CAPITOL BUILDER:

THE SHORTHAND JOURNALS
OF MONTGOMERY C. MEIGS,
1853-1859, 1861



1

Stcrmponrery & Mreigs (o 1RSI Arviiieer of fbe sy



Senate Document 106-20

CAPITOL BUILDER:

THE SHORTHAND JOURNALS
OF MONTGOMERY C. MEIGS,
1853-1859, 1861

A Project to Commemorate the
United States Capitol Bicentennial
1800-2000

Edited by

Wendy Wolff

Prepared under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate

U.S. Government Printing Office
Washington, DC



106th Congress

H. Con. Res. 221

Senate Document 106-20

U.S. Government Printing Office
Washington: 2001

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Meigs, Montgomery C. (Montgomery Cunningham), 1816-1892.
Capitol builder : the shorthand journals of Montgomery C.
Meigs, 1853-1859, 1861 : a project to commemorate the United
States Capitol bicentennial, 1800-2000 / edited by Wendy Wollff.
p. cm.
Includes index.

1. Meigs, Montgomery C. (Montgomery Cunningham), 1816—
1892—Diaries. 2. Civil engineers—United States—Diaries. 3.
Construction workers—United States—Diaries. 4. United States
Capitol (Washington, D.C.) I. Wolff, Wendy. II. Title.

TH140.M45 A3 2001
690".511'09753—dc21 00-065473



CONTENTS

PTEFACE ...ttt s ix
Cast of CHATACLETS ......cccvvvviviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiicicicicicc e xiii
TNEFOAUCEION ettt ettt ere e teeereeeaeas xxiii
1. 1853 (March-December) ........oocvivoeeiiieeieieeeeeeee e 1
2. T854 ettt ettt enis 39
3. 1855 ettt et ea e et nae 189
4. T856 ettt ettt et eae e nae 347
5. 1857 ettt ettt re e nae 461
6. T858 ettt ettt et ae et nas 573
7. 1859 ettt ettt aeenrens 689
8. Epilogue, 1861 ..o 769
APPENAIX ..o 781
THACX oottt ettt ettt ettt e eas 811






Washington City
Dec. 31,1857

This diary has served for two years in this volume and for 3 years in the
preceding volume which begins in May 1853 and ends with 31 Dec. 1855
to record something of the varied employments, duties and experiences of a
very busy life.

The record will perhaps never be read except in parts by myself in looking
back for dates and memoranda yet it has served in some degree to cause self
examination at the close of every busy day and thus it has not been a useless
employment.

M.C. Meigs
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