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By R. Eden Martin :

wWhal kind afpcfson sJudge David Hackett Sou_ul’
'S for th s

chusche:snmawd]knownptﬁhcﬁgme,

have; scrambiled the past several weeks to find people *

who knew ium and ¢ould help answer that

In 50 scrambling, they discovered many ts i the”

Judge’s law school class who do not remember hum.

Souler and 1 were proclors and freshman advisors
ogether at Hanvard College for two years, from 1964-
66 Qur 3ob was 10 bve in the (reshman residence
with the freshmen, provide personal and acndemlc
Launschn%: and make surc that college rules were
followed For these services, we received our toom and
hoard, which was a significant part of cur law school
eapenses

Souter was then in his second and thurd years at
Ilarvard Law School and [ was 1n my first and second.
We lived 1n adpcent entnics in Straus Hall, a freshman
residencs hall at the comer of Hatvard Yard, next 10
HMarvard Square. Because proctonng was me
con: , and also because we ved and ate our
meals in the Yard rather than at the law school, many
Y student proctors did not become pamuu!arl well
kngwn o thew law school classrates.

‘The news articles about Judge Souter have been
generally accurale cxocm for a u:ndancy to pmm hin
as soméwhiat bookash and anusoeal. That piiure
vould hot be more inaccurate. It 18 true, as widely
reported, that Judge Souter has a first-rate mltvd—and
1hat i addition to las, he 1s wadely read in Bistory,
hietagure and |\h\lumphy

(3 1 15 not true thar at Harvard he let s tegal
siudics or tus intelicet mtericre wath his soqal Le
Souter loved a good party, and dated a pumber of
wtelhgent and attracive women  Also, no one was
ucher ac the end of the dav 1o put asde the books,
Tt a firc, uncort a botile of Scotch (usually cheap),
snd jaunch & comsersation an virtvally any subject. No
one i ihe Yard was a bener talker and no one
none interesting things ta say

1o a Midwesterner, Harvard University then seemed
(Inpropol‘\wnmcl\ populated by students from wealthy

1astern fanyhes and prep school backgrounds Despute
his New England ongins, his finc educauon
hackground-~Harvard College and Magdalen Co]iege,
Ovford—and his casy entry to the moze rarcfied social
wiecles, Davd Sourer did not ue fumself (o any nartow
sl group His fanuly was far from wealthy, he
had attended a small public igh school rather than a
prep schoal

\s a prector, he had a natural abiliy o sense when

G mangU A

h:sﬁul\manldvml:nd and a relaxed way
gfceordmg of th dan:ndnmu pervised

to one ] S| our
of the Yard and knew him well,  Souter showed par

ﬁmup included a Ca
ewish student from Mew York, and a small-town

Midwesterner from dcwmstale ilinots

Some reporters have wondered why he did not
gﬂduaieuthevewwpufhrslaw school class. I 1s an
inkeresting question. Personally, [ do not doubt that he
could have. Hewasmmetopoﬂusclassmcoﬂeg:
and won the Rhodes Scholarstap No one who knows
kumn doubts hus unusual imelectual gifis.

1 thank the answer hes i large part in his values
The law school was full of smart people
get the best in arder 10 qualify Mw or
pommmvn mpfn-msandoommms. In thas.

m vely-charw Daudm
compulsive about grade competition anyone

1 knew, He had already hpmjmsdf maemmnyn —
ma‘ﬂlecol!eseand aleford Also, e hadno
tnterest mworkmgon Wall Street or LaSalle Street

R Lden Mastin s a Chieago lawder and a
homoert

1 hum saning several umes, only hall in
Jesd, that e intended to go back home. practice law
and rmse pigs Money may not have been 101ally

hr »mmmw owmnﬂ 'D T

21990, Pachend Mihsturd, 109 Angeivs T Syrchomme

urelevani, but 1t ranked pretty low on hus personal

proriry hist. Besides, a grind would have
|nted‘ered aith hes social We. So Souter studsed what
he enjoyed, did very well when he worked at 11, and
ow managed Lo do well enough even when he
was not fully engaged by the subject
Il confirmed, Dawd Souter will obviously not bnng
an empty mind (o the Supreme Coun, but st will also
not be a closed one Like Justice Holmes, another
hHarvardh:fa.nkee gnd one glf %ci_uten‘s ntelleciual H
eroes, he 15 UEEDIW e and change. He
15 mot po!mmf or partisan sense of
the word, and hus nundamtpetmahrymmo nch
and oornplu ta be assigned to a particular place on
the tradiuonal polincal spectrum.
Prechamghow be wall dncﬂepamcmarusuualw
kv business, However, one may safely predict that
he respect the olmﬁanlmlntmufmelnmrted
role of counts mn a d

support
§ , bely expression, #nd the prowectrons of

c pm and equal protection embodied 10 the
Constitubion,

Omne might even venture to predict thar, hke Justios
Holmes, he wall from time to bme surpnise the
president who nonminated hum 1o serve on our highest
court
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