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WASHINGTOK —President Bush, seek-
mg o defuse & pohtical hght already brew-
ing over s {irst vacancy on the Supreme
Courl, struck quickly by choosing a conser-
vative jurist with no paper trail on abor-
g,

Ln nominating Judge David H. Souter of
New Hampshire, President Bush chose a
SIRICL construchionst who he hopes will sat-
15fy conservatives, but @ man whose lack
of any aﬂﬂmﬂ%;ﬂmﬂw;r

( make him accepiable 10 moderates 1o the

party. Ard by moving within 72 hours of -
getting an opening. resident short-eir-
culted efio] r
2 nominee that took their side on the abar:
LOYTESIE.
—TT. Souter, who will turn 5¥ during his
§enale confirmation hearings this fall, 1s a
former member of the New Hampshire Su-
preme Court. State courts, however, rarely
hear abortion cases. in his current post on
the federal bench, as 3 member of the U.S.
Farst Circust Court of Appeals in Boston,
e has spent exactly one day hearing
cases. During s corfirmnation proceedings
for that job—he was eventually approved
unanimously—he 10l the Senate he had
@ven no speeches worthy of reporting.

“He doesn't talk much about abortion,
even 10 lus closest friepds.” says Thomas
Fatt,, a former New Hampshire anorney
genera!.

Mr. Souter doesn’t have any reputation
for the kind of conservative judicial acuv-
151 that aroused fierce opposition 1o Presi-

en! Rearan's nominaton of Robert Bork
n 1987. “He 15n'l 2 politician or an jdeo-

gue, and he's not much afiecied bv con-
emporary . says
GreZamy Hh, another former New

Rampshire storney general. __ ..

Democrats in the New Hamnpshi

senate, 253, "I can't say mm;h:gaﬁ
about hum." Mr. Blaisdell's words may
carry some extra weight in Washingion: -

decide on Judge Somer :::ninanon. w
Blaisdell is ofiering 1o speak to Sen. Byder,

on the Judge's behalf,

. “He'l interpret the law,” Mr. Blaisdell
says of Judge Souter. “He won'l be there
representing ane sige or the other ™

1n one ¢f Judge Souter's few acuions re-
garding abortion, he yoined with a majority
on the New Hampshire Supreme Court i .
1986 ruling that a2 woman who gave birth o
a senwously deformed child could sue her
doctors because she wasn't adeguately in-
formed of abortion as an option in her
case, That decisian may give pause to anti- )
abortion aclvisis, who generally see such

“wronglul birth™ decisions as promoting
abortion. On the other hand, Judge Souter
wrote T con-

cerr: that the rubing would require doctors

{6 engare o _Abortion COUNSENDE Of Ther

Ea_iuents. even :! They om agrnon.
g 10 some O] i

Souter’s selecton follows a behind-the-
scenes campaign waged on his behalf by a
group of New Hampshire Republican polt-
ticaahs led by Sen. Warren Rudman and
lormer Gov. John Sununu. nhow White
House chief of staff. They have been pro-
moting Mr. Souter for the Supreme Court
ever sinceé the Bork nomination failed.
“1t's like having your vounger brother put
on the court,” Mr. Rudman said last night,
Mr. Sununu officially recused himself from
the choice of a successor o the liberal and
actvist Justee William Brennan.

Paul McEachern, 2 Democrat who be-
came an avowed Sunonu adversary in Jos
ing two gubernatonal campatgns to him,
vesterday termed the Souler nominaty
an erminent one. “He's perfeci politicatly.”
he said “'He defuses 2 huge problem for
Bush because he has found a mar with
views that aren't reaily on one side or the
other, They're Dot goME to pin m down
on abortion."

“If they wanted somebody who wasn't
controversial. he would be the )jdeal
choice,” added Rep. Chuck Dougias, 2
New Hampshire Republicih,

By many acceupts, Judge Souter is a
solitary man who loves his books. Hever,
mww
palian, he lives in Wi 2

house distinpuished by a ving room “'so
chufieres w'l% bookE tiere's & path to
wHETE Yo sir-ammone-the-boshs: " savs-
M. RalTRe former STrE BIICTal Be ks &
1956 Harvard Law School graduate and
Rhodes Scholar who drives a dilapidated
car. He hikes in the White Mountains and
has conquered al) the 4,000-feoters in the
gree.

Though ambiguous on abartion, Mr.
Souter's views oh a variery of other issues
are decidedly conservative. On the New
Hampshire Supreme Court he wroté hu-
merous decisions in crunipal cases, gen-
eraliy taking 2 tough stance and recegniz-
ing society’s inte

In 1955, for instance, the New Hamp-
shire court Fuied that the state constitution
barred palice from setring up readblocks to
catch drunken drivers. Judge Souier was
the only dissenter, saving the teclimgue
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