
 Good morning, everyone. Thank you for coming today.  As you have just heard, 
my name is Ondray Harris, and I am the Director of the U.S. Department of Justice’s 
Community Relations Service -- also known as CRS.  It is a privilege to be here today to 
unveil the CRS exhibit in the museum and to pay tribute to those who paved the way for 
Civil Rights reform in America.  This weekend marks the anniversary of a dark day in 
our history.  Forty-one years ago, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated mere steps 
away from this auditorium.  The role that he played in advancing the Civil Rights cause 
cannot be overstated.  Martin Luther King, Jr. lived and died for the Civil Rights cause.  
King's simple appeal for equality became the great struggle for which he gave his life.  

 Nevertheless, Dr. King’s demands for justice and equality did not quell his desire 
for peace.  His love for this country never faltered, even as he reminded us all of 
America’s unfulfilled promises to African Americans.  Without cynicism, King worked 
to inspire change.  He sought a resolution that would unite -- a method that would heal.  
And while he did not live to see his dreams realized, I trust that he would be proud of our 
progress. 

 Today, we acknowledge the role that the Community Relations Service has played 
in bringing forth Dr. King’s vision for this country.   Created by the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, the mission of CRS was to become the “Nation’s Peacemaker,” an ambitious 
undertaking during a time in the 1960’s when conflicts between blacks and whites were 
not only real and heartbreaking -- but sometimes violent.  CRS is unique because we are 
the only Federal government agency tasked with the great responsibility of bringing 
racial conflict to peaceful conclusions.  Therefore, CRS's congressional mandate is just as 
important today as it was 45 years ago.  

 At the time of CRS's creation in the 60s, “race relations” primarily referred to 
conflicts between “blacks and whites," however, from the 1960’s to present day the 
Agency has worked with communities of ALL racial and ethnic backgrounds -- to restore 
community stability, when such stability is threatened by violence and civil unrest.  CRS 
trailblazers such as Ozell Sutton and Fred Crawford work tirelessly in communities 
across America -- many times disregarding their own safety and welfare.  In fact, Mr. 
Sutton is living history. It will service you well to take some time to talk with him and 
hear the stories of how there were times that he reasonably feared for his life while 
working in the field for CRS, for America -- for you.   

 Today, CRS - and America - face ever-changing racial demographics and socio-
economic shifts that can cause tensions in our communities.  With these changes, CRS 
works to resolve disputes and prevent violence that often divides neighborhoods, 



diminishes the effectiveness of schools, and stunts the capacity of communities to reach 
their full potential.  

 Therefore, although it is important for us to reflect on African-American historic 
struggle and to focus today on the Civil Rights Movement, we must strive to promote 
peace among ALL racial groups in the United States.  For the American ideas of equality 
to persist, we must allow the words "I have a dream..." to transcend the aspirations of any 
single race.  We must be a nation of inclusion. A nation of tolerance.  A nation of 
compassion.  As I have stated many times before: we must endeavor to embrace each 
other first and foremost as Americans -- steadfastly united in the concept of "the 
universality of freedom and equality for all people." 

 In sum, as Dr. King said 46 years ago:“We cannot walk alone.” So today, I ask 
that each one of you assist me in this noble cause.  Only if we recognize TOGETHER 
where we have been and acknowledge where we are now- can we reach where we want 
to go.  As Dr. King said, “Human progress is neither automatic nor inevitable... Every 
step toward the goal of justice requires sacrifice, suffering, and struggle, and the tireless 
exertions and passionate concern of dedicated individuals.”  CRS, throughout its history, 
has continued to lead in this effort towards racial progress and harmony.  As the Director 
of CRS, I pledge to continue to work with communities across America in accomplishing 
the honorable goal – of ending race, color, and national origin conflicts. 

Thank you all for coming today. Thank you. 


