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THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT , 
I 

I FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI 
HATTIESBURG DIVISION 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 1 

Plaintiff, ) . * 

L * 

J*, 

1 . ? 

c * 
-\  

j

Civil Action No. 2148(H) 
, 

v. ) *?. +., . . C \ 

* : ., 
- ,  - \ 7 

) 
THE COVINGTON COUNTY SCHOOL ) 
 . o 

.." I+ 

, s<,DISTRICT, et al. 1 
) 

Defendants. 1 

CONSENT DECREE 

On April 28,2005, the United States filed a motion for partial summary judgment, 

challenging the Covington County School District's use of race in its extracwricular programs, 

including the selection of Homecoming honors, class favorites, "Who's Who," class superlatives, 
\ 

and other student honors. As indicated by the signatures of their counsel below, the parties have 

consented tb resolve this issue by agreeing to the set forth below. 

After reviewing its terms, the COU* has determined that this agreement is reasonable, 

consistent with all legal requirements and in the interest of justice. 

THEREFORE IT IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that: 

The Covington County School District shall, beginning with the 2005-2006 school year, 

cease any practices utilizing a student's race, color or national origin in the selection of or 
1 

eligibility for participation in any extracurricular activity, including the selection of Homecoming 
- ' .  , 

honors, class favorites, "Who's Who," class superlatives, or other student honors. 

The District shall develop written racially non-discriminatory policies governing the 

' Covington County schools' selection of ~ o m e c o m i n ~  honors, class favorites, "Who's Who," 



I 

class superlatives, or other student honors. The District shall disseminate the new policies to all 
,I 

of its employees and students. Within sixty (60) days of the entry of this Consent Decree, the 

District shall provide the United States with copies of the new policies as well as copies of any 

new policies or procedures adopted by an individual school to govern its selection of 

Homecoming honors, class favorites, "Who's Who," class superlatives, or other student honors. 

Before the end of the 2005-2006 school year, the District shall provide information to the 

United States sufficient to demonstrate that the District's new race-neutral policies have been 

implemented by the Covington County schools. Such information shall include at minimum a 

copy of each ofihe District's high school yearbooks for the 2005-2006 school year. 

All orders not inconsistent herewith remain in full force and effect. 



? THE UNDERSIGNED CONSENT TO THE ENTRY OF THIS ORDER. 

FOR THE DEFENDANT: 


&-I- 5 .  b 
HOLMES S. ADAMS (MS Bar No. 1 126) 

JAMES A. KEITH (MS Bar No. 3546) 

JOHN S. HOOKS (MS Bar No. 99175) 

Adams & Reese LLP 

11 1 Capitol Building, Suite 350 

11 1 East Capitol Street 

P.O. Box 24297 

Jackson, MS 39225-4297 

(601) 292-0723 

TOMMY B. ROGERS (MS Bar No. 5653) 
P.O. Box 1415 

, Collins, MS 39428 
' (601) 765-8235 

FOR THE PLAINTIFF: 

BRADLEY J. SCHLOZMAN 
Acting Assistant Attorney General 

JEREMIAH GLASSMAN 
JAVIER M. GUZMAN 
DANIEL S. GORDON 
WILLIAM RHEE 
Attorneys 
United States Department of Justice 
Civil Rights Division 
Educational Opportunities Section 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. -PHB 
Washington, DC 20530 
(202) 5 14-4092 


