
As the Research and Special Programs 

Administration’s (RSPA) Acting Ad-

ministrator, I am pleased to introduce this

special issue of the Volpe Journal, which

focuses on the Volpe Center’s security

work. RSPA, as an agency of the U.S.

Department of Transportation (DOT),

provides vital safety and research services

to America’s dynamic multimodal transportation system. As part of

RSPA, the Volpe Center supports RSPA’s mission to make America’s

transportation systems safer and more secure.

I believe that RSPA’s focus on public safety and security should

be seen as a means of ensuring public confidence. This is at the

heart of RSPA’s mission. The Volpe Center’s work contributes to

maintaining a balance between security and economic efficiency, thus

ensuring the nation’s continued industrial competitiveness, especially

in a global economy where intermodal transportation is essential.

Although RSPA has a diverse set of responsibilities, one of RSPA’s

key long-term commitments is to administer a comprehensive haz-

ardous materials safety program to protect the American people

from the risks associated with transporting these materials. The

Journal highlights the Center’s hazardous materials research support

in several areas including protecting U.S. pipelines from cyber

attacks, researching the safe transport of hydrogen fuels, and inves-

tigating the risks of transporting spent nuclear fuel rods.

RSPA’s heritage of traditional safety-related work has prepared its

people for the ongoing and anticipated security measures America

must take in the face of terrorist threats. And the Volpe Center, 

an acknowledged leader in transportation security analysis and 

programs, is a key member of the RSPA team.

Dr. Richard R. John, Dr. John Hopkins, and Bernard E. Blood provided

leadership in preparing this edition of the Volpe Journal and shared their

knowledge and insight into security research and development activities at

the Volpe Center.

We wish to thank the following people for their technical reviews: Robert

J. Adduci, William R. Baron, Bernard E. Blood, Dr. Aviva Brecher, Dr. James

V. Carroll, Allan J. DeBlasio, Michael G. Dinning, Walter E. Gazda, Glenn

W. Goulet, Kevin F. Harnett, Dr. Ruth A. Hunter, Dawn Johnson, Joseph S.

Koziol, Jr., David W. LeCraw, Philip A. Mattson, Charles J. McCarthy, Jack

Publicover, Mark A. Safford, Terrence M. Sheehan, Daniel P. Sullivan, Karen

L. Van Dyke, John J. Wojtowicz, and Henry J. Wychorski, Jr.

The Volpe Journal is published by the Volpe National Transportation

Systems Center, and is distributed free of charge. To be placed on the mail-

ing list, contact Lynn C. Murray at (617) 494-2224 or send e-mail to:

murrayL@volpe.dot.gov.

This document is disseminated under the sponsorship of the

Department of Transportation in the interest of information exchange. The

United States Government assumes no liability for its content or use thereof.

The United States Government does not endorse products or manufactur-

ers. Trade or manufacturers’ names appear herein solely because they are

considered essential to the objective of this publication.
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