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specify how LEAs in the State use 
Innovative Program funds under Part A 
of Title V; and (3) the authority to, in 
turn, enter into performance agreements 
with four to ten LEAs in the State (half 
of which must be high poverty LEAs), 
permitting those LEAs to consolidate 
certain Federal funds and to use those 
funds for any ESEA purpose consistent 
with the SEA’s State-Flex plan. The 
purpose of State-Flex is to assist SEAs 
and LEAs in those states to meet the 
State’s definition of adequate yearly 
progress (AYP) and narrowing 
achievement gaps. 

Written requests for information 
should be addressed to Vivian Reese, 
Department of Education, 400 Maryland 
Avenue, SW., Room 4050, Regional 
Office Building 3, Washington, DC 
20202–4651 or directed to her e-mail 
address Vivian.Reese@ed.gov. Requests 
may also be faxed to 202–708–9346. 
Please specify the complete title of the 
information collection when making 
your request. Comments regarding 
burden and/or the collection activity 
requirements should be directed to 
Kathy Axt at her e-mail address 
Kathy.Axt@ed.gov. Individuals who use 
a telecommunications device for the 
deaf (TDD) may call the Federal 
Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1–
800–877–8339. 
[FR Doc. 02–32095 Filed 12–19–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4000–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Reauthorization of the Higher 
Education Act; Notice of Request to 
Obtain Public Comments Related to 
the Reauthorization of the Higher 
Education Act

SUMMARY: The Secretary of Education 
(Secretary) is soliciting comments and 
recommendations from interested 
parties on proposals for amending and 
extending the Higher Education Act 
(HEA). To facilitate the receipt of these 
comments, the Department has 
established a web site from which users 
can transmit their comments, 
suggestions and ideas to the 
Department.
DATES: We request your comments on or 
before February 28, 2003. If possible, we 
will consider comments received after 
that date.
ADDRESSES: Comments concerning the 
reauthorization of the HEA should be 
transmitted via the Internet: http://
www.ed.gov/offices/OPE/
reauthorization. The Secretary 
encourages interested persons to take 
advantage of this user-friendly web 
interface. Interested persons wishing to 

submit comments by mail may address 
them to Jeffrey R. Andrade, Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Policy, Planning 
and Innovation, Office of Postsecondary 
Education, 1990 K Street, NW., Room 
8046, Washington, DC 20006 
ATTENTION: HEA Reauthorization.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To 
obtain additional information about the 
Department’s reauthorization web 
interface please call Daniel Pollard or 
Jean-Didier Gaina at (202) 502–7575. 

If you use a telecommunication 
device for the deaf (TDD), you may call 
the Federal Information Relay Service 
(FIRS) at 1–800–877–8339. 

Individuals with Disabilities may 
obtain this document in an alternative 
format (e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, or computer diskette) on 
request to the person listed under 
ADDRESSES.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: As we 
begin to consider proposals to 
reauthorize the HEA, we look to ensure 
that the significant amounts of funding 
for the programs authorized in the HEA 
are wisely spent. We also look to build 
upon successful program results in 
providing access to students and 
improving the quality of postsecondary 
education. 

Background 

Since the last reauthorization of the 
HEA in 1998, funding for the programs 
authorized under the HEA has increased 
significantly. Notably, the amount of 
Federal student aid available has been 
increased by $23 billion between 1998 
and 2002. The fiscal year 2002 
appropriations bill signed by President 
Bush on January 10, 2002, increased the 
Federal student aid available to students 
through the grant, loan, and work-study 
programs authorized by the HEA to a 
record $69 billion for an estimated 8.1 
million students. The President’s fiscal 
year 2003 budget request would provide 
Federal student aid to an additional 
340,000 students. 

Many of these increases have been 
directed to those HEA programs that 
serve the neediest students. For 
example, the Pell Grant maximum was 
increased from $3,000 in 1998 to $4,000 
in 2002, and funding for the Pell Grant 
program has increased from $7.3 billion 
in 1998 to $10.3 billion in 2002. The 
amount appropriated for the Work-
Study program increased 22 percent 
from 1998 to 2002 to more than $1 
billion. 

The period since the last 
reauthorization of the HEA has been a 
period of constant change and rapid 
growth for the Federal student loan 
programs. Education loans have become 

a valuable source of postsecondary 
student aid for many students and 
parents. The total amount borrowed 
annually, including consolidation loans, 
under the two major Federal loan 
programs, the Federal Family Education 
Loan (FFEL) Program-formerly the 
Guaranteed Student Loan (GSL) 
Program—and the William D. Ford 
Federal Direct Loan (Direct Loan) 
Program, has increased more than 50 
percent, from $36 billion in fiscal year 
1998 to an estimated $55 billion in 
fiscal year 2002. 

Funding has also increased 
significantly for programs that aim to 
expand access and encourage first-
generation, low-income, college 
students to attend and complete college. 
In fiscal year 2002, the Federal TRIO 
programs were funded at $803 million, 
an increase of 52 percent from 1998. 
These programs serve more than 
850,000 at-risk students by providing 
outreach and support services, as well 
as information about postsecondary 
opportunities. Gaining Early Awareness 
and Readiness for Undergraduate 
Programs (GEAR UP) has grown 
significantly since its inception in 1998 
and in fiscal year 2002 was funded at 
$285 million and serves 1.2 million 
students. Taken together, these 
programs represent more than $1 billion 
each year in annual funding and 
provide services to 2.1 million students 
from low-income families to help them 
enter and complete postsecondary 
education. 

Funding for programs authorized by 
Title III of the HEA that strengthen the 
quality of institutions that serve large 
numbers of disadvantaged and minority 
students has also been increased since 
1998. Specifically, funding for 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities (HBCUs) and Historically 
Black Graduate Institutions (HBGIs) has 
increased by 74 percent and 96 percent, 
respectively. Funding has also been 
increased for the Strengthening 
Institutions program to improve the 
academic quality, institutional 
management, and fiscal stability of a 
wide range of postsecondary institutions 
that serve large numbers of financially 
needy students by 33 percent. 

Funding for the Hispanic-serving 
Institutions (HSIs) program authorized 
by Title V of the HEA has increased by 
$75 million—a six-fold increase. This 
program provides significant support to 
expand and enhance the academic 
quality, institutional management, fiscal 
stability, and self-sufficiency of the 
colleges and universities that enroll 
large percentages of Hispanic students. 

The emerging importance of 
American higher education in the 
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international arena has also been 
reflected in the amount of funding for 
programs in this area. Appropriations 
for international education and foreign 
language studies have increased 63 
percent from 1998 to 2002.

Many of the programs authorized 
under the HEA work well and provide 
a strong foundation of support for 
higher education. Some need to be made 
more effective in achieving better 
results. As part of reauthorization, we 
will consider how to make the HEA 
programs work better and complement 
the President’s efforts to ensure that all 
Federal programs focus on stronger 
accountability for results. 

Goals and Objectives for HEA 
Reauthorization 

The Department’s goal is to develop 
proposals that will best use the 
significant levels of funding for the HEA 
programs, build upon the successful 
results in those programs, improve the 
quality of and access to postsecondary 
education, promote greater emphasis on 
achieving results, improve student 
achievement, and ensure accountability 
for taxpayer funds. 

The Secretary has already established 
several goals and objectives in the 
Department’s strategic plan that relate 
directly to the programs authorized 
under the HEA: 

Enhance the Quality of and Access to 
Postsecondary and Adult Education 

• Reduce the gaps in college access 
and completion among student 
populations differing by race/ethnicity, 
socioeconomic status, and disability 
while increasing the educational 
attainment of all. 

• Enhance efforts to prepare low-
income and minority youth for college. 

• Increase public communication 
about postsecondary options. 

• Improve student support services. 
• Highlight effective strategies for 

nontraditional students. 
• Provide support to students with 

disabilities. 

Strengthen Accountability of 
Postsecondary Institutions 

• Refine the teacher quality 
accountability system mandated by Title 
II of the HEA. 

• Create a reporting system on 
retention and completion that is useful 
for State accountability systems. 

Establish Effective Funding Mechanisms 
for Postsecondary Education 

• Investigate postsecondary funding 
strategies. 

• Improve the efficiency of the 
Federal student aid process. 

Strengthen HBCUs, HSIs, and Tribal 
Colleges and Universities (TCUs)

• Offer technical assistance for 
planning, implementation, and 
evaluation. 

• Assist in promoting the technology 
infrastructure of institutions serving 
low-income and minority students. 

• Collaborate with HBCUs, HSIs, and 
TCUs on K–12 improvement efforts. 

Develop and Maintain Financial 
Integrity and Management and Internal 
Controls 

• Increase the use of performance-
based contracting. 

Manage Information Technology 
Resources Using Electronic 
Communication and Record Storage, to 
Improve Services for our Customers and 
Partners 

• Encourage customers to conduct 
business with the Department on-line. 

Modernize the Federal Student Aid 
Programs and Reduce Their High-Risk 
Status 

• Create a more efficient Federal 
student aid delivery system. 

• Improve program monitoring. 

Achieve Budget and Performance 
Integration to Link Funding Decisions to 
Results 

• Document program effectiveness. 
In addition, the Department also plans 

to apply its Department-wide objectives 
to programs authorized under the HEA: 

Link Federal Education Funding to 
Accountability for Results 

• Create performance-based grants. 

Increase Flexibility and Local Control 

• Increase flexibility for grantees and 
recipients within Federal Programs 

Increase Information and Options for 
Parents 

• Expand choice in Federal programs. 

Encourage the Use of Scientifically 
Based Methods Within Federal 
Education Programs 

• Revise grant applications to reflect 
scientifically based research. 

• Work with the Congress to embed 
scientifically based research in all 
Federal programs. 

Improve the Performance of All High 
School Students 

• Increase learning options for 
students. 

Improve Teacher and Principal Quality 

• Reduce barriers to teaching for 
highly qualified individuals. 

• Improve the quality of teacher 
preparation programs.

Leverage the Contributions of 
Community- and Faith-Based 
Organizations To Increase the 
Effectiveness of Department Programs 

• Provide technical assistance and 
outreach. 

• Remove regulatory barriers to the 
full participation of faith-based 
organizations. 

• Implement novice applicant 
procedures. 

• Eliminate statutory barriers to full 
participation of faith-based 
organizations. 

Questions for Public Comment 

We are seeking comments and 
recommendations on the issues and 
ideas presented here, as well as the 
following questions, as we begin to 
consider proposals for the 
reauthorization of the HEA. 

a. How can we improve access and 
promote additional educational 
opportunity for all students, especially 
students with disabilities, within the 
framework of the HEA? How can the 
Federal Government encourage greater 
persistence and completion of students 
enrolled in postsecondary education? 

b. How can existing HEA programs be 
changed and made to work more 
efficiently and effectively? In what ways 
do they need to be adapted or modified 
to respond to changes in postsecondary 
education that have occurred since 
1998? 

c. How can the HEA programs be 
changed to eliminate any unnecessary 
burdens on students, institutions, or the 
Federal Government, yet maintain 
accountability of Federal funds? How 
can program requirements be simplified, 
particularly for students? 

d. How can we best prioritize the use 
of funds provided for postsecondary 
education and the benefits provided 
under the HEA programs? How can the 
significant levels of Federal funding 
already provided for the HEA programs 
best help to further the goals of 
improving educational quality, 
expanding access, and ensuring 
affordability? 

e. Are there innovative and creative 
ways the Federal Government can 
integrate tax credits, deductions, and 
tax-free savings incentives with the 
Federal student aid programs in the 
HEA to improve access to and choice in 
postsecondary education? 

f. What results should be measured in 
each HEA program to determine the 
effectiveness of that program?

g. Are there other ideas or initiatives 
that should be considered during 
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reauthorization that would improve the 
framework in which the Federal 
Government promotes access to 
postsecondary education and ensures 
accountability of taxpayer funds? 

Invitation To Comment 
Interested persons are invited to 

submit comments and recommendations 
regarding the reauthorization of the 
Higher Education Act. All comments 
submitted in response to this notice will 
be available for public inspection, 
during and after the comment period at 
1990 K Street, NW., 8th floor, 
Washington, DC, between the hours of 
9 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday of each week except Federal 
holidays. 

Electronic Access to This Document 
You may view this document, as well 

as all other Department of Education 
documents published in the Federal 
Register, in text or Adobe Portable 
Document Format (PDF) on the Internet 
at the following site: http://www.ed.gov/
legislation/FedRegister. 

To use PDF you must have Adobe 
Acrobat Reader, which is available free 
at this site. If you have questions about 
using PDF, call the U.S. Government 
Printing Office (GPO), toll free, at 1–
888–293–6498; or in the Washington, 
DC area at (202) 512–1530.

Note: The official version of this document 
is the document published in the Federal 
Register. Free Internet access to the official 
edition of the Federal Register and the Code 
of Federal Regulations is available on GPO 
Access at: http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/
index.html.

Dated: December 16, 2002. 
Sally L. Stroup, 
Assistant Secretary, Office of Postsecondary 
Education.
[FR Doc. 02–32089 Filed 12–19–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4000–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Notice of Intent To Prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement and 
To Conduct Public Scoping Meetings, 
and Notice of Floodplain and Wetlands 
Involvement for Remediation of the 
Moab Uranium Mill Tailings Site in 
Grand County, UT

AGENCY: Department of Energy.
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an 
environmental impact statement and to 
conduct public scoping meetings. 

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(NEPA) and the Department of Energy 
(DOE) NEPA Implementing Procedures 

(10 CFR part 1021), DOE announces its 
intent to prepare an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) to assess the 
potential environmental impacts of 
actions that would remediate 
contaminated soils, tailings, and ground 
water at the Moab Uranium Mill 
Tailings Site (Moab Project Site), Grand 
County, Utah, and contaminated soils in 
adjacent public and private properties 
(vicinity properties) near the Moab 
Project Site. The Moab Project Site is a 
former uranium-ore processing facility. 
In October 2000, the Floyd D. Spence 
National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2001 gave DOE 
responsibility for remediation of the 
Moab Project Site. The Act also 
mandated that the Moab Project Site be 
remediated in accordance with Title I of 
the Uranium Mill Tailings Radiation 
Control Act of 1978, as amended 
(UMTRCA) (42 U.S.C. 7901 et seq.). 
UMTRCA includes vicinity properties 
as part of the project site. As part of the 
evaluation of reasonable alternatives, 
DOE will consider both on-site and off-
site remediation and disposal of tailings 
and contaminated soils. Off-site 
disposal alternatives currently include 
four sites in Utah: Klondike Flats, near 
Moab; Crescent Junction, near the town 
of Crescent Junction and about 20 miles 
east of the town of Green River; the 
White Mesa Mill near the town of 
Blanding; and the East Carbon 
Development Corporation (ECDC) site, 
near East Carbon. 

Because some actions that DOE could 
select would take place in or near 
wetlands or floodplains located on the 
Moab Project Site, the EIS will include 
a floodplain and wetlands assessment 
and a floodplain statement of findings 
in accordance with DOE regulations for 
compliance with floodplain and 
wetlands environmental review 
requirements (10 CFR part 1022). 
Additionally, because of a potential that 
current contamination could be 
impacting critical habitat for threatened 
and endangered fish, or that 
remediation measures could result in 
such impacts, a biological assessment 
under the U.S. Fish and Wildlife’s 
implementing procedures for the 
Endangered Species Act (50 CFR part 
402) will be prepared. 

DOE invites Indian Tribes, 
individuals, organizations, and agencies 
to present oral or written comments 
concerning the scope of the EIS, and the 
floodplain, wetlands, and biological 
assessment(s). DOE also invites Indian 
Tribes and federal, state, and local 
governmental agencies and 
organizations with jurisdiction by law 
or special expertise to participate as 

cooperating agencies in preparing this 
EIS.

DATES: The public scoping period starts 
with the publication of this Notice in 
the Federal Register and will continue 
until February 14, 2003. DOE will 
consider all comments received or 
postmarked by that date in defining the 
scope of this EIS. Comments received or 
postmarked after that date will be 
considered to the extent practicable. 
Public scoping meetings will provide 
the public with an opportunity to 
present comments, ask questions, and 
discuss concerns regarding the EIS with 
DOE officials. The locations, dates, and 
times for the public scoping meetings 
are as follows: 

1. January 21, 2003, Green River, 
Utah—City Hall, 240 East Main Street, 
6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

2. January 22, 2003, Moab, Utah—
Moab Valley Inn, 711 South Main 
Street, 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

3. January 23, 2003 Meetings 
a. White Mesa, Utah—White Mesa Ute 

Tribal Meeting, White Mesa Ute 
Recreation Center, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

b. Blanding, Utah—Navajo Nation 
Meeting, College of Eastern Utah Arts 
and Events Center, 639 W 100 South, 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m. 

c. Blanding Utah—Public Meeting—
College of Eastern Utah Arts and Events 
Center, 639 W 100 South, 6 p.m. to 10 
p.m. 

4. January 28, 2003, East Carbon—Old 
City Hall, 200 Park Place, 6 p.m. to 10 
p.m. 

DOE will publish additional notices 
of the dates, times, and locations of the 
scoping meetings in local newspapers 
and other media in advance of the 
scheduled meetings. Any necessary 
changes will be announced in the local 
media.
ADDRESSES: Written comments or 
suggestions concerning the scope of the 
EIS, requests for more information on 
the EIS and the public scoping process, 
and requests to participate as a 
cooperating agency should be directed 
to Mr. Joel Berwick, Moab Project 
Manager, U.S. Department of Energy 
Grand Junction Office, 2597 B 3⁄4 Road, 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81503; 
facsimile: (970) 248–6023. 

In addition to providing comments at 
the public scoping meetings, interested 
parties are invited to record their 
comments, ask questions concerning the 
EIS, or request to be placed on the EIS 
mailing list or document distribution 
list by leaving a message on the toll-free 
EIS Hotline 1–800–637–4575, or e-mail 
at moabcomments@gjo.doe.com. The 
hotline will have instructions on how to 
record comments and requests.
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