Manager is not needed, 
but a follow-up repon within one week of ~e inc~ent 
is ~ q u e s ~  



!1 National Wilderness Management 
Goals 

The Aubrey Peak Wilderness will be managed to 
achieve the following BLM wilderness goNs. 

I. To provide ~ r  the ~ng-~rm pr~e~ion and 
p~serv~ion of the area's wilderness character 
under a pfind~e of nondegradation. The ~egs  
n~ur~ con~fio~ oppo~un~es for s~imd~ 
opportunities ~r  primitive and unconfined ~pes 
of ~c~ation and any ec~o~c~, ge~o~c~ or 
~her ~am~s of scientific, education~, ~e~c  or 
~ o d c ~  v~ue preseut will be managed so hat  
hey will ~m~n un imp~d .  

. To manage he  wtd~ne~  ~r  ~e use and 
e~oymeut of v~ko~ ~ a mann~ h ~  wi~ ~ave 
he  area u~mp~md ~ r  ~ m ~  u~  and e~oymem 
as wtd~ne~.  The wi~ern~s ~ o u ~ e  wiH be 
dominaut in all managemeut decisions where a 
cho~e must be made between wfldem~s 
pr~ervation and ~ t o r  use. 

3. To manage he  wiMem~s ~ g  he mhimum 
~ ,  eq~pme~ ~ ~ m ~ u ~  n ~ r y  ~ 

s u ~ s ~ f l y ,  ~fely ~ d  ~onom~ally ~ c o m ~ h  
• e o ~ e ~ .  The cho~n ~ ,  eq~pmem ~ 
~mcm~ ~o~d  be t ~  o ~  ~m ~ t  ~ 
w i ~ e ~ s  vMu~ ~mporari~ ~ p e r m ~ t l y .  
M ~ e m e m  wi~ seek to p ~ e  sponmnei~ of 
use and as much ff~dom from ~gdation as 
po~ible. 

. To manage nonconforming but accep~d uses 
permitted by the Wi~erne~ Act and subsequent 
laws in a manner lh~ will prevent unnece~ary cr 
undue degradation of the area's wilderness 
charac~ Nonconform~g uses are the exception 
rather than the ru~; herefore, emphasis ~ placed 
on m~ntai~ng wi~erness charac~  

Thee gods we~ de~e~ped ~om he  primary 
concerns ~r  wi~emess p~servation, mi~mum ~ 
management and managemeut of ~nd uses 
specifical~ provided for ~ Me Wilderness AcL The 
o~ecfives and actions proposed in the sub~queut 
c h a p ~  of this plan am the m~hods through w~ch 
these gods a~ ac~eved. 
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I I I - - Issues 
~sue idenrfic~ion was done with reference to 

the de~gnation and subsequent management of this 
area as wilderness. The ~sues were identified 
through public sco~ng and categorized into ~sues 
that will be resolved by this pla~ ~sues resolved by 
pokey and issues beyond the scope of the plan. The 
paramount concern was how peopl~ wildlife, gra~n~ 
mining, recreation, etc., would be affec~d by 
managing this area as wildernes~ It was. apparent 
throughout scoping that while naturalness ~ value~ ~ 
needs to be considered ~ong with management of 
other resources. 

Naturalness is an ~sue and is also the common 
theme which binds all other ~sue~ How resources 
are managed in wilderness w~t affect naturalnes~ and 
the degree to which naturalness ~ needed will affect 
management of other resource~ Also recogn~ed is 
the need to manage the cu~ent types and amounts of 
plan~ in the w~derness as well as the need to assess 
how the commun~y ~ affected by human activities 
and natural events. Such ~sues follow. 

Management Plan Issues 
Long-term Protection of 
Naturalness 

M~nt~n nmuralness whi~ managing other uses 
including existing and proposed operations and 
facilitiem These ~ u d ~  

• ~ighm for surveys, ~spections, capture~ 
transphnts, inventories, etc., 

• ~moval or m~ntenance of existing facilifie~ ~ ,  
w a ~ ,  ~nces, c~., 

• developme~ of new facilities, 
• facility modification, 
• monhorin~ inventory and census of wHdafe 

population~ 
• augmentation of e~sting dese~ highorn sheep 

populations, 
• m o ~ f i n g  and censu~ng of wild burro 

popdation~ 
• emergency ddNery of wmer to a catchment, 
• ~imination of unauthorized vehicle us~ 
• f~e effects on the veg~ation commtmit% f~e 

suppres~on activities and too~ and rehabflkation 

fol~w~g a n m ~  f~e (Appendix B) and 
~udy~g effects on the veg~mion community 
~ffe~s w~ch potentiMly come ~om g~z~g by 
cattl~ burros or wHdife). 

Public Availability 
This addresses conce~s regard~g the following. 

• Is visitor use affecting wilderness values? 
How in~n~vely should visitor use be monhored? 
Wh~ re~fi~ions Of anY) need to be phced on 
visitor use? 

• What would be the optimum way to gmher visitor 
use information, ~g., acces~ camping, hiking 
rou~s, general information? 

• Possible development of campgrounds ou~ide of 
wfldernesg 

Issues Resolved Through 
E sting Laws, 
Regulations and Policies 
Wi erness Designation and 
Regulations 

Wildernesses were designated through the 
Arizona Dese~ Wilderness Act of 1990. The 
boundaries of the wilderness were set through the 
passing of the Act and are not open to review through 
the wilderness management planning proces~ Roads 
dosed through de~gnation of an area as wilderness 
are also not open to review through the wi~erne~ 
management planning process. 

Uniform guidelines and regulations for managing 
wilderness are found in BLM Manual 8560 and 8561 
and 43 CFR 856~ 

Wild Horse and Burro 
Management 

The Wild Horse and Burro Management Act of 
197I d~ects the BLM to manage these animals for a 
thriving ecological balanc~ This wilderness is only a 
small portion of the Alamo Herd Management Area; 
therefore, this plan wi~ not address overall burro 
management. 
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Water Rights 
W~er fights a~ a~u~cmed for each watched 

by the Ar~ona Depa~ment of W~er Resoumes. The 
wi~erness is within the Bill Williams River 
wine.he& which to d~e has not been a~u~cme~ 
With passage of the Arizona Dese~ Wilderne~ Act of 
1990. Congre~ reserved a quami~ of wmer suffic~m 
to fulfill the purpose of the Act, wi~ a priori~ d~e 
e s m ~ h e d  as ~e d~e of the Act's passage 
(November 28, 1990). The BLM will invemory and 
quamify the water sources within this wi~emess and 
subm~ notification to ~e Ar~ona Depa~mem of 
W~er Resources of its ~der~ reserved figh~. 

A partial water invemory has been c o m ~ e d  in 
~e Kingman Resou~e Area. Inventory includes 
verification of ~cation, benefid~ uses, query and 
quami~ measuremems and a detai~d description of 
He source and iu devdopmen~ 

Cultural Resources 
Known cultural ~ s o u ~  ~e managed ~r  ~ r  

scientific v~ues. P m p ~ s  ~ r  s~dy will be 
amhori~d on a c ~ b ~ c ~ e  b ~  g~ded by e~sting 
po~cy in BLM Manu~ 8560.32 and su~e~ to 
commence with Secdon 106 of the Nation~ Historic 
P r~va t ion  A~ of 1966. As ~her ~ s  ~e 
discovered in wiM~ne~, Hey will be evMua~d and 
~locmed to the appmprime use ca~gor~ hvenw~ 
~ ~end~ c~mrM ~ s o ~ c ~  will be done ~ comfy 
wi~ Section 110 of the NationM Hismric ~ v a t i o n  
Act. 

Livestock Grazing and Allotment 
Management Plans 

Wild~ne~ de~gnation affec~ n ~ e r  ~a~ng 
~ rm~ed  use nor dev~opme~ of ~ t m e ~  
manageme~ plans; Sey am admi~ste~d according to 
He m g d ~  in 43 CFR 4100. No con~rucfion of 
range dev~opmenm (~nc~, wamr ~ l i ~ ,  c o ~  
~c.) is Wop~ed during He li~ of He ~an. Any 
proposals will be considered on a c ~ b ~ c ~ e  bas~. 

Law Enforcement/Search and 
Rescue 

BLM policy and ~gulations (BLM Manu~ 
8560.39 and 43 CFR 8560.3) provide ~r  eme~ency 
law e n ~ e m e m  access in He event of ~ f i v e  
pursu~ or to address h e ~  and s a ~  concerns 
during em~gency situations. Searc~an&rescue 

operations are the respon~bility of the County Sheriff. 
The Arizona Game and Fish Departmem is 
respon~ble for hunt patroh, off-road vehicles and 
enforcement of HI Ar~ona sta~e law. The BLM will 
coordinate w~h the involved agencies to assist in any 
way possible. 

Minerals Management 
The ~ea w~ wi~dmwn from m~eml envy and 

dosed to m~eml le~ing and m i n ~  m~efi~ s~es 
by the Arizona Deseg Wi~emess Act of 1990. The~ 
~e no mi~ng d~ms, mineral leases or mineral 
m~efi~s comrac~ wi~in this wiMem~s. 
R ~ a t i o n ~  co~ecfion ( rockhound~ of m i n ~ s  is 
~ w e d  in ~e wire taps  and iimi~d to hand 
m~ho~. 

Hunting Regulations 
Hunting ~gulations in Arizona ~e wri~en and 

e n ~ e d  by ~e Ar~ona Game and ~sh Department. 
The same ~gulations ap~y ~ w i ~ n e s s .  

Wildlife Movement Corridors and 
Uffiity Corridors 

This issue ~e~s wi~ moveme~ ~f wil~i~ in~ 
and out of ~e w i ~ n e ~  and po~nti~ con~r~n~ 
caused by expanding m ~  corrido~ on He south and 
we~ sides of ~e wi~ern~s. The utili~ co~idors of 
concern have been defignmed in ~e approved 
Kingman Resource Management Phn (M~ch 1995) 
as p o ~ n f i ~  expan~ng to one mile w~e. As each 
propos~ ~r  expansion is ~c~ve& i~ e f ~ s  on 
w ~ i ~  movemem and pop~ations will be analyzed 
t~ough ~e Nm~n~ En~ronmental P~icy Act 
(NEPA) p m ~ .  The an~ys~ shouM include effecu 
on nmumlne~ of He Aub~y Peak WiM~ne~ if ~ e ~  
is seen to be an effect on wi~li~ movemem or 
pop~m~n~ 

Issues Beyond the Scope 
of this Plan 
• ~ the bu~o population within He p ~ a m e ~  of a 

thriving n~ural e c d o g ~  b~ance? 

This question is best answered in the herd 
managemem area plan; the wilderness makes up a 
sm~l potion of the Alamo Herd Management Area. 
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IV-- Wilderness Management 
Introduction 

The fol~wing oNecfives a~ des~ned m ~sNve 
• e issues sta~d in Part IH of this Nan. Follow~g 
the o~ectives are managemem actions designed to 
acMeve the o~ective. 

Management Objective 1 
-- Naturalness 

lb. 

lc. 

Conduct routine maintenance and inspection of 
the three water facilities described on pages 6 and 
7 by foot or horseback approximately four times 
per year. Inspec~on by NrcraR may be 
conducted during annual census flights as 
described in le below. 

ReNace nonfuncfionN water tanks uNng a 
h d ~ o p ~  Power tons, rag., genermo~ and rock 
drill~ may be used to ~place fence po~s set in 
bedrocL 

M~m~n or enhance nmur~ con~fions ~ o u ~ o m  
t ~  ~ l~rness  inc~d~g e c o s ~ m  ~ n ~ n ~  visu~ 
appearances and ~portun~es ~r  sdimde and nmu~ 
q ~  by: 

1. ensuring long-term (>100 years) viability of all 
native plants and animfl~ 

2. redesigning existing developments to improve 
operations and minimize v~u~ con~ast, 

3. ~im~ating vehi~e intrusions by the year 200~ 

4. ~ a t i n g  victor use impa~s th~ exceed 
~andards e~ablished in Table 2 and 

. reducing the degree of visu~ contrast of C5 miles 
of closed vehic~ trNIs and NI other human 
impacts to in~gnificant or none by the end of the 
year 2000. 

Rationale: This o~ective was estabfished to resolve 
the n~uratness issue. The o~ecfive has been 
renewed with respect to the wilderness go~s and ~ 
confis~nt with the direction found in gofls I, ~ 3 
and • 

Management Actions 
1~ Pr~ect w~dlife movement corridors by 

m~ntain~g the~ nmur~ con~fion and p r o h ~ n g  
devdopme~ within the corridors. 

Rationale: Movement of wfl~i~ tong  the 
~adition~ routes wilt ensu~ m~n~nance of 
wi~erne~ v~ues a s soc~d  w~h the p~sence of 
native wil~ife. 

td. Haul water ufing a heficopter with a bucke~ this 
may be needed to supplement existing water 
developmen~ during drought. Motorized 
equipment such as a pump and generator may 
flso be neede& 

The type of actions described in lc and ld are 
estim~ed to be needed once every five to 10 yea~. 

Rationale: These water developments suppo~ 
popdafions of animus in and around the wilderness. 
Wa~r is cfiticfl to the heflth of all animal 
populations. During the summe~ the supply of water 
must be available at ~I times. Access to wa~r is 
pa~iculafly impo~ant to ~ a t i n g  ewes. 

Con t inu~n  of wa~r deve~pments in the 
Aubrey Peak Wilderness is needed to suppo~ bighorn 
sheep. Bighorn ~storicfl~ ranged throughout the 
desex mount~ns of t~s are~ Pop~ations began 
decli~ng with the onset of non-Native American 
settlement, unre~ric~d hunting and mi~ng activities 
tong  the B~ Sandy River ~ Sight in the ~ 1800s. 
A continufl ~c~ase of human us~ e.&, road~ 
houses, utility corridom and livestock and wild bu~o 
use of t~s a ~  ~ s ~ d  in ~striction of movement to 
w a ~  dewmering of the Big Sand~ Santa Maria and 
Bill Will,ms rive~ and riparian ha~t~ de~fioration. 
State Route 95 tong the Co~rado River prevents 
sheep from accessing the fiver during the cfitic~ hot 
monks. The com~nation of these favors fuahered 
the dem~e of sheep in this area; by the mid-i980s, 
they were very rar~ Access to wa~r in this a~a 
continues to be ~stfi~ed and riparian h a ~ t  in many 
areas ~mfins degraded, which affects surface wa~r 
a v ~ l ~ y  throughout the river sy~em. 
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F ~ t o r  

Ta~e 2. S~ndards for Monitoring ViCtor Use and Assodated Impac~ 

:.:i. !~!/ ! lndicatori)i ~ : /  ! " ,~ !  iS tandard ~ ............... . . ,  ~ . 
I i  . . . .  I 

Interparty contacts 

I I  

Numb~ of comNNn~ on fi~tor ~N~er per 
year ~gar~ng sociN conditions 

No more than five per year 

Evidence of human use 

I I  

Evidence of human use 
I~ 

Presence of fire rings, campsi~s No more than one per square 
mile 

Presence of non-historic litteh human waste None observable 
I I  

. ,  i,! 

le. Conduct popul~ion survey (census) and inventory 
of wildlife populations (bighorn sheep, peregrine 
falcon, mu~ deer and javdina). 

Bighorn sheep: Conduct p o p ~ i o n  survey 
(census) by ~w-~v~ hel~opter or fixed-wing 
~ r a ~  in ia~ September and Oc~be~ D~es are 
approxim~e, as r ega l i t y  is ~quired due to 
wether conditions and ~ r a f i  av~la~fi~. The 
surveys may tot~ one to three days, but acm~ 
flight time per day is f f ~ c ~  less than five 
hours. The flights will normally be at 100 to 200 
~et above ground ~vel, following the ~ndscape 
contou~ The flight may ~wer to 25 ~et to 
das~fy an a~m~. 

Wfl~i~ population surveys for ~ghorn sheep 
would include an occa~on~ hel~opter landing so 
sick or dead ~ghorn sheep could be ~spe~eC 

Peregrine falcon: Conduct ~w-bvd aerifl 
inventory of pe~gfine falcon nesting ha~mt by 
h d ~ o p ~  Utilize ground surveys for mo~ 
intensive ~ventory and mortaring of ~c~ed 
nests. Nesting a~as are u s u ~  m o ~ m d  
annually ~om ground surveys. Ac~fl fight time 
in ~e w~derne~ may be two hou~ per flig~. 

Aefi~ survey days may tot~ one day every 
five to l0 years. All aefifl surveys would avoid 
known b~e~ng pe~grine falcon nesting a~as 
~om February 1 to Augu~ 5. The n e ~ g  a~a is 
considered to be a o n ~ h ~ m i ~  radius ~om the 
nest, There are no known nesting areas in the 
Aub~y Peak Wilderness. 

Mule deer and javelina: Conduct low-level 
aeri~ inventory by helicopter (one to two days 
per yeaD. The flight is typically in December 
and would be at 100 to 200 feet above ground 
level. 

1~ Augment the efisting ~ghorn sheep pop~ation in 
and around ~e wi~erness so thin there is a 
thriv~g population and conduct assor ted  
telemetry flight~ 

Aeri~ telem~ry flights via fixed-w~g 
fircraR or h~op te r  are utifized to mo~tor 
transplanted bighorn sheep wit~n and outside of 
the wilderness. Generflly, following the release, 
telemetry flights world occur four times for the 
first two weeks, then once a month for five years. 
The initi~ overflight occurs m 2~00 ~et above 
ground level. Under favora~e weather 
conditions, once a ~ansmitter ~ heard, visu~ 
location of the a~mfl will be attemp~d. The 
fircrafl may descend as low as 75 ~et above 
ground level for shoa pefiod~ 

Rdease si~s within and a~acent to the 
wilderness are ~s~d for anflysis, i.e., bighorns 
will impa~ the wi~erness, no mater where they 
are rebaseC but release in wilderness will have 
d~ect impacts asso~a~d with h ~ o p ~ r  flights. 

Rdease ~tes in wilderness: B~horn 
a u g m e ~ n  is ~frequent and not expe~ed to 
occur more ~an three times every 10 years. 
Howeve~ m~ases sometimes occur two years in 
succes~on. B~horn augment~ion req~res that 
the a~m~s (approvingly 20 per re~ase) be 
transposed in t r iers  to the east wi~erness 
boundary. From this point, a~m~s are ~dified 
in boxes by helicopter to one of the two wil~i~ 
wa~rs in this wi~erness. In the summed a~m~s 
are ~ a s e d  at the water devdopment to ensure 
that they iocme the wate~ This flight operation 
takes one day with approxima~ly two hours of 
flight time. 

R d e ~ e  ~tes o u ~ d e  of wf l~rn~s:  
Augmentation of s~ep popdations in haNtat 
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adjacent to wilderness may occur as often as once 
every two years. These areas in~ude the 
Rawhide Mcunt~ns, ArtH~ry Mountains, Mchave 
Mount~ns (Ram Mountfin on Cro~man Peak), 
the Poachie Rang~ Aquarius Mount~ns and Lake 
Mine. 

Rafion~e: Desert Mghom sheep ~smricMly ranged 
throughom the dese~ moumMns of t~s ~#on.  
Cu~ent pop~ations are Mw and not expec~d to 
increase without augmentation. Popdations were 
densest Mong the river c o ~ o r s  whe~ver escape 
~ M n  was availaM~ Early ex#ore~ and ~s~ems 
observed sheep Mong the cliffs of the Big Sandy, B~ 
W~iams and Santo Maria rive~ and in the cliffs of 
the Aquarius MoumMns (Davi~ I982). 

1~ Allow for census fligh~ for wild burros every 
three years and lasting about three days The 
flights would occur during April or May and 
result in brief periods when the heficopter would 
be over w~derness. 

I~  Allow ~ r  r i g , s  ~r  cap~ring wiM bu~os every 
t~ee years. They word  o ~  during the 
~ m m ~  and l~st ~ o m  two ~ys.  

Rational:  The BLM is required ~ keep an up-m- 
da~ census ~r  wild horse and bu~o pop~ations and 
ca~u~ as nec~s~y ~ m~m~n a thriving n ~  
ec~o~c~ b~ance. 

li. Fke suppression will be conducted according to 
the process l~ted in Appendix B. 

Rationale: Fire suppression is necessary to prom~ 
cu~ent native veg~afion until such time as non-native 
annuls can be con~olled. 

~. E~abfish a desked ~am c o m m u ~  for ~e 
u~and~ h~ls and wash ~ s .  

Rafion~e: A de~md ~am community is necessary 
as a benchmark from w~ch changes can be measu~& 

1k Ado~ a 50-p~cent ufil~ation level (based on and 
~pmsenting no change from ~e Kingman 
Resource Manageme~ Han and the Hu~ap~- 
Aquarius Fin~ Grazing En~ronmenml Impact 
Sta teme~ 

RationM~ This u ~ a f i o n  ~vel e~u~s  ~e 
continued ~abih~ of ~e p~ms w ~  p r o ~ n g  
forage ~ r  graz~g a~m~s. 

1L Con~d~ o ~  ~ g ~ s  on a ~ s ~ b ~ s e  basi~ 
An ~ s ~ i ~  ~ n ~  ~II  be ~sued ~ 
~ B ~  ~ ~  o~cer m documem the 
~ of u~ng the h~cop~r as the ~ m u m  
~ o  

R ~ i o n ~  Harmed ~ g ~ s  cover the continued 
~ c ~  ~ b~ghom s~ep, a ~ ~  mmtrc~ ~ 
well ~ ~ g ~ s  ~ coll~t pop~ation ~ r r n m ~ n  cn 
~ h ~  w ~ i ~  and bu~o~ Howeve~ as ~ ~ 
im~ossi~e m ~an for ~1 need~ it ~ im~aam m 
~m~n op~  ~ ~e possibili~ ~ c~ducting morn 
~gh~.  

2~ R e ~ v e l ~  Aubrey ~ a k  Ro~  Dam m ~ m o ~  the 
o~ ~ ~om the ~ m  and ~ s ~ l  a ~ w  ~pe ~ d  
two ~ e  tan~ ~ t h  a w ~ h  d f i n ~  A ~ p ~  
r ~  ~ e  wo~d ~ b ~ t  ~ ~ d M e  ~ o s  ~ d  
c~fle. 

Rep~r ~e ~n~ and roof of ~e 20,00~gallon 
s~mge tank ~ Aubrey Peak Catchment. A new 
roof deign to capture ad~fion~ rainwater and 
the addition of a w ~  drinker ~e ~anne& 

2~ A ~  a w ~  driver ~ Aub~y P~k Pothde 
and ~ e  a ~ a k i ~  tone 

To accomp~sh the actions fis~d in 2~ 2b and 2~ 
power tools such as generators, rock drills and cement 
mixers will be neede~ A helicopter will be needed to 
fly m~erifls to and from the job ~ 

R a f i o n ~  Water ~ impo~ant ~ the h e ~  of 
wildlife popdations, e s p e ~ l y  ~g game such as 
~ghorn sheep and m~e dee~ During the dry, 
summer months, these animus concen~am around 
wate~ soume~ Access to wmer is particul~ly 
impo~ant to lactating ~ghom ewes. The wHderne~ 
com~ns ~gh-v~ue ~ghorn laming grounds. The 
w~k-in ~pe drinker e l i m i n ~  ~e need for a float 
v~ve, wh~h mi~mizes m~n~nance needs and ~f i~  
~ ~e site~ 

3m Po~ ~e wi re taps  bounda~ m ~ o f i m m M y  
on~hM~miM ~ r v M ~  h c ~ e  ~e  numb~ of 
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signs in areas whe~ the po~nti~ for in~u~ons 
e x ~ .  

3b. Con~ruct phyficfl vehic~ barriers at poin~ 
where signing is ineffective. 

3c. Provide information to ~ f i ~  at the planned 
p o ~  sign (see Management O~e~Ne 2: 
Management Actions) e x p l ~ n g  the layout of ~e 
wi~erness boundary. 

3d. Conduct m o n ~  patro~ ~ong the wilderness 
perimeter and inc~ase pmrCs during high-use 
periods (e.g., hunting season). 

Rationale: Effoas to de~r motor vehicle use will 
result in dimination of vehicle tracks in the 
wilderness, enhancing the experience for each vifito~ 
Elimination of vehicles will fist enab~ the natural 
restoration of vehicle ways. 

4~ Condu~ a baseline inventory of existing 
recreation impacm in the Aubrey Peak Wilderne~ 
by 1998. Condu~ inspections by foot or 
horseback once per year to de~rmine locations of 
ad~tionfl impac~ (e.g., campsites, fire rings, 
fi~e~. 

R a f i o n ~  Areas of ~pe~ed high use will be 
d~e~ed qu~Hy and impacm mitigmed. 

4b. In,all a vis~or regi~er at the planned location of 
the portal sign ~efer to 3c). 

Rafion~e: The ~fimr ~ g ~ r  ~rm will give ~sim~ 
an o p p o a u ~  to commem on wi~emess con~fions. 

ff the interpa~y conlact standard ~ exceeded, the 
following actions, in priority orde~ could be 
taken to redi~fibu~ vifitor use. 

Encourage ~s~or use during flower periods 
of the year by ma~ng f i f i ~  aware of me 
possibility of less in~rparty contact during these 
times. 

Promo~ use of o~er areas either outride of 
wi~erness or in less-used wi~erness ~cm~ns 
wi~ similar ~ttings. 

Idemify and develop ~mrnafive access poin~ 
for t~s wflderne~. 

Im~ement a permit sys~m to ~ c m e  
amounts of vis~or use. 

If the evidence of human use s m n d ~  is 
exceeded, the ~ w ~ g  actions, in p f i~ f f  o~e~ 
could be token to bssen me amoum of evidence. 

O~i~rme e~dence of fi~ rings, human 
wa~e and campfi~ ~pac~ which ~e causing the 
s m n d ~  to be exceeded; ~ck up liaer as it is 
~und. 

P~m~e 'qeave no ~ace" p r i ~ i ~  and 
~ c s .  

~ e m ~ t  c ~ p f i ~  use ~rict ions.  

Rational: Education of me pubfic abom ~e 
pro~ems is p ~ e  to ~stricting ~cce~. 

5a. Allow n~ural ~habilitat~n of ~ r m ~  ve~cM 
rou~s m continue. 

RafionaM: NmurM reveg~mion is a no~o~ method 
of obtMMng veg~ation coveL 

MonRodng 
1. C ~  basefine d~a ~pe~es compos~on and 

util~ation) and set up a m o ~ r i n g  ~cation in Z 
12 N., R. 15 W., sec. 34 and ~ 12 N., R. 14 W., 
sec. 6. 

. Continue collection of d~a Gpec~s composition 
and utilization) on me e~sting mortaring ~ot 
jua ou~ide the wi~erness boundary in T. 13 N., 
R. 15 W., sec. 34. 

. MoniWr ~rmit tent ly  ~e use of approved 
mecha~zed uses to ensure com~hnce (wh~h 
includes ensuring ~m fligh~ conducmd by me 
Arizona Game and Hsh Departmem ~e 
conduced in accordance wi~ ~e ~a~w~e 
memorandum of unde~mn~ngL 

. In five years, mo~Wr me extent of nmur~ 
~veg~ation. Scarify and seed wi~ native seed if 
the areas fail lo show a pe~emage of cover 
simi~r to the su~oun~ng ~ n .  
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Management Objective 2 
-- Public Availability 

Allow u n ~ f i c m d  Nspe~ed use with l i ~  
managefiN pmsenc~ e.g, no facilities, no ~ lheads  
and miNmN p~rols. Prov~e ~s~or use information 
to ensure puN~ underman~ng of the ~ c ~ n ,  
opportunities and con~rNn~ within the wiNerness. 

Rational:  This o ~ e ~  was dev~oped to msMve 
the ~ e  ~ ~ c  ~ ~  N ~ n ~ r m ~  wi~ 
w ~ e m ~ s  goMs 1 ~ d  2. 

Management Ac~ons 
la. Prepare a v~hor use guide by t998. 

lb. Post the boundary. 

lc. Erect a po~N sign and viNtor information board 
Nong Alamo Road near Baker Well by 1999. 

Rationale: Information and education are pre~mNe 
to exmnsNe complNnce checks. No ~NN, 
campgrounds or other in~nsive recreation facilities 
are proposed because these are avNlaNe egewhere for 
that ~pe of experience. 

Monitoring 
1. Check the ~sitor ~ m~th l~  
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V--  Plan Implementation and Evaluation 
Plan ~mplemen~fion 

i ~:!i~i!iii~i~ ~ ~ : ~  

MalntMn or enhance natur~ eond~ions through the wilderne~ 

AGFD ~ g h  Condu~ routine mNn~nance and inspection of wate~ 

Po~ the wilderness boundary ~ appro~mately ½-mi~ interv~s BLM H~h 

Construct phys~N ba~iers where ~gnmg ~s meffective 

Condu~ monthly pa~ols on the wilderness perim~er 

BLM Me~um 

BLM Low 

Conduct su~ey fl~Ns ~ r  wfldfi~ populations AGFD MeNum 

Redevelop Aubrey Peak Dam AGFD Low 

Rep~r the storage tank m Aubrey Peak C~chmem AGFD H~h 

Hace the w ~ i n  drinker ~ Aub~y Peak P~hde AGFD High 

Augmem the e~sfing dese~ highorn ~eep population AGFD Me~um 

ReNace nonfunctionN wmer tanks u~ng a hd~op~r AGFD High 

Haul water using, a helicopter A G ~  ~ g h  

Conduct base~ne inventory of existing recreation impacts BLM Medium 

Install a ~Nmr reN~er BLM Me~um 

Establish a de,red plant community BLM Medium 

Inventory water sources and quantify federally reserved righ~ BLM High 

Allow d~persed recreation and use w~hout incurring substantial costs and personnel time 

Prepare a ~ t o r  use g~de BLM Low 

Develop a p o ~  ~gn and ~ t o r  information board BLM Low 

WiNerness management pe~onnel, gong with the 
h~p of other n~urN resource speNatis~ and 
vMumeers, will im~ement the wtdeme~ 
management plan. These peop~ will be ~sponNNe 
~r  completing the management actions and 
moNtofing as described ~ this Nan. The acti~ties 
~s~d above ~e  those needed to imp~me~ the pNn 
and are grouped by o~ecfive. 

Plan Evaluation 
Th~ plan, deigned to serve as g~dance for 

manaNng the Aubrey Peak Wilderne~, will be 

reviewed annually to determine the following. 

1. Are the actions being implemented? 
2. Are the actions achieving the intended objective? 
3. Are other actions necessary to achieve a ce~ain 

objective? 
4. Are the current issues being resolved? 

5 .  Have new ~sues arisen that necessitate a plan . 
amendment? 

The annum repo~ will inc~de a discussion of at 
Mast these five items as well as a recordation of the 
status of fll proposed actions. 
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VI - -  Public Involvement 
Scoping office), the City C o m p ~  Ckc~ K ~wo l o c ~  

and t ~  Superior Cou~ B u i I ~ .  

January 26, 1995 ~ Approximately 500 ~ae~ 
were ~ent out per ~ e w i d e  and lock w~derness 
mN~ng ~sts. 

February 9, 1995 -- Notices of scoping meetings 
were posed in the town of Bagdad and an 
announcement was made ~ a People for ~e West 
meetin~ 

February 10, 1995 ~ The BLM po~ed a notice 
of scoping in the U.S. Post Office in Wikieup. 

February 1~ 1995 -- Notices of ~o~ng 
meetings were po~ed in Kingman at ~e Arizona 
Game and Fish Department, Negus B~lding ~oumy 
offices), Mohave Coun~ E~en~on S ~ c ~  Mohave 
Communi~ CoHeg~ Sa~way, Albensons, Smi~s, 
Ranch M~ket (two locations~ Citizens Utilities (mfin 

February 22, 1995 ~ A scoping meeting was 
held in Kingman with nine people in aaendance. 
Issues included access, wildlife and bu~o surveys and 
continued publ~ involvement in the process. ~ 

February 2~ 1995 ~ A ~op~g meeting w ~  
hdd ~ Bagdad w~h 16 peo~e ~ attendance. Issues 
hduded ~ces~ g a ~ n g  s~veys and continued public 
inv~vemenL 

March 2~ 1995 - B ~  ~ e ~ f l ~ s ,  an ~ o n a  
G ~  ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ ~  ~ 
~ ~ o ~ e  ~ t ~  ~ and o ~  ~ ~  ~ b ~ s  
met ~ ~ s  ~ ~ s ~  ~ ~ ~o~ng  ~ 
~ ~ d  c ~  ~ ~ ~ m ~ s  w ~  
• ~ded ~to ~ s  ~ d ~ d  by p~cy,  issues w i ~ n  
~e scope of ~ ~an ~ d  ~sues out,de ~e sc~e  of 
~ ~ 
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VII-- List of Preparers 
BLM employees who formed the core 

interdisciplinary team include: 

Bruce AsNorn, Omdoor Rec~m~n Nanner 
Joyce BN~y, ReN~ Spe~NNt 
Bill C N I d ~ ,  Resou~e Ad~sor 
Bob HN1, WiNlife Biologist 

Ken Mahoney, Wild~ne~ Speciati~ 
Don McClu~, NanNng and En~mnmemN SpecialNt 
Wend~l Peacock Writer/Edit~ 
Rebecca Peck WiNlife B ~ g ~ t  
Don ~ m o ~  Archaeolo~ 
A~ Smi~, GeNogNt 
Andy WhiteflY& Range Managemem SpeciNi~ 
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VII I - -  Environmental Assessment 
Introduc on 
Purpose and Need 

The p u ~ e  of ~e  proposed ~tion is ~ p m ~  
w~deme~ v ~ s  while p r o ~ n g  ~ r  effic~m 
management of wildli~, wild bu~os, catt~ and 
mc~ation use, ~elu~ng conducting census and 
~ n t o r i e s ,  m~nt~ning ~cfl~es ~ d  p r o ~ n g  
~ rma t ion .  

To effectivdy manage wfldli~ populations within 
d~igna~d w i ~ e m ~  op~ations wi~ ~e po~nti~ m 
confl~t w~h wi~eme~ v~ues m ~  have ~ be 
~ n d ~ d  with m ~ e r i ~ & m ~ h ~  ~e.  The~ 
motori~ffmechanized activities m ~  be ~ e ~ d  m 
m~nt~n e ~ n g  impro~ments, allow ~r  effic~nt 
wfl~i~ and bu~o management ~ d  p r o ~  ~ r  
m~eational ~ The ~ e d  ~ e~sts m m~m~n t ~  
wi~ern~s char~mr by ~opp~g unauthorized ~ s s  
by mo~fi~d ve~c~s into wildness.  

Conformance to Land Use Plans 
The p r o p ~  actions and altem~ves are in 

c ~ r m a n ~  with the ~ngman Re~urce 
Man~ement Plan (1995~ 

R a onship St u s, 
Regul  ns and Other Plans 

The Ar~ona Desea Wi re t aps  Act of 1990 
manda~d th~ w~derness in Ar~ona mu~ be 
managed under the g~dance of a wi l~m~s  ~an. 
Reg~ations go~rning the manageme~ of 
wilderness  are ~und in 43 CFR 856~ Further 
g~dan~ ~r  w~derness managemem ~ ~und in BLM 
Manual 8560 ~ Management of Designa~d 
Wilderness Are~. 

The Wildem~s A~ ~ 196~ Public Law 8~57Z 
defines wflderne~ as "an ~ea of undeveloped ~ d ~  
land ret~ning ~s pdmev~ charac~r and ~fluence, 
wi~out permanent im~ovements ~ human habitation, 
w~ch ~ ~ote~ted and managed ~ ~ m pre~rve its 
n ~  con~fionY Und~ ~e  Ac~ the BLM m~t  
man~e wi re t aps  wi~in i~ jufis~ction ~ p r o ~  
w i ~ n e s s  v~ues. 

W~dem~s p ~ a t i o n  became ~ne ~f the 
BLM's m~fi~e ~ e  mandates with the s ~ n g  of the 
Federal Land P~icy and Management Act into ~w h 
1976. Designation of ~ area as wi re taps  w ~  

an~yzed ~ the Upper Sonoran (198~ Wi~erness 
En~ronment~ Impact Sta~men~ 

Helicopter use ~ r  wild burro population 
monhoring partially ~ this wilderness was identified 
~ En~ronme~al Assessmem AZ-025-92-04~ 

Descfip on of Proposed 
Action and ARerna ves 

Proposed Ac on 
Initiate all actions as described in Part IV of this 

plan. These actions are summarized as followm 

• 

• 

I 

• 

• 

[ ]  

• 

• 

• 

E 

• 

• 

• 

! 

• 

• 

Conduct routine maintenance and inspection cf 
waters and fencelines using nonmotorized means. 
Post the wilderness boundary at approximately 
one-half-mile inter~ als. 
Construct physical barrias ~s needed where 
signing is ineffective. 
Conduct monthly patrols en the wilderness 
perimeter. 
Conduct census flights for wild burros every three 
years. 
Allow for capture flights for wild burros every 
three years. 
Allow for inventory flights for peregrine falcon 
habitat. 
Conduct flights to maintain water developments 
approximately two days l~er year. 
Conduct wildlife census five days per year. 
Conduct emergency water hauling two days per 
year. 
Conduct inventory and monitoring of peregrine 
falcon and desert bighorn sheep and monitor 
desert bighorn sheep following transplants 
monthly for five years following releases. 
Augment the existing desert bighorn sheep 
population in and around the wilderness so that 
there is a thriving population and conduct 
associated telemetry flights. 
Prepare a visitor use guide. 
Develop a kiosk. 
Collect baseline vegetation data and ~et up a 
monitoring location in T. i2 N., R. 15 W., sec. 
34. 
Add a walk-in drinker at Aubrey Peak Pothole 
and replace a leaking tank. 



I .  

A R e r n ~  
I I  I I  

Category 

i , . I  

Minor maintenance and 
inspection of wate~ 

Physical barriers 

::~ ~ : P r o p o s e d  action ~ 
, 

~ : 

- : ~  , , ~ 

Nonmechanized 

~ !i! ~ i ;  N °  acffon (current  managemenO 
..... ~ . . . .  i ,, conKnued,,, 

Case-by-case basis 

Construct the 12 barriers identified in 
EnvironmentM Assessmem AZ-025- 
93-071, then as needed with no 
further NEPA anNyMs 

Cons~uct the 12 ba~iers idemified 
in EnvironmemM Assessment AZ- 
025-93-071, then on a case-by-case 
basis 

u 

Perimeter patrol M o n ~  M o n ~  
1 

Victor use Con~ru~ ~osk and updme Cu~ent pamphl~ 
~ r m a t i o n  

Road rehabilitation Natural (seeding possible) Case-by-case basis 
I I ,  

Burros (census) Helicopter: Three-year intervals Case-by-case basis 
I |  I 

Bu~os ~a~ure) H ~ o ~ e r :  T h ~ y e ~  imerv~s Cas~b~c~e  basis 
I 

Wmer ~cil~y ~ c o n ~ r u ~ n  Hel~o~er: Two days per year Cas~b~c~e  basis 

Water hauling Hel~opter: Two days per year Case-by-case basis 
I I  

Wildlife census Helicopte~ Five days per year Case-by-case basis 

Augmem deseg Ngh~n 
sheep popNations 

Monitoring of transplanted 
dese~ bighorn sheep 

Inventory and mortaring of 
peregrine falcon 

Up to a t~i~ng ecNoNcN bNance C ~ b y ~ e  basis 

Monthly ~ r  five years ~How~g C ~ b y m ~ e  basis 
rdease 

] 
One flig~ every five ye~s , C ~ e ~ c ~ e  basis 

No Action (Current Management) 
Alternative 

Continue to manage ~e Aub~y Peak Wilderness 
~coNing to ~e wiNli~ operation and mNn~nance 
plan, En~ronmemN A~essmem AZ-025~5-045 (see 
page 7, Approved Mo~fized and Mechan~ed Use). 
Condu~ routine mNmenance and inspection of wa~rs 
and ~ncd~es  using nonm~ofized mean~ 

Post ~e  wiNemess bound~y at appm~mm~y 
hNgmi~ in~rvNs. 

Cons~uct the 12 phy~c~ bamers idemified in 
Environmental Assessment AZ-029-93-071, then on a 
case-by-case basis where signing is ineffective. 

Conduct monthly patois on the wilderness 
pe f ime~  

Ev~uate census and capture flights for wild 
bu~os on a case-by-case basis. 

Handle flight reque~s on a case-by-case basis. 
Continue to use the cu~ent vis~or use guide. 
Augment the dese~ bighorn sheep population for 

the wilderness and su~ounding area on a case-by-case 
basis. 

26 



General Seffing and 
Affected Resources 

The generN description of the wilderness was 
provided in Part I of this document. The resources 
most likely to be affected by the proposed action or 
Nternatives are wildfife, wilderness and speciN status 
specks. 

En ronmental lmpa s 
Resou~es common to each Nmrnative wh~h 

have been anNyzed and a~  tither not N ~ e ~  or 
world not be NgnificanEy affe~ed by any of ~e  
~ f i ~ f i ~  proposed in the N~rnatives a~: 

-- water quality, 
-- ~r  quali~, 
-- riparian or wetland zones, 
-- win  and scenic river~ 

prime or u~que farmlands, 
-- hazardous or s~id waste, 
-- areas of cdfic~ en~ronment~ concern 
designatio~ 
-- cultural resources and 
-- f l o o d p l a ~  

Consultation N being conducted w~h tribes to 
determine if there are any Native American religious 
concerns. 

Impacts ResuRing from 
Implementation of the Proposed 
Action 

Wildl~e 
Fligh~: Mino~ shod-term p h y ~ o ~ c ~  effec~ 

on aNmaN in the immediate area of ~rcraft flight or 
veNc~ use resu~ primarily from auditory stress and, 
wi~ Nrger animN~ stress from ~ewing an alien 
objeck A~mNs shoed be affec~d proportionN~ to 
thek proximity to ~ e  ~rcraft. ActuN phy~cN effe~s 
from the lowe~ of overfl~hN would be stress crea~d 
by runNng or flying from the Nrcraft, ~haling dust 
and s~ess ~om human co.ac ts .  

The monRoring and survey flights wo~d provNe 
benefits to Nghorn shee N male dee~ javetina and 
peregrine falcon by allowing the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department and ~e  BLM to continue dma 

c o H e ~ n  on wildli~ pop~ations and habhaL These 
d~a enaNe the two agencies to make informed 
decisions concerning management Nsue~ The dma N 
Nso used to observe population changes that may be 
caused by climatic sN~s, ~ e  or habkat 
Nmrm~ns. Wkh tNs action, data collection occurs ~ 
• e same times as in ~e  past, allow~g ~ r  
compa~sons through time. 

Wilderness 
Flight :  The wi~erne~ v~ues of nmuralness 

and opportunhies for s~hude and primitive rec~afion 
would be ~mporari~ imp~red or dimin~hed by the 
s~hts, sounds or o~er  e~dence of ~ r a f l  with~ 
wi~erness. Impacm on wilderness v~ues and use~ 
wo~d only occur during the duration of the flight and 
w o r d  cease upon departur~ 

The ~ghts and sounds of ~rcrafl operation on 
wilderness v~ues and ~ d i v ~ u ~  wi~erne~ visitors 
wo~d be sho~-~rm impact .  These impac~ wo~d 
vary w~h the duration and purpose of the flight, ~ze 
of the wi~emess, time of year and sensitivity of the 
use~ The audio and visu~ effec~ of a s ~ g ~  flight 
operation could pervade over a hrge portion of ~e  
wilderness. Flig~ in~u~ons over the wi~erness 
cou~ occur up m I9 days each year, with several 
hours of flight time pos~ble each day. This flight 
time wou~ not ~1 occur within wilderness but ~so in 
adjacent non-wilderness land~ Unle~ a ~gn~  is 
receNed from a radio-collared bighorn sheep in a 
wilderness, mo~ of the fligh~ would rem~n above 
2,000 ~et. 

A ~ t o ~ s  perception of n~ur~ness and 
opportunities for solitude could be imp~red by ~ghts 
and sounds from ~ r a f t .  Flights wo~d  ~mr~re  with 
f is i~r  perception and expectation of a landscape free 
of human activity and the n~ural q~e t  expe~ed in 
wflderne~. Mo~ove~ the auracfiveness of the 
wilderness as a setting for unencumbered primitive 
recreation oppoau~ties co~d dec~ne for users su~e~  
to the presence of ~ r a f t .  Some wilderness users 
would find the mecha~zed activity more n ~ e a b ~  
and objectionable than others. 

The duration of mechan~ed impac~ cou~ 
continue at varying levds for up to 19 days. Census 
flights conduced ~ September and October and 
peregrine flights conduced in earIy spring have the 
p~ent i~ to affect more f i~ to~  than summer flight~ 
Peregrine flights am u~ikely, ~though po~ibl~ to 
occur during the duration of this plan; therefore, 
impac~ are antMpa~d to be Iow or nonexis~nL 
Tdem~ry  f l i g ~  although conduced throughout all 
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seasons, are expected to have little impact on vishors 
as the flights will rarely fly below 2,000 feet. Since 
1990, three collared bighorn sheep have been detected 
in the Aubrey Peak Wilderness. Current~, seven 
collared bighorn sheep could potentiNly be found in 
this wfldernes~ 

Barrier~ patrols and Ngns: The combination of 
these actions would effectively ~imin~e N1 
wilderness intrusions by motor vehi~e~ This would 
Nlow visitors the opportunity to enjoy wilderness 
solitude in a natural setting wkhout being di~urbed by 
the sight or sound of motor veh i c~  Also, by 
eliminating traffic on hi~ofic vehicle ways, 
revegetation of these rou~s would eventuNly improve 
the overall natural charac~r of the areas. A minor 
decrease in visual quNity would occur Nong the 
boundary of the wilderness in the areas of the 
barriers. The decrease in quNity would only be 
apparent ~om short distances ~om the ba~iers. 

Visitor use: Vis~or use is expec~d to increase 
under this Nternative: therefore, there would be a 
decrease in the opportunity for sNitudm Also, with 
the increase in visitors comes an increase in fire tings 
and other evidence of ~mporary human occupation of 
an area, which would decrease the cu~ent state of 
naturNness found in the area. 

Special Status Species 
Flight:  To apply effective managemen~ s p e ~  

status species habitat and populations mu~ be 
accurmdy defined and mo~tored through time. Low- 
level reconn~ssance will greatly enhance the abilky to 
de~ct and subsequently inventory and mo~tor (by 
foot or horseback) peregdne falcon nesting ha~tat. 
This less time-consuming, more cost-effective, 
methodology will pro~de high-qu~ity d~a in a 
shorter timefram~ ~ will h~p BLM and Ar~ona 
Game and Fish Department managers and b io log~  
make more accura~ and tim~y deepens and 
~commend~ions contributing to the recovery of these 
species. 

Imp~mentation of the proposed action is not 
likely to adve~dy affect the endange~d pe~grine 
falcon and will not adve~dy affect dese~ t o ~ s e .  

Because of the unknown d ~ u t i o n  ~ u s  and 
habitat parameters of other sped~ status species 
(spoaed bin, C~ifornia ~a~nosed bat, gre~er wes~rn 
mastiff b~, Hu~ap~ southern pocket gophe~ Yavap~ 
Arizona pocket mouse, chuckw~h, rosy boa and 
loggerhead sh~ke), a detai~d asse~ment of impac~ 
cannot be made. Howeve~ there are no an t i c~ed  
negative impac~ to these species. 

Visitor use: As v~hor use increases, contac~ 
between humans and ~ s  will ~ e a s e .  

Impacts Resul ng from 
Im ementation of the No Action 
ARerna ve 

Wildlife 
Flight: This alt~native wou~ have none of ~e 

negative impac~ on wildli~ w~ch come ~om flight 
op~ations. Howeve~ the ~ f f i c ~  of o ~ n g  ~e 
in~rmation and knowledge, now profided by survey 
and telemetry f l ~ s ,  through the uti~zation of 
non-aed~ m~hods w~ ~ad to a serious loss of 
qu~i~ ~ rma t ion .  Those decisions made by the 
BLM and Ar~ona Game and Fish Department would 
be based on ~we~qu~i~ wil~i~ moni~fing dma. 

Re~riction of aeda~mechanized infusions for 
w~ter development ~specfi~n and supp~mentation 
may ~sd t  in ddays in ~ese actifities ~ ~e 
detrimem of ~e wHdli~ ~sou~es. 

Wilderness 
The no ~fion ~ternative would have no impa~ 

on wi~erne~ v~ues of n~uralne~ and oppoaunities 
~r  primitive ~c~ation and solitude. Cu~em 
con&tio~ world ~m~n ~e same. 

Special Status Species 
To ap~y effective habhat managemen~ speci~ 

st~us species habitat areas mua be a c c u ~  defined 
and mo~mmd through time. Restricting habitat 
inventories to ground survey ~ch~ques will 
s~f ican t ty  d e c ~ e  ~e ability m ~enti~ and 
~ven~ry pmenti~ haNtat, and consequently reduce 
the BLM's and Ar~ona Game and Fish Departmenfs 
managemem effectivene~ for ~covery of ~e 
pe~gdne falcon. 

The ~ d c t i o n  on conducting aeri~ haN~t and 
pop~ation m o ~ d n g  surveys in ~e Aubrey Peak 
W i ~ n e s s  wou~ po~ntially dday documentation of 
nesting effo~s ~ r  ~e  peregrine falcon. This is due to 
e ~ m d y  limi~d and &fficuk acce~, rough and 
hazardous ~ a i n ,  reaping &fficdties and lack of 
v~i~fi~ due to ve~ic~ rocky ou~rops. Ad~fion~ 
d~tribution in~rmation on this species could ~ay a 
fig~ficam ro~ in conserv~ion effo~s and ~covery 
go~s and ~ch~qu~ uti~zed for t~s species. The 
lowe~qu~i~ in~rmation wou~ be de~imental to 
habitat improvemem effoas, managemem 
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de~sionmaking and st~us re~ew~ BLM and 
Arizona Game and Fish Department contributions 
toward overMl recovery of this endange~d spe~es 
wo~d move at a ~ower pace and be of less 
~g~ficanc~ Management and conservation of 
endangered species and thek h a b ~  is mand~ed for 
~1 ~der~ agen~es under the Endange~d Specks 
AcL 

The impac~ to the special status spe~es wou~ 
be the same as those described under the proposed 
action. 

Cumulative Impacts 

Proposed Action 

WHdl~e 
The ~ m ~ a t i ~  effe~ of ~1 p m p ~  f l ~ s  ~ d  

v e ~ e  uses wilt not sig~ficanfly ~fect the ~ldl i~  
population~ N o n - w i ~ ~  ~ c ~  ~g~ficanfly 
m~e ~ e  by huma~ opiating akcraft, ~ u v w h ~ b  
dri~ ~ ,  all-te~a~ ~ ~ d  m o ~ l e s .  
h compari~n, w i r e t a p s  p m ~ s  wildli~ ~ 
qu~g un~urbed ,  ha~tm ~eas. 

Wilderness 
~ig~s  conduced ~ r  wi~ bu~o manageme~ 

wh~  ~gregated wi~ wildli~ m ~ a ~ m ~ t  ~ g ~ s  
wit  ~ c ~ e  ~e  fike~hood ~ ~ g a t i ~  affe~ng 
~ '  w~derness experience b e c ~  ~ ~ c ~  the 
numb~s of days p ~  year th~ ~ co~d be 
~fecled ty  ~ese ~tru~ons. 

Special Status Species 
~ e  ~ ~ ~ t  ~ a ~ c ~ d  ~ t ~  ~ g ~ s  

or ~ e  uses ~ in ~ w i ~ s ~  Non- 
w ~ m ~ s  ~cdve  fig~ficanfly mo~ use by h ~ a n s  
~ a ~ ,  ~ u ~ w ~ d f i ~  ~ h ~  ~ b ~ n  
~ h ~ s  ~ d  m ~ o ~ y c ~  ~ comp~son, ~ e ~ s  
p m ~ d ~  ~ ~ t h  q ~  un~sm~e~ ~ 

No Action (Current Managemen  
Aiternat e 

Wildlife 
D e ~  ~ghom s~ep ~ g m ~ t a t i ~  wo~d h~e  ~ 

contin~ ~ be han~ed on a c ~ b y ~ e  bails, w~ch 
~ q ~ s  morn time ~ d  effo~ ~ ~ e  ~ n ~ r m  
~an~ng of the pmp~ed ~fion. 

M o ~ f i c ~  ~ w f l ~  fac~ti~ wouM be 
h ~  on a ~ s ~ b ~  b~i~ ~q~ring mo~ time 
~ d  effo~ ~an the "one-time" ~an~ng ~ d  an~yfis 
~ ~e  ~ acti~. 

With~t  ~tab~hing ~ d a r d s  ~ d  m o ~ r i ~  t ~  
~ c ~ n ~  ~ e  ~ r  ~ s  ~ ~ ,  impacts ~ 
~ldlife caused ~ ~cre~c~sts ,  e.g., gampli~ of 
~ g ~ o n  ~ d  ~rassme~ ~ w ~ i ~ ,  wo~d be 
• ~ c ~ t  ~ ~ntroL 

Special Status Species 
Without estab~s~ng standards and monitoring the 

recreation~ use of this wildernes~ impac~ to speci~ 
stmus spe~es caused by recreatio~s,  e.~, 
hara~ment, codd be ~fficdt  to con~oL Howeve~ 
po~nfi~ adve~e impacts to peregrine fa~ons 
resdfing ~om the no action at~rnative are unlikel~ 

ConsuRa on and 
Coordination 

See Part VI of this plan for details. 

MRigation Measures 
Operating procedures thin ~duce impacts ~ all 

nmur~ ~ s o u ~  have been b~h ~ the proposed 
action so there is no need ~r  mitigatiom 
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Appendix A 
F 

Major Plant Species Found in the Aubrey Peak Wilderness 

: ~ ; ; . . . . . . .  : P l a n t  ~ 
/ i i i i i  i i 

Creosotebush (Larrea tridentata) 

X 

X 

White bursage (Ambrosia dumosa) 

Whi~ bfitflebush (Encelia farinosa) 

Joshua tree (Yucca brevifolia) 

Nevada Mormon tea (Ephedra nevade~is) 

X 

! 

X 

X 

X 

X X 

X 

Mormon tea (Ephedra trifi~rca) 
I I  

White ratany (Krame~qa grayii) 
I I  

,, Rayless golden-head (Acamptopappus spp.) 

Whitestem paperflower (Psilotrophe copperii) 
| 1  

Desert globemallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua) 
I I  

X 

X 

X 
1 

X 
1 

X 

X 

X X 

Rat ear (Coldania tequ~ia) 

ilSaguaro(Carnegieagigantea) 

! Barrel cactus (Ferocacms sp.) 
~ 

,, Pencil cho~a (Opuntia arbuscula) 

] PincusNon cactus (Mamtnillaria spp;) 

1 Ande~on wN~e~y  (~vcium andersoniO 
i L  

i 

~ Beavertait (Echinocereus engehnanii) 
I I  

X 

X X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Ca~law (Acacia greggii) 
| 1  

.. I n . g o  bush (Da~a sp.) 

Slender janusia (Janusia gracilis) 
I |  

Patoverde (Cercidium floridum) 
I ~ 

X 

X 

X 

X X 
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Appendix B 

Steps to Full Fire Suppression: 
Aubrey Peak Wilderness 

In~rm ~e Area Mana~r or Acting Area 
M a n ~  of a tim in the wi~eme~. 

De~gn~e an ~iti~ att~k Inddent Commander. 

U~ng ground or aerial reconn~ssanc~ determine: 

• ~ l o c ~ ,  s ~  ~ e  of s ~  and 
~ h ~  

• c ~ m  ~ ~ e  ~ds ,  wemh~ and 
~ ~  ~c~d~g  ~ c ~ s  of nmurM 
~ s  and 

• t ~  to 1~, w ~ e ~  or sensitive 
w~dem~s ~sou~es. 

Authority is given to the Incident 
Commander to fly at levels b~ow 2000 feet in 
reconnaissance effo~s when h h determined to be 
the minimum tool to assess the fire. 

Inform the D i s ~ t  Manager of the fire. 

. 

mo~ri~d earthmovi~ ~ p m e n t  and 
~ ~  of ~ w  h ~ p o m  m ~  be u n ~ a ~ n  
with Area M a n ~  ~pmv~ when they ~e t ~  
mi~mum tool ~cessary m me~ wil~rne~ tim 
o~ec~ves. 

Emergency authofi~ ~ ~ven to the Inddent 
Command~ in cons~tation with the Resou~e 
Advisor, ff av~labl~ m use power mo~ and 
~ r a f t  to build ~elicopter or ~r mnke~ fugitive 
ret~dant p r e ~ e d )  and ho~ firel~es and ~ 
authorize helicop~r land~g during i~tifl attack 
ifi 

• imminent danger ~ ~ m ~ e s  or peo~e 
e ~  

• significant wildem~s ~ s o u ~  ~e sefiou~y 
t~eatened or 

• the Area Manager or Acting Area Manager 
cann~ be reached within 15 m~mes 
following ~ fi~ ~conn~ance .  

De~gn~e and ~sp~ch a R~o~ce Advisor ~ ~e 
fi~. 

The Area Manager will consult with the In,dent 
Commander and/or Resou~e Adfisor to 
de~rmine the appropriate ~vel of i~ti~ a~ack 
and fire suppres~on s~ategy considering such 
variab~s as wemher condition~ time of year, 
cu~ent and pre~c~d f~e behavior and other 
pertinent ~ o ~ .  

Take action to suppress the fire, utili~ng the 
most effective tactics while con~defing the 
concept of minimum to~. 

Use of ~mpor~y s ~ u ~ u ~  chainsaws, potable 
pump~ i n ~  a~ack ~ r a ~  ~ o w  2000 ~ 
ret~dant ~rcra~ helicop~rs, aeri~ ~nit~n 
~ s ~ m ~  camps ~ wi~emess, mo~rized ve~des, 

10. Complete an e~aped fire ~mation anM~is ff ~e  
tim escap~ iNfiM attack as de~rm~ed by the 
Incident Commander. AnMysis wi~ be comNe~d 
by the Di~rict Nm Management Offices Area 
Manager, InNdent Commander and Resource 
Adv~or. 

11. A memorandum will be complied by the Area 
Manager describing the use of motorized 
vehicles/mechanized equipment following the fire, 

• with a copy subm~d  to the Stme Director. 

IZ The Resource Advisor will consuk with the 
Incident Commander to complete the wilderness 
pos~fire report. 

13. All human impacts created during suppression 
efforts will be reclaimed following the fire. 
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Glossary 
~ u s :  Made up of or ha~ng some ~ o u n t  of 

c ~ d ~  c ~ o n ~  ~03~ 
~ h  ~ survey ~he extent and o w n e ~ p  of 

~ .  
~ na~ml e ~ l  ~ :  ~ e  con~fion 

of the pu~ic range thin exam when m ~ n t  

oNectives ~ approved land u~  and activi~ Nans 
have been acNeved ~at will sustain h e n r y  
pop~ations of wild ho~es and bu=o~ wildli~ 
and live~ock on public lands and p r o ~  ~e 
desired plant communi~ from d~efiorafion. 
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