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BILLING CODE 6560–50–C

Appendix 5 to Preamble—Regulatory
Flexibility for Small Entities

A. Regulatory Flexibility for Small
Municipal Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s)

Different Compliance, Reporting, or
Timetables That Are Responsive to Resources
of Small Entities

NPDES permitting authorities can issue
general permits instead of requiring
individual permits. This flexibility avoids the
high application costs and administrative
burden associated with individual permits.

NPDES permitting authorities can specify a
time period of up to five years for small MS4s
to fully develop and implement their
program

Analytic monitoring is not required.
After the first permit term and subsequent

permit terms, submittal of a summary report
is only required in years two and four (Phase
I municipalities are currently required to
submit a detailed report each year).

A brief reporting format is encouraged to
facilitate compiling and analyzing data from
submitted reports. EPA intends to develop a
model form for this purpose.

NPDES Permitting Authorities can phase in
permit coverage for small MS4s serving
jurisdictions with a population under 10,000

on a schedule consistent with a State
watershed permitting approach.

Clarifying, Consolidating, or Simplifying
Compliance and Reporting Requirements

The rule avoids duplication in permit
requirements by allowing NPDES permitting
authorities to include permit conditions that
direct an MS4 to follow the requirements of
a qualifying local program rather than the
requirements of a minimum measure.
Compliance with these programs is
considered compliance with the NPDES
general permit.

The rule allows NPDES permitting
authorities to recognize existing
responsibilities among different municipal
entities to satisfy obligations for the
minimum control measures.

A further alternative allows a small MS4 to
satisfy its NPDES permit obligations if
another governmental entity is already
implementing a minimum control measure in
the jurisdiction of the small MS4. The
following conditions must be met:

1. The other entity is implementing the
control measure,

2. The particular control measure (or
component thereof) is at least as stringent as
the corrersponding NPDES permit
requirement, and

3. The other entity agrees to implement the
control measure on your behalf.

The rule allows a covered small MS4 to
‘‘piggy-back’’ on to the storm water
management program of an adjoining Phase
I MS4. A small MS4 is waived from the
application requirements of
§ 122.26(d)(1)(iii), (iv) and (d)(2)(iii)
[discharge characterization] and may satisfy
the requirements of § 122.26(d)(1)(v) and
(d)(2)(iv) [identifying a management plan] by
referencing the adjoining Phase I MS4’s
storm water management plan.

The rule accommodates the use of the
watershed approach through NPDES general
permits that could be issued on a watershed
basis. The small MS4 can develop measures
that are tailored to meet their watershed
requirements. The small MS4’s storm water
management program can tie into watershed-
wide plans.

Performance Rather Than Design Standards
for Small Entities

Small governmental jurisdictions whose
MS4s are covered by this rule are allowed to
choose the best management practices
(BMPs) to be implemented and the
measurable goals for each of the minimum
control measures:

1. Public education and outreach on storm
water impacts

2. Public Involvement/Participation
3. Illicit discharge detection and

elimination
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